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Withdrawing  former  message  requesting  the  passage  of  joint  resolution  to  relieve 
A.  T.  Stewart,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  from  the  disabilities  imposed  by  the 
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PAPERS 


BBLATmO  TO 


CLAIMS  AGAINST  GKEAT  BEITAIK 


ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY. 


REBEL  OPERATIONS  FROM  CANADA. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.   Seward    to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Lord    Lyons    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Do 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Lord    Lyons    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Lord  Lyons. 

Do 


Lord    Lyons    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


«^2    Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


603 


do 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Lord    Lyons    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1863. 
April  15 


April  16 

May    15 

May    18 

May    21 


May    22 

1864. 
Jan.    12 


Jan.    13 
Feb.    19 


Feb.    25 


Mar.    11 


Mar.   24 


Incloses  copy  of  Mr.  Ruiikiu^s  telegram  rela- 
tive to  conspiraciesof  insurgents  in  neigh- 
boring British  colony  of  Vancou vers'  Is- 
land. 

Has  directed  British  consul  at  San  Fran- 
cisco to  make  inquiries  in  regard  to  con- 
spiracies of  insurgents  in  British  colony  of 
Vancouver. 

Incloses  extract  from  dispatch  of  British 
consul  in  San  Francisco  in  regard  to  insur- 
gent conspiracies  in  Vancouver. 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  Loi-d  Lyon's  note 
covering  telegram  from  British  consul  at 
San  Francisco  in  regard  to  insurgent  con- 
spiracies to  fit  out  privateers  at  Vancouver. 

Incloses  telegram  from  Governor  Douglass, 
of  Vancouver,  stating  that  every  vigilance 
will  be  used  to  discover  and  frustrate  at- 
tempts by  enemies  of  United  States  to  tit 
out  privateers  in  ports  of  Vancouver. 

Communicates  thanks  for  Governor  Doug- 
lass's telegram. 

Communicates  telegram  received  from  the 
United  States  consul  general  at  Montreal 
relative  to  supposed  gathering  of  insur- 
gents at  Windsor,  Canada. 

Has  transmitted  tele^*am  from  United  States 
consul  general  at  Montreal  in  regard  to 
gathering  of  insurgents  at  Windsor. 

Incloses  his  note  to  Lord  Russell,  of  the  •12th 
instant,  in  rt^gard  to  abuses  made  of  the 
•neutrality  of  British  territory  by  the  insur- 
gents in  Canada  and  elsewhere,  and  Lord 
KusselUs  acknowledgment. 

Incloses  note  to  Lord  Russell  covering  slip 
cut  from  Index,  a  London  journal  in  in- 
surgent interest,  in  regard  to  use  of  Cana- 
dian territory  as  base  for  insurgent  at- 
tempt to  rescue  confederate  prisoners  con- 
fined on  Johnson's  Island,  and  Lord  Rus- 
sell's acknowledgment  thereof. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  War  Depart- 
ment in  regard  to  anned  insurgent  vessels 
Montreal  and  Saratoga,  in  Canadian 
waters,  and  asks  investigation. 

The  Governor  General  of  Canada  promisea 
to  ascertain  accuracy  of  report  respecting 
insurgent  schooners  in  Canadian  waters. 


V 
0U, 


2 
2 

3 


3 
3 

4 

4 
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IV 


ENFORCEMENT   OF   NEUTRALITY. 


REBEL  OPERATIONS  FROM  CANADA— Continaed. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Lord    Lyons    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Lord    Lyons    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Do 


Lord    Lyons    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Do 


Mi.    Seward    to 
Lord  Lyons. 

Do 


Lord    Lyons   to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  F.W.Seward 
to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Mr.   Burnley   to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley 


1864. 
Mar.    29 


April  14 


May    31 


June  15 


June  24 


July    18 


July   20 


Aug.     4 


Aug.  5 

Aug.  9 

Aug.  9 

Sept  26 

Sept.  28 


Oct.      1 


Requests  that  thanks  of  Department  may  he 
communicated  to  Governor  General  of 
Canada  for  attention  to  case  of  insurgent 
schooners  in  Canadian  waters. 

Incloses  communication  from  Governor  Gen- 
eral of  Canada  respecting  information 
given  to  United  States  that  two  schooners 
were  lyin^,  under  suspicious  circumstances, 
in  Canadian  waters. 

Incloses  dispatch  from  Mr.  Howard,  Unit<*d 
States  consul  at  St.  John,  New  Bruns- 
wick, relative  to  passage  through  that  city 
of  unusual  numhers  ot  disloval  citizens  of 
United  States,  en  route  for  Canada,  and 
among  them  Frost. 

Incloses  statement  from  Governor  General 
of  Canada  in  regard  to  passage  of  rebels 
en  route  for  Canada,  through  St.  John, 
New  Brunswick.    Precaution  promised. 

Acknowledges  with  satisfiU'.tion  the  deter- 
mination of  the  Governor  General  of  Can- 
ada to  prevent  infringement  of  neutrality 
of  Canadian  territory  by  persons  hostile 
to  United  States. 

Information  of  the  organization  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  St.  John,  by  Major  William  Hollins, 
of  an  insurgent  force,  to  commit  depreda- 
tions on  Maine  frontier. 

Incloses  telegram  from  government  of  New 
Brunswick  relative  to  information  of  at- 
tempts to  organize  a  force  near  St.  John 
to  commit  depredations  on  Maine  frontier. 

Her  Majesty's  government  would  view  with 
regret,  and  no  little  alarm,  the  termina- 
tion of  th'j  arrangement  between  Great 
Britain  and  United  States,  limiting  naval 
force  on  the  lakes. 

There  is  no  intention  to  abrogate  the  ac- 
cepted limitation  of  naval  force  on  the 
lakes. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  War  Depart- 
ment in  regard  to  reported  hostile  projects 
of  insurgents  lurking  near  Windsor,  Can- 
ada. 

Has  communicated  to  Governor  General  of 
Canada  information  concerning  pn>ject  of 
insurgents  now  in  Canadian  territory. 

Announcing  necessary  temporary  increase 

•  of  naval  force  of  United  States  on  the 
lakes. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  announcement  of 
increase  of  United  States  naval  force  on 
the  lakes,  and  recalls  attention  to  Lord 
Lyons's  note  as  to  views  of  British  govern- 
ment. 

Communicates  letter  of  Secretary  of  Treas- 
ury stating  that  it  has  been  deemed  a4lvis- 
able  at  this  juncture  to  charter  propeller 
Hector  for  revenue  cutter  on  lakes,  but 
any  excess  over  accepted  armament  will 
only  be  temporary. 


11 


12 


12 


13 


13 


14 


14 
15 

16 
17 
17 


17 


ENFORCEMENT   OF   NEUTRALITY. 


REBEL  OPERATIONS  FROM  CANADA— Continued. 


T 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.    Bnmley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 


1120    Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.    Adams. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 


Mr.    Burnley   to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Do 


1864. 
Oct.      4 


Oct.    10 
Oct.    10 


Oct.    21 


Subject. 


Oct.    23 
Oct.    23 


1136    Mr.    Seward     to 
Mr.  Adama. 


Lord   Lyons    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Oct.    24 


Oct.    29 


Nov.     3 


Do 


Do 


Nov.    11 


Nov.    11 


Has  communicated  Mr.  Seward's  communi- 
cation, relative  to  an  increase  of  American 
naval  force  on  the  Canadian  lakes,  to 
British  government. 

Mr.  Adams  has  been  instructed  to  make  ex- 
planations to  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to 
increase  of  naval  force  on  the  lakes. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  Mr.  Burnley, 
and  requests  that  an  explanation  may  be 
made  to  Earl  Russell  in  regard  to  the  in- 
crease of  the  naval  force  of  the  United 
States  on  the  lakes. 

President  reganls  with  satisfactiou  the  pro- 
cee<ling8  of  Canadian  authorities  in  arrest- 
ing parties  engaged  in  depreciations  com- 
mitted at  St.  Albans,  and  that  the  officers 
of  the  two  governments  are  acting  in  ac- 
cord. 

Has  communicated  satisfaction  of  the  Pres- 
ident to  the  Governor  General  of  Can- 
ada. 

Incloses  telegram  from  Governor  General  of 
Canada,  announcing  that  eleven  of  the 
St.  Albans  marauders  in  custody  would  be 
detained  until  demand  for  their  extrmli- 
tion  should  be  received. 

Refers  to  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake.  De- 
scribes insurgent  seizure  of  the  Philo  Par- 
sons, and  intention  of  perpetrators  to 
subsequently  release  prisoners  on  John- 
son's Island ;  attack  on  St.  Albans ;  all 
X)erpetrated  by  rebels  using  Canadian  ter- 
ritory as  base  for  their  operations.  That 
in  view  of  these  events  United  States  are 
justified  in  increasing  the  naval  force  on 
the  lakes.  Requests  that  I^ord  Russell  may 
be  acquainted  with  the  facts,  and  protest 
of  United  States  against  permitting  con- 
tigu(ms  British  territory  to  be  occux>ied 
by  insurgents  as  base  for  their  expedi- 
tions. 

Incloses  not^  of  Viscount  Monck  to  Mr. 
Buniley  wmcemiug  disavowal  of  (ieneral 
Dix's  order  to  pursue  St.  Albans  maraud- 
ers into  Canada  and  destroy  them. 

Acknowledges  Viscount  Monck's  request  for 
explanation,  or  disavowal  of  General  Dix's 
order  concerning  St.  Albans  marauders. 
Mr.  Seward  does  not  think  that  the  matter 
which  hud  been  8ul)mitt^d  by  Viscount 
Monck  is  sufficient  to  call  for  modification 
of  views  communicated  through  Mr.  Adams 
to  British  government. 

Incloses  General  Peck's  telegram  in  regard 
to  the  Georgiana,  suspicious  vessel  in  Cana- 
dian waters,  and  asks  that  Viscount  Monck 
be  notified. 

Incloses  Mr.  Thurston's  dispatch  in  regard 
to  sale  of  Georgiana  to  parties  su8[>ect^d 
to  be  insurgent  agents.  Mr.  Kimbairs 
letter  upon  the  same  subject  is  ap- 
pended. 
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ENFORCEMENT   OF   NEUTRALITY. 


REBEL  OPERATIONS  FROM  CANADA- Continued. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


-K- 


Lord    Lyons    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Do 


1153 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Lord    Lyons    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to     Nov.    22 
Lord  Lyons. 


821 


Mr.     Adams    to 
2fclr.  Seward. 


1164 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Lord    Lyons    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1864. 

Nov.    13     Information  that  propeller  Georgiana  has       30 
been  searched,  but  nothing  suspicious  was 
found  to  warrant  detention. 

Nov.  15  Incloses  copies  of  inquiries  made  about  the  30 
Georgiana,  by  the  Canadian  collector  of 
customs  at  Port  Colbome,  and  of  a  tele- 
gi*ai)hic  circular  sent  by  Canadian  finance 
department  to  vanous  collectors  of  cus- 
toms, at  <litferent  ports  on  lakes,  in  regard 
to  suspicions  vessels. 

Nov.  17  Incloses  dispatch  No.  95  from  Mr.  Thurston  31 
and  the  reply  thereto,  relative  to  i)roceed- 
ings  of  Canadian  authorities  in  regard 
to  prevention  of  hostile  expeditions 
from  British  provinces  airainst  United 
States. 

Nov.    19     Incloses  reply  of  Viscount  Monck  to  obser-       33 
vations  of  Mr.  Seward,  touching  inaction 
of  Canadian  government  in  regard  to  the 
prost^cution  of  insurgent  maraudei*s. 
Incloses  extract  from  Governor  Smith's  com-       35 
municatioii  of  the  17th  instant,  relative  to 
the  hostile  scheme  of  insurgent  agents  in 
Canada  against  the  United  States,  and  re- 
quests that  the  earnest  attention  of  British 
l^ovennent    may    be   given   to    the  sub- 
ject. 

Nov.  25  Incloses  his  note  to  Lord  Russell  and  its  ac-  36 
companiments  in  regard  to  systematic  use 
of  British  territory  in  America,  both  conti- 
nental and  insular,  by  insui'gents  as  base 
for  hostile  operations  against  United 
States.  In  view  of  the  case  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, the  Philo  Parsons,  and  the  St. 
Albans,  has  stated  that  measures  of  the 
British  government  are  not  by  any  means 
adequate  to  answer  the  desired  jiurpose. 
It  is  nnderstoo<l  that  all  of  these  hostile 
movements  are  set  on  foot  by  Jacob  Thomp- 
son, iiisurg<*nt  citizen  of  United  States,  re- 
siding in  Cana<la,  and  that  the  United 
States  deems  itself  at  liberty  to  increase  the 
naval  armament  on  lakes.  The  jmrposes 
of  United  States  are  peaceful,  but  the  gov- 
ernment is  convinced  that,  practically, 
the  policy  of  neutrality  which  England 
has  proclaimed  has  failed  at  home  and 
abroad. 

Nov.    29     Requests  that  representation  may  be  made       47 
to  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to  the  existence 
and  movements  of  an  organized  body  of 
insurgents  at  Marj'sburg,  Prince  Edwards 
C(mnty,  Canmla. 

Nov.    29     Inclosinijf  communication  from  War  Depart-       48 
ment  m  regard  to  existence  of  military 
organization    of  insurgent    fugitives    in 
Canada. 

Dec.      5     Incloses  note  from  Viscount  Monck,  contain-       48 
lug  assurance  that  the  alleged  schemes  of 
insurgents  in  Canada  will  receive  earnest 
attention  of  Canadian  government. 
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REBEL  OPERATIONS  FROM  CANADA— Continued. 


Sa 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


1183    Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 


Mr.   Bnmley   to 
Mr.  Sewazd. 


11^    Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


ue9 


do. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Bomley. 


Do 


1190  I  Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 


Mr.    Burnley  to 
Mr.  Sew»rd. 
Do 


Do 


8a 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Sewjurd. 


Date. 


1864. 
Dec.      6 


Dec.      8 


Dec    12 


Dec.    13 


Dec    13 


Dec.    13 


Dec    14 


Dec.    14 


Dec.  14 

Dec.  14 

Dec.  15 

Dec.  16 


Dec.    16 


Subject. 


Incloses  copies  of  intercept^  correspond- 
ence supporting  the  protests  Mr.  Adams 
has  been  instructed  to  oflfer  to  British  gbv- 
emment  against  use  of  their  provinces  on 
United  States  border,  as  a  base  for  aggres- 
sion. Copy  General  Augur's  report  is  also 
appended. 

Incloses  communication  from  mayor  of  Buf- 
falo, and  its  accompaniments,  in  regard  to 
movements  of  suspected  steamer  Georgi- 
ana,  and  to  other  hostile  proceedings  re- 
ported to  be  on  foot  in  Cana<la. 

Has  communicated  to  Governor  General  of 
Canada  information  of  alleged  existence  of 
military  organization  in  Canada  composed 
of  fugitives  from  United  States.  Incloses 
Viscount  Monck^s  reply. 

Desires  that  General  Dix's  communication 
conceminj^  military  organization  of  in- 
surgents in  Cana<lian  territory  shall  be 
laicf  before  Lord  Russell. 

Incloses  communication  from  War  Depart- 
ment in  relation  to  alleged  manufacture 
of  Greek  fire  at  Windsor,  Canada,  to  be 
used  in  attempts  to  bum  certain  cities  of 
the  United  States,  and  requests  that  Earl 
Russell  may  adopt  preventive  measures. 

Incloses,  for  information  of  the  Governor 
General  of  Canada,  communication  from 
the  War  Department  in  regard  to  manu- 
facture of  Greek  fire  for  use  in  attempts  to 
bum  cities  of  the  United  States. 

Incloses  commnnication  from  consul  gen- 
eral of  United  States  in  Montreal,  relative 
to  suspicious  vessels  now  being  constructed 
in  Canada ;  two  of  them  being  called  the 
El  AlmandarisandPinero,  to  be  employed 
in  purposcMs  hostile  to  the  United  States. 

In  view  of  the  release  from  custody  of  the 
St.  Albans  marauders  by  the  Canadian 
authorities,  the  British  government  should 
be  asked  whether  they  have  taken,  or  pro- 
pose to  take,  any  measures  to  prevent  a 
renewal  of  the  invasions  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States  from  border  provinces. 

Incloses  copy  of  dispatch  to  Mr.  Adams  rela- 
tive to  discharge  by  Canadian  authorities 
of  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey  and  others  from 
custody. 

Thanks  Mr.  Seward  for  sending  copy  of  dis- 
patch to  Mr.  Adams. 

Governor  General  has  issued  fresh  warrants 
for  apprehension  of  St.  Albans  men  dis- 
charged from  custody. 

Communicates  thanks  of  Viscount  Monck 
for  satisfactory  explanation  of  Greneral 
Dix's  order,  and  assurance  that  Canadian 
government  are  doing  all  in  their  power  to 
remedy  mischief  <lone  by  magistrate's  dis- 
charge of  St.  Albans  marauders. 

Has  transmitted  to  Lord  Russell  information 
contained  in  General  Dix's  letter  respecting 
rebel  organization  at  Marysburg,  Canada 
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ENFOBCEMENT   OF  NEUTBALITY. 


REBEL  OPERATIONS  FROM  CANADA— Continued. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.    Burnley  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1194 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams.^ 


Bate. 


1864. 
Dec.    17 


Dec.    19 


:640 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 

Dec. 

19 

Mr.    Burnley   to 
Mr.  Sewai&. 

Dec. 

21 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 

Dec. 

21 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
.Seward. 

Dec. 

22 

Mr.    Burnley   to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Dec. 

24 

Do 

Dec. 
Dec. 

26 

Do 

28 

Do 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 

Do 


Mr.   Burnley   to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Dec.  28 

Dec.  29 

Dec.  30 

Dec.  30 


Communicates  Lord  RusseU^s  note  relative 
to  the  intention  of  United  States  govern- 
ment to  increase  their  naval  armament 
upon  the  North  American  lakes.  Lord 
Russell  reviews  and  justifies  policy  of 
Great  Britain  towards  IJnittMi  States. 

Incloses  Mr.  Chandler's  remarks  and  resolu- 
tions in  Senate  in  regard  to  action  of  Cana- 
dian authorities  in  regard  to  St.  Albans 
raiders,  a  copy  of  General  Dix's  order  97, 
and  modifications  thereof,  and  general  in- 
structioDS  in  regard  to  passports.  Reviews 
aetion  of  Canadian  authonties  and  iti)  re- 
sult. Submits  reflections  thereon  which  he 
desires  to  be  brought  to  the  attention  of 
Lorrl  Russell. 

Communicates  dispatch  addressed  to  Mr. 
Adams  on  subject  of  certain  intercepted 
corresi)ondence  of  insurgent-s  residing  in 
Canada. 

Has  communicated  copies  of  Mr.  Seward's 
not«,  and  its  accompaniments,  in  regard  to 
intercept^id  insurgent  c(»rrespondence,  to 
Viscount  Monck  and  to  Lord  Russell. 

Incloses  dispatch  from  United  Stat4?8  consul 
at  Halifax  in  regard  to  insurgent  piratical 
organization  or  three  hundred  men  for 
purpose  of  preying  upon  commerce  of  the 
United  States. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell 
in  regard  to  General  Dix's  report  of  hostile 
movements  in  Cana<la  near  Marysburg. 

Incloses  Viscount  Monck's  reply  in  the  case 
of  the  Gcorgiana,  that  the  Canadian  gov- 
ernment is  fully  alive  to  prevention  of 
plans  hostile  to  United  States,  and  has 
taken  stringent  measures  to  that  end. 

Relative  to  measures  adojited  by  Viscount 
Monck  for  prevention  of  acts  hostile  to 
United  States. 

Incloses  Viscount  Monck's  promise  to  cause 
immediate  measures  to  ascertain  truth  of 
allegation  concerning  manufacture  of 
Greek  fire  in  Canada  lor  i»iiri>oses  hostile 
to  United  States. 

Incloses  Viscount  Monck's  promise  to  cause 
immediate  investigation  in  cases  of  El  Al- 
maudaris  and  Pinero,  two  vessels  building 
at  Montreal. 

Acknowledges  friendly  .spirit  and  judicious 
measures  of  Viscount  Monck  in  case  of 
Georgiana. 

Incloses  depositions  relative  to  proceedings 
of  Jacob  Thompson,  Holcombe,  and  others, 
in  aiding  hostile  expeditious  against  the 
United  States. 

In  reference  to  intercepted  insurgent  corres- 
pondence Viscount  Monck  stateis  that  it 
might  be  made  ground  of  an  indictment 
aj[[ainst  persons  implicated,  and  that  he 
wdl  do  what  may  be  jiossible  to  reach  par- 
ties, if  identified,  by  legal  process. 
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IX 


REBEL  OPERATIONS  FROM  CANADA— Continued. 


Ko. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


846 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


'  Mr.  Burnley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Do 


Do. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 


Do. 


Mr.   Burnley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Do 


1864. 
Dec.    30 


Dec.    31 


Dec    31 


Dec.    31 


Dec.    31 


1866. 
Jan.      3 


Jan.      3 


850 


Mr.  F.W.Seward 
to  Mr.  Burnley. 


Do. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Sewjurd. 


Jan.      3 


Jan.      4 


Jan.      4 


Jan.      5 


Interview  with  Lord  Russell  in  recard  to  the 
insurfrent  invasions  from  Canada,  and  to 
operations  in  Canada  hostile  to  United 
States.  In  regard  to  insurgents  in  Canada 
Lord  Russell  says  that  if  they  were  carry- 
ing out  instructions  from  rehel  authorities 
at  Riclmiond,  they  could  he  proceeded 
against  in  the  courts  as  guilty  of  ofiense 
against  peace  of  the  kingiloni.  Effect  of 
General  IMx's  order  upon  puhlic  sentiment 
in  England. 

Incloses  Viscount  Monck's  letter  in  regard 
to  alleged  insurgent  military  organization 
in  Canada.  No  traces  of  such  organiza- 
tion can  he  found. 

Incloses  general  oixler  issued  hy  Governor 
General  of  Canada  in  regard  to  stationing 
troops  along  the  frontier  line  between  the 
United  States  and  Canada. 

Incloses  Viscount  Monck's  dispatch  showing 
the  measures  adopted  to  obtain  evidence 
of  report^^d  manufacture  of  Greek  fire  in 
Canada  to  be  used  in  burning  cities  in  the 
United  States. 

Acknowledges  suggestions  of  Viscount 
Monck  in  regard  to  detention  and  punish- 
ment of  persons  who  have  been  plotting  on 
Canadian  soil  against  the  United  States. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  the  ceneral  onler 
of  Viscount  Monck  in  regard  to  establish- 
ment of  military  defense  of  frontier. 

Viscount  Monck's  reply  in  reganl  to  alleged 
insurgent  organization  formed  in  Halifax 
for  seizing  United  States  ships  on  the 
lakes  situated  between  United  States  and 
Canada. 

Incloses  Mr.  CardwelVs  instruction  to  Vis- 
count Monck  to  be  guided  by  the  decision 
of  the  proper  legal  authorities  in  Canada 
whether  the  persons  in  custotly  ought  or 
ought  not  to  be  delivered  up  under  the 
treaty  of  extradition.  If  decision  is 
against  surrender,  Viscount  Monck's  legal 
advisers  should  ascertain  whether  these 
persons  may  not  properly  be  put  upon 
their  trial  on  charge  of  misprision  and  vio- 
lation of  royal  prerogative  by  levying  war 
from  British  dominions. 

Expressing  gratification  with  puq)ose  of 
British  authorities  to  ascertain  existence 
of  alleged  militar>' organization  in  Canada 
of  fugitive  insurgents. 

Acknowledges  information  that  Viscount 
Monck  will  cause  an  investigation  into 
supposed  employment  of  two  vessels 
bnilding  at  Montreal  for  purposes  hostile 
to  United  States. 

Incloses  comtnunication  from  Lord  Russell 
to  Mr.  Burnley  in  regard  to  conversation 
between  himself  and  Lord  Russell  uiK>n 
insurgent  plot«  in  Canada  and  the  duty  of 
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ENFORCEMENT   OF   NEUTRALITY. 
REBEL  OPERATIONS  FROM  CANADA— Continued. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


1237 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 
Do 


1865. 


Jan.    10 


Jan.    16 


Jan.    19 
Jan.    21 


Mr.  Burnley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1247 


867 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.   Burnley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Burnley   to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Jan.    26 


Jan.    26 


Jan.    31 


Fob.      2 


Feb.     6 


Great  Britain  to  prevent  their  execution ; 
also  a  copy  of  a  note  to  Earl  Russell  upon 
same  subject.  General  di8ap])robation  of 
the  actiou  of  Judj^e  Coursol  iu  discharg- 
ing insurgent  raiders  from  custody.  Effect 
of  the  President's  revocation  of  ott'ensive 
part  of  General  Dix's  order. 

Promising  attentive  consideration  of  Earl 
Russelrs  suggestion  in  regard  to  tcmiina- 
tion  of  existing  arrangement  concerning 
naval  force  on  lakes. 

Reviews  state  of  public  sentiment  concern- 
ing insurgent  outrages  upon  Canadian 
border,  unsatisfactory  proceedings  in 
prosecution  of  insurgent  offenders  in 
Canada,  and  inefficiency  of  British  law 
and  policy  to  prevent  violation  of  neu- 
trality. Though  English  authorities  sug- 
gest absolute  right  of  ropris;il,  United 
States  rely  only  upon  la^vful  measures  of 
defense.  Congress  is  considering  the  ex- 
pediency of  putting  an  end  to  arrange- 
ment for  extradition  of  fugitives  from 
justice.  Telegram  from  United  States 
Consul,  Mtmtreal,  announces  adjournment 
of  proceedings  against  St.  Albans  felons 
for  thirty  days. 

Incloses  a  copy  of  his  instructions,  No.  1237, 
to  Mr.  Adams. 

Has  received  information  that  enemies  of 
the  United  States,  lurking  in  (llanada,  are 
preparing  to  make  formidable  incursion 
into  territory  of  United  States  while  Lake 
Champlain  is  frozen  over. 

Incloses  speech  of  Governor  General  of 
Canada,  at  opening  of  session  of  Cana- 
dian Parliament,  aslung  unusual  powers  for 
purjjose  of  preventing  the  employment  of 
Canadian  t^nitory  as  a  base  for  insurgent 
operations. 

Proceedings  recently  taken  by  Great  Britain 
in  relation  to  Canlulian  outrages  seem  just 
and  fair.  Pi'ovinciid  authorities  have  be- 
gun to  act  with  energy  in  the  si)irit  of  the 
instnictions  of  the  home  government. 

Incloses  report  of  British  attorney  general 
for  Canada  East  in  regard  to  the  character 
and  destination  of  suspicious  vessels,  El 
Almandaris  and  Pinero,  building  at  Mon- 
treal. 

Lord  Russell's  view  of  agitation  in  Washing- 
ton for  rei)eal  of  reciprocity  treaty,  pass- 
port regulations,  and  other  arrangements 
on  frontier.  Lord  Russell  intimates  that 
if  any  of  these  measures  repressed  tendency 
to  active  sympathy  with  insurgents  among 
colonists,  to  that  extent  they  would  do  no 
harm. 

Incloses  dispatch  from  lieutenant  governor 
of  Nova  Scotia,  stating  that  he  has  failed 
to  discover  any  adefjuate  grounds  for  the 
supposition  that  there  existed  a  piratical 
organization  in  Halifax,  of  two  hundred 


bfi 

cS 


101 


101 


103 
103 


104 


105 


105 


108 


108 


ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY. 


tl 


REBEL  OPERATIONS  FROM  CANADA— Continued. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


1»9 


Mr.   Burnley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Earl   Russell   to 
Mr.  Burnley. 


1865. 
Feb.     7 


Feb.     7 

Feb.    13 
Feb.    15 


879 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 


Do 


Feb.    16 


Feb.    17 


1274 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


m 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 

Mr.    Adams    to 
IDr.  Seward. 


Feb.    19 
Feb.    21 


Feb.    23 
Feb.    23 


personH,  for  seiz'mfr  United  States  vessels 
on  Canadian  lakeH  and  elsewhere. 

IncloHes  Viscount  MoncVs  assurance  that  the 
government  of  Canada  will  use  every  exer- 
tion to  defeat  hostile  iTicnrsions  upon  towns 
of  Burlington  and  Whitehall,  in  United 
States. 

Incloses  infonnation  received  from  United 
Stiites  consul  at  Halifax  in  regard  to  con- 
templation of  another  raid  from  Canada 
into  United  States. 

Incloses  joint  resolution  of  Congress  relative 
to  the  notice  to  terminate  the  treaty  of 
1817,  regulating  naval  force  on  the  lakes. 

Interview  with  Mr.  Adams  in  regard  to  dif- 
ficulties attending  prevention  of  departure 
of  insurgent  cruisers  from  British  ports. 
Has  requested  Mr,  Seward,  throngn  Mr. 
Adams,  to  convey  bis  letter  ui)on  improi>er 
employment  of  British  territory'  by  confed- 
erate agents,  to  insurgent  authorities  at 
Richmond. 

Interview  with  I^rd  Russell,  in  which  he  is 
made  a<;quainted  with  contents  of  a  letter 
addresseil  to  rebel  commissioners  at  Paris, 
requesting  the  insurgent  authorities  at 
Richmond  to  restrain  their  agents  from 
using  British  territory  as  base  for  their 
operations.  Incloses  cony  of  Lord  RusselFs 
note  inviting  him  to  call,  and  the  letter  ad- 
dressed to  Messre.  Mason,  Slidell,  and 
Mann,  rebel  commissioners. 

Incloses  telegram  from  United  States  consul 
at  Halifax  stating  that  Oswego  will  prob- 
ably be  one  of  the  points  of  attack  by  rebel 
raiders  from  Canada,  and  that  Rochester 
is  threatened. 

Incloses  dis])atch  from  United  States  consul 
at  Toronto  in  regard  to  suspicious  transfer 
of  steamer  Georgiana. 

Sentiment  in  England  in  favor  of  sustainmg 
insurgents  and  thus  preventing  aggression 
upon  British  provinces  by  United  States. 
Continued  employment  of  English  ports  by 
insurgents  obliges  Unite<l  States  to  adopt 
more  direct  and  vigorous  measures  of  re- 
sistance to  hostile  British  subjects.  It  is 
not  true  that  the  United  States  will  make 
hostility  to  Great  Britain  a  condition  of 
rectmciliation  with  the  insurgents  and  an 
occasion  for  aggression.  The  British  gov- 
ernment, by  its  toleration  of  hostilities  of 
its  subjects,  makes  it  doubtful  whether 
Great  Britain  is  or  is  not  actually  inter- 
vening in  favor  of  the  insurgents. 

Incloses  di8i>atch  from  United  States  consul 
at  Halifax  in  regard  to  movements  of  insur- 
gent agents  in  Canada. 

The  bearing  of  the  rebel  programme  in  Can- 
ada upon  the  notices  of  the  United  States 
for  the  termination  of  reciprocity  treaty, 
and  the  termination  of  agreement  concem- 
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109 


110 


111 


112 


114 


114 
115 


117 
118 
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ENFORCEMENT   OF   NEUTRALITY. 


REBEL  OPERATIONS  FROM  CANADA— Continued. 


No. 


12b2 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


1289 


1294 


1296 


908 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.    Burnley  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Do 


1865. 


Mar.      1 


Mar.     7 


Mar.     7 


Mr.    Seward    to     Mar.     8 
Mr.  Adams. 


Do 


Mr.   Burnley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  Burnley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Burnley   to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Do. 


Mar.     9 


Mar.     9 


Mar.    10 


Mar.    11 


Mar.    14 


Mar.    24 


April    3 


April    7 


ing  the  annament  upon  the  lakes.    Con- 
versation with  Lord  Russell  \\]ion  suhjeot. 

The  adjournment  of  the  case  ol  the  St.  Al- 
hans  raiders  for  eight  days,  by  Judge 
Smith,  renders  it  impossible  for  United 
States  to  modify  restrictive  measures  in  re- 
gard to  Canada. 

Incloses  Viscount  Monck's  dispatch  relative 
to  the  sale  of  the  steamers  El  Almandaris 
and  Pinero;  the  first  to  citizen  of  Havana, 
Cuba,  and  the  second  to  citizen  of  Caujwla. 

Incloses  letter  from  Viscount  Monck  in  regard 
to  transfer  of  steamer  Georgiana  to  Mr. 
Denison,  of  Toronto,  Canada. 

Announcing  that,  in  view  of  measures 
adopted  by  British  government  to  prevent 
the  use  of  Canadian  territory  by  the  in- 
surgents, United  Stat<^s  have  concluded 
that  convention  of  1817  may  continue 
practically  in  force. 

In  view  of  the  friendly  proceedings  of  the 
British  government,  the  President  has  di- 
re<*ted  that  the  passport  regulations  of  the 
17th  of  December  be  rescinded. 

The  governor  of  Nova  Scotia  has  requested 
the  ITnited  States  consul  at  Halifax  to  give 
him  at  once  the  earliest  intelligence  of  any 
exjiect^^d  raid  into  the  United  States. 

In  regard  to  the  ap[irehension  which  prevails 
in  British  political  circles  that  the  close  of 
our  civil  strife  will  be  improved  by  this 

government  to  inaugurate  a  war  with 
Ireat  Britain,  in  which  war  Canada  will 
be  the  objective  point.  Conversation  with 
Mr.  Burnley  in  regard  to  reasons  for  con- 
clusion of  reciprocity  treaty. 

Incloses  Viscount  Monck's  reply  in  regard 
to  alleged  plans  of  persons  residing  in 
Canarla  for  making  hostile  incursions 
into  the  United  States. 

In  regard  to  estjiblishment  of  communica- 
tion between  the  United  Stat^^s  consul  in 
Halifax  and  the  governor  of  Nova  Scotia. 
Though  there  is  no  necessity  for  legisla- 
tive action  in  Nova  Scotia  to  prevent  hos- 
tile raids  into  United  States,  yet  Hal- 
ifax is  a  naval  station  for  blockade  run- 
ners and  a  depot  of  supplies  for  insurgents. 

Tone  of  debate  in  Parliament  indicates 
earnest  professions  of  a  belief  that  the 
friendly  relations  between  the  two  coun- 
tries are  firmly  established.  Incloses 
debate. 

Announcing  that/as  Canadian  raiders  could 
not  be  surrendered,  they  had  been  dis- 
charged. 

Incloses  dispatch  from  Lieutenant-Governor 
Macdonnell,  in  regard  to  alleged  support 
given  to  so-called  confederate  cruisers, 
by  inhabitants  of  Nova  Scotia. 
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119 
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121 


122 


123 


124 


125 


126 


127 


128 
128 
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XIII 


CASE  OF  THE  VESUVIUS. 


N«. 


From  whom  and 
t4>  whom. 


Sir  F.   Bruce  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.    Seward     to 
Sir  F.  Bruce. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Date. 


1865. 
Nov.     3 


Nov.     4 


1666. 
July    1.3 


Suhject. 


9 


Asks  explanations  of  constmction  of  armed     130 
vessels  in  United  States,  for  service  on  the 
North  American  1ake§. 

Vessels  in  the  course  of  construction   are     130 
intended  for  revenue  nur^)oses,  and  arma- 
ment will  not  exceed  limit  stipulated  in 
convention  of  1817. 

Great  Britain  has  found,  in  the  case  of  the     130 
Fenians,  that  the  government  of  United 
States  has  acted  with  vigor,  promptness, 
and  sincerity,  which  call  forth  warmest 
acknowledgments  of  British  government. 


CASE  OF  THE  VESUVIUS. 


462    Mr.    Seward     to 
I      Mr.  Adams. 


328    Mr.    Adams     to 
'      Mr.  Seward. 

I 
338  do 


Lord     Lyons    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward     to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Lord    Lyons   to 
yir,  Seward. 


343    Mr.     Adams     to 
'      Mr.  Seward. 


1863. 
Jan.    30 


Feb.    19 


Feb.    27 


Mar.     1 


Mar.     2 

Mar.     3 
Mar.     6 


Mr.  James  Spence,  an  insurgent  agent  in  131 
England,  desires  to  make  an  arrangement 
by  which  gold,  the  property  of  insurgent 
government,  shall  be  conveyed  from 
blockaded  insurgent  ports,  in  British 
ships  of  war,  to  England.  Incloses  an 
extract  from  Bahama  newspaper  in  re- 
gard to  British  vessel  so  emjuoyed. 

Incloses  note  to  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to     132 
the  employment  of  the  British  steamer 
Vesuvius,  in    conveying    insurgent    gold 
from  blockaded  ports  to  Havana,  for  de- 
livery to  insurgent  agents. 

Incloses  Lord  KusselVs  admission  that  Vesu-     134 
vius  brought  the  money,  as  charged,  and 
that  Acting  Consul  Magee  had  been  dis- 
missed from  service    for  permitting    its 
shipment  at  Mobile. 

Informing  Mr.  Seward  that,  in  view  of  the     135 
departure  from  duty  in    permitting  the 
shipment  of    insurgent    gold    upon    the 
Vesuvius,  Mr.  Magee  had  been  dismissed 
from  the  consular  service. 

Expresses  satisfaction    of   President    with     135 
just  vindication  by  British  government,  of 
its  authority  and  honor  in  case  of  Vesu- 
vius. 

Has  communicated  Mr.  Seward's  note,  con-     136 
cerning    dismissal    of    Mr.  Magee    from 
British  consular  service,  to  Lord  Russell. 

Incloses  his  acknowledgment  of  Lord  Rus-     136 
sell's  note  in  regard  to  dismissal  of  Mr. 
Magee. 


ENFORCEMENT   OF    NEUTRALITY. 


MR.  MALLORFS  REPORT. 


No. 


789 


798 


567 


574 


579 


586 

824 
596 


861 


883 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Lord    Lyons   to 
Earl  Russell. 


Do. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


.....  do . . . 


...  do 


...  do 


Mr.  Seward  to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Adams  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


.do 


•  •  «  •  • 


1863. 
Dec.    20 


Dec.    24 


Dec.    31 

1864. 
Jan.      4 


Jan.      8 


Jan.    14 


Jan.    21 


Jan.    28 

Feb.      1 
Feb.    12 


Mar.     3 


Mar.  21 


Requesting  that  the  inclosed  copy  of  S.  R. 
Mallory^  report,  as  insurgtuit  secretary  of 
navy,  be  laid  before  Lord  Russell,  as 
evidence  suflBcient  to  remove  all  doubt 
lingering  over  objects  of  builders  of  the 
steam  rams  recently  detaiucd  in  British 
ports.  The  effect  of  this  document  upon 
public  sentiment  in  United  States,  and 
necessity  for  action  on  part  of  Great  Brit- 
ain to  remove  causes  of  growing  ill  feel- 
ing between  the  two  couutries. 

Incloses  newspaper  extracts  from  reports  of 
insurgent  secretaries  of  treasury  and 
navy,  and  states  that  he  has  seut  similar 
extracts  to  Governor  Greueral  of  Cauada. 

Incloses  what  purports  to  be  complete  copy 
of  report  of  secretary  of  insurgent  navy. 

Incloses  complete  copy  of  pretended  report 
of  insurgent  secretary  of  the  navy,  with 
directions  to  use  the  document  in  the 
manner  best  calculated  to  undeceive  the 
British  government,  as  to  the  schemes  and 
acta  of  rebels. 

Will  present  extracts  from  report  of  rebel 
secretary  of  the  navy  to  Lonl  Russell. 
British  sentiment  concerning  the  out- 
rageous plots  of  rebels. 

Suspicion  as  to  genuineness  of  the  pre- 
tended report  of  the  rebel  secretary  of 
the  navy,  induce  Mr.  Adams  to  delay 
transmission  of  conii)lete  copy  to  Lord 
Russell,  until  receipt  of  further  news 
from  America. 

As  no  doubt  seems  to  bo  entertained  by  Mr. 
Seward  of  genuineness  of  report  attril>- 
uted  to  Mr.  Mallory,  insurgent  secretarj- 
of  the  navy,  a  complete  copy  ha«  been 
sent  to  I^rd  Russell.  Incloses  his  note 
to  Lord  Russell  upon  the  subject. 

Incloses  Lord  Russell's  acknowledgment  of 
Mr.  Adams'  note  in  regard  to  pretended  re- 
port of  Mr.  Mallory,  insurgent  secretary 
of  the  navy. 

Nothing  has  occurred  to  raise  a  doubt  a.s  to 
authenticity  of  the  report  of  S.  U.  Mallor>-. 

Lord  Russell's  reply  to  Mr.  Adams  in  regard 
to  the  representations  contained  in  the 
pretended  report,  of  S.  R.  Mallory.  The 
genuineness  of  the  report  is  denied  by 
Lieutenant  Maiu*y.  Movements  of  insur- 
gent vessels  of  war  in  British  waters. 

The  United  States  ai*e  acipiainted  with  Mr. 
Maury's  denial  of  the  authenticity  of  Mr. 
Mallory's  report,  but  that  is  not  deemed 
suflicient  t^  discredit  it«  i)ublication.  It 
is  regretted  that  British  government  still 
regards  it  necessjiry  to  considtir  the  rebels 
entitled  to  belligerent  rights. 

Has  discovered  that  Mr.  Beach,  of  the  New 
York  Sun,  wrote  the  pretended  rejwrt  of 
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143 


144 
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XV 


CASE  OF  THE  AAIPHION— THE  HAWK. 


No. 

From  whom  and 
to  whom. 

Date. 

Subject. 

i 

640 

Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

1864. 
April    7 

S.  R.  Mallory,  insurgent  secretary  of  the 
navy. 
Has  communicated  information  of  spurious 
character  of  MalIor\''s  report  to  Lonl  Rus- 
sell, but  is  convinced  that  statements  con- 
tained therein  are  in   moat   instances  au- 
thentic.   Incloses  his  communication  to 
Lonl  Russell  upon  the  subject,  and  the  de- 
bate in  Parliament. 

150 

CASE  OF  THE  AMPHION. 


e28 


635 


904 


64o 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


do 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


916    Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


1864. 
Mar.   23 


April    1 


April    7 
April    8 


April  23 


Incloses  correspondence  with  Lonl  Russell 
in  regard  to  the  supposed  outfit  of  the 
war  steamer  Amphion,  sold  by  the  British 
government. 

Incloses  Lord  RusselVs  note,  stating  that 
there  is  nothing  to  show  that  the  Amphion 
is  being  actively  iittetl  out  for  wa,  or  that 
a  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act 
is  contemplated. 

Appn)val  of  proceedings  in  case  of  Amphion, 
and  satisfaction  witu  Lord  Russell's  frank 
reply. 

Incloses  Lord  Russell's  report  of  result  of 
further  investigation  into  character  and 

Suri>oses  of  Amphion,  but  there  is  no  evi- 
enca  to  show  that  any  violation  of  for- 
eign enlistment  act  is  contemplated.  The 
Amphion  has  left  the  port,  and  is  probably 
destined  for  employment  in  the  Danish 
service. 
Approving  proceedings  of  Mr.  Adams,  and 
hoping  that  the  apprehensions  entertained 
in  regard  to  the  Am]>hion  may  i)rove 
groundle^  as  Lord  Russell  authorizes 
United  States  to  suppose. 


152 


153 


154 
154 


155 


CASE  OF  THE  HAWK. 


666 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


729 


738 


do 


do 


1864. 
April  22 


June  23 


July     7 


Incloses  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell 
in  regard  to  a  steam  vessel  fitting  out  at 
Renffew,  on  the  Clyde.  She  is  called  the 
Hawk,  and  there  is  suspicion  that  she  is 
intended  to  carry  on  hostilities  against 
commerce  of  United  States. 

Further  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell 
in  regaixl  to  the  character  and  purposes  of 
the  Hawk.  De8crii)tiou  of  her  construc- 
tion and  equipment. 

Incloses  note  of  Lonl  Russell  relative  to  de- 
parture of  steamer  Hawk,  laden  with  iron 
and  steel  bars  and  merchandise  of  appar- 
ently innocent  character.  Her  construc- 
tion, upon  examination,  did  not  justify  sus- 
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157 


161 
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ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY. 


CASES  OF  THE  AJAX  AND  THE  HERCULES— THE  VIRGINIA. 


No. 

From  whom  and 
to  whom. 

Date. 

Subject. 

Page. 

879 

Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

1864. 
Feb.    16 

picion  that  she  was  intended  for  war  ves- 
sel. 
Incloses  correspondence  with  Lord   Russell 
on  the  subjects  of  ontfit^  of  vessels  for  ac- 
count of  rebels.    The   Hawk,  the  City  of 
Riclimond,  and  the  Rattlesnake,  are    de- 
scribed as  suspicious  vessels.  The  shipment 
of  persons  from  London  for  employment 
iu  insurgent  service  is  discussed. 

161 

CASES  OF  THE  AJAX  AND  THE  HERCULES. 


879 


1338 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adaips. 


1865. 
Feb.    16 


April    5 


Incloses  corresixmdence  with  Lord  Russell 
in  regard  to  outfits  of  vessels  for  account 
of  rebels.  Mr.  Dudley's  stat^jment  in  refer- 
ence to  the  construction  of  a  vessel  called 
the  Hercules,  at  Dumbarton,  for  purpose 
of  carrjang  on  war  against  United  States. 
Testimony  is  submitted  showing  character 
of  crew  of  Ajax,  a  vessel  having  similar 
puri)08e.  Enlistment  of  British  crews  to 
man  rebel  privateers,  in  cases  of  Alabama 
and  Ajax. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  Mr.  Burnley,  in 
regai*d  to  the  prompt  exercise  of  precau- 
tion to  prevent  violation  of  Britisn  neu- 
trality in  the  island  of  Bermuda,  by  the 
rebel  privateer  Ajax.  Lieutenant-gover- 
nor of  Bermuda  assures  United  Stat<58  that 
every  vigilance  will  be  used  to  prevent 
and  punish  a  breach  of  law  should  it  be 
attemx)ted  or  take  place. 


166 


173 


CASE  OF  THE  VIRGINIA. 


879 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1865. 
Feb.    16 


Incloses  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell 
in  regard  to  outfits  of  vessels  for  account 
of  rebels.  Mr.  Morse's  description  of  out- 
fit and  character  of  the  Virginia  and 
the  Louisa  Ann  Fanny  accompanies  the 
communication. 


174 


EQUIPMENT  OF  THE  STONEWALL. 


873 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1865. 
Feb.      9 


Transfer  of  the  armament  of  the  City  of 
Richmond  to  the  Olinde  iron-clad  steamer, 
escaped  from  Nantes.  Her  appearance  in 
harbor  of  Corunna  under  name  of  Stone- 
wall. Her  origin  and  history.  Unsea- 
worthy  character  will  prevent  her  reach- 
ing America  in  any  shape  to  do  ii^ury. 


176 
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xvn 


EQUIPMENT  OF  THE  STONEWALL—Continued. 


Ko. 


1280 


1302 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.   Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Date. 


1865. 
Feb.    28 


do 


1315  - do 


Mar.    13 


Mar.   21 


1317 


do 


9W    Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


m 

927 


932 


do 
do 

do 


]m 


Mar.    22 


Mar.    29 


Mar.    30 
April  13 


April  20 


962 


Mr.    Hanter    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Huiter. 


May      8 


May    11 


Subject. 


Incloses  Mr.  Dudley's  dispatch  in  regard  to 
City  of  Richmond,  alleged  to  have  carried 
out  and  transferred  to  Stonewall  its  arm- 
ament, supplier,  and  crew,  and  also  to  the 
movements  of  the  steamer  Laurel,  alias  the 
Confwlerate  States. 

Review  of  the  circumstances  attending  the 
cruise  of  the  Stonewall  from  port  U)  port 
on  the  European  coast,  which  assure  tlie 
United  States  of  her  jiowerless  character. 
Is  satisfied  that  proceeding^  of  maritime 
government*,  in  reganl  to  her  reception, 
were  adopted  in  a  spirit  of  friendship  for 
United  States. 

In  regard  to  Mr.  Kirkpatrick's  report,  con- 
cerning the  armament  of  the  Stonewall  by 
the  City  of  Richmond,  the  arrival  of  the 
last  mentioned  vessel  at  Nassau,  and  the 
disclosure  of  the  purpose  of  the  Stonewall 
to  destroy  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 
Re(iuest«  that  the  participation  of  the  City 
of  Richmond  in  the  armament  of  the  Stone- 
wall may  be  made  known  to  British  gov- 
ernment. 

Transmits  dispatch  from  United  States  con- 
sul, at  Bermuda,  in  regard  to  the  j»re4*ence 
there  of  some  of  the  crew  of  the  Florida, 
and  other  men  under  the  charge  of  a  i-ebel 
agent,  waiting  to  ship  on  rebel  vessels ;  also 
further  infonnation  as  to  transfer  from 
steamer  City  of  Richmond  of  men,  arms, 
and  ammunition,  to  the  Stonewall. 

Incloses  Mr.  Harvey's  telegram  in  regard  to 
the  order  of  Portugese  govenuueut,  j»ro- 
hibiting  Stonewall  to  remain  in  Lisbon 
harbor. 

In  i*egard  to  movements  of  Stonewall 

Incloses  note  to  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to  the 
injuries  impending  from  the  part  taken  by 
the  City  of  Richmond  in  arming  the  Stone- 
wall. 

Incloses  dispatch  from  Mr.  Dabney  in  regtiM 
to  appearance  of  Stonewall,  at  Teneriffe, 
where  she  remained  twenty-four  hours  and 
took  in  one  hundred  and  thirty  tons  of  coal. 
Description  of  her  armament  and  crew. 

Incloses  correspondence  concerning  testi- 
mony elicited  from  Ernest  W.  Pratt  and 
Robert  Green,  two  of  the  crew  of  the  City 
of  Richmond,  regarding  transaction  in  con- 
veying men  and  munitions  to  Stonewall. 

Incloses  Lord  Russell's  note  in  regard  to  the 
outfit  of  vessels  iu  British  ports  K)r  employ- 
ment in  insurgent  service  in  violation  of 
Queen's  neutrality.  Statement  of  Mr. 
Adams  in  regard  to  participation  of  City  of 
Richmood  m  conveying  armament  to 
Stonewall,  and  other  matters  pertinent  to 
general  subject,  are  recapitulated.  Mr. 
Adams  refers  to  probable  discussion  of  sub- 
ject in  Parliament.  Is  preparing  reply  to 
Lord  Russell's  note. 


177 


179 


180 


181 


182 


182 
183 


183 


184 


186 


n 
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ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY. 


CASE  OF  THE  PAMPERO. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir 
F.  Bruce. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to 
Mr.  Hunter. 


145G 


Mr.    Hunter    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


1017 


1501 


^Ir.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.    Hunter    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Date. 


1865. 
May    13 


May    20 


June  21 


July   20 


Aug.     5 


Subject. 


The  anchorage  of  the  Stonewall  near  Nassau, 
and  the  refusal  of  the  British  authorities 
to  restore  United  States  schooner,  captured 
in  Chesapeake  Bay,  induces  the  President 
to  assume  that  the  time  has  now  ardved 
when  the  United  States  must  expect  for- 
eign jjowers  no  longer  to  extend  counte- 
nance and  protection  to  those  plunderers 
and  burners  of  vessels  of  the  United  States. 

Doubts  the  authority  of  governors  of  British 
colonies  to  act  in  questions  of  international 
rights  where  they  are  under  positive  in- 
structions from  imperial  government;  does 
not  doubt  the  neighborly  spirit  of  Governor 
Rawson,  and  has  transmitted  to  him  the 
note  protesting  against  reception  of  vessels 
flying  flag  of  the  insurgents. 

Incloses  note  from  Sir  Frederick  Bruce,  con- 
taining dcxK>sitiou  of  six  of  the  crew  of  the 
City  of  Richmond,  in  support  of  a  state- 
ment made  bj'  Pratt  and  Green,  in  regard 
to  the  complicity  of  the  City  of  Richmond 
in  the  armament  of  the  Stonewall. 

Incloses  Consul  Morse's  dispatch,  covering 
five  dei)ositions,  showing  part  taken  by  the 
steamer  City  of  Richmond  in  supplying 
Stonewall  with  equipment  and  crew. 

Acknowldgmeut  of  the  depositions  obtained 
by  Consul  Morse  in  the  case  of  the  City  of 
Richmond. 


CASE  OF  THE  PAMPERO. 


130 


154 


357 

493 

165 
525 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

do 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


•  ••*«•  \aw  •••■•      ••*• 


Mr.  Dudley  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Adams  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1862. 
Sept.  12 

Nov.     4 


1863. 
Mar.    27 


Sept.  10 

Oct.     13 
Oct.    23 


In  regard  to  the  construction  of  vessels  near 
Glasgow,  supposed  to  be  intended  for  the 
insurgent  service. 

Has  addressed  letters  to  consuls  in  several 
European  countries,  in  regard  to  construc- 
tion of  iron-clad  by  George  and  James 
Thompson,  near  Glasgow,  and  inquiring 
whether  the  govenmieuts  from  which  they 
had  received  their  exequaturs,  were  inter- 
ested in  the  vessel. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell, 
respecting  certain  operations  of  the  rebels 
in  fitting  out  an  armed  vessel  at  Glas- 
gow. 

Formidable  steam- vessel  on  stocks  at  Glas- 
gow, constructing  for  rebels.  Mr.  Dudley 
reports  five  other  smaller  ones  building 
there  for  same  purpose. 

Description  of  the  vessel  building  at  Glas- 
gow, known  as  the  Canton. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell 
in  regard  to  the  Canton,  building  at  Glas- 
gow, for  the  rebels. 
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CASE  OF  THE  PAMPERO— Continued. 


Ho. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


172    Mr.    Dndley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


ISl  ......  do . . . 


539  ;  Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


186    Mr.'  Dudley    to 


1863. 
Oct.    29 


Nov.    12 


Mr.  Seward. 


552    Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


556 


565 


>  •  •  \A\/  •••••. 


Nov.    19 


Nov.   24 


Deo.    10 


Dec.    11 


803 


m 


®8 


do 

Mr.    Seward 

to 

Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.     Adams 

to 

Mr.  Seward. 

do 

p  •  *  • 

1864. 
Jan.      1 


Jan.      6 


Jan.    28 


Mar.   23 


»5 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


641 


Mr.    Adams    to 
Mr.  fiewanL 


April    7 


April    7 


Description  of  the  Canton ;  visit  of  tl\e  Brit- 
ish cuHtoms  officers  to  inspect  the  vessel, 
and  probable  charact<?r  of  their  report. 
Evidences  of  her  warlike  purpose. 

Application  to  the  collector  at  Glasgow  to 
prevent  sailing  of  the  Pampero,  late  Can- 
ton, under  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act. 
Peculiarities  of  her  construction  and  dan- 
gerous character. 

Incloses  note  to  Lord  Russell  transmitting 
depositions  procure<l  by  Mr.  Underwood 
touching  outfit  of  the  steamer  Pampero, 
alias  Canton. 

British  government  have  instructed  one  of 
their  officials  at  Glasgow  to  inquire  into 
construction  of  Pami>ero.  Detention  of 
vessel  pending  result  of  investigation. 
Suspicious  circumstances  attending  launch 
and  outfit  of  the  steamer. 

Earl  Russell  says  that  law  officers  of  the 
Crown  had  come  to  the  conclusion  to  sus- 
tain proceedings  against  the  vessel  called 
the  Pampero,  at  Glasgow. 

Incloses  note  to  Lord  Russell  transmitting 
depositions  from  Mr.  Underwood,  the 
United  States  consul  at  Glasgow,  in  the 
case  of  the  Pampero.  Lord  RusselFs 
acknowledgment  is  also  appende(L 

Incloses  note  to  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to 
the  arrival  from  the  United  States  of  sea- 
men and  officers  who  propose  to  run  the 
Pami>ero  out  of  Glasgow  and^emplov  her 
in  insurgent  service.  Lord  Russell^s  ac- 
knowledgment is  also  appended. 

Acknowle<lging  dispatches  concerning  the 
Pampero,  and  receipt  of  t-elegram  announc- 
ing the  detention  of  the  Pampero  by  the 
British  government. 

The  trial  of  the  case  of  the  Pampero  will 
come  on  in  the  British  courts  in  alK)iit  a 
month.  The  iron-clad  ram,  building  in  the 
same  yard  at  Glasgow,  has  been  purchased 
by  the  Danish  government. 

Progress  of  the  proceedings  in  Pampero  case 
in  the  Scotch  courts.  Probable  difference 
of  opinion  among  the  law  lords  in  the  ap- 
pealed case  resx)ecting  the  Alexandra. 
Slip  firom  Morning  Star  in  regard  to  the 
Alexandra  case. 

The  just  opinions  so  clearly  expressed  by  the 
Scotch  court  in  the  Pampero  case  augment 
the  regret  that  United  States  feels  that  the 
cause  of  international  peace  and  harmony 
has  suffered  so  deeply  from  the  want  of 
equal  clearness  and  decision  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  courts  of  London  in  the 
Alexa^ra  case. 

Admission  of  the  builders  of  the  Pampero 
that  it  had  been  built  for  rebels.  The  build- 
en  are  ready  to  nve  bonds  that  the  Pam- 
peiOy  if  releasea,  will  not  go  into  rebel 
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207 


209 


209 


217 


218 


218 


223 


224 


224 


225 


227 
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ENFORCEMENT   OF  NEUTRALITY. 


CASES  OF  THE  PHANTOM  AND  THE  SOUTHERNER. 


No. 

From  whom  and 
to  -whom. 

Date. 

Subject. 

Pago. 

259 

* 

Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

• 

1864. 
April  12 

bauds.  Mr.  Adams  infers  that  tins  arrange- 
ment bas  been  carried  out.  Incloses  Scots- 
man. 
Describes    the  arrangement  by    which  the 
Pampero  is  to  be  prevented  from  entering 
the  insurgent  service,  and  its  effect  to  re- 
lease all  the  money  in  her  belonging  to  the 
insurgents,  which  will  enable  the  rebels  to 
invest  it  in  some  other  vessel. 

229 

CASES  OF  THE  PHANTOM  AND  THE  SOUTHERNER. 


362 


370 


77 


88 


425 


89 


90 


178 

48 
66 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.   Seward. 


do 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


do 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

do 


88 
425 


do 

do 
do 


do 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1863. 
April    3 


April    9 


May    15 


June     3 


Jnno     5 


June  10 
June  12 


1862. 
Dec.    12 


1863. 
Mar.    13 

April  22 


Jane     3 
June    5 


Correspondence  between  Earl  Russell,  Mr. 
Adams,  and  Mr.  Dudley  in  relation  to  the 
improper  outfit  and  movement*  of  two 
steamers,  the  Phantom  and  the  Southerner. 

Incloses  copies  of  three  notes  which  have 
passed  between  Lord  Russell  and  himself 
in  relation  to  the  Phantom  and  Southerner. 
Lord  Rubih41  promises  that  strict  watch 
will  be  kept  as  regards  both  vessels. 

Incloses  his  own  affidavit  as  to  the  suspicious 
circumHtances  attt^nding  the  construction 
of  the  I*hautom.  Tlie  MiUy,  built  at  Pres- 
ton, is  also  reganled  as  a  suspicious  vessel. 

The  steamer  Phantom  has  taken  in  quinine 
and  is  said  to  have  guns  concealed  in  her 
hold.  Nassau,  it  is  supi>osed,  will  be  her 
first  destination. 

Incloses  notes  which  transmit  to  Lord  Rus- 
sell affidavits  showing  the  character  and 
purposes  of  the  steamer  Phantom.  Lord 
Russell's  acknowledgments  thereof  and 
assurances  relative  to  the  obstacles  to  the 
reception  by  the  Phantom  of  an  armament . 

Shipment  and  contract  of  the  crew  for  the 
Puantom.  She  has  received  on  board  eight 
large  cases,  supposed  to  contain  shot. 

Previous  to  the  sailing  of  the  Phantom  for 
Nassau,  en  route  to  Charleston,  a  register 
for  her  was  taken  out  at  Liverpool  customs 
in  the  name  of  William  Thomx>80U  Mann. 

In  regard  to  the  construction  and  iron-plat- 
ing of  a  suapicious  vessel  building  at 
Stockton. 

The  vessel  building  at  Stockton  has  been 
launched  and  named  the  Southerner. 

Incloses  affidavits  in  the  case  of  steamer 
8oathemer,bnildinj^  at  Stockton,  showing 
that  vessel  to  be  building  for  Frazer,  Tren- 
holm  <Sl  Co.,  and  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  Captain  Butcher. 

Incloses  letter  describing  construction  of 
steamer  Southerner. 

Incloses  affidavits  and  corresnondenco  with 
Lord  Rnssell  in  regard  to  tno  purposes  of 
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CASE  OF  THE  ALEXANDRA. 


Na 


H9 


432 


From  Tivhom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.    Ihadley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


449 


do. 


127 
357 


Mr.  Dudley  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Dayton  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Date. 


1863. 
June  10 
June  16 


July    10 


Aug.     7 
Oct.      6 


Subject. 


the  suspicious  steamer  Southerners^  build- 
ing at  Stockton  on  Tecs. 

As  to  the  information  obt-ained  by  one  of  Mr.     253 
Dudley's  men  in  regard  to  the  fittings  and 
appearance  of  the  SQutherner. 

Incloses  re^ly  of  Lord  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams's  253 
communication  covering  depositions  of 
Langley  and  Blakiston  in  regard  to  the 
Southerner.  The  law  advisers  of  the 
Crown  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  evidence 
supplied  by  the  statements  is  iusuflicient. 
Promises  that  British  government  will  en- 
deavor to  prevent  her  equipment  contrary 
to  law. 

Incloses  letter  from  Commodore  Thatcher  in  254 
regard  to  the  preparation  of  the  South- 
erner to  cruise  against  the  American  com- 
merce in  the  Mediteranean.  Reasons  for 
the  presence  of  another  United  States  ves- 
sel of  large  size  in  European  waters.  Lord 
Russell  states  that  the  admiralty  survey- 
or, upon  fully  examining  the  Southerner, 
re}M)rts  that  nothing  is  found  to  warrant 
supposition  that  that  vessel  was  intended 
for  belligerent  purposes. 

Southerner  cleared  on  the  evening  of  the  6th     256 
uuder  command  of  M.  J.  Butcher. 

Mr.  Kingsbury's,  United  States  consul,  ac-  257 
count  of  the  appearance  of  the  Southerner 
at  Algiers,  laden  with  cotton  and  flying 
the  English  flag,  sailing  uuder  an  English 
register  and  commanded  by  Captain 
Butcher. 


CASE  OF  THE  ALEXANDRA. 


46 


Mr.   Dudley     to 
Mr.  Sewflj^. 


50   do 


3G2 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


366 


do 


1863. 
Mar.    11 


Mar.    20 
April    3 


April    7 


Launch  by  Willam  C.  Miller  &  Son  of  a  gun-  258 
boat  building  for  the  confederates.  Cnar- 
acter  of  the  vessel.  Has  retained  counsel 
to  prevent  vessel  from  sailing.  The  oper- 
ation of  the  policy  of  the  British  govem- 
emment  will  render  it  difficult  to  procure 
evidence  sufficient  to  detain  the  ship. 

Prosecution  of  a  design  to  prevent  sailing     258 
of  the  Alexandra.      Incloses  Mr.  Lush's 
opinion  of  the  case. 

Transmits  copies  of  notes  to  Lord  Russell,  260 
and  accompanying  affidavits,  in  regard  to 
the  equipment  of  the  steamer  Alexandra 
in  British  waters  with  a  view  to  her  em- 
ployment as  a  privateer  in  confederate 
service. 

Announces  seizure  of  the  Alexandra  by  Brit-     268 
ish  authorities.    It  is  safe  to  infer  from 
this  fact  that  British  government  is  dis- 
posed to  maintain  its  neutrality. 

Newspaper  announcement  of  seizure  of  Alex-     269 
andra. 
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No. 


59 


368 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.     Dudley   to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


370 


60 


62 


377 


do. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


•  •  *  •  \lV  •    «  I 


Date. 


1863. 
April    8 


April    9 


Subject. 


April    9 


April  11 


AprU  14 


64 


560 


562 


885 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


do. 


Mr.    Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


April  17 


April  18 


April  21 
April  22 
April  23 


Circumstances  attending  seizure  of  the  Alex- 
andra and  legal  proceedings  instituted  with 
a  view  to  the  condemnation  of  the  veeael. 
Mr.  Lush's  opinion  of  the  affidavits  in  the 
catie. 

Transmits  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell 
and  Mr.  Dudley  in  regard  to  an  investiga- 
tion of  the  facts  upon  which  the  seizure 
of  the  Alexandra  was  made.  The  evidence 
to  be  place<l  at  the  disposal  of  the  lawyers 
of  the  British  government.  Has  commu- 
nicated to  Earl  Russell  information  that 
the  lawyers  representing  the  United  States 
are  ready  to  take  simultaneous  action  to 
sustain  proceedings  for  condemnation  of 
Alexandra,  under  the  6th  section  of  enlist- 
ment act,  provided  it  will  not  derange  the 
measures  adopted  by  British  government. 

Incloses  Lord  Russell  s  note  relative  to  the 
instructions  communicated  to  the  mayor 
of  Liverpool,  to  investigate  case  of  the  Al- 
exandra. 

William  C.  Miller,  the  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  William  C.  Miller  &  Sons,  build- 
ers of  the  Florida  and  Alexandra,  is  gov- 
ernment officer  at  Liverpool.  Persons  con- 
necte<l  with  the  firms  of  the  builders  of  the 
Florida  and  Alabama  are  office-holders; 
6nc  a  member  of  Parliament,  the  other  an 
officer  of  the  customs. 

Want  of  interest  displayed  by  government 
officials  in  assisting  in  prosecuting  the 
case  of  the  Alexandra.  Advantage  of  a 
civil  suit  over  a  criminal  one  in  this  in- 
stance. Apparent  tendency  of  the  govern- 
ment tactics. 

Has  informed  Lord  Russell  that  the  lawyers 
for  United  States,  in  case  of  Alexandra, 
are  ready  to  i)roceed  on  British  judgment 
of  the  merits  of  the  case.  Mr.  Dudley 
states  that  the  British  government  have 
decided  upon  prosecuting  the  offenders 
criminally.  From  the  sympathy  evinced  for 
the  builders  of  the  Alexandra,  he  is  doubt- 
ful of  any  successful  result  to  the  trial. 

Motion  of  Mr.  Horsfall,  member  from  Liver- 
pool in  Parliament,  for  the  papers  in  the 
case  of  the  Alexandra.  Mr.  Horsfall's 
connection  with  the  Mersey  steel  and  iron 
works,  an  establishment  which  has  made 
nearly  all  the  iron  plates  for  the  Southerner, 
including  those  for  the  rams  now  building 
by  the  Lairds. 

Is  glad  to  learn  that  British  government  is 
disposed  to  consider  evidence  in  regard  to 
the  fitting  out  of  hostile  expeditions. 

Expression  of  satisfaction  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to  the 
Alexandra. 

Reviews  the  proceedings  instituted  in  the 
Alexandra  case.  The  resposibility  of  the 
British  ministry  in  the  matter,  and  the 
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CASE  OF  THE  ALEXANDRA— Continued. 


Na 


565 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams.. 


395  \  Mr.    Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


71 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Sewud. 


411 


Mr.    Adama     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


81  I  Mr.    Dodley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


425 


&9 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


438 


Mr.    Adams    to 
Mr.Sewaid. 


1863. 
April  24 

April  30 


May     2 


May     8 


May    22 
Jane     4 


Jane    5 


Jane  17 


Jane  18 


tendency  to  do  what  is  right  to  preserve 
peace  between  United  States  and  England. 

Approving  &Ir.  Adams's  proceedings,  and 
affirming  on  behalf  of  the  President  the 
expressions  of  satisfaction  which  have 
been  made  to  Lonl  Rnssell. 

The  course  of  the  British  government  re- 
moves the  necessity  for  canying  out  Mr. 
Seward's  instructions  to  present  remon- 
strances against  its  non-action.  Incloses 
Ms  not<e  to  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to  the 
withdrawal  of  the  United  States  firom  a 
participation  in  the  prosecutions  connected 
with  the  Alexandra. 

In  regard  to  the  preparation  of  the  evidence 
in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra.  The  action 
of  the  British  government  in  permitting 
the  burden  of  proof  to  fall  upon  United 
States.  The  im]|)roper  betrayal  by  the 
detective  placed  m  communication  with 
Mr.  Dudley,  of  information  confided  to 
him  to  a  member  of  the  Southern  Club,  an 
insurgent  organization.  Correspondence 
with  Mr.  Adams  on  the  subject  Lb  inclosed. 

Arrival  of  Mr.  Evarts  in  London,  and  his 
communication  with  all  the  parties  en- 
gi^ged  on  this  side  of  the  water  in  the 
preparation  of  evidence,  or  in  gi^^ng 
advice  in  the  matter  of  vessels  fitting  out 
for  the  use  of  rebels.  Has  been  informed 
that  British  government  intend  to  proceed 
against  vessel,  and  not  the  i)erson8,  and 
that  the  case  is  to  be  tried  by  special  jury 
in  the  court  of  exchemier.  Pro8i)ect8  of 
success  are  not  good.  Purchase  of  steam- 
ers on  rebel  account  continues. 

TransjKirtation  to  London  of  munitions  of 
war,  and  guns,  which  were  made  for  the 
use  of  the  Alexandra. 

Tone  of  the  remark  of  the  British  attorney 
general  in  regard  to  the  dispatch  of  wit- 
nesses to  London,  relative  to  the  case  of 
the  Alexandra.  Reluctance  exhibited  by 
government  officials  in  the  prosecution. 

Announcement  of  the  attorney  general  in 
the  House  of  Commons  that  the  Alexandra 
case  would  probably  come  to  trial  on  the 
15th  instant.    Movements  of  rebel  agents. 

Regrets  that  the  prospects  that  rebel  arma- 
ments will  be  jirevented  by  British  gov- 
ernment are  not  as  hopeful  as  at  the  time 
of  the  detention  of  the  Alexandra.  Hopes 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  be 
enabled  to  enlarge  United  States.Navy,  so 
as  to  meet  the  augmenting  force  of  the 
insurgents. 

Trial  ofthe  Alexandra  to  take  place  on  the 
2id  of  June.  Reasons  for  feeling  that  it 
will  not  have  a  result  that  will  be  decisive 
of  the  maintenance  of  cordiality  between 
the  two  countries  in  regard  to  &ture  out- 
fits,   llie  great  issue  that  yet  remains 
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280 


282 


285 


285 
286 


287 


287 


288 
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ENFORCEMENT   OF   NEUTRALITY. 


CASE  OF  THE  ALEXANDRA- Continued. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  8eward. 


438 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


651 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


465 


677 


532 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.     Seward   to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Date. 


1863. 


June  24 


Juno  26 


July    11 


542 
763 


do 


545 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


July   31 


Aug.   13 


Nov.     6 


Nov.    20 
Nov.   20 


Nov.   27 


Subject. 


will  be  upon  the  iron-clad  vessels,  build- 
ing at  Liveii)ool  and  Glasgow.  Mr. 
Evarts  hopes  for  favorable  results. 

Jury  in  Alexandra  case  have  rendered  ver- 
dict in  favor  of  defendants,  thereby  re- 
leasing the  vcHsel.  The  chief  baron  said 
British  subjects  might  build  as  many  war 
veswils  as  they  pleased  for  either  of  the 
belligerents,  provided  they  did  not  arm 
them  in  England. 

Comments  uiK)n  the  decision  of  the  judge 
in  the  Ah'xandra  case.  Exceptions  of  the 
government ;  will  carry  the  case  up  to 
the  full  bench,  with  an  intention,  if  neces- 
sarik%  to  take  an  appeal  to  the  House  of 
Lords.  Necessity  that  the  obligation  up- 
on the  United  States  and  England  in  re- 
§ard  to  neutrality  should  be  reciprocal, 
eeds  of  United  States  Navy. 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  the  report  of  the 
trial  of  the  Alexandra.  Views  of  the 
President  touching  the  decision  of  the 
judge  and  the  possible  confinuation  of  it 
in  the  court  of  the  last  resort.  Reviews  the 
measures  of  defense  forced  upon  the  con- 
sideration of  the  United  States  by  the 
decision ;  to  chase  the  vessels  into 
British  ports  and  consummate  their  cap- 
ture. Encouraging  statement  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  UnitiKi  States  Navy  and  Army. 

Thinks  that  the  present  time  is  not  proi)i- 
tious  for  pressing  the  views  contained  in 
Mr.  Seward's  disjiati-'h.  No.  651,  upon  the 
attention  of  the  British  government. 

The  situation  alluded  to  in  dispatch  No.  651 
is  relieved  by  the  hopes  authorized  to  be 
indulged  in  regard  to  the  detention  of  all 
suspicious  vessels  until  the  decision  as  to 
the  Alexandra. 

The  course  of  the  chief  baron  in  refusing 
to  sign  the  bill  of  exceptions.  Incloses 
the  proceedings  in  the  Alexandra  case,  in 
the  court  of  exchequer,  on  the  question  of 
appeal.  The  singular  intimation  that  the 
chief  baron  had  been  assimilating  his 
doctrine  to  that  which  he  supposed  to 
have  been  announced  by  the  first  min- 
ister of  the  Crown,  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. The  change  in  the  legal  ad>iser8 
of  the  Crown  is  made  i)erceptible  in  these 
proceedings  on  ajtpeal  of  the  case.  In- 
closes leader  from  Globe  and  is  ho][)eful  of 
a  better  final  result. 

Slow  progress  in  thf  Alexandra  trial.  Trans- 
mits report  of  the  trial. 

Expresses  satisfaction  to  find  that  the  in- 
ter])retation  given  to  nmnicipal  and  inter- 
national'laws,  on  former  trial  of  Alexan- 
dra, is  deemed  to  require  judicial  recon- 
sideration. 

Transmits  further  proceedings  in  Alexandra 
case.    Progress  of  the  trial. 
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CASE  OF  THE  ALEXANDRA— Continued. 


No. 


575 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


823 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


S91    Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


5d3 


.do. 


394   ......  do  .... 


595 


do. 


m 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


860 


619 


do 


Mr.    Adams    to 
Mr.  Sewaxd. 


Date. 


1864 
Jan.    15 


Feb.      1 


Feb.     4 


Feb.      6 


Feb.    11 


Feb.    11 


Mar.     2 


Mar.     2 


Mar.    17 


Arrival  of  Mr.  Evarts,  and  decision  in  Alex- 
andra case.  Arrangement  for  appeal  sus- 
pends the  matter  for  some  time  longer,  a 
result  not  altogether  disailvantageous. 
Speeches  in  Parliament  show  that  sym- 
pathy with  rel>el8  is  waning.  Has  seen 
notice  that  the  case  of  Pampero  will  soon 
be  brought  into  court. 

Supposes  that  the  delay  in  the  case  of  the 
Alexandra,  and  the  appeal  thereon  to  the 
court  of  exchequer,  are  reganled  by  the 
British  government  as  not  unfavorable  to 
the  policy^  they  have  adopted  to  prevent 
the  levying  of  naval  war  from  British 
ports  against  the  United  States. 

The  question  on  the  appeal  from  the  deci- 
sion of  the  court  of  exchequer,  in  the  case 
of  the  Alexandra,  will  come  up  for  con- 
sideration on  Saturday,  before  the  court 
of  exchequer  chamber.  Activity  exhibit- 
ed in  fitting  out  blocka<le  runners.  Pre- 
parations for  the  departure  of  the  Kan- 
garoo with  Mason,  Slidell,  and  other  pas- 
sengers. 

Has  attended  debato  in  Parliament  on 
Queen's  speech.  Actual  tamper  towards 
United 'States  in  Parliament  Aoes  not  ap- 
pear to  be  materially  changed.  It  is 
merely  subdued  by  the  sense  of  a  more 
immediate  and  dangerous  complication. 

Transmits  reports  of  mrther  procecidings  in 
the  case  of  the  Alexandra.  The  British 
government  has  been  again  foiled  in  its 
purpose  to  gain  from  tlie  higher  courts  a 
judicial  exposition  of  the  enlistment  act, 
by  interposition  of  technical  objections  to 
the  j)roces8. 

The  publication  of  diplomatic  papers,  annex- 
ed to  the  President's  message,  has  elicited 
much  comment  in  Parliament  and  in  the 
newspapers.  Mr.  Adams  reviews  the  rea- 
sons for  not  presenting  Mr.  Seward's  threat- 
ening views  to  Lord  Kussell.  Continental 
complications  give  rise  to  new  views  as  to 
the  proper  conduct  of  the  British  govern- 
ment towards  America. 

Reasons  for  the  iireparation  of  instruction 
No.  651,  which  forms  the  subject  of  parlia- 
mentary criticism,  and  reasons  for  the  pub- 
lication of  the  diplomatic  correspondence. 
May  inform  Lord  Russell  that  President 
withdraws  what  may  seem  to  be  menaces 
in  instruction  No.  651. 

There  is  no  occasion  to  question  wisdom  and 
propriety  of  Mr.  Adams's  proceedings  in  re- 
gard to  Mr.  Seward's  instruction  651.  No 
reasons  could  have  excused  the  department 
for  withliolding  the  instruction  ^om  Con- 
gress. 

Transmits  report  of  proceedings  in  House  of 
Lords  on  the  appeal  in  the  Alexandra  case. 
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297 
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299 


300 


301 


303 


303 
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ENFOBGEBiENT   OP  NEUTEALITY. 


CASE  OF  THE  ALEXANDRA—Continued. 


No. 


641 


651 


269 


671 

308 
311 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


do 


Bfr.    Dadley    to 
Mr.  Sewurd. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 

Mr.  Sewfljrd. 
do 


Do 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 


Mr.    Burnley  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.  Seward  to 
Mr.  Burnley. 

Mr.  Burnley  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 


Mr.    Burlney  to 
Seward. 


Date. 


1864. 
April    7 


April    6 


April  27 


April  28 

July     6 
July     9 


July   25 


Sept.  13 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 


Oct.      9 

Oct.    20 
Dec.   28 


Dec.    31 


1865. 
Jan.    24 


Subject. 


Jan.    31 


Interview  with  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to  the 

Srosecution  of  the  Alexandra  case.  Lord 
'iissell  admits  that  the  result  seemed  ex- 
traordinary. 

Mr.  Evarts  still  at  Rome.  Transmits  re]>ort 
of  decision  of  House  of  Lords  on  the  ap- 
peal in  the  Alexandria  case.  Comments 
thereon. 

The  Alexandra  has  been  formally  handed 
over  to  the  attorney  of  the  claimants  by 
the  collector  of  customs.  It  is  quite  likely 
the  owners  may  carry  out  their  original 
intention  and  make  a  privateer  of  her. 

Restoration  of  the  Alexandra  to  her  nominal 
owners.  Has  an  impression  that  the  ves- 
sel will  be  sent  away  to  receive  her  arma- 
ment. 

Alterations  in  the  interior  fittings  of  the 
gunboat  Alexandra. 

Incloses  photographs  of  the  Alexandra.  Her 
finish  indicates  a  blockade  runner.  Her 
destination  is  either  Bermuda  or  Nassau, 
where  she  may  be  easily  altered  to  a 
privateer. 

The  Alexandra  was  moving  out  of  the  river 
on  the  16th  of  July,  Does  not  doubt  but 
that  she  was  then  on  her  way  to  Nassau, 
or  some  southern  port.  The  guns  origin- 
ally intended  for  the  steamer  were  recently 
shipped  for  Nassau  on  the  schooner  Cam- 
page. 

The  arrival  of  the  Mary,  (formerly  the  Alex- 
andra,) at  Halifax,  su|^gests  the  propriety 
of  communicating  witn  the  governor  of 
Nova  Scotia,  so  that  the  hostile  designs  of 
that  vessel  against  the  United  States  may 
not  be  carried  into  effect  from  any  port 
within  jurisdiction  of  the  governor. 

Incloses  dispatch  from  lieutenant  governor 
Macdoniiell,  in  regard  to  the  Mar>%  late 
Alexandra.  There  is  no  difficulty  likely 
to  arise  in  her  ease. 

The  United  States  appreciate  the  action  of 
the  lieutenant  governor  of  Nova  Scotia. 

Inclosing  dispatch  from  the  governor  of  New 
Providence,  stating  that  the  seizure  of  the 
steamer  Mary,  late  Alexandra,  had  been 
ordered  for  violation  of  the  seventh  clause 
of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

Has  authorized  Mr.  Adams  to  express  satis- 
faction to  her  Majesty's  government,  with 
the  prompt  action  which  has  been  adopted 
in  the  case  of  the  Mary. 

In  re|fard  tx)  the  action  of  Mr.  Bumside,  the 
solicitor  general  of  the  colony  of  New 
Providence.  Mr.  Bumside  has  been  re- 
tained as  counsel  for  the  defendant  in  the 
case  of  the  Mary,  and  prefers  to  resign  his 
office  rather  than  give  up  his  suit. 

Desires  that  an  expression  of  the  high  appre- 
ciation entertained  by  the  United  States, 


ENFORCEMENT  OF   NEUTRALITT. 


CASE  OF  THE  LAIRDS'  IRON-CLADS. 


Ko. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


\m    Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


897    Kr.    Ajdams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Date. 


1865. 


Feb.    18 


Mar.    16 


Salrject. 


of  Governor  Raw8on*8  just  regard  for  its 
rights  and  good  will,  may  be  conveyed  to 
him. 

Ren  nesting  Mr.  Adams  to  remonstrate  against 
allowing  the  Mary,  late  the  Alexandra,  to 
leave  Nassau,  althongh  condemned  and 
sold.  After  leaving  Nassau  as  a  merchant 
vessel,  a  piratical  cruise  is  intended. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell 
in  reganl  to  the  information  that  the 
steamer  Maiy,  late  Alexandra,  even  if  con- 
demned at  Nassau,  and  sold  under  judicial 
Erocess  for  a  violation  of  neutrality,  may 
e  bought  in  by  the  same  parties  first  in- 
terested in  her,  and  started  again  in  the 
guise  of  a  merchantman  to  wage  war 
against  the  United  States. 


I 


313 


313 


CASE  OF  THE  LAIRDS'  IRON-CLADS. 


93 


119 
123 


132 


138 
141 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

•  •  •  •  ^  «  •  ^A%^   v*^*  •«*« 


•  •«•••  *  \A  V  •  •  •  •  •  •  *  • 


do 
do 


386 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adama. 


52 
59 

71 
87 


Mr.    Dudley    to 

Mr.  Seward. 
do 


-do 


do 


1862. 
July    18 

Aug.   30 
Sept.  13 

Sept.  19 


Oct.      4 
Oct.    14 


Nov.     3 


1863. 
Mar.  25 

AprU    8 


May     2 


Jnne    2 


Lairds  have  commenced  the  construction  of 
two  steam  vessels  at  their  yard  at  Birken- 
head, which  are  in  the  nature  of  rams. 

Preparations  for  the  construction  of  the  rams 
described. 

The  plates  for  the  rams  are  to  be  manufac- 
tured at  the  Mersey  Steel  and  Iron  Com- 
pany works,  in  which  Mr.  Horsfall,  a  mem- 
ber of  Parliament,  is  interested. 

Inclosing  newspaper  account  of  the  con- 
struction of  the  rams  on  the  Mersey,  for 
the  confederate  government. 

Describing  the  progress  made  on  the  rams.. 

In  regard  to  the  iron-clad  nims  building  at 
Birkenhead.  Description  of  the  vessel 
building  in  the  yard  of  Jones,  Quiggon  & 
Co.,  and  the  gunboat  constructing  by  Wil- 
liam C.  Miller  &  Sou. 

Requests  that  representations  may  be  made 
to  her  Majestjrs  government  in  regard  to 
two  war  vessels  ostensibly  building  for  the 
Chinese  government,  but  really  to  depre- 
date on  American  commerce. 

The  character  of  the  iron-clad  rams  when 
completed. 

Inclosing  the  second  affidavit  of  Clarence  R. 
Yonge,  purser  on  the  steamer  Alabama, 
taken  before  the  collector  to  be  used  in  the 
case  of  the  rams  building  by  the  Lairds. 

Result  of  further  examiTiatioTi  of  the  Lairds' 
rams,  and  their  capacity  to  commit  dam- 
age upon  American  commerce. 

In  regard  to  a  statement  of  Mr.  Laird,  that 
as  much  noise  as  they  might  make  would 
not  prevent  the  rams  from  sailing.  Pre- 
parations for  the  launch  of  one. 
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315 

316 


317 
317 


318 


318 
319 

319 
320 
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.  June  IT 
.  July     3 


July    10 
July    10 


..<lo July    17 


The  abipuient  ni>on  the  gumtpr  of  machin- 
ery and  munitioiiB,  iiitend«l  to  Im  jised 
fltaUy  ill  theenuipineiito-f  tboLQinl  nimB. 

InduMs  repurt  of  a  nersou  ona  tinip  iu  uitvol 
Bcrvicv  of  Uiiitfid  StutpN,  iipun  tlic  irou- 
cluil  runia  hiiilding  nt  Luirdit'. 

Antic i|mt?ti  refuual  of  tlie  giiverniniMit  to 

Sreveiit  the  euilhig  of  the  irun-cliul  rams. 
eowins  for  t'ouaiduriug  their  doiiarture 
probohlp. 

Lauucli  uf  the  ram  at  Lairds',  ami  tuibse- 
iiucut  <lii<|i<>8i1iou  of  lh<i  Teasel.  Cue  of 
tlie  LainlH'  statpti  that  the  veaitcl  is  for 
the  F'renrh  ^vemment. 

AdHOODCM  the  lannch  of  one  of  LninU'  rauiB, 
and  liiM  d»t«rmiiiNtloDb)Temon8trot«AVLth 
theEngligJi^vemuienl  agaiuBt  lier  bhi  ling. 

Hr.  ^jiiarey,  aii  attame;,  I^cou<liie(»l,  be- 
fore the  collector  of  nistoms  in  Liverpool, 
proeeedingB  witll  o  viewto  the  prevention 
af  the  iailiiig  of  ono of  tho  iron-clad  rams 
1>uililing  U_v  the  LoirUs.  The  iiwt  that  the 
veeoel  is  armi^d  niltia rata aU  the  Ht«m  to 
deatroy  vi-mielmvill  uifut  Baron  Pollock's 
view  of  tht<  law. 

Ill  rcKanl  In  the  tittinp;  nut  of  the  imn-clad 
rains  hy  the  Laiij&  to  he  em  pto^i»l  in  the 
iiMUriceDt  service.  CommunicMiOD  of  nffi" 
daritit  beaiintfATI  thesulrject  toLardRas- 
M;l^V''ith  fIDinvreTiewLDetlteproceediiiKB 
of  BritiSih  «iihju(]ta  mimical  to  the  Vnited 
Stati'M,  and  rftiueHting  that  the  £ng-lJeh 
gDvernm^ut  may  liave  the  noHlfiit  buwer 
tfl  gunril  amiDNt  the  departure  ofoitlu'ruf 
the  Lainl/^ianiB  on  B  cniise  aguust  the 
comniercK  of  iKe  Uoited  States. 

IncloMeodditionnlafltdiivitB  in  the  case  of 
the  TBHW.  ^  fitnt^tuenlA  of  the  I.iairds  oh  to 
their  uationality  uid  nnrposeA.  Pnibn- 
bility  that  notJiing  will  he  diiui;  to  Btii|i 
the  ri'Muls.    Pro);ivBB  in  the  work  npon 

Fonniihilile  clinm^ter  of  the  ranis.  The  cost 
of  each  is  n'ported  nt  £'^5,000. 

AcknowIed)4int(  further  ilopositioiw  riwpett- 
iag  the  irotii-Iiid  Bteam-resHi'lH  uf  war 
itting  uilt  against  the  United  States  at 

Iiicloars  hiH  iiali<  to  I^onl  Russell  tiieether 
with  two  lulditiiinal  ilepositiaiiB  r«Tiitiue 
to  tlu>  iron-clad  veaatil  Inuiiphed  from 
LuinWynrd.  There  is  liesitntion  mnonic 
the  hi  w  4i(Bren  M  ta«u  ffidency  o  f  V vidttnce 
tu  wlaliliah  intuntiuD  in  tltis  coue. 

Amiroviug  prueewliiige  and  rMiiiwtiug  that 
Xord  Bussell  may  be  iiiformtiil  that  recent 
military  and  ugvKlopHTfttions in  the  UuittMl 
States  Justify  ou  augmented  eotifldencii 
that  the  insornvtion.  withwut  iinw  and 
extPiiHive  foreign  aid,  moat  fail.  lucloaoa 
dis[iutch  to  Mr.  Day  ton  inn<g(iTd  to  the 
announcement  ot  the  willlnguoss  of  the 
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Ko. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


1863. 


119 


463 


128 


129 


471 


477 


Mr.   Dudley     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.   Dudley     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


do 


July   31 


July   31 


Aug.     8 


Aug.   11 


Mr.    WiUon     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.  Drouyn  de 
Lhuys  to  Mr. 
Mercier. 


Mr.    Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


•  •  V  •  •  wUV    •*•••      •••< 


Aug.   14 


Aug.   20 


Aug.  20 


Aug.  21 


Emperor  of  the  French  to  acknow1e<lge  the 
insurgents,  provided  Great  Britain  will 
make  simultaneously  a  similar  acknowl- 
edgment. Copy  of  Moniteur,  containing 
authorized  version  of  Emiwiror's  views,  is 
appended. 

Description  of  the  rigging  of  the  iron-cla<l 
that  is  afloat.  Is  under  the  impression  that 
her  owners  will  endeavor  to  get  her  out  as 
a  French  vessel. 

Has  sent  to  Lord  Russell  a  letter  of  Mr.  Wild- 
ing, saying  that  there  is  no  foundation  for 
the  statement  of  Lord  Palmerston  in  Par- 
liament, that  one  of  the  iron-clad  rams  is 
claimed  hy  the  French  consul  for  the  Em- 
peror of  the  French.  Application  was 
made  hy  Mr.  Bravay  to  the  French  consul 
for  information  as  to  the  proper  steps  to 
he  taken  to  obtain  papers  wuich  would 
give  a  French  character  to  the  iron- 
clad. 

Arrival  of  George  H.  Bier,  a  lieutenant  in 
the  confederate  navy,  with  others,  in  Liv- 
erpool, for  the  purpose  of  joining  the  iron- 
clads. Rapid  progress  in  the  work  on  the 
iron-clads  and  their  probable  movements. 

Incloses  copies  of  fuither  affidavits  sub- 
mitted to  the  collector  of  customs  at  l<iv- 
erpool  in  the  case  of  iron-dads  building 
by  the  Messrs.  Laird  at  Birkenhead.  The 
time  of  their  launch. 

Renewe<l  activity  of  the  insurgents  in  fitting 
out  privateers  and  blockade  breakers. 
Arrival  of  officers  to  command  the  Laird 
iron-clads.  Prospects  of  their  condeuma- 
tion  by  the  British  authorities.  The  de- 
cision in  the  Alexandra  case  has  strength- 
ened the  hands  of  the  rebels.  Movements 
of  insurgents  and  their  vessels.  The  chief 
hoi>e  of  insurgent  sympathizers  seems  to  be 
that  the  United  States  will  become  im- 
broiled  with  France  concerning  Mexico. 

The  assertion  of  Lord  Palmerston  tliat  the 
iron-clad  ram  was  ordered  of  the  Lairds  by 
the  French  government  rested  on  an  in- 
correct report.  No  order  of  the  kind  has 
been  made  in  England.  Relates  tlie  facts 
showing  that  Mr.  Bravay  requested  inform- 
ation as  to  the  formalities  to  be  observed 
in  giving  the  French  flag  to  a  plated 
vessel. 

Acknowledging  instructions,  and  stating 
that  he  will  prepare  a  note  for  Lord  Rus- 
sell's consideration,  embodying  substance 
of  No.  667. 

Transinita  copies  of  further  letters  and 
papers,  which  have  passed  between  him- 
self and  the  foreign  office,  relatin||^  to  the 
iron-clad  vessels  fitting  out  at  Liverpool 
by  Mr.  Laird.  Their  officers  and  equip- 
ment. 
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342 


343 


343 


344 


345 


346 


ENFORCEMENT   OF    NEUTRALITY. 
CASE  OF  THE  LAIRDS'  IRON-CLADS— Continued. 


No. 


338 


142 


143 


144 


486 


147 


488 


490 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.    Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


do 


.do. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


do 


Date. 


1863. 
Aug.  27 


Aug.  28 


Aug.  29 


Sept.     1 


Sept     3 


Sept.     4 


Sept.     4 


Sept.     4 


Suhject. 


ResultH  of  an  interview  with  Mr.  Dronyn 
de  Lhuy8  in  regard  to  the  alleged  participa- 
tion of  the  French  government  in  the 
pnrchase  of  LairdB*  iron-clad  rams.  Com- 
mnnication  of  Mr.  Bravay,  that  they  have 
heen  purchased  on  account  of  the  Pacha 
of  Egypt.  The  French  government  has 
informed  Mr.  Bravay  that  it  belonge<l 
onlv  to  the  Egyntian  ^(ovemment  to 
make  to  England* tlie  justifications  neces- 
sary to  authorize  the  departure  of  the 
iron-clads. 

The  mounting  of  the  turrets  of  the  No.  296, 
and  the  aj>i>roachinj^  launch  of  the  other 
ram,  indicates  their  rapid  completion. 
Petition  of  the  Emancipation  Society  to 
stop  the  rams. 

Launch  of  the  297,  the  second  of  Lainls' 
rams.  Description  of  the  vessel,  and 
probahle  character  of  her  armament.  In- 
closes apj)lication  to  the  collector  of  cus- 
toms at  Liverpool  to  order  her  detention. 

Has  applied  for  the  detention  of  Lainls' 
rams.  Their  present  condition.  The 
presence  and  arrival  of  numbers  of  insur- 
gent naval  officers.  It  is  understood  that 
the  rams,  if  they  get  out,  are  to  raise  the 
hlockatle. 

Reviews  the  situation  of  the  Lairds'  rams. 
Incloses  copies  of  his  corresiwudence  with 
Lonl  Russell  in  regard  to  tne  importance 
of  detaining  them.  Affidavits  relating  to 
the  launching  and  preparation  of  the  ves- 
sels are  submitted.  The  statements  that 
the  rams  are  for  the  government  of  lYance, 
or  of  Egj'pt,  are  without  foundation. 

Coaling  of  the  296,  and  trial  of  her  engines. 
Doubt  as  to  the  intention  of  the  govern- 
ment. Rei)ly  of  Lonl  Rus«ellto  the  Eman- 
cipation Society.  Difficulty  of  i)rocuring, 
unassisted,  ixisitive  testimony  from  credi- 
ble witnesses.  Notoriety  of  the  fact  that 
these  rams  are  intendeil  for  the  insurgent 
service. 

Incloses  note  to  Lord  Russell  covering 
another  deiMJsition  received  from  Mr.  Dud- 
ley relating  to  the  preparation  for  depart- 
ure of  the  iron-clad  rams  from  Liverpool. 
Duty  and  resi>onsibilitv  of  detaining  the 
rams  rests  upon  the  British  government. 

Lord  Russell,  in  a  note  to  Mr.  Adams,  states 
that  the  fact  remains  that  Mr.  Bravay,  a 
French  merchant  of  Paris,  has  personally 
appeared  and  acted  as  the  person  upon 
whose  onlers  the  rams  were  building,  and 
there  is  no  legal  evidence  against  Mr.  Bra- 
vay's  claim ;  and  the  a^ent  of  the  customs 
at  Liverpool  affirms  his  belief  that  these 
vessels  have  not  been  built  for  the  insur- 
ant's. Under  the  circumstances,  and  hav- 
ing regard  to  the  entire  insufficiency  of 
the  dejiositions  to  prove  any  infraction 
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36 


ENFORCEMENT   OF  NEUTRALITY. 


CASE  OF  THE  LAIRDS'  IRON-CLADS^-Continaed. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


697 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adiuns. 


Date. 


1863. 


Sept.     5 


700 


do. 


491 


Mr.    Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Layard    to 
Mr.  Stuart. 


492    Mr.    AdamB    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


148 


Mr.    I>iidl^    to 
Mr.  Sewaid. 


Sept    5 


Sept.    5 


Sept.    5 


Sept    8 


Sept    8 


I 


of  the  law,  her  Majesty's  jjoveniment  are 
advised  that  they  cannot  interfere  in 
any  way  with  these  vessels.  Promises 
careful  sui)ervision  over  the  rams,  and 
quotes  Mr.  Seward  as  saying,  prosecu- 
tions cannot  be  set  on  foot  without 
affidavits  of  credible  witnesses,  as  in 
other  cases  of  imputed  misdemeanors 
and  crimes. 

Commimicates  President's  approval  of  his 
proceedings  in  laying  before  Lord  Russell 
additional  information  in  relation  to  the 
Lairds'  iron-  clads.  The  United  States  re- 
gard with  surprise  and  deep  concern  the 
maturing  of  hostile  armaments,  without 
the  least  evidence  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  of  any  purpose  to  prevent  their 
departure. 

Has  recommended  Mr.  Adams's  suggestions 
as  to  the  importance  of  more  otfective 
measures  for  arresting  the  depredations 
of  piratical  vessels,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy.  Reviews  the  difficulties  of  endur- 
ing, without  resort  to  extreme  measures 
of  resistance,  the  new  invasion  which  is 
threatened  from  the  portu  of  Great  Britain. 
Sentiment  in  the  United  States,  which 
would  accept  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Lord  Russell  informs  Mr.  Adams  that  the 
case  of  Lairds'  iion-clad  steam-rams  is 
under  the  serious  and  anxious  considera- 
tion of  the  British  government. 

Orders  had  been  given  to  prevent  the  sailing 
of  the  Laird  rams  before  the  note  from  Mr. 
Adams,  protesting  against  their  departure, 
had  been  received. 

Considerations  which  have  govemtid  his 
course  in  communicating  to  the  British 
government  the  protests  and  remonstran- 
ces of  the  United  States.  Has  ascertained 
that  neither  France  nor  Egypt  have  any 
claim  to  the  ownership  of  the  rams.  In- 
closes copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
regretting  the  conclusion  of  tlie  English 
authorities  in  regard  to  the  rams ;  that  the 
detenuination  is  regarded  as  opening  to 
the  insurgents  free  liberty  in  Great  Britain 
to  execute  a  policy  inimical  to  the  United 
States  with  the  aid  of  British  subjects. 
The  third  party,  under  such  circumstances, 
ceases  to  all  intents  and  purposes  to  be 
neutral.  Lord  Russell's  announcement  of 
the  detention  of  the  rams,  and  Mr.  Adams's 
acknowledgment  thereof,  is  appended. 
The  newspaper  article  foreshadowing  this 
proceeding  is  appended.  Mr.  Adams  cau- 
tions forbearance  in  the  treatment  of  the 
subject  in  America. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  Mr.  Squarey, 
in  regard  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  affidavits 
submitted  to  the  British  government,  to 
accomplish  the  detention  of  the  vesselB. 
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No. 


493 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


150 


151 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Date. 


1863. 
Sept.  10 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


do 


Sept  11 
Sept.  16 


497 


Mr.    Wilson    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Sept.  16. 
Sept.  17. 


Subject. 


The  London  Morning  Post  says  the  rams 
will  be  detained. 
Effect  of  projectc'd  operations  against  Fort 
Sumter  and  Charleston  on  public  opinion 
in  England.    Delay  of  the  British  govern- 
ment m  publishing  the  fact  that  the  rams 
have  been  detained.    Satisfactory  ])ublic 
statement  of  Lord  Russell  that  new  ]>ower8 
may  be  solicited  fi*om  Parliament,  if  those 
now  held  should  prove  insufficient. 
No  notice  has  yet  been  given  to  the  Lairds 
of  tlie  decision  of  the  British  government 
to  detain  the  rams. 
Movements  of  one  of  Lainls'  rams  indicate 
that  she  is  prepared  to  proceed  to  sea  in 
the  same  way  the  Alabama  did.    Has  com- 
municated the  information  to  the  collector 
of  customs.    Incloses  slip  from  Liverpool 
Daily  Post,  admitting  that  the  war  in 
America  would  not  have  taken  place  if 
the  confederates  had  been  denied  aid  in 
Great  Britain. 
Reviews  situation  of  Lairds' iron-clad  rams  ; 
possibility  exists  of  their  escaping  from 
Liver]>ool. 
Undefined  jiurpose  of  the  British  cabinet  in 
regard  to  Lairds'  iron-clad  rams.    Incloses 
correspondence    in  which    Ix)nl    Russell 
states  to  Mr.  Adams  that  if  Great  Britain 
has  not  prevented  some  violations  of  neu- 
trality, the  cause  has  been  that  England 
is  governed  by  definite  laws,  and  is  not 
subject  to  arbitrary  will.    That  the  law- 
is  enforced  by  independent  court-s,  which 
do  not  admit  assertion  for  proof,  nor  con- 
jecture for  certainty.    Circumstances  at- 
tending the  alleged  French  or  Egyi)tian 
ownerstiip  of  the  rams.    The  question  at 
issue  relates  to  two  separate  and  distinct 
matters :  the  general  international  duties 
of  neutrality,  and  the  municipal  laws  of 
the  United  Kingdom.    Lord  Russell  ex- 
plains the  doctrine  of  neutrality,  as  under- 
stood by  the  British  cabinet,  and  its  ap- 
plication to  past  and  present  events  upon 
which  the  United  States  bases  its  prot<est. 
The  amount  of  munitions  and  supplies 
drawn  by  the  Unite<l  States  from  Great 
Britain  is  greater  than  that  furnished  the 
insurgents.    There  are  more  British  sub- 
jects m  the  federal  service  than  in  that 
of  the  insurgents,  and  federal  agents  are 
engaging  in  the  United  Kingdom  British 
subjects  to  enter  the  army  of  the  United 
States.    Repeats  that  the  British  fi^vem- 
ment  have  taken  everj^  step  within  their 
competency  to  enforce  the  foreign  enlist- 
ment law.    The  British  government,  with 
a  desire  to  perform  the  unties  of  neutral- 
ity, have  issued  instructions  to  prevent 
the  departure  of  the  iron-clads.    Mr.  Ad- 
ams, in   reply,  refers  to   the   sentiment 
which  the  United  States  entertuns  of  the  | 


r 


«3 


ENFORCKMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY. 


XXXIII 


CASE  OF  THE  LAIRDS'  IR0N-CLAD8— Continued. 


Na 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


153 


Mr.  Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


714 
716 
7n 


Mr.    Seward    to 

Mr.  Adama. 
do 


do 


1863. 


Sept.  19 


Sept.  19 
Sept.  19 
Sept.  19 


Subject. 


danger  of  the  improner  and  unfriendly 
employment  of  Bntinn  territory  by  the 
insurgents  iu  a  manner  ut  variance  with 
rules  of  neutrality  and  the  good  will  im- 
posed by  treaties.  The  United  States,  in 
her  purchases  on  British  soil,  has  never 
passed  the  limit  of  the  law  of  trade,  though 
the  insurgents  persistently  have  done  so. 
Enumeration  of  instances.  Quotes  from 
authorities  cited  by  Earl  Kussell  to  prove 
that  instances  referred  to  cannot  be  iimo- 
cent.  That  the  foreign  enlistment  act  was 
intended  to  remove  cause  for  complaiut, 
and  after  the  announcement  that  it  was 
fully  efl'ective,  inefficacy  conld  not,  jiwtly, 
be  pleaded  by  England.  It  was  inferred 
from  Lord  Russell's  note  of  the  1st  instant 
that  the  British  government  virtually  ab- 
negate<I  their  power  to  j)revent  the  viola- 
tion of  admitted  obligations  of  neutrality. 
This  inference  prompted  firm  but  respect- 
ful proteiit  of  United  States.  Reviews 
Mr.  Bravay's  alleged  ownership  of  the 
rams,  and  the  induenco  of  that  misrepre- 
sentation of  facts.  The  interests  of  the 
two  nations  are  of  too  much  magnitude 
te  be  measured  by  the  infinitesimal  scale 
of  the  testimony  pennissible  before  a  jury 
in  a  common  law  court.  Refers  to  George 
Canning's  opinion  as  te  permitting  ships 
equipped  in  British  harbors  to  sneak  his 
country  into  war.  Though  the  inability 
to  pn»vent  some  violations  of  neutrality 
may  be  regarded  by  the  Uuite»d  States  as 
proc^^eding  from  especial  causes,  they  are 
insecure  when  all  barriers  are  removed  to 
the  effective  levying  of  war  from  Great 
Britain  in  a  most  formidable  scale.  Unre- 
liable character  of  Mr.  Bravay's  testimony, 
and  the  propriety  of  invoking  all  the  ma- 
jesty of  the  law  to  establish  justice  and 
maintain  peace.  Mr.  Adams  believes  that 
no  efforts  are  intermitted  to  prepare  the 
war  vessels  for  immediate  departure. 

Has  been  informed  that  the  ram  296  will  be 
conveyed  to  her  owner,  and  placed  under 
Danish  dag.  The  Lairds  gave  the  infor- 
mation, and  further  assert  that  the  rams 
have  not  been  stopped.  The  Danish  con- 
sul promises  to  communicate  any  informa- 
tion that  may  reach  him  in  relation  to  the 
subject. 

Communicates  Presiilent's  approval  of  pro- 
ceedings re1ate<l  in  Mr.  Adams's  No.  4^ 

Communicates  President's  approval  of  pro- 
ceediugs  related  in  Mr.  Adams's  No.  4H8. 

Incloses  memorandum  of  Mr.  Stuart,  acting 
British  clifurg6  d'affaires,  stating  that  an 
order  was  sent  on  the  5th  instant,  prior  to 
receipt  of  Mr.  Adams's  note,  to  prevent 
the    departure    of    the    rams.     Though 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


1863. 


725 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


504 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


729 


Mr.    Seward   to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Sept.  28 


Oct. 


Oct.      5 


516 
164 


518 


Mr.    Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Oct. 
Oct. 


10 


Oct.    16 


Subject. 


not  built  for  the  insurgents,  the  vessels 
may  have  since  been  transferred.  The 
British  government  have  doubts  as  to  the 
sufficiency  of  the  evidence  to  meet  the  re- 
quirenienta  of  the  courts.  That  they  pre- 
fer to  have  no  publicity  given  to  their  de- 
termination. 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  492.  The  Presi- 
dent ap])reciates  the  firmness  and  fidelity 
of  the  British  ministry  to  just  principles 
while  surrounded  by  embarrassments  and 
aggravations.  Infonn  Lord  Russell  that 
the  United  States  will  conduct  it«  inter- 
course with  Great  Britain  with  such  care 
that  the  termination  of  the  civil  war  will 
find  no  i)ermanent  cause  of  discontent  be- 
tween them. 

The  event  of  the  week  is  the  speech  of  Earl 
Russell  at  Blairgowrie,  which  shows 
marked  advance  in  his  lordship's  opinions. 
There  are  indications  of  a  disposition  to 
leave  question  of  detention  of  iron-clads 
so  doubtful  as  to  encourage  rebels  to  keep 
hold  of  them.  Incloses  first  note  of  Lord 
Russell  in  regard  to  detention  of  rams, 
and  to  the  threats  implied  in  Mr.  Adams's 
previous  note.  Second.  Mr.  Adams's  re- 
ply thereto. 

President's  concern  that  there  still  remains 
a  doubt  whether  the  iron-clads  will  be 
prevented  from  mailing.  Though  the  neu- 
trality of  Great  Britain  may  be  satisfac- 
tory to  herself,  that  does  not  relieve  the 
gravity  of  the  question  in  the  Unit-cd 
States.  The  proclamation  of  neutrality 
was  a  concession  of  belligerent  rights  to  the 
the  insurgents,deemed  by  the  United  States 
unnecessary'  and  unfriendly ;  and  it  has 
since  proved  injurious.  Tlie  United 
States  have  never  violated  any  foreign 
municipal  law,  or  law  of  nations  or  comity 
towanls  Great  Britain,  and  they  refuse  to 
be  derogated  from  the  position  of  a  sov- 
ereign nation  in  amity  with  British 
government,  and  be  placed  upon  a  footing 
of  equality  with  the  insurgents.  Reviews 
navsJ  capacity  of  United  States  to  con- 
tend with  foreign  aggression.  Unity  of 
sentiment  in  United  States  upon  the  im- 
portance of  resisting  such  aggression. 

Incloses  note  from  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to 
misunderstanding  of  certain  passage  in 
previous  note  from  Mr.  Adams. 

Cantain  Inglefield  has  been  ordered  to  seize 
tne  rams  if  they  attempt  to  saiL  Calls 
attention  to  a  slip  from  the  Post  in  regard  to 
the  protest  of  the  Southern  club  at  Preston 
against  the  action  of  the  government. 

Energetic  action  of  the  government  in  re- 
gard to  the  rams  has  been  prompted  by 
suspicion  that  attempts  would  be  made  to 
get  one  of  them  out  by  stealth.    Their 
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586;  Mr.   Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


I 


195   Mr.  Dadley    to 
I     Mr.  Seward. 


GM 


Oct    29 


Dec.    12 


633 


641 


Mr.    Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


.-..  do 


m 


1864. 
Feb.    25 


Mar.   29 


April    7 


April  28 


surveillance  has  produced  an  excellent 
effect  in  inspiriui;  confidence  in  the  proHe- 
cution  of  the  tleclaretl  iMjlicy  of  Great 
Britain.  Probable  tender  of  the  vessels 
to  the  Danes.  There  is  a  scheme  to  seize 
them  tn  traimtu.  Vessels  preparing;  at 
Glasgow  are  quite  as  fonnidable  as  tnose 
at  Liverpool.  The  case  of  the  Alexandra 
will  probably  come  up  on  appeal  to  the 
exchequer  chamber  in  a  few  weeks.  In- 
closes note  to  Lord  Russell  expressing  sat- 
isfaction with  proceeding  of  British  gov- 
ernment in  reganl  to  the  rams.  Incloses 
note  and  accompaniments  relating  to  the 
presence  in  Liverpool  of  seventy  seamen 
belonging  to  the  insurgent  vessel  Florida, 
who  rame  from  Brest  with  a  view  to  em- 

Sloyment  in  the  insurgent  service.    Earl 
lussell  acknowledges  the  note,  and  says 
the  subject  is  under  considenitiou. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  dispatches.  Com-  ri91 
ments  of  Historicus  upon  the  bearing  of 
iutercepte<l  insurgent  dispatches  on  the 
action  of  the  rel>eTs  at  Liverpool.  Speech 
of  Mr.  Laird  in  Parliament.  He  ventures 
to  threaten  the  covemment.  Comments 
upon  the  judicial  blindne-ss  prevailing  in 
British  policy.  Hope  of  getting  out  the 
rams  does  not  appear  to  be  quite  extin- 
guished. Captain  luglefield  seems  re- 
solved to  do  his  duty  in  good  faith. 

Examination  of  Yonge  by  Mr.  Hamel.    Visit     392 
of  Mr.  Hamel  and  Captain  Inglefield  to 
the  rams;  the  latter  in  his  official  report 
will  say  that  they  are  of  the  most  formi- 
dable and  warlike  character. 

Transmits  debate  in  House  of   Commons     392 
upon  a  call  for  papers  on  the  subject  of 
the  iron-clads.    Condition  of  parties  and 
character  of  vote  in  the  house  on  the  for- 
eign policy  of  the  ministry. 

Transmits  printed  copy  of  correspondence     393 
of  the  government  with   Messrs.  Laird 
touching  the  detention  of  the  iron-clad 
rams. 

Conference  with  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to  393 
the  iron-clads.  The  claim  of  Mr.  Bravay 
as  to  their  ownership.  Apprehends  con- 
flict with  Great  Britain  unless  the  strug- 
gle in  America  be  brought  to  a  successful 
issue. 

Trial  of  the  case  of  Messrs.  Lairds'  rams  has  394 
been  fixed  for  the  27th  of  May.  There  are 
rumors  that  they  have  been  privately  sold. 
Lord  CeciPs  motion  concerning  them  will 
not  be  pressed.  The  vessels  sent  to  China 
under  Captain  Osbome*s  contract  have 
been  taken  by  the  government.  The  Ala- 
bama is  reported  at  Cape  Town.  Georgia 
and  Bappiuiannock  are  still  near  France. 
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699 


Mr.    Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


964 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Date. 


1864. 
May    26 


June     9 


Subject. 


Lairds'  rams  have  been  sold  to  the  British 
government.  The  base  of  insurgent  ope- 
rations will  probably  be  transferred  to  the 
other  side  of  the  channel.  The  proceeds 
of  the  sale  of  the  Georgia,  the  Ghisgow 
ram,  and  the  iron-clads  will  be  probably 
applie<l  to  the  outfit  of  the  four  vessels 
now  constructing  in  France.  Men  are 
still  enlisting  and  being  sent  over.  The 
Alabama  will  probably  be  off  France  in 
July  ;  the  Flonda  is  now. 

In  the  pun^hase  of  the  Lairds'  iron-clmls  the 
government  sees  with  lively  satisfaction 
the  removal  of  an  unhappy  occasion  of 
disagreement  between  the  two  countries. 
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266 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


423 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


1862. 
Nov.   27 


Doc.    13 


278 


281 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


.do. 


286 


do 


Dec.    19 


Deo.    25 


1863. 
Jan.      1 


Incloses  Lord  Russell's  note  stating  that  re- 
cruiting in  Ireland  for  the  United  States 
army  is  illegal,  and  is  calculat<^d  to  in- 
crease the  dithculties  already  incident  to 
the  observance  of  neutrality.  Mr.  Adams 
replies  that  he  has  no  disposition  to  give 
the  smallest  countenance  to  any  such  en- 
terprise on  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
and  will  disavow  the  operations  of  any 
self-styled  agents.  Comments  upon  Brit- 
ish simtiment. 

Authorizes  Mr.  Adams  to  assure  Lord  Rus- 
sell that  the  United  States  has  no  agents 
of  any  kind  in  Great  Britain  or  any  for- 
eign country  who  are  instructed  to  enlist 
soldiers  or  seamen  for  the  military  or  naval 
forces  of  the  United  States.  The  govern- 
ment avow,  however,  that  voluntary  im- 
migration is  a  cardinal  element  of  their 
prosperity.  The  army  and  navy  are  open 
to  immigrants  who  may  desire  to  enlist, 
but  not  until  they  have  arrived  on  Amer- 
ican shores  and  become  subject  to  Amer- 
ican jurisdiction  and  laws. 

Incloses  Lord  Russell's  not-e  stating  that  fur- 
ther inquiries  develop  the  fact  that  the 
reports  of  recruiting  in  London  for  the 
United  States  army  are  without  founda- 
tion. 

Incloses  Lord  Russell's  not<e  in  regard  to  the 
complaint  of  the  British  government 
against  the  United  States  for  replenishing 
its  arsenals  from  British  sources  and  the 
enlistment  of  British  subjects  into  its 
army. 

Incloses  his  note  to  Lord  Russell  replying  to 
the  charge  preferred  against  the  United 
States  for  having  systematically,  in  diate- 
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to  whom. 


310 


Kr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


538 


Mr.   8eward    to 
Mr.   Adams. 


369 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1863. 


Jan.    29 


April    2 


April    9 


April  17 


April  24 


April  30 


gard  of  that  comity  of  nations  which  it 
■was  their  duty  to  observe,  induced  British 
subjects  to  violate  those  orders  which,  in 
conformity  with  neutrality,  Great  Britain 
has  eujoined  all  her  subjects  to  j)re8erve. 

Incloses  Lord  Ru.*welP8  note  retracting  accu-  401 
sat  ion  so  far  as  it  may  be  construed  to 
mean  that  Mr.  Adams  has  encouraged  in 
England  the  enlistment  of  British  sub- 
jects into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
Alleges  that  Mr.  Seward,  in  correspond- 
ence with  Mr.  Stuart,  treats  the  endeavor 
to  enlist  British  sailors,  in  case  of  Sunbeam, 
as  aifonling  no  ground  of  complaint  for 
Great  Britain.  Mr.  Adams  replies  that  he 
does  not  believe  that  the  facts  will  prove 
the  existence  of  any  systematic  policy 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  induce 
British  subjects  to  improperly  enlist  in  its 
service. 

President  regrets  the  decisions  of  the  403 
British  government  declining  to  interfere 
to  arrest  proceedings  of  British  subjects 
within  Bntish  jurisdiction,  hostile  to  the 
United  States.  It  is  deemed  advisable  to 
endeavor  to  secure  the  enforcement  of  the 
enlistment  laws  through  the  courts. 

Incloses  note  from  Lord  Russell,  stating  that  403 
no  act  has  been  done  in  England  contrary 
to  the  obligations  of  neutrality,  as  recog- 
nize<l  by  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  or  any  act  capable  of  bein^  made 
the  subject  of  a  criminal  prosecution. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell,     404 
in  which  Mr.  Adams  denies  the  allegation 
that  the  government  of  the  United  States 
had  authorized  the  enlistment  of  men  in 
Grtuit  Britain  for  their  service. 

Lord  Russell,  in  note  of  the  16th,  renews  406 
the  allegation  that  men  are  being  encour- 
aged to  emigrate  with  a  view  to  entering 
the  service  of  United  State-s.  Cites  the 
departure  of  young  men  from  Queens- 
town.  Ireland.  Mr.  Adams  replies  that 
consular  officers  of  the  United  States  have 
been  instructed  to  desist  from  encourag- 
ing, in  any  way,  such  enlistments.  That 
railroad  companies  of  the  United  States  are 
making  efforts  to  procure  supidies  of 
aliens  from  foreign  lands,  who  wnll  be, 
from  that  circumstance,  exempted  from 
the  risk  of  being  called  into  the  service. 
That  a  scarcity  of  labor  in  the  United 
States,  together  with  cause  mentioned, 
may  exphiin  the  phenomena  of  emigra- 
tion. 

Incloses  note  of  Lord  Russell,  requesting     407 
that    before  any  repetition  of  complaints 
in   regard   to    the   enlistment  of  British 
sailors    in    the    confederate    service,    all 
British  subjects   serving  in  the   federal 
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398 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


580 


406 


Mr.    Seward     to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1863. 


April  30 


410 


589 


do 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


May      5 


May      7 


May      8 
May     9 


Subject. 


I 


army  and  navy  may  be  discharged,  and  i 
further  enlistments  of  that  character  pro-  j 
hibitcKl.  Mr.  Adams  replies  that  he  does 
not  i)erceive  that  the  enforcement  of  the 
prohibitory  law  of  Great  Britain  is  made 
dependent  upon  the  exterior  action  of 
parties  making  complaints  of  the  conmiis- 
sion  of  offenses  like  those  involved  in  the 
case  of  the  Japan,  alias  the  Vir^^ia. 
There  is  no  law  in  the  United  States 
which  will  permit  the  discharge  from  the 
anny  of  British  subjects  who  have  volun- 
turily  cDlisted.  As  Great  Britain  cannot 
go  beyond  the  law  in  applying  a  remedy 
to  any  abuse,  it  would  not  counsel  another 
government  to  do  that  which  itself  re- 
luses  to  do.  In  reply  to  petitions  for  dis- 
charge of  citizens  of  United  States  from, 
service,  Great  Britain  has  never  acknowl- 
edged a  right  to  request  discharge. 
Granting  the  ap])lication  sometimes  as  a 
favor,  it  has  always  required  return  of 
the  money  advanced  to  the  recruit. 
Cites  Lord  Stowell  as  authority  for  ad- 
mitting foreigners  into  military  service  in 
time  of  war.  Cites  Lord  Clarendon's 
dispatch  to  Mr.  Crampton.  Incloses 
statute  of  th»i  realm,  legalizing  such  en- 
listments. Incloses  agreement  made  with 
men  entered  for  the  voyage  of  the  Japan, 
alias  the  Virginia. 

Inclosing  his  note  communicating  to  Lord 
Russefi  letters  from  Mr.  Aspinwall  and 
Mr.  Forbes,  in  regard  to  the  emigration  to 
America  of  mechanics  and  lalwrers  to  be 
employed  on  railroads  and  in  mines,  in- 
8t<»a<l  of  in  the  anny,  an  supposed  by  the 
British  government. 

Mr.  Adams's  denial  of  allegations  that  Unit<^d 
States  is  enlisting  recruits  in  Great  Brit^iiu 
for  its  armies  is  approved.  The  United 
States  has  no  agent  for  such  a  purpose. 

Lord  Russell's  note  is  inclosed  explaining 
that  United  States  had  no  right  to  com- 
plain, as  of  an  unfriendly  act  by  Great 
Britain,  that  British  subjects  took  service 
with  the  confederates,  so  long  as  United 
States  allowed  and  encouraged  British 
subjects  to  enter  United  States  Army.  Mr. 
Adams  replies  by  note  that  he  is  happy  to 
understand  that  no  intention  was  enter- 
tained to  put  obstacles  in  the  way  of  re- 
monstrances on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  agaiust  improper  enlistment  in 
Great  Britain  of  British  subjects  by  in- 
surgents. 

Incloses  brief  note  from  Lord  Russell  which 
seems  to  end  correspondence  on  the  subject 
of  emigration. 

The  emigration  from  England,  which  is  re- 
garded by  British  authorities  as  a  flow  of 
their  subjects  into  the  army  of  the  United 
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597 


Mr.  Seward     to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Earl  Russell   to 
Mr.  Adams. 


729 


Hr.  Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.Arbuthnotto 
Mr.  Hammond. 


1863. 


May    18 


Sept.  11 


Oct.      5 


Nov.   21 


548 


£arl  of  Donongh- 
more  to  Earl 
RuiseU. 


Mr.   Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward* 


Nov.   25 


Dec.     4 


Stat^u),  is  explained  by  the  natural  advan- 
tages and  indncenients  of  the  land  over 
Europe.  Denial  of  the  employment  of  an 
agent  in  Ireland,  or  any  foreign  couDtry, 
to  procure  enlistments.  Hopes  that  this 
new  result,  in  Europe,  of  United  States 
civil  war  will  justify  the  belief  that  the 
insurrection  has  no  tenacity  of  life. 

Approves  Mr.  Adams's  proceedings  on  the 
prosecution  of  the  correspondence  con- 
cerning the  legality  of  the  enlistment  of 
foreigners. 

States  that  he  hopes  that  the  reports  that 
agents  of  the  United  St^ites  are  employed 
in  Great  Britain  to  engage  British  subjects 
to  emigrate  to  the  United  States  with  a 
view  of  enlistment  in  the  militaiy  service 
of  the  United  States  are  unfounded.  Such 
a  proceeding  would  be  at  variance  with 
the  doctrine  laid  down  by  the  President 
in  1855,  (luring  the  Russian  war. 

Derivation  of  military  supplies  from  Great 
Britain  and  the  enlistment  of  British  sub- 
jects would  never  have  been  necessary  if 
Great  Britain  had  not  first  raised  the  insur- 
gents to  the  position  of  belligerents.  The 
United  States  cannot  be  said  to  have  vio- 
lated any  nmnicipal  law  or  treaty,  or  the 
law  of  nations,  or  even  comity  towards  the 
British  government  in  the  supplies  derived 
from  British  sources  or  the  volunteer  re- 
cruits accepted  from  among  voluntary 
British  resi(lents  in  the  United  States.  The 
United  Stiites  stand  on  impregnable  ground 
when  they  refuse  to  bo  <lerogated  by  any 
act  of  British  government  from  their  posi- 
tion as  sovereign  nation  and  be  placed  up- 
on footing  with  domestic  insurgents. 

Acquainting  Mr.  Hammond  with  the  report 
that  United  States  war  sloop  Kearsarge 
had  taken  on  board  British  subjects  at 
Queenstown.  Incloses  Mr.  Garduer^s  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Hamilton,  in  regard  to  John 
Dunn's  statement  as  to  the  conveyance  to 
the  Kearsarge  of  certain  persons  persuaded 
to  go  to  sea  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  by  James  Haley,  a  British  subject 
in  the  American  service. 

Incloses  letter  from  Mr.  J.  M.  Mason,  with 
accompanying  affidavits,  relating  to  the 
alleged  improper  enlistment  of  British 
subjects  on  board  the  Kearsarge  while  at 
Cork. 

Incloses  Lord  Russell's  note  respecting  the 
shipment  of  British  subjects  on  board  the 
United  States  ship  of  war  Kearsarge  when 
in  the  iM>rt  of  Queenstown.  The  affidavits 
of  Patrick  Kennedy  and  Edward  Lynch 
are  inclosed  and  their  contents  reviewed. 
Mr.  Adams  replies  that  he  has  taken  steps 
to  obtain  the  necessary  explanations  fh>m 
Mr.  Eastman,  United  States  consul,  who  is 
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Secretary  to  the 
admiralty  to 
Mr.  Hammond. 


Do 


553 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1863. 


Dec.      9 


Dec.    19 


Dec.    11 


Mr.  Hammond  to 
Mr.  Wadding- 
ton. 


Mr.  Bnice  to  Mr. 
Hammond. 


Mr.  Hammond  to 
Mr.  Bruce. 


561 


Mr.    Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Dec.    12 


Dec.    16 


Dec.    17 


Deo.    22 


Subject. 


alleged  to  have  been  implicated  in  the  mat- 
ter. Mr.  Adams  informs  Mr.  Seward  that 
Mr.  Eastman  denies  any  complicity  in  the 
business ;  says  that  it  is  apparent  that  a 
trap  was  laid  for  the  commander  of  the 
Kearsarge. 

Incloses  letter  of  Roar-Admiral  Sir  L.  Jones  43S. 
to  the  secretary  to  the  admiralty,  in  which 
it  is  stated  that  Captain  Wiuslow  found, 
after  his  departure  from  Qneenstown,  fif- 
teen men  secreted  on  board  his  vessel,  the 
Kearsarge;  that  he  has  landed  the  men; 
that  he  did  not  want  to  enlist  any  seamen 
and  only  wanted  a  clerk.  The  men  await 
decision  of  custom-house  authorities  in 
London. 

Incloses  Rear- Admiral  Sir  L.  Jones's  letter  to  4S 
the  secretary  to  the  admiralty,  covering 
Captain  Wiuslow's  communication  stating 
that  he  had  come  to  off  Queenstowii  to  land 
sixteen  refugees,  who  had  concealed  them- 
selves on  the  Kearsarge  prior  to  her  de- 
parture from  Queenstown,  and  that  he  had 
given  his  certificate  with  a  representation 
of  the  circumstance,  by  the  executive  offi- 
cer of  the  ship,  to  the  American  consul. 

Incloses  note  to  Lord  Russell  trausmitting  44 
Mr.  Eastman's  denial  of  any  participation 
in  the  shipment  of  seamen  upon  board  of 
the  Kearsarge,  and  discrediting  the  state- 
ment that  seamen  were  enlisted  by  au- 
thority of  the  captain.  Mr.  Adams  com- 
municates to  Mr.  Seward  Mr.  Eastman's 
explanation  of  the  landing  of  sixteen  men 
found  secreted  on  board  the  Kearsarge ; 
Ca]>tain  Winslow's  and  Lieutenant  Thorn- 
ton's statements  in  regard  to  the  transac- 
tion are  also  api>ended. 

Transmits  papers  respecting  the  enlistment 
at  Queenstown  of  various  British  subjects 
to  serve  on  board  the  United  States  steam 
vessel  of  war,  the  Kearsarge.  The  law  offi- 
cers are  of  the  opinion  that  these  men 
should  be  prosecuted  under  the  foreign 
enlistment  act. 

Has  laid  before  Sir  George  Grey  his  lett<*.r, 
and  its  accompaniments,  respecting  enlist- 
ment of  British  subjects  at  Queenstown 
for  the  Kearsarge.  The  papers  have  been 
sent  to  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  for 
him,  if  he  sees  fit,  to  oi-der  the  prosecution 
of  the  men  so  enlisted,  under  the  foreign 
enlistment  act. 

Transmitting  for  Secretary  Sir  Grey's  con-  43 
sideration,  a  further  note  from  Mr.  Adams 
covering  a  letter  from  the  captain  of  the 
United  States  steamer  Kearsarge,  respect- 
ing the  seamen  embarked  on  boanl  that 
vessel  at  Queenstown. 

Transmits  correspondence  with  Lord  Rns-     42 
sell  respecting  the   allegation  of  enlist- 
ments on  board  the  Kearsarge  at  Queens- 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


m 


794 


Mr.  F.W.Seward 
to  Mr.  Adams. 


do 


801 


m 


Mr.  Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


do 


571    Mr.    Adams     to 
Kr.  Seward. 


819 


Mr.   Seward    to 
Hr.  Adams. 


584 


Kr.    Adams     to 
Hr.  Seward. 


Iff.  Seward  to 
Hr.  Adams. 

Hr.  Adams  to 
Ifr.  Seward. 


Dat«. 


1863. 


Dec.    26 


Dec.    29 


1864. 
Jan.      5 


Jan.      6 


Jan.    14 


Jan.    18 


Jan.    28 


Feb.    13 
Mar.     3 


Subject. 


town.  Mr.  Adams  is  led  to  infer  the  gov- 
ernment is  not  altogether  satisfied  with 
the  replies  given  by  the  consul  and  Com- 
mander Winslow. 

Aj)proves  the  reply  to  Lord  Russell  in  rela- 
tion to  the  alleged  violation  of  the  foreign 
enlistment  law  of  Great  Britain.  The 
United  States  will  thoroughly  investigate 
the  charges  against  Consul  Eastman  and 
Captain  Winslow,  of  improper  participa- 
tion in  the  enlistment  of  men  upon  board 
the  Kearsarge. 

Incloses  copy  of  Consul  Eastman's  dispatch 
to  the  department,  explaining  conduct  of 
the  commander  of  the  Kearsarge  in  enlist- 
ing the  men  found  secreted  on  his  ship 
after  leaving  Queenstown,  and  their  subse- 
quent dismissal  at  the  same  port. 

States  if  no  facts  appear  controverting  the 
denial  of  the  consul  of  any  complicity 
with  the  alleged  enlistment  of  British  sub- 
jects on  board  the  Kearsarge,  that  it  seems 
that  his  innocence  is  established ;  and  if 
no  fact*  appear  controverting  the  state- 
ment of  Captain  Winslow,  Mr.  Adams  will 
say  to  Lord  Russell  that  it  seems  that 
Captain  Winslow  has  not  intentionally 
violated  the  anti-enlistment  laws  of  Great 
Britain,  although  the  petty  officers  of  the 
ship  may  have  practiced  some  irregularity. 

Communicates  letter  from  Secretary'  of  the 
Navy  and  its  accompaniments  from  Cap- 
tain Winslow,  in  regard  to  the  alleged 
improper  enlistment  of  men  at  Queens- 
town  for  the  Kearsarge.  Mr.  Seward  pre- 
sumes that  the  case  may  now  be  presented 
to  the  British  government  in  a  shai>e  that 
may  satisfy  it  that  the  transaction  was  not 
intentional. 

Has  concluded  to  postpone  action  in  Mr. 
Eastman's  case  until  it  can  be  ascertained 
whether  Lord  Russell  has  made  any  repre- 
sentation through  Lord  Lyons.  Does  not 
find  from  the  depositions  that  Mr.  East- 
man is  st^riously  implicated. 

After  reading  No.  561  from  Mr.  Adams,  it  is 
not  easy  to  discover  the  points  of  difference 
between  the  consuPs  stat<ements  and  the 
opposing  ones.  Renews  instructions  to  in- 
vestigate ;  if  necessary  remove  the  consul, 
and  report. 

Has  concluded  to  defer  any  action  under  the 
instructions  to  open  the  case  of  alleged 
improper  enlistments,  until  either  Lord 
Russell  shall  take  some  new  step  in  the 
matter,  or  else  Mr.  Seward  shall  again  re- 
new the  instnictions. 

Approves  Mr.  Adams's  course  in  leaving  the 
complaint  al>out  the  Kearsarge  at  rest. 

Infers  from  Lord  Russell's  reply  to  the  com- 
plaint of  Lord  Clauricardo,  made  in  the 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


620 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.   Seward. 


Date. 


1864. 


Mar.    18 


880 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


893 


do 


644 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Do. 


658 


do 


Mar.   21 


April    4 


April    8 


April    8 


April  14 


Subject. 


House  of  Lonls,  about  the  Kearsnrge,  that 
the  letter  of  Commander  Winslow  was 
construed  as  putting  an  end  to  the  ques- 
tion. 

Transmits  copy  of  the  proceedings  in  the 
Crown  court  in  the  case  of  the  men  re- 
ceived in  the  Kearsarge.  The  use  of  the 
most  extraordinary'  misrepresentations  by 
the  presiding  judge  to  discourage  emicTa- 
tion  to  America,  is  one  of  the  marked 
features  of  the  transaction.  The  persons 
of  much  more  influence  will  next  bo  tried. 
There  is  little  expectation  of  a  similar  ver- 
dict of  guilty  in  their  case. 

In  regard  to  the  conversations  held  with 
Lord  Russell  touching  affairs  in  Ireland. 
The  government  neither  authorizes  nor 
even  Knows  of  any  proceedings  for  recruit- 
ing in  Ireland.  Recruiting  is  active  in 
large  American  cities,  and  it  is  not  impos- 
sible that  persons  may  have  extended  it 
among  the  emigrating  population  of  Ire- 
land. It  is  not  known  to  be  true,  how- 
ever. Mr.  Adams  is  authorized,  in  his 
discretion,  to  address  circular  letter  to 
consuls  in  Ireland  cautioning  all  Ameri- 
can agents  to  refrain  from  violation  of 
British  enlistment  laws. 

While  United  States  has  no  objection  to 
proceedings  against  persons  who  attempt- 
ed to  enlist  on  Kearsarge,  it  is  entitled  to 
claim  that  pending  prosecutions  against 
British  subjects  engaged  in  forming  in- 
surgent naval  expeditions  shall  be  con- 
ducted with  energy  and  dispatch. 

Inclosing,  first.  Lord  Russell's  note,  cover- 
ing newspaper  report  of  the  trial  of  the 
men  alleged  to  have  been  enlisted  on  the 
steamer  Kearsarge,  and  asking  for  any 
explanation  that  Mr.  Adams  nnght  have 
to  make.  Mr.  Adams's  reply  thereto,  con- 
taining the  explanatory  stat-ement  re- 
queste<l.  Second,  Mr.  Adams's  note  to 
Lord  Russell,  requesting  permission  for  the 
Kearsarge  to  remain  in  the  Victoria  dock, 
at  London,  for  repairs.  Reply  of  Lord 
Russell,  complaining  of  Captain  Winslow's 
conduct  in  other  respects,  and  omitting 
all  notice  of  the  permission  asked  for. 
Mr.  Adams  rejoins,  considering  Lord  Rus- 
sell's note  as  a  refusal,  that  Captaiin 
Winslow  should  be  directed  to  leave. 
The  Kearsarge,  however,  left  before  the  re- 
ception by  the  captain  of  Mr.  Adams's 
notice  to  quit. 

Incloses  private  circular  addressed  to  the 
four  consuls  in  Ireland,  enjoining  upon 
them  unusual  caution  in  their  relations 
with  x>eople  in  Ireland  desiring  to  emi- 
rate to  the  United  States. 

It  IS  quite  plain  that  there  was  some  conni- 
vance on  board  the  Kearsarge  in  the  scheme 
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ALLEGED  FEDERAL  REGELATING  IN  IRELAND— Continued. 


Y   i  From  whom  and 
*    I      to  whom. 


667 


^.   Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Lord   Lyons   to 
Earl  Russell. 


941 


947 


Mr.  Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


718 


do. 


Date. 


1864. 


April  22 


May      3 


May      7 


Mr.   Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


May    16 


June  16 


of  enlisting  the  Irishmen.  Haley,  the  Irish 
petty  officer,  seems  to  have  prompted  the 
action.  Investigation  of  the  matter  is  ne- 
cessary. Encloses  Lord  RusselUs  note  re- 
gretting that  officers  Thornton  and  Haley 
should  still  be  retained  in  the  United  States 
service,  and  also  his  note  enclosing  extracts 
from  Daniel  O^Conneirs  deposition,  which 
states  that  he  was  clothed  with  the  uni- 
fonn  of  a  United  States  sailor,  and  was 
sworn  with  the  knowledge  of  the  officers 
of  the  United  States  shiir>of  war  Kearsarge. 
Mr.  Adams  replies ;  reviews  the  testimony 
of  O'Connell  and  Lynch,  and  promises  to 
communicate  the  wish  for  further  investi- 
gation of  the  case  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States. 

Has  anticipated  the  suggestion  contained  in 
No.  893,  from  Mr.  Seward,  by  a  note  to  Lord 
Russell,  based  on  the  depositions  of  twenty- 
one  persons  enlisted  by  rebel  agents. 
Copies  will  be  sent  by  next  mail. 

In  regard  to  the  complaints  of  the  practices 
by  which  the  enlistment  of  many  British 
subjects  into  the  United  States  Army  has 
been  procured.  General  Dix's  report  to 
the  War  Department  of  the  improper 
means  employed  by  brokers  and  agents  to 
efifect  enlistments.  In  the  two  cases  whore 
British  subject*  have  been  condemned  to 
death  for  desertion  the  sentence  has  not 
been  executed. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  infonns  Mr.  Sew- 
ard that  it  would  not  comport  with  the  in- 
terests of  the  service  to  order  the  Kear- 
sarge home  at  present  to  investigate 
charge  against  Captain  Winslow.  When 
the  vessel  returns  the  charge  will  be  in- 
vestigated. 

Repeating  the  reasons  in  instruction  No.  941. 
Mr.  Seward  adds  that  when  the  Kearsarge 
can  with  safety  be  ordered  home  tne 
charges  against  the  officers  will  be  investi- 
gated, and  if  any  are  found  guilty  a  proper 
punisnment  will  be  meted  out  to  them. 

Transmits  debate  in  House  of  Lords  on  the 
subject  of  enlistments.  Lord  Russell  fails 
to  discriminate  between  the  act  of  one 
party,  which  persistently  enlists  men  in 
violation  of  the  obligation  of  neutrality  as 
well  as  the  municipal  law  of  the  kingdom, 
and  the  act  of  the  other,  which  only  ac- 
cept-s  men  voluntarily  resorting  to  the 
United  States  for  the  purpose  of  there  of- 
fering to  take  service.  Though  Lord  Rus- 
sell promises  Lord  Clanricaide  that  if  he 
will  produce  evidence  to  prove  the  enlist- 
ment of  any  person  in  England  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States,  proceedings 
shall  be  at  once  commenced,  Mr.  Adams 
has  yet  to  leam  that  a  single  case  of  enlist- 
ments for  the  insurgent  forces  has  been 
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No. 


From  whom  aiid 
to  whom. 


998 


1015 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


do... 


Date. 


1864. 


Jane  20 


July     2 


756 


Mr.    Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1068 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


July   29 


Ang.    15 


819 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Nov.   25 


1185 


Earl   Rassell  to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Nov.   26 


Dec.     9 


Subject. 


taken  iip  with  the  smallest  degree  of  en- 
ergy. There  is  pressure  in  Parliament  on 
the  ministry  wnenever  complaint  of  the 
action  of  the  United  States  is  in  question. 
Comments  upon  the  sentiment  in  Eng- 
land. 

Approves  Mr.  Adams's  note  of  the  23d  of  May 
to  Lord  Russell,  concerning  enlistments 
for  the  insurgent  marine  service  in  British 
ports.  Mr.  Adamses  urgency  is  commended. 

The  debate  in  the  House  of  Lords  in  regard 
to  the  alleged  American  violations  of  the 
enlistment  laws  of  Great  Brittain  has  ex- 
cited much  attention  in  the  United  States. 
The  Senate  has  called  for  information. 
A  copy  of  the  President's  reply  is  inclosed. 

Transmits  debate  in  House  of  Commons  on 
the  subject  of  enlistments.  Disposition 
to  emigrate  to  the  United  Stat4»,  which 

Srevails  among  the  poorer  classes  in  Great 
Britain,  excites  uneasiness.  Coming,  as 
it  does,  upon  the  general  desire  oi  the 
higher  classes  that  the  Union  should  be 
broken  up,  no  difficulty  remains  in  ac- 
counting for  the  peculiar  tone  of  the 
speakers  iu  the  debate. 

Observes,  from  Mr.  Adams's  No.  756,  that  the 
tone  of  the  House  of  Commons  is  less 
inimical  and  disrespectful  to  the  United 
States  tlijin  that  latt^y  exhibited  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  Examination  and  ex- 
planation of  the  circumstances  attending 
the  enlistment  of  arrived  immigrants  into 
the  army  of  the  United  States.  The  emi- 
gration from  Europe,  instead  of  being 
new  and  anomalous,  dates  from  the  six- 
teenth century,  and  is  a  process  by  which 
society  in  Europe  is  relieved  and  civiliza- 
tion in  America  instituted.  The  success 
of  the  Afiican  slave  trade  is  insured  if 
the  insurgents  succeed,  and  the  principle 
of  property  in  slaves  will  be  spread 
through  the  continent  of  North  America 
and  its  a<ljacent  islands.  An  enlarged 
view  of  the  question  will  make  it  appar- 
ent that  Great  Britain  is  hardly  less  inter- 
ested than  United  States  in  the  success  of 
the  emigration  to  America. 

^ir.  Dudley  has  reported  the  institution  of 
proceedings  in  regard  to  the  detention  of 
the  ship  Great  Western,  by  order  of  the 
British  government,  on  the  allegation  of 
some  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the 
foreign  enlistment  act.  Comments  thereon. 
No  communication  has  yet  been  made  by 
Lord  Russell. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  has 
permitted  recruiting  agent-s  t4>  enlist 
British  subjects,  while  under  the  influence 
of  opiates  and  drugs. 

Has  received  from  Liverpool  explicit  infor- 
mation concerning  the  detention  of  the 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


390 


845 


Mr.  WUding    to 
Mr.  SewarcL 


Mr.   Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Date. 


1864. 


Nov.    18 


Dec.    29 


Subject. 


Great  Western  at  that  port.  Repeats 
that  the  United  States  has  no  knowledge 
of  any  design  to  enlist  recmita  for  its 
army  within  British  jurisdiction.  Any 
person  violating  British  laws  will  be  left 
to  their  penalties.  If  any  undue  inter- 
ference with  citizens  of  the  United  States 
shall  have  occurred,  prejudicial  to  their 
legal  rights,  protests  may  be  made. 
Incloses  newspaper  extracts  in  reganl  to  the 
alleged  recruiting  for  the  federal  army  and 
the  shipment  of  the  recruits  on  the  Great 
Western.  Two  hundred  men  preparing  to 
embark  upon  the  Great  Western  were  ap- 

Sealed  to  by  confederate  agents,  who  in- 
uced  fifty  of  them  to  rcuise  to  go  on 
board.  Out  of  four  hundred  passengers 
but  two  could  be  induced  to  disembark  by 
British  officers  sent  on  board  for  that  pur- 
pose. It  appears  that  Messrs.  Bliss,  Ward 
&  Rosevelt,  of  New  York,  made  an  agree- 
ment with  the  owners  of  the  Great  west- 
em  to  pay  the  passage  of  one  hundred  per- 
sons with  a  view  to  giving  them  employ- 
ment in  the  United  States  for  at  least  one 
year.  Captnin  Byrne,  who  was  sent  over 
to  superintend  the  embarkation  of  the 
passengers,  disappeared  as  soon  as  the  stir 
began  about  improper  emigration  with  a 
view  to  enlistments  in  the  American  anny. 
Knowledge  of  this  circumstance  by  the 
British  government  may  account  for  de- 
tention of  Great  Western. 
The  relea.se  of  the  Great  Western  has  dis- 
posed of  the  questions  involved  in  its  de- 
tention. 


o 

^ 
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567 


Mr.    Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


579 


do 


565 


do.. 


1864. 
Jan.      8 


Jan.    21 


Jan.    28 


Is  informed  that  prosecutions  are  in  contem-  464 
plation  against  several  commercial  houses 
who  have  been  engaged  in  promoting 
plots  of  the  rebels  and  their  British  sym- 
pathizers. Propriety  of  the  British  gov- 
ernment initiating  the  prosecutions.  Re- 
views the  policy  of  the  British  ministry 
in  snch  cases  and  the  general  result  of 
similar  prosecutions.    Case  of  Victor. 

Prosecutions  have  been  commenced  not  only     465 
against  parties  at  Liverpool,  but  against 
one  of  the  principal  officers  in  the  dock 
vard  at  Sheemess,  for  violation  of  the  en- 
listment law.    Indications  of  this  policy. 

It  appears  from  the  tone  of  a  leader  in  the     465 
London    Times     that   the    prosecutions 
against  Rumble  for  complicity  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  steamer  Victor,  alias  Scylla, 
alias    the    Rappahannock,   and   against 
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THE  SUMTER. 


No. 

From  whom  and 
to  whom. 

Date. 

Sabject. 

t 

1099 
1630 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

1865. 
Dec.      1 

Dec.    18 

Incloses  report  of  proceedings  in  case  of  Cap- 
tain P.  8.  Corbett,  who  stands  charged  with 
having  eu]i8tc<l  certain  British  subjects  ou 
l>oanl  the  Sea  King  alias  Shenandoah,  in 
violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

The  actual  result  of  the  case  of  Captain  Cor- 
bett, before  the  Court  of  Queen^s  Bench, 
excites  no  surprise  in  Washington. 

4- 
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REBEL   CRUISERS. 


THE  SUMTER. 


84 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


50 


53 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


.do 


1861. 
Sept.  10 


Sept.  28 


Oct.      4 


58 


.do. 


112 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Lord    Lyons    to 
EarlRuaBelL 


Oct.    11 


Oct.    29 


Nov.     4 


Incloses  copy  of  letter  from  Mr.  Bernard  in 
reference  to  connivance  of  the  authorities 
of  the  island  of  Trinidivd  with  the  rebels. 
Mr.  Adams  is  instructed  to  represent  the 
matter  to  the  British  government  and  ask 
for  redress. 

Has  mentioned  the  subject  of  the  reception 
of  the  rebel  cruiser  Sumter  by  the  author- 
ities at  Trinidad  to  Lord  Russell,  who  said 
that  it  had  been  referred  to  the  Crown 
lawyers  for  report.  Will  make  formal  re^)- 
resentation  in  a  few  days. 

Trausmit>s  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
complaining  against  the  ofHcial  recep- 
tion and  the  supplying  of  the  Sumter  at 
Trinidad  after  she  had  destroyed  eleven 
American  vessels,  as  shown  by  the  inclosed 
letter  from  Mr.  Bornanl,  and  requesting 
the  adoption  of  measures  to  prevent  such 
proceedings  in  the  future. 

Incloses  copy  of  Lord  RusselPs  note  stating 
that  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  have 
decided  that  the  action  of  the  authorities 
at  Trinidad,  in  receiving  the  Sumter  and 
allowing  her  to  take  on  supplies,  was  in 
accordance  with  her  Majesty  s  proclama- 
tion of  neutrality. 

Has  received  No.  58.  The  armament,  the 
spurious  commission,  and  the  depredations 
of  thi3  Sumter  constitute  her  a  pirate. 
1  he  President  deeply  regrets  that  the  Bri- 
tish government  can  give  no  satisfactory 
answer  to  our  complaint  against  her  ac- 
knowledgment and  toleration  by  their  col- 
onial auUiorities.  The  United  St^ates  will 
consider  'the  course  to  be  pursued  for  the 
]>rotection  of  their  commerce,  but  trust 
that  her  Majesty's  government  will  recon- 
sider their  aetermination. 

Relates  to  conversation  with  Mr.  Seward,  in 
which  the  latter,  referring  to  the  Sumter's 
reception  at  Trinidad,  stated  that  the 
Dutch  and  other  governments  had  adopt- 
ed a  rule  limiting  the  stay  of  rebel  ves- 
sels in  their  xK>rto  to  twenty-four  hours ; 
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h. 


108 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


JM  Bqatell  to 


Xr.  Adiuns    .to 

JIK*  "BjOWi^ll* 


Mr.  jSnraffiie  to 


Mr.   >A4m9I«    <to 


1861. 


Pec.    1,9 


1362. 
Jan.    10 


il^O.   i^ 


,J«iii.    90 


^'  .^S^pqigae  to 


$ 


m 
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Mr.    AdMBi     ib9 


^elj.     7 


F<*.    iW 


iMb.  JM 


AO--IF- 


"to  whioli  Lord  Lyons  replied  that  in  this 
n^ter  ^ach  government  probably  follow- 
ed jUsosFn  precedents^  but  that  the  Eoslish 
side  ||i;)cthi biting  belligerent  vessels  from 
liM^n^qg  prizes  into  British  ports  was' 
ai^ioter  <tha|i  that  of  iFrance  and  many 
other  powem. 

In  answ(H^4o  Mr.  Seward's  complaint  of  the 
trei^lBQpt  of  the  Sumter  by  the  colonial 
afithociljies,  iEarl  Russell  declares  that  the 
xeqc^p^on  and  privileges  accorded  her  at 
TriilidiaMl  wt^re  the  same  as  had  been  pre« 
viofL^ly  panted  by  the  Dutch  and  French 
authorities  fit  the  islands  of  Martinique 
.apd  CiMiVftcoa. 

The  .Sumter  has  arrived  at  ,€adic,  hai^ng 
deotroyod  threo  vessels  on  her  way  from 
jitio.  Ip  event  of  war  between  the  United 
Stfutoe  fMi0  England  it  is  said  the  rebels 
l^copg^e  to  start  out  live  vessels  Jfeom 
/^l^ropei^i  ports.  Their  outfits  are  not  yet 
.o<K|ii^ated.    The  Tuscarora  is  at  South- 

|j|iQloe«9  QOrrespondence  held  with  colonial 
fkii^QiiM^es  at  Gibraltar,  relative  to  arrival ! 
.Itftd  d^iivedations  of  the  Sumter.    She  has  ; 
iiqt.cofiUd  and  is  not  yet  ready  for  sea.       , 

At  Mr.  Spragiie's  request  transmits  copies  of ' 
letter  And  telegrams  from  him,  and  of  his ! 
oprre^pondepce  with  the  colonial  authori- ' 
tiee  at.^ibrf|ltar,  inclosing  sworn  protelrt« ' 
IHifl  depositions  of  ofl^cers  of  American! 
.veasela    destroyed  by  the    Sumter.     Mr. 
Bpragne  protested  against  the  equipment 
4ir  .supply  of  the  Sumter.    The  governor  \ 
T&pHXii  that   the    Queen's   proclamation; 
would  be  strictly  observed.    The  twenty-  I 
iburthoiu'  ride,  (that  vessels  of  one  bellig- 
ovepft  ahall  not  follow  those  of  the  other 
(Out  of  neutral  ports  within  twenty-four- 
hQ|M9)  would  be  enforced.    The  Gibraltar 
,008^1  companies  refused  ito  furnish  the  ves- 
40l  witli  coal. 

(Looloses  copy  of  his  letter  (to  Mr.  Adams.  The 
^|imt4)r:is  still  at  Gibraltar.  She  is  receiv- 
ing .clqtliiug  from  Southampton  and  water 
firoin  nhore*  The  authorities  refuse  to  al- 
low 4>ei'  nien,  who  have  come  on  shore,  to 
be  fqroibly  taken  baak  to  the  ship.  Mr. 
Spvi^tte  recommends  that  a  federal  vessel 
he  ^mt  ,to  watch  her  proceedings. 

'Hie (United  States  steamer  Tuscarosa^ha^.i^- 
rixe4; At  Gibraltar.  The  Sumter  is  still  in 
^pprt  .And  has  not  yet  coaled.  Incloses  cop- 
,mB  ,qf  4nrther  correspondence  with  the 
colonial  authori|ifls. 

XciHieinits  oppies  qf  dispAtchas  Jkwn  Mr. 
S^ri^0ne»  (one  of  which  ai^rivod  with  ithe 
4«cinimllH^  eei|l  broken,)  fuid  inclosed  corre- 
•pnn^enee  with  the  colonial  authorities  at 
(Qtbin#tHr*  Captain  Semmes,  of  the  Sum- 
^|i^«qimplained  to  the  governor  that  the 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


8 


280 


Mr.   Sprague   to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


184 


186 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Sewavd. 


do 


S87 


Mr.    Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Date. 


1868. 


Mar.    14 


Deo.    24 


•Deo.    27 


Dec.    31 


1863. 
Jan.     1 


Sabject. 


United  States  consul  had  enticed  away  the 
seamen  of  that  vessel;  to  which  Mr. 
Spraffne  replied  that  they  had  volnutarily 
asked  his  protection  and  nad  been  referred 
to  the  local  aathorities.  The  governor  ad- 
vised Mr.  Spragne  to  have  nothing  to  do 
with  them.  The  feeling  of  British  officials 
appears  to  be  unfriendly.  The  Sumter  is 
still  in  port)  being  unable  to  procure  coal. 
The  new  rules  laid  down  by  £arl  Russell, 
(January  31,)  limiting  the  stay  of  bellig- 
erent vessels  in  British  ports  to  twenty- 
four  hours,  unless  in  case  of  distress,  were 
to  go  into  effect  at  Gibraltar  on  the  19th. 

Incloses  copies  of  two  communications  to 
Mr.  Adams,  to  the  effect  that  the  Sumter  is 
still  in  port,  surrounded  by  United  States 
vessels  of  war. 

Transmits  copies  of  letters,  iuclosures,  and 
telegrams  from  Mr.  Sprague.  The  Sumter 
was  privately  sold  by  authority  from  Cap- 
tain Bullock,  rebel  agent  at  Liveri>ool. 
The  sale  was  not  consummated,  for  lack 
of  authority  from  Mr.  Mason,  and  was 
finally  canceled  and  the  vessel  advertised 
for  sale  at  public  auction.  Mr.  Sprague 
hereupon  protested,  on  the  ground  of  her 
being  a  prize  captured  from  United  States 
citizens  by  the  rebels,  and  stated  that  she 
would  be  liable  to  recapture;  to  which 
the  governor  replied  that  no  proof  of  her 
being  such  prize  had  been  furnished.  Mr. 
Sprague  claimed  that  the  sale  was  for  the 
purpose  of  avoiding  a  capture,  and  there- 
fore illegal.  The  governor  published  a 
notice  of  the  consults  protest  for  the  in- 
formation of  bidders,  and  also  of  the  state- 
ment of  the  captain  of  the  Sumter  that 
the  steamer  had  been  regularly  purchased 
in  New  Orleans.  Mr.  Adams  instructed 
Mr.  Sprague  to  protest  against  the  sale,  if 
apparentW  made  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
her  out  of  danger  with  intent  to  resume 
her  piratical  character,  but  to  acquiesce  if 
it  appear  to  be  a  bona  fide  transaction. 
The  vessel  was  finally  sold  to  an  English- 
man and  commenced  to  load ;  she  will  be 
convoyed  to  sea  if  necessary. 

M.  G.  Klingender,  of  Liverpool,  will  proba- 
bly purchase  the  Sumter  for  Fraser,  Tren- 
holm  &.  Co. 

As  expected,  Klingender  has  purchased  the 
Sumter.  She  is  probably  as  much  confed- 
erate property  as  before  the  sale,  and 
should  be  captured. 

Incloses  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
asserting  his  belief  that  the  sale  of  the 
Sumter  was  fraudulent,  asking  her  Majes- 
ty's government  to  prevent  any  damage 
to  the  United  States  ensuing  therefrom,  or, 
in  default  of  such  preventioui  declining  to 
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THE  SUMTER— Continued. 


292  I  Mr.    Adams     to 
Hr.  Sewaid. 


^ do .... 


•B4  ..^...do... 


Mr.   Dudley     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


^  ;  Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


40 
349 


44 


m 


Mr.  Dudley  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Adams  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


50 


Mr.   Dudley     to 
Mr.  Sewud. 


Mr.    Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  SowirL 


Jan.      8 


Jan.    23 


Feb.    13 
Feb.    17 


Feb.    20 


Feb.    28 
Mar.    13 


Mar.     6 


Mar.    19 


Mar.   20 


reconiiase  the  validity  of  the  sale  should 
the  Sumter  be  overhauled  by  United  States 
vessels. 

Being  fully  satisfied  of  the  fraudulent  char-  517 
acter  of  the  Sumter's  sale,  has  instructed 
Mr.  Sprague  and  naval  officers  at  Gibraltar 
not  to  reco^ize  its  validity  and  to  capture 
the  vessel  if  she  attempt  to  leave  under  a 
British  flag.  Incloses  note  from  Lord  Rus- 
sell stating  that  the  matter  is  under  con- 
sideration by  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown. 
The  Sumter  has  not  yet  left. 

Incloses  note  from  Lortl  Russell,  stating  that  51R 
no  protection  will  be  afforded  the  Sumter 
outside  of  British  Jurisdiction,  but  that 
her  nominal  owners  will  have  the  right  to 
appeal  to  the  prize  court,  where  she  may 
be  ailjudicated.  Has  telegraphed  Mr. 
Sprague  to  that  effect,  and  that  she  should 
be  captured.  Mr.  Sprague  has  notified  our 
Bftval  commanders.  The  Sumter  is  coaling 
and  pcevisioning. 

The  Sumter  kas  left  Gibraltar,  bound  west-     519 
wanl.    It  was  impossible,  on  account  of 
the  gale,  to  notify  the  Chippewa. 

Announces  the  arrival  of  the  Sumter  at  Liv-     519 
erpool  for  repairs.    In  view  of  her  fraudu- 
•lent  sale  at  Gibraltar,  has  suggested  to  Mr. 
Adams  the  propriety  of  a  protest  against 
her  being  allowed  to  refit. 

Transmits  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell,  519 
asking  his  attention  to  the  bearing  of  her 
Migest^'s  proclamation  limiting  tlie  stay 
of  belligerent  vessels,  upon  the  case  of  the 
Sumter  recently  brought  to  Liver]K>ol  for 
repairs  after  having  uudergoue  a  fictitious 
sale. 

The  Sumter  is  being  repaired  at  Birken-     520 
head. 

Incloses  note  from  Lord  Russell,  stating  that  520 
her  Majesty's  government  cannot  assume 
that  the  sale  of  the  Sumter  was  fraudulent, 
and  unless  that  fact  can  I>e  established  the 
vessel  does  not  come  within  the  proclama- 
tion. 

The  Sumter  has  finished  her  repairs,  is  ready     521 
to  receive  an  armament,  and  is  pnivisioned 
for  a  cruise.  She  will  probably  go  out  again 
as  a  pirate. 

Incloses  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell,  522- 
citing  British  precedents  against  the  legal- 
ity of  even  a  t)ona  fide  purchase  of  bellig- 
erent vessels  by  neutrals,  and  protesting 
against  the  recognition  of  the  validity  of 
the  transfer  of  the  Sumter. 

Incloses  published  answer  of  Earl  Russell  to  523 
a  protest  of  the  Manchester  Union  and 
Emancipation  Society,  against  the  fitting 
out  of  vessels  for  the  rebels,  stating  that 
evidence  on  oath  is  necessary  to  convict  in 
prosecutions  under  the  foreign  enlistment 
act.    Also  incloses  slip  from  Loudon  Star, 
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From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


523 


58 


368 


Mr.    Seward    to 
ttr.  Adama. 

Hr.    Ihidley    to 
lix.  Sewajcd. 


Mr.    Adama     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


389 


do.. 


586 


mA 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adorns. 

Mr.    Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


81 


M 


86 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Sewftfd. 

«..^..  .do ........ 


'.«•••  .VUf ..  .>.<•' .  . ' 


89 


..do. 


I>»le. 


1863. 
Mar.   24 
April    3 

April    9 


April  24 


May      7 
May    14 


May    22 
May   39 

May   30 


Jnne    5 


Suk^ect. 


stating  that  the  Sumter,  now  called  the 
Gibraltar,  is  ready  for  sea. 

Re£eT8  to  the  fact  that  Klingender  &  Com- 
pany,  agents  of  the  rebels  in  Liiierpool, 
are  also  owners  of  the  Snmt«r. 

The  Sumter,  (now  Gibraltar,)  has  not  yet  sail- 
ed. She  is  undoubtedly  bound  for  another 
piratical  cruise.  Has  written  about  her  to 
consuls  at  Fayal  and  Fimchal. 

Incloses  copy  of  Lord  RusselVs  note,  based  on 
newspaper  paragraph,  calling  the  Sumter 
a  "coniedetate  war  vessel,"  to  the  effect 
that  that  steamer  had  been  closely  watcliod 
by  the  authorities  at  Liverpool,  that  noth- 
ing suspicious  had  yet  been  found  in  regard 
to  iier,  out  that  the  authorities  would  con- 
tinue their  vigilance.  Also  incloses  copy 
of  his  reply,  expressing  gratification  at  the 
information  and  the  spontaneous  manner 
in  wMch  it  was  communicated. 

Incloses  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  not«  in  reply 
to  his  of  March  14,  protesting  against 
the  recognition  of  the  transfer  ot  the  S»m- 
ter, (transmitted  with  No.  352,)  stating  that 
while  Great  Britain,  being  neutral,  cannot 
deny  her  subjects  the  right  to  purchase 
vessels  of  war  from  a  belligerent,  she  has 
never  denied  the  right  of  the  other  bellig- 
erent to  disregard  such  transfer,  leaving 
the  question  to  be  decided  in  the  prize 
-oouEt  where  the  vessel,  if  captured,  is  taken 
for  ai\)udication.  Also  incloses  copy  of  his 
reply  reasserting  his  former  position,  that 
Great  Britain,  as  a  neutral,  was  recogniz- 
ing the  validity  of  a  transaction  which,  as 
a  belligerent,  she  had  steadily  denied. 

Has  received  No.  389,  and  approves  Mr. 
Adams's  position  in  correspondenoe  con- 
cerning the  Sumter. 

Transmits  Lord  Kussell's  note,  closing  the 
correspondence  in  reference  to  the  validity 
of  the  Sumter's  transfer,  by  asserting  the 
determination  of  her  Majesty's  government 
to  abide  by  the  principles  of  international 
law,  heretofore  maintained  by  them  in  the 
course  of  the  present  war. 

The  Sumter  is  preparing  to  sail,  probably 
as  a  privateer.  She  is  entered  to  load  for 
Gallao  by  Klingender  &.  Co. 

The  Sumter  is  talung  on  board  an  iron  frame- 
work, resembling  a  pivot  bridge.  It  isjre- 
ported  that  Captain  Reed,  of  the  rebel 
navy,  is  to  command  her. 

The  ;frame^wovk  taken  on  board  the  Sumter 
was  made  by  the  Mersey  Forge  Company, 
and  is  believed  to  be  an  iron  turret  for 
some  war  vessel.  Guns  to  accompany  it 
ate  to  be  placed  on  board  this  evening. 

Incloaeareportf  rom  a  reliable  ])arty  inside  the 
Morsey  Xron  and  Steel  Works,  showing  that 
theiyJiii¥e  been  manufacturing  armor,  guns, 
juad  maohinery  for  confaderate  vessels. 
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From  'whom  and 
to  whom. 


415   Mr.    A^wns     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


89   Ifr.    Dudley    to 
Ifr.Sewaxd. 


m 


m 


m 


m 


Ik> 


.....do 


do 


Mr.    Adams    to 
Mr.8owanL 


I3sto. 


1863. 
June     5 


JttBe  DO 


June  24 


July     1 


July     2 


July     4 


July    10 


Cvbject 


Trannnits  copies  of  his  aotes  to  Lord  Rnaselly 
with  inelosares,  showing  that  the  S«rat«r 
is  being  fitted  out  for  warlike  purposes. 
Lord  Mmsell  replies  that  the  surveyor  at 
Lirerpool  has  private  information  that  it 
is  not  intended  to  refit  her  as  a  war  vessel ; 
hnt  that  the  matter  will  receive  the  con- 
sidenrtion  of  the  government. 

The  fmpressioQ  now  is  that  the  Sumter  will 
run  tne  blockade  with  her  cargo  of  arms 
and  munitions  of  war.  The  two  guns  are 
still  to  he  put  on  bmu*d. 

HsB  informed  the  customs  anthorities  that 
the  Sumter  has  taken  on  two  large  gn^ns. 
They  refuse  her  a  clearance,  or  permusion 
to  ship  the  guns. 

The  colleetor  refuses  to  clear  the  Sumter 
with  tile  guns  on  board,  and  threatens  to 
seisEe  her  if  she  attempts  to  sail  without  a 
clearanee.  f^m  a  diseiission  in  Parlia- 
ment last  night,  however,  it  seems  that 
the  ffot^mment  has  given  in,  and  she  will 
he  allowed  to  sail  with  the  guns  on  board. 

The  Snmter  has  sailed  with  ji^uns  and  cargo, 
believed  to  be  for  Lairds'  iron-clads.  Sge 
has  not  cleared,  but  will  probably  do  so 
next  week. 

The  clearance  of  the  Snmter,  for  Kassatt, 
appsMS  in  this  morning's  p^toem  Her  cap- 
tain is  a  southerner,  named  Keid,  and  Klin- 
gender  is  her  consignee. 

Tm  Snmter  has  sailed  with  large  cargo  of 
cannon  and  stores.  The  government  at- 
tempted to  stop  her,  but  desisted  on  being 
told  that  the  guns  were  sent  as  freight. 
No  attention  has  been  paid  Mr.  Adams's 
representations  as  to  the  law  of  the  case. 
T^  government  which,  when  itself  bellig- 
erent, denied  a  neutral's  right  to  purchase 
belligerent  vessels,  has  permitted  its  own 
sul^eets  to  do  so  while  itself  neutral.  Of 
course  the  ship  cannot  be  reclaimed  if  cap- 
tured by  United  States  vessels. 
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Ml*.     Wells     io 
Mr.  Seward. 


1861. 
Nov.     1 


Annoanees  the  arrival  at  Bermuda  of  the 
rebel  steamer  Nashville,  from  Charleston 
for  Liverpool.  Incloses  copies  of  his  let- 
ters to  tne  governor  protesting  against 
her  being  supplied  with  coal,  ana  the  gov- 
emoi^s  answer,  stating  that  she  had  been 
refosed  permission  to  supply  herself  from 
government  dock-yard.  She  will  be  sup- 
plied by  private  parties,  notwithstanding 
femonstrahces,  but  cannot  leave  within 
six  days.  She  has  no  ammment.  WiU 
endeavor  to  notify  United  States  vessels. 
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No. 


13 


76 


77 


38 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.  Wells  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


The  secretary  to 
the  admiralty 
to  Mr.  Ham- 
mond. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Britton    to 
Mr.  Seward. 
• 

Mr.  Hammond  to 
the  secretary 
to  the  admi- 
ralty. 

The  secretary  to 
the  admiralty 
to  Mr.  Ham- 
mond. 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.     Morse     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1861. 
Nov.  8 


Nov.  21 


Nov.  22 


Nov.  22 
Nov.  22 

Nov.  22 


Nov.  23 


Nov,  23 


Showing  assistance  given  by  British  author- 
ities at  Bermuda  in  supplying  the  Nash- 
ville with  coal,  and  unusual  courtesies  ex- 
tended to  her  officers.  The  Nashville  left 
on  the  5th  inst.,  having  taken  on  five  hun- 
dred tons,  and  purchased  four  hundred 
more,  to  be  furnished  to  any  other  confed- 
erate vessel  which  might  arrive.  St«amer 
Fingal,  from  Glasgow,  with  suppUes,  has 
left  ostensibly  for  Jamaica,  having  taken 
a  Charleston  pilot  from  the  Nashville. 

Inclosing  copies  of  telegrams  between  admi- 
ralty and  the  superintendent  of  packets 
at  Southampton,  in  reference  to  the  arri- 
val there  of  confederate  war  steamer 
Nashville,  and  her  burning  of  American 
Havre  packet  ship;  and  requesting  in- 
structions as  to  her  landing  aud  receiving 
supplies. 

Has  neard  from  Consul  Britton  of  the  Nash- 
ville^s  arrival  at  Southampton,  and  of  the 
capture  and  destruction  by  her  of  the 
American  ship  Harvey  Birch.  Has  seen 
Captain  Nelson,  of  the  latter  vessel,  and 
will  have  testimony  put  in  shape  for 
presentation  to  the  British  government, 
with  an  application  for  its  intervention. 

Has  iufonned  Mr.  Adams  of  the  arrival  of 
the  Nashville  at  Southampton,  aud  of  the 
destruction  by  her  of  the  Harvey  Birch. 

Earl  Russell  requests  that  the  admiralty 
give  directions  not  to  allow  the  Nashville 
to  complete  her  equipment  or  to  take  in 
arms. 

Incloses  for  Earl  Russell's  information  cop- 
ies of  letters  and  telegrams  from  Captain 
Patey,  announcing  arrival,  and  giving  de- 
scription of  the  Nashville.  The  officers 
and  crew  of  the  Harvey  Birch,  destroyed 
by  her,  have  been  released  and  placed  on 
shore.  The  vessel  goes  into  dry-dock  for 
repairs. 

Has  advised  Captain  Nelson  to  commence 
legal  proceedings  against  the  master  of 
the  Nashville  to  recover  his  property  cap- 
tured in  the  Harvey  Birch.  Transmits 
copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell  calling 
his  attention  to  inclosed  deposition  of 
Captain  Nelson :  also,  to  the  avowed  de- 
sign of  the  Nasnville  to  refit  in  England, 
and  asking  whether  the  British  govern- 
ment will  not  regard  her  as  a  pirate,  and 
if  not,  whether  she  will  be  allowed  to  re- 
fit in  violation  of  the  Queen's  pr«>clama- 
tion ;  also,  reminding  Lord  Russell  of  the 
prompt  action  taken  by  the  United  States 
government  upon  complaint  of  British 
minister  against  the  bark  Maury  in  1855. 

Public  indignation  is  strong  against  the 
action  of  the  Nashville  in  burning  the 
Harvey  Birch.    An  officer  has  been  sent  to 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


The  seeretary  to 
ihb  adminliy 
to    Mr.  Hamr 


Meflsn.  Oliver- 
■on.  Lavie, 
ana  Peachey 
to  Earl  Rna- 
aelL 

llr.  aiye  to  Mr. 
Hammond. 


Mr.  Wilson  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Layard  ^to 
MeMTs.  Oliyer- 
Bon.  Lavie, 
tDQ  Peachey. 

Mr.  lAvard  to 
Mr.  Cuve. 


79 


Mr.    Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1861. 


Nov.   33 


Nov.   25 


Nov.   25 


Nov.   27 


Nov.   27 


Nov.   27 


Nov.   29 


Mr.  Elliot  to  Mr. 
Hammcmd. 


Nov.   29 


the  fbnner  to  demand  chronometer,  &c., 
taken  fix>m  latter  vessel.  This  action,  it 
is  hoped,  will  force  the  commander  of  the 
Nashville  to  show  his  commission. 

Inclosing^  for  Earl  Russell's  information,  550 
copy  of  Bhipi)in^  articles  of  the  Nashville; 
of  the  commission  of  Charles  M.  Fanntle- 
roy,  as  lieutenant  in  the  confederate 
navy ;  and  of  order  detailing  Lieutenant 
Bennett  for  duty  on  board  the  Nashville. 

Have  applied  to  Southampton  magistrates,  551 
in  henalf  of  Captain  Nelson,  for  warrant 
on  Captain  Peagram,  of  the  Nashville,  to 
recover  property  taken  from  the  Harvey 
Birch,  and  request  Lord  Russell  to  author- 
ize said  magistrates  to  grant  said  warrant. 

Incloses  copies  of  letters  to  the  commission-  552 
ers  of  customs  and  mayor  of  Southamp- 
toD,  referring  them  to  the  foreign  enlist- 
ment act  and  the  Queen's  proclamation, 
for  instructions,  should  the  Nashville  at- 
tempt^ to  complete  her  e<^nipment,  and 
asking  the  purpose  of  her  visit. 

Incloses  cop^  of  Lord  Russell's  note,  stating     553 
that  no  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment 
act  will  be  permitted  by  the  Nashville. 

Informs  them  that  Lord  Russell  has  no  power     553 
to  authorize  Southampton  magistrates  to 
issue  warrant  against  commander  of  the 
Nashville. 

Transmits  copy  of  letter  from  Messrs.  Oliver-  554 
son,  Lavie,  and  Peachey  to  Lord  Russell, 
asking  him  to  authorize  ma^strates  at 
Southampton  to  issue  warrant  against 
commander  of  the  Nashville  for  recovery 
of  property  taken  from  the  Harvey  Birch, 
and  oi  his  answer  declining  to  grant  such 
authority. 

Incloses  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  letter,  stating  554 
that  inasmuch  as  the  Nashville  is  a  regu- 
larly commissioned  confederate  ship  of 
war,  her  destruction  of  the  Harvey  Birch 
was  an  act  of  legitimate  warfare;  that 
orders  had  already  been  given  to  prevent 
her  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment 
act,  or  of  the  Queen's  proclamation,  and 
that  if  any  further  measures  were  neces- 
sary the^  would  be  taken.  Mr.  Adams 
has  declined  requests  of  private  parties 
for  authority  to  capture  the  Nasnville, 
though  such  a  proceedinj^  would  be  ac- 
cording to  English  doctrine.  He  recom- 
mends letting  the  subject  of  the  Nashville 
rest  until  after  the  excitement  caused  by 
the  capture  of  Mason  and  Slidell  has  sub- 
sided. 

Incloses  copy  of  dispatch  from  Governor  Ord,     556 
of  Bermuda,  reporting  his  proceedings  in 
reference  to  the  Nashville  while  at  that 
port ;  copy  of  instructions  sent  him  by  the 
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From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


391 


Mr,  Hone  to  Ifr. 


44 


dv 
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llr.Hamteondto 
Mr.  £lKot. 

Mr.    Adams    to 
£mp1  RiiflMlX 


84 


86f 


141 


46; 


Mr.     AdttBM    to 
Mr.SoWttd. 


1861. 


Kov.  3a 


Dmk     7 
1^.     9( 


DiB^.-      € 


.  Wrf* 


•dO^.   J'm  .■•>    .r. 


Mr.  fkiy^atd  to 
Mr.  AdankB; 

Mr.  Waddimgtoil 
to  Mr.  Hiim- 
Aiond. 

Mr.  Hammond  to 
tbeaecretar^^to 
flMadmin^y. 


ii^.  MorM  tof  'hit. 

Seward. 
Mr.    Seward    to 


Mr.  Hammond  to 
Sir  F.  Rogers. 


Dee.  11 

I>ee.  19 

Dee.  16 

Dec.  19 


Dee^    20 


Jan.      1 


DMte  o#  Newcastle  to  the  effect  that  for^ 
effi^  coiisulb  have  no  right  to  seize  anjr^ 
^esMlirin  British  waters,  and  that  colonial' 
iiilthoriCies  cannot  prohibit  exx>ortation  of 
araM,  ilrahlitioBs  of  war,  or  duppties;  ulnlees 
tie  iMefgn  enlistment  act  iki  violAtedy  and* 
Ibeil  can  only  act  in  accoi^^dllMce  with  law  ;• 
dtoo  eapy  of  proposed  dispatch  fimki  the 
Diike  of  Newcastle  to*  governor  Ord,  ap- 
|jlf<orinfl|^  hife  action  in  the  case  of  the 
m^viue. 

Btm  eUdeavorpd,  but  ftiiled,  to  aseertain> 
Whefiier  the  Nashville  is  re^ar^*  com- 
missiODed  by  the  insurgents.  Clainisthat 
Lieutenant  Peaffram's  commission  is  itiere- 
ly  personal,  ana  does  not  assign  him  to 
aiDy  ^ip.  ikicloses  opinien  of  lawyers, 
aiDd  letters  showing  failure  to  proovre  War- 
fim^  fears  that  nothing  can  be  done  to' 
determine  character  of  the  vessel. 

As  anticipated,  can  do  nothing  to  ascertain 
whether  the  Nashvillle  is  a  privateer,  & 
eenfederate  ship  in  commission,  or  a  pirate.- 

Kmt  Russell  concurs  in  the  proposed  dis- 
patch to  Governor  Ord,  approving  hispro- 
eeedings  in  reference  to  the  Nashville. 

"Btm  reeerved  Lord  RusselFs  note  of  IfTovem- 
her  98.    Regrets  the  Mberili  obnstnletion' 

S"  veh  to  the  evidence  of  the  character  of 
e  Nashville,  but  expressiM  Satisfiletion 
mt  orders  issued  to  prevent  ViolaitioBS  of 
Neutrality. 

The  Nashville  is  now  being  repaired,  and 
Will  propably  leave  near  the  end  of  the 
diontn,  to  cruise  against  the  United  States. 
K  proper  evidence  could  be  obtained.  Lord 
Russell  would  try  to  procure  her  coudem- 
Biition.  Captain  Nelson  has  failed  to  get 
Ms  Cirae  before  the  courts. 

Transmits  copv  of  Lord  Russell's  note,  With 
inclosures  showing  the  character  of  re- 
pairs necessary  to  m  made  on  the  Nash- 
ville. 

Has  received  No.  77,  and  approves  Mr.  Ad-^ 
ams's  r^resentations  in  reference  to  the 
Nashville. 

SSicloses  letter  from  Southampton  town  clerk 
te  the  effect  that  the  Southampton  is  in 
dk)ek  being  repaired. 

incloses  papers  showing  that  the  Nashville  is 
being  repaired  at  SoUthampt'Ou,  and  re- 
qtiests,  by  direction  of  Lord  Russell,  that 
I3ie  naval  officer  at  that  port  be  instructed- 
to  visft  her  and  report. 

Incloses  affidavit  of  Frederick  Williams,  cook 
on  board  the  Nashville. 

Has  reeeived  No^  86.  Is  jj^ri^ified  to  leant  of 
attention  paid  by  British  go^emmeBt  to* 
repakv  of  the  Nashville. 

Transmitting  note  from  Mr.  Adams,  inclosing 
deposition  of  Frederick  Williams,  showing 
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97 


Mr.    Adams    to 
Mr.SewwPcL 


Tbe  secretary  to 
tlie  admiMlty 
to  lir.  Ham- 
mond. 

Mr.  Bammond  to 
the  secretary  to 
the  a&Kiunitta^.- 


tlM  seitfetaiy  to* 
tke  a^bnivaky 
te  Ife^   0an- 

mond. 


Do 


1862. 


Jan.     2 


! 


Jan.    10 


Jaa.    10 


JaiK    U 


Jan.    11 


Pv. 


. ***** 


iA>.  V>«    »*d^ 


Do. 


J/e.«  ****  •• 


l>a^ 


^^*    m**tf 


1<»  iir.   Aten    to 
Hr,  8ewai4» 


V 


Jan.  13 

Jan.  13 

Jan.  13 

Jam.  13 


VI 


tbat  the  commaDdev  of  the  Naslmile  rep- 
resen^iecl  her  to  the  govenier  of  Bermuaa 
as  a  merchaint  vessel. 

Transmits  copy  of  Lord  Rkissell's  note,  hiclos-  568 
ing  pfwers  showing  the  extent  of  repairs 
on  the  If ashville ;  also  copy  of  his  note  ta 
I/wd  Russell  inclosing  deposition  of  Fvede- 
riek  Williams,  showing  toat  the  connau- 
der  of  the  Nashville  had  represented  her 
to  the  governor  of  Bermuda  as  a  merehant 
▼essel;  also  copy  of  Earl  RasselFs  reply, 
stating  that  a  correct  account  of  the  rep- 
resentations made  by  the  commander  of 
the  Nashville  will  he  procured  from  the 
governor  of  Bermuda. 

Inckwescopyot  telegram  from  Captain  Patey,     571 
slating  that  men  fr^m  the  United  States 
ship  l^iscarora  had  been  discovered  watch- 
ing the  Nashville,  with  orders  to  signal 
their  shin  should  the  latter  leave  port. 

Earl  Russell  thinks  a  man-of-war  mould  be     572 
placed  near  Southampton  to  prevent  hos- 
tilities between  the  Tuscarora  and  Nash- 
ville, in  British  waters,  o^  pnrsuit  by  the 
former  within  twenty-fonr  hours. 

bieloses  eopy  of  letter  from  captain  of  her  572 
Mf^es^'s  ship  Dauntless  to  Captain  Cra- 
ven, or  the  Tuscarora,  stating  that  he  has 
reeeived  instructions  to  prevent  hostilities 
between  the  Tuscarora  and  .Nashville,  in 
British  waters,  and  calling  his  attention 
to  the  twenty-four-houfr  rule. 

Incloses  telegram  from  Captain  Patey,  stat-     573 
ing  that  captains  of  Tuscarora  and  Nash- 
viSe  haive  promised  that  one  vessel  will  not 
IblkyW  the  other  within  twenty-four  hours, 
and  both  will  observe  strict  neutrality. 

Transmits  copy  of  letter  from  Captain  Will-     573 
eox^  of  Dauntless,  inckMing   note  from 
Captain  Craven. 

The  Tnsearora  has  left  Southampton  and     574 
asehcNred  outside  of  port. 

The  TuBoarora  has  returned  to  her  former     574 
anehorftge. 

kiekMes  fetter  from   Captain   Patey,  and     575 
eopies  of  his  correspondence  with  com- 
manders of  the  TuscaiH>ra  and  Nashville, 
who  adhere  to  the  twenty-four-hour  rule. 
.  fincloses  letter  from  Captain  Patey,  report-     576 
inf^  his  proceedings  in  regard  to  the  Tus- 
carora and  Nashvule.   The  former  has  left 
8o«thaBftpton. 

The  Tnsearora's  presence  at  Southampton  577 
has  changed  the  purpose  of  the  rebels  in 
regaH  to  the  NashviUo.  She  will  perhaps 
be  sold.  Incloses  copy  of  Lord  Russell's 
BOte,  in  reference  to  tlve  landing  of  armed 
wen  fron  ths  Tuscarora  i'oft  the  purpjoee 
of  wstehing  the  Nashville,  and  statins 
IhatneiHhei^  this,  nor  hostilities  in  British 
waders,  nor  violation  of  the  twenty-four- 
\m9ct  pale,  c*n  be  permitted* 
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105 


106 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


The  secretary  to 
the  admiialty 
to  Mr.  Ham- 
mond. 

Mr.  Adams  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

The  secretary  to 
the  admiralty 
to  Mr.  Ham- 
mond. 


Do 


Mr.  Laird  to  the 
secretary  to  the 
admiralty. 

The  secretary  to 
the  admindty 
to  Mr.  Ham- 
mond. 


Do. 


Do. 


Mr.  Layard  to 
the  secretai^ 
to  the  admi- 
ralty. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Earl   Russell  to 
Mr.  Adams. 


1802. 
Jan.    USt 


Jan.    24 
Jan.    26 


Jan.    27 


Jan.    28 


Jan.    28 


Jan.    29 


Jan.    29 


Jan.    90 


Jan.    90 


Feb.      1 


The  Tnscarora  left  Southampton  on  the  20th 
instant  and  anchored  outade,  bat  has  since 
returned. 

The  positions  of  the  Tnscarora  and  Nashville 
are  still  unchanged. 

Transmits  copy  of  Captain  Patey's  letter, 
asking  whether  the  Tnscarora  and  Na^- 
ville  should  be  allowed  to  remain  indefin- 
itely at  Southampton,  showing  the  possi- 
bility of  a  collision  in  harbor,  and  sug- 
gesting that  they  should  be  called  upon 
K>r  a  written  notice  as  to  the  time  they 
intend  to  sail ;  also  copy  of  his  reply,  giv- 
ing orders  in  accordance  with  that  sug- 
'  gestion. 

The  Tnscarora  has  given  notice  of  intention 
to  put  to  sea  to-morrow.  Orders  have 
been  issued  to  notify  the  Nashville. 

Has  laid  his  note  to  Mr.  Hammond,  of  yes- 
terday, before  Earl  RusselL 

Incloses  telegram  from  Captain  Patey,  an- 
nouncing that  commander  of  the  Tus- 
carora  had  notified  him  that  he  had  post- 
poned her  departure  till  the  first  fine  day, 
to  which  Captain  Patey  replied  that  the 
weather  was  favorable  and  requested  him 
to  leave  at  once. 

The  Tnscarora  has  left  Southampton 


Incloses  letter  from  Captain  Patey,  covering 
correspondence  with  Captain  Craven  in 
reference  to  postponement  of  the  Tusca- 
rora's  departure. 

Transmits  copy  of  a'  note  from  Mr.  Adams, 
inclosing  Captain  Craven's  correspondence 
with  Captain  Patey  in  reference  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Tnscarora,  and  comment- 
ing upon  the  terms  of  the  latter's  letter  of 
the  28th. 

Incloses  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
covering  corresi>ondence  between  Capt<ains 
Patey  and  Craven,  and  requesting  expla- 
nation of  the  seeming  diflfereuce'  in  treat- 
ment of  United  States  and  confederate 
ships.  Also,  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  note, 
stating  that  no  discrimination  is  intended 
against  the  United  States,  but  that  it  has 
been  impossible  to  apply  the  same  rule  to 
both  parties,  for  reasons  which  will  be  ex- 
plained after  communication  with  the  ad- 
miralty board.  Strict  rules  are  about  to 
be  promulgated  to  prevent  violations  of 
neutrality. 

Incloses  copy  of  London  Gazette,  containing 
rules  previously  referred  to,  and  summary 
of  boM^d  of  admiralty's  proceedings  in  ref- 
erence to  the  Tnscarora  and  Nashville. 
The  Tuscarora  being,  on  January    90,  at. 
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179 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.    Dndley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


112   Mr.    Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.     Allen      to 
I     Mr.  Seward. 


•  «•«•«   Uv  •  •    •  < 
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195 
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Hr.  Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

£ttl  Rossell   to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Date. 


1H62. 


Feb.     4 
Feb.     5 


Feb.  7 

Feb.  20 

Feb.  20 

Feb.  22 

Feb.  25 


Feb.    26 
Nov.  28 


Subject. 


anchor  in  Tarmonth  Roads,  the  Nashyille 
will  not  be  compelled  to  eo  to  sea  until 
twenty-four  hours  after  tne  Tuscarora's 
actual  departure. 

The  Nashyille  has  left  Southampton.  The 
Tuscarora  is  detained  for  twenty-four 
hours  by  a  British  man-of-war. 

Has  received  No.  103,  and  approves  Mr. 
Adams's  proceedings  relative  to  the  Nash- 
ville. Expresses  satisfiiction  at  the  desire 
of  the  British  government  to  preserve  the 
neutrality  of  its  waters. 

The  Nashville  has  escaped.  Captain  Craven 
has  signified  his  intention  to  abandon  the 
pursmt,  and  to  look  after  the  Sumter,  at 
Gibraltar. 

Incloses  letter  from  Governor  Ord,  informing 
him  that  the  British  government  will  not 
allow  the  formation  of  a  coal  depot  at 
Bermuda  for  either  of  the  belligerents. 

Announces  arrival  for  coal  of  the  NashviUe 
from  Southampton.  Her  armament  is  un- 
changed.   She  has  little,  if  any,  cargo. 

The  Nashville  is  getting  coals  from  a  British 
ship  at  Bermuda.  She  will  probably  go 
directly  home. 

The  Nashville  left  Bemmda  vesterday,  es- 
corted by  a  British  man-of-war,  having 
taken  on  coal  and  crew  of  a  schooner  from 
Newbem,  North  Carolina.  She  will  prob- 
ably go  to  Charleston. 

Captain  Craven  has  reported  his  proceed- 
ings, and  reasons  therefor,  to  the  Navy 
Department. 

Recounts  Lord  Palmerston's  language  in  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Adams  while  the  Tus- 
carora and  Nashville  were  still  in  British 
waters,  to  the  effect  that  no  interference 
with  foreign  vessels  could  be  permitted 
within  British  jurisdiction,  and  that  the 
right  of  search  must  not  be  used  to  har- 
rass  British  commerce. 
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Mr.  Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


18 


..#do 


1802. 
Feb.      4 


Feb.    19 


The  gunboat  Oreto,  built  at  Liverpool,  is 
taking  in  coal  and  will  probably  leave  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  week,  without  her  ar- 
mament, which  will  be  taken  on  board 
elsewhere.  The  builders  pretend  that  she 
is  for  the  Italian  government,  but  the 
Italian  consul  knows  nothing  about  her, 
and  it  is  strongly  suspected  that  she  is 
intended  for  the  rebels.  Has  informed 
Mr.  Adams. 

The  Oreto  is  undoubtedly  for  the  rebels. 
Her  armament,  from  Fawcett,  Preston  &, 
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From  whom  and 
to  whom« 


133^ 
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«25 


Hr.   Dudley     to 
Kr.  Seward. 


97 
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128 


135 


If r.    AdiNiis    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


^*^m*W  »   do   ^a   •« 


^•'4« 


38 


140 


Mr.    Dudley  t» 
Mr.  Sewatdb 


Mr.    AdttoMi    te^ 
Mr.  SewanL 


1862. 


Feb.    37 


Mar.     1 


Msr.     5 


Mar.     7 


Mar.  27 


Ma*.  23 


April    3 


MHject. 


Cow^s  ^Mindry,  is  being  put  on  board  in 
pieces.  Sh«  will  be  equal  to  the  Tuscaro- 
ra  when  completed.  Sbe  made  a  trial  trip 
yettevday. 

TraBMiiitfl  cow  of  his  note  to  Lord  RuaaeO, 
witfe  Mr.  IDadley's  letter,  showing  the 
Crete  te  hate  been  built  and  fitted  out  by 
known  rebel  sympathizers,  and  going  to' 
prove  that  she  is  for  the  cenroderacy. 
Also  transmits  Lord  RuBselPs  reply,  stating: 
that  the  matter  had  been  properly  referred, 
and  his  further  note  inelosiug  report  of  the 
ouistottie  commissioners  to  the  effect  t&at 
the  Oreto  ia  destined  for  Palermo;  that 
she  is  not  as  vet  supplied  with  guns,  nor 
ie  it  kaown  tnat  she  will  receive  them  in 
Efiglaofd. 

The  Oreto  has  been  taking  in  pvovisions 
and  eulistinff  large  numbers  of  men.  Her 
oonmaiider  ib  expected  by  the  West  India 
boat.  She  will  be  taken  outside  as  an 
Eiigliek  ship  and  transferred  to  the  rebels. 
Her  pik)t  tninks  she  will  go  to  some  other 
port  for  her  anrmaBieBt  and  then  start  for 
a  piratical  cruise  in  the  Mediterranean. 
Has  notified  consuls  at  seaports. 

The  Oreto  has  been  compelled  to  register  as 
an  English  vessel,  and  has  regularly  en- 
tered for  Palermo  and  Jamaica.  She  sailed 
yesterday  with  a  year's  supplies  on  board. 
It  is  reuiorted  that  her  armament  has  pre- 
ceded her  on  the  Bermuda.  Incloses  one 
of  her  shipping  notes  signed  by  Dnguid, 
master,  and  payable  by  Fawcett,  Preston 
A.  Company. 

Has  written  to  Mr.  Marsh,  at  Turin,  and  to 
Mr.  Sprague,  at  Gibraltar,  in  regard  to  the 
Oreto's  departure  for  Palermo.  Has  heard 
^  the  Kearsarge's  arrival  at  Cadiz. 

incloses  copy  of  iiis  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
(eovering  Mr.  Dudley's  letter  in  reference 
to  the  Oreto.)  in  which  he  alleges  the  pur- 
pose of  the  Oreto  to  be  to  make  war  upon 
the  United  States,  and  deprecates  the  pol- 
icy of  the  British  government  in  allowing 
the  insufficiency  of  municipal  law  to  deter 
it  from  the  prevention  of  blockade-run- 
ning and  fitting  out  of  privateers  as  tend- 
ing to  produce  irritation  in  America,  and 
to  prolong  the  war  to  the  detriment  ef 
British  eommercial  interests.  Mr.  Adams 
has  not  much  coufidence  in  the  success  of 
these  representations,  but  thinks  it  im- 

S^rtant  to  perpetuate  the  testimony  for 
tnre  use. 
The  Orete  has  returned  to  the  river.  It  is 
belieted  that  she  will  go  to  Madeira  and 
Nassau  and  attempt  to  run  the  blockade. 
Part  of  her  armament  has  been  placed  on 
board. 
Tranamits  copy  of  Lord  Kussell's  note,  stat- 
ing that  orders  hav^  been  given  to  detain 
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144 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


lit.  IKidley  to 
Kr.  Sewaid. 

Mr.  Adams  to 
Mt,AewmA. 
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m 


He  Jjpward    to 
Mr.Adanm. 


»1 


Mr.  Mmob    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


D^^. 


1862. 


Aina    9 
ApiAl  11 

a  16 


Jqii9  JK( 


Anc*     1 


£ari  BiMtaU  to 
Mr.«toMt. 


f 


Hr.   AftiMrt    to 


Aug. 


Snlject. 


the  Oeeto  if  she  can  be  proved  to  be  for 
the  puvpofie  of  making  war  on  the  United 
States,  asseoiting  tha(t  the  United  States 
government  bas  received  the  greater  part 
of  the  arms  and  supplies  sent  from  Eng- 
land for  the  belligerents,  and  has  enlisted 
British  subiects  in  the  army  in  violation  of 
the  Queen's  proclamation,  and  alleging 
that  the  English  law  is  sufficient  to  pre- 
¥Qnt  violations  of  nentrality  if  proper  evi- 
demie  can  be  procured. 

Inoloaes  slips  m>m  Idvespool  Meronry  in 
xeferooee  to  the  privateer  Oxeto. 

Inoloees  oc^y  of  Lord  RusselVs  note,  cover- 
ing Jrengrt  of  customs  boanl  going  to  sbow 
-that  tne  Oreto  is  an  ordinary  merchant 
vessel. 

Has 'had  a  .conference  with  Lord  Russell,  in 
which  he  deprecated  the  action  of  her 
M^jeetJ|^'s  officers  in  ignoring  in  their  re- 
port tiie  notorious  and  avowed  destination 
of  the  Oretq. 

Belors  to  the  employment  of  the  port  of 
Nassau  as  a  depot  for  bloekade-mnners. 
Aunounees  the  arrival  there  of  the  rebel 
privateer  Oreto,  her  seieure  by  the  author- 
Ities  upon  representations  made  by  the 
United  States  consul,  and  her  snbseqnent 
Bfdease  imnaediately  after  the  araival  .of 
Captain  ^Semmes,  formerly  of  the  .-Sumter. 
Mr.  Adams  is  instructed  to  protest  against 
said  teleaae,  and  to  ask  the  ^loosideration 
iOf  her  M^esty's  government  upon  the  .use 
made  'Of  the  port  of  Nassau  b^  the  rebels. 
Our  exertions  to  prevent  similar  proceed- 
ings diffinff  the  Canadian  insurrectiou  of 
1&S7  shcdild  entitle  us  to  reciprocity. 

JHas  had  aiconference  with  Lonl  Russell,  in 
whicih  .^e  latter  state^l  that  he  liad  no 
ii^otmation  as  to  the  Oreto's  seizure  at 
JKaseaH)  and  that  he  had  reoetved  xemon- 
•atraneesjfrom  British  mercbants  against  the 
•  hlookad^,  to>whicb  be  had  replied  tliut  her 
Hfgesty^Sigavemment  oould  afford  no  pro- 
teelion  to  parties  engaged  in  breaking  it. 
Mr.  Adams  dwelt  upon  the  excitement 
l&ely  to  be  caused  in  the  United  -States 
by  depredations  of  vessels  like  the  Oreto. 

Bolates-to  the  seizure  of  tlie  Oreto  at  Nassau 
on  suspiicion.  Her  Mi^esty's  government 
hopes  that  this  manifestation  of  their  de- 
;«ire  tovfolfill  international  obligations  will 
.oaose  the  United  States  government  to 
hsohkite  .before  issuing  letters  of  marque. 
'^kc.  Smart  is  instructed  to  represent  to 
Mr.  SeAvard  the  dangers  of  such  a  course. 

fias.ic^feiented  to  Mr.  Seward  the  possible 
•dangers  of  issuing  letters  of  marque,  to 
^thioh  ibe  replied  that  in  conseauence  of 
^e  rwwnt  friendly  attitude  df  her  M^j- 
tmlks^  li^emmeut  in  the  case  of  the  Oreto, 
aiA  JigL  y^xp^tation  of  its  continuance  in 
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604 

606 


608 


609 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


219 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


340 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


238 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


378 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Lord  Lyons. 


40 


505 


Lord   Lyons    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


1862. 


Sept.    5 


Sept..  13 


Oct.    10 


Oct.    25 

1863. 
F6b.    16 


Feb.    19 


Feb.    28 


Mar.     9 


other  cases,  letters  of  marque  would  not 
at  present  be  resorted  to. 

Transmits  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  note,  in- 
closing copies  of  a  report  and  papers  re- 
ceived from  the  customs  commissioners, 
going  to  show  that  the  Ore  to,  now  held 
at  Nassau  for  trial  under  the  foreign  enlist- 
ment act,  had  left  Liverpool  without  arms 
or  warlike  stores  on  board,  and  had  vio- 
lated no  law  while  there.  Has  sent  to 
Mr.  Dudley  for  more  evidence. 

Has  received  from  Mr.  Morse  copy  of  an  in- 
tercepted letter  from  S.  R.  MsJlory,  pre- 
twded  seeretaiy  of  the  confederate  navy, 
to  James  H.  North,  commander  in  that 
navy,  showing  that  two  war  vessels,  in- 
cluding the  Oreto,  had  been  built  in  Eng- 
land ror  the  rebels.  Mr.  Adams  is  in- 
structed to  lay  this  evidence  before  the 
British  government,  in  hopes  that  it  may 
give  color  to  fiiture  complaints  against 
similar  transactions. 

Transmits  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
inclosing  copy,  of  intercepted  letter  from 
Mallory  to  North,  and  claiming  that  his 
late  remonstrances  have  been  made  against 
direct  violations  of  municipal  law,  which, 
if  not  enforced,  becomes  a  dead  letter. 

Has  received  No.  238,  and  approves  Mr.  Ad- 
ams's representation  therein  inclosed. 

Transmits  copy  of  note  from  Secretary 
Welles,  inclosing  letter  from  Mr.  Whiting, 
consul  at  Nassau,  showing  undue  partiality 
on  the  part  of  the  British  authorities  at 
that  port  in  permitting  the  rebel  cruiser 
Florida,  formerly  the  Oreto,  to  take  on 
conl,  a  privilege  denied  to  United  States 
vessels. 

Has  received  Mr.  Seward's  note  of  the  16th, 
and  inclosures  in  reference  to  the  recep- 
tion of  the  Oreto,  or  Florida,  at  Nassau, 
and  will  make  inquiries  in  regard  thereto. 

Incloses  slip  from  Liverpool  paper  in  rela- 
tion to  tlie  Florida's  arrival  and  reception 
at  Nassau. 

The  destruction  of  the  ship  Jacob  Bell  by 
the  Florida  is  regarded  by  our  merchants 
as  the  commencement  of  the  destniction 
of  our  entire  mercantile  marine  by  similar 
vessels.  The  only  preventives  seem  to  be 
the  adoption  of  stronger  measures  by  the 
British  government,  or  the  issue  of  letters 
of  marque  by  our  own.  The  argument  in 
commercial  circles  is,  that  war  is  being 
levied  against  the  United  States  from  Brit- 
ish ports  while  we  are  at  peace  with 
Great  Britain.  Mr.  Adams  is  instmcted 
to  ask  whether  her  M^esty's  government 
cannot  find  some  more  effectual  means  to 
prevent  the  further  equipment  of  rebel 
vessels  in  England. 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


531 


Mr.   Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


532 


» 


454 


664 


Loxd    Lyons   to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.  Seward     to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.  Seward    to 
Lord  Lyons. 


1863. 
liar.   23 


Mar.   25 


Mar.   28 


Mr. 


to 


Capt.  Bullock. 

Mr.    Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Bfar.   28 


April  13 


era   Mr.   Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  F.W.  Seward 
to  Mr.  Adams. 


April  25 
July    16 


Aug,     7 


Aug.  22 


Transmits  copy  of  letter  from  Mr.  Trow- 
brid^  and  inclosures,  showing  that  the 
Florida,  afber  escaping  from  Mobile,  had 
captured  and  sunk  two  American  vessels, 
and  was  then  afforded  shelter  and  sup- 
plies by  the  British  authorities  at  Bar- 
badoes,  notwithstanding  the  protest  of 
the  United  States  consul.  The  Presi- 
dent regards  this  transaction  as  piracy 
abetted  by  the  colonial  authorities.  If 
such  practices  are  suffered  to  continue,  the 
only  remedy  may  be  the  issue  of  letters 
of  marque. 

Transmits  dispatch  from  governor  of  Baha- 
mas, which  states  that  so  far  from  any 
advantage  having  been  accorded  to  the 
Florida,  at  Nassau,  which  was  not  accord- 
ed to  United  States  vessels,  she  did  not 
receive  privileges  equal  to  those  granted 
to  the  United  States  gunboat  Stars  and 
Stripes.  The  Florida  remained  in  the 
harbor  twenty-four  hours,  while  the  Stars 
and  Strix)es  remained  three  or  four  days. 

Transmits  copy  of  note  from  Lord  Lyons, 
with  incloBures  received  from  the  gover- 
nor of  the  Bahamas,  going  to  show  that 
no  undue  advantages  nad  been  given  to 
the  Florida  in  the  harbor  of  NasHau. 

Transmits  copy  of  Morning  Star,  with  report 
of  debate  in  House  of  Commons.  The  re- 
sult of  this  debate  will  be  to  undo  the 
effect  of  Lord  Russell's  recent  speech. 

Transmits  copy  of  note  from  Secretary 
Welles,  with  inclosures  received  from 
Rear- Admiral  Wilkes,  in  reference  to  the 
reception  of  the  Florida  at  Barbadoes,  and 
her  being  supplied  with  coal  within  thirty 
days  after  receiving  a  full  supply  at  Nas- 
sau, in  violation  of  general  instructions 
from  the  British  government. 

Letter  received  at  the  department,  separate 
from  any  dispatch,  giving  an  account  of 
Florida's  depredations. 

Transmits  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
inclosing  depositions  receive<l  from  Mr. 
Dudley  in  reference  to  the  destruction  of 
the  bark  Henrietta  by  the  Florida ;  also, 
transmits  a  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  reply 
disclaiming  any  responsibility  of  British 
government  for  acts  of  confederate  vessels 
of  war. 

Transmits  copy  of  dispatch  from  the  United 
States  vice-consul,  at  Bermuda,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  shipment  to  England  of  silver 
captured  by  the  Florida,  and  suggests  that 
proceedings  be  taken  in  English  courts  to 
•  recover  it. 

Incloses  copies  of  communications  relative 
to  the  capture  and  destructioujof  the  ship 
Red  Gauntlet  by  the  Florida,  for  such  dis- 
position as  may  best  tend  to  secure  repar- 
ation therefor. 


619 


622 


623 


624 


624 


629 


629 


633 


634 


UU7 


So. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom« 


4m 


340 


497 


712 


723 


359 


Mc.    AilwDf    to 


Hr.    A.4a«i8    to 
^.  jSewfird. 

Mr.    Seward    to 


>.s^,«    ■  a    ■    QfO  .•  -.-J 


jlir.    Daytou  4o 
>fr.  Seward. 


7il 


.  ^wacd    to 

JtfjT.   AdAHMI. 


527 


530 


GU 


JuPViO* 


1863. 
ikvig.  Ji7 


S^t  17 
Sept  18 

Sept  96 
Oot.      8 


Got    M 


4Bmbject 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  SevMWd. 


L*  •'QV. «.*.•.•  •  •  •. 


•^*  tt^^^,»  *  '%ftV  .•  •.•.*.»  • 


Oot    80 


Jfour.    ^ 


iffoir.    18 


39ie  'Fl(«ida  has  ;boen  «c^>orted  off  Qneeoa- 
town.  The  silver  captured  hy  her  has 
acriYed  in  Liverpool,  a^d  its  owners,  who 
are  British  sobjects.  ha^e  applied  for  Mr. 
AdamS'S  assistance  in  recovering  it. 

Jndosas  .copy  of  deposition  of  Captain  Ca- 
variy,  and  others,  in  relation  to  the  des- 
tmetion  of  the  ship  Apglo-Saxon  by  the 
Florida. 

Incloses  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
allowing,  by  her  comniander's  admission, 
that  the  Florida  was  built  by  the  rebels. 

Indoses.oopy  of  a  letter  from  the  owner  of 
the  diip  Red  Gaumtlet,  in  relation  to  his 
claim  against  the  British-  government  on 
account  of  the  destruction  of  that  vesseL 

Transmits  copies  of  a  letter  and  memorial,  in 
refeienoe  to  the  destrnction  of  the  ship 
Commonwealth  by  the  Florida. 

Transmits  copy  of  a  lelt'Cr  from  Captain 
Maffit,  of  the  Florida,  to  Captain  Bullock, 
requesting  him  to  provide  situations  for 
men  discharged   from   the   Florida,   and 

S'ves  aooounttof  'his  conversation  with 
.  Dronyn  de  Lhnys  protesting  against 
her  shipping  men  in  France.    The  letter 
promised  that  French  neutrality  would  be  ^ 
maintained. 

Tcansniiis  copy  of  his  instruction  to  Mr. 
Dayton,  ^o.  421,  callin|;  attention  of  the 
French  government  to  mclosed  menioran- 
dam  of  its  correspondeiice  with  the  United 
*  States  at  the  beginning  of  the  Crimean 
war,  showing  that  the  then  nentral  policy 
of  the  United  States  prc^ibited  its  citizens 
from  .equipping  foreign  pivateers,  receiv- 
ing oomnussions,  or  enUsting  men  tlierein, 
and  asking  off  what  benefit  was  the  declar- 
ation ;Of  Paris  against  privateers  if  a  l>el- 
ligerent  can  make  them  legitimate  vessels 
Qt  war,  by  granting  them  commissions, 
instead  of  letters  of  mwqne. 

Proposes  to  send  Lord  Russell  the  papers 
on  hand,  relative  to  depredations  of  the 
Florida,  and' to  take  notice  cf  his  allusion 
in  a  recent  note  to  privateers  as  *' seeming 
mcHrdiant  ships.'' 

Incloses  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
covering  papers  relative  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  Amtffican  ships  by  the  Florida, 
and  the  oonsecj^uent  claims  of  their  owners 
upon  the  British  .govemment,  and  claim- 
ing that  the  evidence  presented,  in  -her 
case  and  that  of  the  Alabama  before  their 
depavtiue,  did  not  justify  her  Majesty's 
government  in  styling  them  "seeming 
merohant  ships.'' 

Incloses  oopy  of  Lo^l  Rnss^l's  note  in  •ae- 
iinowledgment  of  the  .reoMpt  -of  papers 
•oottoeniiiig  depredations  of  the  FloridA. 
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0. 


From  whom  aucl 
to  whom. 


D|ite. 


0  I  Mr.    Sewanl    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


1864. 
July    t>9 


Mr.    AdauiM     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Sept.     ^ 


do 


Sept.     y 


do 


Nov.    10 


6  1  Mr.  »Sewanl    to 
Mr.  Adam8. 


Dec.    21 


«  i do 


1865. 
Jan.    10 


•'7    Mr.   Adauw     to  j  Jan.     19 
Mr.  St'wartl.      i 


^^^  I do 


Jan.    *26 


"'»*  I  Mr.  Seward    to     Mar.    18 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.    Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


May    11 


Subject. 


& 

ee 


TrauHniitfl  eo])ies  of  letter  from  Secretary  of  I  650 
the  Navy  and  dispatch  from  Consul  Allen, 
relative  to  the  Bermuda  Islands  being 
made  a  bavHe  for  the  Florida*s  operations, 
and  to  alleged  partiality  shown  rebel  i 
cnii«erH  bv  British  ^  colonial  authorities. 
Mr.  Adams  is  instructed  to  address  a  re- 
monstrance to  the  British  government. 

Transmits  copy  of  his  remonstrance  address-  651 
ed  to  Lord  Russell,  inclosing  and  based 
uxM>u  papers  received  with  No.  1050,  in 
reference  to  operations  of  the  Florida  near 
Bermuda  and  partiality  shown  her  by  the 
colonial  authorities.  Also,  transmits  copy 
of  Earl  Russell's  acknowledgment. 

Transmits  copy  of  Lord  Russeirs  note,  stat-  |  65ii 
ing  that  her  Majesty's  government  have 
received  reports  of,  and  approve  conduct 
of,  the  authorities  at  Bermuda  in  relation 
to  the  Florida. 

The  rebel  agents  arc  trying  to  create  excite-  I  653 
ment  on  account  of  the  capture  of  the 
Florida  at  Baliia.    The  cmly  accounts  re- 
ceived thus  far  are  fi*om  some  of  her  offi- 
cers who  have  arrived  at  Southampton. 

Incloses  inti'rcepted  correspondence  found  j  654 
on  board  the   Florida,  which   should  be 
made  a  biisis  of  prosecution  against  JoBes, 
Hyatt,  and  othei*s,  for  violation  of  British 
laws. 


Instructs  Mr.  Adams  to  r«?monstrate  with  i  654 
British  goveniment  against  allowing  the 
Florida's  crew  to  join  the  Rappahannock, 
as  ordered  by  insurgents  in  England. 
.  (See  extract  from  Mr.  Morse's  dispatch  No. 
263,  and  iiiclosures,  page  655.)  , 

Transmits  co])y  of  his  note  to  Lonl  Russell,  '  (>5(» 
inclosing  intercepted  correspondence  in 
regard  to  the  Flori<la,  received  with  No. 
1196,  showing  systematic  violation  of  neu- 
trality by  Jones  «5l'  Co.,  and  other  British 
subjects. 

In  reference  to  subject  of   instruction  No.     658 
1233,  had  nu-eived  from  Mr.  Morse  infor- 
mation of  the  Florida's  crew  being  ordered 
to  the  Kappabannock,  and  had  laid  it  be- 
fore the  British  government. 

Incloses  copy  of  dispatch  from  L'nited  States  65t^ 
consul  at  Niissau,  informing  him  that 
blwkade-running  from  tliat  port  had 
cea«ed,  an<l  that  several  vessels  formerly 
engaged  therein  bail  gone  to  Havana,  as 
was  reported,  to  be  fitted  out  as  privat^^ere, 
under  the  I'nited  States  flag,  to  cruise 
against  British  connnerce,  wiMi  a  view"  of 
effecting  a  rupture  between  the  F^nited 
States  and  Great  Britain. 

Transmits  copyof  Lord  Russell's  note,inclos-  i  659 
ing  corr<;8iMuidence  between  the   Fnited  ' 
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Nd. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


1865. 


»S^ibjeH. 


StateM  coiiBul  and  colon  ml  a«tib«ritie»  i^l 
Nassaa  in  reference  to  the  ap|>i^heiiBion 
of  Captain  Maffit,  (now  in  command  of  a 
blockade-ranner^)  for  enlisting  men  in  the 
I*lorida  at  Nassaa  in  1862,  which  was 
declined  by  the  authorities  for  lack 
of  sufficient  evidence.  Lord  RuaseU 
gives  the  govenior's  comments  upon  the 
tone  of  the  consnl's  communieationR,  aad 
assures  Mr.  Adams  that  there  itt  no  found- 
ation for  the  rumor  that  blockade-runners 
had  gone  to  Havana  to  l>e  titlod  out  for 
privateers. 


THE  GEOR(;iA. 


58 


367 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Adam.s     to 
Mr.  Sewanl. 


1863. 
April     3 


April    8 


368 


do April     9 


60 


Mr.     Ihidley     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


April  11 


?79  j  Mr.     Adauis    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Ajiril  17 


The  steanuT  Japan,  formerly  the  Virginia, 
is  about  to  clear  froniGhrsgow  for  the  East 
Indies.  She  has  a  very  large  cn»w,  ship- 
ped for  three  years,  and  is  l>elieved  to  be 
for  the  rebels.     Is  making  investigations. 

Incloses  note  to  Ix>nl  Russen,  informing  him 
of  the  departur*'  of  the  Japan,  or  Virginia, 
Ijelieved  to  Im*  intended  for  a  rebel  cruiser, 
and  of  the  Alar,  with  her  armament,  &c., 
for  the  island  of  Aldemey,  and  reciuesting 
timely  inquirj-  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
ment to  pnt  a  stop  to  their  proceedings. 
Also,  incloses  Mr.  Hammond's  private  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  note,  stating  that 
it  bad  been  refeiTetl  to  the  home  office, 
and  would  be  sent  to  the  treasury. 

Incloses  Lord  RussolVs  official  acknowleilg- 
mcnt  of  his  note  of  yesterday,  stating  that 
he  has  asked  for  immediate  investigation 
and  preventive  procee<ling8,  should  Mr. 
Adams's  suspicions  of  the  Japan  i»rove 
well-founded.  The  Alar  did  not  go  a«  soon 
as  was  suj»|K)s<mI.  The  delay  will  perhaps 
lye  favorable. 

Incloses  extract  from  LiveriMxd  pap<»r  in  ref- 
erence to  escape  of  the  Japan,  and  denies 
the  statements  therein  made,  that  the  men 
visited  him,  that  he  telegraphed  Mr.  Ad- 
ams, or  that  the  government  att^^mpted  to 
arrest  the  ve8s«»l.  The  Japan  was  fitt^Mt 
out  by  Thomas  Bold,  of  Liverpool. 

Tnnismits  copies  of  his  note  to  Earl  RuKsell 
denying  tnith  of  inclosed  statement  from 
Ivondon  Time's  in  refert»n<*e  to  Japan's  des- 
tination :  of  Earl  Russell's  answer,  stating 
that  the  matter  had  been  referred  to  the 
home  and  tn^asury  departments;  and  of 
Mr.  Adams's  secon<l  not^,  covering  deposi- 
tions showing  the  transfer  of  her  arma- 
ment from  the  Alar  to  the  Japan,  or  Vir- 
ginia, ofl'the  French  coast,  the  enlietaient 
of  Hritish  snbjcM'ts  on  board  the  lattiev,  ami 
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0. 


Froin  whom  and 
to  whom. 


I   Ms.  'iMMos     to 
Mr.  Qtmiapd. 


1863. 
Aiicii  16 


^ 


Sul^iect. 


Hr.  SmiMd    to 
Mr.  Adamfl. 


4  |)|fr.    Mmbu    4o 
Mr.SMTiu^l. 


M9.y 


inly    16 


Id 


» 


'Mr.  ktt^MMBd  Aq 
Mr.  AdMBS. 

Mr.  D««it:r  to 
<Mr.«tiirii«d. 


Jnly  ^ 
.Awfj.     7 


ri^ 


« 


i«r.  \4iM»8     Jt« 
Mr,J9»w»t4. 


40 


iO(«.    :io 


i>(ic.    11 


^ 


ifr.  i||«iifaBd    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Dec,    21 


I 


her  tiiial  depai*ture  on  her  cniiBe  an  a  rebel 
vessel. 

Incloses  copy  of  one  of  the  Virginia's  ship- 
ping note«  signed  b^'  Jones  Sl  Co.,  of  Liv- 
erpool, against  whom  a  clear  case  can  be 
■Bade  out  under  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

Transmitting  Lord  Rnsselrs  note  asserting 
that  the  \Mrginia  had  been  constantly  vis- 
ited by  British  officers  during  her  con- 
strnotion,  and  that  they  had  seen  nothing 
to  arouse  their  suspicions  of  her  warlike 
eharacter. 

Has  received  No.  379.  Mr.  Adams's  repre- 
jieiitations  concerning  the  steamer  Vir^nia 
are  approved,  and  it  is  hoped  the  British 
|[^vertMBent  will  take  measures  to  prevent 
smtilar  transactions  in  future. 

Incloses  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell 
representing  that  the  steamer  Virginia: 
was  the  property  of  a  British  subjtxjt  for 
SMDO  time  after  her  first  ravages  were; 
^MNniuitted'  on  our  commerce ;  also,  Lord; 
Russell's  reply,  stating  that  he  has  institu-l 
ted  an  investigation. 

Has  receired  No.  454,  and  approves  Mr.  Ad- 
ams's proceedings. 

Has  discovered  that  the  pirate  Georgia  is 
theiMime  as  the  steamer  J ai)an  or  Virginia. 
The  families  of  her  crew  receive  half-pay 
in  Liverpool.  While  still  registered  as.a! 
British  vessel,  in  the  name  of  Thomas! 
Bold,  she  has  destroyed  several  United 
States  vessels.  Incloses  shipping  note  of 
the  Japan  signed  Jones  &  Co. ;  also  opin-, 
ion  of  Mr.  Squarey,  attorney,  that  under 
the  ruling  in  the  Alexandra  case  no  viola- 

.  tion  ot  the  foreign  enlistment  act  had 
taken  x^lace  in  the  equipment  of  the  Geor- 
gia, and  that  unless  it  could  be  proved 
that  her  commander  aeted  as  an  agent  of 
her  registered  owner  in  destroying  Amar-i 
ican  vessels,  the  latter  could  not  oe  held 
ret^ponsible,  but  advising  that  the  matter 
be  represented  to  the  government,  and  ex- 
planations asked. 

Has  received  telegram  from  Mr,  Harvey,  at 
Lisbon,  in  regard  to  depredations  of  the 
Georgia,  and  iirecautions  which  he  has 
taken. 

Incloses  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
covering  letter  from  Mr.  Dudley  and  dep- 
ositions showing  the  circumstances  of  the 
shipment  of  the  Georgia's  crew,  and  the 
existence  of  a  re^lar  office  in  Liverpool 
for  enlisting  Britisli  subjects  to  carrj'  on 
war  against  the  United  States.  Also,  in- 
closes Lord  Russell's  reply,  jn-omising  in- 
vestigation of  the  matter. 

Instructs  him  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
pn tsecuting  parties  implicate<l  in  the  trans- 
actions disclosed  by  dei>o8itious  relative  to 
pirate  Georgia  forwarded  by  Mr.  Dudley. 
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No. 


•219 


274 


679 


687 


282 


694 


697 


958 


966 


707 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


204  i  >Ir.    Dudley     to 
Mr.  8^'wartl. 


Date. 


1864. 
Jan.      5 


576  1  Mr.    Adams     to 
!      Mr.  Seward. 


Jan.    15 


215  I  Mr.     Dudley    to 
Mr.  Reward. 


Jan.     19 


do 


do 


Jan.    27 


Mav 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


do 


Mav 


May     13 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


do 


May    18 
May    19 


Mr,    Seward     to 
Mr.  Adams. 


do 


May    20 
May    21 

Mav    28 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


June     2 


Subject. 


Hjin  received  notice  of  intention  ofthe  Crown 
to  prosecute  .Jones  &  Co.  for  fitting  out 
and  enlisting  crew  for  the  Georgia.  Has 
de]iositions  and  witnesses  ready,  and  has 
instructed  Mr.  Squarey  and  his  detective 
force  to  aid  the  prosecution.  Jones  &  Co. 
have  recently  sent  reinforcements  to  the 
crews  of  the  Georgia  and  Florida. 

Incloses  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
covering  Mr.  Dudley-s  letter  and  deposi- 
tion of  Thomas  Matthews,  containing  fiir- 
ther  evidence  against  Jones  &  Co.  in  case 
of  the  Georgia.  Also,  Lord  RusselFs  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  same. 

Robert  Highat,  (instead  of  John  Jones,  as 
previously  reported,)  has  been  held  to  bail 
in  the  prosecution  against  Jones  &  Co.  in 
the  Georgia  case.  Jones  has  not  yet  been 
aiTcsted. 

Jones  (one  of  the  partie^s  concerneil  in  fitting 
out  the  Georgia)  and  his  clerk  have  given 
themselves  up,  and  ai*e  to  be  heard  to-day. 

Announces  arrival  of  pirate  Georgia  at  Liv- 
erpool, and  recalls  the  circnmstances  of 
her  fitting  ont,  &c.  Report  says  she  is  to 
be  sold. 

The  Georgia  has  arrived  at  Liverpool.  Has 
made  no  representations  as  yet  to  the  Brit- 
ish governniejit. 

Incloses  copy  of  hifif  note  to  I^ord  Russell, 
asking  whether  the  Georgia  returns  in  her 
character  as  a  British  vessel  or  aa  a  con- 
federate cruiser,  and  if  the  latter,  why  she 
is  allowed  to  overstay  the  specifietl  time. 
Also,  Lord  RnsseU's  reply  promising  con- 
sideration of  the  matter  by  her  Majesty's 
government.  A  discussion  on  the  subject 
IS  expected  in  the  House  of  Commons.  In 
view  of  afiairs  on  the  continent,  the  mer- 
cantile interests  are  growing  uneasy. 

The  Georgia  has  discharged  stores,  and  near- 
ly all  crew,  under  su|)erintendenco  of 
Jones  &  Co.'s  clerk. 

Refers  to  neglect  ofthe  ministry  to  seize  the 
opportunity  presented  by  debate  in  the 
Commons  of  the  13th,  for  the  inauguration 
of  a  positive  policy  in  relation  to  Ameri- 
can affairs. 

The  Georgia  is  advertised  for  sale  at  Liver- 
pool. Her  crew,  composed  of  Bntish  sub- 
jects, arc  all  at  large. 

Has  received  No.  679.  announcing  return  of 
the  (Georgia.  Her  Mjyesty-s  government 
must  not  be  left  to  believe  that  we  regard 
her  as  a  lawful  belligerent  vessel. 

Has  received  No.  687,  an<l  approves  Mr. 
Adams's  pro4-eedings  in  case  of  the  Georgia. 
Lord  Knssell  should  know  that  the  United 
States  have  not  changed  their  position  on 
this  subject. 

Incloses  copy  of  his  not<;  t-o  Loixl  Russell, 
covering  deposition  of  Patrick  Shanly,  in 
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From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


f  Ifr.    8eward    to 
XT.  Adams. 


1864. 


June     3 


do 


Mr.  Dudley  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Adams  to 
Mr.  8eward. 


June     .3 


June     3 
June   10 


1 

do 

1 

Mr.   Reward 

to 

Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Wilding 

to 

Mr.  8ewanl 

• 

do 

1 
'    Mr.    Adams 

to 

Mr.  Sewanl. 

i 

• 

Mr.  Wilding 

to 

Mr.  8ewanl. 

Jnne   10 


June  27 

July  23 

Anjf.  3 

Aug.  4 


Aug.     6 


Mr.  Wilson  to  Mr. 
F.  W.  Seward. 


Hr.AdamiitoMr. 
SowMtL 


Aug.    12 


Aug.    18 


reference  to  eulistment  on  the  ))irate 
Georgia,  and  hinting  at  impossibility  of 
preventing  similar  acts  on  the  part  of 
American  citizens  in  future  contingencies. 

Has  received  No.  694.  Regrets  the  neglect 
of  the  British  ministry  to  set  itself  ri^ht 
in  relation  to  enforcement  of  neutrality, 
and  predicts  that  the  i)eople  will  find  their 
positiou  unsatisfactory. 

Suggests  that  Earl  Russell  be  asked  why  the 
Georgians  crew  are  left  at  liberty^  while 
men  who  concealexl  themselves  in  the 
Kearsarge  to  enlfst  in  United  States  ser- 
vice, have  l>een  prosecuted  and  convictetl. 

Announces  the  sale  of  the  Georgia  to  a  rebel 
sympathizer. 

Has  received  No.  958,  and  had  already  made 
the  representations  suggested  therein.  In- 
closes copy  of  his  uot«  to  Lord  Russell, 
protesting  agaiunt  the  validity  of  the  sale 
of  the  Georgia,  and  asserting  the  r){^ht  of 
the  United  States  to  capture  her  on  the 
high  seas.  Also,  incloses  Lord  Russell's 
acknowledgment. 

Incloses  copy  of  Lord  RiisselFs  note  ac- 
knowledging receipt  of  deposition  of  Pat- 
rick Shanl3^  relative  to  enlistments  for  the 
Georgia,  and  )>romi8ing  consideration 
thereof. 

Has  received  712,  an<l  approves  jtrotest 
against  sale  of  the  GiH>rgia. 

Detailing  circuniHtances  tending  to  excite  a 
suspicion  that  the  Georgia  is  being  refitted 
for  a  privateer. 

The  Georgia  has  been  entered  for  Lisbon  and 
Africa.  She  in  suspected  of  intending  to 
go  out  on  her  old  busiuesH,  and  will  be 
closely  watched. 

Transmits  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Kusw'll, 
complaining  of  refitting  of  the  Georgia 
by  British  subjects  to  cruise  agaiu8t  the 
Unite<l  States,  as  shown  in  inclosed  letter 
from  Mr.  Wilding.  Also,  tninsniits  copy 
of  Earl  Ku8seirs  reply. 

Incloses  three  afiidavitK,  which  luivt»  also 
been  sent  to  Mr.  AdauiH,  going  to  show 
that  the  Georgia  is  lH»ing  refitted  for  a 
rebel  cruiser.  Has  informed  Mr.  Adams  of 
her  Portuguese  charter. 

The  Georgia  has  sailed,  chartered  by  Portu- 
guese government  as  a  mail  steamer.  The 
Portuguese  legation  has  been  notifie<l  that 
slie^is  liable  to  capture  by  United  States 
vessels,  and  they  are  upon  her  track.  In 
response  to  repeated  applications  to  pre- 
vent her  siviling,  Lord  Russell  replied  that 
instructions  have  been  given  not  to  allow 
rebel  steamers  to  disarm  and  be  sold  in 
British  iwrts. 

Explaining  causes  of  Lord  Russell's  decision 
announced  in  inclosed  note  against  disarm- 
in  gaud  sale  of  belligerent  vessels  in  Brit- 
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709 
709 


711 


711 


711 


712 


712 


714 


717 


718 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


1074 


7t)7 


1077 


S39 


780 


350 


1097 


1106 


394 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  AdaimB. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Sowaid. 


Mr.    Seward   to 
Mr.  AdfMQM. 


Mr.    DacO^y    4o 
<Mr.  Sewatd. 


Date. 


1864. 


Aug.   90 


Mr.    Adams     to 
'Mr.v8e¥Fard. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Sewanl. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  F.W.Seward 
to  Mr.  Aduns. 

Mr.    Dudley     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Aug.   S5 


Aag.   S6 


Aug.   ^ 


Sept.     H 


Sept.  13 

Sept.  30 

Sept.  S4 

Nov.  35 


Subject. 


Tsh  port8.  Also,  inclosiug  his  uote  to  Earl 
RusBel,  acknowledging  the  receipt  ofthati 
anuouueement}  and  the  order  referred  to. ; 

Has  received  No.  758,  and  approves  Mr.  Ad-; 
ams's  representations  in  regard  to  ^hej 
Georgia.  The  new  mode  of  equippingj 
pnvateers  is  illustrated  in  the  case  of  the! 
Tallahassee. 

The  Niagara  has  arrived  at  Dover,  having 
captured  the  Georgia  and  sent  her  to  the 
United  States  as  a  prize.  The  event  has; 
created  «ome  sensation  in  London. 

Has  reeeived  Mr.  Wilson's  private  dis^>atch 
of  the  I2th.  The  proceedings  therein  re-j 
ferred  to  (concerning  the  Georgia  are  ap-; 
proved. 

fiefors  to  comments  of  newspapers  upon  tho 
oaptiireof  the  Geor^a,  laying  stress  upon 
her  British  ownership,  and  incloses  depo-j 
«ition  showing  that  Jones,  recently  con-, 
victed  of  having  shipped  her  first  crew,- 
was  engaged  in  fitting  her  up  the  second; 
time.  ,^ 

Transmits  cop^-  of  Loixl  RusseU^s  note  stat- 
ing that  her  Mi^esty's  government  expects 
the  GeiH-gia,  captured  under  the  British 
dag,  and  claimed  by  British  owners,  to  bei 
brought  l>efore  a  prize  court  for  adjudica-i 
tiou.  Also,  copy  of  his  reply,  assuringj 
Lord  Russell  of  the  disposition  of  Oka 
United  States  to  facilitate  proceedinga  fod 
her  trial. 

The  government  has  given  notice  to  Mr. 
Bates,  the  pretended  owner  of  the  Georgia^ 
that  they  will  not  interfere,  and  that  he 
must  «ubmit  his  case  to  the  prize  court. 

Has  received  No.  761.  Has  also  heard,  with 
much  satisfaction,  of  the  capture  of  the 
Georgia. 

Has  received  No.  780.  The  proceedings 
against  the  Georgia  will  be  regular  and 
without  delay. 

The  three  parties  tried  for  fitting  out  and 
-enlisting  men  for  the  Georgia  have  been 
convict^l,  and  fined  fifty  pounds  a  piece. 
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THE  RAPPAHANNOCK. 


192 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


547 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


L863. 
Dec.      2 


Dec.      3 


Incloses  ai'ticle  from  the  Loudon  Times  in 
rcfefeuce  to  the  sale  and  fitting  out  of 
the  government  ship  Victor,  now  the  con- 
federate war  steamer  Rappahannock,  and 
the  effoi-ts  made  to  stop  her  after  her  de- 
parture. 

Recountii  circumstances  of  the  sale  of  the 
Victor  by  the' British  government,  her  fit- 
ting out  at  the  royal  dock-yards  at  Sheer- 
ness,   and    sudden  departure  for  Calais, 
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>'oi 


I-Yom  whom  and 
t4)  whom. 


l>ate. 


1863. 


uT^ 


Mr.    Adiunf^    to 
•    Mr.  8ewMtl. 


;  !>«•.    11 


:*d 


— d«  . . 


IVc.     17 


:.«3 


(l<« 


Der.    24 


^H) 

Mr.    Seward 
Mr.  Adamn. 

to 

18^. 
Jan.      4 

HiH 

.  1 

do 

Jan. 
Jan. 

12 

HJ 

do 

i 

1 
14 

S7J 

^.    Adams 
!    Mr.  8ew«rd 

• 

Jan. 

15 

Subject. 


where  she  hoisted  the  confederate  flag 
and  appeared  as  the  Rappahannock.  Has 
confidential  iufonnation  showing  collu- 
sion of  naval  ofticers  at  Sheemess.  Ti^ns- 
mits  copy  of  his  not<j  to  Lord  Russell, 
covering  letter  from  Consul  Morse,  stating 
the  fact44  in  the  case  and  alluding  to  the 
steamer  Harriet  Pinckney  and  the  bark 
Agrippina,  at  Plymouth,  an  probably  hav- 
ing tlie  armament  and  crew  of  the  Rappa- 
hauucK'k  on  board ;  also,  transmits  Lord 
Russell's  reply,  stating  that  the  matter 
has  been  referred  to  the  proper  depart- 
ment and  investigations  asked. 

Transmits  copy  of  hiit  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
covering  letter  from  Mr.  Morse  and  depo- 
sitions from  seamen  shipped  on  board, 
showing  that  the  Rappahannock  is  a  rebel 
privateer  escaped  from  Sheerness,  in  an 
unfinished  state,  and  is  being  conipletcd 
^at  Calais;  also, showing  complicity  of  Mr. 
Rumble,  of  the  royal  dock-yard,  iu  enlist- 
ing her  crew.  Lord  Russell  acknowledges 
recei}»t  of  tlu^se  papers  an<l  proniises  that 
they  shall  be  consideretl. 

Transmits  copies  of  his  notes  to  Lord  Russell, 
inclosiug  a  further  deposition  iu  reference 
to  the  Ka]>i)ahannock,  and  Mr.  Rumble's 
agency  iu  enlisting  her  crew;  also,  inclos- 
ing letter  from  Mr.  Morse,  showing  that  she 
is  still  a  British  regist«*red  ship,  though 
carrying  the  confederate  flag,  and  cover- 
ing copy  of  her  register.  Also,  transmits 
copy  of  Earl  Rus-seirs  reply,  promising 
enforcement  of  the  laws  in  the  case,  and 
showing  lack  of  confirmation  of  Mr.  Ad- 
ams's suspicious  in  regard  Uy  the  Harriet 
Pinckney  and  the  Agrippiua. 

Transmits  copy  of  his  not^i  to  lA)rd  Russell, 
inclosing  ^Mr.  Morse's  letter  and  deposi- 
tions, showing  knowledge  of  her  Majestj^'s 
officers  of  the  destination  and  chariu'ter  of 
the  Rappahannock,  and  their  complicity 
in  fitting  her  out  both  before  and  since  her 
departuiv  from  81u'erne«K.  Also,  transmits 
I^rd  RuHSi'll's  reply,  pn)mising  considera- 
tion of  said  papers. 

Mas  receivi'd  No.  r>58,  and  appro V4«,s  Mr.  Ad- 
ams's proceedings  in  relation  to  the  Rap- 
pahanniK'k. 

Has  received  No.  547,  an<l  ap]>rov«?s  pro<!eed- 
ings  therein  n^lated,  iu  reganl  Uy  the  Riip- 
panannock. 

Ha«  received  No.  r)t>:i.  The  President  d<M»« 
not  doubt  that  her  Majesty's  goveniment 
will  apply  the  proi)er  remedies  in  the  case 
of  the  Rappahannock. 

Transmits  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Rnssidl, 
inclosing  letter  from  Mr.  Morse  and  deposi- 
tions of  British  subjects  enlist^^d  on  board 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


r)45 


Mr.    Adam8     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1864. 
April    8 


(►72 


do April  28 


(J'^O 


d 


i» 


May 


'07 


lo Jinif     2 


MO 


lo 


998 


12:« 


do June    10 


Mr.    Steward     to 
Mr.  Adams. 


ilo 


no 


Jniif   20 


1865. 
Jan.     10 


^m 


Mr.    Adams      to 
Mr.  SpwarcL 


Jan.     26 


K79 


i:«U 


ion 


do Fed..     16 


Mr.     Ss'ward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.     Admus    to 
Mr.  Hnnter. 


Mar.    \\\ 


Subject. 


the  Rappahannock ;  also,  transmits  Lord 
Russell's  acknowledgment  thereof. 

Transmits  copy  of  his  note  to  I^rd  Russell^ 
inclosing  letter  from  Mr.  Dudley  and  depo- 
sitions, showing  agency  of  Jones  and  Com? 
]»any  in  enlisting  men  in  Liver|)ooi  for  the 
Rappahannock  since  her  arrival  at  Calais; 
also,  transmits  Ix>rd  Russell's  acknowkulg- 
ment. 

Transmits  copy  of  his  note  to  I^ord  Russell; 
inclosing  Mr.  Morse's  letter  and  twenty-one 
depositions  of  men  engaged  in  London  by 
British  subjects  to  go  to  Calais  to  serve  on 
the  Rappahannock.  Also,  transmits  copy 
of  Lord  Russell's  acknowled^ient,  and  of 
the  L<Midon  Times  containing  report  of 
])reliminary  proceedings  in  the  trial  of  Mr. 
Kumble.  The  judge's  charge  seems  to  favor 
a  just  construction  of  the  foreign  enlist- 
ment act,  but,  though  Rumble  is  unques- 
tionably guilty,  his  conviction  is  doubtful. 

Transmits  coi)y  of  his  note  to'Lord  Russell, 
covering  aftidavits  of  men  enlu^ted  by  Mr. 
Rnmble  for  service  on  board  the  Rappa- 
hannock. 

Transmits  copy  of  his  note  to  1-ord  Russell, 
inclosing  affidavits  showing  enlistment  of 
men  in  Liveriwol  for  tbe  Rap])ahannock ; 
nlso,  transmits  copy  of  Lonl  Rnssell's  ac^ 
knowledgment. 

Transmits  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  note,  ac- 
knowledging receipt  of  his  lett«'r  of  4th 
May,  with  depositions  of  men  enliste<l  by 
Mr.  Rumble  for  Rappahannock. 

Hjvs  received  No.  707,  and  ai)proves  Mr.  Ad- 
ams's repr€*sen  tat  ions  "concerning  4'nlist- 
ments  for  the  Rappabannock.  ' 

Ha«  heard  from  Mr.  Moi-sc  of  an  order  issued 
in  England,  directing  crew  of  tlu'  pirates 
Florida  to  re])ort  for  duty  on  the  Rapp<*i- 
liaimoi'k,  and  in-structs  Mr.  Adams  to  re- 
monstrate with  Her  Majesty's  gov<»rnnient 
against  such  proceedings.  ' 

Has  received  No.  12:5!J.  Ha<l  received  ^he 
information  then*in  alluded  to  fi*om  Mr. 
Morse,  an<l  nnu^'  it  the  subject  of  a  note 
to  Lord  Russell,  to  wliicli  he  has  not  as  yet 
replied. 

Transmits  co])ies  m  iMurespondence  with 
Lord  Russell  on  tlu'  subject  of  the  onttit 
of  the  Hawk  and  the  City  of  Richmond, 
in  England,  for  tlie  use  of  the  rebels. 

Incloses  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr. ,  in 


London,  in  regard  to  the  Rappahannock, 
and  connection  of  Rumble,  Partridge,  and. 
and  othei*s,  with  her  outfit. 
July  1*5  I  Announces  arrival,  at  Southampton,  of  the. 
Uappahannock  disguistKl  as  the  British 
steamer  Beatrice.  Has  instructed  captain' 
of  tbe  Sacramento  in  case  she  should  leave 
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..     From  whom  aud 
to  whom. 


Dat«'. 


1865. 


I4«    Mr.    Reward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


1714 


do 


Jiilv    25 


1866. 
Mar.    20 


Siibjoft. 


port  to  wize  the  vewwl,  and  directed  eon- 
8ul  at  Liveqiuol  to  take  advice  as  to  ])ro- 

firietyof  coninieiiciii^  proceedings  against 
ler. 
Ha«  received  information  of  the  arrival,  at 
Southampton,  of  the  Rappahannock,  alian 
the  Heatrice,  bound  tor  Liverpool. 

Inclowes  letter  from  Mr.  Haftner,  relative  to 
complicity  of  Engineer  Partridge,  of  Wool- 
wich Steam  Factory,  and  Mr.  Rumble,  in 
outtit  and  expedition  of  the  Rajipahan- 
nock,  and  8tatin|j  that  the  evidence  in 
regard  to  Partridge's  taking  her  out  of 
Sheemess  Harbor  had  been  expunged  by 
the  government  in  the  trial  of  Rumble. 
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ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY. 


EEBEL  OPERATIONS  FROM  CANADA. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Depakt>ient  of  State, 

Washington^  April  15,  1863. 

3Iy  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  coraraunicate  a  copy  of  a  telegram  of 
jest^^rday,  addressed  to  me  by  the  collector  of  the  customs  at  San  Fran- 
cisco, California,  relative  to  conspiracies  of  insurgents  in  the  neighbNor- 
m«:  British  colony  of  Vancouver's  Island  for  fitting  out  privateers  to  sink 
and  bum  United  States  merchant  vessels.  It  has  occurred  to  me  that 
yoii  mi^'ht  deem  this  a  sufficient  occavsion  to  communicate  with  the  col- 
onial authorities  there  on  the  subject. 

•  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Ei;;,'ht  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  cCc,  etc.,  etc 


Mr.  Rankin  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[Telegram.] 

San  Francisco,  A2)ril  14, 1863. 

Collector  at  Puget  Sound  reports  places  for  fitting  out  privateers  at 

Victoria.     Secessionists  very  active,  and  our  oflicers  much  alarmed. 

Colonial  authorities  inform  consul  that  they  cannot  interfere  with  the 

fitting  out  of  privateers.    Can  anything  be  dime  to  secure  instructions 

firom  home  government!    I  am  trying  to  get  commanding  naval  oiUcer 

to  send  a  steamer  to  the  sound. 

IRA  P.  RANKIN,  Collector. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

Washington,  April  16, 1863.  * 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  horfor  to  receive  your  note  of  yesterday's  date, 
and  its  inclosures,  relative  to  a  report  that  attempts  were  being  made  to 
fit  out  privateers  at  VandBuver's  Island  for  the  enemies  of  the  United 
States. 

1  will  lose  no  time  in  forwarding  copies  of  your  communication  to  her 
Majesty's  government,  and  to  the  governor  of  Vancouver's  Island. 

I  have  already  sent,  by  telegraph,  directions  to  her  Majesty's  consul 
at  San  Francisco,  to  write,  in  my  name,  to  the  governor  on  the  subject. 

I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  cfcc,  <£c,  dec. 
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Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

Washington,  May  15, 1863. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  your  notes  of  the  3l8t  March  last  and  15th 
ultimo,  and  to  my  answers  of  the  2d  and  16th  ultimo,  I  have  the  hooor 
to  inclose  an  extract  from  a  dispatch  which  I  received  yesterday  ftom 
her  Majesty's  consul  at  San  Francisco,  in  answer  to  the  telegram  by 
which  i  directed  him  to  communicate  with  the  governor  of  Vancouvert 
Island,  respecting  the  reports  that  vessels  were  being  fitted  out  in  that 
colony  to  cruise  against  American  commerce. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  cj&c,  cfcc,  cfce. 


Extract  from  a  dispatch  from  her  Majesty's  consul  at  San  Francisco  to  Lori 

LyonSj  dated  April  17,  1863. 

« 

"  I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  at  6  o'clock  last  evening,  your  lordship^ 
'  telegram,  and  at  once  replied  to  it  J^y  telegram. 

"I  have  to-day  written  to  Governor  Douglass,  in  accordance  witByonr 
instructions,  and  the  reply  will  be  receiv^ed  here  about  the  end  of  April| 
should  the  st^^^raer  wait  long  enough  at  Esquimalt  to  enable  his  exod- 
lency  to  acknowledge  receipt  by  return  mail.  I  feel  confident  there  is 
no  foundation  for  the  reports  made  to  the  United  States  government 
that  attempts  are  being  made  to  fit  out  a  confederate  privateer  in  Van- 
couver's Island.  I  see  so  many  people  from  there,  and  am  in  such  con- 
stant correspondence  with  the  official  and  private  residents  <>f  that 
island,  that  I  should  have  been  almost  sui'e  to  hear  if  anything  of  that 
kind  had  been  going  on.  I  believe  the  idea  to  have  originated  in  sund^ 
articles  in  one  of  the  Victoria  papers,  about  two  months  ago,  whereintt 
was  stated  that  a  confederate  commodore  was  in  Victoria,  and  thatpio- 
posals  had  been  made  to  purchase  the  screw  steamship  Thames  fori 
privateer. 

**  The  supposed  commodore  was  Captain  Mauley,  who  was  sent  i» 
Victoria  by  a  firm  in  this  city  engaged  in  the  Mexican  trade,  to  ascer- 
tain if  the  Thames  was  a  suitable  vessel  to  run  between  this  port  and 
Mexico,  and  if  so,  to  endeavor  to  purchase  her." 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  of  State, 

%  Washington^  May  18, 18d3. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowle^e  the  receipt  of  your  note 
of  the  15th  instant,  and  to  thank  you  for  the  extract  from  a  dispatdi 
from  her  Majesty's  consul  at  San  Francisco  which  accompanied  it,  in 
answer  to  the  telegram  by  which  \ov\  directed  him  to  communicate  witt 
the  governor  of  Vancouver's  Island  respecting  the  reports  that  vesadi 
were  being  fitted  out  in  that  colony  to  ciaiise  against  American  com 
merce. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship^s  obi 
dient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Right  lion.  Lord  Lyons,  etc.,  etc.,  &c. 
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Lard  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  May  21, 18C3. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  18th  instant,  and  to  our  pre- 
11008  correspondence,  respecting  the  rumors  that  endeavors  were  being 
made  to  fit  out  privateers  at  Vancouver's  Island,  I  have  the  honor  to 
fanDsmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  telegram  which  I  have  just  received  from 
tlie  governor  of  that  island. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  WnxiAM  H.  Seward,  etc,  etc.,  etc 


Copy  of  telegram  from  Oovernor  Douglass^  dated  Victoriaj  Uth  instant, 

British  Columbia,  3fay,  1863. 

Tour  communication  of  2d  of  April,  with  inclosures,  has  just  arrived, 
and  I  beg  your  lordship  to  assure  the  President  of  the  United  States 
flttt^every  vigilance  will  be  used  by  this  government  to  discover  and 
faistiate  all  attempts  by  the  enemies  of  the  United  States  to  fit  out  pri- 
vateers in  the  ports  of  Vancouver's  Island. 

JAMES  DOUGLASS. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

•  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  22,  1863. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
rf  yesterday,  and  to  thank  you  for  the  copy  of  the  telegram  received 
by  you  from  bis  excellency  the  governor  of  Vancouver's  Island,  which 
Mcompanied  it,  regarding  the  rumors  that  endeavors  were  being  made 
toftt  out  privateers  in  that  colony. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  lordship  the 
Mirance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  <fcc.,  cfcc,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons.  ^ 

Department  of  State, 
•  Washington,  January  12,  1864. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  a  copy  of  a  telegram 
ttis  day  received  from  the  United  States  consul  general  at  Montreal, 
Bebtive  to  a  supposed  gathering  of  insurgents  at  Windsor,  Canada. 
Diis  information  is  imparted  in  order  that  you  may  take  into  considera- 
tbn  the  expediency  of  making  the  same  known  to  her  Majesty's  author- 
ities in  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  lordship's  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Bight  HcHu  LoBD  Lyons,  &c.^  dkc.,  &c. 


4  ZXrOECEMEXT   OF   XECTEALITT. 

J/r.  Giddim^  to  Jfr.  St9t4trd^ 

[Tckrgrun.]      * 

MoxTRCAL,  January  12, 1861 

Lieutenant  Braine.  Colonel  Talbot,  and  other  confederates  are  hem 
on  their  way  to  Windsor.  There  seems  to  be  a  concentration  there  for 
f$ome  poriiose. 

J.  R.  GIDDIXGS, 

United  States  ComuL 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

iSecretanf  of  State. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

Washdcgtox,  January  13, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  had  yesterday  afternoon  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the 
Hauie  day  communicating  to  me  intelligence  which  you  had  received 
from  the  United  States  consul  general  at  Montreal,  resiiecting  a  gatlle^ 
ing  of  enemies  of  the  Unite<l  States  at  Windsor,  in  Canadii.  1  imme' 
diately  transmitted  the  intelligence  to  the  governor  general  at  that 
province. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  W1LLIA3I  H.  Seward,  d-e.,  <£y.,  drc. 


Air.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.] 

No.  0()2.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  February  19,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  my  note  to  Lord  KuRsel] 

of  the  12th  instant,  in  reply  to  his  of  the  8th,  heretofore  sent  forward 

with  my  dispatch  No.  oOO.     I  also  append  a  copy  of  his  note  of  acknoc^ 

ledgment  of  the  13th. 

•  •••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

^  CHAKLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  ^Ir.  Seward,  No.  596,  of  the  12th  Fet 
niary,  1804,  see  subdivision  ''Mr.  Mallory's  Keport,'' j>o«f.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Lf:gation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  February  12,  1864. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  not* 
of  the  8tJi  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  19th  of  last  month,  in  relation 
to  the  abuses  made  of  the  neutrality  of  her  Majesty's  territories  by  the 
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its  of  the  United  States.    I  have  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  same 
lonsideration  of  my  government. 

es  me  great  satisfaeyon  to  learn  that  her  MajeiSty's  government 
len  steps  to  prevent  the  viohitions  of  the  neutrality  of  her  terri- 
Sach  act«,  initiated  from  the  frontiers  of  her  possessions  in 
are  peculiarly  dangerous,  by  reason  of  the  treaty  obligations  of 
x>antries  to  abstain  from  armaments  on  the  waters  that  separate 

America.  It  gives  me  great  regret  to  be  compelled  to  believe 
!  projects  of  carrying  on  hostile  operations  from  one  or  more 
long  those  lines  have  not  yet  been  abandoned,  and  that  consid- 
umbers  of  men  are  actually  concentrating  in  Canada  with  a  view 
an  attack  ujwn  some  unpi'otected  si>ot.  Considering  the  dan- 
le  complications  to  which  even  a  casual  and  temporary  success 
ad,  I  trust  I  may  be  pardoned  for  recurring  once  more  to  the 

I  have  never  admitted  the  idea  for  a  moment  that,  in  acknow- 
the  belligerent  chjiracter  of  the  insurgents,  it  was  the  intention 
ajesty^s  government  to  yield  to  them  extraordinary  facilities  for 
\e  of  the  neutrality  a^lopted  by  Great  Britain.  But  it  is  impos- 
the  face  of  the  facts,  to  deny  that  such  has  been  and  is  the  case, 
y  x>osition  of  a  belligerent  implies  responsibility  for  its  action, 
quite  apparent  that  thus  far  no  means  have  been  arrived  at  by 
flfectively  to  imjwse  any  restraint  upon  its  most  lawless  i>roceed- 
tt  selecting  the  northern  borders  of  the  United  States,  these  i>eo- 
onderstand  the  object  they  have  in  view,  which  is  not  so  much 
r  or  harass  the  population  living  there  as  to  create  a  state  of  ex- 
-,  which  might,  in  its  consequences,  involve  a  misunderstanding 
the  two  nations.  Even  with  the  utmost  vigilance  of  the  authori- 
K)th  sides,  it  is  scarcely  to  be  hoped  that  every  attempt  of  the 
often  renewed,  could  be  prevented.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  I 
r  lordship's  pardon  if  I  renew  my  urgency  for  the  adoption  of 
^asures  which  may  more  effectually  remove  this  danger  at  its 
tree. 

r  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  con- 
»n  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lor<l,  your  most  obedi- 

int, 

CIIAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  c6c.,  d-c.y  dx. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  February  13, 1804. 

have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yes- 
date  respecting  certain  alleged  abuses  of  neutrality  committed 
er  Majesty's  l!^orth  American  possessions ;  and  I  have  the  honor 
I  you  that  I  have  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the  secre- 
tate  for  the  colonial  department. 

the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 
usa  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  dtc.j  dc,  (£c 


6  ENFORCEMENT   OF   NEUTRALITY. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.]       , 

'^0.  603.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  February  25,  1864. 
Sir.  •••••••• 

I  addressed  a  brief  note  to  Lord  EiisseU^  on  transmitting  to  him  a 
copy  of  The  Index  of  the  18th  instant,  containing  the  same  article  sent 
to  yon  la«t  week.    A  copy  is  lierewith  transmitted,  and  also  his  reply. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  Fehru^iry  22,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  beg  permission  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  copy 
of  a  journal  called  The  Index,  published  in  the  interest  and  under  the 
direction  of  the  emissaries  of  tlie  insurgents  in  London.  On  page  107 
of  this  number  there  appears  wliat  imrports  to  be  a  letter  from  a  iierson 
who  was  engaged  in  the  enterprise  started  in  Canada  to  invade  a  per 
tion  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  It  would  seem,  from  th< 
admissions  made  by  this  individual,  that  the  eftbrt  to  make  Canada  th< 
basis  of  an  attack  had  been  fully  sanctioned  by  the  so-caUe( 
authorities  at  Eichmond,  under  the  pretense  of  exercising  the  right  o 
passage  through  the  territory.  It  is  almost  needless  to  point  out  t< 
your  lordship  the  fraudulent  character  of  these  operations,  a  feature  » 
generally  perceptible  in  the  proceedings  of  these  same  parties  iu  foreigi 
countries. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consici 
eration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedien 
servant, 

CHARLES  FEAXCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  d;c.,  cCt.,  dc 


[Transmitted  by  Mr.  Moran,  February  20,  18G4.] 

[From  the  London  Index,  February  18,  1864.] 
THE  CANi^JIAN  EXPEDITION. 

A  gentleman  who  was  engaged  in  the  frustrated  attempt  to  rescue  th< 
confederate  prisoners  confined  on  Johnson's  Island,  near  the  Canadiai 
frontier,  writes  to  us  to  correct  some  misstatements  which  have  obt>aine< 
currency  through  the  federal  ))ress.  He  says:  ''You  are  aware  of  tin 
leading  facts  of  this  affair,  and  know  that  our  object  was  defeated  hi 
the  authorities  of  the  province.  Perhaps  you  have  already  learned  th! 
«ecrets  of  the  plan,  but  if  you  have  not,  a  few  words  might  be  of  service 
The  prisoners  who  had  been  released  from  Johnson's  Island,  the  federa 
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in  Lake  Erie,  conceived  a  plan  to  capture  the  island  and  release 
je  number  of  oflScers  confined  there.  The  assent  of  the  confed- 
jvernment  was  askecl,  but  long  refused,  from  a  doubt  whether  it 
►e  effected  without  Aiiolating  the  neutrality  of  British  territory, 
ejection  was  so  far  overcome  that  a  certain  number  of  officers 
i  leave  to  attempt  the  hazardous  experiment,  but  under  strict 
X)  do  or  i>emiit  no  act  directly  or  indirectly  liable  to  be  constnied 
jb  violation,  to  buy  no  materials  of  war  and  enlist  no  assistance 
ish  soil,  but  only  to  exercise  the  rij^^ht  of  passaj^e  as  individuals, 
ingly,  upon  arriving  in  Canada,  arms  and  canncm  were  purchased 

York,  and  were  sent  by  parties  there  up  to  the  lake,  where  we 
et  them.  Not  an  article  was  obtained  in  Canaxla.  Even  medi- 
id  surgical  instruments  were  furnished  from  New  York,  and  all 
>ndence  with  the  prisoners  was  carried  on  through  the  personal 

of  the  New  York  Herald.  Several  British  officers  wished  to 
t  they,  as  also  the  cassistance  of  many  Canadian  gentlemen,  were 
The  basis  of  our  operations  was  to  be  on  Yankee  territory; 
ins  for  carrying  out  our  object,  viz,  to  release  the  prisoners,  were 
btained  there  alone.  This  principle  was  adhered  to  in  perfect 
itli,  in  spirit  as  well  as  in  letter,  though  not  without  some  diffi- 
Success  would  have  been  certain  had  not  an  unexpected  obstacle 
delay.  The  Michigan,  a  federal  gunboat,  had  anchoi:ed  off*  the 
md  it  then  became  necessary  to  capture  her  before  releasing  the 
rs.  To  do  this  more  men  were  necessary,  and  s(mie  confederates, 
1  recently  escaped  from  Camps  Chase  and  Douglas,  were  taken 
iteers.    There  was  ho  one  of  the  ]3arty  owing  allegiance  to  Great 

or  who  had  'found  an  asylum  on  her  soil,'  as  the  papers  had  it. 
en  we  had  completed  our  preparations,  with  the  aid  of  friends  in 
>ral  States,  the  very  day  before  it  was  to  have  been  executed  it 

the  ears  of  the  governor  general,  and  the  Yankees  being  imme- 
warned  by  him,  it  became  impossible. 

li  is  the  whole  affair  in  a  nutshell.  You  will  see  that  all  we  asked 
adian  authorities  was  the  right  of  passage  to  Yankeedom,  indi- 
'  and  unarmed,  we  having  neither  the  means  nor  the  intention 
lit  a  belligerent  act  before  reaching  Yankee  jurisdiction.  You 
w  your  own  inference  from  the  facts.  Some  of  the  Canadian, 
n  some  of  the  English  papers,  I  am  told,  have  taken  a  ditferent, 
it  appears  to  me,  a  wholly  erroneous  view  of  the  matter." 


Earl  Rmsell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  Febrimry  24, 1804. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
tant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  the  index  newspaper,  containing  an 
elative  to  the  late  attempts  to  release  the  confederate  prisoners 
confined  at  Johnson's  Island ;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 

I I  have  forwarded  a  copy  of  your  note  to  the  colonial  office. 

B  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  youi'  most 
t,  humble  sen^ant, 

EUSSELL. 
]JS8  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  d^.,  cCt.,  cIt. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  of  State, 
f  Washington,  March  11, 1864. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  inclosed 
copy  of  a  letter  of  the  8th  instant  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  of 
the  report  of  Colonel  L.  0.  Baker,  provost  marshal  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, which  accomi)anied  it,  in  regard  to  piratical  designs  of  insurgents 
against  the  United  States  Tvho  have  sought  refuge  in  her  Majesty's 
provinces. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  your  lordship  will  bring  the  subject 
under  the  considemtion  of  his  exceHency  the  governor  general,  with  a 
view  to  such  proceedings  as  an  inquiry  into  the  matter  may  render 
expedient. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedi- 
ent servAnt, 

WILLIAM  n.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  dr.,  etc.,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Stanton  to  Mr.  Seirard. 

War  Department, 
Washington  Citify  March  8,  18G4, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  inclosing  to  you  a  copy  of  a  report  made  to 
this  department  by  Provost  Marshal  Baker,  for  your  information  an4 
such  action  as  you  may  deem  proper. 
Your  obedient  sen-ant, 

EDWm  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Colonel  Baler  to  Mr.  Stanton. 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  8,  1804. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  statement  furnished  by 
one  of  my  agents,  w^ho  has  been  in  Upper  Canada  for  some  two  months. 
The  statement  can  be  relied  upon  as  being  true  in  every  particular : 

"  There  is  now  lying  in  Rondeau  harbor,  about  seventeen  miles  from 
Cheetham,  C.  W.,  a  fore-and-aft  schooner  named  the  Montreal,  ox)m- 
manded  by  one  Captain  Whitby,  formerly  a  lieutenant  in  the  confeder- 
ates navy.  She  has  on  board  two  :i4-poun(lers,  a  quantity  of  ammimi- 
tion,  arms-chests,  cutlasses,  boartling  pikes,  &c.;  she  also  has  a  crew  of 
fourteen  men,  nearly  all  escaped  rebel  prisoners. 

"There  is  also  lying  in  New^  Creek,  Long  Point  Marsh,  and  about 
fifteen  miles  from  Fort  Stanley,  C.  W.,  a  schooner  named  the  Saratoga; 
she  has  four  18pounders  on  board,  and  is  manned  with  a  crew  of  six- 
teen men. 

"Both  of  the  vessels  refeiTed  to  are  not  dismantled,  as  is  usual 
during  the  winter  months  in  that  climate,  but  are  kei>t  in  sailing  condi- 
tion at  the  shortest  notice." 
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My  informaut  has  mingled  and  talked  freely  with  the  crews  of  these 
vessels,  and  they  do  not  Ibesitate  to  avow  their  piratical  intentions  as 
soon  as  navigation  is  resumed  in  the  spring. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  sen^ant, 

'l.  c.  baker, 

CoIoiieU  and  Agent  War  Department. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  March  24, 1804. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  the  note  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
address  to  me  on  the  11th  instant,  resi)ecting  two  schoonei*s  which  were 
lying  in  Canadian  waters  under  circumstances  thought  to  be  suspicious, 
and  to  my  reply  thereto,  dated  the  l.'ith  instant,  1  have  the  honor  to 
state  that,  in  answer  to  a  communication  which  I  addressinl  to  the  gov- 
ernor general  upon  this  subjectt,  his  excellency  has  informed  me  tliat  he 
fill  take  immediate  steps  to  ascertain  the  accuracy  of  the  report  respect- 
ing the  schooners  in  question,  and  to  prevent  any  violation  of  the  neutral- 
ity of  her  Majesty's  dominions,  should  it  prove  to  Im*  well  founded. 

Ibave  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  sei'vant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  <£t.,  etc.,  etc. 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington  J  March  29,  1864. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
of  the  24th  instant,  in  which  your  lordship  informs  me  that,  in  answer 
to  a  communication  which  you  a<ldre.ssed  to  the  governor  general  of 
Canada,  at  the  instance  of  this  department,  respecting  two  suspicious 
schooners  in  Canadian  waters^,  his  excellency  has  informed  you  that  he 
»ill  take  immediate  steps  to  ascertain  the  accuracy  of  the  re]K)rt  in 
Ppgard  to  the  schooners,  and  to  prevent  any  violation  of  the  neutrality 
of  her  Majesty's  dominions,  should  it  prove  to  be  well  founded. 
[      I  beg  your  lordship  to  accept  the  thanks  of  this  dej)artment  for  your 
'    ready  intervention  in  this  matter,  and  to  convey  to  his  excellency  the 
governor  general  the  grateful  acknowledgements  of  this  government 
for  his  prompt  attention  to  it«  representation. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedi- 
^t  ser\'aut. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAIiD. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  etc.,  etc,  d-c. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washin(;ton,  April  14,  1804. 

Sib  :  With  reference  to  your  notes  of  the  11th,  Kith,  and  20th  ultima, 
and  to  my  notes  of  the  13th  and  24th  ultimo,  1  have  the  honor  to  tri^ns- 
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mit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  dispatcli  from  the  governor  general  of  Canada 
respecting  the  information  given  to  the  Unitexl  States  government  that 
two  schooners  were  l>ing  under  suspicious  circumstances  in  Canadian 
waters.  I  also  inclose  a  summary  of  a  confidential  report  made  by  an 
agent  emj)loyed  by  the  Canadian  authorities  to  investigate  the  matter. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  hilmble  servant, 

LYO]SS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sew^ard,  (fee,  etc.,  dx. 


Viscount  Monak  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Govern>ie>'t  House, 

Quebec^  March  31,  18G4. 

My  Lord  :  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  yom*  excellency's  dispatch 
of  ^larcli  13,  I  sent  a  confidential  agent  of  the  Canadian  government  to 
investigate  the  truth  of  the  information  communicated  to  the  provost 
marshal  of  the  War  Department  of  the  United  States  relative  to  two 
vessels  on  Lake  Erie  alleged  to  be  fitted  out  for  the  puriK)se  of  piratical 
aggression  on  the  lake  trade  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  inclose  for  yoiu*  excellency's  information  the 
report  of  that  gentleman,  fiom  which  you  will  observe  that  after  the 
closest  scrutiny  he  was  unable  to  find  any  evidence  to  substantiate  the 
allegations  referred  to. 

I  have,  &c., 

]\IOXCK. 

Lord  Lyons,  dr.,  etc.,  etc. 

Report  of  the  agent  of  the  Canadian  government  io  Viscount  Monclc, 

I  proceeded  direct  to  Chatham,  Upper  Canada,  and  on  the  22d  instant 
reached  the  Itondeau,  seventeen  miles  distant,  in  search  of  a  vessel  named 
the  Montreal,  stated  to  be  then  lying  there,  under  the  command  of  a  Cap- 
tain Whitby,  who  was  also  stated  to  be  an  otficer  in  the  so-called  con- 
federate navy.  The  said  vessel  was  further  reported  to  be  tlien  and 
there  lying  with  sails  bent  rejuly  for  sea  at  a  moment's  notice,  armed, 
with  two  24-]>ounder  gims,  a  quantity  of  snmll-arms,  cutlasses,  and 
boarding  pikes,  and  manned  with  a  picked  crew  of  fifteen  men,  having 
hostile  and  piratical  intentions  towards  the  United  StJites. 

In  the  Rondeau  harbor  I  found  a  schooner  called  the  Cataragui,  under 
the  command  of  and  ow  ned  by  a  Captain  Whitby,  and  with  sails  bent 
a«  described,  but  attbrding  no  further  corroboration  of  the  story  as 
reported.  Captain  Whitby  is  an  Englishman,  who  has  lately  purchiised 
the  Cataragui  from  Mr.  Anglin,  of  Kinston.  He  has  never  be«n  in 
the  so-called  Confederate  Stat<\s  at  all,  and  is  now  living  with  his  wife 
and  one  man,  a  servant,  on  board  his  vessel.  Having  placed  myself  in 
communicaticm  with  him  immediately  on  my  arrival,  he  atforded  me  at 
once  every  facility  for  examining  his  v(\ssel,  to  which  1  proceeded  in  his 
company  across  the  ice  in  which  she  lay  frozen  in,  at  a  distiince  of  about 
three-quai'ters  of  a  mile  from  the  shore.  The  only  arnmment  that  I 
could  discover  on  board,  after  a  dilig(»nt  search,  were  an  ftld,  rusty  ship 
carronade  of  about  four  pounds  caliber,  used  for  signal  purposes,  and 
a  double-barreled  fowling-piece.  On  my  return  to  the  shore  I  was  met 
by  General  Terry,  who  commands  at  Johnston's  Island,  having  the  two 
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thousand  or  more  prisoners  of  war  there  under  his  eharpre.  Having 
introduced  him  to  Captain  Whitby,  the  latter,  at  my  request,  took  him 
at  once  on  boanl  the  whooner,  as  he  had  previously  taken  myself,  thus 
enabling  him  to  ascertiiin  i)ersonally  the  tru(>  fttate  of  the  ease.  1  saw 
him  sul^quently  on  his  return,  and  he  ex])ressiMl  himself  fully  satisfied. 

From  Chatham  I  next  proceeded  to  Poit  8t4inley,  within  fifteen  miles 
of  which  place,  at  New  Creek,  another  vessel,  called  the  Saratoga,  of  a 
similar  character  and  designs,  was  stated  to  be  lying. 

A  diligent  search  on  either  side  of  that  port,  and  for  greater  distances 
than  that  alxive  specified  as  the  place  of  her  concealment,  faile<l  in 
revealing  to  me  either  such  a  place  or  vessel,  and  shipping-masters  born 
ill  that  lo<'ality,  who  have  sailed  the  lakes  all  their  lives,  informed  me 
that  they  had  no  knowledge  of  any  cn^ek  bearing  that  name  on  Lake 
Erie.  The  creeks  from  the  liondeau  eastwards  until  you  reach  Port 
Stanley,  a  distance  of  about  forty-five  miles,  are  in  the  following  order: 
Bi^rCreek,  Clear  Creek,  Sixteen-Mile  Ci-eek,  Number-Nine  Creek,  Colonel 
ITalbot's  Creek,  and  Kettle  Creek,  otherwise  Poit  Stanley.  From  the 
latter  place,  still  following  the  coast  line  eastward  to  Port  Burwell,  a 
distance  of  twenty-five  miles,  are  Silver  Creek,  Catfish  Creek,  or  Port 
Bruce,  and  Otter  Creek,  or  Port  Burwell. 

Bv  the  before-mentioned  authorities  I  was  further  informed  that  it 
lasnot  i)08sible  to  winter  a  vessel  at  any  of  the  creeks  I  have  enumer- 
ated, except  at  the  ports  named,  and  there  I  saw  and  examined  some 
fifteen  or  more  vessels,  but  among  them  no  Saratoga,  the  vessel  1  was 
in sean*h  of,  nor  could  1  find  in  the  sliii)ping  list  of  ('an ad ian  vessels 
navi«rating  the  upi)er  lakes  any  vessel  b(»aring  that  name,  although  I 
searched  it  diligently  for  this  purpose,  nor  had  the  master  mariners 
whom  1  consulted  knowledge  of  any  such. 


Mr,  Setcard  to  Lord  Lyons. 

DErARTMENT   OF   STATE, 

WuHhimfton,  May  ;M,  1864. 

MyLokd:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  dispatcrh  of  the 
26th  instant,  from  J.  Q.  Howard,  esq.,  the  consul  of  the  United  States 
atSt  Jobn,  New  Brunswick,  relative  to  the  i)assage  through  that  city 
of  nnusnal  numbers  of  disloyal  citizens  of  the  United  States,  en  route 
for  Canada,  among  them  the  insurg(^nt  leader  Frost. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  would  suggest  that  your  lordship  would 
do  well  to  call  the  attention  of  the  governor  general  to  this  movement, 
with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of  such  precautionary  measures  as  will  trus- 
trate  any  hostile  expedition  against  the  United  States  from  her  JMajes- 
ty's  provinces,  should  such  be  contemplated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  myjord,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

WILLIAM  II.  SEWAKD. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  <£t.,  cOc,  etc. 


Mr.  Howard  fo  Mr.  F.  TT.  Seirard. 

*  United  States  Consulate, 

St.  Johrij  yew  Bnnuticickj  May  2(),  1804. 

SiE:  I  beg  leave  to  inform  the  department  that  an  unusually  large 
munber  of  Sslojal  citizens  of  the  United  States  have  quite  recenUy^ 
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passed  through  this  city  en  route  for  Canada,  via  Frederickton  and 
River  du  Loiii>.  The  greater  part  of  these  insurgents  have  been  living 
for  some  mouths  in  Halifax;  others  have  found  their  way  north  from 
Nassau  and  Bermuda.  The  rebel  General  Frost  has  also  recently  pro- 
ceeded to  Canada  from  St.  John. 

In  \dew  of  these  facts  it  is  possible  that  another  raid  frpm  Canada 
upon  our  northern  frontier  nuiy  be  attempted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Q.  HOWARD, 

Unitsd  States  CatisuL 
Hon.  F.  JV.  Seward, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  June  15, 1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  disx>atclL 
which  I  have  received  from  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  in  answer  to 
the  communication  to  his  excellency  of  your  note  to  me  of  the  31st  May, 
relative  to  the  passage  through  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  of  certain, 
persons  supposed  to  be  hostile  to  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient^ 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  d-c,  d;c.,  etc. 


Viscount  Moncli  to  Jjord  Lyons, 

Government  House, 

Quebec^  June  8,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excel 
lency's  dispatch  of  June  2,  and  inclosures,  relative  to  the  passage  of  ai^ 

unusual  number  of  persons,  considered  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Unites 

States  to  be  disloyal  citizens  of  the  United  States,  through  St.  John  • 
New  Brnnswick,  en  route  for  Canada. 

I  sliall  not  fail  to  adoi)t  every  precaution  in  my  power  to  prevent  an^ 
infringement  of  the  neutrality  of  her  Mn  jesty's  territories  by  these  o:r 
any  other  persons,  but  I  need  not  remind  your  excellency  of  the  gren't 
difficulty  that  exists  in  obtaining  information  with  respect  to  the  inten- 
tions of  such  persons,  whether  passing  through  or  residing  in  Canada. 
I  have,  &c., 

MONCK. 

Lord  Lyons,  cfcc,  cfcc,  dtc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  of  St Ae, 

Washington,  June  24, 1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge,  with  much  satisfaction, 
the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  15th  instant,  communicating  to  me  the 
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copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  8th  iustaut  from  his  excellency  the  governor 
general  of  Canada,  in  relation  to  the  reported  passage  of  i>er8ons  hostile 
to  the  United  States  through  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  and  to  the  pre- 
cautions which  hLs  excellency  proposes  to  adopt  to  prevent  any  infringe- 
ment of  the  neutrality  of  her  Majestj^s  territories  by  these  or  any  other 
persons. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  considerations,  my  lord,  your 
obedient  servant, 

•  WILLIAJVI  II.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  dr.,  cfcc,  dc 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Lord  Lyon^. 

I)EPART:^rENT  of  State, 

WaMngton,  July  18, 1804. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  that  in  a  dispatch 
of  the  14th  instant,  addressed  to  this  department  by  the  United  States 
consul  at  St.  John,  Xew  Bnmswick,  he  states  that  satisfactory  evidence 
W  been  furnished  to  him  that  one  Major  William  Hollins,  late  of  the 
insurgent  8er\ic^,  is  organizing  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  John  a  force  with 
which  to  commit  depredations  on  the  Maine  frontier;   that  there  is 
leavson  to  believe  that  the  notorious  James  McDonald,  and  a  i)erson  by 
the  name  of  Jones,  are  concerned  in  that  movement ;  that  it  is  said  to 
he  the  design  of  Hollins  to  make  an  effort  to  march  a  strongforce  through 
the  northern  States  to  Kentucky ;  that  he  alhrms  that  he  is  authorized 
by  the  so-called  confederate  authorities  to  burn  and  destroy,  and  to  show 
no  quarter ;  that  on  the  night  of  the  13th  instant  a  small  party  left  St. 
•John,  fully  armed  and  iTrei)ared  for  some  despc^rate  enterprise,  who  rep- 
resent that  they  are  to  be  joined  somewhere  in  the  State  of  Maine  by 
other  men  with  whom  they  are  in  league. 

I  will  thank  your  lordship  to  call  the  attention  of  his  excellency  the 
governor  of  New  Brunswick  to  these  statements,  in  order  that  the 
proi)er  officers  may  be  put  upon  their  guard,  with  a  view  to  prevent  any 
violation  of  the  neutrality  of  her  Majesty's  territory  which  may  be  con- 
templated. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  jour 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  cCt.,  etc.,  d-c. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

.  Washington,  July  20, 1864 

SiE:  With  reference  to  my  note  of  yesterday-,  I  have  the  honor  to 
inclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  telegraphic  message  which  I 
have  received  from  the  administrator  of  the  government  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, in  answer  to  a  telegram  which  I  dispatched  to  him  on  receiving 
your  note  of  the  18th  instant,  relative  to  information  which  had  reached 
you  that  attempts  were  being  made  to  organize  a  force  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  St.  Jcjpi  to  commit  depredations  on  the  frontiers  of  Maine. 

I  have  the  nonor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

LYOl^S. 

Hwi.  William  H.  Sewaed,  cfec,  ^t-c,  etc 
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Mr.  Cole  to  Lord  Lyons. 

[Telegram.  J 

•  Fbederickton,  K  B., 

July  19,  1864. 

A  person  calling  himself  Captain  Collins,  (not  HoUins,)  with  two 

others,  were  arrests  while  breaking  into  Calais  Bank.    Quite  certaia 

thajb  no  raid  is  contemplated  from  this  quarter;  my  attention  ha«  beeiL 

called  to  subject  from  reports  put  in  circulation  here  a  day  or  two  since. 

«  J.  COLE,  Administrator. 

To  Lord  Lyons. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  August  4y  1864. 

Sir  :  The  attention  of  her  Majesty's  governn\ent  has  been  drawn  to 
the  motion  which  was  made  in  Congress  during  the  recent  session,  witta 
a  view  to  putting  an  end  to  the  arrangement  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States  limiting  the  naval  force  to  be  maintained  upon  th« 
American  lakes. 

This  arrangement  has  worked  satisfactorily  for  nearly  half  a  centurjr- 
It  has  preserved  both  nations  from  a  vast  amount  of  inconvenience  an^ 
expense,  and,  which  is  of  infinitely  more  importance,  it  has  warded  oiE 
occasions  of  disagreement  and  quarrel.  Iler  Majesty's  governmeii.1 
would  view  the  abrogation  of  it  with  great  regret  and  no  little  alarm. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  mos^ 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  cfec,  ct-c,  d;c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Depart]vient  of  State, 

WaMngtoUj  Augmt  5,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of 
yesterday,  communicating  to  me  the  views  of  her  Majesty's  government 
in  regard  to  the  advantages  of  the  existing  arrangement  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  limiting  the  naval  force  to  be  main- 
tained upon  the  American  lakes. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  that  the  motion 
upon  the  subject  which  was  made  in  Congress,  and  to  which  reference 
is  made  in  your  note,  did  not  prevail,  ana  that  there  is  at  present  no 
intention  to  abrogate  the  arrangement  which  has  been  so  long  in  force. 
I  will  thank  your  lordship)  to  assure  her  Majesty's  government  that 
timely  notice  will  be  given  if  these  views  should  change. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedi- 
ent  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  <fec.,  cfcc,  etc. 
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Mr.  Seicard  to  Lord  Lyons, 

iDEPABmiENT  OF  State, 

WaMnffton^  Augmt  9,  18(U. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  eoi)y  of  a  eonnnunication  of 
the  8th  instant,  from  the  War  Department,  in  repird  to  reported  hostile 
projects  of  insurgent  citizens  of  the  United  States  hirking  in  Canada. 

I  will  thank  your  lordship  to  «onnnuni<rate  this  information  to  his 
excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  with  a  view  of  an  inquiry 
into  the  matter,  and  to  the  adoption  of  precautionary  measures,  if  such 
may  «eem  to  be  called  for. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  rfrc,  etc.,  &c. 


General  Townsend  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

War  Department,  Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Waahington^  August  8,  1864. 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  transmit  to  you  the 
inclosed  copies  of  two  letters  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  \^\  IL  Hill,  United 
States  army,  in  relation  to  certain  rumors  of  rebel  plots  against  the 
United  Htates  said  to  be  on  foot  in  Canadii. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant  Oeneral. 
Bon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Lieutenant  Colonel  Hill  to  Mr.  Potter. 

* 

Headquarters  District  of  Michigan, 

Detroit,  July  20, 1864. 

8iB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  on  two  occasions  been 
approached  by  persons  living  in  Cana<la  with  propositions  to  divulge 
sometMng  of  great  importance  to  the  government  for  the  sum  of  85,000. 
They  promised  to  put  me  in  possession  of  pai)ers,  &c.  I  replied,  on  both 
occasions,  tliat  the  information  they  desired  to  communicate  might 
already  he  in  the  possession  of  the  government ;  that  I  could  make  no 
stipalation  to  pay  such  a  liam,  but  if  they  were  really  in  possession  of 
information  valuable,  they  could  communicate  it  and  rely  upon  the 
govenunent  to  pay  what  it  was  worth.  This  was  declined  in  both  cases. 
The  person  who  made  the  last  proposition  I  am  still  in  communication 
with.  He  represents  that  he  is  an  English  subject,  in  a  banking-house 
in  Windsor;  tUat  he  has  joined  the  scheme  or  plot,  and  can  give  me  full 
information;  bnt  that  he  will  only  do  so  on  cx)ndition  of  being  paid  the 
sum  above  mentioned,  as  he  would  have  to  leave  Canada,  considering 
his  life  in  danger  if  he  remained  there. 

I  have  tiMmght  it  proper  to  communicate  this  matter,  as  the  msyor  ^ 
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general  commanding  or  the  government  may  be  in  possession  of  infor- 
mation which  may  give  some  clue  as  to  whether  or  not  the  disclosure 
proposed  to  be  made  is  of  any  real  importance. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  HILL, 
lAeutennnt  Colonel  United  States  Army^ 

Commanding  Uistrict  of  Michigan. 

Captain  Carroll  H.  Potter, 

AsfPtAdft  Gen.y  Headquarters  Nortliern  Department 

Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Washingtonj  August  8, 1864. 
Official  copy: 

E.  D.  TOAYNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Lieutenant  Colonel  Hill  to  Mr.  Potter, 

Military  Coivimander's  Office, 

Detroit^  Michigan^  July  30,  1864. 

Captain:  Since  my  letter  to  you  of  yesterday's  date,  information  ha* 
been  communicated  to  me  that  i)oints  to  an  attempt  by  rebel  refugees 
in  Canada  at  the  destruction  of  our  cities  on  the  lake. 

This  coincides  more  with  the  impression  I  formed  in  the  interviews 
referred  to  with  the  persons  who  were  desirous  of  selling  information. 
There  is  now  fre(iuent  communication  between  the  refugees  in  Windsor 
and  Messrs.  Sanders  &  Co.,  at  Xiagara  Falls,  and  a  telegraphic  dispatch 
was  yesterday  received  at  Windsor,  from  Safiders,  summoning  three  of 
the  most  prominent  of  the  refugees  to  Niagara. 

There  are  floating  rumors  that  they  are  in  possession  of  some  machines 
to  be  mounted  on  vessels,  &c. 

I  communicate  this  because  you  may  be  in  possession  of  informaticMH 
to  which  this  may  otter  some  clue, 

I,  am,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  II.  HILL, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  5th  United  States  Artillery^ 

Military  Commander  District  of  Michigan, 

Captain  C.  H.  Potter, 

Assistatit  Adjutant  Qeneral^  Columbus^  Ohio, 

Adjutant  General's  Offigj. 

Washington^  Augtist  8, 1864. 
OflBciiil  copy : 

E.  D.  TO^^SEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant  OenerdL 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  AuguM  9, 1804. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  thh 
day's  date,  requesting  me  to  communicate  to  the  governor  general  o 
Canada  information  which  has  reached  this  government  concerning  pro 
jects  of  enemies  of  the  United  States  now  in  Canadian  territory.   I  have 
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^Uiont  loss  of  time,  transmitted  c^>pies  of  your  uote  and  its  inclosures 
to  the  governor  general. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  cjE?c.,  drc,  d-c. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Watihington^  September  2h,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  with  a  view  to  her  Majesty's 
gownment  being  acquaint^  with  the  facts,  that,  owing  to  the  recent 
hoetile  and  piratical  proceedings  on  the  hikes  lying  between  the  United 
States  and  her  Majesty's  possessions,  it  has  been  deemed  necessary,  for 
the  present,  to  increase  the  observing  force  of  the  United  States  on 
those  lakes;  that  the  arrangement  is  temporary,  and  wilj  be  discontinued 
80  goon  as  circumstances  i)ermit,  and  that  the  vessels  to  be  employed  on 
that  service  are  to  be  under  instructions  to  respect  British  rights  in  all 
cases. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

F.W.  SEWARD,  Acting  Secretary.. 

J.  Hume  Bubnley,  Esq.y  dr.,  cfc,  rfc 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

^  Washington,  September  28, 1864. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  r(»ceipt  of  your  note  of  the 
26th  instant,  informing  me  that,  owing  to  recent  piratical  proceedings  on 
UkeErie,  it  had  been  found  necessary  to  increase  the  observing  force 
of  the  United  States  on  the  American  lakes  lying  between  the  United 
States  and  her  Majesty's  i)ossessions,  and  beg  to  state,  in  reply,  that  1 
shall  foi-i^ard  a  copy  of  that  note  to  her  Majesty's  government.  With- 
out wishing  to  prejudge  the  question,  I  must  leave  it  to  her  Majesty's 
govemuient  to  decide  as  to  whether  such  a  measure,  although  only  tem- 
porary in  its  eflect,  can  be  warranted  by  treaty  stii)ulations. 

1  would,  however,  simx)ly  here  recall  to  your  recollection  a  note  of  Lord 
Lyons,  addressed  to  you  on  the  4th  ultimo,  which  set  forth  the  views  of 
her  Majesty's  government,  when  the  question  of  abrogating  the  treaty 
limiting  the  naval  force  to  be  maintained  upon  the  American  lakes  was 
brought  bi^fore  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

•  J.  HUME  BUKNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd,  cfx*.,  dc,  dke. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

DEPAKT^rENT   OF  StATE, 

Washington^  October  1, 18G4^ 

SiB:  With  reference  to  the  previous  correspondence  between  this  de- 
pvtmeiit  and  her  Britannic  Majesty's  legation  on  the  subject,  1  have  the 

2  A  C— VOL.  n 
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honor  to  communicato  a  coi)y  of  a  letter  of  yesterday,  addressed  to  this 
department  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  from  wiiieh  it  api>ean 
that  it  has  been  deemed  advisable  at  this  juncture  to  charter  the  steam 
propeller  Hector  for  revenue  cutter  purposes  on  the  lakes.  Any  excess 
which  may  thus  be  occasioned,  however,  in  the  arrangement  of  Uiiitdi 
States  vessels  in  that  quarter  over  the  limit  fixed  by  the  armament  of 
April,  1817,  will  be  temporary  only ;  and  as  it  has  been  made  necessary 
by  an  emergency,  probably  not  then  foreseen,  may  not  be  regarded  as 
contrary  to  the  s^nrit  of  the  stipulation  of  that  instrument. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  cfec,  dr.,  d'c. 

[For  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  referred  to,  see  inclos- 
ure  No.  4  to  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  821,  November 
25, 1864,  post] 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  October  4, 18G4. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  Ist, 
relative  to  an  increa.se  of  the  American  naval  force  in  the  Canadian 
lakes,  and  of  its  inclosures,  and  beg  to  state,  in  reply,  that  I  have  to-day 
forwarded  copies  to  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUBNLEY. 

Hon.  WILLIA3I  H.  Seward,  cfcc,  cCt.,  d-c.  • 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Waahingion^  October  10,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  tte 
28th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  proposed  temporary  increase  of  the  observ 
ing  force  of  the  United  States  on  the  American  lakes,  and  in  reply  t4 
inform  you  that  I  have  transmitted  a  coi)y  of  the  coiTCspondence  on  th< 
subject  to  Mr.  Adams,  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  London,  wh* 
has  been  requested  to  make  explanations  to  Earl  Kussell,  which  it  is  no 
doubted  will  prove  satisfactory  to  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  lionor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obed 
ent  servant, 

^VILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

S.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  c€c,  rf-c,  etc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1120.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Octobff  10,  1804, 

Sir:  I  inclose  a  coi)y  of  a  recent  conespondence  between  this  depai 
ment  and  Mr.  Burnley,  her  Majesty's  charge  d'aiiaires,  in  regard  to  a 
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mciease  of  the  naval  force  of  the  United  States  on  the  lakes  for  the 
preaeut.  I  will  thank  you  to  make  the  needful  exiilanations  to  Earl 
YxiSsM  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T\^LLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Frajjcis  Adams,  rfjc.,  «£t.,  <£r. 


LIST   OF   INCLOSURKS. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward,  4th  August,  1864. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons,  5th  August,  1864. 
Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley,  26th  September,  1864. 
Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward,  28th  September,  1864. 
[The  alM>ve  inclosures  are  printed  in  their  proi)er  chronological  order 
u  originals.] 


Mr.  Setpard  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

WaMfigtoji^  October  21,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  received  communications  from  the  United  States  consul 
at  Montreal,  which  inform  me  that  his  excellency  Governor  Mon(jk  and 
«Aer  Canadian  authorities  are  proceeding,  with  zeal  and  vigor,  to  arrest 
tJie  parties  who  were  engaged  in  the  depredations  committed  at  St. 
.VlbaDS,  in  Vermont.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  object  of  those 
'lepredations  is  the  same  with  that  of  the  piratical  oi>erations  which 
recently  occurred  on  Lake  Erie,  namely,  to  embroil  the  governments  of 
the  United  States  and  Gre&t  Britain  in  a  border  war.  Under  these  cir- 
nim.stances,  I  think  it  proper  to  let  you  know  tliat  the  President  regards 
^th  sincere  satisfaction  the  conduct  and  proceedings  of  the  Canadian 
authorities  before  reterred  to. 

Thus  far  I  have  received  no  official  or  other  certain  account  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  United  Stiites  civil  or  military  agents ;  but  I  am  glail 
to  learn  by  manifold  repoits  that  the  officers  and  agents  of  the  two  gov- 
ernments ai-e  acting  together  in  good  faith,  and  with  due  respect  on  each 
side  for  the  lawful  rights  and  authority  of  the  other.  This  is  in  entire 
Wttformity  with  the  wishes  of  the  United  Stat4>s. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
i»rvant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  cCt.,  cf-c,  itc. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

WAsnrNGTON,  October  23,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  lionor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  21st 
instant,  relative  to  the  affair  at  St  Albans,  and  beg  to  state  that  I  have 
^vmi  a  copy  of  this  note  to  be  sent  to  his  excellency  the  governor  gen- 
eral of  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  hmable  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  d-c,  (fee.,  etc. 
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Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seicard. 

Sunday,  October  23, 1864. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  send  you,  on  the  other  side,  the  answer  received 
this  morning  from  the  governor  general  of  Canada. 
Believe  me,  very  truly  vours, 

J.  HUME  BUENLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  cf?c.,  cCr.,  d'c. 


Governor  General  of  Gannda  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

[Telegram.] 

QiTEBEC,  October  22, 1864. 

Yonr  telegram  of  yesterday  received.  By  last  accounts  eleven  of  the 
St.  Albans  men  were  in  custody.  Directions  have  been  given  to  detain 
them  until  the  demand  for  their  extradition  can  be  fullj-  investigated. 

Please  to  uiform  Secretary  of  State  of  United  States. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adorns. 

Ko.  1136.]  DEPART3IENT  OF  StATE, 

Washingtonj  October  24, 1864 

Sir  :  It  is  my  duty  to  invite,  through  you,  the  serious  attention  of  her 
Majesty's  government  to  the  instances,  wliich  unfortunately  seem  to  be 
multiplying,  in  which  the  British  x)OSScssion8  in  oiu-  neighborhood,  both 
continental  and  insular,  have  been  nmde  bases  for  hostile  proceedings  of 
the  insurgents  against  this  country.  Th(»  motives  for  such  proceedings 
have  undoubtedly  been,  not  a  conviction  that  material  damage  would 
result  directly  from  the  hostile  acts  of  the  insurgents,  but  a  hope  that  a 
just  sense  of  national  dignity,  and  self-preservation  on  our  i)art,  might 
induce  us  to  resent  the  toleration  of  the  British  authorities,  and  i3ti- 
mately,  perhaps,  lead  that  government  to  take  part  with  the  insurgeuts 
as  an  open  and  declared  enemy  of  the  United  States.  The  insufficiency 
of  the  British  neutrality  act  and  of  tha  warnings  of  the  Queen's  procla- 
mation to  arrest  the  causes  of  comi)laint  referred  to  wer^  anticipated 
early  in  ilia  existing  struggle,  and  that  government  was  asked  to  apply 
a  remedy  by  passing  an  act  more  stringent  in  its  character — such  as  ours 
of  the  10th  of  3Iarch,  18»$8,  which  was  occasioned  by  a  similar  conditiou 
of  attairs.  This  request  has  not  been  complied  with,  though  its  reason- 
ableness and  necessity  have  been  shown  by  subsequent  events. 

The  seiziue  by  insurgents  of  the  steamer  Chesapeake,  on  the  high 
seas,  bound  I'rom  New  York  to  Portland,  is  familiar  to  you.  Though  the 
vessel  was  ultimately  released,  the  iierpetrators  of  the  <ieed  escaped  pun- 
ishment. Braine,  one  of  the  leaders,  has  since  fouiul  his  way  to  Havana, 
and  with  other  conspirators  has  recently  seized,  under  similar  circum- 
stances, the  steam  packet  Roanoke,  which  plies  between  that  place  and 
New  York,  and  carried  her  to  Bermuda,  but  not  receiving  the  hospitality 
which  was  expected  there,  the  vessel  was  taken  outside  the  i)ort  and 
burned. 

On  Saturday,  the  17th  of  September  last.  Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  H, 
^  pill,  acting  assistant  provost  marshal  general  of  Michigan,  was  advised 
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bv  a  person  from  CaDada  that  a  party  was  to  1)0  sent  from  Windsor,  on 
the  Canadian  side  of  the  Detroit  Kiver,  opposite  Detroit,  to  a  point  with- 
in the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  for  liostile  puri>oses. 

On  Sunday  evenin|]f,  the  18th  of  September,  a  man  came  on  board  tlie 
Philo  Parsons,  while  slie  was  lying:  at  the  dock  in  Detroit,  and  requested 
the  clerk,  Mr.  Walter  T.  Ashley,  who  is  part  owner  of  tlie  Parsons,  to 
dl  at  Siuidwich,  on  the  Canada  shore,  thn»e  miles  below  D(»troit,  to  re- 
ceive him  and  a  party  of  friends,  who  wished  to  fro  to  Kelly's  Island, 
alxmt  eleven  miles  from  Sandusky,  alle^injr  that  one  of  tlnnn  was  hime 
and  could  not  well  cross  the  feny.    Tlie  Pliilo  Parsons  saih»d  the  next 
mominjr,  (Monday,  the  19th  of  September,)  at  S  o'clock,  with  about  forty 
passengers.    The  i)ers<m  referred  to  above,  as  having  enpiged  a  passage 
for  himself  and  party,  appeared  immediately  jifterwards,  and  at  his  re- 
quest the  steamer  called  at  Sandwich,  where  his  friends,  four  in  number, 
(aiue  on  boanl.    At  Maiden,  on  the  ( ^anada  side,  where  the  steamer 
always  stops,  about  twenty  miles  below  Detroit  and  near  the  point  where 
the  Detroit  River  empties  into  the  lake,  about  twenty  more  men  came 
on  board.    The  number  not  being  unususil,  (»xcited  no  susj)ici(m.    The 
only  baggage  of  the  party  was  an  old-fashioned  trunk,  tied  with  rope, 
and  which  was  afterwards  ascertained  to  contain  revolvers  and  large 
hatchets  or  hand-axes.    The  steamer  coutiiuied  on  her  course,  and  nuide 
iter  usual  landings  at  North  Bass,  Midille  Bass,  and  South  Bass  islands — 
the  latter  being  better  known  as  Putin-Bay  Island.    These  islands  are 
nearly  north  of  Sjnidusky,  and  about  twenty  miles  distant.    They  all 
belong  to  the  United  States,  anil  are  part  of  tiie  State  of  Ohio.    Captain 
Atwood,  the  csiptain  of  the  steamer,  left  her  at  Middle  Bass  Island, 
where  his  family  reside.    Ha\ing  made  these  landings,  the  steamer  went 
cm  her  course  to  Kelly's  Island,  about  seven  miles  further  on,  and  nuule 
her  nsnal  landing  there.    Hert*  four  men  got  on  board,  all  apparently 
belonging  to  the  same  party,  anil  it  has  been  ascertained  that  one,  who 
was  seen  among  them  after  the  capture  of  the  steamer,  had  been  several 
^ysou  the  island,  visiting  the  inhabitants  and  pretending  to  be  an  agent 
for  the  sale  of  sewing  machines. 

Shortly  after  leaving  Kelly's  Island,  about  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
and  while  she  was  directly  on  her  course  for  Sandusky,  the  Philo  Par- 
sons was  seized  by  the  party  who  had  got  on  board  at  Sandwich  ami 
Xalden,  and  was  headed  to  the  eastward  for  nearly  an  hour,  when  she 
Tas  turned  back  to  Middle  Bass  Island  for  fuel,  the  lender  of  the  party 
having  ascert^iined  from  the  mate  and  engine(»r  that  there  was  not 
enough  to  run  many  honrg.  Soon  after  the  Philo  Parsons  reached  Mid- 
dle Bass  Island,  and  while  she  was  taking  in  wood,  the  steamer  Island 
Qaeen,  which  iwrforms  daily  trips  from  tlu^  Bass  Islands  to  Sandusky 
and  back,  came  alongside  and  was  immediately  seized.  The  engineer  of 
the  Island  Queen,  without  giving  any  provocation,  was  shot  in  the  face. 
The  ball  entennl  his  chc*ek  and  passed  out  n(*ar  tht»  car.  ( )nc  ])erson  was 
cut  in  the  head  \\ith  a  hatchet,  and  bled  profusely.  Stneral  other  per- 
jH)n8  were  knocked  down,  and  a  large  number  were  struck  with  the  butt- 
end  of  ])istols  and  with  hatchets,  and  some  ten  or  a  dozen  shots  were 
fired.  The  passengers  on  both  boats  were  lamled  at  ^liddle  Bass,  with 
a  part  of  their  baggage. 

After  getting  a  supply  of  fuel  the  Philo  Parsons  ran  out  into  the  lake, 
towing  the  Island  Queen.  At  the  distance  ol'  about  five  miles,  accord- 
ing to  one  statement,  and  at  a  smaller  distance  ac'cording  to  others, 
the  Island  ^^een  was  scuttled  by  cutting  her  supi)ly-pipe,  and  sent 
adrift.    Before  filling  she  drifted  on  a  shoal,  and  was  gotten  oft*  a  few 
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days  afterwards,  having  beeu  plundered  by  the  party  who  had  aeixet 
her. 

After  the  Island  Queen  had  been  scuttled,  the  Philo  Parsons  stood  fo 
Sandusky  liarbor,  and  was  turned  about  and  steered  for  Maiden,  wher 
she  aiTived  between  four  and  five  o'cloek  on  Tuesday  morning,  the  20tl 
of  Sei)tember.  A  few  miles  above  Maiden  a  yawl-boat  load  of  plunde 
was  sent  ashore  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the  Detroit  River.  At  Fight 
ing  Island,  some  six  miles  above,  the  crews  of  both  steamers  wer 
landed. 

Tlie  Philo  Parsons  arrived  at  Sandwich  at  about  eight  o'clock  th( 
same  morning,  and  a  i)ianoforte  belonging  to  her,  a  number  of  trucks 
and  the  cabin  furniture  were  put  a.^hore  at  the  dock,  where  a  custom 
house  officer  almost  immediately  appeared.  She  w  as  then  scuttled  hj 
cutting  her  injection-pipes,  and  cast  off.  She  partly  tilled,  but  was  taken 
possession  of  a  few  hours  afterwards  by  the  mjite,  who  had  c^me  in 
a  small  steamer  (the  Pearl)  from  Kcuse,  who  had  her  towed  to  Detroit 

The  facts  thus  set  forth  having  been  substantiated  by  the  depositiom 
of  eye-witnesses  of  these  occurrences,  I  addressed  a  note  to  J.  Hume 
Burnley,  esq.,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  charge  d'affaires,  on  the  13th 
instant,  requesting,  through  him,  that  her  Majesty's  government  would, 
upon  the  arrest  and  commitment  of  the  parties  who  peqietrated  these 
depredations,  some  of  whom  passed  by  the  names,  respectively,  of  BeH 
Hoult  Bristow,  Robert  Drake,  Burley,  and  Thomas,  (the  names  of 
others  not  being  ascertained,)  issue  the  necessarj^  warrants  for  their 
delivery  to  Joseph  Dimmick  and  James  Henry,  or  to  any  other  pemm 
duly  authorized  by  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  receive  the 
fugitives,  in  order  that  they  might  be  brought  back  to  the  United  States 
for  trial.  This  request  was  made  on  the  ground  that  they  were  guilty 
of  the  (irimes  of  robbery  and  assault  with  intent  to  commit  murder 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and  that,  being  fugitives 
from  the  justice  of  the  United  States,  their  extradition  was  provided 
for  by  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Washington.  Mr.  Burnley  has 
since  informed  me  that  he  referred  the  matter  to  her  Majesty's  provin- 
cial authorities,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases. 

The  i>rimary  object  in  capturing  these  steamers  was  confessedly  to 
release  the  insurgent  officers  contined  on  Johnson's  Island.  There  \» 
reason  to  believe  that  the  (conspiracy  was  organized  and  set  in  motion 
by  i>rominent  insurgents,  who  have  for  some  time  past  been  residing  in 
Canada  for  such  purposes.  Indeed,  this  department  has  proof  that  Mr. 
Jacob  Thompson  has  acknowledged  that  he  \ras  commissioned  and  prc^ 
vided  with  funds  to  carry  them  into  effect,  and  had  interviews  witl 
conspicuous  members  of  the  gang  just  before  the  steamers  were  cap 
tured. 

It  is  obvious  that  at  the  time  of  the  informal  arrangement  betweei 
the  two  governments  of  April,  1817,  limiting  their  naval  force  on  thi 
lakes,  a  condition  of  things  like  the  present  could  scarcely  have  beei 
anticipated.  The  object  of  that  arrangement  was  to  prevent  either  i>art; 
from  keeping  in  commission  the  considerable  naval  force  which  the; 
both  had  employed  in  that  quarter  during  the  war  then  rc/cently  closed 
If  i)eace  was  expected  to  continue,  the  force  was  an  unnecessary  burdei 
to  both  parties;  but,  on  the  contrary,  if  war  should  suddenly  be  renewed 
one  or  the  other  might,  in  anticipation  of  that  event,  have  clandestinel; 
or  otherwise  so  augmented  its  force  as  to  insure  to  it  a  dangerou 
advantage.  Believing  that  these  were  the  views  enter^ned  at  th 
time  the  arrangement  was  entered  into,  and  that  neither  the  Unites 
States  nor  Great  Britain  expected  to  relinquish  their  right  to  self-defens 


REBEL  OPEKATIONS  FROM  CANADA.  23 

e  event  of  a  civil  war  in  the  tcnitories  of  either,  by  the  limitatiou 
wlto,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  you  will  see  from  the  cor- 
>Ddence,  a  copy  of  which  is  iuclosed,  has  chartered  two  propellers, 
m  Lake  Erie,  and  the  otlier  on  Lake  Ontario,  for  the  pur])ose  of 
Lin^  and  suppressing  depredations  on  our  trade  and  temtory  in  that 
Q,  similar  to  those  above  mentioned. 

tad  just  prepared  the  foregoing  statement  of  the  transaction  on 
Erie,  when  information  of  a  new  and  equally  desperate  outrage  on 
er  part  of  the  border  reached  this  dei)artnient.  A  band,  said  to 
st  of  twenty-five  desperate  men,  (;landestinely  armed,  crossed  the 
er  and  i)r*x*eeded  in  several  small  parties,  by  stag(*-coach,  to  St. 
IS,  Vermont,  in  the  customary  wjiy  of  travelers.  At  a  concerted 
they  liaised  a  scene  of  terror  in  that  peaceful  town,  and  broke  into 
ing-houses  and  other  buildings  and  carri(»d  oft'  large  amounts  of 
ire,  said  to  be  two  hundred  and  twenty-live  thousand  dollars. 
ler  with  other  valuable  propei^ty.  As  soon  as  the  i)eople  recovered 
their  surprise,  they  arose  and  hotly  pursued  the  felons,  who  sought 
•  by  retiiming  on  stolen  horses  aiaoss  the  frontier  into  Canada. 
Canadian  mumcipal  agents  seem  to  have  co-oi)erated  with  the  pur- 
from  Vermont  with  alacrity  and  diligence.  Twelve  of  the  robbers 
arrested,  stripped  of  their  plunder,  and  taken  into  custody  by  the 
iian  authorities.  It  is  also  understood  that  a  considerable  part  of  the 
ered  property  was  promptly  restored  to  its  owners.  Here  the  imper- 
ccountvS  which  I  have  received  of  this  transaction  end.  I  have  re- 
ed of  J.  Hume  Burnley,  esq.,  her  Majesty's  charge  (raflaires  here, 
;be  felons  may  be  detained,  until,  after  having  obtained  the  exact 
nation  which  is  essential,  1  shall  have  addressed  to  the  British 
nment  a  demand  for  the  surrender  of  the  oti'enders,  in  conformity 
the  provisions  for  extradition  contained  in  the  Ashburton  treaty. 
nbject  has  been  discussed  in  a  friendly  si)irit  between  myself  and 
Uimley,  who  has  received  telegraphic  advices  from  Lord  Lyons, 
yet  remains  in  New  York.  I  give  you  a  coi)y  of  a  note  which  1 
'iised  to  Mr.  Burnley  on  the  21st  instant,  and  also  a  copy  of  a  note 
Twaixls  received  from  him  in  answer  to  my  verlml  reciuest,  that 
Monck,  the  governor  general,  should  be  advised  to  detain  the 
lers  for  extradition.  I  wish  you  to  bring  this  transaction  also  to 
otice  of  Earl  Russell,  and  say  to  him  that,  taken  in  connection  with 
'»  of  the  same  chanicter  which  have  occurred  on  the  Canadian  fron- 
it  i^ reganled  here  as  deserving  prompt  and  decisive  proceedings 
e  part  of  her  Majesty's  government,  in  order  to  prevent  the  danger 
unate  conflict  upon  the  Canadian  borders.  It  is  a  pleasant  circum- 
e  that,  in  making  this  communication,  we  are  not  only  able  but  are 
ed  to  acknowledge  that  the  Canadian  executive  authority  has,  in 
nstance,  thus  far  co-operated  with  this  government  in  faithful  and 
int  efforts  to  bring  the  disturbers  of  the  public  peace  to  due  account. 
however,  impossible  to  resist  the  conviction  that  peace  cannot  be 
►ly  maintained  upon  the  border  unless  more  effective  measures  shall 
opted  to  secui-e  that  end  than  those  that  have  hitherto  been  used 
>th  governments.  We  know  well,  although  we  have  not  judicial 
nee,  that  all  the  movements  of  this  character  are  set  on  foot  by 
>  Thompson  and  other  disloyal  American  citizens  who  are  tempo- 
'  domiciled  in  Canada,  and  furnished  with  funds  there  for  these  ini- 
iui  purposes  through  the  banking  institutions  of  Canada.  It  is  now 
aty  tnypistmct  you  to  give  notice  to  Earl  Russell,  in  conformity 
the  treaty  reservation  of  that  right,  that,  at  the  expiration  of  six 
hs  after  you  shall  have  made  this  conmiunication,  the  United  States 
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will  deem  themselves  at  liberty  to  increase  the  naval  armament  npcm 
the  lakes,  if,  in  their  judgment,  the  condition  of  affairs  in  that  quarter 
shall  then  require  it.  And  jou  will  be  careful  to  advise  us  of  the  day 
on  which  this  notice  is  given.  You  will  assure  the  Tearl,  however,  that 
this  proceeding  is  adopted  only  as  a  necessary  measure  of  national  de- 
fense, and  not  only  with  no  p'uri)ose  of  hostility,  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
with  a  desire  no  less  earnest  than  heretofore  to  preserve  the  most  friendly 
relations  with  Great  Britain.  Moreover,  this  government  will  in  every 
case  direct  its  best  efforts  to  prevent  invasion  of  British  territory, 
whether  by  way  of  popular  retaliation  or  otherwise.  It  is  not  for  us  to 
indicate  the  means  her  Majesty's  government  should  adopt  to  maintain 
neutrality  on  their  side  of  the  border.  You  will  again  suggest  to  her 
Majesty's  government  that,  in  oiu*  oi)inion,  a  policy  similar  to  that  which 
was  inaugurated  by  our  enactment  before  mentioned  might  be  followed 
with  advantage  by  Great  Britain  in  the  American  provinces  during  onr 
present  civil  war.  I  should  fail,  however,  to  express  a  sincei-e  convic- 
tion of  this  government  if  I  should  not  repeat  now  what  I  have  hereto- 
fore so  often  had  occasion  to  say,  that,  practically,  the  policy  of  neutral- 
ity w^hich  her  Majesty  has  proclaimed  has  failed  as  well  in  the  Britidi 
home  ports  as  in  the  British  colonies,  and  especially  in  the  latter,  and 
that  it  must  continue  to  fail  more  consi)icuously  every  day,  so  long  as 
asylum  is  allowed  there  to  active  agents  of  the  enemies  of  the  United 
States,  and  they  are  in  any  way  able,  by  evasion  or  otherwise,  to  nse 
the  British  i>orts  and  British  borders  as  a  base  for  felonious  depreda- 
tions against  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Nor  are  we  able  to  con- 
ceive of  any  remedy  adequate  to  the  present  exigency,  but  the  recogni- 
tion by  her  Majesty's  government  of  the  just  and  exclusive  sovereignty 
of  the  United  States  in  all  the  waters  and  territories  legally  subject  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  government.  I  use  the  word  exigency  with  a 
consciousnessof  its  just  efltect.  The  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  Brit- 
ish i)rovinces  on  our  borders  are  as  shicerely  desired  by  us  as  they  can 
be  by  the  British  government.  In  a  i)ractical  sense  these  provinces  are 
sources  of  wealth  and  influence  for  the  United  State*,  although  they  are 
subject  to  a  foreign  jurisdiction.  We  have  proved  that  this  is  a  sincere 
conviction  on  our  part  by  entering  into  relations  of  reciprocal  free  trade 
with  the  British  provinces  almost  as  intimate  a,s  the  relations  of  free 
trade  which,  under  our  Constitution,  prevail  between  the  several  Stdtefl 
of  the  American  Union.  Thus  far  we  have  been  content  with  these  reliv 
tions,  and  probably  we  should  remain  content  whether  the  colbnieij  ad 
here  to  their  ties  with  Great  Britain,  or,  with  her  consent,  should  as8om< 
the  responsibilities  of  self-government,  provided  always  that  our  friend 
ship  is  reciprocated,  while  peace  and  harmony  on  the  border  are  essentia 
to  the  very  existence  of  such  friendship.  On  the  other  hand,  we  have 5 
right  to  expect  that  the  dwellers  within  those  provinces  will  be  conten 
to  fulfill  toward  us  the  obligations  of  good  neighborhood,  as  we  are  es 
pected  to  fulfill  the  same  obligations  on  our  part.  Even  if  this  governmen 
could  be  satisfied  with  less  than  what  I  have  thus  indicated,  it  musi 
nevertheless,  be  admitted  that,  from  the  very  lon^e  of  circumstanee« 
peace  could  hardly  be  expected  to  i)revail  on  a  border  which  shoul 
afford  to  the  communities  which  it  divides  no  adequate  protection  agiiins 
mutual  aggression  and  reprisal. 

Political  agitation  is  as  frequent  in  the  British  American  provinces  a 
it  is  here.  It  is  not  easv  to  foresee  how  soon  revolutionarv  movements  ma 
appear  there.  Every  provocation  now  given  to  Americans  will  belikel 
to  be  claimed  as  a  precedent  in  that  case  for  intrusion  from  this  side  c 
the  lakes.    Would  it  not  be  wise  to  establish  a  i)roi)er  system  of  reprei 
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sion  nW,  which  would  prove  a  rock  of  safety  for  both  coantiies  here- 
after. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  tCc,  dr.,  d-c.  * 

[For  inclosnres  see  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  821, 
>'ovember  25,  1864,  post] 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  JSeward. 

Washington,  October  20, 1864. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  and  to  recommend  to  your 
aeiioiiM  attention,  a  copy  of  a  dispatcli  which  I  have  received  this  morn- 
ing from  the  governor  general  of  Canada. 

The  governor  general  states  that  his  attention  has  been  called  to  an 

extract  from  the  New  York  Post,  purporting  to  give  the  words  of  an 

wder  telegrapheil  to  the  officer  commanding  at  Bnrlington,  Vermont,  by 

Major  General  Dix,  on  the  occasion  of  the  hite  outrage  at  St.  Albans ; 

and  his  exceUency  requests  me  to  bring  the  subject  to  your  notice,  with 

view  that  the  order  may  be  disavowed  or  explained. 

1  inclose  a  copy  of  the  newspaper  extra<*t,  and  h.ave  the  honor  to 

.  §  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble 

aervant, 

LYONS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  c£t.,  cC-c,  d-c. 


Viscount  Monck  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

GOVERN>rENT   HOI'SE, 

Quebec^  October  20,  1864. 

Sir:  My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  accompanying  extract  from 
fte  New  York  Post,  purporting  to  give  the  words  of  an  order  telegraphed 
to  the  officer  commanding  at  Burlington,  Vermont,  by  Major  General 
Dii,  on  the  occasion  of  the  late  outrage  at  St.  Albans. 

I  have,  of  course  no  means  of  knowing  whether  such  an  order  as  that 
aDnded  to  was  ever  issued  by  Major  (ireneral  Dix ;  but  as  it  has  appeared 
Qtioontradicted  in  the  pumic  papers,  and  (contains  ex])ress  directions, 
on  the  part  of  an  official  of  the  United  States,  for  the  entry  of  the  troops 
of  that  power  on  the  tenitorj-  of  her  Majesty,  T  think  it  my  duty  to  ask 
Ton  to  biing  the  subject  under  the  notice  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
Tuited  States,  with  the  view  that  the  ordcT  may  be  disavowed  or 
explained. 

While  no  one  woidd  be  inclined  to  scan  too  narrowly  the  conduct 
pnrsued  by  the  citizens  of  St.  Albans,  while  smarting  under  the  effect 
of  the  outrage  to  which  they  have  been  lately  unfortunately  subjected, 
^  it  Ik  obvious  that  an  order  such  as  that  to  which  allusion  is  here  made, 
if  wsuwl  by  a  responsible  officer  of  the  United  States,  w(ndd  be  liable 
to  a  diflferent  construction,  and  might,  unh»ss  remonstrated  against,  be 
rtmwn  into  ja  precedent  in  the  future.  You  may  assure  Mr.  Seward 
that  there  exists  among  the  British  authorities  in  Canada  the  most 
<?arne8t  desire  to  use  all  the  powers  which  the  laws  confer  ui)on  them, 
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iu  co-operation  with  the  officials  of  the  United  States,  for  the  repressioi 
and  punishment  of  outrages  such  as  that  which  has  just  occurred  at  Sfc, 
Albans. 

I  trust  that  the  proceedings  lately  adopted  in  this  province  will  pro\*e 
i^at  tliis  declaration  is  not  an  empty  profession,  and  will  show  that  the 
most  energetic  measures  will  at  all  times  be  used  to  prevent  any  aggre%. 
sion  on  the  territory  of  the  United  States  from  Canadian  soil,  or  anj 
abuse  of  the  right  of  asylum  allowed  in  her  Majesty's  dominions. 

I  am  sure  that  Mr.  Seward  will,  on  the  other  hand,  see  that  it  is  nece»- 
sary,  in  order  to  the  maintenance  of  those  amicable  relations,  that  no  act 
should  be  done  bvany  civil  or  militarv  officer  of  the  United  States  whicA 
might  bear  the  .construction  of  being  an  infraction  of  the  rights  of  her 
Majesty,  or  a  violation  of  the  soil  of  her  dominions,  and  that  he  will  believe 
that  this  remonstrance  is  made  in  no  unfriendly  spirit,  and  is  prompted  bj 
a  sincere  desire  to  prevent  any  just  cause  of  complaint  between  the 
countries. 

I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

MONCK. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  cfec,  cCe.,  cOc. 


[From  the  New  York  Eveninpj  Post.] 
THE  RAID  AT   ST.  ALBANS. 

The  organization  of  bands  of  rebel  marauders  in  Canada  for  the  pur- 
pose of  coming  within  our  lines,  committing  depredations  on  oiu:  prop- 
erty, and  shooting  down  oui*  citizens,  is  of  so  grave  a  character  as  to 
demand  the  prompt  and  decisive  action  of  the  government.    If  measurw 
are  not  adopted  to  put  an  end  to  this  abuse  of  the  right  of  asylum,  and 
tlie  violation  of  the  duties  of  neutrality,  our  citizens  on  the  frontier  will 
take  the  matter  into  their  own  hands.    We  shoul* deeply  rt^gret  snch 
unauthorized  acts  of  reprisal.    Whatever  is  done  should  be  done  under 
the  authority  of  the  government.      Either  the  Canadian  authorities 
should  be  called  on  to  send  the  rebels  who  are  getting  u})  predatory 
enteq>rises  against  us  out  of  Canada,  or  we  should  have  armed  forces 
on  the  frontier,  ready  to  take  summary  vengeance  on  these  marauders, 
and  for  that  puq>ose  to  follow  them,  as  we  have  a  right  to  do,  across  the 
lines,  if  the  pursuit  is  instant.    When  General  Dix  was  advised  of  the 
outrage  at  St.  Albans,  he  sent  the  following  dispatch  to  the  command- 
ing officer,  at  Burlington,  Vermont :  "  Send  all  the  efficient  force  you 
have  to  St.^Albans,  and  try  to  find  the  marauders  who  came  from  Canada 
this  morning.    Put  a  discreet  officer  in  command;  and,  in  case  they  are 
not  found  on  our  side  of  the  line,  pursue  them  into  Canada,  if  necessary, 
and  destrov  them." 

The  order  was  carried  out,  so  far  as  to  pursue  the  marauders  into 
Canada,  where  eight  of  them  were  captured.  If  they  had  been  shot 
down,  as  they  shot  down  the  peaceful  citizens  of  St.  Albans,  it  would 
have  been  no  more  than  exact  justice.  A  single  example  of  stern  retri- 
bution would  go  far  to  break  up  these  piratical  expeditions.  But  the 
government  should  take  the  matter  in  hand,  a«  a  grave  interuationid 
question,  and  not  leave  it  to  local  commanders. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Bepart^ient  OF  State, 

'Wmhingto^ij  November  3, 1864.  ^ 

ORD :  I  bave  tbe  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  3  our  lord- 
>te  of  the  29th  of  October  last,  tog^ether  with  a  copy  of  a  coiu- 
ion  which  has  been  addressed  to  you  by  his  excellency  Lord 
the  governor  general  of  Canada,  in  which  he  asks  an  explana- 
.  disavowal  of  what  is  set  forth  in  an  article  in  the  Xew  York 

•  Past,  on  the  subject  of  the  crimes  of  ix)bbery  and  murder 
committed  at  St.  Albans  by  persons  who  cajue  from  Canada  to 

ee,  and  retired  again  to  Canada  for  refuge  from  capture  and 
lent. 

B  24th  day  of  October  last  I  addressed  a  note  to  Mr.  Adams 
ng  the  transactions  refeiTcd  to,  in  which  I  fully  explained  the 
id  sentiments  of  this  government  in  regard  to  the  unhappy  con- 
'  affairs  on  the  British  American  borders,  its  causes,  probable 
ences,  and  its  needful  remedy.  Indignant  complaints  by  news- 
which  are  entirely  indei)endent  of  the  government,  as  w^ell  as 
hasty,  popular  i)roceedings  for  self-defense  and  retaliation,  are 
he  consequences  which  must  be  expected  t^)  occur,  when  unpro- 
yrgressions  from  Canada  no  longer  allow  our  citizens  to  navigate 
rvening  waters  with  safety,  or  to  rest  at  home  with  (confidence  of 
for  their  property  and  their  lives.  With  a  sincere  conviction 
i  Monck  is  governed  by  the  higliest  sense  of  honor  and  justice, 
nevertheless,  be  allowed  to  Sivv  that  I  do  not  think  the  matter 
e  has  submitted,  when  duly  weighed,  is  sufficient  to  call  for  any 
nent  or  modification  of  the  views  I  have  already  submitted 
Mr.  Adams  to  her  Majesty's  government.  While  the  govern- 
s  been  engaged  in  considering  Earl  Monck's  requ(»st,  our  reqiii- 
or  the  offenders  w  hose  crimes  committed  on  Lake  Erie,  and  for 
flars  and  murderers  who  invaded  Vermont,  remain  unanswered. 

•  of  a  new  border  assault  at  C-astine,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  and 
warned  that  ])lot8  are  formed  at  Montreal  to  fire  the  principal 
the  Union.  It  is  not  the  government  nor  is  it  the  people  of  the 
^tiite^s  that  are  delinquent  in  the  fulfillment  of  fraternal  national 
ms. 

!  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consi<leration,  my  lord,  yoiu: 
servant, 

•    WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  d;c.,  <£•(?.,  &e. 


Mr.  Seirard  to  Lord  Lyons. 

DEPART^nONT  OF   STATE, 

WashiftgtoUj  November  11, 1864. 

)ED :  I  have  the  honor  to  incjlose  a  copy  of  a  telegram  of  yes- 
•oin  Major  General  John  J.  Peck,  in  regard  to  the  movements  of 
'giana.  I  will  thank  your  lordship  to  notify  his  excellency  Vis- 
onck  of  its  puri>ort. 

\  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  your 
;  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  <£*(;.,  dtc,  d:c. 
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,  Mr.  Peck  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Telegram.] 

A  Syracuse,  New  York, 

November  10,  1864. 

Just  from  Buffalo.  The  Goorgiana  is  near  Port  Colborne,  tweut 
miles  distant.  She  was  lately  purchased  at  Toronto,  Canada  West,  ft 
commercial  puri)oses,  and  seventeen  thousand  dollars  in  gold  paid.  TIj 
price  is  far  beyond  her  value,  in  the  opinion  of  the  best  judges.  Tlii: 
in  connection  with  the  fact  that  the  business  season  is  at  an  end,  stam|] 
the  transaction  with*  suspicion,  and  warrants  the  belief  that  she  i 
intended  for  raiding  operations. 

JOHN  J,  PECK, 

Major  General, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretar  y  of  Stnte. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  November  11,  1864. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  for  your  lordship's  infer 
mation,  and  that  of  her  Majesty's  authorities  in  Canada,  a  copy  of  a 
dispatch  of  the  8th  instant,  from  D.  Thurston,  esquire,  the  vice-consul 
general  of  the  United  States  at  Montreal,  and  of  the  paper  which  accom- 
panied it,  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  the  schooner  Georgian,  or  Georgiana,  to 
parties  suspected  of  being  agents  of  the  insurgent  enemies  of  the  United 
States,  which  was  the  subject  of  my  note  to  your  lordship  of  this  morn- 
ing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  your 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  (fee,  d-c,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Thursion  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  91.]  United  States  Consulate  General, 

Montreal,  November  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  letter  from  the  consular  agent  a 
Toronto,  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  the  schooner  Georgian  to  a  sui)po8e 
rebel  agent,  by  i)arties  residing  at  Toronto.  This  is  a  new  vessel,  buil 
some  year  and  a  half  since  on  the  Georgian  Bay,  by  G.  H.  Wyatt  an 
others,  and  has,  I  believe,  made  one  trip  across  the  Atlantic.  She  is 
splendid  vessel,  built  with  great  care,  a  fast  siUler,  and  would,  if  employe 
in  the  business  mentioned  jn  Mr.KimbalPsdLspatch,be  capable  of  doin 
immense  injury  to  the  shipping  on  the  lakes.  Mr.  Wyatt  and  his  par 
ners  sold  the  steamer  Bowmauville  some  two  years  ago.  She  was  ostei 
sibly  to  be  employed  in  legitimate  trade,  but  was  undoubtedly  designe 
for  blockade  running.  The  corroboration  of  the  imrposes  for  which  th 
Georgian  has  been  purchased  by  four  persons,  unknown  to  each  othe 
would  seem  to  establish  the  fa<*t  that  she  has  been  bought  for  the  desig 
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of  being  converted  into  a  ram  by  rebel  agents  in  Canada,  and  that  meas- 
ures shonld  be  at  once  taken  to  pi-event  the  plan  being  executed.  I  have 
notified  the  Canadian  government. 

With  gi-eat  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  THURSTON, 
United  States  Vice- Consul  OeneraL 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Kimball  to  Mr,  Potter, 

United  States  Consulate, 

Toronto,  C.  W.,  Novetnber  5, 1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  honor  to  report  the  following  information,  which  I  coni- 
iDuiiicated  to  the  provost  marshal  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  under  date  of  No- 
veinlHT  3.    It  is  given  to  me  by  four  different  parties,  unknown  to  ea(;h 

)thor : 

First.  Messrs.  A.  M.  Smith  &  Co.  and  George  11.  Wyatt  informed 
Je,  in  answer  to  mj'  questions,  that  they  have  sold  the  propeller  Geor- 
ian,  which  they  owned,  to  one  Bates,  from  Michigan,  who  intends  to 
se  her  in  the  lumber  trade.  They  delivered  her  at  Port  Colborne,  C.  W., 
Q  the  first  or  second  of  this  month.  They  claim  that  she  is  particularly 
dapted  to  the  lumber  trade,  as  she  carries  heavy  loads  with  light  draught, 
nd  the  present  owners  intend  to  strengtJien  Iter  beams  for  towing,  I  con- 
idex  they  partially  admitted  that  the  pay  came  through  theOntario  Bank, 
H6,500,)  w^here  I  know  Colonel  Thompson,  the  confederate  agent,  keeps 
J8  account. 

The  second  person  says  he  knows  this  Bates ;  knew  him  in  Louisville, 
vy.  He  was  at  one  time  a  captain  of  the  steamer  Magnolia  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi River. 

A  thinl  [>ei'son,  \^iom  I  well  know,  but  who  has  previously  sympa- 
thizHl  with  the  confederates,  came  to  me  of  his  own  accord  to  reveal 
what  he  claims  as  a  great  plot,  in  order  to  arrest  it,  because,  he  assumes, 
it«  success  woidd  have  a  tendency  to  make  trouble  between  the  United 
States  and  Canada.  He  give,*^  as  a  synoi>sis  the  following,  which  he 
says  he  received  from  Captain  Bates  himself: 

.  The  G(»orgian  is  purchase<l  by  the  confederates.  She  is  to  be  strength- 
ened in  the  l>ow  for  a  ram  somewhere  on  Ijiike  Hur<m,  after  which  she 
Kill  take  on  men,  cannon,  small-arms,  and  ammunition,  and  run  into  the 
Michigan  oft*  Johnson's  Island  to  silik  her ;  tluMi  make  a  dash  to  release 
the  prisoners,  who  will  at  onci'  be  furnished  with  arms  if  they  meet  with 
success;  after  which  the  Georgian  will  go  on  a  cruise  of  destruction,  in- 
loding  Buffalo  harbor  and  other  places. 

My  informant  claims  to  know  the  det<iils  of  the  whole  plot,  men  and 
)iaoes,  and  would  reveal  the  whole  of  it  to  the  authoiities  in  the  United 
itate^  if  I,  as  an  officer  of  the  United  States  government,  would  pay 
u&  expenses,  and  he  would  also  expect  the  United  States  to  remunerate 
lim.  I  told  him  I  could  not  see  any  different^  between  his  revealing  to 
neor  to  the  authorities  in  Buffalo,  and  therefore  could  not  comply  with 
^isreqaests;  but  if  he  would  give  me  his  information  I  would  transmit 
t  to  tihe  department^  and  if  it  was  of  real  ser\ice  to  them  I  had  no  doubt 
they  would  do  him  justice.    He  woidd  not  consent  to  this. 

A  fourth  person  says  he  has  been  solicited  to  join  an  expedition  by  the 
sonfederatea.    They  tell  him  they  have  a  steamer,  but  would  not  say 
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what  oue  it  was,  plenty  of  arms  and  aminiinition,  and  they  were  going 
to  make  an  attempt  to  release  the  prisoners  on  Johnson^s  Island. 
For  the  puq)ose  of  getting  more  information  he  agreed  to  meet  them 
at  Sarnia  this  week ;  would  be  here  on  Monday  next,  and  would  see 
lue  and  give  me  any  further  information  he  might  obtain. 

Taking  these  circumstances  altogether,  I  have  no  doubt  something 
of  the  kind  is  intended,  and  therefore  immediately  communicated  tbe 
intelligence  as  I  received  it  to  the  authorities  in  Buifalo,  with  the  re- 
quest that  they  shoidd  notify  other  authorities  ns  they  deem  projier. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  jour  obedient  servant, 

R.  J.  KIMBALL, 
United  States  Consular  Agent. 
Hon.  John  F.  Potter, 

Consular  Generalj  B.  N.  A.  P.,  Montreal ^  C.  E. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

British  Legation,  November  13, 1864. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Yiscount  Monck  informs  me  by  telegi'aph  as  follows 
with  respect  to  the  Georgiana: 

"I  have  just  had  the  following  telegram  from  the  revenue  collector  at 
Sarnia,  from  which  port  the  Georgiana  cleared  for  Port  Colborne.   Pro- 
l)eller  (Jeorgiana  arrived  during  night;  searcjhed  her;  found  nothing 
sijspicious;  will  give  her  clearance  when  ready  to  start." 
Believe  me,  mv  dear  sir,  vours,  faithfully, 

For  LORD  LYONS, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Se>vard,  ctv.,  <tc*.,  &c. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

Washington,  November  15, 1864. 

My  Dear  Sir:  With  reference  to  my  private  letter  to  you  of  the  13t- 
instant,  respecting  the  release  of  the  Georgiana,  1  think  it  useful  foryo 
to  possess  coi)ies  of  the  inquiries  made  about  her  by  the  collector  ofcitJ 
toms  at  Port  Colborne,  and  of  a  telegiapliic  circular  sent  by  the  Can^ 
dian  finance  department  to  the  various  collectors  of  customs  at  the  di 
ferent  ports  on  the  lakes,  with  respect  to  ships  of  a  suspicious  characte 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  sir,  your  verv  I'aithful,  humble  servant, 

For  LORD  LYONS, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  dr.,  etc.,  &c. 


[Telegraphic  circular.] 

Collector  of  Customs  at ^ —  ; 

Give  i)ai1:icular  attention  to  vessels  clearing  from  your  port;  if  anj 
circumstances  indicate  intention  to  violate  neutrality  laws,  refuse  clear 
ance  and  detain  vessel,  immediately  reporting  to  this  deimrtraent  an( 
to  the  attorney  general. 

Finance  Depart3ient, 

Quebec  J  Nove^nber  8, 1804. 
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B^  telegraph  from  Colleetor  at  Fort  Colborne  to  honorable  A.  T,  Oalt, 

No\^3iBER  8, 1864. 
Propeller  Georgiana  entered  inwards  from  Port  Stanley  on  29th  of 
Ictober,  discharged  cargo  and  reported  inwards  for  l^uffalo  on  1st  of 
lovemher;  returned  here  on  3d;  captain  came  to  the  office  and  stated 
ehad  been  to  Buffalo  for  repairs;  had  a  clearance  for  this  ])ort  without 
irgo;  was  going  to  Samia,but  wanted  wood;  wished  to  know  if  it  wa.s 
ecessary  to  have  a  clearance  from  here  to  8arnia,  having  a  clearance 
)  a  British  port;  did  not  grant  another;  weather  stormy;  remained 
iitil  Saturday,  when  weather  moderated;  left  at  six-thirty  p.  m.;  on 
iqoiring  of  harbormaster,  he  informed  me  she  took  sixty  or  seventy 
mh  wood,  as  stated,  for  ballast;  he  stated  they  informed  him  on  board 
le  was  going  to  Chicago ;  nothing  connected  with  her  suspicious  unless 
iking  the  quantity  of  wood  and  going  to  one  port,  when  reporting  here 
le  was  going  to  another,  might  be  so  construed;  did  not  come  to  the 
ftice  after  taking  wood  on  board ;  Mr.  Gordon,  from  whom  the  wood 
as  purchased,  has  stated  she  only  took  thirty  cords. 

N.  rillNG,  Collector. 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

J0.II53.J  ^  Department  of  State, 

WaMngtoHj  Xovember  17,  18C4. 

SiK:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  10th  instant, 
^0.9'),  from  Mr.  D.  Thurston,  vice-consul  geueral  of  the  United  States  at 
Montreal,  Canada,  and  of  the  reply  thereto,  of  the  IGth  instant.  No.  (il, 
elative  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Canadian  authorities  in  regard  to  pre- 
ention  of  hostile  expeditions  from  the  liritish  i>rovinces  against  the 
iiit«i  States.  1  fear  that  after  all,  either  through  deficiency  of  the 
'W's,  or  error  in  application  of  them,  the  outrages  nuvy  l>e  continued,  the 
nisequences  of  which  I  have  already  indicated. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  1 1.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cCt.,  cfTc,  ike. 


Mr.  Thurston  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extnic'tH.] 

}.  95.]  United  States  Consulate  General, 

Montreal^  Xovember  10,  18G4. 

Sir  :  Some  days  since  the  Hon.  G.  E.  Carticr,  attorney  general.  East, 
lied  at  the  Ottawa  Hotel,  and  left  his  card  for  the  consul  general  and 
m\f.  The  consul  general  being  absent,  Mr.  Carti^r  expressed  the 
sh  that  I  would  call  on  him  at  his  residence  before  he  left  the  city. 
(tt)nlingl3',  the  next  day  I  called  at  his  house,  but  not  finding  him  at 
me  I  letl  my  card,  with  a  request  that  he  would  do  me  the  honor  to 
11  at  the  consulate  previous  {o  his  leaviilg  for  Quebec.  Saturday 
^rning  last  Mr.  Emmons,  of  Detroit,  called  at  the  consulate,  and  stated 
at  the  object  of  his  Aisit  was  to  obtain  information  in  reference  to  the 
id  on  St.  Albans,  the  sentiment  of  the  j)e()ple  of  Canada,  and  the  views 
lich  the  government  of  Canada  might  entertain  of  its  powers  to  ren- 
r  up  the  prisoners  under  the  law  ;  or,  if  the  law  was  defective,  vvhether 
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the  government  possessed  the  right  to  increase  its  powers  by  additionii.' 
legislation.  **    . 

He  explained  to  rae  that  he  had  no  official  character,  but  that  he  hacl 
lately  visited  Washington,  and  had  an  inter\iew  with  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  State,  and  although  he  had  received  no  authority  to  represent 
the  government  from  the  department,  yet  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
State  had  sympathized  with  his  efforts,  and  had  freely  conversed  witli 
him  and  his  associate,  Mr.  Barnes,  of  Portland,  on  these  subjects,  as 
citizens,  and  had  expressed  the  wish  that  they  should  visit  Montreal  on 
their  way  home.    Mr.  Emmons  exhibited  to  me  several  documents  estab- 
lishing, as  I  believe,  his  position  as  a  gentleman  of  ]>osition  and  respect- 
ability in  his  State,  and  referred  me  to  paities  in  Montreal  to  whom  be 
was  well  known. 

.While  I  was  conversing  with  Mr.  Emmons,  Mr.  Cartidr  and  the  Hon. 
D'Arcy  McGee,  minister  of  agi4cnlture,  came  into  the  consulate.  4 
introduced  to  them  Mr.  Emmons,  and  stated  to  them  the  object  of  his 
visit  at  Montreal,  as  explained  to  me,  and  remarked  to  Mr.  Cartier  that 
I  presumed,  from  his  calling  on  the  consul  general  and  njyself  at  onr 
hotel,  and  the  expression  of  his  wish  that  I  should  visit  him  at  his  resi- 
dence, he  desired  to  confer  with  me  on  the  matter  of  the  St.  Albans  raid. 
I  had  ventured  to  request  him  to  call  at  the  consulate,  as  I  learned  be 
was  to  leave  for  Quebec  that  evening,  and  1  feared  I  should  miss  the 

opportunity  of  having  an  inter\iew  before  he  left. 

•  •  •  •  •  #  # 

I  theii  informed  him  that  explanations  hifd  been  made  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  of  the  immediate  and  earnest  action  of  the  authorities  of 
Canada  to  secure  the  arrest  of  the  raiders,  and  of  the  kindness  and  cour- 
tesy with  which  the  representations  of  the  consular  officers  had  been 
received  by  the  government  of  Canada,  and  of  the  satisfaction  which 
had  been  expressed  by  tlie  Secretary  of  State  at  the  promptnoss  and 
efficiency   which  the  provincial  government  had  manifested  in  this 

nmtter. 

•  •  *  *  •  •  • 

They  also  invited  my  fre<iuent  consultation  with  their  officials  in  Mon- 
treal, aiul  in  other  localities,  and  desired' me  freely  to  communicate  with 
them  whenever  I  had  any  matter  of  which  I  thought  it  pioper  they 
should  be  informed.  They  ex[)ressed  their  earnest  desire  to  do  every- 
thing possible  under  the  law,  and  evinced  much  pleasure  that  the  dei)art- 
nient  had  been  informed  of  the  steps  taken  in  the  St.  Albans  raid,  Mid 
left. 

This  interview,  with  three  of  the  leading  members  of  Lord  Monck'ft 
ministry,  unsolicited  on  my  part,  is  certainly  an  evidence  of  the  good 
faith  of  the  government  of  Canada,  and  its  earnest  desire  effectually  to 
put  in  force  all  the  requirements  of  the  law,  and  to  maintain  all  their 
obligations  as  a  neutral  power  at  peace  with  the  United  States.  1  should 
not  have  asked  an  interview  of  this  kind,  but  as  Mr.  Carti^r  evidently 


subject, 

have  the  honor  to  give  you  the  foregoiug  narrative  as  a  resume  of  whal 
was  done. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  THURSTON, 
rnited  States  Vice-Consul  General. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

/Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr,  F,  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  TJiurstan, 

Sa61.J  Department  of  State, 

Wdshingtonj  Norenher  16, 1864. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  No.  95  has  been  received.  The  spirit  manifested 
by  the  Canadian  ministers  at  the  conference  to  which  it  relates  was  just 
aod  Mendly :  we  hope  they  may  arrest  the  e\il.  Your  own  proceedings 
aieapprovea. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEEDEllICK  W.  SEWARD, 

Assistant  Secretary. 
D.  Thurston,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul  General,,  Montreal. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

Washington,  November  19, 1864. 

Sib  :  With  reference  to  Viscount  Monck's  dispatch  of  the  26th  ultimo, 
aid  to  your  reply  of  the  3d  instant,  with  respect  to  the  order  issued  by 
tenerai  Dix  relative  to  the  .recent  outrage  at  St.  -^Vlbans,  I  have  now 
be  honor  to  inclose  copy  of  a  dispatch  which  I  have  received  from  his 
loellency,  replying,  on  his  side,  to  the  observations  contained  in  that 
ote. 

In  the  sentiments  expressed  by.  his  excellency  the  governor  general 
Mly  concur.  It  suflSces  to  examine  the  dates  when  the  various  requi- 
Itions  for  extradition  were  received  at  this  legation,  and  dispatched  to 
''iBoonnt  Monck,  to  prove  that,  on  my  side,  also,  nothing  was  left'un- 
one  which  could  promote  the  wishes  and  anxious  desires  of  the  Amer- 
Jan  government,  whether  in  the  affair  of  Lake  Erie,  or  in  that  of  St. 
dbans. 

Tour  note  of  the  13th  ultimo,  asking  for  the  extradition,  of  Bell  and 
thers,  concerned  in  the  Lake  Erie  occurrences,  was  received  on  the 
4fli,  and  dispatched  to  Viscount  Monck  on  the  16th.  His  excellency's 
q»ly  of  the  22d,  received  on  the  26th,  was  transmitted  the  next  day  to 

OIL 

With  regard  to  the  affair  at  St.  Albans,  your  first  note,  of  the  2oth 
Itimo,  relative  to  the  extradition  of  Wallace  and  others,  was  rec(*ived 
lid  dispatched  on  the  same  day  to  Viscount  Monck.  His  excellency's 
&ply,  of  the  31st  October,  was  received  on  the  3d  instant,  and  trans- 
litted  to  you  on  the  4th  instant.  Your  further  note,  of  the  20th  ultimo, 
^tive  to  the  extradition  of  Lackey  and  others,  was  received  on  the 
ay  on  whichrit  was  written,  and  on  that  same  day  dispatched  to  Vis- 
oant  Monck.  His  excellency's  reply,  of  the  4th  instant,  received  at 
lu«  legation  on  the  11th  instant,  was  dispatched  to  you  the  same  day. 

Finally^  your  note  of  the  Ist  instant,  requesting  the  extradition  of 
Intchinson,  was  again  received  and  dispatched  to  its  destination  on  the 
Hune  day,  and  Viscount  Monck's  reply  of  the  7th  instant,  received  on 
he  12th  instant,  was  forwarded  to  you  on  the  day  on  which  it  was  re- 
:aved. 

Tou  win  thus  i)erceive  that  both  Viscount  Monck  and  myself  have 
lone  all  that  lay  in  our  power  to  exi)edite  the  ends  of  justice,  and  that 

3  A  O— VOL.  n 
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it  cannot  in  truth  be  said  that  requisitions  foi;  these  offenderB  have  le- 
mained  unanswered. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

For  LOED  LYONS, 

J.  HUME  BUENLET. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  cfec,  (fee,  cfec. 


Viscount  MoncJc  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Quebec,  November  12, 1864.    • 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoiu*  dis- 
patch of  7th  November,  and  the  accompanying  note  from  Mr.  Sewai4| 
dated  3d  November,  relative  to  the  dispatch  which  I  deemed  it  my  duty 
to  address  to  you  on  the  2Cth  October,  calling  your  attention  to  the 
extract  from  the  New  York  Evening  Post,  which  pur][>orted  to  give  the 
words  of  an  order  issued  by  Major  General  Bix,  in  reference  to  the 
recent  outrage  at  St.  Albans,  Vermont. 

I  shall  transmit  Mr.  Seward's  note  to  the  secretary  of  sta.te  for  the 
colonies,  for  the  consideration  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

There  is  one  statement,  howevcT,  in  Mr.  Seward's  note  to  which  I 
must  allude,  in  justice  to  myself  and  the  government  of  Canada.  The 
Secretary  of  Stiite  for  the  United  States  says,  "  While  this  government 
has  been  considering  Earl  Monck's  request,  our  requisition  for  the 
offenders  whose  crimes  were  committed  on  Lake  Erie,  and  for  the  bur- 
glars  and  murderers  who  invaded  Vermont,  remain  unanswered." 

1  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  this  statement.  With  regard  to  the  ftrst 
of  these  outrages,  it  occurred  on  the  19th  September.  On  the  22d  Octo- 
ber a  dispatch  was  received  by  me  from  Mr.  Burnley,  dated  16th  Octo- 
ber, inclosing  a  note  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
demanding  the  extradition  of  Bell  and  others,  (the  persons  supposed  to 
have  been  concerned  in  the  Lake  Erie  outrage.)  On  the  same  day  (22d 
October)  I  addressed  a  dispatch  to  Mr.  Burnley,  in  which  I  acknowl- 
edged the  receipt  of  his  communication,  and  begged  him  to  inform  Mr. 
Seward  that  "  as  soon  as  I  shoidd  have  been  advisexl  that  these  i)er80!i8, 
or  any  of  them,  had  been  arrested  in  Canada,  and  that  the  proof  required 
by  the  treaty  had  been  made,  the  necessary'  warrants  should  be  issued 
for  their  delivery  to  the  authorities  of  the  United  States." 

With  reference  to  the  outrage  committed  at  St.  Albans,  this  affiedr 
occurred  on  the  19th  October.  On  the  3l8t  I  received  from  Mr.  Burnley 
a  dispatch,  dated  25th  October,  demanding  the  extradition  of  0.  liL 
Wallace  and  twelve  other  persons,  participators  in  the  St.  Albans 
affairs. 

On  the  same  day  I  answered  Mr.  Burnley's  dispatch,  informing  him 
that  when  the  proof  required  shoidd  have  been  made,  the  warrants  for 
extradition  should  be  issued. 

On  the  4th  November  I  received  a  further  di8])atch,  dated  29th  Octo- 
ber, referring  to  the  same  persons,  and  stating  that  they  were  in  custody 
in  Canada,  and  asking  for  their  extradition. 

This  was  answered  on  the  same  day,  informing  Mr.  Burnley  mat  the 
men  referred  to  were  in  custody,  and  tliat  the  warrants  for  their  extra- 
dition should  issue  as  soon  as  the  proofs  required  by  the  treaty  had 
been  completed. 

On  the  7th  of  November  I  received  from  Lord  Lyons  a  farther  dispatdi, 
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dated  November  1,  inclosing  a  demand  for  the  extradition  of  one  Hutch- 
inson, a  man  ^hose  name  was  not  inchided  in  the  former  list. 

This  dispatch  was  answered  on  the  same  day,  and  in  the  same  terms 
as  the  former  communications.  I  have  been  thus  minute  in  the  state- 
ment of  what  has  occurred  in  these  matt<T8,  because  I  shoidd  have  felt 
much  annoyed  if  it  could  be  supposed  that  yoiu*  communications  to  me, 
made  at  the  instance  of  a  minister  of  a  friendly  i)ower,  had  been  for  any 
caase  allowed  to  remain  unanswere<L 
I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

MONCK. 

Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  dro.,  <fee.,  dke. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Depart^ient  of  State, 

WaahhigtaHj  Xovember  22,  1864.. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  an  extract  from  a  communication  of 
the  17th  instant,  addressed  to  this  department  by  his  excellency  the  gov- 
erns of  Vermont,  relative  to  the  hostile  schemes  of  insurgent  agents  in 
Canada  against  the  United  States.  I  must  recpiest  3'our  h>rdship  to  ask 
the  earnest  attention  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government  to  the 
fRdiject 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedi- 
ent aerrant^ 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAllD. 

Sight  Hon.  liOBD  Lyons,  <Cr.,  dtc.y  dr. 


Oovernor  Smith  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

8m:  •••#♦•♦ 

]{r.£dmnnd8  informs  me  that  Messrs.  Clay,  Saunders,  and  Westcott 
[h^  senator  from  Florida)  still  continue  to  threaten  retaliation,  and 
openly  say  that  they  are  organized,  both  in  Canada  East  and  West,  and 
prepu^  for  action.  My  advices  fnmi  perfectly  reliable  sources  are 
that  ia  their  secret  conclaves  their  plans  are  being  discussed  and  per- 
fected, and  that  they  threaten  that  they  will  destroy  the  towns  of  Bur- 
Inigton  and  St.  Albans  within  thirty  days.  They  are  cognizant  of  our 
niovements  here  for  the  defense  of  the  frontier,  being  informed  by  their 
spies  how  many  muskets  have  been  distributed,  and  to  what  towns. 
There  is  no  movement  made  of  which  thev  are  not  informed,  as  thev  have 
Bpies  in  every  town.  The  action  of  our  legislature  is  repoitcHl  to  them, 
Ukd  they  are  fftmili^  with  the  discussion  of  every  measure  which  may 
aflectthem. 

IhavS  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  GRP:G()RY  SMITH, 

Oovernor  of  Vermont. 

HoiL  WlLLLlM  H.  SEWABD, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  821.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  November  25, 1861 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  at  last  I  have  completed 
the  preparation  of  the  note  Us  Lord  Russell,  rendered  necessary  by  the 
instructions  contained  in  yoiur  disj^atch  Xo.  1136,  togetlier  with  copies 
of  the  accompanying  i)aper8.  I  dated  it  on  the  23d  instant,  and  sent 
the  messenger  with  instructions  to  note  on  the  comer  the  hour  and 
minute  of  uni^  delivery-  at  the  Foreign  Office.  It  was  so  noted  by  him  at 
five  minutes  past  six  o'clock  that  evening. 
I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  note. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  ser^^apt, 

^  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS.  « 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Delivered  at  the  Foreign  Office  at  5  miuutes  past  6  p.  in.,  November  23, 1664.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  November  23,  1864. 

My  Lord:  1  have  the  honor  to  snbmit  to  your  coDsideration  copies 
of  a  number  of  papers  which  have  been  transmitted  to  me  with  instxao-  . 
tions  to  lay  them  before  her  Majesty's  govemment. 

It  has  become  once  more  my  painful  duty  to  make  representations 
respecting  the  manner  in  which  the  territories  in  America  under  the 
authority  of  Great  Britain,  both  continental  and  insular,  are  systemati- 
cally used  by  the  insurgents  against  the  United  States  as  bases  for  hos- 
tile pro<5eedings  of  every  description. 

Tlie  motives  for  such  proceedings  seem  to  have  been  twofold.  The 
first  and  the  most  obvious  is,  to  do  as  much  injuiy  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  as  possible.  But  the  second,  and  far  more  inciting  one, 
has  been  to  stinmlate  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States 
to  so  great  a  degree  of  irritation  as  to  prompt  hasty  acts  of  retaliation, 
which  might  ultimately  eftect  a  permanent  breach  of  the  friendly  rela- 
tions between  the  two  countries.  By  this  means  it  is  hoped  that  the 
natural  result  of  a  stniggle,  perceived  from  the  first  to  be  unequal, 
might  be  chiinged  by  the  intervention  of  a  powerful  ally  to  the  faUing 
side. 

On  a  review  of  the  coiTespcmdence  which  I  have  heretofore  had  the 
honor  to  conduct  with  your  lordship,  I  think  it  will  most  clearly  appear 
that  the  attention  of  my  goverinnent  has  been  most  constantly  fixed 
ui>()n  the  necessity  of  averting  the  dangers  springuig  out  of  this  ue&> 
rious  policy.  In  that  view  the  insufficiency  of  the  law  of  Great  Bri- 
tain to  enforce  a  rigid  neutrality,  as  well  as  of  her  Majesty's  proclama- 
tion to  av(*rt  causes  of  complaint,  was  very  early  foreseen.  It  was  for 
that  reason  tbat  a  proi)Osal  was  early  made  by  me  to  your  lordship  to 
secure  such  changes  and  amendments  of  that  law  as  might  be  expected 
more  fully  to  answer  the  piu-pose,  and  such  as  the  experience  in  a  former 
instance  in  the  United  States  had  actually  dictated  to  them  to  adopt  in 
order  to  maintain  peace. 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  am  obliged  to  remind  your  lordship  that 
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oothing  whatever  has  been  done  in  tbis  direction,  and  that  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  every  day's  subsequent  exi)erienee  has  proved  the  reason- 
ableness of  the  anxiety  that  prompted  the  riMiuest. 

The  seizure  of  the  steamer  Chesapeake  on  the  high  seas  by  iiisurjo^ents 
who  made  her  ^rjyesty's  proviucei?i  of  Xovjv  Scotia  and  Few  Bniiiswi(;k 
the  base  of  the  oi>eration  is  well  known  to  your  lordshij).  AlthoujCfh  it 
b#  true  that  that  vessel  was  ultimately  released,  it  is  equally  certain 
that  the  perpetrators  of  the  act  escai)ed  all  peiuil  consequences  in  the 
colonies.  Braine,  the  very  same  man  who  was  eng^aged  in  that  high- 
handed actn,  has  since  perpetrated  another  of  the  same  kind  upon  the 
steam  paeket  Roanoke,  in  the  conrsi*  of  which  he  made  the  island  of 
Bennuda  the  point  from  which,  failing  to  gain  a  n»ception  for  his  prize, 
he  completed  his  oi>erations  for  her  destruction  at  the  mouth  of  the 
harlH)r. 

"*  I  am  now  compelled  to  call  your  lordship's  attention  to  other  proceed- 
injp;  of  a  character  infinitely  more  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  two 
eoimtries. 

On  Sunday  evening,  the  IStli  of  September,  a  man  came  on  board  the 
Philo  Parsons  while  she  was  lying  at  the  dock  at  Detroit,  and  re<]uested 
the  clerk,  Mr.  Walker  T.  Ashlej',  who  is  [>art  owner  of  the?  Parsons,  to 
call  at  Sandwich,  on  the  Canada  shore,  three  miles  below  Detroit,  to 
receive  him  and  a  party  of  fnends  who  wished  to  go  to  Kelly's  Island, 
about  eleven  miles  from  Sandusky,  alleging  that  one  of  them  was  lame 
and  could  not  well  cross  the  feiTy.  Tlie  Philo  Parsons  sailed  the  next 
morning,  (Monday,  the  19th  of  September,)  at  8  o'clock,  with  about  forty* 
passengers.  The  person  referred  to  above  as  having  engng(»d  a  passage 
for  himself  and  party  appeared  immediately  afterwards,  and,  at  his 
request,  the  steamer  called  at  Sandwich,  where  his  friends,  four  in  num- 
ber, came  on  board.  At  Maiden,  on  the  Canada  side,  where  the  steamer 
always  stopi)ed,  about  twenty  miles  below  Detroit,  and  near  the  point 
▼here  the  Detroit  Eiver  empties  into  the  lake,  about  twenty  more  men 
came  on  board.  The  number  not  being  unusual,  excitcnl  no  suspicion. 
The  only  baggage  of  the  party  was  an  old-fashioned  trunk,  tied  with 
rope,  and  which  was  afterwards  ascertained  to  contain  revolvers  and 
large  hatchets  or  hand-axes.  The  steamer  continued  on  lu*r  course,  and 
made  her  usual  landings  at  !Nortli  Bass,  Middle  Bass,  and  South  Bass 
Islands,  the  latter  being  better  known  as  Putin-Bay  Island.  These 
islauds  are  nearly  north  of  Sandusky,  and  about  twenty  miles  distant. 
Hey  ail  belong  to  the  United  States,  and  are  part  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 
Captain  Atwood,  the  captain  of  the  steamer,  left  her  at  Middle  Bass 
Island,  where  his  family  reside.  Having  made  these  landings,  the 
steamer  went  on  her  course  to  Kellv's  Island,  about  seven  miles  further 
on,  and  made  her  usual  landing  there.  Here  four  men  got  on  board,  all 
apparently  belonging  to  the  same  party,  and  it  has  l)een  ascertained 
that  one  who  was  seen  among  them  after  the  capture  of  the  steanier 
had  been  several  days  on  the  island,  visiting  the  inhabitants,  and  pre- 
tending to  be  an  agent  for  the  sale  of  sewing  machines. 

Shortly  after  leaving  Kelly's  Island,  about  4  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, and  while  she  was  directly  on  her  course  for  Sandusky,  the  Philo 
Parsons  was  seized  by  the  party  who  had  got  on  board  at  Sandwich  and 
Maiden^  and  was  headed  to  the  eastward  for  nearly  an  hour,  when  she 
waa  turned  back  to  Middle  Bass  Island  for  fuel,  the  leader  of  the  partj^ 
having  ascertained  from  the  mate  and  engineer  that  there  was  not 
enough  to  ran  many  hours.  Soon  after  the  Philo  Parsons  reached 
MidSe  Bass  Island,  and  while  she  was  taking  in  wood,  the  steamer 
Island  Queen,  which  performs  daily  trips  from  the  Bass  Islands  to  San- 
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dusky  and  back,  came  alongside,  and  was  immediately  seized.  Ite 
engineer  of  the  Island  Queen,  without  giving  any  provocation,  was  shot 
in  the  face.  The  ball  entered  his  cheek  and  passed  out  near  the  ear. 
One  person  was  cut  in  the  head  with  a  hatchet  and  bled  profiiflely. 
Several  other  persons  were  knocked  down,  and  a  large  number  wen 
struck  with  the  butt-ends  of  pistols,  and  with  hatchets,  and  some  ten  or 
a  dozen  shots  were  fired.  « 

The  passengers  on  both  boats  were  landed  at  Middle  Bass,  with  apart 
of  their  baggage.  After  getting  a  supply  of  fuel  the  Philo  Parsons  ran 
out  into  the  lake,  towing  the  Island  Queen.  At  the  distance  of  about 
five  miles,  according  to  one  statement,  and  at  a  smaller  distance  acocurd- 
ing  to  others,  the  Island  Queen  was  scuttled  by  cutting  her  supply-pipe, 
and  was  sent  adrift.  Before  filling  she  drifted,  on  a  shoal,  and  was 
gotten  off  a  few  days  afterwards,  ha\ing  been  plundered  by  the  par^ 
who  had  seized  her. 

After  the  Island  Queen  had  l)een  scuttled,  the  Philo  Parsons  stood  fiv 
Sandusky  harbor,  and  was  then  turned  about  and  steered  for  Maiden, 
where  she  arrived  between  four  and  five  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning, 
the  20th  of  September.  A  few  miles  above  Maiden  a  yawl-boat  load  « 
plunder  was  sent  ashore  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the  Detroit  River.  At 
Fighting  Island,  some  six  miles  above,  the  crews  of  both  steamers  were 
landed.  The  Philo  Parsons  anived  at  Sandwich  at  about  8  o^dock 
the  same  morning,  and  a  pianoforte  belonging  to  her,  a  number  of  trunks, 
and  the  cabin  furniture,  were  put  ashore  at  the  dock,  where  a  custom- 
house officer  almost  immediately  appeared.  She  was  then  scuttle  hs 
cutting  her  injection-pipes,  and  cast  off.  She  partially  filled,  but  wai 
taken  possession  of  a  few  hours  afterwards  by  the  mate,  who  had  cobm 
up  in  a  small  steamer  (the  Pearl)  fi*om  Ecorse,  who  had  her  towc^  t< 
Detroit. 

The  facts  thus  set  forth  have  been  substantiated  by  the  depositicMO 
of  eye-witnesses  of  these  occurrences.  Upon  learning  these  extraordi 
nary  proceedings,  initiated  and  executed  from  her  Majesty's  possession 
in  Canada  as  a  base,  a  note  was  immediately  addressed  by  the  Secretar; 
of  State  to  J.  Hume  Burnley,  esij.,  her  Majesty's  charges  d'affaires  a 
Washington,  requesting,  through  him,  that  her  Majesty's  govemmeo 
would,  upon  the  arrest  and  commitment  of  the  parties  perpetrating  thee 
outrages,  issue  the  necessary  warrant  for  their  delivery  to  the  agents  c 
the  United  States,  in  order  that  they  might  be  brought  there  for  tiia 
This  request  was  made  on  the  ground  that  the  persons  were  guilty  c 
crimes  embraced  within  the  terms  of  the  extradition  treaty.  Mr.  Bun 
ley  replied  that  he  had  referred  the  matter  to  her  Mj^jesty^s  provincii 
authorities,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases.  Thus  has  it  rested  down  to  thj 
time. 

The  primary  object  in  capturing  these  steamers  was  confessedly  t 
release  the  insurgent  officers  confied  on  Johnson's  Island.  There  is  let 
son  to  believe  that  the  conspiracy  was  organized  and  set  in  motion  b; 
prominent  insiu'gents  who  have  for  some  time  past  been  residing  i 
Canada  for  such  purposes.  Indeed,  my  government  has  proof  that  Mi 
Jacob  Thompson  has  acknowledged  that  he  was  commissioned  and  pn 
vided  with  funds  to  carry  them  into  effect,  and  had  interviews  wit 
conspicuous  members  of  the  gang  just  before  the  steamers  vrere  ca] 
tured.  Scarcely  had  the  alarm  occiisioned  by  this  sally  from  the  Gam 
dian  territory  subsided,  when  information  of  a  new  and  even  more  « 
traordinary  and  despemte  outrage  was  received  by  my  govemmen 
This  time  it  was  not  committed  upon  the  water,  but  against  the  peao 
able  and  unoffending  inhabitants  of  a  border  towoi.    A  band^  said  1 
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eonaist  of  twenty-five  desperate  men,  clandestinely  armed,  crossed  the 
firontier,  and  proSeeedeil  in  several  jsmall  i>artie8  by  sta^e-coach  to  St. 
Albans,  Vermont,  in  the  customary  way  of  travelers.  At  a  concerted 
tine  they  raised  a  scene  of  terror  in  that  i)eaceful  town,  broke  int4>  bank- 
ing-houses and  other  buildings,  and  carried  off  lav^e  amounts  of  treasure, 
said  to  be  two  hancb*ed  and  twenty-five  thcmsand  dollars,  together  with 
other  valuable  proi)erty.  As  soon  as  the  iXH)ple  recovere<l  from  their 
soiprise,  they  arose  and  hotly  pursued  the  felons,  who  sought  siifety  by 
returning  on  stolen  horses  across  the  frontier  into  Canada.  Tlie  Cana- 
dian municipal  agents  seem  to  have  co-operated  with  tlu^  pursuers  from 
Yermont  with  alacrity  and  diligence.  Twelve  of  the  robbers  were  ar- 
rested, stripped  of  their  plunder,  and  taken  into  custody  by  the  (Cana- 
dian authorities.  It  is  also  understood  that  a  eonsidenibie  part  of  the 
recovered  property  was  promptly  restored  to  its  owners. 
•  A  request,  similar  in  its  character  to  the  former  ones  has  l^een 
addressed  by  the  Secretarj-  of  State  to  jMr.  Burnley,  as  will  api>ear  in 
the  pai)ers  which  accompany  this  note. 

It  must  be  ob\iou8  to  your  loixlship  that  at  the  time  of  the  adoption 
of  the  arrangement  between  the  two  governments  in  April,  1817,  which 
limited  their  naval  forces  on  the  lakes,  a  condition  of  things  like  the 
present  eonld  scarcely  have  been  anticipated.  The  ])urpose  clearly  was 
to  prevent  either  party  from  keeping  up  a  force  which  might  endanger 
tiie  other;  thus  entailing  upon  both  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a  more 
or  less  burdensome  annament.  It  certainly-  did  not  contemplate  the 
possible  intervention  of  a  third  party,  ill-dispos(»d  to  both,  whicjh  should 
malignantly  avail  itself  of  the  known  provisions  of  the  <»ompaet  for  the 
puipose  of  working  certain  mischief  to  that  which  it  hat(»d  the  most, 
and  ]K>ss]ble  injuiy  even  to  the  other,  by  i)rovoking  strife  between  the 
tro.  Neither  could  it  have  foreseen  the  iu*ecise  |K)sition  in  which  her 
Majesty's  government  ha«  been  i)kiced  by  recognizing  as  belligerents 
persons  capable  of  abusing  the  pri\ileges  conceded  by  that  nu^asure 
to  the  most  malicious  pnr]K)ses.  .  In  view  of  these  extraordinaiy 
events,  against  the  recurrence  of  which  on  the  Canadian  side  no  i)rovi- 
lion  adecpmte  to  meet  the  immediate  exigency  s«»euis  to  have  Ix^en  made 
oa  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  government,  it  would  seem  to  Im*  the  impera- 
tive duty  of  the  United  States  to  x)rovide  at  once  some  stringent  meas- 
ures. Iiiroads  by  marauding  ruffians  ui)on  the  poimlation  of  the  United 
States  on  that  border  cannot  be  tolerated.  Among  the  pai)ers  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  lay  l)efore  you,  I  b<*g,  in  this  connection,  to  call  to 
jrour  notice  a  letter  of'the  Sei*i*etary  of  the  Treasury,  directing  the  outfit 
of  two  steam  propellers — one  u]>on  Lake  Erit»,  and  the  other  on  Lake 
Ontario — with  the  objeet  of  checking,  and  if  possible  suppressing,  depre- 
dations on  the  trade  or  attacks  upon  the  x)opulation  connected  with 
those  waters. 

In  consequence,  however,  of  the  later  outrage  i>(*rpetrated  at  St. 
Albans,  I  am  directed  to  say  that  the  prec<Hling  ineasures  are  not  deemed 
by  any  means  adequate  to  answer  the  desin»d  purpose.  The  proceedings 
taken  together  are  regarded  as  deserving  of  further  and  ]nompt  action  on 
the  jiart  of  her  M8yest3''8  goveniment,  in  order  to  avert  the  danger  of 
ultimate  conflict  upon  the  Canadian  borders.  It  gives  me  gi-eat  satis- 
faction to  be  able  to  acknowledge  to  your  lordshii)  that  the  Canadian 
eiecutive  authority  has  thus  far  co-oi)erate(l  with  my  government  in 
fiiithfial  and  diligent  efforts  to  bring  these  disturbers  of  the  public  peace 
to  dae  account.  It  is  a  matter  of  certainty,  though  perhaps  not  suscep- 
tible of  judicial  proof^  that  all  movements  of  this  charai^ter  are  set  on 
toot  by  a  notorious  person  named  Jacob  Thompson,  wiio,  with  other  dis- 
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loyal  citizens  of  the  United  States,  is  temporarily  domiciled  in  Canadi 
and  furuislied  with  fiiuds  by  his  coadjutors  at  home  for  these  iniqaitooi 
operations,  through  the  banking  institutions  of  that  province.  It  ii 
impossible  not  to  feel  theur  presence  and  their  activity  in  thiLt  region  ti 
be  a  constant  threat  against  the  safety  of  the  people  occupying  tiu 
entire  long  line  of  the  border.  I  am,  therefore,  with  great  regret 
instructed  to  give  this  formal  notice  to  your  lordship,  that,  in  confoimit] 
with  the  treaty  reservation  of  the  right  at  the  expiration  of  six  monthi 
from  the  date  of  this  note,  the  United  States  will  deem  themselves  a 
liberty  to  increase  the  naval  armament  upon  the  lakes,  if  in  their  jndg 
ment  the  condition  of  afiairs  in  that  quarter  shall  then  require  it. 

In  taking  this  step,  I  am  desired  to  assure  your  lordship  that  it  i 
resorted  to  only  iis  an  indispensable  measure  to  the  national  defense 
and,  so  fai*  from  toeing  in  a  spirit  of  hostility,  that  it  springs  from  a  wis! 
no  less  earnest  than  heretofore  to  preserv^e  the  most  friendly  relation 
with  Great  Britain.  I  take  pleasure  in  adding,  that  it  is  the  fixed  pn 
pose  of  my  govenmient,  in  every  case,  to  direct  its  energies  to  the  pn 
vention  of  all  attempts  to  invade  the  British  territory,  whether  by  wsi 
of  retaliation  or  otherwise.  The  questions  that  gi*ow  out  of  the  presen 
anomalous  state  of  things  are  deemed  of  not  less  import«,nce  to  th 
interests  of  her  Majesty's  possessions  than  they  are  to  the  people  of  th 
United  States.  The  failure  to  maintain  a  rigid  neutrality  on  the  Caw 
dian  border  at  this  day  may  become  a  fruitful  source  of  excuse  for  simi 
lar  delinquency  at  some  period  or  other  on  our  side  of  the  line  wheneve 
the  temptation  may  arise.  It  is  not  for  my  government  to  indicate  th 
precise  means  to  be  adopted  by  her  Majesty's  government  to  insure 
more  perfect  observance  of  that  neutrality  on  her  side.  I  may,  howevei 
be  permitted  to  suggest  on  its  behalf  an  opinion,  that  a  policy  similar  t 
that  which  was  inaugurated  under  circumstances  not  altogefiier  uulik( 
by  the  enactment  of  the  law  of  the  10th  March,  1838,  already  allude 
to  in  the  early  part  of  this  note,  might  be  followed  with  advantage  t 
Great  Britain  in  the  American  provinces  during  the  continuance  of  th 
l^resent  struggle. 

I  should  fail,  however,  in  executing  the  whole  duty  imposed  upon  mi 
if  I  were  not  to  rei>eat  the  expression  of  the  sincere  con\iction  of  ni 
government,  that  practically  the  policy  of  neutrality  which  her  Majest 
has  proclaimed  has  failed,  as  well  in  the  British  home  ports  as  in  tl 
colonies,  but  most  especially  in  the  latter ;  and,  moreover,  that  it  'Inu 
continue  to  fail  more  conspicuously  every  day  so  long  as  an  asylum 
opened  there  to  active  emissaries  of  the  enemies  of  the  United  Stati 
who  have  it  in  their  power  to  use,  by  means  fair  or  foul,  the  British  poi 
and  British  borders  as  a  base  for  felonious  depredations  of  every  descri 
tion  against  the  people  of  the  United  States.  Neither  is  it  deemed  p< 
sible  to  arrive  at  any  remedy  adequate  to  meet  the  present  exigent 
other  than  a  recognition  by  her  Majesty's  government  of  the  just  » 
exclusive  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  in  all  the  waters  and  all  t 
territory  heretofore  legally  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  government, 
the  use  of  the  word  exigency,  the  full  sense  of  its  effect  is  perfect 
understood.  The  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  neighboring  British  p: 
vinces  are  as  sincerely  desired  on  its  part  as  they  can  be  by  Gn 
Britain.  In  a  practical  sense  they  are  sources  of  wealth  and  influen 
for  the  one  country  only  in  a  less  degree  than  for  the  other,  though  t 
jui'isdiction  appertain  only  to  the  latter.  That  this  is  the  sincere  cc 
viction  of  my  government  has  been  pix)ved  by  its  consent  to  enter  ii 
relations  of  reciprocal  free  commerce  with  them  almost  as  intimate 
those  which  prevail  between  the  several  States  of  the  Union  themadv) 
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hns  &r  tlie  disposition  has  been  to  remain  content  ^\itli  those  relations 
Qder  any  and  all  circnnistances^  and  that  disi)osition  will  doubtless 
intinae;  provided,  always,  that  the  amity  be  reciprociited,  and  that 
16  jieace  and  harmony  on  the  border  indisin^nsable  to  its  existence  be 
rmly  necnred.  The  fialflllment  of  that  obligation  must  be,  however,  as 
>iir  lordship  cannot  fail  to  |)ereeive  at  a  glance,  the  essential  and 
unmount  condition  of  the  pi-eservation  of  the  compact.  Even  were  my 
3Temment  to  profess  its  satisfaction  witli  less,  it  must  be  apparent 
lat,  by  the  very  force  of  circumstances,  peace  could  scarcely  be  exiwcted 
I  continue  long  in  a  region  where  no  adequate  security  should  be 
forded  to  the  inhabitants  against  mutual  aggi-ession  and  reprisiil. 
Political  agitation,  terminating  at  times  in  civil  strife,  is  shown  by 
iperience  to  be  incident  to  the  lot  of  mankind,  however  combined  in 
M^etj'.  Neither  is  it  an  evil  confined  to  any  ])articular  i^egion  or  race, 
t  has  happened  heretofore  in  Canada,  and  what  is  now  a  scourge, 
fBicting  the  United  States,  may  be  likely  at  some  time  or  other  to  re- 
TBit  her.  In  view  of  these  very  obvious  possibilities  I  am  instructed 
«8pectfiilly  to  submit  to  her  Majesty's  government  th^  (piestion  whether 
t  would  not  be  the  part  of  wisdom  to  establish  such  a  system  of  re])res- 
non  now  as  might  prove  a  roc»k  of  Siifety  for  the  rapidly  multiplying 
population  of  both  countries  for  all  future  time. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  high(»st  considera- 
tiim  with  \«'hich  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordshii)'s  most 
obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  AD^N3IS. 

Bight  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  c&c,  cC-c,  tkc. 
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No.l. 
Mr,  Fessenden  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Treasury  Department, 

September. 2:^^  1804. 

Boi:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  steam  proi)eller  has  been 
put  in  eommiasion  aa  a  revenue  vessel  to  cruise  on  the  lakes. 
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I  deem  it  proper  to  acquaint  you  with  this  fact,  in  view  of  any  trean 
which  may  exist  on  this  subject. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

W.  P.  FE88BNDEN, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


No.  2. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Fessenden.  • 

Department  of  State,  ^ 

Wa^Mngton^  September  30, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  inclose  for  your  perusal  a  copy  of  a  telegram  of  the  23d  instant 
from  General  Hitchcock  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  I  will  thank 
you  to  cause  to  be  returned  to  this  department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

WJX.LIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Hon.  William  P.  Fessenden, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


No.  3. 
Major  Oeneral  Hitchcock  to  Mr,  Stanton, 

[Telegram.] 

Sandusky,  Ohio, 

September  23, 186i 

Sir  :  I  take  upon  myself  to  express  an  opinion  that  the  safety  of  oar 
commerce  on  the  lakes,  and  the  security  of  the  cities  along  the  lake 
shores,  makes  it  of  the  highest  importance,  if  not  an  indispensable  b^ 
cessity,  that  the  government  should  have  several  armed  vessels  fUJy 
manned  to  prevent  the  rebels,  who  find  security  in  Canada,  from  sdziog 
steamers  engaged  in  commerce  and  converting  them  into  war  vMieta) 
with  a  few  of  which  they  may,  if  not  prevented,  do  us  incalculable  inia- 
chief.  Ex-Secretary  Thompson  is  employed  in  Canada  in  setting  onlbok 
•  expeditions  of  the  most  dangerous  character. 

The  recent  seizure  of  the  two  steamers  in  this  vicinity  has,  indeed, 
terminated  disastrously  for  the  projectors  of  the  horrible  scheme;  hrt 
the  demonstration  actually  made  is  a  sufficient  warning  to  induce  OOQ 
government  to  take  immediate  measurers  to  guard  against  a  repetittoi 
of  it.  It  will  be  but  an  act  of  self-defense,  and  from  the  disdosoni 
made  by  Coole,  now  in  arrest  at  Johnson's  Island,  earnestly  recommenc 
that  no  time  be  lost  in  putting  afloat  armed  vessels  upon  Lake  Ontario 
and  speedily  upon  the  upper  lakes  also.  I  suppose  we  are  eng^;ed  ii 
war  rendering  this  step  justifiable  under  the  treaty  of  eighteen  flftemi 
(1815,)  but  it  is  my  duty  to  speak  only  the  justifying  necessity  of  tb 
case. 

C.  A.  HITCHCOCK 

Major  Oeneral  Yolun^eerM. 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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No.  4. 

Mr.  Fesaenden  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

* 

Treasury  Department, 

September  30, 1864. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
tbwdate  transmlttinjs^  telegi^m  from  General  Hitchcock,  and  to  state 
ftat  this  department  has  this  day  chartered  the  steam  propeller  Hector, 
(at  Oswego,  New  York,)  for  revenue  cutter  purjioses.  This  vessel, 
together  with  the  Winslow.  chartered  at  Buffalo  a  few  days  since,  will 
be  fitted  for  service  with  all  possible  dispatch. 
The  telegram  is  herewith  returned.  , 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

W.  P.  FESSENDEN, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No.  7. 
Mr.  Thurston  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

So.  67.]  United  States  Consulate  General, 

Montreal^  October  !>(),  1864. 

SiB:  Yesterday  afternoon,  just  after  I  had  left  the  consulate,  about 
talf  past  0  o'clock,  the  evening  paper  was  shown  me,  and  my  notice 
directed  to  an  article  announcing  that  a  paity  of  twenty  or  thirty  men 
iad  attacked  St.  Albans,  Vermont;  had  robbed  the  banks  of  one  or  two 
ioodred  thousand  dollars ;  had  also  stolen  suthcient  number  of  horses 
to  mount  them,  and  had  e8cai>ed  after  killing   several  citizens  and 
V(mnding  others.    I  could  not  credit  the  report,  and  immediately  tele- 
gnphed   to  6.  Merrill,  escj.,  superintendent  of  the  Vermont  Centnil 
niboad,  who  returned  reply  herewith  inclosed.    Judge  Aldis,  of  the 
aq>ieme  court  of  Vermont,  the  g<*ntleman  mentioned  in  the  telegram, 
ttrivM  here  at  11  o'clock  last  night.    Directly  he  arrived  we  proceeded 
to  the  hoiue  of  the  chief  of  iK)lice,  and  made  request  that  he  would  send 
a  body  of  his  police  force  to  the  l^cmtiers,  and  arrest  all  suspicions  per- 
MHis  pa88ing  into  Canada.    The  chief  declining  to  act  without  authority 
<tf  bis  saperior,  Judge  Coursol,  of  the  quarter  sessions  of  this  city,  and 
whose  jnrisdiction  embraces  also  the  district  through  which  the  i^iders 
Kust  pass  to  reach  Montreal,  invited  us  to  visit  the  judge  with  him  to 
oiytain  his  consent.    Accordingly  we   i>roceedcd   to  the  residence  of 
Judge  Conrsol,  called  him  from  his  bed,  and  laid  the  object  of  our  xisit 
More  him.    After  some  consultation.  Judge  Coursol  decided  to  proceed 
to  8t  John's,  where  he  had  a  sergeant  of  special  frontier  police  and 
Krerol  men,  taking  with  him  several  men  from  this  city  also,  and  to 
lender  all  tiie  assistance  in  his  power  to  arrest  the  raiders  if  they  attempted 
to  pass  into  Canada  on  the  cars,  either  at  St.  John's  or  beyond  it.    He 
diieeted  the  chief  of  police  to  accompany  him,  and  assured  ns  that  any- 
thing the  Canadian  authorities  could  do,  they  would,  and  most  cheerfully 
•iMi  pvompUy  render  every  aid  possible  to  aire^t  the  parties  concerned  in 
this  daring  attack,  to  rob  and  murder  the  peaceable  citizens  of  Vermont. 
Ihifl  nioniingi  at  a  quarter  before  6,  they  took  the  cars  to  St.  John's. 
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Judge  Coarsol  infonned  me  that  he  had  a  force  of  thirty  special  poliee 
distributed  along  the  frontier,  on  the  thoroughfares  and  other  places,  tit 
arrest  deserters  from  the  regiments  stationed  at  Montreal  and  Quebee; 
that,  should  it  be  necessairy,  he  would  call  in  all  his  force,  and  detafl  m 
many  men  from  the  police  force  of  Montreal,  if  it  were  required.  Wkile 
writing  this  dispatch,  a  telegram  was  brought  me,  directed  to  Judge 
Coursol,  aimouncing  that  six  of  the  robbers  of  the  banks  of  St.  Albani 
were  arrested  at  Stanbridge;  and  a  few  minutes  after,  another  telegraa 
from  Judge  Aldis,  who  returned  this  morning  with  the  other  pi^tie% 
stating  that  two  men  had  been  caught,  all  of  the  eight  having  higb 
amounts  of*  money  on  their  persons.  Among  the  number  arrested  was 
the  leader  of  this  raid.  The  details  of  this  outrage,  written  by  Jndge 
Aldis,  who  was  in  St.  Albans  when  the  raiders  made  the  attack,  I  ]u|tb 
the  honor  herewith  to  inclose,  together  with  the  telegram  received. 
The  promi)tness  with  which  Judge  Coursol  and  the  chief  of  the  police 
have  responded  to  our  request  for  assistance ;  the  kindness  and  courtew 
with  which  they  have  received  us ;  and  the  efficient  services  rendeiea, 
shows  the  detennination  of  the  Canadian  government  and  its  officiate 
to  arrest  all  offenders  under  the  treaty  against  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  cordial  good  feeling  which  they  entertain  towards  our 
government.  I  beg  to  assure  the  department  that  everything  has  beea 
done  by  the  officers  of  this  consulate  to  render  all  possible  assistance  to 
the  citizens  of  Vermont. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  THURSTON, 

United  States  CormL 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


During  the  past  two  or  three  days  a  number  of  persons,  in  all  aboui 
thirty,  came  to  St.  Albans  by  twos  and  threes,  in  the  different  trains,  and 
stopped  at  the  hotels.  They  were  dressed  like  ordinary  travelers,  and 
attracted  no  attention.  To-day,  (October  19,)  at  about  3  p.  m.,  and  a1 
the  same  moment,  parties  of  five  each  entered  the  three  banks,  and 
armed  \\ith  revolvers,  which  they  presented  at  the  heads  of  the  cashiei 
or  teller  who  were  in,  threatened  to  shoot  them  if  they  resisted  or  made 
any  noise,  and  demanded  the  money.  Resistance  was  out  of  the  question, 
for  in  one  bank  only  the  cashier  was  in,  in  another  one  teller,  and  in  the 
third  two  tellers  only.  They  robbed  the  banks  of  what  money  the* 
could  find — the  vaults  and  safes  being  open — and  took  an  amount  in  i£ 
perhaps  $150,000  or  $200,000.  While  these  i)ersons  were  robbing  th€ 
banks,  thfeir  confederates  at  the  same  time  went  to  the  hotels  and  liveij 
stables  and  seized  horses  in  order  therewith  to  escape  to  Canada.  The 
whole  matter  was  transacted  within  less  than  hour.  Of  course,  in  seiz- 
ing  the  horses  they  met  with  resistance,  for  this  had  to  be  done  openly, 
and  they  fired  a  half  dozen  shots  each  at  Mr.  Fuller,  the  livery  man,  and 
at  Mr.  Field,  the  keeper  of  the  American  hotel.  While  stealing  thi 
horses  they  also  fired  at  Mr.  Morrison'^  who  was  walking  along  peace 
ably  on  the  sidewalk  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  and  woundec 
him  in  the  groin,  it  is  feared  fatally.  They  also  shot  Mr.  Huntington 
wounding  him  in  the  hip,  and  slightly  wounded  another.  As  soon  » 
they  had  got  together  horses  enough,  they  left  for  the  north,  taking  Hm 
road  by  way  of  Sheldon,  (where  it  is  supposed  they  intended  to  rob  th< 
Missisquoi  biuik,)  and  thence  probably  by  Franklin  to  Pigeon  Hill,  or  t 


BEBEL  OPEBATIONS  FROM  CANADA.  45 

« 

ghsburgy  in  Canada.    Tbey  all  came  from  Canada,  so  far  as  their 

als  cau  be  traced.    On  the  plank  road,  about  a  mile  north  of  St. 

nSy  tbey  shot  a  young  girl  by  the  roadside.    They  threatened  to 

the  depot  and  other  buildings,  but  probably  felt  that  delays  were 

erous. 

ere  was  scarcely  a  g^n  or  pistol  in  the  village;  but  in  about  half 

>ar  after  they  left,  twelve  or  fifteen  of  our  citizens,  who  succeeded 

^tting  guns,  went  in  pursuit  of  them.    When  about  half  way  to 

ion,  they  were  heard  of  as  being  within  about  a  mile  of  the  robbers. 

to  be  hoped  they  were  overtaken  there, 

me  of  the  leaders  appeared  to  be  disposed  to  commit  no  greater 

iges  than  robbing  the  banks ;  others  seemed  to  be  despermloes — 

ches  ready  for  any  crfme,  and  bent  on  wanton  murder. 

le  banks  have  offered  a  reward  of  ten  thousand  dollars. 


'ermont  and  Boston  Telegraph  Company — Office  38  St.  Francois  Xavicr  street.] 

MONTEEAL,  October  19, 18C4. 

(By  telegraph  from  St.  Albans,  Vermont.) 

adge  Aldis  left  here  on  express  train  to-night  for  Montreal.  The 
lere,  some  twenty  or  twenty-flve  men,  have  collected  here  within  a 
daygi.  Had  evidently  laid  their  plans;  simultaneously  entered  and 
bed  the  three  banks  of  from  one  hundred  to  two  hundred  thousand 
lars:  seized  horses  and  saddles  enough  to  mount  the  party,  shooting 
persons  who  resisted,  and  started  for  Sheldon,  probably  to  rob  the 
ik  there,  and  then  escax>e  to  Canada.  They  were  pursued  by  a  party 
citizens,  on  horseback,  armed. 

G.  MERKILL,  8u])erintendent, 
).  Thukston, 

United  States  Vice-Cansul  Oeiieral. 


Tennont  and  Boston  Telegraph  Company — Office  38  St.  Francois  Xavier  street.] 

Montreal,  October  20, 1864. 

(  By  telegraph  from  St.  Albans.) 

to  David  Thurston,  Vice- Consul: 

W%  have  arrested  two  of  the  robbers  on  tliis  side  of  the  line,  and  have 
an  in  jail,  with  considerable  money  on  tlieir  persons.  Six  more  have 
in  taken  at  Stanbridge,  or  Frelighsburg,  among  them  their  leader, 
i  about  $50^000  of  the  money.  Tlio  whole  country  both  sides  of  the 
e  is  alive  with  zeal  to  arrest  them.  Our  governor,  too,  much  i)leased 
hear  the  Canadian  authorities  so  promx)t. 

A.  O.  ALDIS. 


Ko.  11. 
Colonel  Van  Buren  to  Mr.  Seward. 

s 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  East, 

Netc  Ymlc  City.  October  26,  18C4. 

tal:  By  direction  of  Major  General  Dix,  I  have  the  honor  to  forsvard 
foa  the  .accompany ing  copies  of  report  of  the  acting  assistant  provost 
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marslial  general  at  Brattleboro',  Yermont,  having  reference  to  ti 
All>ans  raid. 

I  am,  sir,  very  re8pectftilly,your  obedient  servant. 

D.  T.  VAN  BUE 


No.  12. 
[Extract  of  report  from  Major  Anstine  to  (General  Dix.] 

Provost  Marshal's  Office, 
Battleboro^  Vermont,  October  23, 1^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  received  the  inclosed  telegrao 
p.  m.,  cA  the  19th  instant.  At  once  I  collected  about  a  hundrec 
valeacents  and  thirty  of  the  Vermont  reserve  corps,  with  two  ol 
from  the  general  hospital  here,  and  left  at  9  p.  m.,  (the  earliest  tr: 
be  had,)  arriving  at  St  Albans  (the  place  of  residence  of  the  govi 
a  distance  of  two  hundred  miles)  at  8  o'clock  the  next  morning.  1 1 
that  about  4  p.  m.  the  previous  day  about  twenty-fiVe  men  from  Ca 
armed  with  two  revolvers  each,  had  suddenly  entered  the  three  1 
of  the  town  and  robbed  them  of  over  two  hundred  thousand  dc 
mortally  wounding  one  citizen  and  seriously  wounding  another ; 
then  seized  a  number  of  horses  and  made  their  escape,  tlfe  whole 
occupying  less  than  half  an  hour.  The  citizens  were  utterly  para 
by  the  boldness  and  suddenness  of  the  attack.  Soon  after  an  ex-ca 
of  volunteers,  with  a  few  citizens,  started,  mounted,  in  pursuit, 
robbers,  in  their  retreat,  tried  to  enter  the  bank  at  Sheldon,  but 
unsuccessful.  In  both  places  they  made  abortive  attempts  to  bur 
buildings.  They  were  pursued  into  Canada.  After  reaching  the 
tier,  supposing  themselves  safe,  they  became  less  vigilant,  and  i 
this  date  some  twelve  of  them  have  been  captured  and  lodged  in  Ct 
jails.  About  seventy-flve  thousand  dollars  were  recover^.  No  c 
or  soldier  of  our  government  violated  any  of  the  laws  existing  bet 
the  two  countries.  The  telegram  to  the  governor  ttom  your  head 
ters,  forwarded  by  a  messenger  from  St.  Albans  by  Lieutenant  C( 
Burton^  (late  11th  Vermont,  acting  under  State  orders,)  was  receive 
the  ex-captain  about  the  time  he  had  completed  the  pursuit.  Fii 
that  they  were  all  in  Canada,  and  had  dispersed,  and  that  the  Can; 
authorities  had  taken  the  matter  in  hand,  I  deemed  it  useless  to  pr 
with  the  men  to  the  line.  Learning  that  some  of  the  robbers  were 
ceeding  towards  St.  John's,  I  sent  Major  Barstow,  a  discreet  ex< 
of  the  8th  Vermont,  (acting  under  State  authority,)  there  to  c 
with  the  mjgor  relative  to  their  arrest.  The  authorities  ov  er  th( 
have  showh  every  disposition  to  capture  the  robbers,  and  at  all  the : 
views  with  our  officials  I  learn  that  they  have  been  very  cour  teoufi 
well  disposed. 

Certain  deserters  of  the  Vermont  regiments  are  supiK)sed  to  be  ai 
the  robbers  j  in  fact,  one  was  recognized  by  a  soldier  on  furlough  i 
town. 

I  strongly  recommend  to  the  select  men  of  the  border  towns 
once  organize  all  the  able-bodied  men,  with  a  suitable  chief,  for 
protection,  ^ach  man  to  receive  a  musket  and  ammunition.  Many  t 
have  adopted  the  plan,  and  the  governor  promises  to  carry  out  the  m 
mendation.  He  has  an  abundance  of  arms  and  ammunition  for  c 
bution.  From  all  I  can  learn,  deserters  and  confederates  made  n 
party^  under  instructions  from  active  rebel  agents  in  Canada^  and  I 
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Dt  be  surprised  to  hear  of  other  outrages  along  the  line  before  the  presi- 
deDtial  election  comes  off.  The  decision  of  the  Canadian  authorities  in 
flte  present  cases  will  be  of  great  importance  to  the  rebels  in  their  midst 
as  to  fhtnre  oi>erations. 

The  governor  has  grave  apprehensions  as  to  the  future  peace  of  the 
frontier,  considering  the  great  number  of  deserters  and  rebels  now  near 
tbe  Une,  and  is  exceedingly  anxious  for  as  much  military  protection  as 
the  government  can  afford  at  the  present  time. 

W.  AUSTINE, 
Major  United  States  Army^ 
Assistant  Adjutant  Pravost  Marshal  General 

and  Military  Commander. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  East^ 

New  York  City^  October  26, 1864. 
Official: 

D.  T.  VA]5^  BUEEN, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant  OetieraL 

Bcspectfnlly  furnished  for  information  of  the  Hon.  W.  H.  Seward, 
Secretory  of  State,  Washington,  D.  O. 

JOH]^  A.  DIX, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


No.  13. 
The  Ooremor  of  Vermant  to  Major  Austine. 

[Telegram.]  • 

ToHnjor  AXTSTmE,  BraitleboroU 

MonTtelier,  Vermont,  October  19, 1864. 

Send  here  all  your  available  force  armed  and  with  ordnance  stores, 
tf  special  train  at  once.  Order  the  express  train  to  let  them  throujyh. 
«bel8  have  invaded  St.  Albans,  have  robbed  all  the  banks,  and  killed 
several  citizens.    Don't  delay. 

J.  G.  SMITH, 
Governor  of  Vermont. 
OfBcial: 

D.  T.  VAN  BUREN, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 


^  1164.J  .     Depart:vient  op  State, 

Washing/ton^  November  29,  1864 

8lB:  The  inclosed  copy  of  a  commnnicatiou  of  the  2ath  instant,  from 
»6  War  Department,  is  transmitted  to  you  with  a  view  to  a  proper  rep- 
'^BKntation  being  adores^d  by  you  to  Earl  Kussell  in  regard  to  the  sub- 
ieet  to  wlueli  it  diififly  x^tes,  namely,  the  existence  and  movements  of 
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an  organized  body  of  enemies  of  the  United  States  at  Marysl 
Prince  Edward's  County,  Canada. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEW. 
Ohables  Fbangis  Adams,  Esq.,  i&c,  <£rc.,  dtc. 

[For  inclosures  see  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, '. 
December  22, 1864,  post] 


Mr.  Setvard  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  of  State, 
♦  Washingtonj  November  29, 

My  Loed  :  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the 
copy  of  a  communication  of  the  25th  inst«ant,  from  the  War  Dep? 
giving  a  copy  of  a  report  of  the  22d  instant  from  Major  General 
regard  to  the  existence  of  a  military  organization  of  insurgent  f 
from  the  United  States  in  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  loi 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.^EW 

Right  Hon.  LoBD  Lyons,  cfcc,  cfcc,  &c. 

[For  inclosures  see  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, '. 
December  22, 1864,  post] 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Setcard. 

* 

•  Washington,  December  5, 

SiE :  With  reference  to  my  note  to  you  of  the  23d  ultimo,  rel 
the  alleged  schemes  of  so-called  confederate  agents  in  Canada 
the  United  States,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  a 
dispatch  from  the  governor  general  of  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yo 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

For  LORD  LYONS, 
J.  HUME  BURN 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  cfic,  dc,  cfcc. 


•  Viscount  MoncJc  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Quebec,  November  30, 

My  Loud  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoi 
lency's  dispatch  of  November  23,  and  its  inclosures,  relative  to  the 
schemes  of  so-called  confederates  in  Canada  against  the  United 
and,  in  reply,  I  beg  to  assure  your  excellency  that  the  matter  shall 
the  earnest" attention  of  the  government  of  Canada. 
I  have,  &c., 

MO 
Lord  Lyons,  c£*e.,  cErc,  d*c. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams, 

R1183.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  December  0,  1864. 

8iB:  You  will  receive  herewith  a  copy  of  intercepted  coiTe8i)ondence, 
fbich  will  be  fonnd  to  8upi)ort  the  protests  you  have  been  instructed  to 
olfertoher  Majesty's  government  against  the  use  of  the  British  provinces 
on  oar  border  as  a  base  for  aggression,  robb(»ry',  and  murder. 

The  original  papers  are  in  my  hands.  We  know  that  they  are  genu- 
ine. You  will  use  them  as  shall  seem  expedient.  They  are  preceded  by 
eitracts  fi-om  a  report  of  Major  General  Augur,  by  whom  the  bearer  of 
tiic  illicit  correspondence  was  arrested.  That  report  describes  the  in- 
tercepted correspondence.  * 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  n.  SP]WARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dr.,  (£t.,  &c. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Washinoton, 

22d  Army  Corps, 
Washington,  JD.  0.,  Xovember  12,  18G4. 

In  conjunction  with  Colonel  Wells  I  have  examined  the  papers  found 
upon  his  person,  and  herewith  transmit  them  for  the  consideration  of 
tie  War    Department.     They  are    as    follows,  viz:    Two    envelopes 
iDd  iuclosures.      The  first  of  these  envelopes  has  no  address  writ- 
ten upon  it,  but  bears  upon  its  reverse  a  seal  in  red  wax,  impressed 
•pparently  by  an  ordinary  signet-ring.    Though  the  wax  has  been  some- 
what broken,  the  letters  C.  C.  C,  jr.,  or  the  main  portions  thereof,  can  be 
*iade  out.    This  enveloi>e  contains  two  inclosnres.    The  fii-st  is  a  letter 
^D  a  single  sheet  of  white  note-pai>er,  of  a  very  thin  descnption,  like 
the  envelope  which  contains  it.    This  letter  ia^  dated  St.  Catharine's, 
Oinadu  West,  and  is  addressed  to  "  My  Dear  (xinnie."    It  is  also  marked 
Xa  20  at  its  head,  but  has  no  signature.    At  the  bottom  of  the  fourth 
page  is  a  sort  of  postscript,  marked  H.  L.  C,  and  urging  that  an  imme- 
ili^  answer  should  be  sent.    There  is  also  post(Kl  at  the  head  of  the 
note  a  "Personal,"  cut  from  some  newspaper,  addressed  to  ''Mrs.  Caro- 
ine  V.  Trat^y,"  and  signed  "  T.  E.  Lacy." 
The  second  indosure  in  this  envelope  is  a  letter  written  upon  one  and  a 
lalf  sheet  of  tliin  blue  letter-paper,  also  dated  at ''  St.  Cathanne's,  Oanada 
Test^ !N^ovember  1,"  addressed  to  the  "Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  st»cretary 
fstate,  Richmond,  Va."    It  relates  to  the  recent  attjick  uf>on  St.  Albans, 
ermont;  and  also  to  one  Cai)tain  Cole,  a  rebel  officer,  captured  on  the 
nited  States  steamer  Michigan,  and  appeals  to  the  confederate  gov- 
nment  to  recognize  and,acknowledge  the  acts  of  these  parties.    This 
wt  envelope  and  its  two  iuclosures  I  have  marked  letter  A.    The  second 
irelope  is  also  of  thin  white  paper,  but  bears  neither  seal  nor  address, 
contains  three  inclosure«;  first  a  thin  piece  of  blank  blue  i>aper  cover- 
g  two  letters.    The  first  of  these  letters  is  dated  "  October  31, 1864," 
UJioat  the  name  of  the  place  at  which  it  was  written.    It  is  addressed 
;  the  top,  "  My  Own  Dearest,"  and  is  signed,  "Your  devoted  husband," 
it  without  the  name  of  the  writer. 

This  letter,  as  well  as  its  companion  in  the  same  envelope,  is  written 
Km  thin  Uoe  letter-paper,  precisely  like  that  contained  in  the  envelope 
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marked  A.  Tlie  other  letter  in  this  second  envelope  bears  neither  d^ 
nor  address  at  the  top,  but  is  headed,  "Extract  from  the  proposition  of 

,  sent  forward.''    It  rehites  to  the  proposition  of  a  party  in  the 

Unit4?d  States  to  furnish  provisions  for  the  rebel  army,  on  the  Miiwb- 
sippi  River,  and  at  phM;e«  within  General  Butler's  department.  Tbe 
second  enveloi>e  and  its  inclosures  I  have  marked  B. 

I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  C.  ALTGUR, 
Major  Getieral  Commnnding* 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 


[Copied  from  a  presscxl  copy  that  is  iu  mauy  places  illegible.] 

A. 
[1864— No.  20.] 
St.  Catharine's,  C.  W.,  Tuesday^  Novemher  L 

[Printt'd  advertisement  pasted  on.] 

^frs.  Caroline  V.  Tracy,  care  of  Major  Cowan,  Macon,  Ga. :  Don't  8ail  or 
.ioiii  me  unk'»«  T.awwni  wiyn  I  must  stay.  I  hope  to  return  in  November.  I  have 
written  weekly.    None  from  you  since  .rum?  :W.    Have  seen  Jennie. 

T.  E.  LACY. 

(Richmond  Enquirer  and  Macon  Telegraph  ])Iea8e  copy.) 

31 Y  Dear  Ginnie  :  I  tun  disappointed,  mortified,  and  distressed,  and 
almost  dead  this  morning  at  receiving  not  one  line  from  yon  or  any  kin 
in  Dixie.  It  is  8  o'clock  a.  m.  I  arose  an  lunir  ago,  dressed,  and  wert 
to  the  post  office  for  letters,  as  our  mail  from  Halifax  wa.s  due.  I  retained 
vn\h  three  for  Bev.  Tucker,  from  his  wife,  of  13th,  2()th,  and  30th  ulL 
one  from  his  daughter,  andtwo  from  friends — -six  letters  from  home;  and 
thus  it  has  been  ever  since  I  reached  here.  He  get«  his  regular  ma3} 
with  three  or  more  letters  from  his  wife  and  as  many  from  others.  Vst 
received  one  letter  from  Lawson  and  two  from  you  since  1  reached 
€anada,  the  last  dated  30th  June.  Tliese  are  all  I  have  got  since  in 
Canada;  and  six  letters  from  you  since  leaving  you  six  months  ago  are 
all  ever  received.  Now,  am  I  not  encouraged  to  write  and  to  write  ofieD 
by  tender  appeals  or  monitions  for  intelligence  of  me  ?  Am  I  not  repaid 
for  writing  regularly  every  wi^ek  or  ten  days  to  you,  determined  to  tato 
every  chance  of  communicating  with  you  ?  The  only  thing  1  liavB 
heiUHl  i'rom  you,  save  through  others,  since  yoius  of  30th  June,  which 
reaxjhed  me  15th  September,  wasyourpcrsonalof  20th  September,  whid 
rea<5hed  me  at  Quebec,  where  I  had  gone  on  business  on  13th  December. 
1  immediately  •  inclosed  to  Jennie  my  answer  to  it  and  $10  to  pay  fiff 
yours  and  nunc.  It  will  not,  however,  iippear  in  the  News  till  29th 
"October.  I  know  not  what  was  then  ad<lressed  to  Caroline  Tracy.  I 
inclose  it ;  but  you  will  get  it  and  understand.  I  have  also  since  sent 
.iipersonsil  to  Colonel  II.  L.  Clay,  which  1  hope  he  and  you  will  see,  in- 
quiring, '*  Can  I  return  at  once  f  If  not,  let  my  wife  come  to  me  bj 
tiag-of-truce  boat,  via  Washington  City,  if  she  can ;  but  not  othen^'iac' 
I  was  suquised  and  distressed  by  your  personal.  As  I  told  you,  th6 
president  did  not  expect  me  to  stay  longer  than  the  early  part  of  tiiis 
month,  and  you  knew  it  would  rccpiire  quite  a  month,  under  favorabte 
'  circiunstances,  to  get  to  me.  I  could  not  understand  why  you  should 
come  to  mo  to  go  back  immediately.  1  inferred  either  that  you  had 
learned  1  was  to.  stay  all  winter,  or  that  you  did  not  hear  from  me,  Of 
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at  some  fresh  affliction  had  come  upon  yon,  that  made  you  fed  like 
ring:  to  me  for  comfoit.  Oh,  what  anxiety  and  susiKMise  I  have  endured ! 
oney  cannot  conpensate  for  it.  If  1  couhl  only  have  had  a.  i)ersonal 
en-  two  weeks  of  about  two  words  only — all  icell — I  should  have  lH*en 
lite  cheerftd.  As  it  is,  in  utt^^r  ignorance  of  the  condition  of  her  1  love 
?«,  whether  living  or  dead,  sick  or  well,  in  comfort  or  in  want,  con- 
•utwl  or  miserable,  I  c^nniot  but  feel  dis^iuietcnl  aii<l  anxious,  and  rather 
nhappy.  God  lorrant  ycm  and  all  my  dear  kin  life,  health,  (»onifort,  and 
intent,  until  we  meet  again  on  earth,  is  my  daily  and  nightly  pray(*r. 
1  «eut  you  immediately  after  getting  your  letter  by  Kev.  Tucker  all  the 
rticles  you  wi-ote  for,  and  sevei*al  more  for  yourst^lf,  dear  Ix^stia,  and 
latt.  They  reache<i  Halifax,  were  sent  by  the  Ellen,  which  got  into 
he  port  of  Wibnington,  and  I  therefore  trust  have  been  long  since 
lelivered  to  you  by  the  express  comi)any,  by  whom  they  were  to  be 
arried  thence.  I  also  sent  a  magnilicent  fan,  a  present  from  (ieorge 
s.  Saudei's,  and  two  very  sui>erior  pairs  of  winter  shoes,  some  six  or 
ight  weeks  since.  I  again  sent  y<m,  about  two  weeks  ago,  a  package 
»f  flannel,  Balmoral,  dresses,  stockings,  gloves,  collars,  cuffs,  &c.,  among 
Lem  the  lx»8t  black  silk  1  could  find  here.  Accompanying  each  1  have 
mtten  to  you  at  length.  The  last  was  the  most  valuable  of  the  i)a<*k- 
ges  sent.  I  hope  you  have  got  them  all  and  enjoy  them  v(»ry  much. 
k»me  of  these  last  articles  were  for  dear  Lt»stia,  as  you  will  se(»,  if  they 
ver  reach  you.  I  shall  send  this  by  an  underground  railroad,  addressed 
oL'iw8on,  who  will  open,  read,  and  forward  t^)  you  forthwith.  1  hope, 
DO,  if  in  Georgia,  he  will  telegraph  you^  on  receipt  of  letter^  that  he  has  it, 
\attkey  are  irellj  and  that  he  han  for  tear  (led  it  by  avpress  ;  for  T  miHtrmt 
\e  mails.  My  health  continues  very  good,  notwithstan<lin«L,  my  anxiety 
addistre^,  and  1  certainly  look  l)(»tt(»r  than  for  many  years.     I  intend, 

'am  not  instnicted  to  i-emain,  to  leave  here  for  Halifax  by  the 

JStant  at  farthest,  and  to  try  my  best  to  \ti^\  to  you  as  soon  as  i)ossible. 
»nt  Wilmington  is  so  closely  blockaded  now  tha  it  is  very  hard  to  get 
i,and  I  may  Ik?  captured  in  trying  to  do  so;  and  if  Fisher  and  Caswell 
retaken,  or  the  enemy  get  over  th(»  bar  with  war  vessels,  1  may  have 

» jjo  to  Galveston,  Texas,  or  even  to ,  and  across  the  Kio  Grande, 

fWcli  may  reijuire  some  months  ere  ycm  can  hear  from  me.  1  think  1 
hall  try  Wilmington,  if  any  blockade  nuiner  ventures  in  after  1  get  to 
lalifax.  If  it  is  desired  that  1  stay  here  through  the  winter,  you  must 
ly  and  get  a  safe  conduct  and  come  to  me  by  Hag  of  truce  through  the 
ignited  States.  I  cannot  endure  the  thought  of  living  till  si)ring  without 
•oa,  I  tnist  I  shall  get  an  answer  to  my  personal  to  Lawson  from  him 
aring,  "  You  can  retnrnyov  "  Yon  muattttay,'**  so  as  to  settle  my  purpose, 
lake  says  he  will  stay  till  March ;  but  1  won't,  unless  desired  by  the 
President.  Something  may  turn  ui)  to  change  my  views.  1  trust  Law- 
'on  will  receive  this  by  the  bearer,  sealing  it  as  this  is,  so  as  to  show  if 
thaKl)een  tampered  with.  I  write  on  this  thin  paper,  and  put  in  as  thin 
Ui  envelope,  and  seal]  with  a  friend's  seal,  (C.  (J.  C,  Jr.)  Let  Lawson 
ttv  what  Si*al  he  puts  on  the  answ(»r,  and  urge  the  secretiiry  to  give  the 
5«tfer  their  answers  as  soon  as  possible.  L.'s  answ(»r  need  not  be  signed 
^him,  and  may  l>e  addressed  to  Bevins  Giles,  St.  Catharine's,  C  W. 
W,  I  am  sure  you  have  written  tx)  me  at  least  twice  a  month.  Try 
lovr  personals  and  letters  one  page  long,  by  flag  of  truce,  to  Mrs.  K.  E. 
3oie,  (wife  of  our  friend,)  Poughkeei>sie,  New  York,  and  sign  your  name 
li«tinctly,  Caroline  V.  Tracy,  so  that  ^Irs.  Coxe  may  know  who  you  are. 
SRth  love  to  you  and  my  kin  and  senants,  (?)  and  invoking  God's  bless- 
ngon  you  alf,  lam,  as  ever,  yours,  with  more  love  and  reverence*  than 
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should -be  given  to  any  earthly  (?reature.    Farewell — I  hope  not  a  long 
farewell — my  precious,  darling  Ginnie. 

H.  L.  C. : 

Hand  the^^ithin  as  directed  immediately,  and  send  answer  of  secretaiy 
within  twenty-four  hours  from  delivery. 


St.  Catharine's,  C.  W.,  November  1, 1864. 

Sir  :  You  have  doubtless  learned  through  the  pre^ss  of  the  United 
States  of  the  raid  on  St.  Albans,  Vermont,  by  about  twenty-live  confed- 
erate soldiers,  nearly  all  of  them  escaped  i)risoners,  led  by  Lieutenant 
Bennett  H.  Young;  of  their  attempt  and  faibire  to  bum  the  town,  and 
of  the  robbery  of  three  banks  there  of  the  aggregate  amoiuit  of  about 
$180,000 ;  of  their  an-est  in  Canada  by  United  States  forces,  their  com- 
mitment, and  the  pending  preliminary  trial.    There  are  twelve  or  four- 
teen  of  the  twenty-five  who  have  been  arn»sted,  and  who  are  now  in 
prison  at  Montreal,  where  the  trial  for  commitment  for  extradition  is 
now  [)rogressing.    A  letter  from  Hon.  J.  J.  M.  Abbott,  the  leading  coon- 
sel  for  the  prisoners,  dated  Montreal,  28th  October,  says  to  me:  "We?' 
(prisoners'  counsel)  "all  think  it  (piite  clear  that  the  facts  will  not  just- 
ify a  commitment  for  extradition  under  the  law  as  it  stands;  and  weoon- 
ceive  the  strength  of  our  position  to  consist  in  the  documents  we  hold 
establishing  the  authority  of  the  rai<lers  from  the  Confeilerate  States 
government.    But  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  authority  might  l)e  made 
more  explicit  than  it  is,  in  so  far  as  regards  the  particular  acts  com- 
plained of;  and  1  presume  the  confederate  government  will  consider  it 
to  l>e  their  duty  to  recognize  officially  the  acts  of  Lieutenant  Young  and 
his  party,  and  will  find  me<ans  to  convey  such  r(H?ognition  to  the  prison- 
ers here  in  such  a  form  as  can  be  proven  before  our  courts.    If  this  were 
accompanied  or  followed  by  a  demand  upon  our  government  that  the 
prisoners  be  set  at  liberty,  I  think  a  good  effect  would  be  proiluoedy 
although,  probably,  the  api)lication  would  not  be  received  by  the  aath(ff- 
ities.    There  will  be  at  least  a  fortnight's  time,  and  probably  more, 
expended  in  the  examination  of  witnesses,  so  that  there  will  be  plenty 
of  time  for  anything  that  may  be  thought  advisable  to  be  done  in  behalf 
of  the  prisoners."    I  met  Mr.  Young  at  Halifax,  on  my  way  here,  in  May 
last.    He  showed  me  letters  from  ni(»n  wliom  I  knew  by  re])utation  to  be 
true  friends  of  State   rights,  and  therefore  of  southern  independenoey 
vouching  for  his  integrity  as  a  man,  his  j)iety  as  a  (/hristian,  and  his  loy- 
alty as  a  soldier  of  tlie  South.    Aft(*r  satisfying  me  that  his  heart  was 
with  us  in  our  stniggle,  and. that  he  had  suffered  imprisonment  for  many 
months  as  a  soldier  of  the  Confederate  States,  from  which  he  had  escaped| 
he  developed  his  i)lans  for  ivtaliating  some  of  the  injuries  and  outrages 
inflicted  upon  the  South.    I  thought  them  feasilde  and  fully  warranted 
by  the  law  of  nations,  and  therefore  recommended  him  and  his  plans  to 
the  secretary  of  war.     He  was  sent  back  by  the  st^cretary  of  war  with  a 
commission  as  second  lieutenant,  to  execute  his  plans  and  purposes,  but 

rei>ort  to  Hon.  and   myself.     We  prevented  his  achieving  or 

attempting  what  I  am  sure  he  could  have  done  for  us,  and  which  may  he 
I'uUy  explained  hereafter.  Finally,  disappointed  in  his  original  purpose, 
and  in  all  the  subsequent  enterprises  projected,  he  purposwl  to  return  to 
the  Ccmfederate  States,  rea  Halifax,  but  x)assing  thmugh  the  New  Eng- 
land States  and  burning  some  towns  and  robbing  them  of  whatever  he 
could  convert  to  the  me  of  the  confederate  government 
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This  I  approved  as  justifiable  retaliation.  TTe  attempted  to  bum  the 
towu  of  St^  Albans,  Vermont,  and  would  have  suecc^eded  but  for  the  fail- 
ure of  the  ehemieal  i)reparatious  with  whieh  he  was  anued.  Believin*^ 
the  town  was  already  fired  in  several  i)laees,  and  must  be  destroyed,  he 
then  roblied  the  banks  of  all  the  funds  he  couhl  find,  nmountin^  to  niore 
iiau  1200,000.  That  he  wa,s  not  promptt»d  by  si^lfish  or  mereenary 
notivi'S,  and  that  he  did  not  intend  to  convert  the  fuiuls  takcMi  to  his 
)wii  nse,  but  to  that  of  the  Confederate  States,  I  am  as  well  satisfied  as 
lam  that  he  is  an  honest  man,  a  true  soldier,  and  ]>atriot ;  and  no  one 
irhokuows  him  will  question  his  title  to  this  eharact(»r.  lb*  assure<l  me, 
)efore  going  on  the  raid,  that  his  etfoits  would  be  to  <lestroy  towns  and 
anu-honses,  not  to  i)lunder  or  rob ;  but,  he  said,  if,  after  tirinjr  a  town, 
lesawhe  could  take  funds  fnmi  a  bank,oranytliin«i:  whi4*h  mi^ht  inflict 
HJuiy  on  the  enemy  and  benefit  his  own  government,  he  would  do  so. 
le  added,  most  emphatie^dly,  that  whatever  he  took  should  be  tunuMl 
»ver  to  the  government  or  its  repres^'utatives  in  foreign  lands.  My 
mtnictions  to  him,  oft-repeated,  were,  "  to  d(»stroy  whatev(»r  was  valu- 
ible — not  to  stop  to  rob;  but  if,  after  tiring  a  town,  he  coul<l  seize?  and 
:any  off  money  or  treasury  or  bank  notes,  he  had  a  right  to  <lo  so,  \i\Hm 
condition  that  they  wen^  delivered  to  the  proper  authorities  of  the  (.V)n- 
ederate  States."  That  they  were  not  delivenMl  accoi-ding  to  his  [)romise 
ud  intention  was  owing,  I  am  sure,  to  the  failure  of  his  chemical  com- 
K)und  to  fire  the  town,  and  to  the  cai)ture  of  himself  and  ukmi  on  Cana- 
lian  soil,  where  l)eing  surprised  and  overi)OW4»red  by  superior  numbers 
from  the  United  States.  On  showing  me  his  commission  and  his  instruc- 
tions from  Mr.  Seddon,  which  were  of  coursi*  vague  and  indefinite,  he  said 
lie  was  authorized  to  do  all  the  damage  he  could  to  the  enemy  in  the  way 
9f  retaliation.  If  this  be  true,  it  seems  to  m(»  the  ('onfedc^ate  States  gov- 
ernment should  not  hesitate  to  avow  his  act  was  fully  authorized  as  war- 
rantable retaliation.  If  the  government  do  not  assunu*  the  resjionsibility 
of  tliis  raid,  I  think  Lieutenant  Young  and  his  men  will  be  given  up  to 
the  United  States  authorities.  If  so,  1  fear  the  exas[>erate(l  aiul  alarnu'd 
people  of  Vermont  >\ill  excite  cruel  and  snmmary  vengeance  upon  them 
before  they  rt^ach  the  priscm  of  St.  Albans. 

The  sympathies  of  nine-tenths  of  the  Cana<lians  are  with  Young  ami 
Ms  men — a  majority  of  all  the  news[)apers  justify  or  excuse  his  aet  as 
merely  retaliation — and  they  desire  only  tlu»  autliority  of  the  ('onfe<h*- 
Wte  iStates  government  for  it  to  resist  their  extradition.  The  refusal  of 
extradititm  is  fully  wan-jinted  by  the  like  course  of  the  United  States 
in  many  eases  cited  lately  in  the  (Canadian  papers,  whi<*h  I  cannot  now 
tei)eat,  but  which  you  can  readily  find.  The  refusal  of  extradition  would 
l»eof  a  sjdutary  i>olitical  inttm^nce,  it  is  thought,  both  in  tlu»l>ritish  pro- 
^nees  and  in  England.  I  cannot  now  explain  why.  I  trust,  theretore, 
for  the  sake  not  only  of  the  brave  sohliers  who  attempte<l  this  daring 
exploit,  which  has  causetl  a  panic  throughout  the  T'nit^Ml  States  bonler- 
iogon  Canada,  and  the  organization  of  forces  to  resist,  as  well  as  the 
»ri)itraryaud  tyraiuious  order  of  (ien(»ral  D'w  touching  the  coming  jnvsi- 
lential  deetion,  but  for  the  sake  of  our  cause  and  country,  that  the 
President  will  sissume  the  responsibility  of  the  act  of  Lieuti  aant  Ben- 
pettH.  Young,  and  that  you  will  signify  it  in  such  form  as  will  entitle 
it  to  admission  as  evidence  in  the  pending  trial. 

I  send  the  special  messenger  who  bears  this  that  your  answer  may  be 
!»onght  back  by  him  within  ten  days,  or  by  the  Uth  instant.  The  flnal 
jnd^ent  can  and  will  be  postponed  for  the  action  of  the  Confederate 
States  government  as  long  as  i)ossible — (certainly  for  ten  days. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  case  of 
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Captain  Charles  H,  Cole,  anotlier  escai)ed  prisoner  of  General  Forregf* 
command,  who  was  taken  about  six  weeks  since  in  the  Michigan,  (the 
federal  war  steamer  on  Lake  P]rie,)  and  is  charged  with  an  attempt  at 
piracy,  (for  attempting  to  capture  the  vessel,)  with  being  a  spy,  &<!. 
The  fact  is,  that  he  ]n'ojected  and  came  very  near  executing  a  plan  far 
th(»  capture  of  that  vessel  and  the  rescue  of  the  prisoners  on  JohntwD^s 
Ishiiul.  He  failed  only  bec'aust*  of  th(»  return  of  the  captain  (Carter)  of 
the  Michigan  a  day  sooner  than  exj)ected,  and  the  l>etrayal  (in  conse* 
(pience  of  C.'s  return)  of  the  entire  i)lot.  The  only  i>lausible  ground  fw 
charging  him  with  being  a  spy  is  that  he  was  in  Sandusky,  on  Johnson's 
Ishunl,  and  on  the  Michigan  frequently,  without  having  on  his  person 
the  confdHlerate  uniform,  but  wearing  the  dress  of  a  private  citizen.  Mr. 

and  I  have  addi^essed  a  letter  to  the  commandant  at  Johnsou^ 

Island,  jn'otesting  against  his  being  treated  as  a  spy,  for  the  following 
reasons:  "  That  he  was  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States  as  a  prifr 
oiwr  against  his  ccmsent;  that  he  esca])ed  by  changing  his  garb;  that 
he  had  no  confederate  uniform  when  he  visitcnl  Sandusky,  Johnscm^ 
Island,  and  the  Michigan ;  that  he  did  not  ^isit  them  as  an  emissary  froB 
the  Confederate  States;  that,  whatever  he  conceived,  he  had  not  exe- 
cuted anything;  that  he  had  conveyed  no  infonnation  to  his  govern- 
ment, and  did  not  contemi)late  conveying  any  information  to  the  gor- 
ernment.'^  His  trial  has  been  postponed.  I  know  not  why,  or  for  what 
time.  His  (»xchang(»  should  be  projiosed,  and  notice  given  that  any  pun- 
ishment inflicted  on  him  will  be  retaliated  upon  an  otheer  of  equal  rank. 
He  is  a  very  brave  an<l  daring  soldier,  Jind  patriotic,  and  deserves  the 
l)rot(»ction  of  his  government. 

1  wrote  to  you  on  the  14th  June,  to  the  President  25tli  June,  and  to 
you  on  lith  August  and  ll^th  Se])tember  last.     I  tnist  you   received 

those  letters.     Mr. (who  I  see  has  gotten  into  the  (.'Onfedenite 

States)  has  doubtless  explained  things  here.  I  have  never  remveda 
line  from  you  or  any  person  ex<*epting  my  brother  at  Kichmond.  I  have 
not  change<l  the  vi(»ws  expressiMl  in  my  former  communications.  All  thai 
a  large  portitm  of  the  northern  pcoph\  esiMH'ially  in  the  northwest,  want 
to  n»sist  the  despotism  at  Washington  is  a  latdrr.  They  are  ripe  ft* 
resistance,  and  it  may  come  soon  after  the  prettidential  elect hn.  At  all 
events  it  must  come,  if  our  arndes  are  n(>t  overct)me  and  destroyed  or 
dispersed.  No  ])eo[)le  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  blood  can  long  endure  the 
usurpations  and  tyrannies  Of  Lincoln.  DenuK'nits  are  more  hated  Iw 
modern  republicans  than  southern  rebels,  and  will  Ik*  as  much  outraged 
and  i)ersecuted  if  Lincoln  is  r(»-eleet<»d.  Tliev  must  vield  to  a  cruel  and 
disgraceful  des]»otism  or  fight.     Tliey  iW\  it  and  know  it. 

1  do  not  see  that  I  can  achieve  anything  by  remaining  longer  in  thie 
province:  and,  unh*ss  instructed  to  stav,  shall  leave  here  bv  the 20th 
instant  lor  Halifax,  and  take  my  <-hanees  for  ninning  the  blockade,  u 
1  am  to  stay  till  s[Hing,  1  wish  my  wife  to  join  ^ne,  under  flag  of  tmc^ 
if  jM>ssible.  1  am  afraid  to  risk  a  winter's  residence  in  this  latitude  and 
climate. 

I  nee<l  not  sign  this ;  the  bearei-  and  the  persi)n  to  whom  it  is  addressed 
can  identify  me:  but  1  see  no  reason  why  ytuir  resi>onse  should  not  be 
signed  and  sealed,  so  as  to  make  it  serviceable  as  suggested  in  resi)ert 
to  the  St.  Albans  raitl.  A  statt'inent  of  prisimers'  counsel  has  been  sent 
by  way  of  Halifax  and  Wilmington,  but  it  may  never  ivach  you,  or  not 
in  tinu»  for  the  deliverance  of  the  prisonei^s.  This  is  my  chief  i^eason  fo* 
semling  this  by  one  1  think  1  can  trust. 

IMease  reply  luomptly,  and  start  the  messenger  back  as  soon  aspossi 
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le  will  explain  the  c1iai*aeter  of  his  mission.    Send  under  a  seal 
uuiot  be  broken  ^itliout  being  discovered. 
I  am^  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant. 

.J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  State,  Richmnd,  Ya, 

\, — See  the  secretary  of  war  (Mr.  Seddon)  touching  Young's  case. 


B. 

October  31,  1864. 

Own  Dearest:  The  party  taking  this  knaves  liere  to-night.  K 
ches  you  safely  lie  will  deliver  most  important  communications 
Ir.  C.  and  myself.  1  must  ask  you  and  May  to  copy  mine  in  large 
riting,  that  it  may  be  easily  and  inteUigently  read.  R.  will  show 
.  If  either  or  both  the  plans  an*  acco<led  to,  I  must  remain  here 
the  winter,  and,  therefore,  I  must  beg  you  and  A.  to  join  me  if 
n  come  through  the  North;  if  not,  do  not  attempt  the  blockade;  it  is 
rilous,  and  I  shoiUd  be  wretched  to  think  you  were  coming  that 
If  the^se  i)lans,  which  1  have  labored  to  perfect  as  I  never  laboi^ed 
in  all  my  life,  are  not  adopted,  tlu^n  I  can  see  no  further  object  in 
aainiug  here,  and  you  need  not  join  me,  but  I  will  you  a^s  soon  as 
le.  I  do  not,  however,  anticipate  a  refusal  by  the  department  to 
jjce,  for  all  our  friends  here  whom  I  have  consuUed  consider  the 
lost  eligible  and  fortunate  for  the  government.  Indeed,  this  will 
I  short  time  at  least  the  only  coiu^se  we  have  left  open.  If  all  is 
tierefore,  I  shall  expect  you  to  leave  as  soon  as  you  conveniently 
»r  vou  have  been  informed  of  the  favorabh*  enteitainment  of  the 
rise. 

*eived  all  your  letters  written  at  Afton,  in  September,  down  to 
itter  of  the  30th  September,  the  day  you  return(»d  to  Kichmond, 
oniii«7,  and  what  a  glorious,  comtbi-ting  treat  they  were  to  me! 

r. his  usual  scratch  note,  which  I  nmnaged  l)etter  to  read  than 

and  that  I  will  send  his  letter  to  Miss  K.  i)romptly.  Tell  him 
id  me  a  visit,  taking  lunch  with  me,  and  leaving  me  a  shawl  for 
hieh  I  will  send  or  bruig  him  when  I  can.  She  seems  to  be  very 
d  to  him.  I  sent  him  a  letter  from  her  via  Ilalifax,  or  Washing- 
thankful  I  am,  my  own  love,  that  our  kind  Father  in  heaven  has 
red  our  dear  boys  through  so  nuiny  changes,  and  you,  my  own 
u*  darling,  and  little  A.,  and  dear  E.,  in  health  and  Christian 
ze  through  so  many  trials  and  privations.  O!  may  He  give  me  a 
d  and  humble  heart  for  all  his  wondeiful  mercies  towards  me — im- 
■,  sinful  creature  tiiat  I  am. 

■»  letter,  by  Hag  of  truce,  of  17th  of  October,  is  the  latest  intelli- 
!rom  you.  I  shall  send  a  personal  directed  to  little  A.  to-morrow, 
you  iiiay  get  befoi*e  this.  Do  stir  K.  to  attend  to  my  business 
tly  and  energetically,  and  with  life  and  spirit.  I  wouhl  do  as  much, 
thousand  times  more,  for  him  were  it  in  my  ])0wer.  I  sympathize 
ritli  J.  W.  Tower  and  his  family.  Give  him  my  love.  How  blessed 
in  the  dispositions  and  h<ihits  of  oiu*  boys.  I  hope  you  have 
5d  before  this  the  shirts,  hats,  cloth,  the  shoes  sent  you,  all  from 
:o;  the  cavalry  boots  and  luiiform  for  Jim.  and  fifty  dollars  in 
can  gold,  sent  you  by  the  Hon.  J.  P.  K.,  who  I  see  got  safely  in, 
^  fhe  dteamer  was  lost,  and  Mrs.  Grenhowe  and  other  lives. 
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I  have  tried  to  coiuinuuicate  with  my  dear  sister  and  send  her  a  litt 
gold,  but  liave  been  wholly  unsuccessful  in  both.  May  the  Father 
whom  she  is  so  faithful  have  her  and  her  dear  ones,  to  the  third  gener 
tion,  in  his  holy  keeping.  I  am  grieved  to  lie^ir  our  noble,  brave  boy 
so  destitute  of  clothes,  but  hojie  ere  this  his  want«  have  been  supplM 
I  am  surprised  that  the  president  has  not  even  replied  to  your  applic 
tion  for  a  cadetship  for  him.  Don't  give  it  up.  General  Custis  L 
might  help  you. 

My  thumb  is  entirely  well,  but  I  have  given  it,  of  necessity,  a  gre 
tax  tliis  morning,  having  been  writing  for  five  or  six  hours  without  ra 
ing.    I  shall  await  anxiously  rei>lies  to  these,  particidarly  as  rennit 
with  my  darling  depends  upon  it.    May  God  bless  you. 
Yours,  &c. 


[Extract  from  the  proposition  of .    (Sent  forwanl.)] 

lie  promised,  by  showing  me  to  my  entire  satisfiietion  that  the  pa 
ties  whom  he  represents,  and  is  connected  with,  are  powerful  and  infl 
ential  with  the  government  of  the  United  States.  He  says,  through  tl 
influence  of  the  parties  referred  to,  I  have  arranged  to  get  at  least  on 
half  supplies,  (meat,)  the  otlwv  half  greenbacks,  for  all  the  cotton  yoi 
((mr)  government  may  feel  disposed  to  part  with — the  first  five  or  U 
thousand  barrels  of  pork  or  bacon  to  be  landed  at  any  port  Mr.  Sedd< 
may  designate,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi,  or  as  much  more< 
the  west  side,  if  General  Kirby  Smith,  or  any  other  confederate  ooi 
mander,  needs  them.  After  this  (Unlivery  the  way  is  perfecjtly  clear 
deliver  anywhere  within  (icneral  Butler's  dei)aitment.  It  must,  < 
course,  be  obvious  to  yon  (me)  that  a  (concession  so  great  was  made  on 
with  the  understanding  that  it  should  be  kept  with  the  most  8a«n 
secrecy ;  and  although  it  [)res(Mits  u])on  its  fa<ie  a  general  rule  for  tl 
sake  of  protecting  the  Executive  (]Mr.  Lincoln)  to  whom  alone  we  a 
indebted — the  main  intention  is  that  it  should  be  carried  out  by  my  (hi 
own  fi'iends,  and  su(;h  oth(*rs  as  only  will  be  useful  to  us.  In  ordc 
then,  that  we  may  haAc  the  fulle>st  benefit  from  the  arrangement, 
would  suggest  that  what  may  be  done  shall  be  done  in  the  name  of 
single  individual,  or  his  agent,  so  far  as  the  delivery  of  the  supplies  ai 
the  receipt  of  the  cotton  are  ccmcerncd;  tou(?hing  the  disposition  oft! 
portion  i)aid  in  fumh,  this  can  bci  nueived  and  dis[)osed  of  as  you  (ti 
department)  may  determine — either  in  the  United  States,  or  in  Earo| 
or  in  the  ('anadas,  by  instant  convcusiou  into 

To  show  how  thoroughly  the  enterprise  has  been  arranged,  there  a 
now  10,000  barrels  of  pork  purchased  and  ready  for  shi])ment,  the  n 
ment  the  details  are  perfectcnl,  &c.,  &C. 

It  was  then  [lurposed  to  g(»t  me  a  pass  to  go  Jhrough  the  lines,  but 
this  I  fear  they  have  failed,  and  that  the*  alternative  cx)urse  has  be 
adoi)ted,  to  wit,  sending  the  goods  by  the  hand  of  Mr.  1).  Preston  Pf 

or  Mr.  lolosa.     We to  the  ]>lan.     I  would  urge  through  you  up 

the  department,  first,  that  the  only  objc^ctionable  feature  in  it  consL 
in  the  receiving  greenbacks  for  one-half  of  the  cotton  instead  of  pro 
sions  for  the  whole,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  the  policy  of  the  gove 
ment  (oius)  not  to  trade  in  the  currency  of  the  enemy  or  counteuai 
such  trade  by  the  people.  The  wisdom  of  the  regulation  in  theabsti*: 
is  clear.  Indiscriminate  barter"  in  this  money  would  of  course  be  sed 
tive  and  dangerous.  But  this  objection  does  not  lie  with  the  same  foi 
in  operations  of  government ;  and  if  it  did,  it  is  weakened,  if  not  who 
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d|  by  the  fact  that  these  funds  need  not  and  woiikl  not  enter  into 
'.nlation  within  our  own  country,  but  couhl  be  paid  over  to  agents 
kted  by  the  government,  either  in  the  United  States,  Canada,  or 
,  and  at  once  be  converted  into  sterling.  Tlius  their  possession 
imediat-e  conversion  wouUl  place  foreign  funds  at  any  point 
,  either  for  purchase,  j^aynient  of  interest,  &c.,  &c.  Again,  the 
nme  submitted  commends  it^'lf  to  favorable  consideration,  as 
is  indorsed  by  the  highest  official  in  the  United  States  govem- 
Certainty  of  execution  and  expedition  are  thus  secured.  Our 
and  facility  for  producing  this  kind  of  j)rovisions  are  daily  , 
Qg  moi'e  circumscribed  and  i)recarious  by  the  presence  of  large 
and  their  destructive  raids  in  the  rural  districts.  We  ai-e  U»ft, 
laiuly  to  rely  ujjon  what  may  be  introduced  through  the  block- 
at  we  may  be  said  now  to  have  only  one  port  where  the  success 
kade  running  is  at  all  commensurate^  to  the  risk  incurred.  This 
Wilmington;  and  we  have  it  from  the  most  in<lubi table  source 
•eat  efforts  will  presently  be  niadc*  to  capture  Wihnington ;  or, 
in  this,  to  seal  far  mon»  rigorously  her  i^ort.  Where,  th(»n,  are 
ook  for  those  indispensable  supplies,  if  not  through  tlie  cupidity 
arice  of  our  enemies  ?  To  gratify  them  is  as  hateful  to  me,  I 
bS  to  any  comi)atriot  in  my  laud ;  but  starvation,  or  even  scanty 
ertain  rations  to  our  jiatient,  enduring,  and  exc(*llent  army  is  a 
earful  and  abhorrent  alternative.  Under  these  circumstances  I 
t  behooves  us  to  embrace  the  opportunity  olfered  to  supply  our- 
with  the  great  necessity.  T  believe  it  is,  if  not  the  only,  the 
and  most  expeditious  moile  of  accomplishing  the  object  upon  a 
nt  and  certain  scale. 

proriifion  questUm  in  the  terrible  st niggle  for  our  national  exist- 
ooe,  if  not  the  greatest,  we  have  had  to  solve;  and  if  my  mission 
esult  in  the  inauguration  of  a  plan  for  the  certain  subsistence  of 
ble  armies,  I  shall  be  as  thankful  to  (lod  as  if  1  had  acrhieved  a 
iful  militar>'  campaign.  Should  it,  on  the  other  hand,  be  attended 
lilure,  (albeit  no  fault  of  mine  if  these  plans  are  not  a<!cepted,)  I 
never  feel  ha[)py  if  I  had  not  remained  to  shaie  the  discomforts, 
\  and  trials  of  the  humblest  soldier  in  our  ranks.  Independent 
t<8ide  of  this  I  have  made  a  contract  with  a  party  by  which  sup- 
fmeat  will  be  furnished  at  Mobile  by  written  pcnnisMion  of  the  Prcs- 
fthe  Unit4id  ^States  to  the  free  pasmye  of  the  bloekading  fleet  at  that 
The  first  steamer  has  already  sailed,  but  she  only  carried  three 
m1  barrels  of  i)ork — the  rest  assorted  cargo ;  but  I  am  assured  by 
rt>'  "  that  if  there  is  no  delay  or  difficulty  at  iViobih*  the  steamer's 
riU  be  hereafter  from  New  Orleans,  where  cargoes  of  meat  pro- 
from  St.  Louis  will  go  ra[)idly  in  and  receive  cotton  uj)on  the 
of  my  order,  a  iK)und  of  cotton  for  a  pound  of  meat.''  lie  then 
ds  to  say:  '*If  tjfis  aiTangement  iiiil,  it  will  be  because  of  diffi- 
on  the  other  side ;  meaning  icith  uh!  My  contract  with  the  party 
he  delivery  of  5,0(K>,(KK)  of  pounds ;  and  this  is  in  accordance  with 
ler.  But  there  are  other  important  considerations  in  this  plan. 
rettident  authorizen  the  brealcing  the  blockade.  What  (H)mj)lications 
3t  be  pro<luced  by  this  with  foreign  governments !"  1  gave  the 
\  letter  to  the  military,  naval,  an<l  civil  authoriti<»s,  requesting 
gress  and  egress  for  any  ship  or  steamer  or  vessels  of  any  charac- 
ter the  provisions  of  my  contract.  • 
er  tiiese  circumstances,  and  Judge  C.  desiring  to  send  a  special 
iger  homey  I  have  united  with  him  in  sen<ling,  at  much  exi>ense,  a 
mao  whom  we  believe  to  be  sound  and  trustworthy.    Ilis  engage- 
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ment  is  to  go  directly  through,  deliver  these  and  other  papers,  and 
return  to  us  with  replies.  Accordingly  I  send  him  at  once  to  ywt, 
believing  that  public  and  personal  considerations  will  impel  you  to  lay 
before  the  secretarj^  with  great  promptness,  reading  them  to  him  your- 
.  self,  suggesting  that  he  advise  the  authorities  at  Mobile  without  dday 
of  such  an  arrangement,  that  their  aid  and  co-operation  will  be  given  to 
such  deliverances,  &c.,  &c.  You  will  know,  by  a  reference  to  boyhood 
days,  at  the  conclusion  of  this,  that  it  is  genuine^  and  that  the  party  wbo 
bears  it  is  "  all  right."  Any  replies  you  have  to  send  let  them  be  writ- 
\  ten  on  as  thin  paper  as  possible,  and  8e(d€d  with  your  large  seal,  that  I 
may  be  equally  secure  that  the  communications  are  genuine,  and  ha?e 
not  been  tampered  with.  God  bless  you  and  yours  and  all  ourSj  and 
deliver  us  and  our  bleeding  country  from  the  hands  of  our  enemies! 

Do  you  recollect  Ottie  Harrison,  and  how  much  liJcs  me  you  thongU 
him  because  he  was  rough  i  "  Oh,  but  no  rougher  than  you ;  no,  but 
big.'' 

You  had  better  get  dear  J.  &  M.  to  copy  this  distinctly  and  in  Uir§» 
writing.    I  have  written  it  thus  for  obWous  reasons. 

October  31, 18G4. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Departivient  of  State, 

}VaMngtony  December  8, 1864 

Sir  :  T  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the 
5th  instant  from  his  honor  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Buffalo,  in  regard  to 
the  movements  of  the  suspected  steamer  Georgian,  or  Georgiana,  and 
to  other  proceedings  hostile  to  the  United  States  which  are  reported  to 
be  on  foot  in  Canada. 

I  will  thank  you  to  call  the  attention  of  his  excellency  Viscoimt 
Monck  to  this  information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  youi 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

J.  Hu3iE  Burnley,  Esq.,  c£t.,  dr.,  &c. 


Mayor  Fargo  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

Mayor's  Office,  Buffalo^  December  5, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  a<*knowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favors,  datec 
the  19th  and  21st  of  November,  rosptHrtively.  1  transmit  herewith,  foi 
your  information,  a  copy  of  a  communication  received  by  me  from  i 
gentleman  in  Toronto,  who  gave  me  the  original  infommtion  in  regarc 
to  the  propeller  Georgia,  and  who  is  now  emi)loyed  by  the  city  as  i 
detective. 

His  statements  are,  in  my  judgment,  entitled  to  credit.  I  have  s^n 
copies  of  this  communication  to  Major  General  Dix,  and  also  to  the  com 
mander  of  the  United  States  steamer  Michigan. 

I  have  the  houfcr  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  seiTant^ 

WILLLvM  G.  FARGO,  Afayort 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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[luclosuro.] 

Toronto,  Navember  30, 1864. 

I  Sir  :  I  have  delayed  writing  you  concerning  the  movement«  of 
parties  here,  thinking  I  could  ascertain  to  a  certainty  what  their 
nation  was.  I  have  in  a  measure  succeeded.  Bates  woidd  have 
le  attempt  on  the  cutter  Michigan  had  her  wheel  held  good.  It 
loose  again  on  his  arrival  in  Port  Stanley.  He  then  went  to 
with  her,  and  came  himself  to  Toronto,  anduiwn  remonstration 
e  firm  from  whom  he  purchased  her,  they  agreed  to  ^^\  him  a 
».  He  (Bates)  told  me  that  he  would  yet  make  the  attempt,  if 
ither  held  good.  The  report  tli«it  the  Georgian  was  going  into 
vinaw  lumber  trade  was  a  mere  blind.  Finding  that  you  were 
[  and  prepared,  he  said  that  he  would  make  a  trip  or  two  to  the 
te.  Marie,  in  the  place  of  the  Algonia,  which  is  disabled,  and  by 
ae  things  would  be  quiet.  He  is  a  detennined  old  fellow,  and  as 
le  as  an  old  woman.  His  captain  (Milne)  knows  the  lakes  well 
li  sides,  and  is,  moreover  a  rank  secessionist  in  feeling.  It 
es  the  i)eople  at  Sandusky  to  keep  a  good  lookout.  Should  the 
set  in  suddenly  Bates  will  lay  up  the  Georgian  and  come  here, 
will  get  out  of  him  what  his  intentions  are. 
^  is  a  man  who  .travels  by  the  name  of  Smith,  but  whose  real 
»  Grant — a  Tennessee  lawyer;  he  is  frequently  going  from  here 
libal,  and  vice  verm.  He  brings  information  to  Colonel  Thompson, 
:e8  information  back,  and  connects  at  Hannibal  with  scx)uts,  who 
:h.  He  always  crosses  at  Saiiiia,  via  Grand  Tiiuik.  He  told  me 
was  safer  to  cmss  at  Samia  than  at  Windsor.  If  you  want  a 
tion  of  him  I  can  give  it. 

B  is  another  who  frequently  crosses  at  the  Suspension  bridge  and 
New  York.  His  name  is  Triggs.  Whether  he  travels  by  that 
r  not  I  do  not  know,  but  there  is  no  mistaking  him.  I  was  with 
;t  night. 

e  is  something  on  foot,  the  precise  nature  of  which  I  have  not  yet 
)le  to  determine,  but  will  find  out.  There  are  four  or  five  gangs 
I  determined  to  do  or  die  this  winter. 

solicitor  general,  West,  is  up  here  trying  to  find  out  about  this 
manufactorj'. 

e  is  another  leader  of  the  confederates  here  by  the  name  of  Baker, 
il  a  gi'eat  inllux  of  them  last  week,  and  after  a  day  or  two  they 
:ed  again.  Yesterday'  a  lot  of  them  returned  a  second  time.  I 
(1  out  what  they  are  at.  As  soon  as  Bates  gets  back,  and  I  see 
will  soimd  him  and  let  you  know. 
i''our8,  trulv, 

FIDES. 
LiAM  G.  Fargo,  Esq.,  Mayor^  rf*e.,  Buffalo^  New  YorJ:. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Afr.  Seicard. 

Washington,  December  12, 1804. 

I  forjrarded  on  the  30th  ultimo,  to  his  excelleney  the  governor 
of  Canada,  copies  of  your  note  of  the  29th  ultimo,  and  of  its 

res,  relative  to  the  alleged  existence  of  a  military  organization  in 

.  of  fogitiyes  fipom  the  United  States. 
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I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  his  excellaawj^l 
reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  moit- 
obedient,  humble  sen^ant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  d-c,  cfcc,  cfcc. 


Lord  MoncJc  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Quebec,  December  6, 1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  day  of 
your  dispatch  of  November  30,  inclosing  copies  of  the  documents  noted 
in  the  margin,  respecting  the  alleged  organization  and  tlriUing,  in  Priiuse 
Edward's  County,  Canada  West,  of  fugitives  fiom  the  United  States. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information  of  Mr.  Sewaid, 
that  I  will  take  immediat^i  steps  to  investigate  the  accuracy  of  the  in- 
formation communicated  to  Major  General  Dix,  and  should  it  prove  wdl 
founded,  I  will  use  all  legal  means  to  put  an  end  to  the  practice. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

MONCK 

Lord  Lyons. 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Ko.  1186.]  Depart]vient  of  State, 

Washington  J  December  13, 1864 

Sir  :  You  will  please  lay  before  Earl  Kussell  the  copy  of  a  commnni- 
cation  which  the  Secretary  of  War  has  just  received  from  Major  General 
Dix,  who  is  charged  with  the  protection  of  our  Canada  frontier. 

After  our  recent  communications  her  Majesty's  government  cannot 
surely  now  be  suri)rised  to  learn  from  this  leport  that  there  is  imminent 
danger  of  a  war  being  waged  against  the  United  Stiites  from  the  Brit- 
ish North  American  j>rovinces.    I  hope*  the*  subject  may  receive  imme- 
diate and  serious  consideration.    Certainly  its  importance  could  not  I* 
exaggerated,  since  it  is  the  inter(\st  aii<l  desire  of  both  countries  to  re- 
main in  mutual  peace.    I  have  asked  Mr.  Burnley  to  give  notice  of  the 
danger  to  his  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada.     It  is  hardly 
necessary  to  add  that  if  such  invasions  as  are  now  apprehended  shall  afr 
tually  come,  and  organized  dc^fense  become  necessary  on  our  ]3art,  the 
existing  inti^rcourse,  commercial  and  social,  between  the  British  pro- 
vinces and  this  country  will  necessarily  be  subjected  to  interruptionB 
which  wiU  be  likely  to  produce  very  serious  inconvenience. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dc,  cfec,  d-c. 


\ 


General  Dix  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Headquarters  Depart^ient  of  the  East, 

New  York  City,  November  22,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  following  reliable  information  : 

There  are  about  forty  rebels  in  Marysburg,  l^rince  Edward's  Connfy, 
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oada,  and  northwest  of  Oswego.  They  drill  regularly  about  three 
les  a  week,  and  are  armed  with  revolvers.  They  board  with  the  far- 
iTS  in  the  neighborhood,  seem  to  have  plenty  of  money,  and  say  they 
long  to  John  Morgan's  corps.  These  organizations  for  hostile  pur- 
iises  on  Canadian  soil  are  so  plainly  in  \iolation  of  all  the  obligations  of 
•atrality,  that  I  cannot  doubt  the  willingness  of  the  Canadian  authori- 
w  to  put  an  end  to  them  on  proi)er  notice.  There  ai'e  some  indications 
t  letaliation  on  the  part  of  our  citizens  along  the  frontier  on  account 
f  the  outrages,  and  I  think  the  publication  of  my  report  in  regard  to 
he  former  would  have  a  salutarj-  influence  on  both  sides  of  the  fine. 
I  am,  very  respectfully',  voui*  obedient  WTvant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major  General,  N.  T. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

So.  1189.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  December  13,  1864. 

SiB:  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  communicfation  of  the  12th  instant  from 
Brigadier  General  E.  D.  Townsend,  addressed  to  me  by  <lirection  of  Jhe 
Seeretan'  of  Wsir,  in  relation  to  the  alleged  manufacture  of  (Jreek  fire 
It  Windsor,  Canada,  to  be  used  by  rebel  emissaries  in  attempts  to  biuii 
ttrtain  cities  of  the  United  States.  I  will  thank  you  to  lay  a  copy  of  the 
Ijiper  before  Earl  Eussell,  with  a  vi(*w  to  the  adoption  of  such  preven- 
fre  measures  as  may  be  practicable. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  II.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  rf-c,  d;e.,  cfcc. 


Oerieral  Toicnsend  to  Mr.  Seward. 

War  Department,  ^Vdjutant  General's  Office, 

Washington  J  December  12,  18G4. 

8m:  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  I  have  the  honor  to  for- 
wrdhereVith  cxjpies  of  letters  ft'ora  Major  General  Hooker  and  Lieuten- 
Dt  Colonel  Hill,  in  relation  to  th(»  manufacture  of  (Jreek  fire,  at  Wind- 
ir,  Canada,  to  be  used  in  firing  certain  cities  of  the  United  States  by 
bel  emissaries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  T(')WNSEM), 

Assistant  Adjutant  Qeneral. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Oeneral  Hooker  to  General  Totvmend. 

Headquarters  Northern  Department, 

Cincinnati  J  Ohio,  December  6, 1864. 

}enebal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter, 
bed  the  3d  intftant,  just  received  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  H.  Hill, 


62  ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTEALITY. 

commaading  the  district  of  Michigan,  as  it  contains  information  of  im 
portance  to  all  of  our  frontiers  bordering  on  Canada.  The  iuformatioii 
has  been  furnished  by  one  of  our  most  reliable  detectives,  and  unusual 
confidenfce  may  bo  placed  in  it.  A  few  days  since,  advices  of  simibu 
import  were  I'eceived  by  me.  From  the  letter  it  will  be  seen  that  refa* 
gees  and  deserters  from  the  rebel  confederacy  are  engaged  in  the  manu 
facture  of  Gre^k  fire,  at  Windsor,  in  Canada,  to  facilitate  their  inceu 
diary  purposes.  With  regard  to  attacks  from  armed  bodies  of  rebels  1 
feel  much  less  apprehension  than  from  indi\idual  efforts  to  bum  am 
plunder  our  cities,  as  my  means  of  information  are  such  that  I  hope  to 
be  able  to  anticipate  the  former. 

It  is  almost  unnecessary'  for  me  to  add  that  I  have  enjoined  increasinj 
vigilance  and  acti\ity  on  the  part  of  the  military  and  civil  authoritie 
throughout  my  comnmnd. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  HOOKEE, 

Major  General  Commanding. 
Brigadier  General  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Acliuinnt  General  U.  S.  A. 


Official  copy 


E.  D.  TOW]^SE]^D, 

Assi^t^nt  Adjutant  General, 


Colonel  Hill  to  Captmn  Potter. 

Headquarters  District  of  Michigan, 

Detroit^  Mich.,  December  3, 1864 

Sir  :  T  have  the  lumor  to  n^port  that,  from  information  1  have  receive* 
I  am  satisfied  that  very  extensive  preparations  are  being  made  in  Cauac 
for  burning  not  only  cities  on  the  lakes,  but  others,  and  it  is  very  nece 
saty  that  great  precaution  and  vigilance  should  be  observed  everywher 

I  have  the  assurance  that  (xreek  tire  is  being  prepared  in  Wiudsc 
Buffalo,  Cleveland,  and  this  (jity  will  be  the  principal  cities  to  be  bume< 
and  there  will  be  armed  attempts  to  rob  and  plun<ler.  Cincinnati  ai 
Louisville  are  also  mentioned. 

•  I  am  also  iufonued  that  by  some  means  a  large  number  of  rel>el  M 
diers  have  been  introduced  into  Canada ;  some,  it  is  said,  have  been  ft 
loughed  and  have  made  their  way  through  the  lines. 

I  have,  at  this  time,  very  excellent  means  of  obtaining  infoiinatic 
and  the  only  apprehension  1  have  is  that  the  person  in  my  employ  la 
fail  me  at  the  last  moment. 

In  this  city  I  have  cidled  the  attention  of  the  hotel-keepers  to  the  n 
cessity  of  observing  great  vigUance  in  regard  to  their  guests,  and  t: 
hotels  are  daily  visited  by  a  secret  agent  in  my  employ. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  HILL, 
Lieut.  Col.  r)th  U.  S.  Artillery,  ComtTg  Dint,  of  Miehx^n^ 

C.  n.  Potter,  Captain  and  A.  A.  G., 

Headquarters  Northern  Department  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Official  copy : 

E.  D.  TOWKSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant  OeneraL 
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Mr,  Setcard  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

WashingtOHj  December  13, 1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose,  for  the  information  of  the  governor 
rf  Canada,  a  copy  of  a  eonimiinieation  of  yesterday  from  the  War 
lent^  in  regard  to  the  alleged  niannfaeture  of  what  is  known  as 
re,  for  use  in  attempts  to  bum  citirs  of  the  United  States, 
e  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
t  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
HE  Burnley,  Esq.,  dr.,  dx.,  dc. 

iiclosnre  see  dispatch  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams  No.  1189, 
>er  13, 1864,  ante.] 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

^V(^HhhuJt()n^  December  14,  1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you,  for  the  iufonnation  of 
emor  general  of  Canada,  a  copy  of  a  disi)atch  of  the  9th  instAnt, 
.  Tlmrston,  esq.,  the  consul  general  of  the  United  States  at  Mon- 
^lating  to  suspicions  entertained  that  two  vessels  now  in  course 
tructiou  in  Montreal,  called,  resjM»ctively,  the  El  Almandaris  and 
and  another  expected  from  a  dift'erent  cpiarter,  and  the  name  of 
8  not  j'et  ascertained,  ai*e  intended  to  be  (employed  for  purposes 
to  the"  United  States. 
e  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 

WILLIAM  II.  SEWARD. 
jme  Burnley,  Esq.,  d-c,  d;e.,  tf*c. 


Mr.  Thurston  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

t 

.]  United  States  Consilate  General, 

Montreal,  December  9,  1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  it  was  rununed  in  this  city 

0  vessels  were  being  built  here  for  the  use  of  the  rebels.  I  imme- 
sent  and  had  them  examined,  and  the  following  descri])tion  taken : 
argest  vessel,  called  the  El  Almandaris,  is  a  wooden  side-wheeled 
r,  about  two  hundred  and  fifte(»n  feet  long  by  thirty  broad,  and 
idred  and  thirty  tons  burden,  the*  hull  being  i>lated  with  iron. 

a  round  stem,  sharp  stem,  double  deck,  rising  very  high  and 
concealing  the  walking  beam  and  other  machin^^y  which  usually 
8  above  deck.  The  upper  deck  roof  is  supported  by  a  beam,  ellip- 

1  form,  the  lower  deck  being  the  axis.  This  beam  is  of  grejit 
th,  and  adds  much  to  the  firmness  of  the  vessel.  On  each  side  of 
3k,  at  a  distance  of  al>out  three  feet  tiom  each  other,  are  a  number 
d  pulleys.  It  has  two  masts,  one  smoke-sta(;k,  the  upper  part  of 
U  painted  white  and  the  lower  black,  is  provided  with  a  very  pow- 
Dgine,  and  will  no  doubt  prove  very  fast. 
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The  other  vessel,  called  the  Pinero,  is  also  a  wooden  side-wheeled 
steamer,  one  hundred  and  forty -two  feet  long,  twenty-seven  feet  broad, 
and  nine  feet  de^p,  burden  two  hundred  and  eighty-seven  tons,  with 
rounds  teni,  shaq>  stem,  and  double  deck,  the  wood- work  of  which  nearly 
conceals  her  vertical  walking-beam  and  machinery.  It  carries  a  power- 
ful engine,  has  two  masts,  two  smoke-stacks,  only  one  of  which  is  visiUe 
firom  without,  is  painted  white,  and  has  the  lower  portion  of  her  hull 
plated  with  iron. 

The  El  Almandaris^  it  is  stated,  is  to  proceed  to  Havana,  under  com- 
mand of  Captain  de  Cabro.  The  Pinero  is  also  bound  for  Havana.  It 
is  generally  believed  that  the  vessels  above  described  have  been  built 
for  puri)oses  inimical  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  either  for 
blockade  niuners,  or  are  to  be  used  as  the  Alabama  and  Florida,  to  pref 
upon  our  commerce.  One  of  the  police  officers  of  this  city  has  intimatecl 
to  me  that  he  holds  the  same  opinion,  and  has  informed  me  that  anotha 
vessel  is  expected  to  join  the  two  already  here  from  the  upper  province 
with  a  des<^ij)tion  of  which  I  will  endeavor  to  furnish  j^ou. 

It  may  be  that  these  vessels  are  designed  for  legitimate  purposes,  bu 
the  belief  to  the  contrary  is  so  general,  some  particulars  of  their  outfi 
so  unusual,  and  the  addition  of  another  vessel  to  the  number  from  Uppe 
Canada  so  suspicious,  that  I  have  considered  it  proi)er  to  inform  you  c 
such  facts  as  1  have  been  able  to  collect  respecting  them. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  THUKSTO^" 
U.  8.  Vice-coti^ul  General. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StaU. 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1190.]  Department  of  State, 

WaMngtoHj  December  14, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  information,  by  t(4egrapli,  from  Montreal,  thJ 
the  felons  who  procec^ded  from  Canada  into  Vermont  and  committed  tl 
crimes  of  robbery,  burglary,  and  murder  at  St.  Albans,  in  that  State,  at 
who  were  arr(\sted  in  Canada  upon  a  requisition  from  this  governmec 
under  the  tenth  article  of  the  tn^aty  of  the  9th  of  August,  1842,  ha^ 
been  set  at  liberty ;  that  the  stolen  money  which  was  found  upon  the 
has  been  restored  to  them,  and  that  they  are  now  at  lai-ge  near  tl 
border  of  the  United  States,  in  the  province  aforenamed. 

This  gi*ave  circumstance  renders  it  my  duty,  under  the  direction 
the  President,  to  a.sk  whether  her  Majesty's  government  has  taken 
piiri)oses  to  take  any  measures  to  prevent  a  renewal  of  the  invasioi 
of  the  territory  and  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  from  the  boni 
provinces.    If  such  measures  have  been  taken,  or  are  to  be  taken,  tfc 
government  desires  to  know  their  character,  so  far  as  it  may  be  cousin 
ent  with  the  interests  of  Great  Britain  to  communicate  the  same. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfcc,  <fec. 
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Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Burnlei/. 

Depart:^ient  of  State, 

Watshin(jto)ij  December  14,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  coininnnicate  herewith  for  yonr  iiilbrniatioii 
a  copy  of  an  iusti'uction  of  this  chite  whicli  I  have,  under  tlie  Piesi<lent\s 
direction,  addressed  to  Charles  Franeis  Acbuns,  esq.,  the  minister  of  the 
United  States  at  London,*  upon  the  receij)t  of  telef>Tai)hi(;  dispatches 
Ipom  the  agents  of  the  United  States  in  Montreal,  announcing'  to  me 
the  facts  that  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey  and  others,  whos(»  extnulition  was 
lequested  in  my  note  to  Lord  Lyons  of  the  21st  of  November  last,  uiK)n 
the  charges  of  murder,  robbery,  and  assault  with  intent  to  commit  mur- 
der, within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  have  lK*en  discharged 
tem  custody,  that  the  money  and  other  i>roi)erty  stolen  by  them  has 
l»een  returned  to  them,  and  that  they  are  now  at  large. 
Ihave  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  ccmsideration,  sir,  your  obedi- 
«it  servant, 

WILLIAM  II.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Bubxley,  Esq.,  etc.,  dc,  d-c. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seirard, 

WASHoaTON,  December  14, 1864. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  n^'cipt  of  your  note  of  the 
Wth  instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  an  instniction  of  this  date,  which  you 
W,  under  the  President's  direction,  addresstnl  to  Mr.  Adams,  United 
States  minister  in  London,  upon  receipt  of  telegraphic  news  that  Samuel 
Eflgene  Lackey  and  others  had  been  dismissed  from  custody  at  ^^ontreal, 
*nrfbeu  ^0  thank  you  for  sending  me  a  coj)v  of  this  communication, 

Iliave  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
^ieut,  bumble  servant, 

J.  IIUIVFE  BUKNLEY. 

Hon.  WiLLLOi  n.  Seward,  d-c,  tf*c.,  dc 


Mr.  Bunxley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

Washington,  December  15, 18G4. 
My  Dear  Sir:  This  is  what  the  governor  general  telegraphed  last 

'^The  St.  Albans  men  were  discharged  yesterday,  on  grounds  so  absurd 

^t  I  cannot  account  for  it.    Fresh  warrants  have  been  issued  for  their 

^rehensioii,  and  the  pohee  are  making  every  eftbrt  to  prevent  their 
'icape.'^ 

Very  truly  yours, 

J.  nUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  WiLLLAM  H.  Seward,  cfce.,  cfcc,  dec. 

I  *  See  iniitractiou  No.  1190  to  Mr.  Adams,  ante. 
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Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

British  IjEGATion, 
Washington^  December  16, 1864. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  just  received  a  telegraphic  message  frpm 
Viscoiuit  Monck,  begging  me  to  convey  to  you  his  thanks  for  the  prompt 
and  satisfactory  explanation  of  General  Dix's  order. 

He  begs  me  to  assiu^e  you  of  his  vexation  at  the  turn  affairs  have  taken 
in  the  St.  Albans  case,  and  that  the  Canadian  govenmient  are  domg 
everything  in  their  power  to  remedy  the  mischief  done  by  the  magistrate^ 
extraordinary  decision. 

As  a  good  deal  of  excitement,  however,  prevails  in  consequence  of 
Genend  Dix's  order,  Viscount  Monck  is  anxious  to  know  whether  you 
object  to  his  making  public  the  substance  of  what  I  telegraphed  to  Mm, 
which  was,  "  that  the  order  had  been  issued  without  instructions,  bat 
that  steps  would  be  taken  to  prevent  acti(m  on  that  portion  of  it  which 
related  to  crossing  the  border  into  Canada." 

1  am,  very  tmly,  yours,  • 

J.  HUME  BURIirLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  cf-c,  etc.,  &c. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  832.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  Deoeimlter  10, 1864 
Sm:  ♦  ♦♦♦♦•♦ 

In  accordance  with  the  desire  expressed  in  1164,  of  the  29th  of  Novea 
ber,  I  have  transmitted  to  Lord  Kussell  the  information  contained  i 
General  Dix's  letter,  respecting  the  rebel  organization  at  Marysbnrj 

Prince  Edward's  County,  in  Canada. 

******** 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  serv^ant,  • 

CHAKLES  FRANCIS  AD^VMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

Washington,  December  17, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you,  under  the  instruction 
w^hich  I  have  received  from  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  f: 
foreign  aftairs,  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  dispatch  addressed  to  Lord  Lyor 
relative  to  the  intention  of  the  United  States  government,  in  confonni 
with  the  treaty  reservation  right,  to  increase  their  Jiaval  armament  upc 
the  North  American  lakes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  m<^ 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLEl^ 

Hon.  William  H,  Sewaih),  d-c,  <fcc.,  die.  ^ 
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Uarl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Foreign  Office,  Xovemher  20, 1804. 
3Iy  Lord:  Your  lordship,  in  your  dispatcli  of  the  2Sth  ultimo,  has 
refentnl  to  the  intention  of  the  United  Stiites  government  to  ^ive  notice 
toler  Maje^ty'8  goTeiiiment  that,  in  conformity  with  tin*  tr<»aty  reserva- 
tion of  the  right  to  give  such  notice,  the  Unite<l  States  governiiKMit  will 
deem  themselves  at  liberty,  at  the  ex[nration  of  six  months  after  the 
commnnication  shall  have  been  made,  to  increase  th(»ir  naval  armament 
upon  the  North  American  lakes,  if,  in  their  judgment,  the  condition  of 
afciirs  shouhl  require  it;  and  you  have  inch)sed  a  co[)y  of  a  dispatch 
from  ^Ir.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  which,  after  referring  t<x  the  cas(*  of  the 
Ch(^peake,  and  after  rehiting  various  acts  of  aggression  from  Canada, 
namely,  the  seizure  and  destruction  of  the  Philo  Parsons  and  island 
Queen  on  the  lakes,  and  the  attack  upon  the*  town  of  8t.  Albans,  in  Ver- 
mont, by  a  i>arty  of  twenty-five  men,  issuing  froui  the  Biitish  territory, 
procmls  to  lay  down  the  following  imj>ortant  pro[)ositions : 

1.  *'The  insufficiency  of  the  British  neutrality  act,  and  of  the  warn- 
ings of  the  Queen's  prot^lamation  to  aiTest  the  causes  of  the  complaint 
retVrrerl  to,  were  anticipated  earl^in  the  existing  struggle,  and  the  Brit- 
ish goveniment  was  asked  to  apply  a  remedy  by  j)assing  an  act  more 
stringent  in  its  character,  such  as  ours  of  the  lOth  of  March,  18t%S,  which 
^as  o(»easioned  by  a  similar  condition  of  atlairs.  Tliis  request  has  not 
been  complied  with,  though  its  reasonablen(»ss  and  necc^ssity  have  been 
sliowii  by  subsequent  ac!t«.^ 

2.  *»lt  is  now  my  duty  to  instruct  you  to  give  notice  to  Earl  Russell, 
in  conformity  with  the  treaty  reservation  of  that  right,  that,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  six  months  after  you  shall  have  made  this  communicaticm, 
the  United  Slates  will  deem  themselves  at  lil)erty  to  increase  the  naval 
l^nnaments  ui)on  the  lakes,  if,  in  their  judgment,  the  condition  of  affairs 
ifitliat  quaiter  shall  then  require  it.-' 

3.  After  again  recurring  to  the  measure  of  l''^3S,  ]\Ir.  Seward  says:  '^  1 

^^nld  fail,  however,  to  express  a  sin<'ere  conviction  of  this  government 

^f  I  should  not  repeat  now,  what  I  have  heretofore  so  often  had  occasion 

to  say,  thfit  practically  the  policy  of  neutrality  which  h(»r  Majesty  has 

Prwiaimed  has  failed  as  well  in  the  British  home  ports  as  in  the  British 

Clonics,  and  es[>ecially  in  the  latter,  and  that  it  must  <*ontinue  to  fail 

^ore  C4>uspicuously  every  day  so  long  as  asylum  is  allowed  there  to 

^<-*tive  agents  of  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  and  they  are  in  any 

^ay  able,  by  evasion  or  other\^ise,  to  use  the  British  pints  and  British 

|K)r(lers  as  a  base  for  felonious  depredations  against  the  citizens  of  the 

^niteil  States;  nor  are  we  able  to  conceive  of  any  remedy  adecpiate  to  the^ 

l*Te.sent  exigency  but  the  recognition  by  her  Majesty's  government  of  the 

first  and  exclusive  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  in  all  tlie  waters 

'^nd  territories  legally  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  this  government." 

-  On  the  23d  instant  I  received  from  Mr.  Achims  tin*  note  which  1  in- 
<ilo8e,  and  the  several  documents  annexed  to  it;  but  as  they  are  the 
^■wne  in  substance  as  the  couimiuiication  you  have  sent  me,  I  think  it 
^11  be  more  convenient  to  deal  with  the  fonnal  and  authoritative  dis- 
V^tch  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

1.  The  reference  to  the  act  of  March  10,  1838,  (of  which  I  inclose  a 

wpy,)  nill  not  have  any  application  with  resptH't  to  vessels  leaving  the 

*   iwrea  of  the  United  Kingdom.    The  difficulty  in  regard  to  vessels  litted 

outer  equipped  in  our  home  ports  has  always  consisted  in  proving 

%t  the  vessel  was  "pro\'ided  or  prepared  for  any  military  expedition 
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or  ontorprise  against  tbe  territory  or  doininions  of  any  foreign  prince  or 
state  with  whom  her  Majesty  is  at  i)eaee,''  and  a  similar  difficulty  would 
be  found  in  enacting  a  law  exa<*tly  co])ied  fiom  the  Unitinl  States  act  of 
]\rarch  10,  1838.     With  regard  to  "territories  conterminous  with  the 
United  States,"  it  might,  in<leed,  more  easily  be  proved,  with  re8i)ectto 
any  military  bodies  assembled  near  the  border,  that  they  were  intended 
to  cross  the  frontier  in  hostility  to  a  state  with  whom  her  Mnjesty  isat 
peace.    On  this  part  of  the  ciuestion  1  have  to  desire  you  U)  assure  Mr» 
Seward  that  the  subject  is  undeigoing  the  most  searching  investigation 
by  the  law^  othcers  of  the*  Crown,  with  a  view  to  take  the  most  eft'ectnal 
nicasures  to  j)revent  incursions  from  the  bordering  British  provinces  . 
into  the  tenitoiy  of  the  United  States.     In  the  mean  time  1  have  to 
observe  that  in -the  early  part  of  the  war,  while  active  eftbrts  were  made 
to  fit  out,  in  British  ports,  ships  intended  to  be  completeil  in  the  waters 
of  other  neutral  states,  as  ships  of  war,  and  thence  to  be  employed  as 
cruiscj's  against  the  United  States,  but  few,  if  any,  attempts  were  made 
to  disturb  the  frontier  of  Cnnada   by  military  or  naval   expeditions. 
Hence  the  act  of  Congress  of  Miirch,  1838,  wiis  not  consideivd  to  be 
applicable  to  the  existing  state  of  nffnirs.    J  may  also  observe,  that  dar- 
ing the  late  insurrection  in  Poland,  although  the  governments  of  Aus- 
tria and  l*russia  were,  from  a  regard  to  their  own  interests,  unfavora- 
ble to  that  insuiTection,  and  although  their  means  of  repression  were 
nuich  more  available  and  much  more  energetic  than  ours  eVer  c^u  be, 
yet  insurgent  expeditions  from  Galicia  and  from  the  Duchy  of  Poseii 
were  of  very  frequent  occurrence.    The  governor  of  Canada,  it  is  admit- 
ted  by  the   United  States  government,  has  done  all   that  he  could 
lawfully  do,  and  if  his  efforts  should  tail  and  other  measiu*es  of  repre*^* 
sion  consistent  with  the  nature  of  our  government  shall  be  found  requ-*' 
site,  her  Majesty's  government  w  ill  not  hesitate  to  projwse  them. 

1\  It  is  i)ei-fectly  competent  to  the  United  States  to  giv^ioticethat^^ 
the  end  of  six  months  that  government  will  be  at  liberty  to  increai^* 
their  naval  force  on  the  lakes.  It  is  certaialy  true  that  wiiile  hot  ^ 
nations  mv  disarmed  on  the  lakes,  marauders  or  depredators  mf^-^ 
destroy  or  capture  unarmed  vessels  belonging  to  either  party. 
Majesty  will,  of  course,  be  at  liberty  also  to  increase  her  naval  ioree 
the  lakes  at  the  expiration  of  the  six  months  after  notice,  if  she  shj 
think  lit  so  to  do.  But  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  peace  is  restored 
former  agreement,  which  was  formed  upon  just  and  wise  consideration—^ 
may  be  renewed,  as  one  that  must  be  advantageous  to  both  parties. 

.'3.  The  next  proposition  of  the  Secretary  of  State  declares  the  ne  " 
trality  pnx*laimed  by  her  Majesty  to  have  failed,  as  well  in  the  Britis 
home  ports  as  in  the  colonies;  that  it  nuist  continue  to  fail 
^ong  as  asylum  is  allowed  there  to  active  agents  of  the  enemies  of  tl 
United  States,  and  so  long  as  those  persons  are  in  any  way  able, 
evasion  or  otherwise,  to  use  the  British  j>orts  and  British  borders  as-^^ 
base  for  fehmious  depredations;  and  the  Secretary  of  State  adds,  ths  -J 
the  only  remedy  which  the  government  of  the  United  States  is  able^ 
conceive,  is  the  "recognition  by  In^r  Majesty's  government  of  the  fir^"*^ 
and  exclusive  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  in  all  the  wateirs  air-^ 
territories  legally  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  this  government 

It  ap])ears  to  her  ^Majesty's  government  that  this  proposal  amounts  i^ 
nothing  less  than  a  demand  that  (heat  Britain  should  cease  to  ackiiovr^^ 
edge  the  belligerent  charactej'  of  the  southern  States,  and  treat  tJ^^ 
southern  citizens  as  felons  and  pirates.    In  order  to  consider  this  ma 
ter  fully,  I  find  it  necessary  to  recur  to  the  events  of  the  last  three  yean^ 

President  Lincoln,  immediately  after  his  accession  to  power  in  ISO^^ 
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fonnil  himself  face  to  face  with  a  iiiost  roririiihil)h>  iiisurn*eti<)ii.  In  the 
month  i)f  A])ril,  lS(il,  he  onh^rod  a  levy  of  seveiity-tive  thousaiiil  in«*n 
to  meet  the  <lai)jrer.  FiiHlin^  this  luiniber  insiitheiciit,  anai«»s  of  thr<»c», 
four,  and  even  seven  liiindred  tliousand  men  havr  been  raiseil,  enihodie<l, 
iiian'hed,  exj)Osed  to  battles  and  si(»^es,  worn  by  li;^ht  and  lever, 
exhausted,  eoiisunied,  and  replenished  in  this  nii<;:hty  eontest.  With 
similar  imriH)s<\s,  the  President,  in  the  sann*  month  of  Ajiril,  ISOl.  j)ro- 
ilaiiiUMl  the  bliK-kade  of  the  <*oast  of  seven  States,  and  the  bloeka<le  of 
two  other  States  was  added  immediatelv  aft<*r\vards.  A  navv  was  snd- 
denly  eivated,  sii^iposed  to  be  adeipiate  to  tln^  task  of  bloekadinj;:  three 
tbonsaiid  miles  of  coast. 

Her  Majesty- s  jjovernmenteonld  not,  any  more  than  th<^  other  powi»is 
of  Eiimpe,  fail  to  reco;jfnize  in  th(»  vast  extent  of  tin*  territori«»s  involve<l 
in  hostilities,  and  in  the  fierce  natnre  of  the  contest,  a'<"ivll  war  of  the 
most  extniordinary  character. 

In  prcM-laimin«jf  that  both  parti<*s  in  this  vast  war  were  to  be  treate<l 

a.*{|)eili;;eivnts,  and  in  admittin;^  the  validity  of  a  blockade*  of  three 

thouSfHid  miles    of  coast,    her    Majesty's    <;:overnment    acknowh»d;red 

anexislinfr  fact,  and  recoj^nized  tin*  international  law  a|»i)licable  to  that 

'^K't.    l»iither  Majesty's  <rovernnu*nt  conhlnot  dis^nise  from  themselves 

rile  dilUculties  which  wonld  beset,  nnder  any  state  of  law,  the  task  of 

P^eventin;^  undue  aid  beinj:  ^nv(»n  by  indivi<lnals  anion*;  the  (^n(»en's 

'i^nhjcH.'ts  to  one  or  tin*  other  of  the  i»elli;;(»rents.     The  identity  of  lan- 

^niajre,  tlieincreasin«j:  int<'riM)urs(»  of  trach*.  tin*  immense  e\t<Mit  of  ship- 

^uildin^j  carried  on  in  this<»onntry,  and  the  in«4i*nnity  of  speculators  in 

defeating;  laws  and  prochnnations.  mack*  it  im|»ossible  that  there  should 

^^K  be  many  es<*apes  from  tin*  vi«:ilanre  of  the  j^fovernment,  and  many 

Miecessful  stitita;i;ems  to  dis^^aij^**  hostile  proc<'(Mlin.ii:s. 

Still  her  Majesty's  <;overnment  connted  on  the  fair  <*onsideration  by 
the  jcoveninu^t  of  the  l"nit<Ml  States  of  what  was  possible  on  their  (»sti- 
"tiiate  of  the  honest  intention  of  tin*  Uritish  Kxecutive,  and  their  knowl- 
^^l^'t*  of  the  latitude,  lM)th  of  o|»inion  and  of  action,  prevailin«r  ann>n;r  a 
lH*i)])le  nurtured  like  that  of  tin;  rnite<l  States  in  free  institntions. 

Her  Majesty's  j^ovtjrnment  also  thou;»ht  thiit  the  rnite<l  States  must 
^>^awaiv  that  the  law  of  nations  and  th<»  circumstances  of  tlu»  war  <rave 
311  ininiense  advantaj^e  to  the  federals  a.^^ainst  the  <*onfediM'ates  in 
*>l)ftiiiiin^  warlike  supplies.  In  conlirmation  of  this  r«*mark,  it  maybe 
I'eckoned  that  besides  very  many  batteries  of  jirtillery,  tiv<»  hundred 
tlitMisand  ritic^s  have  been  man ufjictured  in  this  country  and  conveyed 
t«>the  shores  of  the  northern  States,  to  be  used  by  the  federal  troops  in 
"tlie  war.  It  niav  safelv  be  said,  also,  that  manv  thousands  of  the 
*  Jnj*en's  subjects  have  held  those*  rilles  a^^ainst  the  breasts  of  men  whom 
^^tr  Majesty  d<K»s  not  regard  as  li(»r  encMnies. 

Thesnpjdies  s(Mit  to  the  confederates  iinson  the  other  hand,  verycom- 

"*tionly  intercepted  and  captured  on  th«^  sea  by  federal  shijis  of  war.   Her 

^I;ij*».sty's  ;roveriiinent,  however,  have  i)ut  in  force*  im partially  the  jiro- 

"^sions  of  the  law,  and  have  ju'osecuted  thosi*  persenis  who,  in  ai)]»arent 

"Violation  of  that  law,  have  fitted  out  vessels  in  our  j>orts  with  the  imr- 

!>»!*, jisit  was  beli(»ved,  of  aidinj;  in  h()stiliri«»s  aj^ainst  the  rnited  States, 

^Jrwlioliave  been  eii;;ajred  in  enlisting  s(*am<»n  or  recruits  in  tin*  seivic«» 

•''f  wtlier  belligerent ;  and  her  ^fajesty's  «;overnment  have  succ(»eih'd  in 

l»revpntin||f  the  de^paituix^  from  the  (.Myde  and  the  Mersey  of  several  shii)s 

^t^niltMl  for  the  service  of  tin*  confederate's. 

^ucli  \mnff  the  state  e)f  affairs,  he*r  Maje^sty's  ^iove  i  innent  are*  ne»t  i»re- 
IwpMl  either  to  deny  to  the  southern  States  be*lli.ue*rent  ri^Mits,  oi-  vo  i)rei- 
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pose  to  Parliament  to  make  the  laws  of  the  United  Kingdom  general! 
more  stringent. 

To  allow  U)  the  United  States  the  belligerent  rights  of  blockade  an 
of  search  and  detention  to  the  widest  extent,  and  to  rt»fiise  them  alt< 
gether  to  the  other  party  in  the  civil  war,  who  had  possession  of  a 
extensive  teixitory,  wlio  have  all  the  forms  of  a  regidar  govemmeni 
framed  on  the  model  of  the  United  States,  an<l  who  are  wiehliii 
large  regiUar  armies,  would,  her  Majesty's  government  presume  totbinl 
be  as  contrary  to  the  practi(*e  of  civilized  nations  as  it  woidd  be  to  tli 
niles  of  justice  and  of  international  law. 

Xeitlu^r  can  her  MajcvSty's  government  refuvse  an  asylum  to  person 
landing  oji  oiu*  shores  and  conforming  to  our  laws,  merely  be(*ause  sue 
persons  may  be  or  nmy  have  been  in  hostility  with  a  goverimieut  i 
nation  uith  wh5m  her  Majesty  is  at  peace. 

The  Congress  and  President  of  the  United  States  have  thought  ther 
selves  compelle<l,  by  the  necessity  of  internal  war,  to  restrict  and  cii 
tail  the  liberties  of  the  j)eople  of  those  States.  Her  Majesty's  gover 
ment  do  not  presunie  to  judge  of  that  necessity  but  they  cannot  find  : 
the  hostilities  which  prevail  on  tbe  continent  of  North  America»aiiyju 
tification  for  so  altering  the  laws  of  the  United  Kingdom  as  to  deprii 
the  citizens  of  the  southern  States  of  America  of  that  asylum  wliic 
Great  Britain  has  always  aiiorded  to  men  of  all  nations  and  of  all  iK)lit 
cal  opinions. 

P>ut  while  the  government  of  the  United  States  complahi  that  h( 
Majesty's  policy  of  neutrality  has  failed,  her  Majesty's  government  hav 
hacl  frequent  occasion  to  complain  that  the  United  States  have  earrie 
beyond  all  acknowledged  limits  the'rights  of  belligerents.  The  crews* 
vessels  seized  as  blockjule-runners,  who,  by  the  law  of  nations,  are  onl 
subject  to  detention  till  the  case  of  the  vessel  in  which  they  were  foun 
has  been  heard  in  a  juize  court,  have  been  subjected  to  c*>nfinemeut  fi 
an  indetinite  period  of  time  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  her  Majesty's  gover 
ment  have  more  than  on(?e  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  express  their  opi 
ion  that  such  proceedings  are  a  plain  violation  of  neutral  rights. 

The  United  States  govennnent  have  also  comi)elled  British  merehaii 
trading  between  New  York  and  a  neutral  poit  to  give  bonds  for  t 
conduct  to  be  observed  by  them  in  that  port,  and  for  the  direction 
their  future  voyages,  and  this  is  against  the  plain  tenor  of  the  treati 
subsisting  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  have  likewise  permitted  tli< 
subordinates  and  recruiting  agents  to  enlist  British  sidyects  who  h 
been  drugged,  and  had  not,  wlien  so  enlisted,  recovered  from  the  efte< 
of  the  treatment  to  which  they  had  been  subjected. 

If  her  jMajesty's  government  have  not  resisted  more  strenuously  th 
tliey  have  hitherto  done  these  illegal  and  unfriendly  proceedings,  t 
cause  is  to  be  found  in  their  beli(»f  that  the  jiassion  and  excitement; 
the  contest  have,  for  a  tinu^,  obscured  the  sense  of  justice  and  i^e^pi 
for  law  wbich  usually  distinguish  the  United  States,  and  that  with  t 
close  of  the  contest  calm  consideration  will  return,  and  a  just  view 
these  transactions  will  be  taken. 

The  welfare  and  i)rosperity  of  the  United  States  are  earnestly  desic 
by  the  government  of  her  ^lajesty,  and  the  necessity  of  securing  pea 
and  harmony  on  the  border  between  the  British  and  the  United  Btal 
territory  is  fully  acknowledged.  With  this  dis]>osition  on  both  sidi 
]^ev  Majesty's  government  cannot  doubt  that  adequate  means  of  repre: 
ion  will  be  found,  and  that  signal  failure  will  attend  any  wicked  attemj 
which  may  be  made  to  involve  the  two  nations  in  the  calamities  of  wj 
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It  is  a  pleasure  to  me  to  conclude  this  dispatch  by  noticing  the  haud- 
gorae  torni3  in  which  the  S(M*n»tary  of  State  declares  himself  not  only 
able  but  obliged  to  acknowledge  that  the  Cajuulian  authority  has  in  the 
lastiiwtance  meutione<l  ''  thus  far  co-operated  with  this  government  in 
fiiithfal  and  diligent  efforts  to  bring  tlie  disturbers  of  public  i)eace  to 
justice,''  Her  Majesty's  government  trust  such  faithful  co-operation  in 
tbe  performance  of  friendly  ottices  may  long  continue  on  both  sides. 

I  have  to  instruct  you  to  give  a  copy  of  this  dispatch  to  the  Secretary 
of  State. 

I  am,  &c., 

,    RUSSELL. 

Lord  Lyons,  G.  C.  B.,  i£t. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adatns. 

Xall94.]  Department  of  State, 

WaHhingtoiij  Ikrcmher  19,  1S64. 

Sir:  J  have  to  acknowledge  the  receii»t  of  your  dispatch  of  the  25th 
of  yoveml)er  last,  No.  8liL  It  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  n^pre- 
wutation  which  under  pi-ftvicms  instructions  you  aildressed  to  Karl  Kus- 
8ell,  on  the  8i)ecial  subject  of  the  recent  aggressions  upon  the  Oanadiau 
Iwnler.  The  pai)er  is  a(?curat<s  elaborate,  and  comprehensive,  and  is 
tiieretbre  approved.  1  fear,  liow(»v<»r,  that  her  Majesty's  government 
very  im|>erfectly  apprehend  the  exigen<»y  to  which  their  attention  has 
beeu  called.  Of  c<)ui*se  it  is  not  known  here  what  they  may  have  done 
in  the  premises ;  but  it  is  certain  that  while  they  have  b(H»n  either  con- 
aderiug  it,  or  overlooking  it,  the  complications  of  the  case  have  greatly 
inereasied. 

In  my  dispatch  of  the  14th  instant,  Xo.  1100,  I  informed  ycm  that 
Conrsol,  the  provincial  judge  at  Montreal,  had  set  at  liberty  the  felons 
^lio  eximmitted  the  crimes  of  robbery  and  nuir<h»r  at  St.  Albans.  Sub- 
«ttjiient  information  confirms  the  fact,  with  tlie  achlition  that  the  money 
«toleu,  to  the  amount,  as  is  understoo<l,  of  ninety  thousand  dollars,  which 
Was  in  the  custo<ly  of  tlnj  law,  was  delivered  to  tin*  f<*lons  by  the  police, 
under  the  direction  of  the  same  judg(»,  an<l  that  thus  ri<*hly  furnished 
with  the  spoils  of  our  citizens,  they  were  conv(\ve<l  amid  i)0])ular  accla- 
mations, in  sleighs  which  had  been  j)repared  for  tln»ir  escajK*,  from  the 
<iourtroom,  beyond  the  reach  of  fresh  inusuit ;  that  the  discharge  of 
tli€ prisoners  was  placed  upon  technical  ground,  ilow  (tonfessed  to  be  eiTO- 
neoiis,  equally  in  law  and  in  fjwt;  that  when  new  warrants  wen*  issued, 
the  i>olic«  were  dilatory  and  treacjherous  in  its  ex(»cution,  and  that  all 
^sfforts  for  the  recai)ture  of  the  cul])rits  have  thus  far  b(H»n  unsuccessful. 
It  Is  beUeved  that  they  have  already  escajxMl  from  Canada,  to  find  even 
^ore  sure  protection  and  favor  in  Xova  Scotia.  It  is  imjiossible  to  con- 
sider these  proceedings  as  either  legal,  just,  or  friendly  towards  the 
Tnited  States. 

Ou  the  other  hand,  I  am  just  now  informed  that  liurleigh,  the  pirate 
of  Lake  Erie,  who  was  held  under  a  warrant  of  another  judges  at  Toronto, 
luuj  not  yet  been  set  at  liberty.  J5ut  while  disa])pointm(»nt,  disgust,  and 
i^greton  account  of  the  escape  of  the  felons  at  Montn^al  are  expressed 
bj  the  Cauadian  authorities,  and  while  the  expn^ssion  is  believed  t^)  be 
lincere,  yet  we  have  no  authentic  information  that  any  proceedings  have 
'fcwu  takeu  to  vindicate  the  so-called  neutrality  of  the  British  provinces, 
*  prevent  repetition  of  the  injuries  of  which  we  cx)mplained,  other  than 
^  onavailiiig  renewed  i)ursuit  of  the  offenders  out  of  one  colony  into 
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another.  This  is  the  eoiulition  of  aftairs  on  the  other  side  of  the  bound- 
ary. On  this  side  then*  have  been  intense  feehnjjf  and  energetic  sir-tioa 
Congress  has  i)assed  a  hiw  authorizing  the  buikling  and  equipment  of 
six  steam  revenue  entt(»rs  for  servi(*e  on  the  hikes.  The  Iloust*  of  Kep- 
res(Mitatives  lias  i)asst»d  and  8c»nt  to  the  Senate  a  bill,  whi(!li  i^equests  the 
President  to  give  the  notice  needful  for  bringing  to  an  end  the  i*eciinx»- 
city  treaty.  3Ir.  Chandler,  one  of  the  senators  of  Michigan  in  (^oiijnm 
has  submitted  to  the  Senate  n^sohilions,  of  which  a  copy  is  heivunto 
aniu*xed.  In  submitting  them,  he  discussed  with  severity  and  frankiK'ss 
the  relations  of  the  United  States  and  the  British  provinces.  A  copy  of 
his  remarks  is  glso  annexed. 

Major  General  J)ix,  within  whose  commaiul  the  eastern  jiart  of  the 
frontier  lies,  without  directions  from  the  War  l)ei>artment,  issued  ami 
promulguted  gA(*ral  ord(»rs,  ot  which  a  copy  is  appended.  This  pnH'wl- 
ing,  altiiough  it  met  with  general  favor,  was  n(»veitheless  overruled  aiul 

modified  bv  the  President  in  on**  of  its  essential  features.     That  modili- 

« 

cation  appears  in  the  copy  of  a  supplenu?ntary  order  of  (ieneral  Dl\, 
which  is  appended  to  this  dispatch.  {| 

An  order  has  been  made  by  this  dei)artment,  directing  that  except  im- 
migrant ])ass(Migers,  no  traveler  shall  be  allowed  to  ent(»r  the  United 
States  without  a  i)assi)ort,  signed  and  vised  by  an  American  ministeror 
consid.  A  copy  of  this  or4ler  is  {inncxcd.  Thus  it  ai)iK»ars  that  owing 
to  transactions,  for  which  the  Unittnl  States  believe  themselv(»s  iK*rfwtly 
irresj)onsible,  a  crisis  has  been  n^achcd,  which  does  not  suffer  Aniericau 
citizens, living  in  or  m^arthelJritish  bonier,  to  navigate  the  fnmtier lakes 
and  rivers  in  safetv.  Their  treasure  is  not  safe  in  their  vaults,  andtbeir 
sleep  is  disturbed  by  well-foundiul  apprehensions  of  midnight  fiiv,  nib- 
lM»ry,  and  nuirderous  aggressions  from  the  J  British  border  i)ix)vinces.  Onr 
appeals  and  our  remonstrances  to  her  Ma,jesty's  government  have  not 
gained  for  us  any  assurance  of  greater  security  in  the  future. 

You  will  exercise  your  own  discretion  as  to  the  form  and  extent  in 
which  you  will  jdace  these  fa<'ts  and  rcliections  before  her  Majesty's  gov- 
(»rnment.  [Nevertheless,  I  shall  ])rocure  accurate  information  conceniinif 
the  amount  of  stolen  nu>ney,  which  was  delivered  by  order  of  Jiulge 
Coursol  to  the  felons  at  Montreal,  an<l  1  shall 'exiMH^-t  you  to  inform  her 
Majesty's  government  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  gt)vernment  the  ownew 
of  that  money  at  St.  Albans  are  (»ntitled  to  restitution  thereof. 

In  all  your  communications  with  Karl  Russell  you  will  assure  him  that 
this  government,  while  it  steadily  i>ersev(*res  in  seeking  gimranteesfor 
our  domestic  p(»ace  and  safety  against  the  invasion  of  Iwnler  eiieudeR, 
nevertheless  most  eariH»stly  desires  and  constantly  aims  to  remain  in 
peaccjand  friendship  and  fraternal  intercourse  with  the  I:^ritish  province 
and  with  the  Britisli  emjnre. 

Just  when  1  was  about  to  submit  the  foregoing  iwition  of  this  i»apef 
to  the  President  for  his  ai)proval,  I  was  tavored  by  Mr.  lUirnley  withft 
co[)y  of  a  <lispatch  which  was  addr<'sse<l  by  Karl  Hussell  to  Lord  Lyon* 
on  the  2()th  of  Novend)er  last.  Lord  Lyons  having  received  from  me,  for 
his  own  information,  a  copy  of  my  instruction  to  you,  upon  which  your 
note  of  th(»  *2M  of  Novendx^r  last  to  Karl  Kussell  was  bavSed,Loi*d  Lyons 
very  projM^rly  connnunicated  that  copy  to  tin*  right  honorable  secretaty? 
and  he  with  ecpnd  jn-opriety  answere<l  your  rejuesentation  by  thel)efi)r^ 
mentioned  dispatch,  addressed  to  Lord  Ly^nis.  In  Lord  Lyons's alKsence, 
]\Ir.  Ihirnley  has  i)laced  the  dispatch  in  my  hands.  The  mail  eannotwait 
for  a  full  consideration  on  my  [)art  of  Karl  Kussell's  careful  and  elaboiatf 
paper.  I  think,  howev(»r,  tlmt  what  his  lordship  luus  written  ailonlsno 
reason  for  withholding  from  her  Majesty's  government  the  fa€t^,  opiu- 
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IDS,  and  sentiments  which  I  have  snbmitttMl  in  the  instruction.  Yon 
illf  theiefore,  make  them  known  to  Earl  Enssell,  with  an  exi)lanjvti<m 
'the  fact  that  they  were  prepared,  not  in  reply  to  his  lordsliip's  dis- 
itch  to  Lord  Lyons,  but  in  anticipation  ot  what  he  might  be  pleased  to 
fer. 

I  aip,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  IL  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dx\,  4^.,  d-c. 


THIRTYEIGHTn  CONGRESS,  SECOND  SESSION. 

In  Senate — Wedncffday^  December  14,  LSfM. 

RAIDS  FROM  tup:  BRITISH  PROVINCES. 

Mr.  Chant>ler.*  Mr.  President,  I  see  in  this  niornin«j|;'s  paper  the  fol- 
)wing  announcement : 

"Toronto,  December  13. — The  St.  Albans  raiders  have  been  dis- 
liarge<l  for  want  of  jurisdfttion.    There  is  much  excitement." 

1  desire  to  offer  a  eonple  of  resolutions  this  morning  brarin*?  u])on 
lis  subject,  one  of  them  particularly  ;  but  I^h>  not  expect  to  make  the 
?iiate  understand  the  state  of  feelinj:^  that  exists  on  the  Canadian  bor- 
*.  I  have  a  great  number  of  letters  in  my  i^ossessiou  from  gjMitlemen 
iii^  upon  that  Inu'der.  In  my  own  city,  which  is  within  musket 
ngeof  the  Canadian  shoi-e,  thousands  of  the  citizens  have  been  under 
ms  tor  a  long  time,  and  we  have  been  under  a  (*ontinuous  state  of 
inn  tor  fear  of  incendiari(>s,  murderers,  burglars,  and  robbers  from  the 
nadiau  frontier.  From  the  announcement  that  I  have  read  it  would 
ini  to  api^ear  that  the  Canadian  authorities  have  imule  up  their  minds 
proteet  thi\se  raiders.  As  1  un(h»rstand  it, a  man  goes  from  the  South 
Canada  with  a  commission  purporting  to  be*  issue<l  by  3Ir.  Davis, 
lifits  his  raiding  party,  crosses  the  frontier,  murders,  robs,  burns,  de- 
nys,  returns  again  to  Canada,  and  is  there  protected  by  tin*  authorities. 
le  letters  which  1  have  in  my  i)ossessioii  are  all  bearing  ui)on  that 
int.  The  one  1  now  hold  in  my  han<l  is  from  oiw,  of  our  most  rcspect- 
»le  citizens  m  the  city  of  Detroit,  a  gentleman  of  great  wealth,  of  high 
4itical  and  social  position,  and  who  earnestly  desires  to  avoid  a  dilti- 
ilty  with  (ji-eat  Britain  at  this  time.    He  says : 

"The  anxietj'  gi'owing  out  of  the  mist  and  doubt  encircling  every 
iRior  that  reaches  us  is  not  to  be  endured,  and  upon  some  slight 
rovocation  one  of  these  days,  r(»gardl(*ss  of  neutral  linens,  onr  peoi)le 
ill  lie  found  in  Canada  engaged  in  some  act  that  the  Canadian  govern- 
lent  will  say  is  wrong,  and,  sooner  or  later,  war  will  be  the  result ;  this 
e  do  not  want." 
Again  he  says : 

"Will  you  give  it  your  attention,  for  I  tlnnk  it  involves,  sooner  or 
*ter,  if  not  properly  heeded,  war  with  England." 
A»  I  said  when  I  commenced,  1  have  no  ex])ectation  of  making  the 
taate  (comprehend  this  state  of  excitement,  this  intense  state  of  feel- 
"gwhieh  existM  on  that  border.  Yermontnmy,  for  aught  I  know,  quietly 
Jwiit  to  have  her  towns  robbed  and  burned,  and  her  citizens  murdered, 
•tthe  Northwest  will  not.  The  peoi)le  cannot  be  restrained  unless  the 
<>vwnment  takes  prompt  and  immediate  a«tion  upon  this  subject;  an* 
imie  to  offer  the  following  resolution  on  the  subject.    It  may  not 


*> 
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meet  the  Aiews  of  the  Senate,  but  I  offer  it  for  the  purpose  of  havinj 
the  subject  referred  to  a  committee ;  and  I  have  another  to  follow  it: 

Whc^i^as,  raids  have  been  organized  in  the  Canadas  and  Nova  Scx^ 
and  men  enlisted  in  said  British  provinces  by  men  purporting  to  hoU 
commissions  from  the  rebels  of  thcj  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
robbing  and  murdering  peaceable  citizens  of  the  United  States,  of  bnia- 
ing  cities  and  villages,  of  piratically  capturing  merchant  vessels  aod 
murdering  their  crews,  being  a  general  system  of  murder,  arson,  rob- 
beries, and  plunders  of  the  pea(*eable  and  luiarmed  citizens  of  the  United 
States ;  and  whereas  the  people  of  the  British  i>rovinces  se«m  disposed 
to  protect  these  thieves,  robbers,  incendiari(»s,  pirates,  and  miu'deren, 
not  oidy  in  their  individual  capacity,  but  by  the  cpiibbles  of  the  law: 
Therefore, 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  directed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  immediately  enlisting  an  army  corps  to 
watch  and  defend  our  territory  bordering  on  the  lakes  and  Canailiaa 
line  from  all  hostile  demonstrations.  ^ 

I  ask  for  the  present  consideration  of  the  resolution. 
Mr.  Johnson.    1  object. 

The  President  pro  tempore.    Objection,  is  made,  and  the  resolution 
will  lie  over  nntil  to-morrow. 
Mr.  CuANDLER.    I  move  that  the  resolution  be  i>rinted. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

RECLAJVIATION  ON  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Mr.  Chandler.  I  had  hoped  that  that  resolution  would  pass  unaoi- 
mously  this  morning;  but  as  it  is  objected  to,  of  coui'se  it  must  lie  over. 
I  now  offer  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  rebellion  the  Unitel 
States  were  at  peace  with  the  governments  of  the  world,  and  upon  tern* 
of  comity  and  good  will  with  Great  Britain ;  and  whereas  that  natioB^ 
before  the  anival  on  her  soil  of  our  minister  accredited  by  the  adniiiW" 
tration  of  President  Lincoln,  precipitately  acknowledged  the  rebels  as  bel- 
ligerents, thus  recognizing  their  flag  upon  the  ocean,  without  whiA 
recognition  it  wouhl  have  been  regarded  and  treated  a«  piratical  by  aB 
other  powers ;  and  whereas  she  then  proclaimed  i>erfect  neutrality  be- 
tween a  republic  with  which  she  had  entertained  finendiy  relations  tof 
upward  of  half  a  century  and  its  trea>ionable  subjects;  and  whertt* 
numbers  of  her  subjects,  with  the  knowledge  of  her  government,  oo»- 
menc^d  fitting  out  British  fast-sailing  ships,  loaded  with  mimitionsrf 
war,  for  the  purpose  of  running  into  our  blockaded  ports  to  the  rebehf 
thus  furnishing  them  the  means  of  organizing  and  continuing  the  rebel- 
lion, and  without  which  it  could  not  have  sustained  itself  six  months;  and 
whereas,  in  addition  to  the  above,  an<l  with  the  knowledge  of  tbegov^ 
ernment,  British  subjects  and  members  of  Parliament  engaged  in  tto 
manufacture  of  pirati(*al  English  ships,  owned  by  British  snbjectfly 
manned  by  British  seamen,  and  sailing  under  British  colors,  for  the  pnT' 
l)ose  of  burning,  destroying,  and  utterly  driving  from  the  ocean  all 
peaceful  merchant  vessels  sailing  under  the  United  States  flag;  and 
whereas  many  private  and  unarmed  Anu»rican  ships  have  been  bumec 
and  destroyed  by  these  pirat(»s  from  British  ports,  thus  caiising  grea^ 
loss  and  damage  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States :  Therefore, 

liesolcedy  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  instiiicted  immediately  te^ 

^ake  out  a  list  of  eat*h  ship  ami  cargo  thus  destroyed,  with  a  fair  and 

separate  valuation  thei'eof,  and  interest  thereon  at  the  rate  of  six  pcit 
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t.  per  annum  from  the  date  of  capture  or  (l(\stniction  to  the  date  of 
:ientatiou,  and  that  be  be  directed  to  demand  fnmi  the  British  gov- 
ment  payment  ia  fall  for  all  ships  and  cargoes  destroyed  as  atore- 
1 

.  ask  for  the  present  consideration  of  th(»  resolution,  and  move  that  it 

referred  to  the  Committee  ou  Commerce. 

rhe  President  2>^o  temjfore.    It  requires  unauimcms  consent  to  con- 

ler  the  resolution  at  the  present  time.    Is  then*  objection ! 

\Ir.  Johnson.    I  object. 

rhe  President  pro  tempore.    Objection  bein«i:  made,  it  will  lie  over. 

Mr.  Chandler.    I  move  that  the  resolution  be  printed. 

Tbe  motion  was  agreed  to. 


[Goueral  Orders  No.  97.] 

w Headquarters  I)epart3ient  of  the  East, 

Xew  York  Citi/^  December  14,  1864. 

Information  ha\ing  been  receiv<»d  at  these  heacbpiarters  that  the  rebel 
araiiders  who  were  guilty*of  murih»r  and  robbery  at  St.  Albans  liave 
enilisi'hargecl  from  aiTcst,  and  that  other  (*nt(»rprises  of  a  like  char- 
ter are  actually  in  i)reparation  in  Canada,  the  (fommanding  g(»neral 
t'uis  it  due  to  the  peojile  of  the  frontier  towns  to  adopt  the  most  prompt 
1(1  efficient  measures  lor  the  security  of  their  lives  and  i)ro[)erty. 
All  military  commanders  on  the  frontiers  are  therefore  instructed, 
ca,s(^  further  acts  of  depredation  and  murder  are  attempted,  whether 
marauders  or  persons  acting  under  commissions  from  the  rebel  au- 
orities  at  Kichmond,  to  shoot  down  the  perpetrators,  if  i)ossible,  while 
the  commission  of  their  crimes;  or,  if  it  be  necessary,  with  a  view  to 
eir  capturt',  to  cross  the  boundary  between  tlu»  United  States  ayd 
inada,  said  commandei*s  are  hereby  dire(*ted  to  i)ursue  them  wherever 
fy  may  take  refu^i^e,  and  if  captured  they  are  under  no  circumstances 
be  surrendered,  but  are  to  be  sent  to  these  headixuarters  for  trial  and 
nisbmeut  by  nmrtial  law. 

The  m$\jor  general  commanding  the  department  will  not  hesitate  to 
ercise  to  the  fullest  extent  the  authority  he  possesses,  un^ler  the  rules 
law  re(*ognized  by  all  civilized  states,  in  regard  to  persons  organizing 
istile  expeditions  within  neutral  territory  and  ll(»eing  to  it  for  an  asy- 
m  after  committing  acts  of  depredation  within  our  own,  such  an  ex(T- 
86  of  authority  ha\ing  become  indisj)ensable  to  protect  our  (titles  and 
twns  trom  incendiiirism  and  our  peoi)le  from  robbery  and  murder. 
It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the  inhabitants  of  our  frontier  districts  will 
b«tain  from  all  acts  of  retaliaticm  on  account  of  the  outrages  committed 
,v  rebel  marauders,  and  that  the  proper  measiues  of  redress  will  be  left 
i>tlie  action  of  the  public  authorities. 
By  command  of  31ajor  General  Dix: 

D.  T.  VAX  BUREN, 
Colonel  and  Asswtayit  Adjutant  General. 

Official: 

WlilGUT  KIVES, 

Aide-de-Camp, 
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[General  Orders  No.  100.] 

Headquarters  Depart^ient  of  the  East, 

Kew  York  City^  December  17,  1804 

Tlie  Pi'osideiit  of  tlie  United  States  having  (lisai)proved  of  that  por- 
tion of  (lei)aitnient  General  Orders  No.  97,  citrrent  series,  which  instrocd 
all  military  commanders  on  the  frontier,  in  certain  cases  therein  siH'i'ified, 
to  cross  the  bcmndary  line  between  the  Uiuted  States  and  Canada,  anl 
directs  imrsuit  into  neutral  territory,  the  said  instructiou  is  hereby 
revoked. 

In  case,  therefore,  of  any  future  maraiuling  expedition  into  our  teni- 
tory  from  Canada,  military  commanders  on  the  frontiers  will  i^eiMjrttO 
these  lu^adquarters  for  orders  before  crossing  the  boundary  line  iu  par- 
suit  of  the  guilty  parties. 

l>y  command  of  Major  General  Dix : 

D.  T.  VAX  BCTREX, 
Colonel^and  AssKistant  Itdjutant  General 

Official : 

G.  YON  EICKSTEDT, 

Aide-de-Camp, 


general  INSTRUCTIONS  IN  REGARD  TO  PASSPORTS. 

Department  of  State, 

Waffhingtonj  July  1,  1864.  i 

Citizens  of  the  United  States  visiting  foreign  countries  are  liable  tf 
serious  inconvenience  if  unprovided  with  authentic  proof  of  their  nationil 
character.  Th(»ir  best  safeguard  is  a  pasjf|)ort  from  this  department^ 
certifying  the  bearer  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  PtissiMfftl 
are  issued  upon  ai)plication,  supported  by  proof  of  citizenship. 

On  all  subsecpu^nt  oc(;asi(nis  a  simple  reference  to  the  number  aod 
dates  of  passi)ort  will  be  sufficient. 

When  the  applicant  is  a  native  citizen  of  the  United  States^  he  miwfc 
tmnsmit  an  athdavit  of  this  fact,  signed  by  him,  stating  his  age  and 
place  of  birth,  and  sworn  to  by  liimsi^lf  and  one  other  citizen  of  ti»6 
United  States  named  therein,  to  whom  he  is  personally  knowni,  and  to 
the  best  of  whose  knowledge  and  lu^lief  the  d(»elaration  made  by  him  is 
true.  This  affidavit  must  be  attested  by  a  notary  public,  under  hisfflg- 
iiature  and  seal  of  office.  When  thcue  is  no  notary  in  the  place,  tSe 
affidavit  may  be  made  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  or  other  officer 
authorized  to  administer  oaths. 

If  the  applicant  be  a  naturalized  citizen,  his  certificate  of  naturaliWr 
tion  nuist  be  transmitted  for  inspection.  It  will  be  I'etumed  with  the 
passport.  Th(»  widow  or  the  children  of  a  naturalized  citizen  must  trans* 
mit  the  ctTtilicate  of  the  naturalization  of  the  husband  or  the  fathiery 
stating  under  oath  that  they  are  such  >Yidow  or  children. 

The  application  should  be  accompanied  by  a  description  of  the  I>er8<»i 
stating  the  following  particulars,  viz:  Age,  years;  stature, 

,  feet,  inches, (p]nglish  measure;)  forehead,  ;  eyes,  jnosS] 

;    mouth,  ;  chin,  ;  hair,  ;   complexion  J 

face. 

When  the  applicant  is  to  be  accompanied  by  his  wife,  children,  or  ser 
Vants,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  state  the  names  and  ages  of  such  personS; 
and  their  relationship  to  the  applicant. 
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Persons  who  leave  tlie  eoniitry  expecting  to  obtain  i)assi)orts  wliile 
ibroad  from  the  diplomatic  or  consular  a^jents  of  the  United  States  are 
liable  to  disiippointment,  inasmuch  as  it  is  the  duty  of  those  apMits  not 
to  grant  diKniments  of  that  character,  except  to  persons  who  are  cer- 
tainly known  to  Ik*  entitled  to  them  ;  and  it  is  sometimes  dithcult,  if  not 
bpnieticable,  to  prmnire  pr4H)f  of  this  fact  in  a  tbreij^n  country. 

Certificates  of  citizenship  or  passports  issued  by  State  authorities,  or 
bjjuiUcial  or  municii)al  functionaries  of  the  United  States,  are  not 
recognizetl  by  the  officers  of  foreign  governments;  and  by  the  twentv- 
Uiini  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  on  the  is'tli  of  Auf^ust, 
I8j0.it  is  made  penal  for  such  authorities  and  functionaiies  to  issue  such 
passports. 

When  husband,  wife,  and  mintn*  children  expect  to  travel  to^^ether,  a 
rinjrle  passport  for  the  whole  will  suffice.  For  any  other  person  in  the 
party  a  sc^parate  passp4n't  will  be  rcMpiired. 

Anew  passport  will  be  exi)ected  to  be  taken  out  by  every  jM^rson  wImmi- 
everbe  or  she  mayjeave  the  United  States,  and  every  passpoit  must  be 
renewi^l,  either  at  this  department ftr  at  a  le^^ation  or  consulate  abroad, 
within  one  year  from  its  date. 

Five  dollars  tax,  as  imposed  by  law,  will  be  required  in  United  States 
cnrrency  with  each  application. 


Department  of  State, 

Washinffton,  Ikremher  17,  1S(>4. 

The  President  directs  that,  except  immi^\ant  passcMi^ers  directly  enter- 
ing an  American  port  by  sea,  henceforth  no  traveler  shall  be  allowed  to 
ttter  the  United  States  from  a  foreign  country  without  a  ])assport.  If 
•  citizen,  the  passport  must  be  from  this  dei)artm(Mit,  or  from  some 
Tnited  States  minister  or  consul  abroad;  and  if  an  alien,  from  the  con»- 
petent  authority  of  his  own  country;  thc^  passport  to  be  countcMsi^ied 
tjr a  diplomatic  agent  or  consul  of  th(^  United  States. 

Thi8  regulation  is  intended  to  apidy  especially  to  persons  proposing  to 
Wneto  the  United  States  from  the  neighboring  J>ritish  provinces.  Its 
obttnance  ^\i\\  he  strictly  enforced  by  all  officMMs,  civil,  military,  and 
total,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  the  State  and  municipal 
Srthorities  are  requested  to  aid  in  its  execution.  It  is  exj>ected,  how- 
wer,  that  no  immigrant  passenger,  coming  in  manner  aforesaid,  will  be 
•htructeil,  or  any  other  persons  who  may  set  out  on  their  way  hither 
Wore  intelligence  of  this  regulation  could  r(»a.sonably  be  exi)ected  to 
I  ittch  the  countrj'  from  which  they  may  have  started. 

WILLIAM  IL  SEWAKD. 

L  Passports  for  Canada  and  the  adjoining  British  provinces  are  issued 
J^ one  year,  and  need  not  be  sunendered  within  that  period. 
'  IL  Citizens  of  the  United  States,  desirous  of  visiting  Canada,  may  take 
^  their  pas8i>ort8  either  from  LTnjted  States  consulates,  or  from  this 
*pwtnient. 
'  III  United  States  consular  agents  are  authorized  to  issue  passports, 
**d  may  countersign  those  of  foreigners. 

I^.  Travelers  making  transit  through  Canada,  from  one  American 
port  to  another  American  port,  must  procure  i)assports. 

V.  Persons  residitig  near  the  line,  who  desire  to  cross  and  recross  daily, 
in  pnnmit  of  their  usual  avoc^itions,  are  "  travelers"  in  the  contemplation  ' 
of  the  order,  and  must  provide  themselves  with  passports. 
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VI.  Females  and  minor  children,  traveling  alone,  are  included  in  thi 
order.  When,  however,  husband,  wife,  and  minor  children  travel  to 
gether,  a  single  passport  for  the  whole  will  snffiee.  For  any  other  pena 
in  the  i)arty  a  sc»parate  passi)()rt  will  be  reqniretl. 

VII.  Should  any  i)erson,  native  or  foreign*,  clandestinely  enter  th 
United  States  in  derogation  of  the  order,  the  fact  should  be  rei)ortedlii 
the  military  authoiities  of  the  district. 


Mr,  Seward  td  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washhigtoii,  Becetnber  19, 1864 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  eomhumicate,  for  your  information,  aa^ 
of  an  instniction  of  this  department  of  the  6th  instant,  and  of  its  iuelofr 
iires,  a'ddressed  to  Mr.  Adams,  Unit^l  States  minister  at  Ix)ndon,*on 
the  subject  of  certain  intercei^ted  correspondence  of  insurgents  residing 
in  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  d;e.,  dc,  etc 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  Becemher  21, 1864 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  th 
19th  instant,  and  of  its  inclosures,  relative  to  certain  intercepted  ost 
respondence  from  i)ersons  residing  in  Canada. 

I  beg  to  state,  in  reply,  that  I  have  this  day  forwarded  to  his  exod- 
lency  the  governor  general  of  Canada  copies  of  your  communication,  aoi 
that  I  will  avail  myself  of  the  first  opportunity  to  make  her  Majes^ 
government  acquainted  with  the  information  which  is  contained  therein 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  inoil 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLET. 

Hon.  WILLIA3I  H.  Seward,  cfcc,  cCc,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

DEPART>rENT  OP  STATE, 

WashingtoUy  December  21, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information  of  her  Biitaiinii 
Majesty's  authortties,  that  by  a  dispatch  of  the  13th  instant,  firom  th 
United  States  consul  at  Halifax,  I  have  been  ai)prised  of  the  exist^io 
of  a  piratical  organization,  consisting  of  about  three  hundr^  i^ersonf 
which  has  been  formed  for  the  purpos(^  of  seizing,  plundering,  ordestroj 
ing,  or,  where  it  may  be  practicable,  of  appropriating  steamers  and  othe 

[*  See  instruction,  No.  1163,  to  Mr.  Adams,  December  6, 1864,  oiiAk] 


fi 
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reBsels  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  at  different  points 
itoug  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  coasts,  and  on  lakes  situated  between  the 
United  States  and  Canada.    The  consul  states  that  this  body  of  desper- 
adoes will  separate  into  smaller  parties  and  operate  at  difterent  points ; 
tiiata  i>ortion  of  the  band  will  remain  at  Nassau ;  that  several  i)ersons 
MoDging  to  the  organization  have  pretended  commissions  from  the 
so-called  secretary  of  the  navy  of  the  insurgc^nts  in  arms  against  this 
government;  that  some  of  the  parties  connected  with  this  organization 
fcft  Halifax  recently  in  the  steamer  Acadie,  which  sailed  for  Nassau  and 
Havana;  that  Braine,  one  of  the  piratical  leaders  engaged  in  the  seiz- 
ure of  the  steamers  Chesjipeake  and  Koanoke,  was  at  Halifax  two  or 
three  days  before  the  consular  dispatch  referred  to  was  writti*n ;  and 
that  he  left  under  an  assumed  name  in  a  schooner  for  Nassau;  that  Mc- 
Donald, who  was  associated  with  Braine  in  the  seizure  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, is  said  to  l>e  in  Canada,  in  the  vicinity  of  Detroit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  ♦ 

^  WILLIAM  II.  SEWAKD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  d-c,  c£t.,  d'c. 


TttS 


' 


Mr.  Jackson  to  Mr,  F.  W.  Seward. 

STo.  141.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Hall/ad',  Xoi'a  Scotiaj  December  13,  1804. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  an  organization  of  rebels 

been  formed,  consisting  of  at  least  three  hundred  persons,  for  the 

porpose  of  seizing,   plundering,   destroying,  and,  where  practicable, 

appropriating  American  steamers  and  otiier  vessels  at  different  points 

along  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  coasts,  and  on  the  upper  lakes. 

The  main  object  of  these  i)irates  will  be  to  seize  vessels  having  large 
amounts  of  money  on  hand.  This  body  of  desperadoes  will  separate  in 
laaller  parties  and  operate  at  different  points.  Their  base  of  oiKuations 
and  headquarters  will  hereafter  be  at  Havana,  at  which  place  they  will 
besupplieil  with  money,  and  such  arms  and  other  means  as  maybe 
leeesKary  to  facilitate  their  operations.  A  portion  of  the  company  will 
piobably  remain  at  Nassau;  another  portion  will  proceed  from  Havana 
to  VeraCruz,  and  another  i)ortion  to  California,  for  the  pmpose  of  inter- 
cepting and  seizing  the  Pacific  mail  steamers. 

Those  steamers  carrying  the  largest  amcmnts  of  money  will  be  the  spe- 
cial objects  of  attack.  Several  persons  belonging  to  the  organization 
have  (commissions  from  the  rebel  secretaiy  of  the  navy.  Some  of  the 
parties  connected  with  the  piratical  gang  left  here  last  week  in  the 
steamer  Acadie,  which  sailed  for  Nassau  and  Havana,  and  which  steamer, 
it  is  said,  will  proceed  from  Havana  to  V^era  Cniz. 

I  Lieutenant  Braine,  one  of  the  piratical  leaders,  and  who  was  connected 
^th  the  seizure  of  the  Chesapeake  and  lioanoke,  and  who  has  a  com- 
Buasion  from  the  rebel  government,  was  here  two  or  three  days  ago  in 
disguise,  and  left  under  an  assumed  name  in  a  schooner  for  Nassau. 
McDonald,  who  was  connected  with  Braine  in  the  seizure  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, is  said  to  be  in  Canada,  in  the  vicinity  of  Detroit. 
I  have  tiie  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  M.  JACKSON, 

United  States  Consul. 
Hon.  F.  W.  Sewabd, 

AniiUmt  Seorn^ry  of  State. 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seicard. 

So.  840.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  December  22, 1864. 

Sir:  In  connection  with  your  dispatch  Xo.  11C4,  of  the  20th  of  K»- 
venibcr,  I  have  tlie  honor  now  to  transmit  copies  of  a  letter  addresaei 
by  u»e  to  Lord  Knssell  on  the  12th,  and  of  his  lordship's  reply  of  the  IGtb 
instant,  relative  to  (ieneral  Dix's  report  of  tlie  hostile  uiovements  ia 
Canada. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  voiir  obedient  servant, 

^  ClIAliLES  FlixV^ClS  ^VDAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

ISevretary  of  State, 


•  J/r.  Adams  to  Earl  Russelh 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  December  12,  1804. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  copy 
of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  at  Washin^on,  by  the 
officer  holding  the  chief  command  in  the  military  department  embracinyr 
the  northern  frontier  of  the  L^nited  States.  I  have  alreadv  been  called 
upon  to  enter  so  fully  into  the  argument  connected  with  this  subjecli 
that  1  deem  it  supei-tluous  on  the  jiresent  occasion  to  do  more  than 
furnish  this  i)a[)er  as  an  additional  illustration. 

1  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship^s  most 
obijdieut  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  etc.,  cf-c,  d'o. 


Mr.  Dana  to  Mr,  Seward, 

War  Department, 
Washington  Cityy  November  25, 1864. 

Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  transmit  for  your  infonna* 
tion  the  inclosiHl  copy  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Dix  relative  to  the 
disturbed  condition  of  the  northern  tiontiers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  William  n.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Major  General  Dix  to  Mr,  Stanton, 
H] 


[eabquarters  Department  of  the  East^ 

Xeic  York  City^  Xovember  22, 1864. 


Sir  :  I  have  the  following  reliable  information :    There  are  about  fixrtgr 
rebels  in  Marysburg,  Prince  Edward's  County,  Canada,  on  the  noitt 

f 


I  REBEL  OPERATIONS  FROM  CANADA.  81 

«We  of  Lake  Ontario,  and  northwest  of  Oswego.    They  drill  regularly 
about  three  times  a  week,  and  are  armed  with  revolvers.    They  board 
irith  the  tanners  in  the  neighl)orhood,  seem  to  have  plenty  of  money, 
and  say  they  belong  to  John  Morgan's  corps.    These  organizations  for 
hostile  purposes,  on  Canadian  soil,  are  so  plainly  in  violation  of  all  the 
ftbligations  of  neutrality,  that  I  cannot  doubt  the  willingness  of  the 
)laiiadian  authorities  to  put  an  end  to  them  on  proper  notice. 
There  are  some  indications  of  retaliation  on  the  i)art  of  our  citizens 
long  the  frontier,  on  account  of  the  outrages  on  the  Detroit  Kiver  anil 
:  St.  Albans;  and  I  think  the  publication  of  my  report  in  regard  to 
le  former  would  have  a  salutary  iniluence  on  both  sides  of  the  line. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major  Generalj  Keic  York. 
Hon.  E.  3r.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  Deeemher  16, 1864. 

Sm  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
he  12th  instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary 
dC  War  of  the  United  States,  by  the  oflicer  holding  the  chief  commanil 
in  the  military  department  embracing  the  northern  frontier  of  the  Uni- 
ied  States,  resi>ecting  the  organization  of  a  party  of  persons  in  Canada, 
■iq^paTently  with  a  view  of  hostile  operations  against  the  territory  of 
the  United  States. 

Ihave  to  state  to  you,  in  reply,  that  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's 
goveniment  is  very  seriously  directted  to  the  means  of  preventing  such 
JMoads  on  the  territory  of  the  United  States  as  that  which  is  commonly 
known  by  the  name  of  the  St.  Albans  raid. 

If  it  sh(mld  appear  that  the  persons  concerned  in  such  inroads  are  for 
any  reason  not  subject  to  extradition,  they  and  others  must  in  some  way 
be  effectually  prevented  from  committing  similar  offenses  against  a 
neighboring  state. 
\  But  I  need  scarcely  point  out  to  you  that  any  invasion  of  the  Canada 
territory'  from  the  United  States  would  excite  hostile  feelings  in  Canada 
•gainst  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  might  i)rove  extremely  in- 
jurious to  the  pacific  relations  between  the  two  countries. 

Ihave  the  honor  to  l>e,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedientj  humble  servant, 

KUSSELL. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  rf-c,  dr.,  &c. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

Washington,  December  24, 1864. 
8iB:  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  8th  instant,  and  to  previous- 


'  usve  reoeiveu  uom  luis  eAceiicuc^  ljuc  guveniur  ^trut^rui  oi  ^iiiiaua,  uy 

wbidi  yoa  will  peroeive  that  the  Canadian  government  is  fully  alive  to 

6  A  o— yoL.  n# 
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the  importance  of  preventing  the  formation  of  any  plans  hostile  to  th 
United  States  on  British  soil. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  mos 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  cfcc,  cfcc,  cfcc. 


Viscount  Monck  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Government  House,  Quebec^  December  17, 1864 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatdi 
of  the  11th  instant,  and  its  inclosures,  relative  to  the  movements  of  the 
steamer  Georgiana,  and  to  other  proceedings  reported  to  be  on  footin 
Canada  hostile  to  the  United  States. 

I  have  to  request  that  you  will  infoim  Mr.  Seward  that  the  Canadian 
government  is  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  preventing  the  formation 
of  any  plans  hostile  to  the  United  States  on  British  soil,  and  has  takai 
stringent  measures  to  that  end,  both  of  a  civil  and  military  character* 
I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

MONCK 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cf-c,  &c. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Memorandum.] 

Relative  to  the  apprehended  attempts  of  persons  hostile  to  the  United 

;  States  from  Canada,  Viscount  Monck  informs  me  that  he  has  takei 

measures  for  the  prevention  of  such  acts,  by  the  establishment  of  ade 

tective  police  force,  under  special  stipendiary  magistrates,  along  thi 

border  between  Canada  and  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 

Viscount  Monck  has  also  called  out  for  pennanent  duty  a  strong  ford 
of  the  volunteer  militia,  who  are  to  be  stationed  on  the  frontier  hne. 

These  measures  Viscount  Monck  hopes  will  eft'ectually  prevent  anj 
r  such  attempts  as  those  alluded  to. 

.British  Legation,  Washington^  Bece^nher  26, 1864. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  December  28, 1864. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  13th  December,  relative  1 
the  alleged  manufacture  of  what  is  known  as  "  Greek  fire,"  for  use  i 
attempts  to  bum  cities  of  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to  tran 
mit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  which  I  have  received  from  his  exa 
lency  the  governor  general  of  Canada. 

I  have  the'honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  mo 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUBNIiBY. 

Hon.  WiSJbiAM  JBL.  Seward,  c£-o.,  dtc,  &c. 
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Viscount  Monck  to  Mr,  Burnley. 

Quebec,  December  20, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
andinclosares  relative  to  the  alleged  manufacture  at  Windsor  of  "  Greek 
fire,"  for  use  in  attempts  to  bum  cities  in  the  United  States. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  will  take  immediate  meas- 
ures to  have  the  truth  of  this  allegation  investigated,  and  should  it 
prove  well  founded  I  will  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  within  my 
power  to  defeat  the  objects  of  those  engaged  in  the  manufacture. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

MONCK. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  cfec,  etc.,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  Deceinber  28, 1864. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  14th  instant,  relating  to  sus- 
picions entertained  that  two  ve^^sels  in  course  of  construction  in  Mon- 
treal are  intended  to  be  employed  for  purposes  hostile  to  the  United 
States,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  copy  of  a  dis- 
patch which  I  have  received  from  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  by 
which  you  will  perceive  that  his  excellency  will  cause  an  investigation 
to  be  made. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
tobedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUKNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  etc.,  cfcc,  cfcc. 


Viscount  Monck  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Quebec,  December  22, 1864. 

8iB:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of 
tte  15tii  instant,  with  its  inclosures,  respecting  two  vessels  now  building 
at  Montreal,  alleged  to  be  for  the  naval  ser\ice  of  the  so-called  Confed- 
erat€  States. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  will  cjiuse  the  suspicious 
cirenmstances  connected  with  these  vessels  to  be  strictly  investigated, 
and  will  be  guided  in  my  actions  by  the  facts  which  may  be  elicited. 

I  may  add  that  there  is  no  fear  of  any  immediate  danger  from  these 
vessels,  as  the  navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence  is  now  closed  for  the  sea- 
son, and  it  is  impossible  that  these  vessels  can  leave  Montreal  for  the 
next  four  or  five  months. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

MQNCET. 

J.  Hume  Buenley,  Esq.,  ct-c,  cfcc,  c6c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  29, 1864. 

8eR:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge,  with  sincere  gratification,  the 
receipt  of  your  note  of  the  24th,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a 
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dispatch  of  the  17th  instant,  addressed  to  you  by  his  excellency  th 
governor  general  of  Canada,  in  which,  with  reference  to  the  case  of  th 
steamer  Georgian,  it  is  stated  that  the  Canadian  government  is  full; 
alive  to  the  importance  of  i)re venting  the  formation  of  any  plans  hof 
tile  to  the  United  States  on  British  soil,  and  that  it  has  taken  stringeD 
measures  to  that  end,  both  of  a  civil  aiid  military  character. 

I  beg  you  to  convey  to  his  excellency  an  expression  of  the  high  appie 
ciation  entei-tained  by  this  government  of  the  friendly  spirit  which  he 
has  manifested,  and  of  the  judicious  measures  which  he  has  mlopted, 
with  a  view  to  the  preservation  of  the  neutrality  of  her  Majesty's  proY- 
inces. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
Servian  t 

'  WILLIAM  H.  SEWAfiD. 

J.  HiDiE  Burnley,  Esq.,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 


Mr.  Sexcard  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

DEPART:ttENT  OF  StATE, 

WashUigtorij  December  30, 1864 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose,  for  the  information  of  her  Majes^^ft 
government,  a  copy  of  depositions  which  were  communicated  to  me  on 
•  the  22(1  instant,  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  Jacob  Thompson,  an 
insurgent  enemy  of  the  CJnited  States  in  Canada,  and  to  those  of  .one 
Holcombe  and  others,  in  organizing,  aiding,  and  abetting  hostile  expe- 
ditions against  the  United  States.  I  will  thank  you  to  communicate  the 
information  to  liLs  excellency  Viscount  Monck,  but  I  must  request  yon 
to  cause  the  names  of  the  deponents  to  be  regarded  as  confidential. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  c£c,  cOc,  lic 


Col.  Siceet  to  Mr.  Seicard^ 

Headquarters  Post  ( -a^ip  Douglas, 

Chicago,  III.,  December  22, 1864. 

Sir  :  At  the  request  of  Hon.  Charles  S.  Wilson,  editor  of  the  Chicago 
Evening  Journal,  1  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  affidavits  of 
Maurice  Langhorn,  of  Kentucky,  and  John  Maugham,  an  intelhgent 
young  Englishman,  of  Windsor,  Canada,  both  of  which  show  that  Mr. 
Jacob  Thompson,  of  Mississippi,  probably  originated,  certainly  abetted, 
the  two  rebel  raids  lately  attempted,  the  first  in  August  last,  at  the  timo 
of  the  Chicago  convention  ;  the  second  on  the  8th  of  November,  attto 
time  of  the  presidential  election,  on  Chicago  and  Camp  Douglas,  9Xki 
both  of  which  were  to  have  been  assisted  by  the  Sons  of  Liberty  of 
Illinois  and  other  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

B.  J.  SWEET, 

Col.  Cofi^^d^g  Poit. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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United  States  of  A3ierica, 

Northern  dhtrict  Illinois,  city  of  Chicago : 

I,  Jobn  Maugham,  of  Windsor,  Canada  West,  ap:ed  twenty-two  years, 
and  by  occ'upation  a  bank  clerk  and  teller,  beinp:  duly  sworn  on  oatb,  do 
depose  and  say:  That  some  time  in  the  month  of  3Iay  or  June,  lsr»4, 
while  acting  as  a  bank  clerk  in  the  Bank  of  lJi)per  Canada,  at  Wind- 
sor, Canada  West,  I  became  acciuainted  with  a  man  who  seemed  to  Ix* 
abont  fifty  years  of  age;  was  introduced  to  him  at  the  Unrons  House 
in  Windsor,  by  whom  I  do  not  remember,  as  Captain  Carson.  About 
the  time  of  my  first  acquaintance  with  this  man  be  ivceived,  from  some 
persou  unknown  to  me,  a  lar^e  sum  of  money,  through  the  Bank  of 
'  U||per  Canada,  in  a  sealed  package.  I  saw  him  not  more  than  once  or 
twi(re  again  till  the  2oth  of  August  following,  when  I  met  him  at  Toron- 
to, Canada,  and  then  and  there  learned  that  his  true  name  was  Jacob 
Thompson,  and  that  he  was  from  the  southern  and  rebel  8tates  of  the 
United  States. 

At  Toronto,  Canada,  nbout  the  25th  or  2rith  day  of  August,  1864,  I 
became  ac(puiinted  with  a  man  then  calling  himself  and  passing  under 
the  name  of  Ch»3'  Wilson,  but  who  has  sincte  been  known  to  me  as  Captain 
B.  J.  Castleman,  of  Kentucky  and  the  rebel  army,  who  is  now  im])ris- 
one«l  at  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  where  I  visited  him  on  the  8th  day  of 
October,  18(>4,  after  his  aiTCst. 

At  the  time  of  my  first  acquaintance  with  ]Mr.  Wilson,  otherwise  Cap- 
tain Castleman,  namely,  alwut  the  25th  or  2Gth  of  August,  aforesaid,  I 
understood  an  expedition  was  being  fitted  out  at  Toronto,  Canada,  to 
gosonth;  that  Dr.  Hunter,  since  known  to  me  as  Captain  Ilines,  of  the 
rebel  army.  Colonel  Ben.  Nicholson,  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Wilson,  otherwise 
Captain  Castleman,  Maurice  Langhorn,  and  men  named  Leslie,  Bell, 
Wassou,  and  others,  were  to  take  part  in  the  expedition. 

It  was  arranged  that  I  shoidd  remain  at  Toronto  after  the  departure 
of  the  expedition,  and  irarry  ten  thousaiul  dollars  to  Captain  Castleman.  at 
Chicago.  I  do  not  remember  what  day  the  expedition  left  Toronto,  out 
thiuk  very  soon  after.  I  do  not  know  what  the  strength  of  the  expedi- 
tion was,  but  afterwards  understood  that  the  ex])edition  was  to  have 
been  assist4:*d  in  its  real  object  by  i)ersons  in  Chicago. 

On  Tue^sday,  the  30th  day  of  August,  1804,  in  the  ofhce  of  the  Queen's 
Hotel,  Toronto,  Canada,  Jacob  Thompscm  gave  me  ten  thousand  dollars 
in  Ciiitwl  States  cnn^ency,  gi'eenbac^ks,  all  in  bills  of  the  dcMiomination 
of  five  hundred  dollars,  with  instructions  to  deliver  the  same  to  Wilson, 
otherwise  Capt.  Castleman,  at  (Chicago,  Illinois.  I  left  Toronto  on  the 
same  day,  arrived  at  Chicago  on  the  morning  of  the  31st  of  August, 
1^,  and  delivered  the  money,  as  had  been  directed,  to  Capt.  Castleman. 
At  Chicago  I  learned  that  the  expedition  was  a  failure.  I  nu^t  Captain 
^aatleman  in  the  southern  part  of  Illinois  and  Indiana  soon  nfter,  and 


Dlinois,  and  thereafter  acted  as  a  messenger  for  him. 

On  the  1st  day  of  November,  18(J4,  undtn*  instructions  from  Captain 
ffinesto  go  to  Kentucky  and  find  Colonel  Jessies  a  Kentucky  guerilla, 
''Jidask  him  to  send  as  many  men  of  his  commiuul  as  possible  to  Capt. 
pneg,  at  Chicago,  to  arrive  there  as  soon  as  the  8th  of  November,  I 
^^ft  Chicago  and  went  Wa  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  Lexington,  Kentucky, 
^^  the  mouth  of  the  Drennen,  found  (.-ol.  Jessie,  delivered  the  message, 
8^4  he  promised  to  send  the  men. 

I  also  gave  him,  by  direction  of  Captain  Ilines,  eleven  hundi-ed  dol-     ^ 
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lars  to  pay  expenses,  and  retomed,  via  IndianapoliB,  Indiana^  t 
cago,  where  on  the  evening  of  the  16titi  day  of  November,  1864, 
arrested. 

J.  MANGHi 

United  States  of  America, 

Northern  District  of  Illinois : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  on  the  22d  day  of  December, 
1864,  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  John  Mangham,  who,  being  by  me  fire 
sworn,  did  declare  and  say  that  the  contents  of  the  foregoing  stat^ 
by  him  subscribed  are  true. 

Witness  my  hand  and  official  seal  at  Chicago,  this  23d  Deeeml 
D.  1864. 

[L.  s.]  PHILIP  A.  HOYNE, 

United  States  Commissioner  Northern  District  Illit 


United  States  of  America, 

Northern  District  of  Illinois^  City  of  Chicago : 

I,  Maurice  Langhom,  of  Marjsville,  Kentucky,  aged  twenty-six : 
iand  formerly  a  member  of  company  B,  fifth  Kentucky  rebel  ca 
Colonel  D.  Howard  Smith,  being  duly  sworn,  on  oath  do  say  that, 
about  the  17th  day  of  June,  1864, 1  went  to  Windsor,  Canada  ^ 
that  very  soon  after  my  aiTival  I  saw  a  man  who  passed  under  the 
of  Carson,  but  whose  real  name  is  Colonel  Jacob  Thompson,  of  1 
sippi,  formerly  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  under  Mr.  Buchanan. 
I^Ir.  Thompson  in  Washington  City,  during  the  time  that  he  was  I 
tary  of  the  Interior,  and  at  Kichmond  since  the  breaking  out  of  the  pi 
rebellion,  and  know  him  to  be  the  same  man.  Mr.  Thompson  di 
remain  at  Windsor  long  after  my  arrival,  but  established  his  heac 
ters  at  the  Queen's  Hotel,  at  Toronto,  Canada.  About  the  25th  oi 
of  August,  1864,  at  Windsor,  Canada,  Colonel  Ben.  Andei^soi 
merly  of  third  rebel  Kentucky  regiment,  told  me  that  some  e: 
tion  was  afoot  for  the  benefit  of  the  confederate  government  aj 
the  United  States,  and  that  the  same  was  to  be  fitted  out  and  star 
Toronto,  gave  me  a  free  ticket  to  Toronto,  and  proposed  to  me  t( 
I  assented,  and  went  with  him  to  Toronto,  where  we  met  with 
Thompson,  Captain  Castleman  of  Morgan's  command.  Dr.  B.  F.  £ 
assistant  surgeon  fourth  rebel  Kentucky  cavalry,  and  John  Mauj 
who  had  been  a  bank  clerk  with  the  Bank  of  Upper  Canada,  at ' 
sor.  It  had  been  arranged  and  agreed  upon  that  an  expeditioi 
posed  of  rebel  soldiers,  escaped  prisoners  and  officers,  to  number,  j 
said,  two  to  three  hundred  meu,  should  proceed  to  Chicago,  Illino 
the  purpose  of  releasing  the  prisoners  of  war  at  Camp  Douglas 
were  informed  that  at  Chicago  assistance  would  be  received  froi 
who  would  go  there,  under  cover  of  attending  the  Chicago  conv€ 
from  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  New  York,  and 
sylvania,  to  the  number  of  from  2,500  to  4,000,  who  would  be,  lil 
selves,  armed.  The  party  was  to  divide,  and  go  on  by  different  i 
On  the  26th  day  of  August,  Colonel  Ben.  Anderson,  Dr.  { 
William  E.  Bell,  and  myself,  started  for  Chicago,  and  arrived  th 
the  morning  of  the  28th  of  August.  We  were  directed  to  stop 
Bichmond  House.  At  Chicago  we  met  Colonel  6.  St.  Leger  Gi 
Captain  Castleman,  Captain  Hines,  Captain  Greorge  Keisten  0 
Cantrill,  Captain  Drake,  and  eight  or  ten  others,  all  officers  of  tiiu 
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irniy,  and  a  good  many  rebd  soldiers,  all  in  citizens'  dress  and  armed 
with  pistols.  At  Cliiciigo  we  met  Charles  Walsh  of  that  city,  who  siiid 
tbere  was  a  secret  organization  there  to  assist  ns.  On  the  29th  day  of 
An^st,  in  the  evening,  I  went  to  Walsh's  house,  near  Cam])  Douglas, 
and  fonnd  a  large  number  of  arms  there,  and  three  rebel  soldiers  who 
had  been  there  a  week,  making  cartridges.  My  business  there  was  to 
rtiow  them  how  to  make  them.  Owing  to  the  vigilance  of  the  authori- 
ties at  Camp  Doughis  our  ex])edition  failed,  and  tlie  officers  anA  men 
separated,  some  going  to  Canada,  and  others  to  southern  Illinois  and 
Indiana  to  organize  and  drill  co]4>erhead8  for  a  grand  uprising  in  the 
North.    I  returned  to  Windsor,  Canada. 

Afterwards,  about  the  0th  or  lOth  of  September,  on  the  application  of 
wme  |>erson8  belonging  to  the  cxmfedonite  army,  I  visited  Jacob  Thomj)- 
flon,at  Toronto,  to  obtain  an  outfit,  arms,  and  clothing  for  them,  as  well 
aft  transportation  to  go  through,  some  by  the  way  of  Halifax  and  Ber- 
muda to  run  the  blo<'kade  to  Wilmington,  and  others  thr<mgh  the  lines 
in  Kentucky.  I  saw  him  at  his  rooms  at  the  Queen's  Hotel.  lie  told 
me  that  he  had  furnished  Captain  Hines  with  $2;$,()00  to  release  the 
priHoners  at  Camp  Douglas,  and  in  the  event  of  failure  to  cany  men 
with  him  through  the  rebel  lines,  and  that  he  could  not  funiish  more 
money  or  another  outfit  to  send  the  same  men  through.  He  said  he  had 
fiinds  in  hLs  hands  to  be  used  exclusively  for  the  purpose  of  fitting  out 
expeditions  to  injure  the  Unite^l  States  and  benefit  the  southern  States, 
botthat  Holcomiie  had  means  to  establish  agencies,  and  operate  to  send 
irfjel  Holdiers  through  the  lines,  and  that  my  application  shoidd  be  made 
to  Uoleombe. 

I  know  Colonel  Grenfell,  Captain  Cantrill,  Captain  Hines,  Charles 
Walsh,  and  many  of  the  pei-sons  engaged  in  the  raid  on  ( -hicago  and 
Camp  Douglas,  about  the  6th  of  November,  1804,  and  that  they  are  the 
ttme  persons  who  were  a  part  of  the  expedition  at  the  time  of  the  Chi- 
cago convention. 

I  further  depose  and  say  that,  desiring  to  renew  my  allegiance  to  tlu* 
United  States  government,  I  received  through  Colonel  B.  H.  Hill,  com- 
nandiug  at  Detroit,  Michigan,  a  safe  conduct  to  Washington  ('ity,  had 
an  interview  with  Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  and  took  the  oath  of  alle- 
Kianeeouthe  10th  day  of  October,  18()4;  returned  to  Michigan,  from 
Michigan  to  Illinois,  and  went  to  Chicago  with  inti*ntion  to  locate,  arriv- 
ing several  days  before  the  election,  on  the  8th  day  of  November.  Soon 
after  my  anival  I  became  aware  of  the  ))resence  of  rebel  officers  and  sol- 
iienj  in  the  city,  ascertained  their  objects,  and  immediately  went  to 
Camp  Douglas  and  informed  Colonel  Sweet,  commanding  post,  and  have 
since  that  time  been  in  the  service  of  the  ITnited  States  governmeir, 
under  orders  of  Colonel  Sweet,  in  identifying  and  arresting  officers,  sol- 
diers, and  others  connected  Avith  the  raid.  And  further  deponent  saith 
Hot 

M.  LANGHORN. 

Sabscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  Chicago,  Illinois,  this  19th  day  of 
December,  A.  D.  1864. 

PHILIP  A.  HOYNB, 
XT,  8.  Commissioner  Northern  District  Illinois. 

^viTED  States  of  America, 

Northern  District  of  Illinois  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  on  the  19th  day  of  December,  A.  D. 
1864,  at  Chicago,  Uliuois,  Maurice  Langhorn,  and  he,  being  by  me  first 
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duly  swom,  did  declare  and  say  that  the  contents  of  the  foregomg  state- 
ment are  true.    In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
official  seal,  at  Chicago,  the  19th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1864. 
[L.  s.]  PHILIP  A.  HOYNE, 

United  States  Commissioner  Northern  District  Illiw>i». 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  December  30, 1864 

Sir  :  On  the  19th  instant  you  did  me  tlie  honor  to  forward  to  me  cer- 
tain intercepted  correspondencjc  from  persons  hostile  to  the  United 
States  residing  in  Canada,  and  which  I  communicated  without  delay  to 
his  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada. 

His  excellency  now  requests  me  to  state-  to  you  that  it  appears  boft 
to  himself  and  to  the  legal  advisers  of  the  Crown  in  Canada  that  tbil 
correspondence  might  be  made  the  ground  of  an  indictment  against  tlie 
persons  implicated  in  it  if  the  clue  aft'orded  in  some  of  the  letters  to  tbdr 
identification  could  be  followed  up. 

Whatever  information  can  be  procured  on  the  subject  will  be  gla^ 
received  by  the  governor  general,  who  Avill  lose  no  time  ui  putting  ia 
operation  the  necessary  nutans  for  tlie  detention  and  punishment  of  per 
sons  w^ho  have  been  plotting  on  Canadian  soil  against  the  neutitdity  rf 
her  Majesty's  dominions,  should  it  be  found  possible  to  reach  them  l^ 
legal  i)rocess. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  liighest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  c&c,  cfcc,  &c. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr  Seicard, 

[Extract.] 

No.  846.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Ijondon,  December  30, 1864. 

Sib  :  In  consequence  of  the  rece])tion  of  your  dispatches  Nos.  118^ 
1186,  and  1189,  I  decided  to  ask  an  interview  with  Lord  Kussell.  Ipr^ 
ferred  to  take  this  course  rather  than  to  make  tlie  papers  the  subject  o^ 
successive  written  communications.  His  lordship  received  me  on  We^ 
nesday  at  the  Foreign  Office,  where  I  had  a  frank  conversation  wi't^- 
him. 

I  then  referred  to  the  serious  increase  of  the  difficulties  occasion^ 
by  the  operation  of  the  rebel  emissaries  in  Canada.  On  that  subject 
now  had  in  my  hands  tliree  differejit  dis])atches,  each  relating  to  a  dS> 
tinct  matter.  At  first  I  had  thought  of  making  my  communic4ition  di 
writing,  but  after  refiecting  u])on  the  very  strong  assurances  given  ^ 
me  in  his  lordship's  note  of  tlie  IGtli  instant,  as  to  the  determiuatic^ 
of  her  Majesty's  government  to  do  everything  in  its  power  to  put  a  8tr> 
to  these  abuses,  it  had  sec^med  to  nu'  that  to  write  again  might  imply 
doubt  of  its  good  faith,  which  I  was  far  from  entertaining.  Louder  the^ 
circiunstances  I  had  prefeiTed  to  bring  copies  of  the  material  pape:^ 
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1  me,  for  the  purpose  of  pliicing  them  in  his  liands,  as  f  iiiimhitive 
if  of  the  systematic  abuse  of  the  neutral  temtory  pra<*ti(!e(l  by  the 
ih  and  their  afcf*nts.  I  thou  gave  him  a  copy  of  the  iuten»oi)ted  let- 
to  Mr.  Benjamin,  contained  in  ycmr  No.  118.'5,  as  well  as  of  the  lettei's 
lenend  Dix  and  Colonel  Townsend,  which  came  with  Nos.  IISG  and 
9.  His  lordshii)  read  over  the  first  ot*  these  in  my  ])resence,  nmking 
r  and  then  a  comment  as  he  Avent  on.  He  then  exi)lained  the  ]»re(!ise 
lue  of  the  legiil  difficiUty  which  had  \vd  to  the  n*leas(»  of  the  St. 
Kins  raiders.  It  grew  out  of  an  effort  of  the  Canadian  legislature  to 
8oli(h^te  the  provisions  of  former  laws  to  carry  out  tin*  extradition, 
ich  had  had  the  eftect  to  i'ej)eal  those,  Avhile  the  new  act  had  not  yet 
ained  the  necessary  sanction  of  the  privy  council  here.  It  was  much 
be  regretted,  on  every  account,  that  this  should  have  hapi)(»n(»d. 
iis lordshij),  however,  went  on  to  renuuk,  that  if  the  fact  could  be 
ariv  made  out  that  this  action  in  Canada  was  carried  on  bv  the  bel- 
erifut  authorities  at  Kichmond,  and  under  their  instructions,  it  w  as 
$opini(m  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  that  they  might  4it  once  be 
Maided  against  in  the  coiu'ts,  as  guilty  of  a  high  otfensc*  against  her 
yesty's  authority,  and  the  iH»a<*e  of  the  kingdom.  He  alluded  par- 
ularly  to  the  loixl  chancellor,  as  ch»ar  on  that  point.  I  replied  that 
w  had  always  seemed  to  me  the  alternative.  If  these  p<H>])le  were  not 
ting  ouder  belligerent  authority,  they  were  liable,  as  criminals,  to  the 
dm  of  extradition,  under  the  treaty.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  they  could 
ove  that  they  were  so  acthig,  tl^en  they  were  liable  as  violators  of  the 
atrality  of  her  Majesty's  teni tory. 

His  lordship  likewise  gave  me  to  understand  that  the  government 
4  recommended  to  the  authorities  in  Canada  to  procure  the  passage 
an  act  by  the  legislature,  which  was  about  to  assemble,  similar  to 
at  passes!  by  Congress  in  1838.  This  is  in  accordance  with  the  desire 
pressHl  in  your  dis])atch  to  nu*,  No.  1130,  of  24th  October  last,  and  in 
^  note  to  his  lordship  of  the  23d  November,  based  ui)on  the  instruc- 
M  in  thjit  pajwr. 

I  then  referred- to  the  growth  of  the  excitement  on  this  subject  in 
merica,  in  consi»quence  of  tlie  vagueness  as  well  as  the  variety  of  the 
^fCiHi  si*hemes  of  these  i>eople,  as  they  Avere  reportcnl  in  the  news- 
pers.  The  anxiety  and  suspense  occasioned  to  tin*  inhabitants  along 
i  whole  l)order  were  worse  than  any  definite  assault  couhl  possibly 
■  It  was,  doubtless,  in  consequence  of  fhis  that  the  order  of  (Jeneral 
X  had  been  issued,  which  was  referred  to  in  the  telegraphic^  intelli- 
ice  received  through  the  newspapc^rs  this  evening.  I  ccmld  not  tell 
w  correctly  the  language  might  be  reported,  but  I  was  convinced, 
mniy  personal  knowledge  of  (ieneral  Dix,  that  if  he  had  issued  such 
order,  it  had  been  drawn  fitmi  him  only  by  the  great  pressure  of  the 
blic  twling'deraanding  protection  from  violence. 
Uislonlship  expressed  great  eoncern  at  this  proceeding.  AVhilst  he 
s  desirous  of  doing  everything  in  his  power  to  give  seciirity  to  the 
mtier,  and  he  iK'lieved  the  Canadian  authorities  anxious  to  co-operate 
elFfctively  as  i)OSsible,  he  could  not  but  vi(iw  any  such  acts  as  (ien- 
alDix  appeared  to  authorize  on  the  Canadian  territory  as  likely  to 
mpUcate  matters  veiy  gravely. 

1  replied,  that,  from  iny  knowledge  of  Cxeneral  Dix,  I  did  not  believe 
lat  he  acted  with  any  desire  to  magnify  the  dilliculties  In^tween  the 
vo  governments. 

Hi8  lordship  said  that  Lord  Lyons  had  seen  him  when  at  New  York, 
leeondnded  the  interview  by  expressing  a  hopij  that  we  might  find  a 
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safe  issue  *froin  this,  as  we  had  from  so  many  other  troubles  that  had 
sprung  up  during  this  war. 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  uneasiness  felt  here  on  aeconnt  of  the  act  of 
General  l)ix.  The  funds  were  affected  by  it  yesterday.  The  hopeBof 
the  rebel  sympathizers  were  also  a  little  raised  by  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FBAN0I8  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  December  31, 18^ 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  12th  of  December,  and  to  p»- 
vious  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  an  alleged  military  organizatioa 
in  Canada  of  fugitives  fi*om  the  United  States^  I  have  now  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  you  copies  of  a  note,  and  of  its  mclosures,  which  I  hava 
received  from  the  governor  general  of  Canada  on  this  subject. 

You  will  observe  that  upon  the  strictest  inquiry'  no  traces  of  sachfli 
organization  could  be  discovered. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  mosl 
obedient,  humble  servant,  • 

J.  HUME  BUENLEY. 

Hon.  W^iLLiAM  H.  Seward,  <fcc.,  cfcc,  cfcc. 


Viscount  MoncJc  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Government  House,  Qitebec,  December  26, 1864. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  your  dispatch  of  November  30,  on  the  subject 
of  an  alleged  military-  organization  in  Canada  ^of  fugitives  from  th* 
United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  f6r  the  informatioJ 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Ml 
Attorney  General  McDonald,  in  which  he  states  the  steps  that  wer 
taken  for  investigating  the  matter.  You  will  observe  that  upcm  ih* 
strictest  inquiry  no  traces  of  such  an  organization  could  be  discovered 
I  am,  &c., 

MONCK. 

J.  Hu^EE  Burnley,  Esq.,  etc.,  d-c,  &c. 


Mr.  McDonald  to  Mr  Oodley. 

Department  of  Attorney  General  for  Upper  Canada, 

Quebec,  December  24, 18M. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant^,  transmitting 
copy  of  a  dispatch  from  Lord  Lyons,  with  its  inclosure,  and  of  the  repi; 
of  his  excellency  the  govenior  general,  relative  to  the  alleged  orgamtt 
tion  and  drilling  in  ox)unty  of  Prince  Edward  of  ftigitives  from  the  Unifto 
States,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon,  for  the  information  of  bis  exeel 
lency  the  governor  general,  that  immediately  on  receipt  of  your  letta 
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a  telegrapbic  dispatch  was  transmitted  by  me  to  the  county  Crown 
sttomey  of  the  county  of  Prince  Edward,  desiring  his  immediate  atten- 
tum  to  the  matter. 

I  have  further  to  state  that  that  officer  immediately  proceeded  to 
make  inquiries  into  the  {^legations  made,  and  that  he  has  since  reported 
9aX  though  such  inquiries  were  made  in  different  quarters,  he  can  dis- 
eo?er  no  traces  of  any  such  organization,  and  that  he  feels  confident 
that  the  county  of  Prince  Edward  is  free  fix)m  any  such  illegal  combina- 
tions, and  that  others  with  whom  he  has  communicated  on  the  subject 
concur  in  that  opinion. 
I  have,  &c., 

J.  A.  McDOXALD. 

D.  GoDLEY,  Esq. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

Washington,  Beeemher  31, 1864. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  general 
order  issued  by  his  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada  on  the 
oecadon  of  his  sending  troops  to  l^  stationed  along  the  frontier  line 
between  Canada  and  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant,  • 

J.  HUIVIE  bur:5^ley. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed^,  cfec,  cfcc,  &c. 


[f^orm  the  Canada  Gazette  of  December  24, 1864.  J 

MILITIA  GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Headquarters,  Quebec,  Beeemher  23, 1864. 
VOLUNTEER  MILITIA. 

General  Order.] 

L  Beferring  to  the  General  Order  of  December  19,  his  excellency  the 
wmmander-in-chief  is  pleased  to  call  out  for  actual  service  the  following 
companies  of  the  volunteer  force. 

2.  These  companies  will  be  formed  into  three  administrative  battal- 
ions, which  shall  be  composed,  respectively,  of  the  following  companies 
tod  snch  others  as  may  be  added  to  each  battalion  by  any  further  Gene- 
eral  Order. 

WESTERN  BATTALION. 

5e.  1.  Company  firom  3d  battalion  volunteer  militia  rifles,  Montreal, 
C^Mn  J.  Bacon. 

Ho.  2.  Company,  York  rifles,  Captain  Davis. 

Ho.  3.  Brockville  rifles,  Major  Crawford. 

Ho.  4»  Company,  from  8th  battalion  volunteer  militia  rifles,  Quebec, 
Oiptafai  Alleyn. 

Ho,  IL  Bnntford  rifles,  Captain  Grant. 

Hoi  dw  Belleville  rifles,  Major  Levesconte. 
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CENTRE  BATTALION. 


; 


No.  1.  Company,  from  2d  battalion  volunteer  militia  rifles,  Toronto^ 

Lieutenant  John  Brown. 
Xo.  2.  Company,  from  2d  battalion  volunteer  militia  rifles,  Captaia 

Charles  F.  Gilmor. 
Ko.  3.  Company,  from  14th  battalion  volunteer  militia  rifles,  Kingston,  ] 

Major  Kelly. 
No.  4.  Collingwood  rifles.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Stei)hen. 

EASTERN  BATTALION. 

No.  1.  Company,  Woodstock  rifles.  Major  Kichardson. 

No.  2.  Company,  Beaehville  rifles,  Cai)tain  Greig. 

No.  3.  Company,  from  8th  battalion  volunteer  militia  rifles,  Quebec, 

Lieutenant  A.  Jackson. 
No.  4.  Company,  from  9th  battalion  volunteer  militia  rifles,  Quebec, 

Captain  Gingras. 
No.  5.  Company,  1st  Cornwall  rifles,  Captiiin  Bergen. 

FIRST  (OR  WESTERN)  ADMINISTRATIVE  BATTALION. 

To  be  lieutenant  colonel :  Lieutenant  Colonel  Osborne  Smith,  COTh 
manding  Victoria  rifles,  Montreal. 

To  be  major :  Major  Augustus  IICAvard,  major  Victoria  rifles,  Mon- 
treal. 

To  be  adjutant:  Lieutenant  William  H.  Hutton,  of  Victoria  rifles^ 
Montreal. 

SECOND  (OR  CENTER)  ADMINISTRATIVE  BATTALION. 

To  be  lieutenant  colonel :  Lieutenant  Colonel  William  Smith  Done, 
commanding  2d  battalion,  or  "Queen's  Own''  rifles,  Toronto. 

THIRD   (OR  EASTERN)   ADMINISTRATIVE  BATTALION. 

To  be  lieutenant  colonel:  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  B.  Taylor,  com- 
manding battalion  Oxford  rifles. 

To  be  captain :  Lieutenant  A.  Jackson,  adjutant  8th  battalion  voluix- 
teer  militia  rifles,  Quebec 

6.  In  calling  out  for  actual  service  this  portion  of  the  volunteer  force, 
the  commander-in-chief  desires  to  express  the  gratification  he  has  exp^^- 
rienced  at  the  numerous  offers  of  service  he  has  received  from  volunteo*^ 
companies  all  through  the  province,  as  soon  as  it  became  known  th»'t 
men  were  required  for  x)ermanent  duty. 

7.  The  commander-in-chief  desires  to  impress  upon  the  officers,  noo- 
commissioued  officers,  and  men  of  the  force  called  out  for  duty,  th»* 
they  are  imbodied  not  for  the  purpose  of  warfare,  but  with  the  objec?* 
of  aiding  the  civil  power  in  its  efforts  to  i)revent  aggression  on  the  te^^ 
ritories  of  a  fri(»ndly  state  on  the  i)art  of  ])er8ons  enjoying  the  right  o» 
asylum  in  her  Majesty's  dominions,  and  to  maintain,  as  regards  Canad»^ 
that  complete  neutrality  with  respect  to  the  war  now  existing  in  ih*^ 
LTnited  States  Avhich  her  Majesty  has  enjoined  on  all  her  subjects. 

8.  With  these  objects  in  view,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  aD  officers  com--" 
manding  detachments  on  the  frontier  to  take  special  care  that  the  ter^ 
ritorial  rights  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  shall  be  careftally^ 
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iwpeotod,  aud  tLat  no  iniVin^eiiient  by  the  iiieii  niulor  their  (command 
shall,  under  any  circumstances,  take  place  of  such  regulations  for  the 
security  of  their  borders  as  may  be  niade  from  time  to  time  by  that 

I     govenuneiit. 

9.  It  will  be  the  duty  of  officers,  should  susi)icious  circumstances  be 

^    brought  under  their  observation,  immediately  to  rei)ort  any  such  to  the 
civil  authorities,  and  to  i)lace  themselves  under  their  ^uidantre. 

By  command  of  his  ex<'ellency  the  right  honorable  the  governor  gen- 
eral and  commander-in-chief: 

A.  DKSALAHEURY, 
Lieut  CoLj  Dvp'ty  Adft  Genl  of  Militia,  Lower  Canada. 

AVALKKK  POWELL, 
Lieut  CoLj  Deputy  Adft  GenU  of  Militia^  Copper  Canada. 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

WAsumoTON,  Dcvemher  31,  1864. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  VM\\  December,  inclosing, 
for  the  iuformation  of  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  tbe  War  I)ei)artment  in  regard  to  the  alleged  manufa<*ture  of  what 
M  known  as  ^^  Greek  tire,"  for  use  in  attempts  to  burn  <'ities  in  the 
Unitwl  States,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inclose  copies  of  a  dispatch  and 
of  its  iudosure,  which  I  have  received  from  his  excellency  the  governor 
general  of  Canada,  to  whom  I  had  forwarded  copies  of  your  communica- 
tion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  iiu:me  buknlky. 

Hou.  William  H.  Seward,  d-c,  cf*c.,  d-c. 


,:f 


I  .  . 


ViHcount  Moncit  to  Mr,  Burnley, 

Government  House,  QiKnEc^  December 20, 18G4. 

.  Sm:  With  reference  to  your  dispatch,  of  the  1  Uli  instant,  on  the  mb- 
W  of  tbe  alleged  manufacture,  in  Canada,  of  "  (Jreek  lire,''  for  the  pur- 
pose of  burning  cities  in  the  United  States,  I  have  tlie  honor  to  transmit 
to  yon,  for  the  information  of  the  United  States  government,  a  copy  of 
tlwletterof  the  attorney  general  for  Canada  W(»st,  showing  tlie  mcJis- 
'"'wthat  have  been  taken  in  order  to  obtain  evidence  in  the  matter. 
I  have,  &c., 

MO^XK. 
I  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  dtc.,  cfcc,  d-c. 


Mr.  McDonald  to  Mr,  Oodley. 
Depabtme^^t  op  Attorney  General  for  Upper  Canada, 

Quebec  J  December  L>3,  18C4. 

8iE:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reference  of  a  dispatch  from 
^'  Home  Bnmleyy  esq.^  containing  copy  of  a  note  aud  its  iuclosui*es,  Irom 
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the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  alleged  manu- 
facture of  what  is  known  as  "Greek  fire,''  for  use  and  attempts  to  burn 
cities  in  the  United  States. 

I  have,  in  reply,  to  inform  you  that  I  have  caused  the  county  Crown 
attorney,  at  Windsor,  and  G.  McMicken,  esq.,  the  newly-appointed  sfr 
pendiary  magistrate  on  the  frontier,  to  be  informed,  by  private  letter,  rf: 
the  statements  made  in  the  letter  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hill,  commaodi' 
ing  the  district  of  Michigan,  with  instructions  to  them  to  endeavor  te 
obtain  evidence  of  the  alleged  manufacture  of  Greek  fire,  and  for  fhrt. 
purpose,  if  necessary,  to  communicate  confidentially  with  Colonel  HiD. 
I  have,  &c., 

J.  Mcdonald. 

Davis  Godley,  Esq., 

Secretary  for  Oovernor  General^  c&c. 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Burnley, 

Depaetment  of  State, 

Wdshingtanj  December  31, 1864 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  rf 
yesterday,  communicating  to  me  the  suggestions  kindly  made  by  Iih 
excellency  Viscount  Monck,  with  a  ^iew  to  the  detention  and  pnnialh  1 
ment  of  persons  who  have  been  plotting  on  Canadian  soil  against  1te§ 
neutrality  of  her  Majesty's  dominions ;  sind,  in  reply,  I  have  to  inform yoi'  ' 
that  they  are  under  consideration. 

I  must  beg  you  to  assure  his  excellency  that  the  spirit  which  he  has 
manifested  in  the  matter  is  cordially  appreciated  by  this  g:ovemment 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Buenley,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfec,  d'c.   • 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr,  Burnley, 

Depaetment  op  State, 

Washi7igtonj  January  3, 18IBS» 

Sm  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  with  sincere  gratification  ft* 
receipt  of  your  note  of  the  31st  ultimo,  which  is  accompanied  by  ageofr 
ral  order  issued  by  his  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  haf* 
ing  for  its  object  the  maintenance  of  neutrality  between  the  Biidi 
provinces  and  the  United  States.  I  hope  that  the  recent  scenes  so  pais* 
fully  aft'ecting  the  relations  between  the  two  countries  maybeprevenlt'l' 
from  recurring.  1 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedWt  | 
servant* 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWABD. 

J.  HiTMB  Burnley,  Esq.,  <£c.,  c£c.,  c£o. 
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Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

Washington,  January  3, 1865. 

liB :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  2l8t  ultimo,  relative  to  the 
^ed  organization  formed  in  Halifax  for  seizing  United  States  ships 
the  lakes  situated  between  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  at 
^rent  i)oints  along  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  coasts,  1  have  the  honor 
ransmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  note  which  I  have  received  from  his  ex- 
mcy  the  governor  general  of  Cauada. 

have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
lient^  humble  servant, 

J.  HUIVIE  BUR]S'LEY. 
ion.  William  H.  Sewaed,  cOc,  <fcc.,  cfec. 


Viscount  Monck  to  Mr,  Burnley, 

Government  House,  Quebec,  December  28, 1864. 

>1B :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
1  iDclosnre  of  the  2l8t  instant,  respecting  the  alleged  organization  at 
ilifax,  Nova  Scotia,  of  a  body  of  men,  for  predatory  attacks  on  the 
mmercial  shipping  of  the  citizens  of  the  Uuited  States. 
In  reply,  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Secre- 
ly  of  State  of  the  United  States,  that  the  government  of  Cauada  will 
» every  means  in  their  power  to  prevent  the  execution  of  auy  such 
Isng  within  the  bounds  of  this  province. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

MONCK. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  etc.,  dr.,  &c. 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seicard, 

Washington,  January  3, 1865. 

8iB:  Her  Majesty's  government  have  taken  into  their  most  serious 
<*n8ideration  the  various  occurrences  which  have  taken  place  in  connec- 
tion with  the  recent  attack  on  St.  Albans,  Vermont,  and  I  am  now  com- 
"ttiHled  to  communicate  to  you  the  general  tenor  of  the  instructions 
^Uressed  to  the  governor  general  of  Canada  by  her  Majesty's  secretary 
•^stote  for  the  colonial  department,  as  laid  down  in  a  dispatch  forwarded 
f'^liia  excellency  on  the  3d  ultimo,  Avliich  I  do  myself  the  honor  of  inclos- 


With  regard  to  the  depositions  taken  in  the  case  of  the  late  attack 
W  referred  to  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  Viscount  ^lonck  has  been 
Jibracted,  under  date  of  the  OJth  and  16th  ultimo,  to  be  guided  by  the 
ysAm  of  the  proper  legal  authorities  in  Canada  whether  the  persons 
^eusfcody  ought  or  ought  not  to  be  delivered  up  under  the  treaty  of  ex- 
'ttdition.  K  that  decision  shall  have  been  that  they  ought,  her  Majes- 
^  government  would  entirely  approve  of  Viscount  Monck's  actingupon 
wi«  decision  j  bat  if^  on  the  contrary,  the  decision  shall  have  been  that 
ttjey  ought  noty  her  M^esty's  government  consider  that  the  opinion  of 
Tiscoimt  Monck's  legal  advisers  should  be  taken,  whether,  uiwn  the  evi- 
de&eeand  other  information  in  the  possession  of  the  Canadian  govern- 
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meat,  these  periSons  may  not  properly  be  put  upon  their  trial  on  a  chaige 
of  misprision  and  violation  of  the  royal  prerogative  by  levj'ing  warfrMi 
her  Majesty's  dominions  against  a  friendly  power. 

Unless  the  Canadian  law  officers  should  see  reason  to  the  contrary, 
her  Majesty- 's  gbvernment  direct  that  Viscount  Monck  should,  in  the  case 
supposed,  retain  the  prisoners  in  custody  and  bring  them  to  trial  for  that 
oft'ense. 

Her  Majesty's  government  fui^ther  consider  that  such  a  decision  of  the 
legal  authorities  of  Canada  would  furnish  a  strong  ai*gument  for  the  ex- 
pediency of  arming  the  Canadian  government  as  promptly  a«  i>os8ible 
with  such  additional  legal  powers  as  are  referred  to  in  the  dispatch  (rf 
the  3d  ultimo. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  these  unfortunate  occun-ences  Viscount 
Monck's  conduct  has  been  entirely  approved  of,  and  her  Maje^ty^s  gw- 
ernment  rely  with  confidence  on  his  having  used  and  continuing  to  vm 
all  the  poAvers  at  his  disposal  to  prevent  the  succ^issful  execution  of 
whatever  schemes  may  be  planned  against  the  neighboring  friendly  80& 
of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  nHMt 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURI^LEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  etc.,  cfcc,  cCt. 


Mr.  (JardwcU  to  Viscotint  Monek, 

Downing  Street,  December  3, 1804. 

My  Lord  :  The  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  has  been  di- 
rected to  the  violations  of  British  neutrality,  of  which  certain  ^lerdons 
have  been  guilty  who  profess  to  hold  commissions  from,  or  to  act  in  aid 
of,  the  so-called  Confederate  Stat(»s,  and  Avho  make  the  soil  of  Ganadi 
the  scene  of  their  hostile  preparations  against  the  United  States. 

These  violations  of  neutrality  are  a  great  offense  against  the  BritiA 
Crown,  and  her  Majesty's  government  are  of  opinion  that  the  govOT- 
ment  of  the  United  States  have  a  clear  right  to  expect  that  the  Canadian 
law  shall  be  found  in  i)ractice  generally  sufficient  not  merely  for  the  pun- 
ishment, but  also  for  the  suppression  and  prevention  of  these  border 
raids. 

The  Secr(»tary  of  State  of  the  United  States  has  reminded  Earl  Rus- 
sell of  the  act  which  Avas  passed  by  Congress  in   the  year  18;58  for  tbe 
suppression  and  i)revention  of  hostile  attempts  prepared  in  the  territory 
of  the  United  States  and  directed  against  tlie  government  of  her  Majefr 
ty  in  Canada.    The  circumstanc(^s  of  the  two  cases  are  not  the  same? 
and  it  does  not  api)ear  to  her  Majesty's  government  to  follow  that  prt- 
cisely  the  same  enactment  which  the  Congress  passed  in  1838  is  necefr 
sarily  suited  to  the  present  caise.    They  have  observed  with  pleasure  tta 
promptitude  and  vigor  with  which  you  have  put  in  force  the  esdsting 
law,  but  would  wish  you  to  consult  your  advisers  and  obtain  the  opinton 
of  your  laAv  officers  whether  that  law  places  in  your  hands  sufficient 
available  powers  for  the  eifectual  sui)i)res8ion  and  prevention  of  ilw* 
raids,  or  whethei>it  is  necessary  for  you  to  apply  to  your  legislatme  fif 
increased  powers.    In  this  latter  case,  any  power  for  which  your  Icfli 
ship  should  apply  might  naturally  be  limited,  as  the  powers  of  the  act 
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tf  Congiess  were  limited  to  a  definite  term,  with  a  view  to  meeting  the 
imiiediate  exigency  only. 
I  haye,  &C.9 

E.  CAEDWELL. 
His  Excellency  Yisoount  Monck  d^c,  dcj  &c. 


Mr,  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washingtonj  January  4, 1865. 

Sot :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
otMHi  of  the  3l8t  ultimo,  relative  to  an  alleged  military  organization  in 
OHiadaof  fugitives  from  the  United  States.  In  reply,  I  have  the  honor 
iDitate  that  the  efforts  which  were  made  by  her  Majesty's  authorities  to 
anertain  the  trutiii  in  regard  to  the  representations  on  the  subject  are 
i«y  gratifying  to  this  government.  Itishox)ed  that  the.  result  may 
irore  the  conclusion  arrived  at  by  those  authorities  to  be  well  founded. 

1  have  Uie  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
MTvant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED,  Acting  Secretary. 

J.  Hume  BtjIINLBT,  Esq.,  dc.j  du,  &c. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Setcard  to  Mr  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  January  4,  1865. 

Bnt :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge,  with  much  satisfaction,  tbe  re- 
tthtof  your  note  of  the  28th  ultimo,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  dispatch 
wMBed  to  you  by  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  from  which  it 
Vpears  that  his  excellency  will  cause  an  investigation  to  be  made  in 
K^purd  to  the  supposed  employment,  for  purposes  hostile  to  the  United 
wes,  of  two  vessels  now  in  course  of  construction  at  Montreal. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
icrvant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED,  Acting  Secretary. 

J.Hume  Bubnl^t,  Esq.,  c&c.,  d-c,  dkc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

h,  8S0.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  Jantuiry  5, 1865. 

81B:  Dispatches  firom  the  department,  numbered  from  1190  to  1194, 
^^dniivey  have  been  received  at  this  legation.  The  most  important  of 
^aie  Nos.  1190  and  1194.  which  relate  to  the  state  of  things  between 
ttaooontries  growing  out  01  the  outrages  committed  along  the  borders 
^OuMda^  and  the  fl^on  of  the  judge  in  releasing  the  perpetrators.  I 
^  directed  to  communicate  to  Lord  Bussell  the  remarks  contained 

7  ▲  O— YQL.  n 
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in  No.  1194,  but  I  am,  at  the  same  time,  authorized  to  exercise  my  ( 
judgment  as  to  the  form  and  extent  to  which  this  is  to  be  done. 

Upon  the  most  careful  reflection  which  I  have  been  able  to  giT< 
the  whole  subject,  as  it  is  now  presented  to  me  on  this  side  of  the  wai 
I  have  concluded  to  exercise  the  discretion  vested  in  me  so  far  at 
desist  from  acting,  at  least  for  a  little  while.    My  reasons  are  these: 

The  action  of  Judge  Coursol  upon  the  question  submitted  to  him  1 
led  not  only  to  a  very  general  expression  of  disapprobation  here^  bm 
has  also  i)rompted  a  most  unequivoe^il  condemnation  of  the  outai 
itself.  There  appears  to  be  little  difterence  of  opinion  in  the  pal 
press  on  this  subject.  I  am  convinced  that  if  any  repetition  of  it  shoi 
be  attemi)ted,  it  will  go  far  to  stop  all  further  open  sympathy  with  1 
rebel  cause.  Any  penalty  which  may  be  inflicted  upon  the  i)erpetrat( 
will  be  approved  and  justified.  I  have  directed  a  copy  of  "  The  Times'' 
be  sent  to  you.  containing  a  leader  on  the  subject,  which  be^rs  evidc 
marks  of  autnority.  A  similar  leader,  even  more  decided  in  tCM 
appeared  simultaneously  in  the  evening  paper,  "The  Globe."  I  m 
say  that  public  sentiment  has  been  more  nearly  right  on  this  qnesti 
than  upon  any  since  I  have  held  this  post. 

Moreover,  I  consider  the  assurances  of  Lord  Eussell,  as  given  to  i 
in  the  conversation,  a  report  of  which  1  sent  you  in  my  dispatch  of  li 
week.  No.  846,  as  in  substance  containing  a  favorable  answer  to  mil 
if  not  all  that  has  been  desired  by  the  government.  Since  I  senttl 
dispatch,  his  lordship  has  subinitt(?d  to  me  his  report  of  that  same  « 
versation  a«  he  sent  it  to  Mr.  Ilume  Burnley,  and  I  find  I  have  a  lit 
understated  the  strength  of  his  language,  an  error  which  I  would  rati 
commit  than  its  opposite.  I  send  copies  of  the  notes  that  passed, 
order  to  show  that  I  i)urposely  marked  to  him  my  sense  of  the  diflferen 
The  President's  immediate  revocation  of  that  part  of  General  Di 
order  to  which  his  lordship  took  exception  seems  to  leave  the  nuitl 
in  the  best  possible  condition,  at  least  so  far  as  the  disposition  of  f 
British  government  is  concerned.  Under  these  circumstances,  if  I  iw 
to  go  on  making  more  representations  just  now,  it  appears  to  me  tl 
.the  eflfect  would  be  only  to  betray  an  offensive  doubt  of  the  sincerity 
its  professions. 

I  shall,  however,  in  the  course  of  the  next  few  weeks,  seize  oppoii 
nities  to  communicate  the  substance  of  the  information  contained 
your  dispatch  No.  1194,  as  they  may  occur.  I  shall,  moreover,  mft 
more  occasions  to  meet  with  Lord  Kussell,  particularly  since  I  hi 
received,  in  a  private  way,  intimations  that  in  the  absence  of  Lo 
Lyons  it  would  be  convenient. 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  extent  of  the  irritation  of  the  people  along  t 
line  of  the  boundary,  very  justly  excited  by  these  atrocious  enterprit 
I  find  no  disposition  in  the  public  press  hert^  to  find  fault  with  that 
it  should  prove  to  have  had  the  effect  of  stimulating  the  govemiw 
here  to  quicken  its  preventive  action,  it  will  not  be  a  matter  to 
regi'etted.  But  I  cannot  withhold  the  expression  of  a  hope  that  it  ■ 
not  so  far  precipitate  the  movements  of  tlie  representative  bodies  as 
liazard  the  very  event  happening  which  these  operations  were  intend 
to  bring  about — ^the  comi)lieation  of  differences  with  foreign  paw 
with  the  efforts  to  suppress  the  rebellion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FKANCIS  ADAMS 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  January  2, 1865. 

;u88ell  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Adams,  and,  wishing  to 
Msnred  of  the  correctness  of  his  report  of  the  conversation  he 
li  Mr.  Adams  on  Wednesday  last,  the  28th  ultimo,  has  the 
transmit  to  him  the  accomi)anyiii^  eopy  of  the  dispatch  which 
iddressed  to  Mr.  Burnley,  her  Majesty's  charge  d'affaires  at 
ton. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

FoRfiiGN  Office,  December  29, 1864. 

Testerday,  the  28th,  Mr.  Adams  called  upon  me,  by  his  own 
the  Foreign  Office.  He  expresse<l  to  me,  by  the  order  of  his  go  v- 
the  great  regret  felt  by  them  at  the  departure  of  Lord  Lyons, 
«d  to  show  me  a  letter  of  Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons  testifying 
•et.  I  told  him  that  equal  regret  was  felt  on  our  side,  and  that 
but  the  failing  health  of  Lord  Lyons  would  have  induced  her 
9  government  to  consent  to  his  temporary  departure.  Mr. 
promised  to  send  me  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  3Ir.  Seward, 
dams  then  spoke  to  me  of  two  or  three  matters  of  very  little 
ice^  and  finally  entered  on  that  which  he  said  was  the  chief 
*  his  seeking  an  interview  with  me,  namely,  the  border  raids 
ad  been  executed,  or  were  in  i)reparation,  from  Canada.  Mr. 
laid  my  last  letter  to  him  had  contained  assurances  so  positive 
qoivocal  that  he  should  ni>t  have  asked  nie  for  any  further 
ions  had  he  not  received,  by  the  last  packet,  positive  injunctions 
to  me  certain  communications.  The  documents  which  he  then 
my  hands,  and  of  which  I  send  you  coines,  consisted  mainly  of — 
intercepted  letter,  written  by  a  confederate  ])artisan  from  Can- 
signed,  but  CNidently  authentic.  This  letter,  written  before 
ection  of  President  Lincoln,  shows  that  although  the  particular 
foray  against  St.  Albans  was  not  directed  by  the  confederate 
lent,  yet  the  general  i)lan  of  burning  towns  and  robbing  banks 
ontier  States  of  the  United  States  was  concerted  and  approved 
onfederate  authorities.  The  failure  of  the  attempt  to  burn  the 
nd  houses  of  St.  Albans  is  attributed  to  some  defect  in  the 
I  preparation  which  had  bt^n  used. 

5  next  document  contains  evidence  tliat  the  town  of  Windsor, 
la,  had  been  fixed  upon  by  tlie  confederates  for  the  prepai-ation 
iu£acture  of  a  chemical  material  to  be  used  in  setting  on  fire  the 
id  villages  of  the  United  States. 

3  third  set  of  documents  contains  a  letter  of  the  Assistant  Sec- 
f  War  to  Mr.  Seward,  inclosing,  for  such  action  as  might  be 
ed  necessary,  a  cx)py  of  a  letter  of  General  Dix,  in  which  he 
lat  he  has  information,  upon  which  he  can  rely,  that  a  confederate 
t.  namely,  Colonel  Butler's  regiment  of  Kentucky  cavalry,  was 
rionghed  into  Canada  for  the  purpose  of  disturbing,  from  that 
position,  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States. 
duns,  after  I  had  read  these  documents,  said  that  Mr.  Sewaid 
fcted  him  to  put  them  into  my  hands,  in  order  that  her  Majesty's 
lent  might  take  such  measures  as  were  required  by  our  o^vn 
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declaration  s'of  neutrality,  and  the  relations  of  amity  subsisting  betweai 
the  two  nations. 

1  said  that  I  had  already  assured  him,  in  the  letter  to  which  he  had 
alluded,  that  her  Majesty's  government  would  adopt  such  measures  « 
may  be  required  and  may  be  effective  for  the  maintenance  of  Imt 
M^esty's  declared  neutrality.  That  one  of  the  measures  to  whiehl 
meant  to  refer  was  a  direction  already  sent  to  the  govemor-generdrf 
Canada,  to  propose  to  his  legislature  a  measure  similar  to  the  XJi  ~ 
States  act  of  Congress  of  1838.  That  whatever  technical  grounds 
have  been  found  for  delivering  from  custody  the  St.  Albans  raiden, 
the  highest  law  authorities  in  this  country  concurred  in  thinking,  IM 
any  act  done  in  Canada  in  violation  of  her  Majesty's  neutrality,  ttid  li 
disobedience  to  her  Majesty's  proclamation,  would  be  illegaL  Tluiitt 
remained  for  her  Majesty's  government  to  give  such  directions  and 
adopt  such  measures  as  might  insure  the  punishment  of  persons  gniUf 
of  such  illegal  acts,  and  prevent  the  repetition  of  such  acts  for  tin' 
future.  I  said  her  Majesty's  government  were  fully  aware  of  their 
international  duties,  and  had  determined  to  perform  them. 

I  then  asked  Mr.  Adams  whether  he  had  seen  the  several  editions  cf 
''The  Times."  Mr.  Adams  said  he  had.  The  paragraph  to  which  I 
meant  to  allude  was  to  the  following  purport : 

'^  In  consequence  of  the  discharge  of  the  St.  Albans  raiders,  and  j/n^ 
arations  iu  Canada  for  the  renewal  of  similar  enterprises^  the  mihUffi 
commanders  on  the  frontier  are  directed  by  General  Dix,  in 
further  acts  of  depredation,  to  shoot  down  the  perpetrators,  if 
and,  if  necessary  for  their  capture,  to  cross  the  Canadian 
and  pursue  them  wherever  they  take  refuge,  and  not  to  surrender 
if  captured,  but  send  them  on  to   headquarters  for  trial  by  eoiit 
martial." 

Finding  that  Mr.  Adams  had  rea.d  this  paragraph,  I  said  that,  wit 
regard  to  the  treatment  of  such  depredators  on  the  United  States  tent 
tory,  I  had  nothing  to  say;  but  I  had  seen,  with  regret,  that  orders  wen 
given  to  pursue  such  persons  on  her  Majesty's  Canadian  territory;  ttet 
such  pursuit  might  encounter  resistance,  and  the  relations  of  the  two 
countries  might  be  thus  endangered. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  such  outrages  caused  so  great  a  resentment,  it 
was  difficult  torestrain  troops  in  pursuit  of  their  enemy. 

I  said  that  was  very  true,  and  that  troops  in  pursuit,  and  in  the  heit 
of  blood,  might  not  accurately  respect  an  ill-defined  boundary.  Bo* 
this  was  a  deliberate  order  of  a  general  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  knew  General  Dix,  who  bore  a  high  character  iv 
sense  and  moderation. 

I  said,  that  might  be ;  but  we  must  all  recollect  the  very  just  leaoA  ^, 
of  President  Lincoln,  that  these  inroads  and  depredations  were  orgaoiiol 
with  a  view  to  bring  on  a  war  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Unilrf 
States.  That  both  governments  were  bound  to  do  everything  in  tk* 
power  to  defeat  so  wicked  a  design.  That  for  our  parts  we  had  naOdBf 
more  at  heart.  Mr.  Adams  then  took  his  leave. 
I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

BUSSEIiL 

J.  H«  BUBNLBY,  Esq.,  d'C,  itc.j  &c. 


WP 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  Jantuiry  4, 1865. 

r.  Adams  presents  his  compliments  to  Lord  Kussell,  and  ackuowl- 
sa  the  xeoeipt  of  his  note  of  the  2d  instant,  covering  a  report  of  the 
rersatioa  held  with  his  lordship  on  the  28th  ultimo,  which  he  does 
the  honor  to  submit  for  his  consideration.  Mr.  Adams  is  happy  to 
bble  to  confirm  its  substantial  correctness.  He  begs  only  to  observe, 
without  great  satisfaction,  that  the  assurances  as  given  by  his 
lahip  ore  clothed  in  stronger  language  than  he  had  himself  ventured 
ep<nt  them  to  his  government. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Depaetment  of  State, 

Washinrfton^  January  10, 18G5. 

Jm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
ik  ultimo,  communicating  to  me,  under  the  instruction  of  her  Britan- 
I  M^esty's  government,  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  26th  of  Kovem- 
rliiflt,  addieased  by  Earl  Eussell  to  Lord  Lyons,  in  regard  to  the  no- 
e  given  by  this  government  for  the  termination  of  the  existing  con- 
■tUNial  arrangement  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States, 
liting  the  naval  force  of  the  respective  governments  on  the  lakes,  and 
the  reasons  which  prompt^  that  notice. 

rhe  views  and  suggestions  which  Earl  Eussell  has  thus  presented  to 
is  government  will  receive  an  attentive  consideration. 
Il^ve  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
rrant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  HuHE  Bubnlet,  Esq.,  <£c.,  d^c,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

fa  1237.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  16, 1865. 

SiB:  Yonr  dispatch  of  the  30th  of  December,  No.  846,  has  been  re- 

Bired. 

I  am  happy  in  being  authorized  to  approve  of  the  expressions  you  have 

ide  to  ikui  Bussell  in  relation  to  Lord  Lyons.    We  earnestly  hope  for 

ii  restoration  to  health  and  usefulness. 

Ihe  representations  you  have  made  to  Earl  Eussell,  concerning  the 

ikolties  which  have  occurred  in  Canada,  are  approved  by  the  Presi- 

Ihe  sitoation  in  this  respect  exhibits  the  same  general  features  as 
iiai  I  last  described  it  in  this  correspondence. 

Ho  new  aggressions  have  been  committed.  Some  popular  impatience 
ras  mmifest  on  the  occasion  of  the  revocation  of  that  part  of  the  order 
flbyor  General  Dix  which  authorized  continued  pursuit  of  invaders  into 
hitidi  tenitories ;  but  that  impatience  subsided  immediately  after  the 
ttentive  order  wmdi  requires  travders  coming  into  the  United  States  to 
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exhibit  passports  was  promulgated.  That  order  has  now  gone  into  f 
effect  on  the  borders,  with  very  beneficial  results.  The  public  mind 
this  country  has  resumed  its  habitual  tone  of  calmness  and  self-relian 

Eaeh  house  of  Congress  has,  with  practical  unanimity,  resolved  tl 
the  President  ought  to  give  the  stipulated  notice  for  terminating  the : 
ciprocity  treaty,  and  this  proceeding  meets  the  public  approval.  Wh 
the  action  of  Congress  shall  have  been  completed,  the  bill  will  be  se 
to  you. 

On  the  British  side  of  the  border  there  is  manifested  a  strong  popnl 
desire  to  restore  the  cordiality  which  has  been  so  unfortunately  sn 
verted.  The  governor  general  of  Canada  and  tlie  colonial  ministry  a 
earnest  and  emphatic  in  their  avowals  of  the  same  disposition.  Me« 
ures  have  been  taken  to  establish  an  armed  police  on  the  British  side 
the  border.  One  of  the  Philo  Parsons  pirates  has  been  arrested  up( 
our  requisition,  and  subjected  to  an  examination  at  Toronto.  SevCT 
of  the  escaped  St.  Albans  felons  have  been  rearrested  and  brongl 
before  Judge  Smith,  at  Montreal,  who  has  reconsidered  and  reverse 
the  decision  of  Coursol.  It  is  regretted,  however,  that  intematioDi 
justice  wavers  at  this  point,  just  as  it  staggered  there  on  the  occasion! 
the  first  arrest  of  the  St.  Albans  offenders.  No  one  proposes — ^no  oi 
seems  to  think  of  restoring  the  money  which  was  purloined  from  fli 
citizens  of  St.  Albans,  and  jylaced  in  the  hands  of  the  provincial  polio 
subject  to  the  order  of  the  British  courts.  The  magistrate  at  Toroni 
has  taken  time  to  consider  the  claim  of  Burleigh,  the  Philo  Parsoi 
pirate,  to  a  dischai^ge,  upon  the  pretense  that  he  is  a  belligerent.  Jndj 
Smith  has  adjourned  the  case  of  the  St.  Albans  offenders  thirty  days,  1 
enable  them  to  arm  themselves  with  a  similar  mock  defense.  At  fli 
same  time  no  wan^ant  has  been  issued  against  the  offenders  for  violatk 
of  British  laws,  or  resistance  of  the  Queen's  proclamation.  We  ai 
thus  left  to  expect  that  they  will  be  discharged  and  set  at  liberty,  1 
renew  their  depredations  upon  a  broader  scale,  and  with  new  a^BOo 
plices,  attracted  by  assured  impunity  within  British  jurisdiction.  Vi 
are,  indeed,  promised  special  legislation  in  the  provincial  legislatnit 
which  is  soon  to  be  convened  at  Quebec.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  ti 
rebel  agents  and  emissaries  are  mth  their  friends  eiyoying  undisguise 
honors,  favors,  and  sympathies  in  the  provinces. 

Seven  new  piratical  vessels,  all  of  whi(»h  were  practically  ntted  ou 
armed,  and  manned  within  the  British  island,  in  violation  of  British  lawi 
are  roaming  the  ocean,  destroying  ^Vmerican commerce,  and  these  receiv 
regularly  supplies  of  provisions  and  munitions  from  British  territoij 
The  only  remedy  which  her  Majesty's  government  is  understood  to  hav 
resorted  to  in  the  case  of  these  vessels  is  a  civil  prosecution  againstofl 
person  who  was  engaged  in  the  unlawful  proceeding  of  arming  an 
dispatching  the  Sea  King.  We  know  not  when  that  offender  will  I 
brought  to  trial.  Even  his  couWetion  will  be  without  fruits,  if  his  iwn 
ishment,  measured  by  the  standard  hitherto  used  by  British  courts,  aha 
be  limited  to  a  fine  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  for  the  accomplialw 
transaction. 

It  thus  clearly  appears  that  the  British  government  substantial! 
fails  to  guarantee  the  neutrality  it  proclaims,  and  that  the  Unite 
States  are  severely  suffering  from  this  failure.  Her  own  law  write 
and  precedents  instruct  us  that  in  such  a  case  the  aggiieved  nation  h 
an  absolute  light  of  reprisal.  !N^evertheless,  we  have  refrained,  and  i 
present  we  shall  refrain,  from  every  form  of  retaliation  in  this,  asi 
have  in  all  other,  cases  of  national  injury.  This  attitude,  however,  leay 
to  us  no  remedies  but  those  with  which,  happily,  our  people  are  £EMiiiIii 
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?ly,  lawful  measures  of  self-defense.  We  are  drawing  rapidly  upon 
magazine.  We  feel  sure  that  it  is  not  for  the  interest  of  either 
»n  that  it  shall  be  ineffectually  exhausted.  You  will  see  that  Con- 
s  is  considering  the  exi)ediency  of  putting  an  end  to  the  arrange- 
i  for  extradition  of  fugitives  from  justice. 

-  aU  the  nations,  Great  Britain  seems  to  us  the  last  that  could  justly 
iaely  become,  directly  or  indirectly,  an  opponent  of  the  United  States 
civil  war  begun  and  waged  and  persisted  in  by  insurgents  for  the 
Qse  and  extension  of  African  slavery. 

oa  will  use  the^e  views  according  to  your  own  discretion  in  your  dis- 
ions  with  Earl  Russell  on  the  subject  to  which  they  relate.  It  is 
ight  expedient  that  you  address  a  special  representation  to  her  Bri- 
lic  Majesty's  govenmient  concerning  the  Shenandoah  or  Sea  King. 
annex  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  14th  instant  from  Mr.  Potter,  our 
Bui  general  at  Montreal. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  n.  SEWARD. 
IHASLES  Francis  Adams,  c&c,  drc,  die 


Office  United  States  Military  Telegraph, 

War  Department. 

le  following  telegram  received  at  Washington  8.20  p.  m.,  January 
1865,  from  Montreal,  January  14, 1865 : 

lie  proceedings  against  St.  Albans  felons  were  adjourned  thirty  (30) 
[8,  to  aUow  them  to  send  to  Richmond  for  evidence  that  they  were 
ing  under  the  authority  of  Jeflf.  Davis.  I  sent  full  dispatch  per  mail 
ttie  8th. 

JOILN  F.  POTTER. 


Mr,  Sexcard  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington  f  January  19,  1865. 

Ht  Deab  Sir  :  I  give  you,  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of 
iwpatch  which,  on  the  16th  instant,  I  addressed  to  Mr.  Adams  at 
ndon. 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  sir,  very  faithfully  yours, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
I  Hume  Burnley,  cfec,  dtc.j  &e. 

Pot  inclosure  see  dispatch  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  No.  1237, 
loary  16, 1865,  ante.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,,  January  21, 1865. 

tiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
ladian  anthorities,  that  it  has  been  represented  to  this  department,, 
tt  a  credible  source,  that  enemies  of  the  United  States  lurking  in 
lada  are  preparing  to  make  a  formidable  incursion  into  the  territory 
lie  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  committing  depredations  at  Bur- 
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lington,  in  Yennoiit,  and  White  Hall,  in  New  York,  while  TjakeCbsmplmi 
shsdl  remain  frozen  over,  and  to  destroy  the  shipping  in  the  harbors  a 
those  ports;  that  their  plans  are  matored,  and  that  the  reason  that  tiiq 
have  not  already  attempted  their  execution  was  the  rearrest  of  the  St 
Albans  felons,  which  indnced  them  to  postpone  the  movement  until  the 
decision  of  the  court  in  the  case  of  those  felons  can  be  ascertained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

J.  Hume  Bubnley,  Esq.,  d^c,  &c.y  &c. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward.  ^ 

Washington,  January  26, 18M. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  the  speed 
of  his  excellency  the  governor  general  on  the  opening  of  the  session  of 
the  Canadian  Parliament. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  moit 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUBNLBT. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  cfec,  c&c,  &c. 


[Extracts  from,  the  Canada  Gazette  of  January  19, 1865.] 

Legislative  Council  Chambebs, 

Quebec^  January  19, 186S. 

This  day,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  his  excellency  the  governor  genenl 
proceeded  in  state  to  the  chamber  of  the  legislative  council  in  the  Paritt* 
ment  building.  The  members  of  the  legislative  council  being  assembled, 
his  excellency  was  pleased  to  command  the  attendance  of  the  legislative 
assembly,  and  that  house  being  present,  his  excellency  was  pleased  tD 
open  the  third  session  of  the  eighth  Parliament  of  the  province  of  Gaiiadi 
with  the  following  speech  from  the  throne : 

Honorable  gentlemen  of  the  legislative  council: 

Gentlemen  of  the  legislative  assembly : 

•  ••••••  •• 

Outrages  have  been  committed  on  the  commerce  and  territory  of  the 
United  States  of  America  by  persons  who,  after  the  perpetration  of  theee 
acts,  have  sought  refuge  on  Canadian  soil. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  organization  of  any  such  enterprises  within 
this  province,  and  also  to  enable  me  to  discharge  in  an  effective  manner 
my  duties  towards  a  neighboring  power  on  terms  of  friendship  with  her 
Majesty,  I  have  seen  fit  to  organize  a  system  of  detective  poUce  on  the 
frontier  line  of  the  United  States,  and  with  the  same  design  I  have  caDed 
out  for  permanent  duty  a  portion  of  the  volunteer  force  of  the  provineei 

Similar  considerations  have  suggested  the  propriety  of  arming  the 
executive  government  with  stronger  powers  than  it  now  poasesseB  ftr 
dealing  with  persons  who,  while  availing  themselves  of  tlie  lisfatef 
.asylum  which  haa  always  been  allowed  on  British  soil  to  politi<»l  teAh 
gees  from  aU  foreign  countries,  may  be  unmindftd  of  the  implied  oUigir 
tions  which,  by  their  residence  among  us,  they  contract  to  obey  oar  lam 
and  to  respect  the  declared  policy  of  our  sovereign. 
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A  bQl  framed  for  this  purpose  will  be  laid  before  you,  and  I  ask  for  it 
nor  early  consideration. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  inform  you  of  the  zeal  and  alacrity  displayed 
qr  tito  members  of  the  volunteer  force  when  called  upon  to  turn  out  for 
Mtxve  service. 


I 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

1(0.1247.]  Department  of  State, 

Washin{ftonj  January  26, 1805. 

SiE:  The  winter  has  practically  broken  up  our  customary  correspond- 
fiDoe  with  Europe.  It  is  only  at  this  late  day  that  I  received  your  dis- 
patch of  the  5th  of  January,  No.  850. 

It  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  statement  under  Earl  Eussell's  hand 

the  conversation  which  was  had  by  him  with  you  on  the  subject  of 
tie  difficulties  which  have  arisen  in  Canada :  that  conversation  being 
fte  same  one  which*you  have  already  reported  to  me  in  your  No.  856. 

In  view  of  that  conference,  and  of  other  incidents  which  you  have 
JDentioned,  I  approve  Mly  of  the  forbearance  you  have  since  adopted  in 
i^gard  to  making  further  representations  upon  the  same  subject. 
*  It  is  freely  confessed  that  the  proceedings  which  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment have  taken  in  relation  to  the  Canadian  outrages  seem  to  us  alto- 
gether just  and  fair.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  instructions  of  the  home 
toremment  will  so  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  provincial  authorities  in 
Canada  as  to  secure  to  us  a  surrender  of  the  St.  ^Ubans  and  Philo  Par- 
ions  felons,  in  compliance  with  our  requisition,  and  also  a  restoration  of 
flie  treasure  which  they  purloined  from  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Canadian  i)olice. 

It  is  with  sincere  satisfaction  that  we  observe  that  the  provincial 
airthorities  have  begun  to  act  with  energy  in  the  spirit  of  the  instruc- 
tioM  before  mentioned. 

I  am  charged  by  the  President  to  express  to  you  his  special  satisfac- 
tkn  with  the  discreet  mamier  in  which  thus  far  you  have  conducted  the 
piooeedings  in  question.  Congress  will  be  favonibly  impressed  by  the 
ivooeedings  of  her  Majesty's  government  and  those  of  the  provincial 
tathorities.  If  now  the  issuing  of  piratical  vessels  from  Liverpool  could 
he  arrested,  we  might  hope  for  a  speedy  restoration  of  good  feeling  be- 
tween the  people  of  the  two  nations. 
I  am.  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chasles  Francis  Adahs,  Esq.,  dtc,  c&c,  £c. 


•  Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

Washington,  January  31, 1865. 

8m:  Upon  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  4th  instant,  respecting  two 
VBlids  bmldlng  at  Montreal,  alleged  to  be  for  the  naval  ser\iee  of  the 
licdled  Gonfi^erate  States,  I  forwarded  a  copy  of  it  to  the  governor 
iBieral  of  Canada. 

His  excellency  has  furnished  me  with  a  report  of  the  attorney  general 
lir  Osoada  East  upon  this  subject,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
taumit  herewith. 

Ibive  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
4edieDt,  hnmble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLEY. 

Hon.  WiLUAX  H.  SswABD,  dkc.j  &C.J  &c. 


106  enforcement  of  neutrality,  ^ 

Crown  Law  Department^ 

QuebeCy  January  24, 1865. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  report  to  his  excellency  the  govemo 
general  that  from  inquiries  made  by  him,  as  shown  by  the  annexed  eoi 
respondence,  relative  to  the  two  vessels  alluded  to  by  the  United  State 
vice-consul,  in  his  letter  of  the  9th  December  last,  addressed  to  till 
Secretary  of  State  at  Washington,  it  does  not  appear  that  any  suspieio] 
of  their  destination,  other  than  the  ostensible  one,  was  excited  in  th< 
minds  of  the  customs  officers  at  Montreal,  and  that  one  of  these  vessda 
the  AlmanderiSy  had  cleared  from  the  port  of  Montreal  before  the  dab 
of  the  vice-consul's  letter. 

The  undersigned  will  duly  report  to  his  excellency  before  the  opemii( 
of  navigation  any  further  information  that  may  be  obtained  relative  t( 
the  Pinero. 

GEOEGE  C.  CARTIEK,         j 
Attorney  Oeneral,  L.  C. 


Mr.  Futvoye  to  Mr.  Holmes. 

Croavn  Law  Department, 

Quehecj  December  28, 1864 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  honorable  the  attorney  general  for  Lower 
Canada  to  request  you  to  make  diligent  inquiry  as  to  the  trade  or  objects 
for  which  two  shij)S  now  building  at  Montreal,  to  be  called  El  Almaih 
daris  and  Pinero  are  destined,  and  to  report,  to  him  fi'om  time  to  tiins 
any  reliable  information  that  you  may  obtain  in  relation  to  th^  and 
their  destination. 
I  have,  &c., 

GEORGE  FUTVOYE, 
Cleric  of  CrouonLaw  Department* 
B.  Holmes,  Esq^ 

Collector  of  CfustomSj  Montreal, 


Mr,  Holmes  to  Mr.  Futvoye, 

CUST03I  House,  Montreal^  December  29, 1864. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  28tli  instant,  requesting  information 
respecting  the  steamers  Almandaris  and  Pinero,  I  beg,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  honorable  the  attorney  general  for  Lower  Canada,  to  state  that 
the  former  was  built  on  a  wharf  o])posite  this  city,  and  then  taken  into 
the  Lachine  canal,  by  Mr.  Augustine  Cantin  during  the  last  sununff* 
That  owing  to  the  illness  of  the  measuring  officer  of  this  i)ort,  Mt 
CMeara,  of  Quebec,  came  up  here  and  measured  both  vessels,  and  wwHf 
therefore,  be  competent  to  give  everj'  information  as  to  whetiher  ttaW 
was  anything  suspicious  in  their  build,  or  different  from  simHar  pasaafr 
ger  steam  vessels. 

These  vessels  were  both  registered  at  this  port  on  the  25th  of  B'otbb* 
ber  last,  in  the  name  of  the  builder,  A.  Cantin.  The  Almandaris  wii 
built  on  account  of  the  General  Cuban  Steam  Navigation  Conipany  tf 
Havana,  and  the  Pinero  for  Ildefonso  Vivanco,  merchant,  of  same  plai>0» 

The  Almandaris,  of  630y^  tons,  J.  B.  Portias  master,  cleared  ftott 
this  iH>rt  without  cargo  for  Havana  on  the  7th  instant,  and  by  the  lateiM 
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aoconnts  had  reached  Canso,  where,  I  was  informed,  at  date  of  her  sailing 
itenoe,  she  would  stop  for  a  supply  of  coal. 

It  was  intiikuded  to  have  cleared  the  Pinero,  287^o  ^on^,  for  the  same 
port,  but  owing  to  the  unfinished  state  of  the  joiners'  work,  some  differ- 
mee  arose  between  the  parties  interested,  which  created  a  delay  of 
several  days,  and  the  season  suddenly  closing,  the  vessel  was  compelled 
bo  return  into  the  Lachine  canal  to  winter. 

I  would  beg  to  observe  that  Mr.  Cantin,  in  November,  1858,  built  a 
lleam  vessel  of  437^^  tons,  called  the  Colon,  for  Don  Pedro  Sacosta,  of 
Havana,  which  was  transfeiTcd  to  him  there,  and  the  register  returned 
to  this  i>ort  by  the  British  consul. 

These  vessels  were  stated  to  be  intended  for  passenger  boats,  and  the 
Almandaris  was  fitting  up  at  date  of  her  clearance  with  state-rooms, 

r,  as  in  the  usual  way. 
I  have  &iC 

BENJAIMIN  HOLMES,  Collector. 

George  Futvoye,  Esq.,  cfcc,  <6c.,  <Cc. 


Mr.  Futvoye  to  Mr.  CPMeara, 

Crown  Law  Departmisnt, 

Quebec,  January  17, 1865. 

8iE  I  am  directed  by  the  honorable  the  attorney  general  for  Lower 
GflWila  to  transmit  to  vou  the  inclosed  letter  of  the  collector  of  customs 
itMontreal,  and  to  request  you  to  return  it,  at  your  early  convenience, 
titli  such  further  information  as  you  may  be  able  to  furnish  on  the 
robject-matter  thereof. 
I  have,  &c., 

GEORGE  FUTVOYE, 
Clerk  of  Crown  Late  Department. 
J.  P.  OTVlEABA,  Esq., 
Measuring  Surveyor,  her  MajeMy^s  Custotna,  Quebec. 


Mr.  CfMeara  to  Mr.  Futvoye. 

Custom  IToitse,  Quebec,  January  18, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
^7th  instant,  with  inclosures  from  the  (collector  of  customs,  port  of  Mon- 
^,  mill  a  request  I  would  r(*turn  it  at  my  early  convenience,  with 
•oeh  farther  infoimation  as  I  ma^^  be  able  to  furnish  on  the  subject- 
Jfiatter  thereof. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  measured  the  steamers 
f^ntly  "referred  to,  namely,  the  Almandaris  and  Pinero,  in  Montreal, 
in  the  month  of  November  last.  They  werc^  represented  to  me  by  Mr. 
Cantin,  the  builder,  asbemgintended  to  cany  passengers,  and  were  then 
leing  fitted  up  for  that  purjiose.  I  saw  nothing  at  the  time  which  could 
l»ve  led  me  to  suspect  that  they  were  intended  for  any  other  i)urpose 
than  that  represented  to  me  by  the  builder,  and,  in  fact,  I  remember 
ra&arking  to  Mr.  Cantin  that  from  the  way  in  which  they  were  being 
ftted  up  at  the  time  with  cane  beds,  &c.,  they  appeared  admirably  adap- 
ted for  the  purpose  for  which  he  represented  them  to  be  built,  viz :  car- 
ijing  passengers  in  the  tropics. 
I  have,  &c, 

P.  O'MEAEA. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

'So.  867.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Sm:  •  •  •  • 

His  lordship  Eaxl  Eossell  also  made  some  reference  tofhemeaff 
agitation  at  Washington  for  the  repeal  of  the  reciprocity  treaty, 
passport  system,  and  other  arrangements  on  the  frontier.  He  «[ 
them  with  some  appearance  of  regret  I  ventured  to  say  that  I  re^ 
them  also.  It  was  not  yet  positively  certain  that  the  Senate  would  p 
resolution  that  had  come  from  the  House,  though  I  presumed  it 
probable.  In  my  belief  all  these  measures  were  the  result  rath 
strong  x>olitical  feeling  than  of  any  commercial  considerations.  I 
not  disguise  the  &ct  of  the  prevalence  of  great  irritation  in  conse< 
of  the  events  that  had  taken  place  in  Can^a :  neither  should  I  ( 
my  regret,  as  it  seemed  to  me  to  be  one  of  tne  cardinal  points 
policy,  both  in  a  political  and  commercial  sense,  to  maintain  th 
friendly  relations  with  the  whole  population  along  our  northern  1 
His  lordship  intimated  that  if  any  of  our  measures  had  the  effect 
pressing  the  tendency  to  active  sympathy  wiUi  the  other  party 
war  among  the  colonists,  to  that  extent  it  would  do  no  harm. 
I  have  tiie  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELE8  FEAKCIS  AJ}A 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

Secretary  oj  State. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  February  6, 1 

Sm :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  21st  December,  and 
reply  of  the  22d  December,  relative  to  an  alleged  organization  fori 
seizing  United  States  ships  in  various  parts,  I  have  the  honor  to 
herewith  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  which  I  have  received  from  the  lieu 
governor  of  Nova  Scotia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  you 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENI 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  i&e.y  c&c,  <bc. 


Lieutenant  Oavemor  Ma^Donnell  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Government  House, 
Halifax^  y.  &,  January  24,  ] 

Sm :  I  have  not  hitherto  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  yours  of  t 
ultimo,  covering  a  communication  from  the  Honorable  Willi] 
Seward,  giving  information,  on  the  authority  of  the  United  states 
here,  oi  the  existence  of  a  piratical  organization  of  some  two  hi 
persons  for  seizing  United  States  vessels  on  the  Canadian  lak 
elsewhere. 

I  have  delayed  acknowledging  the  above  communication  in  the 
tation  that  I  might  receive  further  information  to  give  on  the  sal 
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sent  for  the  United  States  consul  on  receipt  of  your  dispatch,  and  assured 
Mm  of  the  hearty  co-operation  of  this  government  in  every  legal  measure 
for  the  suppression  of  conspiracies  here  of  the  above  nature. 

I  have  since  endeavored  to  ascertain  whether  there  are  really  any 
parties  in  this  city  leagued  together  for  such  nefarious  purposes  as  the 
consul  has  suggested,  and  I  have  hitherto  failed  to  discover  any  adequate 
grounds  for  such  a  supposition. 

You  may,  however,  rely  on  my  willing  co-operation  to  discourage,  and, 
•0  fiff  as  the  law  will  permit,  to  prevent  this  i)art  of  her  Majesty's  domin- 
ions being  made  a  rallying  place  for  persons  whose  attempts  are  proba- 
Uy  designed  to  place  in  jeopardy  the  friendly  relations  which  at  present 
lappUy  exist  between  her  Majesty's  government  and  that  of  the  United 
Btetes. 

I  have,  &c., 

R.  G.  MacDONNELL, 

Lieutenunt  Oovemor. 
J.H.  BuBNUBY,  Esq.,  <&c.,  dkc,  die. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

Washington,  February  7, 1865. 

8m:  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  2l8t  ultimo,  relative  to  the 
luwtile  designs  of  certain  persons  in  Canada  on  the  towns  of  Burlington, 
in  Vermont,  and  Whitehfidh  in  "New  York,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a 
wpy  of  a  dispatch  which  I  have  received  in  reply  from  his  excellency 
the  goTernor  general  of  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

.     J.  HUME  BUE^TiEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  cfcc.,  <6<?.,  etc. 


Viscount  MoncJc  to  M,  Burnley. 

Quebec,  January  31, 1866. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of 
January  25,  inclosing  a  note  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
IJiuted  States,  respecting  the  designs  of  the  enemies  of  the  United  States 
hikiog  in  Canada  of  making  a  formidable  incursion  on  the  town  of  Bur- 
lington, Vermont,  and  Whitehall,  New  York. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  you  to  convey  to  Mr.  Seward  my  assurance 
ftat  the  government  of  Canada  will  use  every  exertion  to  detect  and 
defeat  such  plans. 
I  have,  &C., 

MONCK. 

J.H.  BUBNLEY,  <£o.,  <£o.,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Depabtment  of  State, 

Washington^  February  7, 1865. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  telegram  of  yesterday 
&OIII  H.  M.  Jackson,  esq.,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Halifax, 
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in  regard  to  a  projected  raid  from  Canada  into  fhe  United  Stales.  '. 
will  thank  yon  to  call  the  attention  of  the  aathorities  of  that  provina 
to  the  snbject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration^  sir,  your  oto 
dient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWABD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  c&c,  cfec,  cfec. 


Mr,  Jackwn  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Office  United  States  Telegraph, 

War  Department 

The  following  telegram  received  at  Washington,  12  m.,  February  7^ 
1865,  from  HaMtx,  February  6,  1865 : 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward  : 

Another  raid  into  the  United  States  from  Canada  is  in  contemplation 
full  particulars  and  instructions  respecting  which  are  given  in  seTcral 
letters  addressed  to  N.  B.  DaWs,  at  Montreal  and  Toronto. 

M.  M.  JACKSON, 

United  States  Conml 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1269.]  Department  of  State, 

Washin{it<m,  February  13,  I8681  ' 

Sm :  I  transmit  a  copy  of  the  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  approved 
on  the  9th  instant,  relative  to  the  notice  to  terminate  the  treaty  of  1817, 
reguLiting  the  naval  force  on  the  lakes.    You  may  make  such  use  rf 
the  same  as  may  be  necessary  or  ad\isable. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Charles  Francis  Ada^is,  Esq.,  (fee,  cfcc,  dtc. 


thirty-eighth  congress,  second  session. 

JOINT  resolution  to  terminate  the  treaty  of  eighteen  hundred  and  eeventert, 

regnlating  tlie  naval  force  on  the  lakes. 

Whereas  the  United  States,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  of  the  other  part.,  by  a  treaty  bearing datt 
April,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen,  have  regulated  the  naval  foWJ 
upon  the  lakes ;  and  it  was  further  ])rovided  that  "  if  either  party  diooW 
hereafter  be  desirous  of  annulling  this  stipulation,  and  should  give  no- 
tice to  that  effect  to  the  other  party,  it  shall  cease  to  be  binding  afltf 
the  ex[)iration  of  six  months  from  the  date  of  such  notice  f  and  whewi* 
the  peace  of  our  frontier  is  now  endangered  by  hostile  expeditici* 
against  the  commerce  of  the  Likes,  and  by  other  acts  of  lawless  peno««j 
which  the  naval  force  of  the  two  countries,  allowed  by  the  existing  trealji 
may  be  insufficient  to  prevent ;  and  whereas,  further,  the  President  cl 
the  United  States  has  proceeded  to  give  the  notice  required  for  tte  te^ 
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lation  of  the  treaty  by  a  communication  which  took  effect  on  the 
»nty-third  November,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four :  Therefore, 
Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
rtcf  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  notice  given  by  the 
esident  of  the  United  States  to  the  government  of  Great  Britain  and 
^land,  to  terminate  the  treaty  of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen,  reg- 
ating  the  naval  force  upon  the  lakes,  is  hereb^^  adopted  and  ratified  as 
the  same  had  been  authorized  by  Congress. 
Approved  February  9, 1865. 


[CommuDicated  by  British  legation.] 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Burnley, 

I?o.53.]  Foreign  Office,  February  15, 1865. 

SiE :  Mr.  Adams  came  yesterday,  by  ap]>oiutmentjto  the  Foreign  Office- 

I  told  Mr.  Adams  that  the  cabinet  had  taken  into  consideration  the 
somplaints  which  he  had  made  from  time  to  time,  by  order  of  his  gov- 
imment,  of  the  confederate  hostilities  in  the  lakes  of  Canada,  of  the 
•aid  at  St.  Albans,  and  of  the  vessels  built  or  fitted  out  in  British  ports 
rhich  were  afterwards  found  converted  into  shii)s  of  war,  cruising  against 
he  commence  of  the  United  States ;  that  the  orders  sent  to  the  governor 
f  Canada  by  her  Majesty's  government,  and  the  jMoceedings  not  only 
fthe  governor  general,  but  of  the  legislature  in  Canada,  would,  I 
rusted,  convince  the  United  States  government  that  everything  had 
een  done,  or  would  be  done,  to  prevent  the  carrying  on  of  hostilities 
fi^ainst  the  United  States  from  Canadian  territory,  or  on  Cauiulian 
aters. 

With  respect  to  the  ships  built,  bought,  or  fitted  out  in  the  ports  of 
lie  United  Kingdom,  the  question  was  more  difficult.  We  had  tried 
•Tosecution,  and  had  to  a  great  extent  prevented  the  equipment  of  war- 
ike  vessels  in  her  Majesty's  ports  and  rivers,  to  be  afterwards  used  as 
wnfederate  vessels  of  war;  but  this  success  only  rendered  the  confeder- 
kte  agents  more  cautious  in  carrying  out  their  designs.  Supx)08iug  a 
nercbant  ship  to  be  bought  and  sent  out  ostensibly  to  Bombay,  another 
■essel  laden  with  cannon  and  warlike  eciuipments,  with  a  large 
ihip^s  company,  should  be  nominally  bound  to  Mexico,  Jind  that  these 
^0  vessels  should  meet,  say  at  the  Ca[)e  Verde  Islands,  and  one  of 
heae  vessels  to  be  there  converted  into  a  confederate  cruiser,  with  a 
xmfederate  captain  and  a  confederate  crew;  how  was  such  a  transaction 
0  be  prevented  f  Would  not  the  plans  of  the  confederate  agents  and 
•f  their  friends  in  the  country  be  kept  so  secret  that  no  law  existing,  or 
obe  made,  could  reach  them  ! 

I  say  that,  struck  by  the  difficulties,  her  Majesty's  government  had 
letermined  to  address  the  confederate  commissioners  at  Paris ;  and  I 
hen  proceeded  to  read  to  Mr.  Adams  the  letter  of  which  1  inclose  a 
opy.  Bat  I  said  there  was  always  great  difficulty  in  communicating 
rtth  the  confederate  authorities  at  Ki(»hniond,  and  it  had  occurred 
othe  cabinet  that,  as  the  government  at  W^ashington  must  have  oppor- 
onities  of  communicating  with  the  confederates  on  questions  which 
Iways  ariae  in  the  course  of  protracted  hostilities,  I  might  fairly  ask 
fr.  Sewajrd,  tiirough  the  organ  of  Mr.  Adams,  to  convey  my  letter 
i£dy  to  the  confederate  authorities. 

Mr.  Adrass  raised  the  difficulties  that  the  confederates  might  doubt 


112  ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALTTT. 

the  authenticity  of  the  letter ;  bat.  as  I  told  him  that  the  original  hai 
been  sent  the  day  before  to  Lord  Cowley,  to  be  ddivered  to  Mr.  IfaHS, 
ALr.  Adams  acknowledged  that  difficulty  to  be  removed. 

I  said  that  either  the  confederates  would  accept  our  conditions,  or 
they  would  refuse  compliance,  and  in  the  last  case  it  would  be  for  as 
Majesty's  government  to  consider  what  was  next  to  be  done. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  in  either  case  he  thought  advantage  would  aocnia 
to  the  United  States ;  but  he  feared  that  the  facility  with  which  theooB- 
federates  had  obtained  ships  for  hostile  purposes  in  a  neutral  coimtiy 
would  furnish  very  dangerous  precedents  to  belligerents  in  any  fdtore 
war. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  <fcc.,  cfcc,  (6c. 

[For  inclosure  see  inclosure  to  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward,  No.  879,  February  16, 1865,  post] 


I 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  879.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  February  16, 1865. 

Sm:  #•••## 

His  lordship  Earl  Russell  said  he  had  asked  to  see  me  in  order  to  let  me 
know  the  residt  of  the  deliberations  of  the  cabinet  on  American  affain. 
With  regard  to  the  state  of  things  in  Canada,  in  view  of  the  instmctioDS 
which  had  been  sent  by  Mr.  Cardwell  to  Lord  Monck,  of  the  action  that 
had  l)een  taken  by  Lord  Monck  himself,  of  the  measures  in  progroas  in 
the  legislature,  and  of  the  decisions  of  tlie  courts  of  the  province,  it  wai 
thought  that  enough  had  been  done  to  establish  confidence  there. 

With  respect  to  the  difficulties  that  had  been  occasioned  on  this  side 
by  the  proceedings  of  the  confederate  agents  and  their  friends,  in  flttin; 
out  vessels  and  enlisting  men  to  carry  on  the  war  from  this  country  ai 
a  base,  the  cabinet  had  come  to  a  determination.  This  was  to  diieot 
him  to  address  a  letter  to  the  thr^e  persons  who  had,  some  time  sinoe^ 
written  to  him  as  authorized  agents  of  the  confederates  at  Richmond,  oi 
another  subject,  Messrs.  Slidell,  Mason,  and  Mann.  These  persons  iren 
believed  to  be,  all  of  them,  now  at  Pans.  Such  a  letter  had  accordin(^ 
been  prepared.  He  proposed  now  to  resul  to  me  its  contents.  Aocctffr 
ingly,  he  read  it  over  slowly  and  deliberately.  After  he  finished,  be  g 
Stiid  it  was  proposed  to  furnish  me  with  a  copy  for  my  government  He  } 
had  already,  on  Monday,  sent  the  letter  to  Ix)rd  Cowley,  at  Paris,  to  be  J 
forwarded  to  his  address.  In  order  to  be  still  more  sure  of  its  destJDft-  Ij 
tion,  however,  he  proposed  to  send  a  duplicate  to  Washington,  with*  4 
request  that,  through  the  channels  of  communication  which  appetf  tp  -^ 
have  been  established  between  that  place  and  Eichmond,  it  migbt|if  - 
thought  proper,  be  transmitted  by  us. 

I  then  said  that  I  had  listened  to  the  reading  of  the  letter  with  muflb     . 
satisfaction.    That  I  could  not,  at  the  moment,  say  what  view  my  go|f*    1 
emment  would  take  of  it,  or  of  the  proposition  to  transmit  it  through  iti     | 
agency.    I  coidd,  myself,  perceive  no  objection.    Possibly  the  other  side 
might  be  disposed  to  refuse  to  receive  it,  because  it  came  in  that  waj* 
His  lordship  remarked  that  he  had  first  sent  it  directly  to  the  agents  to 
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puffd  against  that  difficulty.  He  alluded  to  the  refusal  of  the  goveru- 
nent  to  permit  a  vessel  to  pa^s,  on  a  former  oeeasiou^  as  having  been 
Msed  ni>ou  other  reasons,  which  did  not  si^em  to  apply  to  this  case.  I  said 
it  had  always  seemed  to  me  a  matter  of  surprise  that  some  course  of  this 

bind  had  not  been  earlier  taken. 

•  •••••• 

I  have  since  received  a  note  from  Lord  Russell,  with  a  copy  of  the 
letter.    I  send  a  copy  of  the  former  with  the  latter,  just  as  it  came  to 
me,  preserving  a  copy  of  it  to  place  iu  the  archives  of  this  legation. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  olM»dient  servant, 

CHAllLES  FKAXCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sew^ard, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  Fehruan/  15,  1805. 

Lonl  Russell  presents  his  C()mx>linunits  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  has  the 
Wdf  to  inclose  a  copy  of  the  lett<?r  of  wliicih  Lord  Kussell  spoke*  to  Mr. 
Ad'ims  yesterday  as  having  been  addressed  to  Messrs.  Mason,  Slidell, 
and  Mann. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mason^  SUdell^  and  Mann. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  February  13, 1865. 

Gentlemen:  Some  time  ago  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you,  in  answer 
fo a  statement  which  you  sent  me,  that  her  Majesty  remained  neutral 
itt  the  deplonible  cx)ntest  now  carried  on  in  North  America,  and  that  ber 
llajesty  intended  to  persist  in  that  course. 

It  is  now  my  duty  to  request  you  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  author- 

itiesj  under  whom  you  Jict,  with  a  view  to  their  serious  consideration 

thereof,  the  just  complaints  which  her  Majesty's  government  have  to 

ttiake  of  the  conduct  of  the  so-called  (jonfeilerate  government.    The  facts 

ttpon  which  the.se  complaints  are  founded  tend  to  show  that  her  MaJ- 

ctty's  neutrality  is  not  respected  by  the  agents  of  that  governnunit,  and 

that  undue  and  reprehensible  att<*m[)ts  have  been  made  by  them  to 

involve  her  Majesty  in  a  war  in  which  her  Majesty  had  declared  her 

Uitention  not  to  take  part. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Thurdly,  the  president  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  has  pnt  forth  . 
^proclamation  acknowledging  and  claiming  as  a  belligerent  ()i)eration, 
in  behalf  of  the  Confederate  States,  the  act  of  Beiuiett  G.  Biirley  in 
attempting,  in  1864,  to  capture  the  steamer  Michigan,  with  a  view  to 
release  numerous  confederate  i)risoners  detained  iu  captivity  in  John- 
son's Island,  on  Lake  Erie. 

hidependently  of  this  proclamation,  the  facts  connected  with  the 
Attack  on  two  other  American  sti^amers,  the  riiilo  Parsons  and  Island 
Qneen,  on  Lake  Erie,  and  the  recent  laid  at  St.  Albans,  in  tlu*  Stale  of 
ywmont,  which  Lieutenant  Young,  liolding,  as  ln^  alliiins,  a  connnission 
in  the  Confederate  States  army,  declares  to  liave  been  an  act  of  war,  and 
t'i'erefore  not  to.^Mvplve^the  guilt  of  robbery  and  murder,  show  a  gross 
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disregard  of  her  Majesty's  character  as  a  neutral  power,  and  a  desire 
involve  her  Majesty  iu  hostilities  with  a  conterminoos  power  with  whi< 
Great  Britain  is  at  peace. 

You  may,  gentlemen,  have  the  means  of  contesting  the  accuracy  of  tl 
information  on  which  my  foregoing  statements  have  been  founded;  aD 
I  should  be  glad  to  iind  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  been  mii 
informed,  although  I  have  no  reason  to  think  that  such  has  been  th 
case.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  infonnation  which  her  Majesty's  goven 
raent  have  received  with  regard  to  those  matters  cannot  be  gainsaid, 
trust  that  you  will  feel  yourselves  authorized  to  promise,  on  behalf  c 
the  confederate  government,  that  ])r{ictices  so  offensive  and  uuwarrant 
able  shall  cease,  and  shall  be  entirely  abandoned  for  the  future.  I  shall 
therefore,  await  anxiously  your  reply,  after  referring  to  the  authoritie 
of  the  Confederate  States. 
I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL 

J.  M.  Mason,  Esq.,  J.  Slidell,  Esq.,  J.  Mann,  Esq. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Waahingtonj  February  17,  180.1. 

Sir:  Adverting  to  my  note  of  the  7th  instant,  communicating  toyoa 
a  coi)y  of  a.  telegram  from  M.  M.  Jackson,  esq.,  the  United  States  con- 
sul at  Halifax,  1  have  the  honor  now  to  inclose,  for  your  information 
and  that  of  the  proper  authorities  of  her  Majesty's  government,  a  copy 
of  another  telegram  from  the  same  source  of  yesterday,  to  the  effect 
that  Oswego  will  ]n*obably  be  one  of  the  points  of  attack  by  the  rebel 
raiders  from  Canada,  and  that  threats  are  made  against  Rochester,  Ne« 
York. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  considei'ation,  sir,  yow 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  cfc,  etc,  rfc 


Mr.  Jacl'son  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Office  U.  S.  Military  Telegraph,  War  Department 

The  following  telegram  received  at  Washington  5.22  \).  m.,  Februarj 
16, 1805,  from  Haliftix,  Nova  Scotia,  February  16,  1865 : 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward  : 

Am  informed  that  Oswego  will  probably  be  one  of  the  points  of  attacl 
by  rebel  raiders  from  Canada,  aiul  that  threats  are  made  against  Rocb 
ester.    Dispatches  by  steamer. 

M.  M.  JACKSON, 
^  United  States  Consul. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Depatrment  of  State, 

Washington^  February  19, 1868. 

Sm:  Referring  to  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  between  1U 
regard  to  the  suspicious  steamer  Georgian  or  Georgianay  I  have  fhl 
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Mior  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  proper,  authorities  of 
er  Majesty's  government,  that  in  a  dispatch  of  the  Gth  instant,  addressed 
I  me  by  D.  Thurston,  esq.,  the  consul  of  the  Unit^Hl  States  at  Toronto, 
i  m  stated  that  the  steamer  Georgian  has  been  transferred  to  (reorge 
!aylor  Denison,  a  major  in  tlie  militia  (cavalry)  of  Canada ;  tliat  he  pro- 
esfles  to  have  paid  $13,000  for  her ;  but  Mr.  Thurston  states  that  no  such 
nm  has  ever  been  in  the  major's  possession,  and  that  he  understands 
that  George  Dawson,  a  Canadian  by  birth,  and  ii  colonel  in  the  insurgent 
nmee,  who  spent  some  months  in  Toronto,  and  who  avowed  that  he 
was  Hiere  as  the  agent  of  the  insurgents,  and  for  a  spec'ial  object,  left 
that  city  a  few  days  before  it  was  known  that  the  vessel  had  pjissed  into 
George  T.  Denison's  hands ;  that  Dawson  has  a  family  connecticm  with 
Dmison,  and  was  very  intimately  associated  with  him  diuing  his  res- 
idence in  that  city. 

Ihave  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  IIuME  Burnley,  Esq.,  dtc.j  i£t.,  d'c. 


Mr.  Thurston  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[Extract.] 

United  States  Coxsi  late, 

Toronto,  Fchruafy  G,  I860. 

81B:    •  •  ♦  *  ♦  •  ♦ 

The  steamer  Georgian  has  been  transferred  to  George  Taylor  Denison, 
«f  this  city,  a  major  in  the  militia  (cavalry)  of  Canada.  Re  professes  to 
kivepaid  $13,0(K)  for  her,  but  no  sncli  sum  hns  ever  been  in  his  poises- 
son.  He  is  the  brother  of  Brigade  Major  Denison,  of  this  city,  and  it 
was  the  last  named  gentleman  from  whom  I  obtained  the  infiumation. 
I  understand  that  George  Dawson,  a  Canadian  by  birth,  and  a  rebel 
wlonel,  who  spent  some  months  in  this  city,  and  avowed  that  he  was 
here  as  the  agent  of  the  rebel  government,  and  for  a  special  object,  left 
this  city  a  few  days  before  it  was  known  that  the  boat  had  passed  into 
fe)rge  T.  Denison's  hands.  He  is  connected  in  some  way,  by  marriage, 
^ith  George  T.  Denison,  and  was  very  intimately  associated  with  him 
daring  his  residence  in  this  city. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  THL^KSTON, 

United  States  Consul. 
Hon.  WiLLLAM  n.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams.  - 

^0.1274.]  DEPART3IENT   OF   StATE, 

Washhuftonj  February  21,  1865.  ' 

SiE :  I  have  your  dispatch  of  the  2d  of  February,  No.  808.  In  that 
P^Peryou  inform  me  that  the  accounts  received  in  England  of  the  agita- 
^  here  of  restrictive  measures  to  operate  in  Canada  are  made  the  oc- 
***WDftMr  alk^»ti<»i8  in  private  conversation,  and  in  the  public  press^ 
ttat  a  detomined  sprit  of  enmity  to  Great  Britain  prevails  throughout 
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this  eountrj'.  .You  iiifonii  me,  further,  that  a  reitoneiliation  between  tl 
iusiirijouts  and  the  national  authorities  is  considered  less  impossible  no 
than  heretofore,  and  that  it  is  assumed  that  the  happening  of  this  even 
will  be  sinndtaneous  with  a  declaration  of  war  by  the  United  State 
against  Great  Brit^iin,  and  a  joint  advance  of  the  two  aniiies  now  opei 
ating  against  each  other  upon  Canada.  After  reading  these  statenienti 
I  am  not  surprised  by  the  tiirther  one  that  it  begins  to  be  whisjiered  ii 
certain  ]»olitical  quarters  that  the  really  wise  way  to  avert  so  grave  i 
danger  as  the  one  thu^  indicated  would  be  to  anticipate  it  by  sustainin] 
the  insurgents  so  far  as  to  prevent  their  ruin,  even  though  it  should  b 
at  the  hazard  of  a  war. 

I  appreciate  fully  your  suggestion,  that  we  shall  conform  our  iwlicj 
toward  Great  liritain  to  the  immediate  exigency  which  the  recurreno 
of  the  [)arliamentary  elections  has  created;  it  being  luiderstood  thatii 
England  our  enemi(js  are  chiefly  foiuid  on  what  they  there  call  the  con 
servative  side,  while  our  friends  range  themselves  under  the  so-calta 
liberal  banner. 

Tin*  ditticulty  ccmsists  not  at  all  in  following  your  ad\ice,  but  in  secnr 
ing  a  fair  and  candid  ccmsideration  of  our  proceedings  by  even  the  lil> 
erals  of  Great  Britain. 

We  have  borne  from  subjects  of  Great  Britain  at  home  the  virtnal 
destruction  of  our  foreign  trade*,  and  the  feeding  and  arming  of  the  iusnr- 
gents  from  Jiritish  ports  and  warehouses.  We  have  maintained  free 
tradt*  and  intercourse  with  the  British  sul)je<'ts  who  dwell  in  Canada, 
until  we  liaye  become  unsafe  on  the  bonhT  lakes  and  rivers.  Our  money 
was  plundered  from  the  banking-houses  cm  the  frontier,  and  all  tte 
hotels  of  the  cityof  Xew  York  were  simultaneously  tired  by  incendiiiries 
having  shelter  and  protecticm  in  the  Biitish  provinces.  These  i)eril« 
and  wrongs  were  incuiTcd  after  three  years  of  earnest  and  vigorous  but 
unsuccessful  warning  and  remonstrance.  It  is  thus  seen  that  we  haT» 
had  not  one,  l>ut  many  just  causes  of  war  against  Great  Britain.  Never- 
theless we  have  not  ma<le  war,  but  have  only  disc(mtiniu»d  reciprocal 
tnide,  and  imposed  some  restricticms  upon  intei*coiu*se,  reservinir  tlw 
l)i)wer  to  relax  or  increase  them  as  the  course  of  Canada!  and  the  British 
govenunent  should  become  friendly  Or  grow  mon*  hostile  and  injiuioitf. 

If  tlie  moderation  thus  practiccMl  in  regard  to  Canada  is  understood 
by  the  British  nation  as  an  indication  of  determined  enmity  to  itself 
what  <*an  wc  do  to  correct  the  imjircssion  f  We  aiv  not  able  to  endiW 
more  i)ati(Mitly  or  more  meekly  than  we  have  endured  injuries  in  that 
(piart(»r.  Belaxation  on  our  part,  without  receiving  any  guarantees ii"oni 
Canada,  would  expose  us  to  new  aggi'essions.  The  case  is  the  same  in 
regard  to  aggressions  from  Liv(*r])ool  and  the  Clyde.  We  just  now  learn 
that  Rumble,  who  got  out  the  Kappahannock,  is  ac(piitted.  Tbat 
vessel  is  openly  and  tlapantly  used,  by  iK^rsons  harbored  and  protected 
in  Great  Britain,  as  a  receiving  ship,  to  man  iiewinratical  vessels,  which 
threaten  not  only  our  few^  shii^s  on  the  ocean,  but  our  blo<*kade  and  onr 
cities.  Mr.  Dudley,  our  consul  al  Liverpool,  writes  us  that  the  Ajaxto 
just  gone  out;  that  another  pirate,  called  her  consort,  will  go  out  from 
a  Britisn  port,  and  be  armed  by  British  subje<;ts;  and  yet  her  MajestJ^ 
government,  if  they  pursue  the  sanu»  policy  as  heretofore,  will  not  only 
treat  those  vessels,  l)ut  even  insist  that  we  shall  treat  tliem,  aslawftl 
belligerent  vessels. 

Mr.  Morse,  our  consul  at  London,  wiitcs  us  that  the  " No.  40,^^ali88 
liouivsa  Ann  Fanny,  a  \csscl  as  ]h)w«»i1iiI  as  ihc  K ear sarge,  is  likely  soo"^ 
to  be  atloat,  fully  armed  and  manned.  The  Bappahanmx^k,  the  Talla- 
hassee, the  Chickamauga,  and  the  Sheimndoah,  all  recognized  by  h& 
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^esty's  government  as  ba\'ing  a  lawful  belligerent  character,  are,  as 

ooderstand,  down  to  this  day,  standing  in  the  registers  of  the  British 
itoms  in  the  names  of  British  owners,  under  their  former  names  of 
rlkk  Atlanta,  Edisto,  and  Sea  King.  And  now  comes,  at  this  late 
ir,  a  new  embarrassment.  One  of  Arman's  rams,  built  at  Bordeaux 
the  insurgents,  clandestinely  receives  her  armament  from  a  British 
uner  off  the  coast  of  France. 

t  most  be  manifest  that,  under  these  circumstance,  we  are  so  far  from 
ng  able  to  choose  a  less  vigorous  defensive  i)olicy  in  regard  to  (rreat 
tain  that  we  must  rather  expe(».t  to  be  obliged  to  adopt  more  direct 
I  vigorous  measures  of  resistance  to  her  hostile  subjects.  It  seems  to 
Dhat  her  Majesty's  govenmient  have  control  of  the  whole  situation. 

them  pursue  and  punish  the  British  subjects  who  wage  these  end- 
\  and  manifold  hostilities,  or,  at  least,  abandon  them  to  the  fate  of 
ites  and  enemies  of  the  human  race,  as  they  are.  Li^t  that  govern- 
it  seek  peaee  with  us,  as  earnestly  as  we  desire  peace  and  good  rela- 
18  with  Great  Britain,  and  all  apprehensions  of  enmity  on  the  part  of 

United  States  will  A^rtually  be  found  to  be  groundless  and  chimeri- 
If  any  British  politicians  fear  that  we  shall  make  hostility  to  Great 
tain  a  condition  of  reconciliation  with  the  insurgents,  and  an  occa- 
i  for  aggression,  those  iK)liticiansare  the  victims  of  a  delusion  which 
y  themselves  have  created.  It  is  true,  I  have  intimations  from  not 
,  but  many  insurgent  emissaries,  that  such  a  condition,  if  tendered, 
:ht  be  accepted,  and  that  the  two  parties  combined,  on  some  such 
dition,  might  end  this  fearful  domestic  strife  by  a  common  war 
iost  any  European  state  we  might  choose  for  an  enemy.  -'I  say  to  you 
r,  by  direction  of  the  President,  as  I  have  already  said  to  Mr.  Bige- 
,  that* it  is  the  intention  of  this  government  to  fight  the  battle  through 
•n  the  present  line,  if  no  European  stute  intervenes;  but  I  cannot,  at 
same  time  omit  to  say,  that  the  British  government,  by  its  tolera- 
I  of  the  hostilities  of  its  subjects,  forces  ui)on  the  American  people 

question  most  difficult  of  all  of  solution  by  popular  judgment, 
&ther  Great  Britain  is,  or  is  not,  actually  intervening  in  favor  of  the 
argents. 

'.  have  written  this  dispatch  with  perfect  <free(loin,  as  a  transcript  of 
)  feeUngs  of  our  administration.  You  will  make  su(;h  use  of  it  as  your 
n  discretion  shall  approve,  with  regard  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
0  nations. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cCt.,  (fee,  cfec. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  February  23,  1865. 

8lR:  Referring  to  my  notes  of  the  7th  and  17th  instant,  I  have  the 
nor  to  inclose  for  the  fiirther  information  of  the  ])roi)er  authorities  of 
r  Majesty's  government  a  eopy  of  a  dis[)at('h  of  tin*  VM\\  instant,  from 
M.  Jackson,  esq.,  the  United  8tat<»s  consul  at  Halifax,  respecting  the 
)pased  hostile  exi)editions  against  the  UiiitcHl  Staters  tVom  Canada. 
Have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the-  highest  consideration,  sir,  yom*  obe- 
nt  servant^ 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

^.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  &c.^  dr.,  dr. 
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Mr.  JaeJi4ton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

CONSLTLATE  OF  THE  UNITED  StATF^, 

Halifax  J  Nova  Scotia  j  February  13, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  since  my  telegi'ams  toyoal 
have  endeavored  to  procure  further  information  in  relation  to  the  de- 
signs of  the  rebels,  now  in  Canada,  upim  our  northern  borders. 

I  have  ascertained  that  the  rebels,  now  scattered  through  several  d 
the  border  towns  in  Canada,  designed,  some  time  since,  making  auothei 
raid  from  Canada  into  the  United  Stiites,  but  their  operations  have  been 
8usi>ended  to  await  the  result  of  the  judicial  proceedings  in  the  Canadiu 
courts  in  the  case  of  the  St.  Albans  raiders.  They  aver,  however,  thit 
the  result  of  those  proceedings  will  not  defeat  their  plans;  and  that^al 
the  earliest  practicable  period,  they  will  attempt  to  carry  them  inti) 
execution. 

I  have  l>een  infonned  that  one  of  the  points  to  be  attacked  is  Oswega 
i^ew  York.    They  also  make  threats  against  Eochester. 

The  headquarters  of  these  des[)(Tadoes  are  Tonmto,  Hamilton,  Kings 
ton,  and  the  other  towns  upon  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Canadian  bon^ 

I  have  no  doubt  they  will  attempt,  the  first  favorable  opportunitj*,  t 
consummate  their  plans ;  their  objects  being  both  to  plunder  and  injiu 
the  people  of  the  loyal  States,  and  to  create  trouble,  if  iK)ssible  a  wa 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  M.  JACKSON, 
United  States  ComuL 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

Is  o.  884.]  0  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London  J  February  23, 18(55. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  come  from  an  interview  with  Lord  Russell. 

*  *•*  *  #  *  *  #  • 

Having  completed  what  I  had  to  say,  I  was  cabout  to  take  my  leave 
when  his  lordship  remarked  that  when  I  came  he  had  expected  I  wiu 
about  to  discuss  a  different  matter.  He  had  presumed  that  I  was  t( 
give  notice  of  the  tennination  of  the  reciprocity  treaty.  I  replied  thai 
the  pai)ers  had  b(»en  received  by  me,  vdth  instructions  to  give  the  notitt 
at  some  time  after  the  1 7th  of  March,  the  earliest  period  at  which  it  wtf 
possible  to  do  so  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty.  His  lordship  said  that  ih< 
subject  had  been  under  consideration  in  the  cabim^t  yesterday,  at  whidi 
he  had  not  been  able  to  attend.  He  had,  however,  been  api)rised  thai 
it  had  be^n  thought  advisable,  in  regard  to  the  notice  already  given  a< 
to  terminating  the  arrangement  of  1817,  to  begin  to  think  of  something 
to  substitute  in  its  place.  He  was  not  himself  disposed  to  (piestion  th< 
reasonableness  of  our  disposition,  under  the  late  course  of  events,  ^ 
increase  our  armament,  but  this  would  necessarily'  involve  on  their  par 
a  duty  of  making  some  similar  provision.  He  thought  that  an  ijnd^ 
standing  would  be  advisable,  so  that  each  party  could  prepare  itself  ^ 
cordingly.  The  same  remark  might  be  made  of  the  reciprocity  trea^ 
The  interval  before  its  termination  might  be  profitably  employed  i 
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f   fflaturing  such  amendments  to  it  as  would  n^move  present  objections. 

'    fie  could  not  but  think  that,  in  substance,  both  of  these  compacts  had 

been  beneiicial  to  the  interests  of  both  countries.    I  replied  that  in  my 

own  opinion  they  had  been  highly  useful,  and  now  that  the  Canadian 

authorities  had  Uiken  such  vigorous  measures  to  put  an  end  to  th<»  ojiera- 

tions  of  the  marauders  on  the  bonier,  I  inclined  to  indulge  the  hope 

that  we  fihould  hear  no  more  of  them.     It  was  only  necessary  that  her 

Majesty's  government  should  lift  its  little  linger  in  earnest,  and  the 

▼hole  rel)el  programme  in  Canada  would  be  scattere<l  to  the  winds.    The 

delivery  of  the  men  found  guilty  of  these  atrocities  on  the  border  would 

aet  as  a  preventive  against  all  projects  of  that  kind  in  future.    I  was, 

therefore,  in  great  hopes  that  the  ai)prehension,  justly  enough  excited 

at  the  moment,  woidd  soon  die  away,  so  that  there  would  be  no  occa- 

aon  for  resorting  to  extraordinary  perumnent  measures  of  i)recaution. 

Armaments  were  expensive  ami  useless.     They  only  served  in  trouble<l 

times  to  breed  mutual  suspicions.    To  judge  from  the  tone  in  the  House 

of  Lords  the  other  day,  one  would  su])i)ose  that  we  were  about  to  pounce 

upon  Canada  with  our  whole  force.     Yet  we  had  been  living  for  half  a 

(Mitury  almost  uninterruptedly  in  full  reliance  on  the  good  faith  of  each 

other,  and  I  saw  no  reiison  why  we  might  not  do  so  again  hereafter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Seicard  to  Mr,  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

^al2S2.j  Depabtmext  of  State, 

WaMngton,  March^  1,  I860. 

Sir:      ♦  ♦  •  ♦  *  *  • 

Canada  is  one  of  the  points  where  the.  peace  of  the  two  countries 
w  immediately  exposed.  Judge  Smith  yesterday  adjounnHl  the  case  of 
fie  St.  Albans  raiders  eight  days,  <and  thus  he  has  again  rendered  it 
impossible  for  us  to  modify  our  restrictive  measures  in  regard  to  that 
province.  There  is  reason  to  hope,  however,  that,  if  not  the  judiciary, 
fte  executive  authorities  of  Canada  will  soon  take  such  proceedings  as 
^l  reassure  the  border  sentiment.  In  that  case  the  President  will 
kasteii  to  manifest  a  renewed  sense  of  security  and  of  liberality  towards 

that  imi>ortant  province. 

•  #  •  *  *  *  # 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  II.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Feancis  Adams,  Esq.,  <jDc.,  d;e.,  etc. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 


•*  Washington,  March  7, 1865. 

Aoiiortotn 


:  With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  31st  of  January,  I  have  the 
to  transmit  to  you  copies  of  a  dispatch,  and  of  its  inclosures,  which 
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I  have  received  from  his  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canad 
relative  to  the  vessels  Almandaris  and  Piuero,  alleged  to  be  iutendc 
for  the  naval  service  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  considei-ation,  sir,  your  mo 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUEyiiET. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &c.,  d:c.^  &c. 


Viscount  Monck  to  Mr,  Burnley. 

Quebec,  February  28, 1865. 

Sm :  Eeferring  to  my  dispatch  of  the  24th  of  January,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  to  you  copies  of  a  report  from  the  attorney  general 
for  Canada  East,  and  a  letter  from  the  collector  of  customs  at  the  port 
of  Montreal,  relative  to  the  vessels  Almandaris  and  Pinero. 

I  shall  feel  much  obliged  if  you  will  communicate  this  intbrmation  tc 
the  Secretaiy  of  State  of  the  United  States. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

MONCK. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  <fec.,  cfcc,  d'c. 


Mr,  Cartier  to  Viscount  Monck, 

Crown  Law  Department, 

Quebec,  February  28, 1865. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor,  in  addition  to  his  report  of  the  24th 
ultimo,  to  transmit  to  his  excellency  the  governor  general  copy  of  a 
letter,  with  inclosure,  received  from  the  collector  of  customs  at  Montreal, 
in  relation  to  two  vessels,  Almandaris  and  Piuero,  the  former  of  which 
is  reported  as  having  been  sold  to  Spanish  subjects  at  Havana,  and  the 
latter,  still  lying  in  the  Lachine  canal,  as  having  be^n  transferred  by 
bill  or  sale  to  a  gentleman  residing  in  the  city  of  Montreal. 

GEORGE  E.  CARTIER, 

Attorney  Qeneral,  L*  C. 


Mr,  Holmes  to  Mr,  Futroye, 

Custom  House,  Montreal,  February  21, 1865. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  letter  dated  28th  December,  last,  requir 
ing  to  be  informed,  for  the  infonriatiou  of  the  honorable  the  attornej 
general,  of  any  facts  thereafter  coming  to  my  knowledge  touching  th< 
vessels  El  Almandaris  and  Pinero,  I  beg  to  say  this  morning's  mai 
brought  me  back  the  registry  of  the  Almandaris,  with  advice  of  he: 
transfer  at  Havana. 

Inclosed  is  copy  of  letter  of  advice. 
I  have  &)C 

BEXJ.  HOLMES,  Collector. 

George  Futroye,  Esq., 

Clerk  of  Crown  Law  Department,  Quebec. 

. 

P.  S. — The  Pinero  still  lying  in  the  canal,  but  has  been  transferred  b 
bill  of  sale  to  Joseph  Tiffin,  jr.,  of  this  city. 

KH. 
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Mr,  Bunch  to  the  Registrar. 

Havana,  February  8, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  herewith  the  British 
certificate  of  registry  of  steamer  Almandaris,  official  number  46,257,  of 
your  port,  sold  this  day  to  Spanish  subjects  for  $81,340,  currency  of 
Canada. 

I  remain,  &c., 

JOHN  BUNCH,  Comul  General. 
The  Kegistbar,  Montreal^  Canada. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  March  7, 1865. 

Sis  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  19th  ultimo,  calling  my  atten- 
tion to  suspicious  circumstances  attending  the  sale  of  the  steamer  Geor- 
giana,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  which  1  have 
received  from  his  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada  on  this 
subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUKNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  cfcc,  cfcc,  <fec. 


Lord  MoncJc  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Quebec,  February  2Sj  1865. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispateh  of 
the  22d  instant,  and  its  inclosure,  relative  to  the  purchase  of  the  steamer 
Creorg:ian,  or  Georgiana,  by  Mr.  Denison,  of  Toronto. 

I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  reply,  that  1  had  been  already  made 
aware  of  the  change  in  the  ownership  of  this  vessel,  and  that  a  close 
watch  has  been  kept,  and  will  continue  to  be  kept,  by  the  Canadian 
anthorities,  on  any  proceedings  connected  with  her,  in  order  to  take  the 
proper  legal  stei)S  should  any  suspicious  facts  be  disclosed. 
I  have,  &c., 

MONCK. 

J.  E  Burnley,  Esq. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

I 

^0.1289.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  8,  1865. 

SiR:  The  notice  which  has  been  given  by  this  government  for  the  ter- 
jtination  oftheconventionof  April,  1817,  limiting  the  naval  force  on  the 
'^kes,  was  indisi)ensable,  to  enable  us  technically  with  honor  to  protect 
^Diseilves  finom  insurgent  incursions  from  Canadian  temtory.  As  it  is 
^)ed  and  believed  that,  under  existing  circumstances,  no  further  incur- 
^ns  of  that  character  may  be  apprehended,  you  may  say  to  Lord  Kus- 
8eD  that  we  are  quite  willing  that  the  convention  should  remain  practi- 
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cally  in  force;  tliat  this  govorninent  lias  not  constructed  or  commenm 
bnildini^  any  additional  war  vcKsels  on  the  lakes,  or  added  to  the  arnut 
nient  of  the  single  one  which  was  previously  its  property ;  and  that  m 
such  vessels  will  in  future  be  built  or  armed  by  us  in  that  quarter.  It 
is  hoped  a\n\  expected,  however,  that  her  Mjijesty's  government,  on  iti 
part,  so  long  as  this  determination  shall  be  observexi  in  good  faith  bj 
that  of  the  United  States,  will  neither  construct,  nor  arm,  nor  introilno 
armed  vessels  in  excess  of  the  force  stii)ulated  for  by  the  conventioi 
refeiTcd  to. 

I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cf-c,  rfr.,  d-c. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

[Extract.] 


^ 


No.  1204.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  March  9, 1865. 

Sitt:  I  have  reserved  for  consideration  in  this  paper  the  accx)iiDt 
which,  in  your  dispatch  No.  879,  you  ^xxa  of  a  conversation  held  by  yoa 
with  J^^arl  Russell  at  3  o'clock  on  Tuesday,  the  14th  of  February,  upoo 
the  subject  of  aggressions  coming  from  British  i)rovince8  and  i>ort8,and 
certain  ])apers  relating  thereto,  namely,  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to 
you  by  Earl  Russell  on  the  15th  of  Februtiry  last,  and  of  a  note  which 
the  earl,  on  the  13th  of  that  month,  addressed  to  the  rebel  emissaries, 
Slidell,  Mason,  and  Mann,  at  Paris. 

While  I  was  reading  these  papers,  Mr.  Burnley  called,  and  left  witli  me 
for  my  perusal  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  he  had  just  re<?eived,  in  which  Eari 
Russell  has  given  his  own  version  of  i\\(i  same  conversation  to  which  I 
have  before  referred. 

There  is  a  practical  agreement  between  the  two  statement's ;  the  only 
difference,  if  any,  consists  in  greater  explicitness  of  the  earl's  explana- 
tions to  you,  as  they  are  presented  by  himself. 

Earl  Russell  remarked  substantially  in  that  conversathm  that  hP 
thought  that  the  proceedings  which  had  been  taken  by  her  Majesty'is 
government,  by  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  and  by  the  legislature 
of  that  province,  in  regard  to  apprehended  raids  and  aggressions  frota 
that  province,  would  be  Siitisfactory. 

Upon  this  point  1  have  to  inform  you  that  the  instructions  of  Mr.  Card- 
well  to  the  governor  general  of  Canada^  referred  to  by  Earl  Russell,  wei6 
some  time  since  made  known  to  thiij  department,  and  they  weiv  thought 
to  be  highly  friendly  and  judicious.  The  legislature  of  Candida  has  re- 
cently pass(;d  a  law  whicli,  if  duly  executed,  will  enable  the  executive 
authorities  to  remove  from  the  jirovinces  any  foreigners  who  may  seA^ 
to  make  therein  a  base  for  hostile  incursions  into  the  United  Statefli 
That  legislature  is  also  understood  to  be  perfecting  the  enactment  of  » 
law  which  will  provide  for  tin*  indemnity  of  the  persons  who  were  robbed 
in  the  raids  ui)on  St.  Albans.  Judge  Smith  still  delays  proceeding 
upon  the  requisition  for  the  delivery  of  the  robbers  and  murderers  in 
that  case,  but  Mr.  Burnley  has  conli(lentially  assured  me,  on  the  anth** 
ity  of  the  governor  general,  that,  if  they  shall  not  bo  delivered  to  th* 
United  States,  they  will  be  promptly  detained  and  vigorously  prosecuted 
for  violation  of  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  and  of  Canada,  committed  in 
connection  with  offenses  at  St.  Albans. 
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I  view  of  these  facts  and  of  the  explanations  which  were  made  to  you 

Sari  Bnssell  in  the  aforementioned  conversation,  I  have,  by  the  Pre- 

nVs  direction,  issued  an  order  wluch  entirely  rescinds  the  passport 

iations  of  the  17th  of  December  last,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  prov- 

of  Canada.    A  copy  of  the  order  thus  made  to-day  is  annexed  to 

dispatch. 

•  ##  #  #  ### 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

lABLES  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  etc.,  cfcc,  <£c. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

Washington,  March  9,  1865. 

^:  With  reference  to  your  notes  of  the  7th  and  17th  ultimo,  rela- 
0  the  information  furnished  to  you  by  the  United  States  consul  at 
ax,  respecting  projected  raids  into  the  United  States  tenitory,  I 
the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  was  addressed  by  his 
lency  the  governor  of  Nova  Scotia  to  the  United  States  consul,  as 
e  necessity'  of  giving  him  in  the  first  instance  the  earliest  intelli- 
?■  of  any  raid  into  the  United  States  contemplated  by  pjirties  con- 
d  with  that  province,  either  a«  transient  Uavelers  or  otherwise. 
8  excellency  fuither  observes,  that  if  there  existe<l  any  similar  and 
3(1  necessity  for  investing  the  governor  with  extraordinary  jmwers 
Canada,  the  legislature  woiUd  not  hesititte  to  give  them;  but  that, 
esent,  from  the  best  information  which  he  can  pi'ocure,  he  has  rea- 
0  think  that  no  such  powers  are  re<iuired  in  Halifax, 
lave  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
ient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLEY. 
m.  Welliam  H.  Seward,  cf^c,  ctr.,  d'c. 


Mr.  Daly  to  Mr.  Jackson. 

Government  House, 
Halifax^  N.  JS.j  February  18,  1865. 

i:  The  lieutenant  governor,  Sii*  li.  G.  Macdonnell,  has  this  day 
red  a  letter  from  the  British  charge  d'afl'aircs  at  Washington,  trans- 
ttg  a  copy  of  a  telegram  sent  by  you  on  the  7th  instant  to  Mr. 
rd,  representing  that  another  raid  into  the  United  States  from 
(la  is  in  contemplation. 

» excellency  instructs  me  to  remind  you  that  on  the  2d  of  January 
lad  interview  with  him  in  reference  to  the  existence  of  a  supjwsed 
iracy  here  by  parties  contemplating  a  raid  into  the  United  States 
Canada,  which  you  had  similarly  repi*esented  to  Mr.  Seward,  who 
diately  transmitted,  through  the  English  embassy,  a  copy  of  that 
luiication  to  his  excellency. 

d  lieutenant  governor  informed  you  on  that  occasion  of  his  earnest 

^  to  aanist  by  all  means  in  his  power  to  prevent  this  province  being 

a  center  for  intrigues  against  a  neighboring  and  friendly  state. 

nderstood,  therefore,  that  you  would  not  fiiil  to  commimicate  with 
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him  on  receipt  of  any  reliable  infornifition  connected  with  illegal  aswv 
ciations  in  Um  province,  intended  to  disturb  the  pence  or  assail  the 
property  of  the  neighboring  States. 

His  excellency,  therefore,  desires  me  to  suggest,  that  there  is  some- 
thing incongruous  and  inconvenient  in  his  continuing  to  receive  from 
Washington  information  which,  if  it  concerns  any  persons  in  this  pro* 
vince,  might  obviously  be  more  usefully  communicated  in  tlie  first 
instance  to  this  government,  than  by  a  circuitous  route,  and  a  delay  of 
nearly  a  fortnight.  In  all  such  matters  promptitude  of  action  is  the 
thing  most  needed. 

The  lieutenant  governor  would,  therefore,  feel  obliged  by  your  taking 
an  early  opportunity  of  waiting  on  liim,  and  fully  exi)laining  the  natme 
of  the  proceedings  contemplated  by  parties  hostile  to  the  United  Stat«8; 
that  he  will  endeavor  to  counteract  such  plots  on  British  ground,  so  &r 
as  any  action  for  that  purpose  can  be  taken  by  this  government. 
I  have,  &c., 

M.  BOWES  DALY. 
Private  Secretm^. 

U.  S.  Consul  Jackson,  cfcc,  cfcc,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  129C.J  Department  of  State, 

^  Washingtofij  March  10, 1865. 

Sir:  Your  two  dispatehes  of  February  23,  Nos.  883  and  S^^  Lave 
been  received.  Both  relate  to  one  general  subject,  and  I  shall  there- 
fore consider  them  together.  That  subject  is  an  apprehension  which 
prevails  in  British  political  circles  that  the  close  of  our  civil  strife  will 
be  improved  by  this  goverumeut  to  inaugurate  a  war  with  Gi*eat  Bri- 
tain, in  which  war  Canada  will  be  the  objective  point.  The  restrictive 
policy  in  regaj'd  to  Canada  which  we  were  compelled  to  adopt,  to  coiin- 
texiict  aggressions  from  British  provinces  and  ports,  seems  to  be  regarded 
as  a  fresh  proof  of  the  inimical  purpose  referred  to,  while  a  supiwsed 
general  unfriendliness  on  my  own  part  is  assumed  in  justification  of  the 

suspicion. 

*  #  •  *  #  #  # 

In  an  interview  with  Mr.  Burnley  yesterday,  invited  by  myself,  I 
authorized  him  to  inform  Earl  Russell  tliat,  in  my  judgment,  even  hid 
there  been  no  disturbance  of  our  friendly  relations  with  Canada  or 
Great  Britain,  the  late  reciprocity  treaty  could  not  have  been  continued 
beyond  its  appointed  term,  without  being  modified  so  essentially  as  to 
require  a  thorough  revision  of  the  compact,  and  that  such  a  re\i8ion 
would  necessarily  involve  a  submission  of  the  whole  subject  to  not  only 
the  Senate,  but  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  1  observed  far- 
ther to  Mr.  Burnley  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  l>e  utterly  luiavailing 
to  attempt  to  negotiate  with  Great  Britain  a  treaty  of  reciprocal  tra(l6 
between  tlu*.  United  States  aiul  Canada,  while  this'  civil  war  continues? 
with  Great  Britain  in  her  ])resent  attitude,  reeognizing  the  insurgents 
as  a  belligerent,  and  thus  derogating  the  United  States  from  tieir 
accustomed  sovereignty'  over  all  the  territory  and  all  the  citizens  of  the 
republic.  I  gave  my  reasons  for  this,  namely,  that  the  present  condi- 
tion of  things  has  i)roved  destructive  of  our  national  commerce  aodsnh- 
versive  of  Mendship  between  our  people  and  those  of  Great  Britain* 
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r/hrther  stated  to  Mr.  Burnley  that  there  seems  good  reason  to  believe 
^hat  this  civil  war  has  already  couie,  or  is  about  coming  to  such  a  crisis 
bat  we  may  look  for  an  early  recognition  of  our  full  national  authority 
>j  Great  Britain,  and  that  when  that  change  shall  take  place,  this  gov- 
rnment  will  cheerfully  enter  into  negotiations,  with  a  view  to  ascertain 
rhether  a  jnst,  fair,  and  eiiual  reciprocity  in  trade  can  be  established 
«tween  the  United  States  and  Canada.  Of  course,  in  this  matter  I  am 
lot  to  be  understood  as  assuming  to  speak  for  the  Senate  or  for  Con- 
;ress. 

You  will  see  that  in  this  proceeding  I  anticipated  an  important  sug- 
;:e8tion  of  Earl  Russell,  communicated  in  your  disi)atch  now  before  me, 
jrhich  suggestion  is  accepted  as  having  been  made  in  the  interest  of 
peace  and  friendship.    Perhaps  it  is  not  improiH»r  to  add,  that  in  no 
case  does  this  government  contemplate  war  against  Great  Britain, 
whether  for  Canada,  or  any  other  obje(!t.    So  far  are  we  from  seeking 
either  an  oceasion  or  a  cause,  or  a  tlieater  of  war  witli  Great  Britain, 
ve  are  earnestly  desiring  i>eace,  friendship,  and  communion  with  that 
great  nation.     But,  on  the  other  hand,  I  repeat,  and  must  continue  to 
insist,  that  the  United  States  cannot  consent  to  endure  indefinitely  the 
injuries  resulting,  directly  and  indirectly,  from  the  i)resent  i)olicy  of 
Great  Britain  in  regard  to  the  existing  insuiTCction.    They  cannot  con- 
sent to  remain  derogated  as  a  naval  i)ower  to  a  level  with  a  local  slavery- 
upholding  rebellion,  destitute  of  ports,  courts,  and  ships  of  war.    Nev- 
ertheless, our  policy  is  directed  to  the  redress  of  this  wrong  by  lawful 
and  In  i)eaceful  means;  and  it  will  be  persisted  in,  in  the  same  manner, 
until  other  powers  shall  concede  to  tlu*  United  States  tli(»  position  they 
held,  with  the.  free  consent  of  all  nations,  befme  the  insurrection  began. 
I  am,  sir,  yoiu*  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dc,  d-c,  cCt. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr,  SeirariL 

Washington,  March  II,  1805. 

Sir  :  I  communicated  to  the  governor  general  of  ( -anada  a  copy  of 
your  note  of  the  23d  of  February,  relative  to  alleged  plans  of  j)ersons 
residing  in  Canada  for  making  hostile  incursions  into  the  United  States, 
Mid  I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  a  coi)y  of  his  excellency's  reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  dr.,  etc.,  do. 


Viscount  Monck  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

GoVERN>iENT  HOUSE,  Qiichec,  March  4,  1865. 

Sir:  Ihave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of 
the2oth  February,  covering  copies  of  a  note  and  \nclosuves  from  the  Sc^c- 
'^Ury  of  State  of  the  United  States  respecting  tlie  alleged  formation  by 
Penons  residiug  in  Canada  of  plans  for  making  hostile  incuisious  into 
the  United  States.    I  beg  that  you  will  inform  the  government  of  the 
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United  States  that  I  shall  continue  to  use  every  exertion  to  prevent  tbi 
execution  of  such  projects. 
I  have,  &c., 

MONCK 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  ct-c,  cCc,  d;c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  3fr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Wmhingtonj  March  14, 18C5. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowletliLce  the  receipt  of  jour  note  of  the 
9th  of  March,  with  its  accoinpaniment,  namely,  a  copy  of  a  letter 
addressed  to  you  on  the  18th  of  February  last  by  the  private  secretary 
of  his  excellency  the  governor  of  the  [)rovince  of  Nova  Scotia. 

A  word  of  explanation  will  clear  up  the  difficulty  to  which  the  gover- 
nor refers.  Our  consuls  in  the  provinces  have  no  political  functions. 
A  proi)er  deference  to  the  authority  of  the  imperial  government  forbicta 
any  direct  correspondence  between  even  this  government  and  the  local 
authorities  in  the  provinces,  much  more  does  it  prohibit  voluntary  cor- 
respondence between  our  consuls  and  those  authorities.  Hence  the  cir- 
cuitousness  of  our  habitual  mode  of  communication.  The  consul  at  H^- 
fax  addresses  the  department,  I  address  you,  and  you,  under  the  leave 
of  your  home  government,  communicate  with  the  governor  of  Nov* 
Scotia  at  Halifax.  It  is,  however,  ccmipetent  for  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment to  assent  to  modification  of  the  [)revailing  forms  uniter  special  cir- 
cumatances,  and  I  clearly  see  that  these  circumstances  now  exist  in 
regard  to  the  designs  and  operations  of  disloyal  citizens  and  their  abet- 
tors to  imperil  the  peace  of  the  two  nations.  I  shall  therefore,  in  com- 
pliance with  your  expressed  wish,  instruct  the  consul  at  Halifax  tbat, 
for  the  present,  he  will  in  all  cases  promptly  and  frankly  nmke  known 
to  the  governor  general  whatever  h(^  amy  learn  that  shall  be  important 
to  be  known  by  him  in  preventing  hostile  proceedings  in  the  province  of 
Nova  Scotia  against  the  United  States. 

I  refer  briefly  to  another  subject  mentioned  by  the  governor.  He 
thinks  that  Nova  Scotia  is  in  a  dillerent  case  from  Canada  with 
reference  to  the  United  States,  and,  therefore,  that  there  is  no  need  in 
the  former  province  for  such  legislative  action,  with  a  view  to  the  main- 
tenance of  neutrality,  as  has  been  so  promptly  and  honorably  taken  in  lie 
province  of  Canada.  It  is  true  that  hostile  raids,  like  that  of  St.  Albans, 
have  not  been  and  are  not  likely  to  be  made  into  our  (country  from  Nova 
Scotia.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  Halifax  has  been  for  more  than 
one  year,  ami  yet  is,  a  naval  station  for  vessels  which,  nmning  the 
Wockade,  furnish  supplies  and  munitions  of  war  to  our  enemy,  and  it 
has  been  made  a  rendezvous  for  those  piratical  cruisers  which  come  out 
from  Liverpool  and  Glasgow  to  destroy  our  (^ommerc^  on  the  high  seas, 
and  even  to  carry  war  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States.  Halifax  «• 
postal  and  dispatch  station  in  the  corresi)ondenc<^  between  the  rebels  at 
Kichmond  and  their  emissaries  in  Euroi)e.  Halifax  merchants  are  known 
to  have  surreptitiously  imported  provisions,  arms,  and  ammunition  from 
our  seaports,  and  then  transshipped  them  to  the  rebels.  The  governor  of 
Nova  Scotia  has  been  neutral,  just,  and  friendly  ;  so  were  the  judges  (rf 
the  proWnce  who  presided  on  the  trial  of  the  Chesapeake.  But  tlienit 
is  understood  that,  on  the  other  hand,  merftiant  shippers  of  Ha]i£Ba.airf 
many  of  the  people  of  Halifax,  are  willing  agents  and  abettors  oi  tlM 
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miesof  the  United  States,  and  their  hostility  has  i)roved  not  merely 
mme  hut  deeply  injnrions.  When  Nova  Scotia  cease**  to  abet  our 
niies,  she  will  tind  that  we  cherish  no  memory  of  her  past  injuries. 
:,  on  the  other  hand,  merchants  of  the  United  St^Ues  must  be  allowed 
navigate  the  seas  in  security,  and  om*  citizens  at  home  must  l>e 
wwl  to  pursue  their  avocations  without  int(»rference  from  the  port  of 
ifax,  before  this  government  can  be  reasonably  exi)ected  to  favor 
le  and  intercourse  with  the  province*  of  Nova  Scotia. 
Iiliave  the  honor  to  be  vour  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  U.  SEWARD. 
.  UiTME  BmNLEY,  Esq.,  d'c.j  dr.,  c£r. 


J/r.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

908.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  March  24,  1865. 

[R:  There  was  no  bag  received  by  the  China,  so  that  the  legation  is 
irnit  fiurther  advices  this  jweek. 

have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  Times  of  this  morning,  con- 
ing a  report  of  the  proceedings  in  lH)th  houses  of  Parliament  hist 
ling.  I  would  call  your  attention  more  particularlj'  to  the  remarks 
jOTiX  Kussell  in  the  upjier  house,  and  to  the  debate  on  the  estimates 
Janada  in  the  Commons.  You  will  Ih>  glad  to  i)erccive  how  much 
tone  toward  the  United  States  is  changed.  The  alarmist  i)oIicy, 
(led  to  in  preceding  dispatches,  seems  to  i)e  at  last  aban(h)ned,  and 
eu  of  it  come  earnest  professions  of  a  b(*lief  that  the  friendly  rela- 
K  between  the  two  countries  are  tirinlv  established, 
is  not  necessiiry  at  this  time  to  analvze  verv  closelv  the  elements 
I  which  this  new  faith  is  compounded.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
disco ver>' of  the  hulefensible  position  of  Canada  had  its  date  so  huig 
as  the  happening  of  the  Trent  ati'air,  and  that  it  had  materially  con- 
utwl  to  cool  the  ardor  with  which  that  rpiesticm  was  entered  into 
[  l)efore  it  re<:eived  its  solution  by  the  4leliv(n\v  of  the  captives.  At 
time,  however,  all  reference  to  it  was  can»fully  sui)presse(l ;  and  so 
ould  have  remained  but  for  the  reluctance  of  this  government  to 
()t,in  season,  the  necessary  measures  to  i>revent  the  oj)erations  of  the 
}\  emissaries  sent  to  that  region  for  the  i)urpos(»  of  perpetrating  out- 
?8  hke  the  St.  Albans  raid.  The  result  has  hvvn  a  necessity  to  go  to 
liament  with  a  dis(*losure  of  the  truth.  The  discussion  is  not,  on  the 
>le,  of  a  kind  likely  to  gratify  the  pride  of  the  liritish  peoi)le.  The 
stands  boldly  out,  that  the  continuanc(»  of  the  bond  witii  Canada 
ends  upon  the  good-will  of  the  United  Stat(\»<.  It  wouhl  have  been 
?rto  have  thought  of  this  before  the  ill-will  of  the  governing  class 
be<Mi  perniitt4Hl  to  betray  itself  so  indiscrec^tly  in  the  dark  himrs  of 
civil  struggle.  The  result  is,  that  no  further  apprehension  uchmI  be 
by  U8  of  any  aggressive  policy  on  this  side  of  tlie  water.  Even  the 
!of  the  London  Times  marks  the  completeness  of  this  revolution  of 
lion.  The  coui-sc*  taken  in  England  is  evidently  the  guide  to  that 
pt«d  by  France,  and  all  the  other  powers  of  Europe  will  follow  suit. 
i  President  may  fairly  congratulate  himself  upon  the  fact  that,  so  far 
heir  action  is  concerned,  he  has  carried  the  country  through  without 
008  embarrassment  from  etmiplications  with  tffe  powers  in  this  hem- 

it  the  same  time  it  should  not  be  overlooked  that  the  prodigious  de- 
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velopment  of  physical  power  during  this  war  is  viewed  with  no  inow 
siderable  share  of  alariD.  To  quiet  this  will  call  for  the  exercise  of  pn- 
dence  and  luoderatiou  in  tone,  not  less  than  iu  action,  for  some  time  to 
come — ^indeed,  until  the  period  when  our  domestic  affairs  shall  baT« 
resumed  the  even  tenor  of  their  peaceful  way,  and  the  nations  shall  be* 
come  convinced  that  we  fight  only  when  we  are  obliged  by  others  ti 
do  so. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAltLES  FKANCIS  AI>AM8.     ] 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  debate  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appendix,  No.  11.]    ' 
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Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

Washington,  April  3, 1865. 

]\Iy  Dear  Sir  :  Viscount  Mouck  informs  me  by  telegraph  that  the 
Canadian  courts  had  decided  that  the  St.  Albans  raiders  could  not  be 
suri'ondered,  and  they  were  consequently  discharged. 

It  appears,  however,  that  the  governor  general  directed  their  imm^ 
diate  rearrest  on  a  charge  of  violating  tlie  Queen's  neutrality. 
Believe  me  to  remain,  my  dear  sii*,  yours,  very  faithfidlv, 

J.  UUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  William  II.  Seward,  etc.,  etc.,  dec. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

Washington,  April  7, 1865. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  note  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  addreM 
to  me  on  the  14th  of  March,  relative  to  the  position  of  the  United  States 
consul  at  Halifax,  in  which  you  advert  to  the  alleged  support  given  t» 
the  so-called  confederate  cruisers  by  the  inhabitants  of  Nova  "Scotia,! 
have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  coi)y  of  a  dispatch  which  I  have  i*eceived 
from  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  befiring  on  the  subject 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  inoflfc 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  etc.,  d-c,  etc. 


Lieutenant  Governor  Maedonnald  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Government  House,  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia, 

March  29, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  yours  of  the  16tk 
March,  cx)vering  a  conimunieation  from  Mr.  Seward,  of  the  14th  instaaly' 
ad<lressed  to  you  on  the  i)()siti()n  of  tli(»  United  Statess  consul  at  Halifluu 

Whatever  ]>e  the  us^ge  of  the  United  States  government,  I  was  w* 
aware  that  any  practice  existing  here,  or  in  any  other  colony,  precluded 
consuls  of  foreign  powers  from  communicating  through  the  provincial  see* 
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?tar5"  with  lu*r  Majesty's  ivprescaitative.  On  the  contrary,  it  has  always 
eeB  siipiMxsed  that  a  ]>rin('ipal  object  in  stationing  consuls  in  Ibrcipi 
)8ses8ions  was  to  facilitate  and  insure  speedy  and  (»orreet  means  of 
imujunicatiou,  in  the  al)sence  of  any  higher  diplomatic  ollieer,  between 
le  lot*al  authorities  and  consular  «*presentatives  of  foreign  powers  in 
atters  wlierei^  tlie  latter  mi;^lit  be  lovaUy  interested. 
I  aui  gratified  to  learn  that  Mr.  Seward  recoj^nizes  the  just  neutrality 
hich  I  luive  hitherto  maintained,  but  n^^ret  his  observations  on  the 
mtluct  of  the  people  of  this  ju-ovinre  and  the  citizens  of  Halifax.  I 
uniot  supi)ose  Mr.  Seward  s<»riously  to  su;;:j»est  that  this  ^overinnent 
m  prevent  its  post  othces  bein^  used  tor  the  transmission  of  hitters 
xmi  liirhmond  or  any  other  i)lace,  any  more  than  I  can  suppose  that 
eexiM.*cts  the  executive  here  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  neutral  cit- 
Ei»ns  to  clear  from  the  i>ort  of  JIalifax  with  such  cargoes  as  they  may 
hink  most  prolitable.  Their  ri^^ht  to  do  so  was  alhrmed  by  th(»  jrieatest 
e«a]  authorities  in  the  I7nite<l  States,  and  does  not  override  the  ri^^fht 
>f  UnitfHl  States  cruisers  to  seize  them  if  attempting  to  break  a  legit i- 
nate  hloc'kade. 

If  on  ivconsideratitm  by  the  great  powers  of  such  conflicting  rights 
my  alteration  in  existing  international  usages  b(»  agieed  to,  ami  I  be 
iistmcte<l  accordingly,  Mr.  Seward  may  rely  on  my  giving  a  h(»arty  and 
X)m]>lete  ett'ect  thereto.  In  th<Mnean  time  I  can  assure  Mr.  Seward  that 
Halifax  is  not  a  rendezvcms  for  '*  piratical  cruisers^  engage<l  in  d(»stroy- 
ing  the  commence  of  the  (Tnited  States  on  the  high  seas,  and  no  othcer 
of  the  Queen  has  any  symi)athy  with  pirates,  or  could  retain  his  oflice  a 
ilay  if  he  countenanced  them.  Mr.  Seward  cannot  l)ut  know  that  this 
govHuinrnt  must  deal  with  belligerent  cruisers  of  the  southern  States  as 
th^'V  ;ip»  dealt  witli  by  his  own  government — that  is,  as  being  completely 
proteried  from  treatment  as  pirates  by  the  commissions  of  their  com- 
manders, in  the  same  way  as  southern  generals  and  ofliccn's  wn\  for  the 
«ainc  reas^ui,  treated  by  Mr.  Seward's  government — not  as  banditti,  but 
asK'uular  coud)atauts. 

It  is  very  unfortunate,  therei\)re,  that  i)rejudi(!es  arising  from  imper- 
fcrt  information  should  en(?ourage  the  adoption  of  measures  by  the 
Unitctl  States  government  unfavorable  to  the  trade*  and  intercourse  of 
Suva  Scotia  with  a  kindred  race  whose  (^nteri>rise  and  connnercial  sjiirit, 
BolesHthan  their  geographical  i^osition,  constitute  them  our  most  nat- 
BWl  friemls  and  most  valuable  ncMghbors.  1  regret  it  the  more,  as  no 
action  of  this  gov(Tnment  can  possibly  chang<»  the  unqu(»stioned  neutral 
right  which  international  usag<^  has  established. 

It  is  clear,  however,  that  Mr.  Seward  is  not  well  infonned  as  to  the 
C'^neral  feeling  here;  and  it  is  wholly  inconsist<*nt  with  fact  that,  except 
fofatra<le,  legitimate  according  to  the  practice  of  Tnited  States  citizens 
^ndtlie  decisions  of  their  irourts,  this  port  is  resorted  to  by  any  symi>a- 
ttizers  with  the  Confederate  States,  or  that  the  latter  procuie  here  either 
*JTiisor  other  munitions  of  war. 

Ifl  had  been  clothed  twice  over  with  all  tin*  extraordinary  powers 
^^vutly  given  to  the  governor  general,  which  Mr.  Seward  so  highly 
*Ppmves,  r  am  not  aware  of  a  single  case,  since  my  arrival  here  last 
•une,  in  which  it  would  have  l)een  my  duty  to  exert  them. 

My  only  rea^sou  for  adverting  to  thcs«»  subjects  is,  that  Mr.  Seward 
?Ppareiitiy  assumes  in  his  comnnuiication  to  you  that  this  government 
^ware  of  much  hostility  to  the  United  States  existing  here,  and  of 
^«ct  aid  frequently  given  to  enemies  of  the  LIrflteil  States  by  Nova 
^fcotiang.  1  am,  therefore,  unwilling  to  api)ear  by  my  sih^ice  to  ailmit 
^correctness  of  such  views.    On  the  contrary,  I  feel  assured  that  Mr. 

9  A  G— -YOL.  n 
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Seward  will  rejoice  at  finding  reasonable  grounds  for  modifying opinioni 
prejiidicdal  to  the  common  interests  both  of  the  United  States  and  Uiu 
provinee. 

I  have,  &c., 

E.  G.  MACDOXNELL 
J.  HiT^iE  Burnley,  Esq.,  d-c.j  dc,  rf-c. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  Karemher  3, 1865. 

Sir  :  The  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  has  been  can© 
recently  to  the  construction  of  several  vessels  prepared  for  the  receptioi 
of  .1  [)owerful  armament,  which  are  reported  to  be  destined  for  servic 
on  the  North  American  Lakes. 

In  view  of  the  convention  which  exists  between  the  United  States  an* 
Great  I5ritain  determining  the  armed  force  to  be  emph)yed  by  tliepai 
ti(\s  to  it  on  the  lakes,  I  am  instructed  to  bring  the  subject  under  yoo 
notice,  and  to  request  ycm  to  be*  good  enongh  to  fiu'nish  me  with  th 
explanations  which  it  seems  to  require. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  w  ith  the  Jiighest  consideration,  sir,  your  mofi 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  ^YILLIA3I  H.  Seward,  cjCt.,  c£t.,  dc 


Mr.  Seivard  to  Sir  F.  Brtice. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  Xovember  4,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yes 
terday,  in  w'hich  you  inform  me  that  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  gov 
ernment  has  been  called  recently  to  tlu»  construction  of  several  vessel 
prepared  for  the  reception  of  a  ]>owerful  armament,  which  are  reported 
to  be  d(\stined  for  service  on  the  North  American  lakes,  and  that,  in  viei 
of  the  convention  which  exists  between  the  United  States  and  Gre«l 
Britain  determining  the  armed  force  to  be  employed  by  the  pa'rties  to  il 
on  the  lakes,  you  are  instructed  to  bring  the  subject  under  my  notice 
and  to  request  explanations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  any  vessels  of  the  char 
acter  referred  to  which  nmy  be  in  course  of  construction  by  the  United 
States  are  intended  exclusively  ibr  revenue  purposes,  and.  that  theh 
armament,  if  any,  will  not  be  allowed  to  exceed  the  limit  stipulated  ii 
the  conventional  arrangements. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obc 
dient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  cCt.,  dr.,  d'c. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  July  13, 186ft 

Sir  :  I  have  duly  reported  to  her  Majesty's  government  the  distort 
ances  that  lately  took  place  on  the  frontiers  of  New  Brunswick  and  C« 
ada,and  the  measures  taken  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  1 
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jwerent  these  expeditious  of  armed  men,  in  breach  of  the  neutrality 
fairs,  from  being  canied  into  effect.  , 

lam  directed  by  her  Majesty's  government,  in  reply,  to  state  tliat  for 
aome  montlis  pa,st  they  have  observed  with  regiet,  though  without 
alarm,  the  organization  of  the  Fenians  in  the  United  States;  but  they 
have  iuvariabl^bstained  from  nmking  any  official  representation  to  the 
cabinet  at  Washington,  because  they  felt  that  they  had  no  right,  as 
indeiHl  they  had  no  desire,  to  interfere  with  the  administration  of  the 
law  in  the  United  States.  They  had,  moreover,  a  pert'e(;t  conviction 
that  if  ever  the  time  came  for  the  fultilhnent  by  the  United  States  of  the 
obligations  which  international  law  imposc^s  upon  friendly  and  allied 
goveniments,  that  government  would  take*  all  the  measun^s  which  those 
obligations  and  regard  for  its  own  honor  might  call  upon  it  to  perform. 

Her  Majesty's  government  n^Joice  to  lind  that  this  conftdence  lias  been 
folly  justified  by  the  result,  and  that  the  government  of  the   United 
States  acted,  when  the  moment  for  acting  came,  with  a  vigor,  a  prompt- 
•iiess,  and  a  sincerity  which  call  forth  the  warmest  acknowledgments. 

I  am,  in  conseijuence,  instructed  to  exi)ress  to  the  government  of  the 
Uiiit<^(l  States  the  thanks  of  her  Miijesty  and  of  her  Majesty's  govem- 
meutfur  the  friendly  and  energetic  assistance  which  they  have  afforded 
in  defeating  the  attempts  to  disturbHhe  peace  of  her  Miijesty\s  posses- 
«ion.s  iu  Korth  America. 

lliave  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedieut,  humble  servant, 

FKEDERICK.  W.  A.  BEUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  d;e.,  d;e.,  cCc. 


CASE  OF  THE  VESUVIUS. 

Mr,  Setcard  to  Mr.  Adams, 

Kg.  402.]  Department  of  State, 

Washbujton^  January  30,  18()3. 

8m:  1  transmit  a  communication  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
to  this  department,  which  shows  that  the  insurgents  in  this  country 
have  instnicted  James  Spence,  a  confederate  of  their  own,  who  is  a 
British  subject  residing  at  Liverpool,  to  ett'ect,  if  he  can,  an  arrangement 
l>y  which  gold  which  they  have  collected  and  are  preparing  to  use  in 
Great  Britain  to  buy  and  fit  out  their  ships  of  war  to  be  used  against 
the  j^ovemment  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  conveyed  from  ports 
winch  jire  in  the  possession  of  the  insurgents,  but  are  blockaded  by  the 
pnitiHl  States  naval  forces,  to  their  agents  and  (confederates  in  Europe, 
in  the  British  vessels  which  are  permitted  to  enter  those  i)orts  in  virtue 
of  the  treaties  existing  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 
,  So  much  care  has  hitherto  been  practiced  by  the  British  authorities 
in  regard  to  the  proceedings  of  such  vessels,  that  the  discovery  of  the 
^ign  of  the  insurgents,  to  which  I  have  alluded,  would  have  excited 
no  apprehension  on  the  part  of  this  government,  had  there  not  appeared 
fwne  ground  to  believe  that  one  British  ship  of  war,  as  well  as  one  Span- 
ish vessel  of  the  same  kind,  has  already  been  engnged  in  canying  gold 
of  tiie  insnrgents  from  such  ports  to  such  insurgents.  This  ground,  so 
&r  as  the  British  man-of-war  is  concerned,  is  found  in  a  statement  of  a 
B6wq)8q[)er  published  at  the  Bahamas,  a  copy  of  which  is  appended  to 


132  ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY.  • 

the  (iomiimnicjitioii  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Na\^,  It  is  sincerely  be- 
lieved by  this  ^overiiment  that  the  statement  of  the  Bahama  i>aperu 
eiToneo^is  and  untrue.  The  gravity  of  the  matter,  however,  rec|iiira 
that  you  shall  bring  the  subject  as  early  as  possible  to  the  atteutioiiirf 
Earl  Eussell,  and  ask  for  such  investigation  and  such  instnictioustothc 
nav.al  officers  of  Great  Britain  as  the  occasion  seems  to  require.  It  fa 
hardly  necessary  to  say  that,  in  the  opinion  of  this  government,  the 
plan  of  the  insurgents  could  not  be  carried  out  except  by  practictt 
which  would  be  a  fraud  agauist  the  treaties  which  secure  admission  d 
British  vessels  into  ports  of  the  United  States,  such  as  the  British  gov- 
ernment  would  be  the  last  to  lend  its  sanction  to,  or  even  its  toleratiwL 
I  am,  sir,  yoiu*  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEW^VBD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cC-c,  d-c. 

flndosures  will  be  found  with  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Sew- 
ard, Ko.  328,  February  19, 18G3,  jyost] 


Mr.  Adams  i»  Mr.  Seward. 

1^0.  328.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lottdon^  February  10,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  obedienc^^  to  the  instructions  contained  in  your  dispatch  (Xa 
402)  of  the  30th  January,  I  have  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Russell  <» 
the  alleged  proceeding-  of  the  Vesuvius  steamer,  a  copy  of  which  is  here- 
with transmitted.  You  will  perceive  that  I  allude  in  it  to  a  remaitol 
Lord  Russell's,  in  his  last  conversation  with  me,  which  indicated  ai 
earnest  desire  to  avoid  anv  complications  like  that  which  is  said  to  have 
happened.  Yet,  in  view  cf  the  known  proclivities  of  most  of  the  naval 
officers  in  the  British  ser\ice,  both  here  and  at  sea,  I  am  not  surprised 
by  any  action  which  may  be  imputed  to  them.  It  was,  probably,  with 
a  view  of  gunrding  against  this  that  Lord  Lyons  acted  in  the  way  indi- 
cated, and  evidently  approved  by  his  lordship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adamn  to  Lord  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  February  19,  18(53. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  lordship's  consider* 
tion  the  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  the  head  of  the  Navy  Department 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Washington,  touching  an  averment,  in* 
Bahama  newspapc^r,  of  the  action  ol*  the  commander  of  her  Majesty's: 
steamer  Vesuvius  in  transporting  a  large  sum  of  money,  belonging  tc 
the  insurgents,  in  his  vessel.  I  am  instructed  to  express  the  l>elief  tha^ 
the  statement  is  erroneous  and  luitrue*  But,  inasmuch  as  informatiol 
has  reached  me  from  London  that  precisely  the  amount  of  money  named 
did  arrive  at  that  port  on  or  aboift  the  time  specifie<l,  and  as  the  possibilitij 
of  such  a  proceeding  involves  cpiestions  of  the  gravest  importance  in  into* 
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donal  comity,  I  bave  beoii  dirc'cted  to  cfiU  the  attention  of  your  lord- 
ip  to  tbe  expediency  of  makin^^  such  investigations  and  giVinj?  such 
;tmction8  to  her  Majesty's  naval  officers  as  tlie  occasion  would  seem 
require.  At  the  same  time  that  1  make  this  communication  at  the 
sh  of  my  government,  it  is  no  more  than  justly  due  to  your  lordsliip 
at  I  sliould  not  fail  to  remember  the  fact  that,  in  the  last  conversation 
lich  I  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  you,  I  unclerstood  you  to  say  that 
ilers  had  already  been  given  through  the  nuMlium  of  Lord  Ly<>iis,  at 
aahington,  intended  to  anticipate  the  i)ossibility  of  any  practices  of 
je  kind  whatever  in  her  Majesty's  ships. 
'  Kenewing,  &c.,  &c., 

CTIAULES  FR^VNCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  etc.,  dr,,  d:c. 


Mr.  Welles  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

Navy  Depaktment,  January  29,  1863. 

Sir  :  T  had  the  honor  recently  to  place  in  your  hands  a  duplicate  let- 
er  (intercepted  by  our  blo<*kading  vessels)  from  C.  (1.  Memminger,  who 
s  acting  as  secretiiry  of  the  treasury  for  the  insurgent  organization  that 
s  making  war  upon  the  government,  addresscKl  to  James  Spence,  esq., 
>f  Liveri)ool,  who  is  acting  as  the  financial  agent  of  the  rebels  in  Eng- 
aod.  Tliis  letter  indicates  a  scheme  by  which  the  rebels  proi)OS(^  that 
he  British  goveniment  should  avail  its(»lf  of  a  courtesy  extended  to 
^li^h  naval  vessels  to  enter  the  blockaded  poits,  and  p(»rmit  tin*  pub- 
ic ships  of  that  country  to  be  used  jis  a  means  of  assisting  the  insur- 
lentsand  evading  the  bl(K*kade,  by  canying  specie  in  iK)ssession  of  the 
lunrgent  authorities  and  claimed  to  be  owned  by  them  abroad.  With- 
ntsouie  fraud  of  this  kind  the  specie*  cannot  be  exported. 

1  have  not  siipi>osed  that  the  English  government  or  English  naval 
ressels  would  consent  to  be  parties  to  this  arrangement.  It  is  my  duty, 
Jowever,  to  invite  your  attention  to  a  paragra])h  which  I  find  in  the 
[Wipers,  stating  that  a  British  man-of-war  has  recently  taken  a  million 
indhalf  of  dollars  in  specie  from  Mobile  to  Europe. 

The  circ*umstances  are  such,  taken  in  connection  with  tin*  letter  of  the 
insnrjrent  secretary,  that  it  seems  to  mc*  ])roper  that  the  attention  of  the 
British  government  slnmld  l>e  called  to  the  subjcM't,  and  I  herewith  sub- 
niita  fopy  of  tbe  letter  of  the  so-called  secretary  to  the  rel)el  agent 
8i)em'f,  and  also  the  paragi-aj)!!  which  indicates  that  the  ]>r()i)osed  ar- 
fanuenient  is  being  earned  into  effe<*t  l>y  the  naval  vessels  of  Cireat 
Britain. 

1  am,  resi)ectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Xary. 

Hon.  WiLLLAJn  n.  Sewakd, 

tkcreiary  of  State. 


Mr.  Memminger  to  Mr.  S2)ence. 

Confederate  States  of  A:MERirA, 
Treasury  Department.,  Richmond^  October  21, 1862. 

8lE:  As  you  have  been  appointed  tinancial  agent  for  the  Confederate 
States,  and  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  are  its  depositaries  under 


134  ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY, 

om*  law,  I  desire  that  you  would  confer  together  on  the  matter  submil 
ted  by  this  letter. 

I  have  on  hand  gold  and  silver  coin  (chiefly  the  former)  two  and  a 
half  millions  of  which  I  desire  to  apply  in  payment  of  articles  purehiwed 
in  England  by  our  agents  for  the  use  of  the  confederate  government 
We  find  it  impossible  to  purchase  a  suflicient  amount  of  exchange  for 
these  piu-poses,  and  the  small  amount  to  be  had  is  at  such  high  rates 
that  it  would  be  desirable  to  fiuniish  a  substitute. 

I  propose,  therefore,  to  make  payment  for  purchase  by  a  transfer  t« 
the  creditor  of  so  nuich  of  this  coin  as  may  be  requisite,  I  presume 
that  when  the  coin  thus  becomes  botia  fide  the  property  of  a  Britidi 
subject,  that  the  British  government  would,  at  his  instance,  permit  anj 
of  its  vessels  to  bring  over  the  same  for  him.  If  this  expectation  be 
realized,  the  coin  here  would  l)e  as  valuable  as  exchange,  and  in  Eng- 
land would  probably  realize  its  mint  \alne,  less  freight  and  insurance. 

To  enable  you  to  carry  out  any  arrangement  you  may  deem  advisable, 
Messrs.  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  mv.  authorized  to  make  an  absolute 
transfer  of  the  coin,  or  to  draw  bills  for  the  same  on  E.  C.  Elmort*,  esq., 
treasurer,  payable  here,  and  a  copy  of  this  letter  is  sent  to  each  of  you, 
that  you  may  act  in  concert,  ami  give  us  the  benefit  of  your  united 
counsel. 

I  am  remitting,  by  opportunities  a«  they  occur,  the  bonds  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  the  proceeds  of  which,  when  sold,  are  intended  to  be 
applied  to  the  contracts  of  which  you  have  been  advised. 
Respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  G.  MEMMINGER, 

ISecretai-y  of  Treasury. 

James  Spence,  Esq., 

Liverpool^  Great  Britmn. 


9 

•    [From  tlie  Daily  Morning  Clironicle,  Wasliiugton,  January  29,  1863.] 

The  Bahama  Herald  of  17th  states  the  British  man-of-war  Ve^uvios 
recently  took  $1,500,000  in  specie  from  Mobile,  for  Europe. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

No.  338.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LondoHj  February  27, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  now  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  me  by  Lord  Bus- 
sell,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  10th  instant,  a  copy  of  which  was  for- 
warded last  week  with  my  dispatch  (No.  328)  of  the  same  date,    l^^ 
lieve  this  is  the  first  instance  of  a  (^ensure  by  the  government  here  oi 
any  act  done  by  its  subordinates  during  the  present  struggle.    luth*' 
mean  time,  however,  the  Gladiator  is  announced  as  just  arrived  at  Uv 
eipool  with  half  a  million  of  the  money. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

/Secretary  of  Stuie. 
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Lord  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  February  25,  18G3. 

Sir  :  You  are  quite  rifj^ht  in  having  understood  nie  to  say  that  orders 
had  been  given  through  Lord  Lyons  inUMided  to  anticipate  the  possi- 
Wlity  of  any  shipments  of  specie,  such  as  you  spoke  of  in  your  letter  of 
the  ioth  instant. 

Notwithstanding  Lord  Lyons's  precautions,  liowever,  I  received  on 
the  14th  instant  an  account  of  tlie  sliipiuent  of  money  in  lier  Majesty's 
ship  Vesuvius,  by  Mr.  Acting  Consul  Magee.  The  money  was  said  to  be 
sent  for  the  puri)ose  of  furnishing  payment  of  interest,  due  in  London, 
on  bonds  of  the  State  of  Alabama. 

I,  Bowever,  thought  it  necessary  at  once,  and  on  the  same  day,  to 
dismiss  Mr.  Magee  from  her  Majesty's  service. 

Ordci*s  have  l>een  given  also  to  the  admiralty  to  forbid  any  simihir 
shipment  from  confederate  ports. 

Ihave  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Fkancls  AdA3Is,  Esq.,  etc.,  rf-c,  d'c. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  March  1, 1863. 

Sir:  Her  Majesty's  goveniment  has  learned  with  great  surprise  and 
regret  that  a  large  sum  of  money  was  x)ut  on  board  one  of  her  Majesty's 
fihipsoft'  Mobile  by  Mr.  Magee,  the  acting  British  consnl,  and,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  requisition  made  by  him,  conveyed  in  that  ship  to  lla- 
vana,  and  put  on  shore  th^re. 

It  api)ears<that  the  money  in  question  was  placed  in  ^Ir.  Magee's 
bands  by  agents  of  the  State'  of  Alabama,  and  was  destined  to  yay  in- 
terest due  to  British  subjects,  and  payable  in  Tjondon,  on  bonds  of  that 
State.  But  this  circumstance  has  not  affected  the  view  taken  by  her 
Majesty's  government  of  the  transaction.  They  consider  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Magee  to  have  been  entirely  at  variance  with  the  duties  of  an  agent 
of  a  neutral  i)ower,  and  they  have  directed  me  to  inform  you  that,  on 
Woming  acquainted  with  his  proceedhigs,  they  have,  without  any 
delay,  s(*nt  orders  to  me  to  dismiss  him  from  their  service. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  instructed  me  to  say,  farther,  that 
^^y  greatly  regret  that  any  person  in  their  enqdoyment  should  have 
Wn  jruiltv  of  such  conduct  as  that  which  has  led  to  the  immediate  dis- 
missjil  of  Mr.  IVLagee. 

Iliave  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  c^c,  cCt.,  etc 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  March  2, 1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lord- 
skip's  note  of  the  Ist  instant,  which  informs  me  her  Majesty's  govern- 
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ment  had  learned  with  suq^iisc  and  regret  that  the  acting  British  «»• 
snl  at  Mobile  had  put  a  large  sum  of  money  on  board  of  a  British  ship 
of  war  at  that  port,  on  account  of  the  State  of  Alabama, •and  that,ii 
compliance  with  his  reqiusition,  the  money  had  been  conveyed  to 
Havana. 

Your  note  informs  me  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  disap- 
proved this  proceeding  of  the  said  consul,  and  had,  in  eonsequHiee 
thereof,  peremxitorily  dismissed  him  from  the  public  service. 

I  am  instructed  to  express  to  you  th(^  President's  satisfaction  with  this 
prompt  and  just  vindication  by  the  British  government  of  its  autUoritj 
and  honor,  and  of  its  determination  to  comxiel  respect  by  its  agents  for 
the  laws  and  authoiity  of  the  United  States. 

Trusting  that  you  will  comnumicate  these  sentiments  to  her  Mj^sty's 
govenmient,  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew^  to  your  lordship 
the  assurance  of  mv  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Right  Hon.  LoED  Lyons,  (jDc,  cOc,  dkc. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  March  3, 1883. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  you  note  of  yes- 
terday's date,  respecting  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Magee  from  the  office  rf 
acting  consul  at  Mobile,  and  to  inform  you  that,  in  cmnpliance  with  your 
request,  I  immediately  forwarded  a  copy  of  it  to  her  5lajesty's  goveni* 
ment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  hiunble  servant, 

•  LYONa 

Hon.  William  II.  Seward,  <£t.,  c£t.,  &c.  * 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  343.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  March  6, 1863. 

Sir:  Deeming  it  no  more  than  propcT  to  acknowledge  Lonl  Riisaelft 
note  to  me  of  the  28th  ultimo,  a  copy  of  which  was  sent  with  mydifr 
patch  Xo.  338,  of  last  week,  I  now  sul)mit  a  copy  of  my  reply. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sii-,  vour  obedient  servant, 

*  CHAULES  FEAXCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  Willi A>i  II.  Sew^ard, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  UNrrED  States, 

LondoHj  March  2,  1863. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  rec^iition  of  you 
lordship's  not<3  of  the  28th  ultimo.    Deeply  regi*etting  the  misoondoc 
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her  Majesty's  consul  at  Mobile,  ro  much  calculated  to  shake  the 
rarity  of  my  goveniuieut  in  the  j^ootl  faith  of  pei-sons  to  whom  it  is 
rays  desirous  to  extend  ever>-  coui*tesy,  I  shall  derive  prreat  sjitis- 
'tion  in  reporting  the  prompt  action  taken  by  your  lordsliip  in  dis- 
ssing  the  principal  party  to  the  ott\»nse. 

I  pniy  your  lordship  to  a<*cept  the  sissurances  of  the  liighest  considera- 
m  with  which  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lonl,  ytmr  most  obedient 
rvaut, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Russkll,  c£-e.,  dr.,  do. 


MR.  MAJiLORVS  REPORT. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

0. 789.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  December  20,  1863. 

Sir:  I  send  herewith  a  copy,  which  has  accidentally  attracted  my 
>tiit?,  of  what  puri)orts  to  be  an  extract  from  an  annual  r(»port  of  S.  R. 
lallory,  who  is  pretending  to  act  as  sc^Tctary  of  the  navy  for  the  in- 
[Tgeiitsat  Richmond.  So  soon  as  I  can  lay  my  band  upon  a  full  copy 
that  paper  I  shall  transmit  it-.  In  the  mean  tinu%  it  is  proper  to  say 
lat  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  the  extract  now  sent  is  authentic. 
It  boldly  avows  the  authority  and  activity  of  the  iiisurg(Mits  at  Rich- 
ond  in  the  building  of  the  rams  in  Crn^at  Britain  ami  France  on  their 
9»N]Dt,  and  for  their  use  in  making  war  from  Hritish  and  Fivnch  ports 
(ainat  the  United  States. 

Secondly.  It  avows  witl^equal  boldness  and  directness  the  sending  of 
eiity-seven  gio-called  commissioned  othcers,  and  forty  reliable  petty 
ieers  from  Richmond  to  the  British  North  Amcri<*an  x)rovinci^s,  to 
{ranize  an  exi)editi(m  from  thence  to  co-operate*  with  so-called  army 
icers,  in  making  war  against  the  United  States  on  our  ncntbern  bor- 
r  lakes.  And  it  confesses  that  tli is  expedition  has  only  l)een  defeated 
nmgh  the  watchfulness  of  the  British  i)r()vincial  authorities. 
Thirdly.  In  connection  with  these  two  avowals,  the  same  conspirator 
y.s  that  he  has  sent  another  courier  with  instructions,  which  will  shortly 
made  apparent  to  the  enemies  of  the  insurg(*nts  nearer  lionu^,  which 
ay  possibly  mean  instructu)ns  under  which  thc^  actors  in  the  piracy 
id  murder  lately  comnutted  on  board  the  Chesapeake  proceeded  in 
lat  criminal  enterprise  from  and  returned  to  the  British  provinces  of 
ew  Bnmswick  and  Nova  Si'otia. 

You  \iill  lose  no  time  in  laying  this  information  befon^  Earl  Russell, 
od  ytu  will  submit  to  him,  as  the  opinion  of  this  governmelit,  that  the 
|WH)f  thus  furnished  is  sufficient  to  remove  all  (h)ubt  that  might  yet  be 
injiering  over  the  objects,  character,  and  designs  of  the  buil(h»rs  of  the 
team-rams  which  her  Majesty's  government  has  recently  detained  in 
^f  British  ports  upon  your  representation. 

Secondly.  In  the  opinion  of  this  government,  a  toleration  in  (treat 
Wtain,  or  in  those  pro\inces,  of  the  practices  avowed  by  the  insur- 
Wits.  aflber  the  knowledge  of  them  now  communicated  to  his  lordship, 
foald not  be  neutrality,  but  would  be  a  permission  to  the  enemies  of 
ieUnitai  States  to  make  war  against  them  from  tln»  British  slumps. 
IWrdly.  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  government  that  to  tolerate  in  the 
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British  realm  or  provinces,  witliout  some  restraint,  these  avowed  en 
mies  of  the  United  States,  while  carrying  on  the  hostile  practices  no 
avowed,  atYer  the  knowledge  herein  comirinuicated,  would  not  he  a 
exercise  of  the  unquestioned  right  of  sheltering  political  exiles,  bo 
would  be  permitting  them  to  use  the  British  soil  and  British  waters,  am 
British  vessels  and  armaments,  to  wage  war  against  a  country  witl 
whom  Great  Britain  is  at  peace. 

Fourthly.  Tliat  in  the  opinion  of  this  government  it  is  the  design  ol 
the  contederates  in  these  proceedings  to  involve  Great  Britain  in  a  wai 
with  the  United  States,  and,  at  least,  that  they  have  a  direct  tendencg 
to  produce  that  evil,  which  is  nuitually  to  be  deprecated  by  both  nations 

Fifthly.  This  government  has  borne  itself  towards  that  of  Gwa 
Britain  under  these  annoyances  in  the  sx)ii*it  and  in  the  manner  tha 
have  seemed  best  calculated  U)  defeat  the  wicked  design  of  the  insu 
gents,  without  giving  cause  of  offense  or  ihitation  to  the  British  peoph 

Sixthly.  That  these  new  ditticulties  occur  most  unseasonably,  at ! 
time  when  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  are  considering  the  qne< 
tion  of  legally  terminating  the  so-called  reciprocity  convention,  whic 
regulates  the  commercial  intercourse  between  this  country  and  tb 
British  Noith  American  provinces — a  question  of  deep  interest  to th 
whole  British  empire. 

The  President  wishes  that  he  was  able  to  suggest  to  her  Majesty' 
government  any  adequate  remedy  for  the  de])lorable  state  of  things  t 
which  I  have  referred,  not  inconsistent  with  the  policy  that  Grei 
Britain  has  adopted  in  regard  to  this  insurrection.  But,  in  the  opinio) 
of  this  government,  that  state. of  things  ha.s  resulted,  although  uninten 
tioiuilly  and  unexpectedly  on  the  ])art  of  her  Majesty's  government,  fron 
that  v(»ry  policy  itself.  The  recogniticm  of  the  insurgents,  without  navy 
ports,  courts,  or  coasts,  ius  a  belligerent  naval  power  was  deemed  b; 
them,  and  by  ill  disposed  British  subjects  conspiring  with  the  insui 
gents,  as  an  invitation  to  them  to  use  British  x)orts,  navy,  courts,  m 
coasts,  to  make  themselves  the  naval  i)ower  they  are  acknowledgeil  t< 
be,  and  yet  are  not. 

Indications  of  popular  favor  towards  this  design  of  the  insurgent 
are  not  wanting  in  British  comnuinities.  If  we  correctly  understam 
ocmuTences  of  the  hour,  there  are  not  only  in  the  British  provinc4?s,  bn 
also  in  the  British  realm,  and  in  its  very  Parliament,  many  iwrsonswli 
are  engaged  in  advancing  that  design,  or  who  at  least  are  piu^ainj 
practi(ies  which  they  miLst  well  know  necessarily  tend  to  exhaust  th 
patience  of  the  United  States,  and  to  pn)voke  our  citizens,  in  8elf-d( 
fense,  either  to  seek  their  avowed  enemies  within  British  jurisdiction, o 
to  a^lopt  some  other  form  of  retaliation.  It  must  be  manifest" that  thi 
governnuait  canTlo  nothing  more  to  prevent  that  design  than  it  ha 
already  done.  If-  it  is  to  be  prevented,  it  woiUd  seem  that  something  fffl 
ther  than  what  has  yet  been  done  must  now  be  done  by  her  Majesty' 
government.  .  • 

Arter  making  these  frank  explanations  to  Earl  Russell  in  the  spirits 
perfect  friendliness,  and  in  the  most  respectful  manner,  you  will  fortii 
X^resent  leave  the  whole  subject  for  his  just  consideration. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  cCt.,  (tc. 

[For  inclosure  see  dispatch  Xo.  798  of  4th  January,  1864,  from  M 
Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  which  transmits  the  report  in  fuU,  post] 
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[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  5,  1864,  p.  20.] 

No.  25. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. 

Washington,  December  24,  180.3. 

My  Loud:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yonr  lordship  an  extract 
WM  the  Washington  news])aper  Star  of  the  19th  instant,  cont^iiniiig 
hat  puri)orts  to  be  parts  of  a  report  of  the  secretaries  of  the  so-called 
)nfederate  treasury  and  navy. 

Your.  h>rdship  will  observe  that  the  secretary  of  the  navy  stiites,  that 
iiiiii^  the  months  of  July  and  August,  he  sent  twenty-seven  connnis- 
oned  officers  and  forty  trustworthy  petty  officers  to  the  l^ritish  prov- 
ices,  with  or<lers  to  or<j^anize  an  expediti<m  and  co-operate  witli  army 
Beers  in  an  att€»mpt  to  release  the  [irisoners  on  Johnson's  Island. 
The  secTetary  also  states  that  by  the  last  ccmrier  he  had  sent  instruc- 
ons  that  would  shortly  l)e  made  apparent  to  the  enemies  of  the  con- 
?derates  nearer  home.  This  passafj:e  is  supposed  to  refer  to  the  plan 
)r  the  seizui-e  of  United  States  ves.sels  by  confederates  embarking  as 
ossengers,  which  wjis  executed  in  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake. 

The  secretary  gives,  moreover,  particulars  respectiiv?  contracts  for 
wilding  iron-clad  vessels  for  the  confederate  service,  in  >^igland  and 
Prance,  and  respexiting  the  use  to  which  those  vessels  were  to  Ix*  put. 

I  have  sent  the  newspai>er  extract  to  the  governor  general  of  Canada. 
I  have,  &c. 

LYONS. 

[For  report  in  full  see  Mr.  Seward's  dispatch  No.  708  to  Mr.  Adams.] 


[From  British  Bhic  Book,  ** North  America,"  No.  ,'>,  1^04,  p.  2>^.] 

No.  2r>.  * 

Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell, 

Washington,  December  'H,  18(>3. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  an  extract  from  the  New 
York  Times  newspaper  of  yesterday,  containing  a  complete  copy  of 
ftereiK)rt  of  the  secretarj^  of  the  so  called  confederate  navy. 

The  passages  concerning  the  invasion  of  Canada,  the  construction  of 
iwrn-clads  in  England  and  France,  and  the  passage  supposed  to  refer  to 
the  projects  for  seizing  the  Chesapeake  and  other  vessels,  were  among 
ftose  parts  of  the  report  which  were  transmitted  to  your  lordship  with 
B»y  dispatch  of  the  24th  instant. 
I  have,  &e., 

LYONS. 

^  [The  report  transmitted  is  published  with  Mr.  Seward's  dispatch  No. 
^w,  January  4, 1864,  to  Mr.  Adams,  post] 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adains, 

Xo.  798.]  Department  of  State, 

January  4, 18&L 

Sir:  With  the  instructions  to  you  (No.  789)  of  the  20th  ultiraa, 
extracts  from  the  report  of  Mr.  Mallorj^  pretending  to  act  as  sciTetary 
of  the  navy  for  the  insurgents,  were  transmitted,  showing  the  proceed- 
ings in  England  and  France  fov  the  purpose  of  constructing  war  ve^selt 
for  the  naval  ser\ice  of  the  insurgents.  Herewith  you  will  receive  copy 
of  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  this  city,  of  the  2d  instant,  which  eoi- 
tains  that  report  in  full.  You  may  make  such  use  of  the  document  il 
you  may  deem  advisable,  towards  undeceiving  the  British  govemroeiit 
as  to  the  schemes  and  acts  of  the  insurgents,  with  a  view  to  creatiof 
and  equipping  a  naval  force  within  British  jurisdiction,  intended  to 
wage  war  on  the  shipping  of  the  United  States. 
1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  d-c,  cfcc,  &c. 


•Report  of  the  secretary  of  the  rebel  naty. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  third  annual  report  of 
the  condition  of  this  department.  The  operations  of  this  branch  of  the 
confederate  servic^e  have  been  chiefly  confined  to  preparations  for  rid- 
ding our  waters  of  the  enemy's  vessels  now  blockading  our  seiii)ortfc 
We  have  also  been  engaged  in  building,  arming,  and  equipping  iron- 
clads and  otlier  steamers  for  service  in  our  rivers  and  inland  sounds 
On  the  Mississippi  many  of  those  vessels  have  done  valuable  service  to 
our  cause,  while  others,  not  yet  comi)leted,  were  either  ca4)tured  by  tte 
enemy  or  burned  by  our  ofhcers  to  prevent  them  from  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  United  States  forces.  On  the  1st  of  January  some  of  oar 
naval  officers  manned  a  steamer  and  two  schooners,  in  which  they  sailed 
foi"^li  from  the  harbor  of  Galveston,  and  captured  the  United  Statei 
gunboat  Harriet  Lane,  safely  withdrawing  her  out  of  the  reiuih  of  the 
other  United  States  vessels  then  blockading  that  port. 

The  Harriet  Lane  has  since  been  put  intA)  complete  order,  and  has  on 
board  a  sufiicient  number  of  officers  and  mcMi  ready  for  an  opportunity  to 
distinguish  themselves.  Owing  to  the  vigilance  of  the  enemy,  I  have 
not  deemed  it  advisable  to  give  orders  for  this  vessel  to  attempt  any 
of!(?nsive  operations.  In  accordance  with  my  instructions,  the  confed- 
erate steamer  Florida  successfully  ran  the  blockade  from  Mobile  on  the 
13th  of  January,  since  which  time  slie  has  been  engaged  in  oi)eratioDi 
against  the  commerce  of  the  enemy,  capturing  and  destropng  vesads 
and  property  amounting  already  to  several  millions  of  dollars.  On  the 
17th  of  the  same  month  the  Alabama  destroyed  the  United  States  goa* 
boat  Hatteras,  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  for  m  hich  daring  exploit  her  co»- 
mander  deserves  the  thanks  of  congress,  On  the  31st  of  the  samo 
month  three  of  our  iron-clad  steamers,  officered  and  manned  bysoiDfi 
of  the  bravest  men  of  our  navy,  succeeded  in  infbcting  serious  iiyuij 
ui)on  the  blockading  fle(»t  of  Charleston  harbor.  Two  of  the  enemy** 
vessels  were  disabled,  and  althougli  one  of  them  surrendered,  we  were 
unable  to  secure  the  fruits  of  this  victory,  owing  to  the  injury'  sustained 
by  our  own  vessels  by  the  collision  that  occurred. 
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Had  the  commandeer  of  this  (expedition  been  carefnl  to  strike  the 
eDeiny  ainids1n])s,  his  vessel  wonkl  have  remained  uninjured,  and  our 
victory  wouUl  have  been  complete.  I  had  ordenjd  a  crew  to  be  (h»tached 
Tor  .service  on  the  steamer  Nashville,  desi^nin<j:  to  use  her  for  the  pur- 
pose of  harassing  the  enemy  while  erecting  batteries  at  the  mouth  of 
fteOgechee  River;  but  unfortunately  she  was  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
defore  my  plans  were  carried  out.  On  the  lOth  of  April  the  ram  Qucmmi 
rfthe  West,  which  we  had  cai)tured  from  tlie  enemy,  was  recaptured, 
uid  her  officers  and  crew,  numbering  one  hundred  and  twenty  persons, 
Dade  priscmers.  This  occurrence  whs  tin*  result  of  carelessness  on  the 
»rt  of  the  commander,  who  has  since  been  cashiered  and  dismissed 
iom  the  service.  During  the  months  of  May  and  June  our  gunboats 
HI  the  western  waters  actively  co-operated  with  our  land  forces,  and, 
ihhongh  operating  under  many  disadvantages,  many  gallant  ex-jdoits 
irere  x>erformed  by  their  officers  and  crews. 

Owing  to  the  evjicuation  of  Vicksburg  and  the  surrender  of  Port 
Hudson,  1  deemed  it  advisable  to  give  orders  to  withdraw  all  our  ves- 
sels hi  that  region  to  safe  and  secure  harbors,  and  ceas(?  the  (H>nstruc- 
tiou  of  those  contracted  for,  the  machiiun\v  for  which  was  l>eing  trans- 
ported to  the  several  depots.  Some  of  this  machinery  is  now  stored  at 
various  |K>ints,  ami  as  it  seems  unlikely  to  be  recpiireil  for  service  at  the 
^Vest,  and  is  unsuitable  for  us  elsewhere,  I  suggest  that  it  be  sold,  and 
the  proceeds  be  applied  to  other  purposes.  On  the  s€fa^  some  of  our 
small  privateers  have  intlicted  considerable  injury  upon  the  enemy's 
eoniinerce.  The  Tacony  entered  the  harbiu'  of  Port  hind  and  capture<l 
the  United  States  revenue  cutter  (\deb  (Pushing.  Owing  to  ignoraifce 
of  the  harbor,  our  officers  were  unable  to  take  the  Crushing  out  to  s<»a, 
md  she  was  again  recaptured  on  the  27th  of  June  by  vessels  sent  in 
iQrsuit.  Her  crew  were  made  prison(»rs.  During  the  months  of  July 
md  August  I  sent  twenty-seven  commissioned  officers  and  forty  trust- 
rorthy  petty  officers  to  the  British  provinces,  Mith  oid(»rs  to  orgaidze 
n  exi>editioik  ami  to  co-operate  with  army  officers  in  an  attempt  to 
Please  the  confederate  i)risoners  contined  on  Johnson's  island,  in  Lake 
irie. 

From  time  to  time  I  learned  that  the  arrangements  made  were  such  as 
J  insure  the  most  conqjlete  success.  A  large  anu>unt  of  money  had  l#en 
X[K»nde<l,  and  just  as  our  gallant  navnl  ofti(t(»rs  were  about  to  set  sail  on 
liLs  expedition,  the  English  authorities  gave  informiition  to  the  enemy, 
nd  thus  prevented  the  execution  of  one  of  the  best-pIanniKl  enterprist^s 
f  the  present  war.  In  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  presidi^nt,  early 
a  the  present  ye^r  I  disi)atched  several  agents  to  England  ami  France, 
rith  onlers  to  contract  for  eight  iron-clad  vess(*ls,  suitable  for  ocean  ser- 
iw,  and  calculated  to  resist  the  ordinary  arnnunent  of  the  wooden  ves- 
«l8  of  .the  enemy.  These  ships  were  to  be  provided  with  rams,  and 
kwini^l  expressly  to  break  the  blockade  of  such  of  the  ])orts  lis  were 
tot  blockaded  by  the  iron-clad  monitors  of  the  iMiemy.  Five  of  these 
<^«88el«  wei'e  coutnicted  for  in  England,  and  three  in  France.  Due  pre- 
cautions were  taken  against  ccmtravening  laws  of  England  in  the  con- 
•toction  and  equipment  of  these  vessels.  Three  have  been  (M)inpleted, 
kttt owing  to  the  unfriendly  construction  of  her  neutrality  hiws,  the  gov-  * 
WMnent  of  England  stationed  several  war  vessels  at  the  mimth  of  the 
M^wey,  and  prevented  their  departure  from  England.  Subsequently 
they  were  seized  by  the  British  government. 

Another  and  larger  vessel  has  since  been  completed;  but  it  is  doubt- 
W  if  she  will  be  allowed  to  leave  the  shores  of  England,  although  it  is 
l^Keved  the  iirecautions  taken  will  exempt  her  fiom  the  fate  of  her 
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consorts.  The  vessels  bein|?  constructed  in  France  have  been  8abject< 
to  so  many  official  visitations  that  I  have  forwarded  instructions  to  cea 
operations  upon  them  until  the  result  of  ne^jjotiations  now  i^endin^sb: 
pennit  our  agent  to  resume  work  upon  them.  In  this  connection  it 
prop(T  for  me  to  state  that  the  great  revuUion  in  popular  sentiment^  hi 
in  England  and  France^  toicard  the  confederate  government^  has  render 
our  efforts  to  obtain  supplies  ironi  those  ('ountries  almost  abortive, 
view  of  all  possible  contingencies,  I  have  instructed  the  agents  of  tl 
department  to  wait  a  more  favorable  oj)portunity  for  carrying  out  t 
instructions  previouvsly  forwarded.  By  the  last  1  sent  instructions  tli 
will  shortly  be  made  a])parent  to  our  enemies  near  home.  1  do  not  de< 
it  advisable  to  communicate  any  ])()rtion  of  these  plans  to  y(mr  bono 
ble  body  at  the  i)resent  time,  for  reasons  i)erfcctly  satisfactory  to  I 
president.  Altlumgh  the  o])erations  of  our  navy  have  not  beiui  ext< 
sive,  I  cannot  overlook  the  services  of  Captain  Semines  in  the  Alabai 
During  the  year  he  has  captured  upwards  of  ninety  vCvSsc^ls,  sevei 
of  which  were,  destroyed,  the  others  being  either  bonded  or  relea* 
One  of  the  gicatest  drawbacks  this  officer  reports  having  exi)erien( 
is  the  difficulty  lu^  now  has  to  procure  full  supplies  of  coal.  The  prov 
cial  English  authorities  have  hitlu^rto  afforded  him  every  facihty,  1 
recently  they  have  inteiTireted  tlnnr  neutrality  laws  so  stringently  tl 
our  war  vc^ssels  and  piivateers  are  much  embarrassed  in  obtaining  si 
able  supjdies.  4  have  instructed  Captain  Semmes  to  purchase  coal  fifl 
neutral  shipmasters  wherever  he  found  it,  and  give  tln^n  ever>'  nee 
sary  document  to  protect  them  against  the  ettect  such  sale  may  ha 
uitbn  their  vessels  when  they  return  to  their  several  countries.  By  tl 
means  I  anticipate  a  sufficient  supply  of  coal  will  be  obtained  to  emil 
him  to  continue  his  operations  during  the  coming  year.  The  other  o] 
rations  of  this  department  have  been  chietiy  contiued  to  making  sn 
l>reparations  for  nav^al  operations  as  circumstances  might  permit.  Fn 
time  to  time  I  have  caused  surveys  to  be  made  upon  steamers  ruiini 
tin*  blockade,  with  a  view  of  purchasing  such  as  could  be  made  avj 
able  as  war  vessels.  Several  have  been  bought  and  are  now  being  trai 
formed  into  ships  of  war. 

For  the  arnmnent  of  these  vessels  it  w-ill  be  necessary-  that  con^rn 
sliQiild  make  an  additional  appropriation.  Appropriations  will  also 
re(]uired  to  conduct  our  naval  operations  during  the  coming  year.  T 
estimated  expenditures  of  the  department  fi»r  the  fiscal  vear  endi 
July  1,  1804,  will  amount  to  $27,24i>,80(),  in  addition  to'$U,024,( 
remaining  to  X\w  credit  of  this  d(*partment  in  the  treasury.  Since  i 
last  annual  repoi-t  the  expenditures  lor  the  navy  have  been  $24,413,6 
The  business  transacted  during  the  year  in  this  dei)artment  has  k< 
my  very  large  clerical  force*  so  constantly  engaged  that  frcmi  time 
tinu^  I  have  ordered  a  number  of  naval  officers  to  assist  them  in  dilt 
not  properly  devolving  upem  them.  This  course  occasions  so  nmch  c 
satisfaction  that  I  trust  congress  will  make  such  addition  to  my  offit 
staff  as  shall  enalde  me  to  pennit  all  our  naval  officers  to  resume  th 
respective  x)ositions.  The  great  disproportion  of  officers  in  our  sen' 
to  the  seamen  enrolled  is  a  matter  requiring  the  legislation  of  congK 
^The  number  of  commanders  now  in  active  service,  either  at  sea  or 
shore,  remains  the  same  as  previously  reported. 

Many  of  those  occupying  a  lower  grade  in  the  service^  have  vol 
teered  in  the  army,  owing  to  their  desiixi  to  be  actively  employed  agai 
the  enemy.  I  have  not  accepted  the  resignations  of  these  gentlem 
but  ftimished  them  with  t(*mporary  absences  until  I  can  rc^ll  them 
the  performance  of  other  duti^.   1  have  considered  it  important  to  k 
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8  complete  as  possible ;  therefore,  wlieiiever  I  liave  been  notified 
ath  of  any  naval  ofti(jer,  serving  in  the  anny,  I  liave  ai)iH>inted 
ssor.  The  total  number  of  commissioned  officers  at  present 
to  the  confederate  navy  is  three  hundred  and  eighty- thi*ee.  The 
icers  number  one  hundred  and  ninety-one,  while  the  roll  of 
ves  a  return  of  eight  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  not  inchiding 
board  of  vessels  now  at  sea,  accurate  rolls  not  Jiaving  been 
ed. 

elusion,  I  must  add  my  testimony  to  the  gallantry  and  efficiency 
vy,  who  have  nobly  sustained  our  cause  under  many  trying  cir- 
jes.  The  i)roud  spirit  of  our  ot!i(;ers  chafes  at  the  inaction  they 
elled  to  endure;  and  I  trust  congn\ss  will  make  juxnision  for 
g  the  efficiency  of  this  dcpaitment,  iuid  permitting  it  to  un<ler- 
re  offensive  operations  against  the  enemy.  In  conclusion,  1 
L'ommend  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  (construction  of 
ix  turreted  iron-dads  for  harbor  o|)(*rations.  The  experience  of 
year  has  demonstnited  that  such  v(^ssels  arc*  absolutely  neces- 
e  expect  to  break  through  and  d(\stroy  the  blo(;ka(h»  at  present 
ed  bv  the  enemv.  Attached  to  this  conununication  I  have  the 
submit  the  various  reports  of  different  commanders  and  officers 
1  detached  duty,  together  with  tlu^  reports  of  naval  agents  and 
eers,  at  homo  and  abroad,  who  have  been  engaged  on  duty  con- 
ith  this  depaitment.  • 

which  is  resi)ectfully  submitted, 

S.  E.  MALLOKY, 

Secretary  of  the  XavyT' 
\  S.  BOOOCK, 
ker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  C.  S.  A, 

, — ^This  document  was  afterwards  ascertained  to  be  a  forgery. 
Seward's  dispatch    to  Mr.    Adams,   >"o.  883,  March  21,  18G4, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward.  ^ 

[Extract.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LondoHy  January  8,  1804. 

have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches  from  the  de- 
t,  numbered  from  78()  to  790,  inelusivc*,  together  with  several 
copies  of  the  list  of  diplomatic  consular  officers,  on  the  1st 
5r,  lSih\.  I  shall  S(»izc  an  early  moment  to  pursue  the  subjects 
I  in  these  dispatches  with  Lonl  Ilussell.  It  is  much  to  be 
I  that  I  ciinnot  find  a  complete  copy  of  the  report  of  Mr.  Mallory, 
to  in  Xo.  789,  in  any  of  the  newspapers.  I  think,  however,  there 
ibt  of  a  growing  ccmviction  here  of  the  n(»cessity  of  sonie  deci- 
on  to  check  the  outrageous  plots  of  the  rebels  and  their  British 

jzers. 

•  •  '   •  •  •  •  • 

mggle  is  degenerating  into  a  mere  eftbrt  on  the  weaker  side  to 
lief  without  regard  to  the  means  res(nt(Ml  to;  considering  the 
in  which  it  commenced  this  is  not  suri>rising.  The  only  thing  I 
bat  much  wrong  may  be  done  to  non-combatants  and  innocent 
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I^arties,  who  suffer  from  a  reluctance  to  i)resurae  such  motives  of  action 
to  he  possible.  It  certainly  cannot  be  imagined  that  stealinfjc  ve^neb 
and  ])lundering  private  individuals  of  the  profits  of  a  legitimate  oom- 
merce  will  have  the  smiUlest  influence  in  putting  a  stop  to  the  vat 
Shortsighted  and  vain  as  have  proved  thus  far  all  the  calculations  of  tiie 
rebel  conspirators,  they  an^  scarcely  yet  reduced  so  low  as  to  expect  ftoa 
a  policy  ol'  li'aud  and  robbery  what  they  liave  failed  to  obtain  by  makiBg 
professions  of  a  more  exalted  puri)ose. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

^  CHAULES  FKANCIS  ADA3ia 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,     "^ 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  574.]  Legation  of  the  United  States,        : 

London,  January  14j  1864, 

Sir  :  I  have  prepared  a  note  to  Lord  Eussell,  based  on  the  instmctiODf 
contained  in  your  dispatch,  No.  789,  and  the  copy  of  the  whole  report  0^ 
Mr.  Mallory,  which  has  been  r(M*eive(l  here  as  i)rinted  in  the  New  Ya* 
Times  of  the  3()th  December.  But  on  a  close  examination  of  this  p^wr 
so  nuich  of  it  seemed  to  justify  a  suspicion  of  its  entire  genuineness  At( 
I  have  concluded  to  defer  sending  it  in  at  least'until  after  the  receipt  of 
further  int(*lligence  from  Amei'ica.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  some  fiutte 
notice  of  tlie  report,  after  it  shall  have  r(»ached  you  in  its  full  extent^ 
may  accompany  the  coi)y  you  expressed  an  intention  to  transmit  wliflfc 
obtained. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

^  CIIxVRLES  FllANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  II.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  579.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  21,  ]ML  \ 

Sir  :  Dispatches  numbered  700  to  800,  inclusive,  have  been  i-eceiveJ 
at  this  legation.  Lik(»wise  c()i)ie.s  of  c(Mtjun  additional  papers  in  tliecliB* 
of  liufus  (ireene  &  Co.  jueviously  received  with  No.  702.  Also  a  sBp 
from  a  iie\vsi)aper,  in  wliich  are  printed  some  of  the  letters  intercept^ 
in  the  steamer  Ceres. 

Finding  l>y  the  transmission  of  two  copies  of  the  report  of  Mr.  MaUoiJ^ 
as  printed  in  the  Washington  Chronicle,  that  no  doubt  whatever  seem 
to  be  entertained  by  you  of  the  genuineness  of  that  papei',  I  hadno^ 
furtheu  hesitation  in  forwarding  to  Lord  Kussell  the  note  already  drttp 
up  by  me  last  week.  I  s(Mid  a  vx)\)y  of  it  herewith.  You  will  i>erceivetBfc 
it  closely  follows  the  text  of  your  disi)atch  No.  789.    The  chief  variatw* 

is  in  the  omission  to  allude  to  the  reciprocity  treaty. 

•  *  #  #  *  «  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  II.  Seward,  # 

Secretary  of  Slate. 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Landauj  January  19, 1864. 

ID :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  copy 
orportB  to  be  the  annual  report  of  Mr.  S.  R.  Mallory,  the  person 
lown  to  be  officiating  at  Richmond  as  director  of  the  naval 
s  of  the  insurgents  in  the  United  States.    Although  this  paper 

received  only  in  the  form  here  presented,  I  entertain  little 
t,  in  substance,  it  may  be  reMed  upon  as  authentic, 
be  once  assumed,  I  am  sure  I  need  not  point  out  to  your  lord- 
great  imiK)rtance  of  the  admissions  therein  made  of  the  syste- 
lation  of  the  neutrality  of  her  Majesty's  kingdom,  which  it  has 
th  of  time  been  my  chief  labor  to  make  apparent.  This  rei)ort 
;umes  the  responsibility  for  the  action,  both  in  Great  Britain 
ce,  in  the  construction  and  outfit  of  powerful  war  vessels  in 
s  for  the  use  of  the  insurgents  in  carrying  on  war  from  those 
against  the  United  States.  In  this  i)ai'ticidar  there  can  be 
le  or  nothing  in  the  allegations  made  by  me  in  the  notes  which 
retofore  had  the  honor  to  addr(»ss  to  you  on  this  subject,  how- 
ig  their  language,  that  is  not  fully  sustained  by  this  paper* 
•more,  there  api)ears  to  be  an  avowal  with  similar  frankness  of 
iting  of  twenty -seven  so-called  commissioned  officers  and  forty 
hy  i)etty  officers  from  Richmond  to  the  British  pro\inces,  with 

organize  an  expedition  from  thence,  in  co-operation  with 
irmy  officers,  to  make  war  on  the  northern  acyoining  border  of 
?d  States.  Of  the  fact  that  such  an  enterprise  was  actually 
m  your  lordship  is  already  well  apprised.   This  paper  does  not 

0  confess  that,  although  so  cunningly  contrived  to  operate 
own  neutral  territory  as  a  base,  it  has  failed  because  the  British 

1  authorities  gave  information  to  the  government  of  the  United 
season. to  render  it  abortive. 

In  connection  with  these  two  explicit  avowals,  the  same 
announces  that  another  courier  has  been  dispatched  with 
ns  which  will  shortly  be  made  apparent  to  the  enemy  nearer 
ich  declaration,  construed  by  later  events,  may  be  fairly  under- 
lUude  to  the  directions  under  which  the  persons  employed  to 
e  the  piracy  and  murder  committed  on  board  of  the  steamer 
ke  proceeded  in  that  entei-prise,  making  the  British  provinces 
ninswick  and  Nova  Scotia  the  base  of  their  criminal  operations 

ig  this  information  before  your  lordship,  I  am  directed  to  con- 
pinion  of  my  government  that  the  i)roof  thus  furnished  is  suffi- 
jmove  all  doubt  that  may  yet  be  lingering  over  the  objects, 
,  and  designs  of  the  builders  of  the  steam-rams,  now  under 
in  the  ports  of  this  kingdom,  upon  the  strength  of  former 
Sitions  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  make  to  her  Mjyesty's 
nt. 

ly.  While  readily  acknowledging  on  the  part  of  my  govern- 
friendly  8er\ices  of  the  Biitish  provincial  authorities  in  the 
red  to,  I  am  instructed  to  solicit  yoiu*  lordship's  attention  to  the 
a  toleration  within  this  kingdom  or  any  of  its  dependencies  of 
oes  of  the  insurgents,  since  they  have  been  so  openly  published 
rid,  and  after  the  knowledge  of  them  now  communicated,  woidd 
apl^  inconsistent  with  neutrality,  but  equivalent  to  a  permis- 

A  O— VOL.  n 


146  ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY. 

sioii  to  the  enemies  of  tlie  United  States  to  make  war  against  them  frm. 
the  British  shores. 

Thirdly.  I  am  further  directed,  respectfully,  to  represent  that  the 
toleration  of  these  armed  enemies  of  the  United  States,  while  known  tt 
be  carrying  on  these  hostile  practices,  now  fully  revealed  within  the 
British  realm  and  its  dependencies,  \vithout  restraint  of  any  kind,  canadk 
be  regarded  as  an  exercise  of  the  unquestioned  right  of  sheltering  p6^ 
tical  exiles,  but  rather  as  etiuivalent  to  permitting  them  to  abuse  that 
right  for  the  purpose  of  more  effectually  availing  themselves  of  Britiak 
aid  and  co-operation,  now  notoriouslj'  given  them,  in  waging  war  witfc 
a  country  with  which  Great  Britain  is  at  j>eace. 

Fourthly.  It  is  the  deliberjite  conviction  of  my  government  that  there 
has  been  and  continues  to  be  in  all  these  proceedings  a  fixed  piui>osel(i 
plunge  Great  Britain  into  a  war  with  the  United  States,  in  order  to  evtri- 
cate  the  conspirators  from  the  i)erilous  embarrassments  in  which  th^ 
have  involved  themselves.  The  tendency  to  produce  that  evil  is  soobn- 
ous  that  it  would  seem  to  call  for  the  strongest  and  most  persevering 
efforts  of  both  countries  to  prevent  it. 

Fifthly.  It  has  been  the  desire  of  my  government,  under  the  constant 
pressure  of  these  annoyances  which  have  so  materially  contributed  t» 
I)rocrastinate  the  painful  struggle,  to  bear  itself  in  the  spirit  and  in  the 
manner  best  calculated  to  defeat  this  wicked  design,  ^nthout  girinf 
cause  of  oflfense  or  irritation  to  her  Majesty's  government  or  to  the  Brit- 
ish people. 

The  President  sincerely  wishes  that  he  could  suggest  any  adequata 
remedy  for  the  deplorable  state  of  things  thus  presented  that  is  not 
inconsistent  with  the  policy  which  Great  Britain  has* pursued  in  regard 
to  this  insurrection.  It  must  ever  be  his  opinion  that  it  has  directly 
resulted,  although  unexpectedly  and  unintentionally  on  the  part  of  hor 
Majesty's  goveniment,  from  the  earliest  step  taken  in  that  policy.  The 
speedy  recognition  of  the  insurgents  at  a  moment  when  they  were  with- 
out navy,  i^orts,  courts,  or  coasts  as  a  belligerent  power  on  the  ocean, 
was  unquestionably  construed  by  them,  and  by  ill-disposed  British  subjects 
conspiring  with  them,  as  an  imitation  to  use  British  ports,  shipsj  meD| 
money,  and  coasts,  so  as  to  make  themselves  the  naval  power  vWdi 
they  never  could  by  any  i)ossibility  become  from  their  own  unaided 
resources. 

Indications  of  active  co-operation  in  the  designs  of  the  insiu-gwrti 
have  been  all  along  but  too  painfully  apparent  in  British  commnnitiflft 
The  evidences  of  it  have  alrea<ly  constituted  a  large  part  of  the  correspooi  ; 
ence  which  I  have  luul  the  Inmor  to  conduct  witli  your  lordship  since  Hi 
day  of  my  arrival.    And  much  more,  that  I  have  been  unable  to  prt 
into  official  form,  has  not  escaped  my  observation.    !None  of  these  movfr  * 
ments,  however,  are  likely  to  assiune  so  dangenms  a  character  as  thoic 
which  are  perceived  to  originate,  or  to  be  encouraged,  in  territories  ^ 
coterminous  with  those  of  the  United  States,  where  the  opportunities 
abound  for  aggressive  and  injurious  acts,  and  the  temptation  as  well  as 
the  i)ower  to  retaliate  is  correspondingly  strong.    It  must  be  manifest 
that  this  danger  is  one  which  my  government  can  do  no  moretoai^t 
than  it  has  alreiidy  done.    If  it  is  to  be  prevented  at  all,  it  would  sedft 
that  a  resort  to  some  measures  of  greater  stringency  than  have  y<* 
been  taken  is  necessary  on  the  ])art  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

In  making  in  the  most  respectful  manner  these  frank  explanations  rf 
the  difficidties  under  wliich  the  respective  coim tries  at  present  Irtwr,! 
pray  your  lordship  to  believe  that  my  government  is  desirous  to  act  i> 
a  spirit  of  perfect  friendliness,  and  with  an  earnest  desire  to  oonflim Ik* 
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1  relations  between  tliem.    Having  acquitted  myself  of  the 

rhich  I  have  been  charged,  I  propose  for  the  present  most 

to  leave  the  whole  subject  for  your  lordship's  just  considera- 

•or  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
1  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 

OHAELES  FEANCI8  ADAMS. 
»n.  Eabl  Bussell,  dke.y  (be,  ike. 

* 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  28,  1864. 

•ugh  not  important  in  themselves,  yet  as  making  a  part  of 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit : 

•  •••••  • 

r  of  his  lordship's  note  of  the  21st  instant,  acknowledging 
►n  of  mine  of  the  19th,  which  went  out  with  my  No.  579  of 

tant. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

e  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
LLiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  January  21, 1864. 

ive  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tlie  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
stant,  calling  my  attention  to  certain  statements  made  by  the 
I  the  so-call^  confederate  na\y,  in  a  report  addressed  to  the 
presentatives,  and  I  have  to  state  to  you  that  her  Majesty's 
}  will  not  fail  to  give  to  your  representiition  their  fullest  atten- 

e  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 

amble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

\  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  cir.,  i&c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adains. 

m 

Department  of  State, 

Washiyigton,, February  1,  1864. 

tr  dispatch  of  the  14th  of  January  (No.  574)  has  been  received. 
A  occnrred  here  to  raise  a  doubt  as  to  the  authenticity  of  the 
.  Bi  Mallory,  to  which  it  relates.    It  has  internal  evidences  of 
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genuineness,  althongh  it  is  wonderful  that  such  a  paper  should  hs 
promulgatea. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEW. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.j  &c.j  &c. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Sexcard. 

No.  596.J  Legation  of  the  United  State? 

London^  February  12, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  addressc 
by  Lord  Eussell,  on  the  8th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  19tl 
month,  on  the  report  of  Mr.  Mallory,  a  copy  of  which  was  sent  ^ 
No.  580  of  the  21st  of  the  same  month.  It  would  seem,  from  ] 
ship's  language,  that  measures  have  been  taken  to  signify  to  the 
erates  the  sense  of  this  government  of  the  character  of  their  ope 
I  do  not,  however,  learn  the  precise  nature  of  its  action ;  neith 
find  out  that  it  has  produced  any  alteration  of  their  policy. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  mention  the  fact,  that  the  genuineness 
*'  Mallory's  report  has  been  denied  here  by  Lieutenant  Maury. 

The  Florida  is  announced  to  have  departed  at  last  from  Bres 
not  learn  that  the  Kappahaunock  moves  at  all.  There  are  n 
know  not  how  well  founded,  that  two  mysterious  vessels  of  wai 
show  no  colors,  are  seen  continually  off  the  port. 

The  mission  of  the  Kangaroo  is  likewise  a  matter  of  much  spec 
She  is  controlled  by  the  chief  rebels  in  France,  as  you  will  p 
learn  more  specifically  from  another  source. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

.      CHARLES  FRANCIS  AD 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stut^. 


•    Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

<^  Foreign  Office,  February  8, 

Sir  :  Her  M^esty's  government  have  had  under  their  consi( 
the  representations  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  19th  ultin 
regard  to  the  alleged  use  of  British  territory  for  belligerent  purj: 
the  government  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States,  as  shown 
report  of  the  confederate  secretary  of  the  navy,  Mr.  Mallory,  o 
you  inclosed  a  copy;  and  I  have  now  to  state  to  you  that  this  dc 
appears  to  her  Majesty's  government  to  contain  the  strongest  ] 
any  were  wanted,  that  they  have  endeavored,  in  good  faith,  to 
strictly  and  impartially,  under  circumstances  of  no  small  difiicu 
obligations  of  neutrality  which  they  have  undertaken ;  and  t 
practical  effect  of  their  doing  so  has  been  advantageous,  in  n 
degree,  to  the  more  powerful  of  the  two  belligerents,  namely,  the 
States. 

What  is  termed  in  Mr.  Mallory's  report  "  the  unfriendly  consi 
of  her  Majesty's  laws"  is  therein  made  matter  of  grave  complaint 
England  by  the  government  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  State 
to  tiie  same  cause  is  ascribed  the  fact  that  those  States  have  b 
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)m  obtaining  the  services  of  the  greater  part  of  a  formidable 
which  they  had  desired  to  create. 

jesty's  government  are  fully  sensible  of  the  nature  and  import- 
e  admissions  made  in  Mr.  Mallory's  report  of^he  endeavors  of 
ument  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States,  by  their  agents  in 
try  and  in  Canada,  to  violate,  in  various  ways,  her  Majesty's 

ijesty's  government  have  already  taken  steps  to  make  that 
nt  aware  that  such  proceedings  cannot  be  tolerated,  and  her 
government  will  not  fail  to  give  to  these  admissions,  to  which 
invited  their  attention,  the  consideration  which  they  undoubt- 
•ve. 

s,  however,  one  passage  in  your  letter  which  it  is  impossible 
ajesty's  government  to  pass  over  without  special  notice.  This 
\  as  follows:  "I  am  further  directed,  respectfully,  to  represent 
oleration  of  these  avowed  enemies  of  the  United  States,  while 

be  carrying  on  these  hostile  i)ractices,  now  fully  revealed, 
3  British  realm  and  its  dei>endencies.  without  restraint  of  any 
lot  be  regarded  as  an  exercise  of  tne  unquestioned  right  of 
:  political  exiles,  but  rather  as  equivalejjt  to  peimittiug  them 
hat  right,  for  tiie  purjMJse  of  more  effectually  availing  them- 
British  aid  and*  co-oi)eration,  now  notoriously  given  them,  in^ 
ar  with  a  country  with  which  Great  Britain  is  at  peace.''  ^ 
7  to  this  allegation,  her  Majesty's  government  think  it  right  to 
t  her  Majesty's  dominions  must  necessarily  continue  to  be 
le  subjects  of  both  belligerents,  as  long  as  her  Majesty  is  at 
h  both  of  them ;  but  that  her  Majesty's  government  will,  at 
time,  continue  to  put  in  force,  as  they  have  hitherto  done,  to 
stent  of  the  means  in  their  power,  the  laws  of  this  country 
lose  subjects  of  either  of  the  belligerents  who  may  be  found, 
ressing  those  laws,  to  have  abused  the  rights  of  hospitality, 
ve  offended  against  the  authority  of  the  Crown, 
egard  to  its  being  made  a  matter  of  complaint  by  the  govem- 
the  United  States,  that  her  Majesty  thought  fit,  upon  the 
ommencement  of  hostilities,  to  recognize  the  status  of  belli- 
both  the  parties  to  this  unhappy  contest,  her  Majesty's  govern- 
mly  repeat  the  observation  which  they  have  had  occasion  to  make 

occasions,  in  reply  to  similar  representations  received  fix)m 
any  other  course  would  have  justly  exposed  this  country  to  a 
violating  the  clearest  principles  and  soundest  precedents  of 
nal  law. 

the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 
BS  FBAI7CIS  Adams,  Esq.,  dr.,  c£rc.,  dc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  March  3, 1864. 

have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the 
B'ebroaryy  (No.  596,)  together  with  a  copy  of  a  note  which, 
I  of  tliat  month,  Earl  Eussell  addressed  to  you  on  the  subject 
reparations  and  movements  in  the  interest  of  American  insur- 
he  ports  of  Oreat  Britain.^ 
ataeadf  informed  you  that  Mr.  Maury's  denial  of  the  authen 
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ticity  of  the  report  signed  by  Mr.  Mallory  is  not  here  deemed  sofficieiitti 
discredit  that  publication. 

Earl  llussell's  remarks  upon  the  questions  he  discusses  are  conoemd 
in  a  friendly  spirit,  and  we  infer  from  them  a  purpose  to  maintain  the 
neutrality  laws  of  Great  Britain.    Recent  proceedings  of  proving 
authoiities  in  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  hi?B  - 
manifested  the  same  just  detenninaticm. 

I  have  considered  with  profound  regret  his  lordship's  remarks  npot 
the  necessity  which,  as  he  supposes,  rests  upon  her  Majesty's  gov»&- 
ment  to  regard  our  insurgents  as  a  belligerent;  but  I  must  be  allowod 
to  say,  that  had  a  diflterent  course  been  pursued,  many  inconvenienoei 
now  felt  woidd  have  been  prevented,  and  that  only  the  persistence  <( 
her  Majesty's  government  in  that  course  hindei'S  and  delays  the  restoift- 
tion  of  our  relations  to  a  state  of  mutual  friendship,  which  would  bl 
honorable  and  usefid  to  both  countries,  and  would  gratify  the  friends  dF 
peace  and  humanity  throughout  the  world. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  tfcr.,  ttr.,  <fcc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  883.J  Department  of  State, 

Wafthi7i^07ij  March  21, 1864. 

Sir:  Having  noticed  that  the  authenticity  of  the  report  of  the  insiff- 
gent  secretary  of  the  navy,  a  copy  of  which  accompanied  the  instractioB 
to  you,  Ko.  798,  of  the  4th  of  January  last,  has  been  questioned,  difr  { 
gent  inquiries  have  been  made  upon  the  subject.  I  am  sorr>^  to  say  that  J 
they  have  resulted  in  ascertaining  that  the  8upi)osed  report  A^-as  writia  y 
by  Mr.  Beach,  the  editor  of  the  New  York^Sun,  and  was  first  published  j 
in  the  number  of  that  paper  of  the .  ! 

This  was  just  at  the  time  when  journals  of  that  date  from  Biehmood^  . 
had  reached  the  North,  and  the  genuineness  of  the  report  was  implicit^  i 
believed.     My  own   convictions  were   of  that,  character,  and  wert   ! 
strengthened  by  the  fact  that  public  documents  from  the  same  quartar 
had  always  reached  us||jji  the  same  way.    It  seems  that  the  author  flf  ; 
the  surreptitious  report  was  chiefly  actuated  by  a  desire  to  create  Hi 
impression  that  he  had  means  of  communication  with  the  insurgent  ei^ 
tal  superior  to  those  of  his  professional  brethren,  and  sui)erior  entBtpM 

in  availing  himself  of  them. 

•  •••••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLLOI  H.  SEWABD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  rf-c,  &c.y  dtc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[Extract.] 

No.  640.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Landonj  April  7,  Ifiti 
Sir:  •#•••••• 

In  regard  to  the  notice  sent  to  me  in  your  No.  883,  of  the  22A  MtfA 
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tJie  spurious  character  of  the  paper  called  Mr.  Mallory's  report,  I  lost 
time  in  giving  the  information  to  Lord  Russell.  I  had  had  some  con- 
sation  with  him  on  the  subject  on  Saturday  last,  and  wjis  aware  that 
Crown  lawyers  were  anxious  to  l)e  assured  upon  the  Subject.  I  there- 
)  addressed  a  note  to  his  lordshij),  which  appears  to  have  come  just 
ime  to  clear  him  from  an  embarassment  prepared  for  him  in  the 
ise  of  Lords  by  Lord  Clauricarde.  I  send  a  copy  of  my  note,  as  well 
I  report  of  the  debate  in  the  London  Times. 

Notwithstanding  the  avowal  of  Mr.  Beach,  I  am  still  strongly  inclined 
inspect  that  the  substance  of  that  paper  was  actually  taken  from  one 
tfr.  Mallory's  reports.  The  fact  that  none  of  the  rebel  agents  here 
ear  to  have  received  an  authority  to  contradict  it,  and  that  Lord 
Diiearde,  who  is  evidently  speaking  on  infonnation  supplied  by  them, 
>rts  to  mere  inferential  argument  against  its  genuine  chanicter, 
s  £w  to  confirm  that  idea.  There  has  been  opportunity  to  hear  from 
hmond  on  the  subject,  as  I  have  occasion  to  know,  in  connection  with 
er  matters.  From  extracts  taken  from  the  report  of  the  committee 
investigation  into  the  aftairs  of  Mr.  Mallorj's  department,  as  I  find 
m  printed  from  the  Richmond  i)apers,  it  appears  that  none  of  his  re- 
ts have  ever  been  printed  by  authority.  Hence,  I  am  led  to  infer 
t  if  some  of  the  statements  in  Mr.  Beach's  paper,  which  carry  internal 
ilence  of  an  authentic  source,  were  really  obtained  from  Richmond, 
y  must  have  been  obtained  surreptitiously,  and  in  a  manner  to  hazard 
safety  of  the  persons  concerned  in  case  of  exposure. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHxVRLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
loD.  William  H.  Seward, 

SecreUiry  of  State. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  4,  1864. 

Iy  Lobd  :  In  connection  with  the  subject  of  the  report  of  Mr.  Mal- 
r,  the  insurgent  secretary  of  the  navy,  about^ which  I  had  some  con- 
sation  with  your  lordship  on  Saturday,  I  have  the  honor  to  apprise 
I  that  I  have  just  received  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Seward,  informing  me 
t,  after  most  diligent  inquiries,  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the  sup- 
led  report  is  admitted  by  the  editor  of  the  New  York  Sun  to  have 
!n  prepared  by  himself  for  the  columns  of  that  newspaper,  in  which 
first  appeared. 

Oie  reason  assigned  for  this  extraordinary  proceeding  is  the  desire  of 
ating  the  impression  that  he  had  means  of  communicating  \vith  the 
'or^nt  capital  superior  to  those  of  his  professional  bretlii'en.  The 
t  is,  that  the  same  lyewspaper  already  had  earned  that  reputation,  so 
it  there  seems  to  have  been  scarcely  an  adequate  cause  for  resorting 
80  discreditable  a  step.  I  therefore  still  incline  to  believe  in  the  cor- 
tness  of  the  conjecture  made  by  me  to  your  lordship,  that  the  infor- 
tion  contained  in  the  paper  had  been  suri'eptitiously  obtained  from 
twes  which- the  editor,  being  now  forced  to  act,  is  unwilling  to  expose, 
h,  however,  can  make  no  diflference  in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which 
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that  paper  must  now  be  viewed.    I  hasten  to  give  this  infonnatioiitl 
your  lordship,  in  order  that  no  further  reliance  may  be  placed  upon  it, 
1  pray  your  lordship  to  aecept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  conai- 
eration  with  which  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obediflik 
servant 

'  CHAELES  FEAKCIS  ADA24a 

Right  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  cfcc,  cfcc,  cfec. 


CASE  OF  THE  AMPHION. 
Mr.  Admns  to  Mr  ^Seward, 

[Extract.  1 

No.  628.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  March  23, 1864. 

Sib  :  A  representation  made  by  Mr.  Morse  in  regard  to  a  supposed 
outfit  of  a  war  vessel  recently  sold  by  the  government  has  led  to  an  er- 
change  of  notes  with  the  Foreign  Office,  copies  of  which  are  herewith 

transmitted. 

•  •  •'•  •  •  •  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant., 

CHARLES  FRAl^CIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Seeretury  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LandoHj  March  18, 1864. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the 0(^5 
of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  of  the  Unitew 
States  at  this  port,  relative  to  another  war  vessel,  lately  belonging  tt) 
her  Majesty's  govemraeftt,  which  is  fitting  out  under  suspicious  circnm- 
stances. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurancss  of  the  highest  consid 
eration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eabl  Eussell,  rfrc,  cfec,  cfec. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adanis.* 

United  States  Consulate, 

Londofij  March  17, 1864 

SiB:  Some  time  since  the  screw  steamer  Amphion,  a  fifty-gun  ddfd 
war,  was  sold  out  of  her  Majesty's  service,  as  was  supposed,  for  brmmt 
up.    She  has  recently  had  some  partial  repairs  made  on  iKer,  and  t» 
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ffryorjQTy  masts  put  in,  as  thoufjh  preparing  for  a  short  voyage, 
has  had  steam  up  once  or  twice  this  week,  as  if  preparing  to  move 
fDftof  dock.  Her  fittings  as  a  ship  of  war  are  still  complete;  and  I  am 
informed  that  the  real  owners,  or  their  agents  here,  intend  to  move  her 
to  some  more  quiet  locality,  where  a  thorough  refitting  will  attract  less 
attention. 

She  is  not  registered,  nor  has  there  been  any  notice  given  at  either 
CDStom-house  or  registry  office  of  an  intention  to  register. 

She  is  now  in  the  Victoria  dock,  London,  and  may  leave  at  any  time 
ihen  the  tide  serves  for  leaving  tlie  d(K*ks.  Permit  me  to  suggest  the 
propriety  of  asking  the  attention  of  the  government  here  to  this  ship, 
ihat  there  may  not  be  another  escape,  and  a  repetition  of  the  liapi)a- 
kannock  case,  which  I  have  reason  to  fear  is  the  intention  of  those  con- 
twUiug  her. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfulljy',  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MORSE,  Co7i8ul. 
Hon.  C.  F.  Adams, 

United  States  Minister, 


Lord  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  March  18, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  date,  calling  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  goveniment  to  the  cir- 
oimstances  under  which  the  Amphion,  a  vessel  lately  sold  out  of  her 
Kajesty's  navy,  is  being  fitted  out  for  sea,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
ywthat  I  have  lost  no  time  in  forwarding  a  copy  of  your  note  to  the 
iecretar}'  of  state  for  the  home  department. 

The  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  was  directed  to  this  vessel 
in  January  last,  but  it  turned  out,  upon  inquiry,  that  she  was  lying  in 
the  Victoria  docks  completely  dismantled  and  dismasted,  with  no  signs 
rf  any  fitting  out  for  sea  having  commenced ;  and  the  impression  among 
tte  dock  officials  was  that  it  was  intended  to  employ  her  as  an  emigrant 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
•hdient,  humble  servant, 

*  RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  etc.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

^0.635.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  1, 1864. 

Sib!  In  connection  with  my  dispatch  No.  628,  of  23d  of  March,  I  now 
teuismit  a  copy  of  Lorfl  EusselPs  note  of  the  26th,  in  reply  to  my  repre- 
<^tation  about  the  Amphion. 

Bus  vessel  was  about  to  leave  the  docks  yesterday,  on  what  is  called 

<Wal  trip.    She  remains  in  all  res[)ects  what  she  was  when  sold,  a  war 

*p,  and  suitable  for  little  else.    To  fit  her  for  sea,  however,  wDl  yet  take 

Mm  time.    The  impression  is  general  among  the  people  in  the  neigh- 

hriiood,  who  watch  her  movements,  that  she  is  preparing  for  the  use  of 


i 
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the  rebels,  but  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  secure  any  evidence  of  a  clMff- 
acter  that  will  weigh  with  this  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State., 


Lord  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  March  26, 186i 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  I  have  the  houM 
to  state  to  you  that  it  appears,  from  further  inquiries  which  her  Majesty 
government  have  instituted  with  regard*  to  the  Amphion,  tliat  that  V6fr 
sel  is  being  actively  fitted  out  Jor  sea;  but  her  Majesty's  government  are 
ad\'i8ed  that,  whatever  maybe  the  nature  of  the  '*  fitting  ouf  now  going 
on,  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  it  is  in  violation  of  the  foreign  enlisfc- 
ment  act,  and  that  under  these  circumstances  no  case  appears  to  be  madf 
out  for  their  interference  with  regard  to  this  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  mo0l 
obedient,  humble  servaiUt, 

EUSSELL 

Charles  Francis  ^Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  d-c,  ct-c. 


Jlfr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  904.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  Apnl  7, 1864, 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  23d  of  March,  No.  628,  has  been  receivrf 
and  your  proceedings  therein  related  in  regard  to  the  supposed  outfit  o 
the  screw  steamer  Amphion  are  approved.  The  frank  explanations whid 
Earl  Eussell  so  properly  made  upon  that  subject  are  appreciated  by  thi 
government. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  serv^ant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <to.,  cfec,  &c. 


Mr.  Adcmis  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  645.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  8, 1864. 

Sir  :  The  Amphion  has  left  this  port.  On  the  2d  instant  Lord  Boasd 
wrote  me  a  note  in  answer  to  my  representation,  a  copy  of  which  is  train 
mitte^l.  You  have  a  copy  of  the  latter  already  with  my  dispatch  He 
628,  of  the  23d  March.    Mr.  Morse  writes  me,  since  these  events,  iha 

he  is  not  quite  sure  that  the  vessel  may  not  be  for  Denmark. 

•  ••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FBANOIS  ADAMB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


• 
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JEarl  Bnssell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  2, 1864. 

b:  Referring  to  my  letter  of  the  2Gtli  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to 

e  to  you  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  had  before  them  fur- 
reports  addressed  to  the  home  department  respecting  the  prepara- 

s  making  for  sending  the  Amphion  to  sea,  and  the  service  on  which 
intend^  to  employ  her;  and  that  her  Majesty's  government  are 

n  advised  that  there  is  no  evidence  tending  to  show  any  actual  or 

emplated  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  in  this  case. 

have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 

iient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

blables  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  d-c,  d;o.,  d;c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adaim. 

W8.]  Department  of  State, 

Washhigtonj  April  23,  1864. 

[E:  Your  dispatch  of  April  8,  Ko.  645,  has  been  received,  together 
1  pax)er8  annexed.  Of  these  papers  a  portion  relate  to  the  case  of 
Ami)hion,  and  another  portion  to  enlistments  for  the  insurgents  in 
at  Britain.  Your  proceedings  in  these  matters  are  ai)proved.  It  is 
lerely  to  be  hoi>ed  that  the  apprehensions  we  have  indulged  in  regard 
he  Amphion  will  prove  groundless,  as  Earl  Russell  autliorizes  us  to 
pose.  I  regret  that  the  prospect  of  enforcing  the  law  against  such 
^  enUstments  as  are  mentioned  seems  so  very  unsatisfactory. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIA3I  H.  SEWARD. 

IHABLEB  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  iScc.y  (bc.j  (tc. 


CASE  OF  THE  HAWK. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.^  Seward. 

666.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  22,  1864. 

IB:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  a  note  addressed  by  me 
Old  Russell,  of  the  16th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  outfit  of  the 
mer  Hawk,  and  his  acknowledgment  of  it,  dated  the  18th.  Mr. 
ley's  letter,  on  which  the  representation  is  based,  was  sent  to  you 
ireek,  as  it  came  to  me  so  addressed,  probably  by  mistake. 
16  Hawk  is  represented  to  have  left  the  Clyde,  her  destination  alleged 
5  London;  but,  thus  far,  her  arrival  here  has  not  been  announced. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

m.  William  H.  Sewabb, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RusselU 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londatiy  April  16, 186i 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  theoQfjf 
of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  J)y  Mr.  Dudley,  consul  of  the  United  Statal 
at  Liverpool,  touching  a  steam  vessel  in  process  of  construction  andoal^ 
fit  at  Renfrew,  on  the  Clyde.  My  information  of  the  nature  of  the  wait 
put  into  this  vessel  convinced  me,  some  time  since,  that  she  was  oA 
intended  for  ordinary  trade.  Later  circumstances,  more  and  more  &* 
tinctly,  j)oint  out  her  destination  and  object  to  be  to  carry  on  hostiUtfai 
against  the  commerce  of  the  United  States.  The  diflSculty  of  obtaiiiing 
direct  evidence  in  cases  of  this  kind  has  of  late  increased  in  proportioB 
to  the  apprehension  felt  by  the  parties  engaged  of  the  consequences  d 
detection.  I  shall,  therefore,  confine  myself  to  a  representation  of  the 
case  as  it  has  been  laid  before  me  in  this  letter,  and  to  solicit  attentioB 
to  it  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedi«il 
servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. . 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  cfcc,  cfcc,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  13, 1864. 

Sir:  1  have  information,  that  I  regard  as  entirely  reliable,  that  I 
steam  vessel  built  by  Hendersons'  at  Renfrew  on  the  Clyde,  and  now  al 
their  yard,  called  the  Hawk,  is  being  secretly  fitted  out  as  a  privateer 
for  the  insurgents,  to  make  war  against  the  government  of  the  United 
States.  My  information  is  that  she  is  being  fitted  out  under  the  super* 
intendence  of  Captain  James  I).  Bullock,  the  well  known  agent  in  this 
country  of  the  so-called  southern  confederacy.  About  three  wedB 
ago  this  man  Bullock  went  up  to  Glasgow  and  inspected  this  vesaelj 
since  then  they  have  put  do^^^l  another  deck  over  the  onci  shft  hadwM 
launched,  strengthened  her  timbers,  put  up  hammocks  toaccommodalBi 
crew  of  over  one  hundred  men,  and  erected  cabins  for  some  twelve  (Sr 
cers ;  that  the  coal  bunkers  are  so  arranged  around  the  boilers  as  tt 
protect  them  from  shot  or  shell ;  in  a  word,  that  she  is  being  fitted  up  te 
war  and  not  commercial  purposes,  and  is  to  be  armed  and  used  l^  thB 
insurgents  against  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

She  has  her  engines  in,  sails  set,  and  will  be  ready  for  sea  in  a  irodt 
or  ten  days.    I  have  no  e\adence,  and  it  may  be  impossible  to  obtA 
any,  as  they  are  conducting  all  their  operations  with  gi^t  caatian  9ti 
secrecy.    But  of  the  truth  of  the  facts  as  stated  I  have  no  doubt. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDIiBT. 

Hon*  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adavis. 

Foreign  Office,  April  18, 1864. 

8iB:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
Wi  instant,  indosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  &om  the  United  States  consul 
Itliyerpool,  respecting  a  vessel  called  the  Hawk,  in  process  of  con- 
junction and  ou&t,  at  Kenfrew,  on  the  Clycle,  and  I  have  the  honor  to 
Mma  you  that  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  had  been 
ibeady  directed  to  this  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
dndient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Chables  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  c&c,  d-c,  (be. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

K0.729.J  Legation  of  the  Unitep  States, 

London^  June  23, 1864. 

SiB:  In  connection  with  your  dispatch  No.  96G,  of  the  28th  of  May,  I 
BOW  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  my  note  to  Lord  Russell  of  the 
18th  instant,  covering  a  representation  made  t^  me  by  Mr.  Morse,  the 
consul  at  this  port,  of  the  case  of  the  steamer  Hawii,  and  of  his  lord- 
Aip'ij  reply  dated  the  20th. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William*  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  June  18, 1864. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  copy 
€f  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  of  the  United  States 
inrtfais  po^,  relating  to  the  case  of  the  steamer  Hawk. 

The  observations  made  by  Mr.  Morse  appear  to  me  to  apply  with  equal 
face  to  the  Alexandra,  which  Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  at  Liverpool, 
iiforms  me  to  be  in  preparation  for  similar  purposes. 

I  am  instructed  by  my  government  to  represent  to  your  lordship  that 
fte  fact  that  the  parties  engaged  in  these  enteq^rises  succeed  in  disguis- 
ing their  operations  to  escai)e  detection  so  far  as  is  necessary  to  evade 
tte  laws  of  this  kingdom  designed  to  prevent  them  does  not  appear  in 
nqr  way  to  diminish  the  very  grave  nature  of  the  injury  committed 
igainst  an  innoeent,  friendly  nation. 

The  practical  consequence,  if  not  guarded  against,  is  not  milikely  to 
become  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  warfare  on  the  ocean,  carried 
on  from  every  maritime  country,  without  regard  to  international  Qbliga- 
tions  and  without  responsibility.  I  need  scarcely  point  out  to  your  lord- 
ship that  under  such  practices  those  nations  which  have  the  moat  extended 
oommerce  are  subject  to  the  severest  injuries.  I  am  directed  to  say  that 
Ihe  United  States  are  not  less  earnest  on  this  subject  now  than  when 
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they  last  year  remonstrated  against  the  outfit  of  the  vessels,  some «( 
which  have  since  been  diverted  from  their  original  destination. 

I  i)ray  your  lordship  to  accq)t  the  assurances  of  the  highest  conrid- 
eration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedieal 
sen^ant, 

CmVELES  FRANCIS  ADAM! 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Eussell,  c&c,  c&c,  dtc. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Londofij  June  15, 1S6L 

Sir:  During  an  interview  with  you  quite  early  last  spring  I  caDei 
your  attention  to  the  steamer  Hawk,  then  just  launched  at  Renfi%w,fli 
the  Clyde.    About  the  same  time  I  also  communicated  to  our  consols  rf;! 
Glasgow  and  Liverpool  all  the  information  that  had  reached  me  in  regari'^ 
to  her.    But  as  she  recently  came  into  this  port,  and  will  soon,  in  soai 
capacity,  go  into  active  service,  for  the  so-called  Confederate  States^I 
think  it  proper  Ijliat  I  should  again  ask  your  attention  to  her,  and  bf 
before  you  such  reliable  fact«  as  have  come  to  my  knowledge  eonceminf 
her,  notwithstanding  yoiu*  rexicnt  conespondence  with  the  British  gor^ 
emment  in  regjud  to  her.    Owing  to  the  extreme  pnulence  and  reticenfll 
of  those  who  direct  and  execute  rebel  operations  in  this  country,  and  tW^ 
skill  in  evading  thft  laws  which  thre<*  years'  experience  has  taught  fhei%  j 
I  have  fcmnd  it  quite  impossible  to  procure  such  legiil  evidence  as  is  hoi  ■ 
required  for  her  detention  and  condemnation.  But  all  the  facts  I  propoiB 
to  state  I  am  confident  are  substantially  correct  and  reliable. 

The  Hawk  is  a  new  and  strongly  built  iron  screw  8t<>amer,  of  abort 
eight  hundred  tons  burden,  and  was  built  by  Messrs.  Henderson,  Coto* 
man  &  Co.,  at  Kenfrew,  on  the  Clyde.    She  was  examined  wliDe  on  the 
stocks  by  Captain  Bullock,  of  the  so-called  confederate  navy,  and  thfli 
purchased  by  Thomas  Sterling  Begbics  of  London,  as  I  have  not  tlie 
slightest  doubt,  either  for  the  so  calh»d  Confederate  States,  or  foroertaiB 
citizens  thereof.    AMien  purclia.led  her  deck  was  laid  and  her  acoomm^ 
dations  arranged  for  the  usual  number  of  officers  and  men  carried  by  ■ 
steamers  of  her  class  in  merchant  service.    Immediately  after  she  wai 
purchased  by  Mr.  Begbie  her  arrang(»ments  for  the  accommodation  rf 
officers  and  men  were  entirely  changed  and  made  to  conform  to  thofieif 
a  regular  man-of-war.    This  enlarged  accommodation  for  cofimissioned 
and  warrant  officers,  seamen,  and  others  t.akes  up  so  much  space  in  the  a 
vessel  as  to  largely  diminish  her  cai)acity  for  cargo.    After  she  wai  ? 
laiuiched  side  passages  were  made  under  deck  on  each  side  connectisf  ^ 
the  forward  with  the  after  pjirt  of  the  ship.    These  passages  were  formed  j 
by  running  an  iron  floor  from  the  lower  fonvard  deck  through  the  coat  ^ 
bunkers  and  engine-room  to  the  after  deck.  '. 

The  entire  floor  of  these  passages  is  supported  by  strong  iron  braoeB| 
and  there  are  iron  bulkheads  run  from  its  inner  edge  up  to  the  deA 
thus  making  a  closed-in  passage  way  on  each  side  of^e  ship,  about 
four  feet  wide,  and  say  about  seven  feet  high,  running  fore  and  alb 
through  coal-bunkers,  engine  and  tire  rooms.    K  the  Hawk  W5is  intendai 
for  a  uiere  trading  vessel,  for  what  is  such  an  arrangement  iutendedt 
It  is  hardly  to  be  supposed  that  so  much  space  would  be  given  on  aaA 
side  of  the  ship  merely  to  form  a  new  mode  of  communication  betwen 
the  fore  and  aft«r  pai*t  of  the  vessel.    Is  it  not  more  reasonable  to  Bop- 
pose  that  these  side  passages  or  spaces  are  to  be  used  as  depositories  of 
GoaJ,  cotton,  and  other  substances  for  the  protection  of  engines  and 
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M*s  agaiDSt  cannon  shot;  and  if  so,  is  it  not  clearly  equipment  for 
purposes  t 

ftr  decks  were  first  laid  of  tliree  and  one-half  inches  deck  plank,  the 
I  thickness  for  vessels  of  the  size  of  the  Hawk,  and  abundantly 
c  for  any  vessel  of  her  class,  if  intended  for  any  branch  of  inercan- 
xade.  After  she  was  sold  another  three  and  one-half  inches  cover- 
v»s  laid  over  the  first  deck,  making  her  deck  when  completed  seven 
?s  thick.  As  this  second  covering  of  deck  plank  was  entirely  use- 
for  any  mercantile  puri)ose,  was  it  not  put  on  to  stiffen  the  upper 
of  the  ship  and  deaden  the  shock  she  might  receive  from  the  recoil 
ins  when  discharged  from  her  deck!  These  alterations  and  her 
fluent  and  fittings  were  done  by  the  direction  of  Captain  Bullock, 
le  so-called  confederate  navy.  This  Captain  Bullock  visited  her 
ral  times  while  in  the  process  of  completion,  and  once,  in  company 

Mr.  Henderson,  the  builder.  Smith,  acting  purser,  and  Captain 
aes,  the  acting  agent  of  Begbie  in  fitting  and  equipinng  vessels  for 
made  a  thorough  examination  of  her  and  directed  various  alterations 
5  made,  which  were  made  by  the  builders,  Messrs.  llenderson  &  Co. 
ock  was  midoubtedlj'  the  chief  superintendent  and  director  in  the 
liase  and  fitting  out  of  the  Ilawk,  Holmes  and  Sm^th  both  looking 
im  for  instructions,  «iiid  yet  she  stands  registereain  Mr.  Begbie's 
e,  he  being  put  forward  as  the  pjetended  owner  to  give  her  protection 
I  she  can  be  placed  safely  in  confederate  hands.  The  llawk  left 
frew  for  London  Apiil  10,  1804.    She  touched  at  Greenock  and  took 

few  men,  and  then  came  on  towards  London.  '•After  a  passage  of 
•e  days,  during  which  she  made  about  ten  and  a  half  knots  per  hour, 
arrived  near  the  mouth  of  the  Thames,  where  she  remained  in  some 
cure  place  about  three  weeks. 

Hiy  she  was  detained  there  so  long,  whether  to  comi)lete  her  equip- 
it  and  fittings  or  merely  detained  for  orders,  I  am  at  present  unable 
nforni  vou. 

Ihe  next  came  up  to  Gray's  ThuiTock,  a  short  distance  this  side  of 
ivesend,  and  from  thence  into  Victoria  docks,  London,  where  she 
lained  at  anchor,  unconnected  ^nth  t\w  shore  except  by  row-boats, 
til  June  13,  when  she  was  taken  out  h\  gn^at  haste,  and  brought  to  an 
!hor  off  Woolwich.  While  she  lay  in  the  Thames  and  Londim  docks, 
perstm  was  allowed  to  go  on  board  without  permission  liom  her  first 
icer,  who  is  a  Lieutenant  Knox,  of  the  so-called  confedeiate  navy, 
e  oiily  boatman  in  attendance  to  take  oft"  persons  who  wished  to  go 
boiinl  ^pears  to  have  been  carefully  instructed  in  his  duty,  and  to 
TO  peifofmed  it  satisfactorily  to  his  employers,  lie  first  asked  the 
me  of  the  visitor,  where  he  belonged,  the  nature  of  his  business  with 
i  steamer,  why  he  wished  to  go  on  board,  &c.,  &c.    lie  would  then  go 

to  the  vessel  and  report  the  case  to  Lieutenant  Knox  and  receive  his 
rtmctions  whether  to  take  the  person  on  board  or  not.  This  Lieuten- 
t  Knox  was,  I  understand,  first  oflicer  in  the  rebel  steamer  Eugenie 
len  she  was  driven  on  shore,  and  captain  of  the  Robert  E.  Lee  when 
B  was  captured.  Both  of  these  steamers  belonged  to  the  insurgents 
their  govemigent.  Lieutenant  Knox  made  api)lication  for  an  exam- 
ition,  and  I  think  was  examined  for  a  captaincy  in  the  British  merc^n- 
3  service,  so  that  he  might  act  as  master  in  taking  out  from  English 
rts  confederate  steamers.  But  failing,  if  he  appeared  for  examina- 
D,  to  obtain  a  commission  as  captain  in  the  British  merchant  service, 
has  gone  first  officer  on  the  Hawk,  with  the  understanding,  it  is  said, 
kt  he  shall  command  her  when  she  leaves  Bermuda. 
the  took  on  board  in  this  port  some  bar  iron  and  a  quantity  of  deal 
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cases,  the  contents  of  wliicli  we  were  unable  to  learn.  When  she  cane 
into  dock  here  she  had  two  or  three  British  custom-house  officers  on 
board.  She  had  probably  been  under  the  observation  of  such  offioen 
since  leaving  the  Clyde. 

This  crutiny  over  her  movements  was  no  doubt  one  of  the  consequeneei 
of  your  correspondence  with  the  British  government  in  regard  to  hcE 
It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  while  here,  under  the  observation  of  gw 
eniment  officers,  they  would  suffer  anything  to  be  done  which  is  hm 
considered  in  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  or  the  Queen's  p» 
clamation.  Although  many  circumstances  connected  with  her  show  thai 
she  is  to  be  a  confederate  belligerent  ship,  yet  while  in  this  port  and 
passing  through  the  formalities  necessary  to  be  observed  on  going  to 
sea,  those  who  controlled  her  were  carefid  to  keep  within  the  letter  d 
the  law,  though  it  is  not  probable  that  they  succeeded  in  disguising  ha 
true  character.  She  has  an  English  register,  in  which  Thomas  Sterlim 
Begbie,  a  London  merchant,  is  named  as  sole  owner.  Her  crew  wa 
shipped  at  the  Sailor's  Home  in  this  city,  a  government  shipping  oflftcft 
They  shipi)ed  for  the  run  out ;  received  one  mouth's  aclvanced  warn 
with  a  promise  of  two  months'  wages  in  addition  on  arriving  out.  ota 
cleared  under  thp  protection  of  English  papers  and  the  English  flag,  and 
is  bound,  it  is  given  out,  for  Bermuda,  an  English  island. 

From  the  fact  that  she  was  piuchased,  equipi)ed,  and  fitted  under  fli 
directions  of  Captain  Bullock ;  that  after  the  purchase  she  was  changed 
so  as  to  accommodate  wardroom  officers  aft  and  warrant  officers  aal 
over  one  hundred  men  forward  of  the  engines ;  that  she  wa«  gteMj 
stiffened  in  the  upper  deck  to  enable  her  to  bear  the  recoil  of  guns  whfli 
discharged ;  that  arrangements  have  l>een  made  for  protecting  her  » 
gines  and  boiler  against  shot ;  that  the  greatest  secrecy  and  caulki 
were  observed  in  regard  to  her  while  in  this  port ;  and  that  a  lieutenaii 
in  the  rebel  navy  is  acting  as  her  first  officer,  and  from  many  other  tatt^ 
and  circumstances  knoA\7i  to  me,  I  am  satisfied  that  she  belongs  to  til 
so-called  confederate  government,  and  that  said  government  intends  ti 
use  her  for  purijoses  of  war,  or  for  committing  depredations  agaiiNl 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States.  There  is  a  possibility  that  dM 
niay  go  to  some  continental  port  to  receive  her  armament  and  men,  (K 
take  them  ui  at  sea.  But  should  she  go  to  Bermuda,  in  confonnitj 
with  her  clearance  from  this  port,  pennit  me  to  suggest  the  propriety « 
requesting  the  British  government  to  give  her  some  attention  on  her 
arrival  out. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MORSE,  ConsuL 

Hon.  Charles  F.  Adams, 

United  States  Minister. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  June  20, 1864. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  #f  your  letter  o 
the  18th  instant,  and  its  inclosure,  respecting  the  Hawk,  and  I  havett 
honor  to  state  to  you  that  her  Majesty's  government  vnH  cause  fturtbc 
inquiries^to  be  made  with  respect  to  that  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  moi 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

BUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  d-c,  cfcc,  &c. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

i3S.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  July  7,  1864. 

B:  In  anwer  to  the  representation  made  by  me  to  Lord  Itussell,  con- 
ug  the  fitting  out  of  the  steamer  Hawk,  as  reported  in  my  dispatch 
29^  of  the  2M  of  June,  I  have  now  the  lionor  to  transmit  a  copy  of 
rdship's  note  of  the  4th  instant. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obcMlient  servant, 

CUAKLES  FKANCIS  ADAMS, 
a.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  July  4, 1804. 

; :  With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  2()th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor 
orni  you  that  it  aj)pear8  from  further  irupiirics  ♦hich  have  been 
by  the  boa];ti  of  customs  with  respect  to  the  Hawk,  that  vessel  left 
iotoria  docks  on  the  13th  ultimo,  and  is  stated  to  have  passed 
esHfud  on  the  following  day,  cleared  for  Bermuda. 
e  commissioners  of  customs  repoit  that  the  carg^  of  the  Hawk  con- 
l  of  iron,  iron  bar,  bar  steel,  and  divers  aiticles  of  merchandise; 
some  of  the  packages  were  examined  by  their  oHicers,  but  that 
ng  of  a  suspicious  nature  was  found  therein. 

e  commissioners  add  that  they  an*,  informed  that  their  officers  liad 
fficiilty  in  going  over  every  part  of  the  ship,  and  that  in  so  doing  they 
nothing  whatever  to  anmse  any  suspicion  of  the  vess(»l ;  that  she 
ared  to  be  a  very  fast  merchant  shij),  and  that  the  general  opinion 
s  to  have  been  that  she  was  not  fitted  for  war  jinrposes,  her  iron 
■s  being  so  thin  and  light. 

lave  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
ient,  humble  servant, 

KUSSELL. 
)n.  William  H.  ^ewabd. 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.] 

]19.\  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

•  London^  February  lit,  1865. 

B :  I  have  t|>e  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  corresi)ondence  held  with 
Bossell  on  the  subject  of  outfits  of  vessels  for  account  of  the 

•  •••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

CHAELES  FBANCIS  ADAMS. 
m.  WnxiAM  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  EusselL 

United  States  Legation, 

London^  January  14, 1865. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  eousideration  the  ixffff. 
of  a  letter  received  from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  this  plao^  f; 
furnishing  information  of  certain  proceedings,  believed  to  be  couducte^Vj 
in  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  this  kingdom. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  oonsidenh.j 
tion  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship-s  moak: 
obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMa 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  cCc,  dc,  cfcc. 


Mr,  Morse  to  Mr,  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

London,  January  10, 1865. 

Sir  :  On  the  loth  day  of  June,  1804,  I  addressed  to  you  a  letter  cofr 
taining  a  detailed  statement  of  the  i)urchase  and  equipment  of  the  BritidL 
screw-steamer  Hawk,  as  I  believed,  for  a  rebel  privateer.  For  all  pil!:i 
ticulars  in  reference  to  the  fitting,  equipment,  &c.,  of  this  vessel,  permit! 
me  to  refer  you  to  that  letter,  all  the  statements  of  which  I  still  belieWlS 
to  be  entirely  correct.  I  may  add  that  one  of  the  builders,  I  have  leamri^ 
stated  while  in  London,  near  the  time  the  Hawk  left,  that  he  had  be0|| 
obliged  to  give  a  guarantee  that  she  should  not  go  into  the  i>osse88iM(] 
of  the  (confederates,  to  be  used  as  a  belligerent  shii).  I  have  no  mettl: 
of  verifying  this  statement,  or  if  true,  how  long  a  time  the  guarantes ' 
\vas  to  extend  over.  The  Hawk  left  for  Bermuda  on  the  13th  June  bs^, 
with  Lieutenant  Knox  of  the  rebel  navy,  as  chief  officer,  and  a  Mr/ 
Ai'cher  of  Siiid  navy  as  the  real  engineer-in-chief,  though  a  Mr.  C.  Ho8ld% 
of  12  York  street.  East  Stepney,  was  nominally  so.  The  Hawk  staid  at 
Burmuda  between  five  and  sixnumths,  entirely  idle,  and  some  three  weetoi 
ago  r(»turned  to  Liveq)ool,  and  about  a  week  ago  to  the  port  of  Londoi*, 
Mr.  Archer,  a  chief  engineer  in  the  rebel  service,  who  went  out  in  hera^ 
June  last  to  Bermuda,  remained  on  board  or  attached  to  her  all  the  tiaft 
she  lay  doing  nothing  in  port,  wliich  was  nearly  six  mouths,  audretunut 
in  her  to  Liverpool. 

This  vessel  was  undoubtedly  fitted  and  intended  for  a  privateer^  W 
what  kept  her  so  long  lying  idle  at  Bermuda  I  know  not,  unless  it  ta 
true  that  her  builders  or  owners  were  umler  bonds  not  to  let  her  !»•. 
into  belligerent  hands.    I  have  b(?en  informed,  on  authority  which  i% 
such  nuitters  has  rarely  erred,  that  she  will  yet  go  out  as  a  private«t,  i 
and  that  very  soon,  too.    It  is  now  said  she  will  he  sold,*and  got  outil  ^ 
some  way  at  once,  but  she  stands  to-day  registered  in  the  name  of  Thoma*  « 
Sterling  JBegbie,  and  was  mortgaged  on  the  12th  December  last  to  Mr. 
William  Boyle,  Barthoknuew  lload,  Kentishtown,  for  £20,000.  I  think  the 
attention  of  the  British  government  should  agaiu  be  called  to  her. 

I  leani,  from  authority  considered  entirely  reliable,  that  the  rebel 
officers  in  this  country  expeet  to  get  two  privateers  out  of  this  coantzy 
before  the  close  of  February.  Captain  Bullock,  Lieutenants  Carter  aoA 
Da\idson  are  now  in  London,  it  is  supposed  in  connection  with  them. 


•  ^ 
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One  other  strongly  suspicious  if  not  entirely  confirmatory  circumstance 
JR,  that  there  are  now  in  I-iondon  forty-seven  men  under  the  care  of  a 
bosirdiii^-liouse  keeper  by  the  name  of  Captnin  Earley,  who  expect  to 
leave,  jH^rhaps  to-morrow,  to  meet  a  rebel  i»rivat(»er  somewhere,  they  do 
Dot  know  where.    These  men  are  mostly  English,  and  came,  many  of 
ttem,  from  the  pirate  Florida,  and  some  from  the  Kappahannock,  still 
itCalais,  and  used  as  a  ivceivinj;  ship.    They  have  nn^eived  onhMs  for 
£10 bounty  eiich,  which  they  exi)ect  to  <^et  this  evening,  and  I  may  know 
twnorrow  who  pays  it.    Thes<'  men  do  not  hesitate  to  say  to  tliose  whom 
tter  think  they  can  trust,  that  tliey  are  positively  cn^a;;:ed  for  a  priva- 
te, and  the  fact  that  most  of  thcMu  have  served  in  rebel  privateers,  and 
tbe  strong  desii*e  they  express  of  a^ain  ^ettin^  at  the  work  of  plunder- 
iig  American  ships  on  account  of  the  plunder  they  were  allowed  to  aj>i)ro- 
priate  to  their  own  use,  certainly  gives  strength  to  their  declarations. 

The  side-wheel  steamer  City  of  Kichmond,  which  h»ft  this  ixnt  this 
ifternoou,  or  i-ather  the  dock,  has  created  some  suspicion,  principally  on 
ccount  of  her  side  '*  to  foreigners,''  and  her  transfer  to  Edward  Lister 
rollMjurne,  of  Trenmons  ccmnty  of  Chester.  This  steamer  was  built  at 
'ubittowu  for  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company,  and  was  com- 
lete<l  in  June  last.  She  is  six  hundred  and  fourteen  tons  gross,  and 
as  transferreil  entire  to  the  above  (Jolbourne  on  the  24th  of  l)e<'ember 
ist,  only  itro  f?</y«  after  her  side  "  to  foreigners."  ller  crew  were  sliii)ped 
?gularly  at  the  Sailors'  Home.  1  understand  she  has  not  much  cargo 
Q  boanl,  but  a  large  anumnt  of  stores.  Her  master's  name  is  William 
CDtt.  What  1  fear  is  that  she  will  be  used  as  a  supply-ship  to  some 
tivatei^r,  and  will  l)e  detained  down  the  river  to  receive  the  i)rivateers- 
a^n  who  are  kept  here  to  be  sent  to  their  shij>. 

Edward  Lester  (or  Lister)  Golbourne  holds  the  whole  of  the  steamer 
lattlesnake,  a.s  well  as  the  City  of  Richmond,  in  his  own  name,  and 
imears  to  be  a  person  us(h1  by  the  confederates  to  cover  steamers  actu- 
iBy  owned  by  tliem. 

The  City  of  Kichmond  was  called  Ovalon  while  owned  by  the  Railway 
[yompauv,  and  her  name  was  changed  when  she  was  ''sold  to  foreigners," 
Ml  the  fid  of  DecendKT,  1804. 

Ill  the  hope  of  learning  to-day  where  the  i)rivateersmen  would  be  sent 
bo,  I  thought  it  expedient  to  keej)  this  pa  per  open  until  this  morning  lor 
ibis  pur]>oso.  I  am  now  able  to  saj*  that  abcmt  noon  to-day  the  men 
Were  sent  by  railroad  to  Greenhythe,  and  were  put  on  board  the  steamer 
City  of  Richmond.  This  vessel  cleared  for  Rermuda,  and  as  there  was 
iKrt  yesterdjiy,  the  day  she  sailed  or  went  out  of  dock,  any  authority 
indorsed  on  her  register  authorizing  her  captain  to  sell  her,  and  as  she 
theu  sUnhl  registered  in  the  name  of  E.  L.  (Jolbourne,  I  think  the  juob- 
sbilities  are  that  she  is  taking  men  and  stores,  i)ossibly  munitions  of  war 
iho,  to  simie  privateer.  The  orders  given  to  the  men  fori^lO  each  were 
diawn  by  Richanl  W.  Curtis,  un<l(»rstood  to  be  a  purser  in  the  rebel 
naval  service,  and  were  drawn  on  IL  V,  Maples,  No.  4  Arthur  stre(»t 
cut,  Lcmdon  Bridge,  and  are  dated  Lonchui,  January  t>,  1S(m.  An  at- 
tested copy  of  one  of  the  orders,  drawn  in  favor  of  William  Young,  is 
liereto  annexeil. 

Your  obe^lient  stTvant, 

F.  A.  :M0RSE,  Consul. 
Hon.  Charles  Feancis  Adams, 

United  iStates  Minister^  London, 
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London,  January  9, 18&>.  • 
Mr.  n.  P.  Maples, 
[stamp.]  4  Arthur  street  East^  London  Bridge  : 

Please  pay  William  Young,  or  order,  ten  ]x>uiids. 
£10.  UlCITD  W.  CURTI& 

Consulate  U.  S.  A.,  LoniofL 

The  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  order  in  the  hands  of  WiUim 
Yoiuig,  fireman,  late  of  tlie  Florida. 

JOSHUA  MUXN. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell.  i 

United  States  Legation, 

London,  January  14, 1865. 

My  Lord  :  Since  disx>atcliing  my  note  this  morning  I  have  receinl 
further  information  in  regard  to  the  subject  to  which  it  relates,  from  tW 
same  souive.  I  hast^^n  to  submit  to  your  lordship's  consideration  a  copj 
of  another  letter  from  ^Vlr.  Morse,  dfited  this  morning. 

I  pray  you  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  coDsidenk] 
tion  with  which  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  moit| 
obedient  servant,  j 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS.    ! 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  t(c,  c(c,  d'c.  - 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adams. 


1 
M 


United  States  Consulate,    ^    ■ 
London  J  January  14, 186i    : 

Sir  :  I  am  assured  by  oiu*  consular  agent  at  Calais,  and  other  eqaal^  ' 
reliable  sources  of  information,  that  forty  seamen  and  officers  left  Cahil 
at  midnight  on  Tuesday  night  last,  as  passengers  on  the  steamer  Velod^ 
for  London.    This  steamer  runs  between  Calais  and  London  on  the  Gci- 
eral  Steam  Navigation  Company's  line.    The  men  did  not  come  to  Lm- 
don,  but  were  i)ut  on  board  the  rebel  steamer  Cit>'  of  Richmond  some- 
where down  the  river.    When  those  who  controlled  the  City  of  Kide 
mojid  at  (jreenhythe  saw  that  their  movements  were  kept  under  ob8e^ 
vation,  the  steamer  w^as  got  under  way  with  all  disj^atch,  and  left  beUol , 
nine  or  ten  of  the  London  privateersmen,  who  went  down  to  the  tiiitj 
following  that  which  took  down  the  men  who  succeeded  in  getting flSj 
board.    Thirty-six  men,  all  of  whom  are  said  to  have  served  on  boiH 
either  the  Alabama,  Georgia,  or  Florida,  are  known  to  have  gondii - 
board  at  Greenhythe.    These,  with  the  forty  men  and  rebel  naval  oSMk 
from  Calais  who  joined  her  down  the  liver,  make  seventy-six  men  M 
board  the  City  of  Richmond,  which  she  is  taking  out  of  this  ootmtiytl 
sonu^  rebel  privateer. 

A  telegraph  from  Falmouth  last  evening,  not  received  till  this  moil- 
ing, informs  me  that  the  City  of  Richmond  had  not  then  anived  tiien^ 
but  was  exiMicted.  1  shall  be  promptly  notified  on  her  arrival  thM^ 
should  she  go  there.  The  man  calknl  Captain  Earley,  who  shipped  t1ie% 
went  down  the  river  on  the  steamer  with  them,  and  has  not  yet  retuniBli 
The  men  who  left  this  port  are  mostly  English  subjecta,  and  have  bM 
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k  the  rebel  privateering  service.  They  were  kept  under  observation 
and  particularly  cantioned  against  Ix^ing  dniwn  into  conversation  in 
refeif nee  to  their  sliii)nient  and  destination  by  any  i>erson,  and  no  testi- 
uony  eonld  be  obtained  from  them.  The  nine  or  ten  men  left  will  prob- 
iNy  be  sent  to  Calais,  or  to  the  City  of  Kicliniond  slionld  she  tonch  at 
Falmonth  for  coal,  or  at  any  other  port  on  tlie  English  coast.  Should 
tlie  goveniment  hei-e  think  it  a  cas<^  reciuiring  its  attenticm,  I  feel  quite 
iwe  all  that  these  men  know  in  reference  to  their  shipment  and  desti- 
Mtion  can  readily  be  obtained. 

Though  I  am  not  now  able  to  furnish  legal  proof  of  the  fact,  T  have  no 
doaUt  whatever  that  the  seventy -six  ])asscngers,  except  the  otUcers  on 
hwnl  the  City  of  Kichmond,  have  been  engaged  in  this  country  for  a 
ipIh»1  privateer.  Whether  tliey  are  to  join  tiie  Shenan(h)ali,  or  some 
ether  privateer  on  the  other  si<le  of  the  Atlantic;,  or  a  new  one  in  Euro- 
pean waters,  I  have  not  l)ee^  able  to  learn. 

I  learn  ahso  that  John  Seymour,  called  'sTohn  the  (ireek,'-  an<i  another 
iireigiier,  have  just  received  orders  to  enirage  num  for  the  rebel  service. 
I  i-emain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  II.  3I0RSE,  CoHHuL 
Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  Miniffter, 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

FoKKiGN  Office,  January  10,  1805. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  r(»c<Mpt  of  your  letters  of 
the  Uth  instant,  inclosing  coi)ies  of  two  letters,  dated  respectively  the 
lOtli  and  14th  of  this  month,  which  have  been  addressed  to  you  by  the 
Cnited  States  consul  in  London. 

I  have  the  honor  to  l>e,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

liUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  etc.,  i£-c.,  do. 


Lord  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams, 

FouEiCrN  Office,  January  27,  18r»5. 

Sib  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  KJth  instant,  I  have  the  honor 
toinfonn  you  that  it  does  not  ai)pear  to  her  Majesty's  government,  from 
the  iaformation  which  you  have  furnished  to  me,  or  from  such  informa- 
tiMi  as  they  have  otherwise  l)een  able  to  obtain,  respecting  the  Hawk 
«m1  the  City  of  Richmond,  that  either  of  these  vessels  is  intended  for 
fte  war  service  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States,  still  less  that  there 
ktebeen  any  illegal  equipment  in  this  country  of  eitlier  vessel. 

With  regard  to  the  men  supposed  to  have  enlisted  into  the  confederate 
•errice,  the  greater  i)art  of  wliom  appear  to  liav(»  already  sailed  for  Nas- 
M  by  the  City  of  Kichmond,  it  seems,  indeed,  to  be  probable  that  they 
eune  together  for  some  puqwse  connected  with  the  war  service  of  the 
Coofederate  States ;  but  there  is  no  evidence  in  the  possession  of  her 
Ifayesty's  government  to  show  either  that  any  ]>articular  pers<ms  among 
them,  being  natural-bom  subjects  of  her  Maj(»sty,  have  enlisted  in  that 
lenice,  or  have  left  this  country  with  a  view  to  such  enlistment,  or  that 
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any  of  thera,  whether  natiiral-boru  snbjecta  of  her  Majesty  or  not,  ha^ 
been  induced  to  enlist  in  this  country,  or  to  go  from  here  for  the  purpo 
of  enhstment,  by  any  particular  person  or  x>ersons  now  amenable  to  h 
Majesty's  jurisdiction. 

The  infonnation  whi(;h  her  Majesty's  government  possesses  with  rega 
to  su(jh  of  these  men  as  belonged  to  the  Florida  rather  leads  to  the  co 
elusion  that  when  they  arrived  in  this  country  from  Bahia,  they,  whetii 
subje(!ts  of  her  Majesty  or  not,  were  ahead^*  in  the  confederate  aenit 
and  that  no  new  enlistment  or  engagement  in  this  country  need 
supposed  in  order  to  account  for  their  coming  together  and  goi 
out  to  a  port  from  whence  they  may  be  able  to  proceed  to  the  Confed 
ate  States. 

I  have,  further,  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that  when  the  particd 
facts  relative  to  the  engagement  of  the  crew  of  the  Florida  w^ere  lUM 
the  consideration  of  her  Majesty's  government,  on  the  occasion  oft 
presence  of  some  of  them  at  Liveipool,  it  v?^s  found  that  they  had  1m 
engaged  and  shipped  at  Mobile,  in  the  Confederate  States,  under  < 
cumstances  which  did  not  seem  to  her  Majesty's  government  to  just 
the  expectation  that  they  could  be  suC/CessfuUy  prosecuted  for  a 
oftense  against  the  foreign  enlistment  act.  Whether  the  men  now 
question  were  part  of  the  same  crew,  or  were  enlisted  for  the  Flori 
at  some  other  i)lace  and  under  ditterent  circumstances,  does  not  at 
appetir. 

ller  Majesty's  government  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  there  is  i 
at  present  any  such  evidence  before  them  of  a  violation  of  the  forei; 
enlistment  act — either  by  the  equipment  or  fitting  out  of  the  shi 
Hawk  and  City  of  Kichmond,  or  either  of  them,  or  by  the  enlistuw 
or  procurement  of  men  in  this  country  for  the  confederate  war  service 
as  would  justify  them  in  taking  any  legal  stei)S  in  the  matter. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant^ 

RUSSELL 

Charles  Franols  Adaivis,  Esq.,  dkc.j  cfec,  cfcc. 


CASES  OF  THE  AJAX  AND  THE  HERCULES. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  879.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  February  16, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  correspondence  held  vi 
Lord  Russell  on  the  subject  of  outtits  of  vessels  for  account  of  t 
rebels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAM* 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RmselL 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  February  7,  18G5. 

My  Lohd:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  coiisideratiou  copies  or 

0  letters  addressed  to  ine  by  Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  of  the  United 
fttes  at  Liverpool,  touching  the  buihling  and  outlit  of  a  vessel  called 
B  Hercules,  at  Dumbarton,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  war  against 
a  people  of  the  United  States.  The  history  of  the  Ajax  is  well  known 
me  from  the  fact  of  her  accidental  detention  at  Kingston,  in  Ireland, 
her  departure  outward,  by  reason  of  the  refusal  of  some  of  the  men 
sail  ill  her,  because  they  had  been  deceived  as  to  her  true  character. 
5t,  instead  of  inquiring  into  the  truth  of  the  alh^gation,  it  ap[)eared 
at  th^  authorities  at  Kingston  proceeded  to  punisli  the  men  as  nuiti- 
(ers. 

1  likewise  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  an  advertisement 
ien  from  the  Livei^pool  Daily  Post  of  the  1st  instant,  going  to  show 
lat  the  crew  of  the  vessel  formerly  known  as  the  Alabama,  being  all  of 
lem  British  subjects,  enlisted  in  violation  of  law,  on  a  voyage  of  hos- 
lity  to  the  United  States,  are  openly  paid  their  wages  by  agents  of  the 
isurgents  in  a  British  port,  just  as  if  they  had  been  embarked  in  a 
)n]mon  undertaking,  fully  recognized  by  all  the  British  authorities. 

It  is  not  without  great  pain  that  I  am  constrained  to  admit  the 
npression  that  her  Majesty's  govi»rnment  seem  to  be  almost  without 
he  power  to  restrain  the  commission  of  this  systematic  abuse  of  the 
iw  of  neutrality  within  her  territories.  I  regret  it  the  more  that  it 
leems  to  be  gradually  fixing  in  the  minds  of  my  countrymen  a  convic- 
:ion  that  there  is  little  reciprocal  force  in  treaty  obligations,  and  hence 
fhat  it  is  expedient  for  them  to  be  released,  as  far  as  i)ossible,  from  those 
inla  which  their  government  has  heretofore  cheerfully  entered  with 
Great  Britain.  I  trust  I  need  not  say  to  your  lordship  that  this  state  of 
things  is  regarded  by  me  as  most  unfavorable  to  the  best  interests  of 
Iwth  nations,  which  would,  in  my  view,  dictate  rather  a  closer  ai)proxi- 
mation  than  any  alienation. 

Not  having  had  any  reason  to  doubt  the  favorable  disposition  of  her 
Majesty's  government,  I  still  cherish  the  hoi)e  that  some  additicmal 
means  may  be  devised  to  correct  the  evils  complained  of,  and  to  restore 
that  ooufidence  in  reciprocity  of  friendly  action  which  is  the  only  stable 
foandation  of  all  international  relations  of  amity  throughout  the  world. 
I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  mj'  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
obedieDt  servant, 

CIIxVRLES  FRx\.XCIS  ADAMS. 

Kight  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  &c.,  cfcc*.,  tfcc. 

[Inclosiires.] 

!•  Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams,  February  2,  1805. 

2.  Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams,  February  4,  1805. 

3.  Advertisement  about  the  Alabama,  from  Daily  Post.     [See  "Rebel 
^^niisers,"  subdivision  "  Alabama,"  j)08t.] 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  February  2, 1865. 

Sir:  a  steamer  called  tlie  Herciiles  is  now  fitting  out  on  the  Clydei 
ncl  which  I  understand  is  a  sister  steamer  to  the  Ajax,  that  recentlj 
sailed  from  the  same  river,  and  built  and  owned  by  the  same  imrtiei. 
I  think,  from  what  I  learn,  she  is  intended  for  a  gunboat  for  the  rebetay 
and  has  been  built  for  tliat  express  i)urp<>se.  I  understand  they  are  fiV 
ting  her  out  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  that  she  will  be  ready  for  sea  in 
about  eight  djiys. 

I  am  entirely  satisfied  that  the  steamer  Ajax,  above  referred  to,  is  to 
be  used  as  a  gunboat  to  make  war  against  the  United  States,  and  was 
built  and  fitted  out  for  that  purpose. 

I  am,  sir,  verv  respeetfuUv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  n.  DUDLEY. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  rf-o.,  cf-c,  ikc. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Glasgow,  February  4, 1865. 

Sir  :  Eeferring  to  my  dispatch  of  the  2d  instant,  and  the  steamer 
Hercides,  whi(;h  was  supi)osed  to  be  intended  for  a  confederate  gunbooti 
I  have  now  to  report  that  this  steamer  was  built  by  P.  Denny,  of  Dum- 
barton, and,  as  is  said,  or  pretended,  for  MeCleese  and  Knott,  I  beheve, 
(\f  Glasgow ;  but,  as  I  am  informed  and  believe,  for  the  so-called  con- 
federate government  in  the  southern  States  of  America,  now  in  rebel- 
lion against  the  United  States.  She  is  at  present  at  Dumbarton,  on 
the  Clyde,  very  nearly  completed ;  is  to  have  a  trial  trip  on  Wednesday 
next ;  has  three  hundred  tons  of  coal  on  board,  and  is  to  sjiil  in  a  very 
few  days.  She  is  a  double-screw  boat,  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  tons 
register,  and  five  hundred  tons  burden,  with  two  engines,  combining 
one  hundred  and  fifty  horse-i)ower,  nonunal ;  the  hull  one  hundred  and 
seventy  feet  long,  twenty-five  feet  beam,  and  eleven  and  a  half  feet 
depth  of  hold,  drawing  about  eight  feet  water;  one  funnel,  two  masts; 
the  fore  one  brig- rigged ;  the  last,  schooner-rigged ;  the  decks  fladi 
fi)re-and-aft;  the  timbers  are  of  angle  iron,  he^ivy  and  very  close,  so  as 
to  give  her  great  strength;  plated  over  with  iron  plates,  and  two  inches 
of  cement  in  thiekness  on  the  inside,  and  four  inches  of  wood  ou  flit 
inside  of  the  cement;  making  a  thickness  of  six  inches  indeiiendeat of 
the  iron  plates.  The  deck-beams  are  strong  enougb  to  hold  guns  of 
any  size.  From  her  build  and  the  material  used,  and  the  manner  it  is 
put  together,  it  wouhi  be  ditticult  to  make  any  vessel  of  her  size  stronger 
than  slie  is.  The  bulwarks  are  made  puq)osely  low,  like  those  of  tho 
steamer  Alexandra,  built  at  Liverpool,  so  the  pivot-guns  and  swivds 
can  be  fired  over  them.  The  hull  is  divided  into  three  water-tight  a®- 
partments;  the  forecastle  is  fitted  up  with  twenty-two  berths,  and  a 
mess  table  for  this  number,  constructed  to  screw  up  like  those  usedoH 
*ships  of  war.  The  si)ace  in  what  is  called  between-decks,  or  more  pro- 
perly in  the  middle  compaitmeut,  is  fitted  up  with  thirty-two  berthSj 
witli  a  like  mess  table  for  their  accommodation ;  then  follows  the  engine 
room,  and  accommodations  for  the  engineers,  and  then  the  aft^r-eabiOf 
which  has  ten  state-rooms,  five  on  eaeh  side,  for  the  officers.  Theieh 
no  hatchway  for  taking  in  cargo,  or  space  in  the  vessel  for  stowing  any- 
thing but  her  coals,  provision,  and  ammunition  for  her  cruiae.    She  is 
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to  cany  two  pivot- gims,  and  one  or  more  swivels.  No  preparations,  so 
£)rasean  be  seen,  (except  the  si)ace  left,)  are  made  for  moimtiiifi:  the 
gDDS.  It  is  not  probable  that  this  is  to  be  done  in  ])ort,  but,  like  her 
aster  ship  the  Ajax,  built  by  the  same  party,  will  clear  and  sail  as  a 
iien*1mut  vessel,  as  was  also  done  in  the  case  of  the  pinites  Alabannijt 
Georgia,  Oreto,  and  Sea  Kin|^,  and  then,  as  in  the  other  cases,  mount  the 
gmis,  and  take  in  her  ammunition  and  sui)plies  from  some  other  Enjrlish 
Twsel,  and  enter  uiK>n  her  cruise  of  devn station  and  destruction.  They 
taveput  up  as  a  blind  across  the  hinder  part  of  the  steamer  a  tempo- 
rar>*  wooih^n  tow-rail,  to  pass  her  oft*  to  casual  observers  as  a  tugboat. 

The  foreman  in  the  vard,  bv  name  of  J^eslie,  a  brother-in-law  to  the 
kililer,  says  he  does  not  know  for  what  pur[)ose  she  is  to  be  used,  or 
where  she  is  to  go.  From  the  above  descrijiticm  you  will  perceive  that 
she  is  built  for  war  purposes,  and  nothing  else.  My  informiition  fnmi 
private  and  confidential  soiuces  is,  that  she  is  for  the  confedcrat(»s,  and 
to  be  used  as  a  privateer  to  burn  and  destroy  our  comnuMce,  and  to 
make  war  against  the  government  of  the  Unite<l  States,  of  which  1  have 
not  myself  the  least  doubt.  To  show  tin*  peculiar  Ibrm,  power,  and  con- 
smutioii  of  the  vessel,  abundant  testimony  can  be  obtained;  but  of  the 
intentions  <»f  the  parties  in  building  her,  and  the  purpose  for  which  she 
is  to  be  used,  1  have  no  positive  evidenc'e  but  fnnn  contid(»ntial  sources, 
andl  suppose  none  can  be  obtained  short  of  the  parties  who  are  build- 
inj^  and  fitting  her  out,  and  I  have  no  power  to  compel  or  make  them 
testity. 

I  ara,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  II.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  Chakles  Francis  Adams, 

United  iStates  Minister ^  etc.,  cCt.,  cCt. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

■ 

Foreign  Office,  February  8,  1805. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  dated  the  7th  instant,  and  delivered 
Jtthe  Foreign  Oftice  at  a  late  hour  yesterday  evening  after  the  close  of 
bowness;  but  not  being  marked  immediat(%  it  did  not  come  under  the 
iMitieeof  the  undersecretary  of  state  until  1 1».  m.  to-day. 

The  matter  shall  be  immediately  attended  to,  but  in  the  mean  time  I 
▼ish  to  call  your  attenti<m  to  the  dates  of  the  letters  which  you  inc'lose. 
The  first  letter  of  the  United  States  consul,  at  Liverjiool,  is  dated  the  2d 
imtaDt,  and  affirms  that  a  steamer  nanuMl  the  Hercules  is  fitting  out  in 
the  Clyde  for  the  confederate  service,  and  that  this  vessel  is  to  l»e  ready 
foraeain  eight  days.  The  second  letter  which  you  transmit  to  me  is 
Aited  Glasgow,  the  4th  instant,  and  contains  farther  informatiim  respect- 
ing this  vessel,  and  states,  moreover,  that  the  trial  trip  is  to  take  place 
to-day. 

In  a  former  instance  I  was  able  by  means  of  the  lord  advocate  to 
Prosecute  the  owners  of  a  vessel  building  in  the  ( -Ivde,  and  to  get  a  ver- 
wet  entered  by  consent  which  defeated  the  purpose  of  the  confederate 
•g^nt.  But  these  operations  are  very  quick,  and  unless  1  have  timely 
^tke  I  can  have  but  little  hopes  of  stopping  these  nefarious  transac- 
tiong. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
<Mient,  humble  ser\'ant, 

RUSSKLL, 

Chables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  d'c,  dr.,  &€. 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  February  9, 1865, 

My  Lord:  I  lose  no  time  in  transmitting  to  you  copies  of  twodepo- 
sitiois  which  have  this  moment  come  to  hand  touching  the  outfit  of  tin 
two  vessels  from  Glasgow  called  the  Ajax  and  Hercules.  I  have  Atioof 
reasons  fortlie  belief  that  the  tirst  vessel  is  already  cruising  on  the  ooeai 
as  a  privateer,  and  the  other  is,  about  to  follow  her  immediately.  I 
scarcely  deem  it  necessary  to  call  your  lordship's  attention  tothedepe- 
sitiou  of  John  Melley,  as  justitying  the  refusal  to  proceed  on  the  vo.NilfB 
by  the  seamen,  in  the  examination  at  Kingston,  notwithstanding  whii 
they  are  punished  by  the  authorities  as  luning  committed  an  ottt^nse. 
I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c.,  &c., 

CHARLES  FRAXCIS  ADAMi 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  cfec,  cC'c,  cC-c. 

[Inclosures.] 

1.  Deposition  of  John  Melley,  February  6, 18G5. 

2.  Advance  note,  the  Ajax. 

3.  Deposition  of  George  Smith,  February  6,  18G5. 


Deposition  of  John  Meliey. 

I,  John  Melley,  of  Glasgow,  seaman,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and 
say:  In  the  month  of  January  last  past,  being  in  want  of  a  ship,  sat 
Cai)tain  Adams,  of  the  steamer  Ajax,  at  tlie  Sailors'  Home,  in  Glasgow; 
he  told  me  she  was  a  tug  or  tow-boat  gowing  to  Nass<au,  and  thatte 
would  like  me  to  go.  I  signed  the  articles  for  a  voyage  to  Nassau  for 
three  pounds  ten  shillings  per  month.  Two  days  afterwards,  on  a  Fri- 
day, 1  went  on  board  of  her,  lying  at  anchor,  about  two  miles  from  Green- 
ock— the  tail  of  the  bank.  She  sailed  th.it  same  night  about  12  or  1 
o'clock.  We  arrived  at  Kingston,  Ireland,  the  next  morning.  I  left  the 
vessel  at  Kingston  and  returned  to  (xlasgow.  Captfiin  Adams  was  in 
command.  The  crew  consisted  of  eight  sailors,  twelve  firemen,  and  three 
engineers.  There  was  one  y)erson  on  board  who  was  formerly  the  oiiptain. 
of  the  confederate  steamer  Fingal,  who  was  to  have  command  of  the  Ajai 
as  soon  as  Gaptain  Adams  left.  I  discovered  as  soon  as  1  got  on  board 
of  her,  and  before  she  sailed,  that  she  was  intended  for  a  war  vessel 
She  was  fitted  up  for  one  in  every  ])articular.  In  the  fore  part  of  ti* 
vessel  eighty-four  berths  fitted  u])  for  the  accommodation  of  the  meiii 
There  were  also  mess  tables  for  the  same  number  of  men,  arranged  89 
as  to  screw  up  the  same  as  on  a  war  vessel.  I  have  served  on  bcirdrf 
a  war  vessel,  and  know  something  of  their  construction.  I  sawtw* 
gun-breeches  on  board.  There  were  five  buckets  also.  The  next  mat- 
ing after  we'sailed  I  went  to  the  captain  and  told  him  I  was  not  goinj 
to  be  shanghied.  He  replied,  that  I  was  not  going  to  be  shanghied.  I 
told  him  this  vessel,  the  Ajax,  was  a  southern  privateer,  and  that  I 
believed  she  had  her  guns  and  ammunition  on  board.  He  would  hardlf 
give  me  any  satisfaction,  but  said  it  was  not  so.  I  told  him  the  captato 
of  the  Fingal  was  on  board  to  take  charge  of  her.  He  made  no  reply 
to  this,  except  that  he  himself  was  captain  now.    The  captain  oftto 
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^ingal  kept  himself  concealed  as  much  as  he  could.  He  is  a  southern 
lan.  After  we  got  into  Kingston  we  got  on  the  rocks.  I  told  the  cai)- 
lin  I  would  not  go  in  the  vessel,  on  account  of  her  being  a  southern  pri- 
ateer.  He  denied  this.  I  told  him  she  had  guns  and  ammunition  on 
oard.  He  could  not  or  did  not  deny  this.  I  told  him  that  if  he  did 
ot  let  nie  go  on  shore  and  leave  the  vessel,  that  1  would  nmke  a  com- 
laint  to  the  American  consiU  and  to  a  magistrate,  and  have  the  vessel 
nzed  on  the  ground  of  her  being  a  confederate  ])rivateer.  He  then 
Sfpeed  that  I  might  leave  her  and  return  back  to  Glasgow,  which  I  did. 
have  not  the  least  doubt  about  her — the  Ajax — being  a  war  vessel  for 
le  conteilerates  in  America.  All  the  men  on  board  were  satistied  that 
lie  was  a  privateer,  and  to  be  used  for  no  other  puri>ose.  At  the  time 
sigueil  the  articles  I  received  from  (Jai)tain  Adams  an  advance  for  £3 
ad  10  shillings,  payable  by  l^atrick  Henderson  &  Co.,  of  Glasgow,  ten 
ays  after  the  ship  sailed.  I  knew  the  captain  of* the  Fingal ;  saw  him 
rben  in  command  of  her  at  Savannah,  Georgia. 

JOHN  MELLEY. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  at  Glasgow,  before  me,  this  Gth  day  of  Febru- 
lr^^  1865. 

A.  GALBRACK,  J.  P. 


Seaman^s  advance  note, 

* 

Glasgow-,  ^th  day  of  January,  1805. 

Ten  days  after  the  departure  of  the  ship  Ajax  from  the  last  port  or 
place  in  the  river  or  Firth  of  Clyde,  in  which,  from  any  ciuise,  she  nmy 
be,  before  finally  leaving  for  the  voyage,  for  which  this  note  is  issued, 
pay  to  the  order  of  John  Melley  the  sum  of  three  pounds  ten  shillings, 
being  an  advance  of  wages,  provided  the  said  seaman  sails  in  and  con- 
tinues on  board  of  the  vessel,  and  has  previously,  ami  during  that 
period,  been  duly  earning  his  wages,  in  terms  of  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment 

GEORGE  M.  ADAM. 

Messrs.  P.  Henderson  &  Co., 

West  iSt,  Vincent  Place, 


Deposition  of  George  Smith. 

I,  George  Smith,  of  Dumbarton,  iron-shix)  builder,  being  duly  sworn, 
A)dei)ose  and  sa^- :  I  work  in  the  ship-yanl  of  P.  Denny,  of  Dumbarton, 
•od  have  worked  there  since  the  month  of  August  last  past.  I  worked 
Wi  two  steamers  built  by  Mr.  Denny — one  called  the  Ajax,  which  sailed 
Ar  Nassau  some  days  ago,  and  on  the  Hercules,  which  is  still  at  Dum- 
barton, and  now  nearly  ready  for  sea.  They  arc*  sister  ships,  were 
bown  in  the  yard  as  the  twin  screws,  and  built  off"  of  the  same  model. 
•  am  well  acquainted  with  their  ccmstruction  and  everything  about  them. 
He  frames  are  of  angle-iron — very  strong — stronger  than  lever  saw  in 
easels  of  their  size.  This  franu*-work  is  covered  with  iron  plates, 
trongly  and  securely  riveted  to  the  frame -work.  The  inside  has  cement 
iro  incties  thick,  and  on  the  inside  of  the  cement  a  wood  lining  four 
idles  in  thickness.  The  cement  does  not  come  ui)  to  water-mark, 
Dt  ttie  wood  lining  comes  up  above  this.  The  beams  that  support  the 
pper  deck  are  very  close  and  strong  for  vessels  of  this  size — strong 
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enough  to  support  guns  of  almost  any  size.  The  hull  is  in  three  water- 
tight couipartinents.  The  forecastle  is  fitted  up  with  twenty-two  bertlis, 
and  a  mess  table  for  this  number  of  men,  made  so  as  to  screw  up  to  the 
ceiling.  The  middle  ex)mpartment  is  fitted  u])  with  twent^'-six  bertha— 
none  of  them  large  enough  to  hold  two  persons — ^with  a  simiLar  mesa 
table  large  enough  to  accommodate  this  numl>er  of  persons,  made  to 
screw  up  to  the  ceiling.  The  after  cabin  is  fitted  up  with  twelve  Bej* 
rate  state-rooms.  The  bulwarks  are  low — a  pivot  gun  could  be  find 
right  over  them.  Tiie  decks  of  the  vessels  are  flush  fore  and  aft.  Thm 
is  space  on  each  vessel,  near  mid-ships,  where  pivot  guus  can  be  placed 
There  are  also  two  portholes  cut  on  each  side  of  the  vessels,  making 
four  i)ortholes  on  ea(5h  vessel,  but  so  cut  and  concealed  that  they  woaM 
not  Ik*  observed  by  a  casual  inspe(»tion.  They  have  hinges  and  are 
secured  with  bolts  on  thi^  inside,  and  can  be  o|>ened  and  used  at  any 
time.  These  ])ortholes  are  suital)le  for  guns.  I  put  on  the  hinges  fa 
those  on  the  Hercules  this  very  day.  Yon  cannot  see  them — the  port- 
holes— from  the  outside.  From  the  best  of  my  Judgment  these  jnirt- 
holes  are  for  guns.  I  cannot  see  that  they  can  be  used  for  any  othei 
purpose.  Eacli  steamer  has  one  funnel  and  two  masts.  The  fore  masts 
are  brig-rigged,  the  hindmost  schooner-rigged.  They  are  to  carry 
very  large  sails.  The  screws  are  double,  and  driven  by  two  engiiie& 
The  boilers  and  engines  are  so  constructe<l  as  to  be  protected  fi'oni  shot 
or  shell  hy  the  coal-bunkers.  There  is  an  apartment  under  the  fore 
peak,  all  iron,  suitable  lor  storing  i)owder,  and  which  has  the  appear- 
ance of  a  magazine,  and  suitable  for  that  purpose.  From  the  material 
used  in  the  construction  of  the  Ajax  and  Hercules,  the  strong  mannei 
they  are  built,  and  the  i)eculiar  construction  and  fittings,  I  should  SKS 
that  they  are  both  adapted  and  have  the  appeamnc^  of  being  for  wai 
puri)oses — what  are  called  and  generally  know7i  as  gunboats — and  ifl 
my  opinion  are  intended  for  gunboats  and  for  war  purposes.  The  gen- 
eral opinion  of  all  the  people,  workmen  in  the  yard,  is  that  they  are  id 
war  ]>urposes,  and  they  are  called  gunboats  by  them — this  general 
ai>])ellation  by  which  they  were  known  in  the  yjird.  It  is  not  known fti 
whom  they  are  being  built  by  the  men,  but  they  supi>ose  and  think  fc* 
the  confederates  in  ^Viuerica. 

GEORGE  SMITE 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  this  0th  day  of  February,  1865. 

W.'  N.  WATSON, 

One  of  her  Majesty^s  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Lanarh 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  February  9, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lettered 
this  day's  date,  inclosing  copies  of  two  dei>ositions  respecting  the  ontfti 
of  the  two  vessels  from  Glasgow,  called  the  Ajax  and  the  HercolW 
And  I  have  to  state  to  you  that  I  have  lost  no  time  in  communicatiBt 
copies  of  these  pai)ers  to  the  proper  departments  of  her  Majesty's  go^ 
ernment. 

J  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  vM 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

BUSSELL 

Chaeles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfcc,  dkc. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams, 

[Extract.] 

c  1338.J  Department  of  State, 

Wa^thingiony  April  5,  1865. 

te:  I  transmit  with  this  comnuinication  a  copy  of  the  following 
lere,  namely  a  note  *  *  *  of  the  14th  of  February,  relative  to 
se  [the  movements]  of  the  steamer  Ajax  •  ♦  ♦  aildressed  to  the 
tish  minister,  and  one  of  the  1st  instant  from  J.  Hume  Burnley, 
^  inclosing  in  reply  a  copy  of  a  disi)at<di  of  tlie  14tli  of  last  uionth, 
iressed  to  him  by  the  lieutenant-governor  of  Bermuda. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  8er\'ant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

)IIABLES  FBAKCIS  ADAMS,  Esq.,  (tc,  d'C.y  ctr. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  February  14,  18C5. 

5iB:  Information,  whi(;h  is  fully  cnMlited,  has  been  received  at  this 
partment  that  the  steamer  Ajax,  which  recently  sailed  from  Kings- 
1,  Ireland,  has  gone  out  for  the  puri)ose  of  being  used  as  a  war  ves- 
;  that,  although  she  was  not  armi^l,  she  had  one  hundred  hammocks 
idy  to  be  put  up;  that  her  armament  has  gone  or  will  go  in  somesail- 
5  vessel  to  meet  her  at  some  concerted  point,  to  be  thcTe  transferred 
her.  In  order  the  more  ettectually  to  screen  her  piratical  designs,  it 
understood  that  she  will  visit  Xassau  before  taking  on  board  her 
mament. 

In  view  of  4;he8e  circumstances,  I  beg  leave  to  sugg(»st  to  you  the 
ipediency  of  your  putting  her  Majesty's  authorities  at  Halifax,  13er- 
mda,  and  Nassau  on  their  guard  to  prevent  the  armament  within  their 
ariscliction  of  this  vessel  for  purposes  hostile  to4he  United  States. 

Ihave  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obe- 
iient  servant, 

WILLIAM  n.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  cfcc,  rf-c,  d-c. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extracts.] 

W^asiiixgton,  April  1, 1865. 

\:  With  reference  to  •  •  *  your  note  of  the  14th  of  February, 
filative  to  the  movements  of  the  Ajax,  a  copy  of  which  note  I  communi- 
rted  to  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Bermuda,  1  have  the  honor  to 
aimmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  which  I  have  received  from  his 
:oeUency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
edient,  hamble  servant. 

F.  O.  ADAMS. 
For  MR.  BUKXLEY. 
Son.  William  H.  Sewabd,  (&o.,  d:c.,  d-c. 
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2fr.  Hawley  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Bermuda,  March  14, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  dispatches  from 
you  dated  tlie  17th  of  January,  1805,  and  the  IGth  of  Februarj^  186&  ^ 
both  with  inclosures  from  the  State  Department  at  Washin^on,  aoi  | 
both  warning  me  of  suspected  intentions  on  the  part  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  use  British  iHuts  for  belligerent  puri)oses.  , 

In  reply,  1  can  only  stjite  that  every  vigilance  will  be  used  to  prevoi 
or  punish  a  breiich  of  the  law,  should  it  be  attempted  or  take  place. 
Without  convincing  evidence  it  is  of  course  im])ossible  to  set  the  law  in 
action,  and  the  government  of  the  United  States  must  be  aware  that 
the  information  furnished  me,  through  j'ou,  even  if  it  coiUd  be  substan- 
tiated here,  is  not  of  such  a  character  as  would  justify  legal  interference. 

W.  G.  HAWLEY. 

J.  n.  Burnley,  ttc^  rf-c,  etc 


CASE  OF  THE  VIRGINIA. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  870.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londouj  February  16, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  con-espondence  heldwitk 
Lord  Kussell  on  the  subject  of  outfits  of  vessels  for  account  of  tto 
rebels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c&c,  cCc,  cfec. 


Mr.  AdaniH  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  30,  18C5. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  27th  instant, 
in  answer  to  mine  of  the  IGth,  furnishing  information  of  certain  oireor 
tionsof  the  emissaries  of  the  American  insurgents  within  this  kingdom. 

I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  another  letter  from  Mr.MoiW^' 
the  consul  at  this  i)lace,  giving  further  information  on  the  same  subject 
The  object  of  these  pai>ers  is  to  fnrnish  cumulative  evidence  that  thtf 
kingdom  is,  in  point  of  fact,  yet  made,  as  it  has  been  heretofore  contifr*. 
ually  made,  the  base  of  oi)eration  hostile  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  on  the  ocean,  by  the  agents  and  emissaries  of  the  insivrgentsiit 
conjunction  with  British  subjects. 

However  skillfully  this  action  may  be  covered,  the  fact  itself  camiflt 
but  be  regarded  by  the  nation  liable  to  be  seriously  affected  by  there* 
suits  a.s  a  practical  violation  of  neutrality,  as  well  as  a  legitimate  cause 
of  complaint. 
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it  is  not  in  the  province  of  a  party  injured  by  Sliich  a  steady  and  per- 
fisteut  course  of  aprgression  to  enter  into  any  examination  of  a  suitable 
policy  of  i>revention,  if  the  i)roper  means  are  not  already  in  existence.  It 
B sufficient  for  the  present  puq)ose  that  it  should  endeavor  to  place 
B{)oii  record  the  evidence  which  ^oes  to  justify  its  painful  sense  of  the 
nong  that  is  committed  at  the  hands  of  a  nation  with  which  it  is  at 
wace. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  hijj^hest  considera- 
i^n  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordshii)\s  most 
bedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  cfc,  dc,  etc. 


Mr,  Morse  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

London^  January  27,  18G5. 

Sir:  The  privateersmen  who  left  the  Thames  on  the  City  of  Richmond 
rent  to  Cherbourg,  France,  where  they  remained  on  board  about  one 
reek.  I  learn  from  our  consular  agent  at  Cherbourg  that  they  are  now 
m  lx>ard  a  steamer  at  Omanville,  waiting  to  be  transferred  to  the  corsair 
m  whifh  they  are  to  serve. 

Tlic  City  of  Richmond  has  left  the  port  of  Cherbourg,  and,  as  is  sup- 
)ose<l,  x)roceeded  on  her  voyage  to  Bermuda,  for  which  island  she  cleared 
iom  the  port  of  London. 

If  the  men  were  intended  for  service  of  any  kind  on  the  other  side, 
wmld  they  not  have  continued  their  voyage  on  the  City  of  Richmond, 
wshe  is  nearly  new,  and  in  the  late  storm  on  the  coast  proved  an  excel- 
lent, staimch  sea-boat  f  I  think  there  is  no  cpiestion  about  the  men 
being  re  engaged  for  the  rebel  8er\ice,  and  received  jClO  advance  here 
before  leaving. 

It  lias  been  said  for  the  last  month  or  more  in  the  councils  of  confeder- 
ate ajjeuts  in  Europe,  and  even  by  the  head  of  tlieir  navy  department  in 
Enro[)e,  Commodore  Barron  himself,  that  tlu\v  expected  to  get  out  two 
privateers,  at  least  by  the  hist  of  Jan  uary,  or  early  in  February.  l*ossibly 
the  City  of  Ri(!hmond  may  be  one  of  them,  and  may  have  gone  to  the 
place  apiK)inted  to  take  on  her  armament,  crew,  &c. 

.There  are  two  ships  or  steamers  now  in  this  port,  of  which  there  arc 
wtter  reasons  for  suspicion  than  tliere  was  of  the  Sea  King,  now  the 
Shenandoah.  One  is  the  Virginia,  a  few  days  ago  the  Zealous.  She  is 
•  aiHter  ship  to  the  City  of  Richmond.  She  is  nearly  new,  over  four  hun- 
^i^dand  fifty  net,  and  said  to  be  a  remarkably  line  vessel.  She  went, 
^fcam,  to  Greenhithe  this  morning.  She  has,  so  far  as  known  to  us, 
H>thiog  but  coals  in  at  present,  and  had  not  cleared  for  any  i>ort  last 
^ening,  though  her  crew  signed  articles  for  Bermuda,  and  there  their 
tlADgeinent  ends.  She  will  probably  leave  the  river  to-morrow,  per- 
ips  earlier.  The  other  is  a  double-screw  steamer,  just  completed  for 
r.  Dadgeou,tlie  builder  of  the  privat(»ers  Tallahassee  and  Chickamauga. 
16  is  now  called  No.  40,  and  is  entered  out  for  Bermuda.  I  have  seen 
is  steamer,  and  think  she  must  be  not  far  from  eight  hundred  tons,  and 
tt  at  all  suitable  for  blockade-running ;  she  is  too  large  and  draws  too 
ich  water, 
like  the  Sea  King^  any  steamer  now  destined  for  privateering  fits 
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away  <as  a  commercial  vessel,  and  there  is  nothing  about  her  movemenk 
before  she  k^av^s  port,  or  until  within  a  few  hours  of  her  leaving^  whm 
she  may  suddenly  change  owners,  and  her  master  be  given  authorilj 
to  sell  at  a  given  sum  out  of  British  waters,  to  create  any  mistnutof 
the  purpose  of  those  who  (control  her  here. 

Under  such  a  mode  of  operations  it  is  next  to  impossible  for  us  to  gist 
testimony  in  seanon,  and  sufticieutly  strong,  to  ask  for  their  detentioir 
The  only  course  left  me,  therefore,  is  to  call  your  attention  to  all  caas 
offering  any  reasonable  ground  of  suspicion,  and  leave  them  to  be  d» 
posed  of  as  you  may  deem  most  expedient.  j 

No.  40  is  now  in  Victoria  dock.  ^ 

I  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant,  j 

F.  n.  MORSE,  Canstd.  J 

Hon.  Charles  F.  Adams,  United  States  Minister.*  1 

i 

p.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  I  have  learned  that  the  double-scwr^ 
No.  40  has  Louisa  Anna  Fanny  on  her  stern,  without  stops  between  th^ 
names.  She  is  nine  hundred  tons,  and  the  men  on  board  who  went 
the  trial  trip  say  she  went  eighteen  miles  per  hour.  This  is  probably 
exaggeration,  but  no  doubt  she  is  very  fast. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  February  1, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  oftht^ 
30th  ultimo,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  you  by  Mr.  Mone* 
respecting  the  vessels  the  Virginia  and  the  Louisa  Ann  Fanny,  whiek' 
are  suspected  to  be  intended  for  the  service  of  the  so-styled  Confedentt': 
States,  and  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  referred  these  papers  to  US 
proper  department  of  her  Majesty's  government,  in  order  that  due  inqniir! 
may  be  made  in  the  matter.  ^ 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  m06t 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dkc,  d-c.^  etc. 


EQUIPMENT  OF  TUE  STONEWALL. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  873.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  February  9, 18C5. 

Sir  :  1. presume  that  you  will  have  received  information  of  the  escape 
of  the  iron-clad  steamer  Olinde  from  Nantes,  and  the  transfer  of  rebel 
seamen  and  armament  from  the  steamer  City  of  Richmond,  sent  from  tiiis 
port,  at  the  island  of  llouat,  on  the  French  coast,  from  other  socuroefli 
much  more  fully  and  circiunstantially  than  I  have  been  able  to  obtaiB* 
Li  treating  of  the  matter  I  shall,  therefore,  coniine  myself  to  the  dun 
that  I  have  had  in  the  subsequent  proceedings. 

The  first  intelligence  I  had  came  on  Saturday,  the  28th  Janoaxyi  ial 
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td^pram  throngh  Liverpool  from  the  consul  at  Nantes,  stating  the  facts 
.knot  a  very  clear  way.  So  far  as  I  could  then  understand  it,  the  whole 
^MUr  had  been  carried  on  under  French  connivance,  and  with  French 
htraments,  so  that  I  took  it  for  granted  that  Mr.  Bigelow,  at  Paris, 
wiwld  l>e  the  proper  person  to  take  care  of  it.  At  the  same  time  I  knew 
ttat  Mr.  Dudley,  at  Liveq)ool,  who  had  first  received  the  infonna- 
fim,  would  let  the  government  know  of  it  by  the  steamer  that  sailed  that 

On  Sunday  morning  last  I  received  from  IMr.  Perry,  at  Madrid,  a  tele- 
ram  announcing  that  an  iron-clad  steamer,  mounting  three  guns,  with 
iventy-four  men,  had  put  into  Corunna  to  repair  damages.  It  was  called 
le  Stonewall.  Not  having  a  doubt  of  the  identity  of  this  vessel,  I  immedi- 
jely  sent  a  telegram  to  the  consul  at  Flushing,  directing  him  to  notify 
Dmmodore  Craven  at  once  of  the  facts.  He  replied,  the  sjune  day,  that 
le  commodore  was  aln*ady  gone  to  Dover,  to  which  place  he  would  for- 
ard  my  message.  I  have  not  since  heard  an^^thing  either  of  the  mes- 
ige  or  the  commodore. 

It  turns  out,  from  later  information,  that  the  steamer  first  called  by  a 
rench  name,  rExi>editif,  which  met  this  vessel  to  supply  the  men  and 
mament,  was  in  fact  the  British  steamer  City  of  Kichmond,  which  I 
lew  to  have  left  London  about  the  13th  of  Januarj^,  with  a  number  of 
en  enlisted  for  the  rebels.  I  had  already  api)rised  the  British  govem- 
ent  of  the  fact  of  her  departure,  though  I  c(mld  not  then  mention  the 
^ination.  And  the  Stonewall  turns  out  to  lx»  one  of  M.  Arman's  ves- 
A&.  built  originally  in  France  for  the  rebels ;  then  negotiated  for  by  the 
lukish  government,  and  sent  to  Copenhagen  for  inspection,  but  rejected 
fitasuot  SJitisfactory;  next  examined  and  inspected  byMr.Barreda,the 
taivian  minister  here,  and  found  unseaworthy  ;  and,  lastly,  slipi>ed  out 
f  France  by  the  original  party  that  was  resi)onsible  for  it,  and  had  failed 
>  get  rid  of  it.  Under  these  circumstances  it  does  not  surprise  me  that 
flier  trial  in  the  bay  of  Biscay  she  should  have  put  into  Ferrol  to  repair 
images.  My  impression  is  that,  as  usual,  the  rebels  will  meet  with  a 
iiappointment  greater  than  their  success.  If  Commodore  Craven  does 
ot  dispose  of  her,  she  will  be  lucky  if  she  gets  across  the  Atlantic  in 
ny  9ha[)e.  With  a  proper  degree  of  \igiiance  on  the  part  of  our  s(»a- 
aen,  her  prospect  of  getting  into  Charleston  will  not  be  very  brilliant, 
irneh  less  of  doing  our  fleet  the  anticipated  damage.  Forewarned  is 
oreaniied  against  every  such  eftbrt. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

^  CUARLES  FKANCIS  ADAJVIS. 

Hon.  WILLIA3I  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


3Ir,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

To.  1280.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  February  28, 1865. 

8iE:  Your  attention  is  invited  to  the  accompanying  extract  from  a 
iipatch  of  the  11th  instant,  No.  437,  from  Mr.  Dudley,  our  consul  at 
ireqKiol,  respecting  the  English  steamer  the  City  of  Kichmond,  which 
alleged  to  have  carried  out  and  transferred  to  the  pirate  Stonewall  its 
nuiment,  Bupplies,  and  crew,  and  also  to  the  movements  of  the  steamer 
imel,  alia»  the  Confederate  States. 

12  ▲  o— *yoL.  u 
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Is  is  presumed  that  you  have  already  brought  the  subject  to  the  attn> 
tion  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government. 
I  am,  sir.  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc.,  <6c.,  <fco. 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

No.  437.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  February  11, 1865i 

Sir  :  I  sent  you,  on  Thursday  last,  a  telegram  by  way  of  Queenstovi 
to  be  forwarded  by  the  steamer  which  left  here  on  Wednesday,  that  tti 
report  we  had  about  the  rebels  having  one  of  the  iron-clads  bmlt  at  B^ 
deaux  was  true.  I  understand  she  is  now  in  one  of  the  Spanish  port*-* 
nas  gone  there  for  repairs.  The  fact  that  they  have  her,  and  that  ah 
is  partially  armed  and  manned,  there  is  no  doubt  about.  She  was  M 
by  the  English  steamer  City  ot  Richmond  off  the  coast  of  France,  an 
her  armament,  which  was  made  here  in  England,  transferred  to  her  irifl 
supplies  for  a  cruise,  and  an  English  crew.  My  information  is  that  di 
is  now  called  the  Stonewall.  Fearing  that  she  might  attempt  to  runiflli 
some  of  the  northern  seaport  towns  and  lay  them  in  ashes — ^possil4] 
obtain  entrance  by  practicing  some  deception,  as  flying  the  EngUsh  flfl| 
the  same  as  has  been  frequently  done  by  these  piratical  vessels — ^I  luff 
addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Draper,  the  collector  at  New  York,  and  reqneil 
ing  him  to  inform  the  other  collectors  of  her  being  loose,  and  to  putthd 
^ou  their  guard. 

The  English  steamer  Laurel,  the  same  that  took  out  from  here  the  am 
^aflnent  and  men  for  the  plicate  Sea  King,  retui*ned  to  this  port  on  Thoq 
day  last.  She  came  in  ballast  from  Nassau,  in  command  of  Captain  Bm 
Bey,  an  Englishman,  the  same  man  who  took  her  out,  and  is  consignedtl 
Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  They  now  call  her  the  Confederate  StatecLflj 
Charleston,  and  pretend  that  she  has  been  transferred  to  the  so-wki 
confederate  government.    She  flies  the  confederate  flag.  • 

The  schooner  Catharine  Anne  cleai^ed  from  here  on  the  9th  instant  fil 
Nassau,  in  command  of  T.  Evans.  She  is  one  hundred  and  sixty-tfann 
tons  burden,  and  was  cleared  by  I.  GljTin  &  Sons.  Her  cargo  consiab 
of  three  hundred  bags  of  siiltpeter,  some  rifles,  and  army  clothing  aiM 
blankets  intended  for  the  rebels. 

The  English  bark  Walkington,  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-six  tons  bo 
den,  commanded  by  E.  Waugh,  was  entered  to  load  for  Nassau  on  ihi 
3l8t  of  January,  by  Prichai'd  &  Co.  She  has  taken  in  already  three  hui 
dred  and  tliirty-seven  cases  of  long  Enfield  rifles,  containing  twenty  ii 
each  ease,  making  six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty,  (the  cases  an 
marked  C.  II. — O.  B.,)  and  eight  hundred  bags  of  saltpeter.  She  wfl 
also  take  in  one  hundred  and  tliiitj'  t(ms  of  lead  and  a  quantity  of 
chinery,  all  intended  for  the  confederates. 

I  understand  the  English  merchants  here  intend  to  keep  up  their 
munications  with  the  South,  and  send  them  supplies  by  way  of  Mah 
moras,  Galveston,  and  Florida,  and  that  they  are  making  extenaf 
arrangements  to  carry  it  on  by  way  of  these  places,  especially  by  waj 
of  Matamoras. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  Wjlliam  H.  Seward,  cfcc,  cfec.,  cfcc. 
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ifr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extracts.] 

[)2.J  Department  of  State, 

WaHhinfftarij  March  13, 1865. 

I  have  before  me  several  dispatches  relating  to  the  affair  of  the 
Stonewall,  alias  Olinde,  alibis  Stoerkodder. 

:he  sake  of  convenience,  as  well  as  with  a  view  to  the  advantage 
ng  all  the  representatives  of  the  United  States  concerned  in  the 
n  equally  well  informed  of  the  opinions  of  this  government  there- 
!  caffb  my  reply  to  the  several  dispatches  before  mentioned  in  the 
f  a  circolar,  which  is  addressed  not  only  to  the  representatives 
named,  but  also  to  yourself,  who  will  find  that  in  this,  as  in  all 
ses.  you  have  a  responsibility  to  discharge  in  the  matter. 
before-named  vessel  is  a  steam  ram.  She  is  one  of  two  ships  of 
ass  which  were  built  by  Annan,  a  shipwright  at  Bordeaux,  and 
T  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  at  Paris,  under  a  contract  with 
•  the  use  of  insurgents  in  the  ci\'il  war  now  existing  in  the  United 
She  was  for  that  reason  denounced  by  us  to  the  imperial  gov- 
it  of  France,  when,  upon  full  investigation,  it  was  ordered  that 
onld  not  leave  France  in  the  character  or  for  the  purposes  for 
she  was  built,  and  should  leave  that  country  only  in  the  case  of 
ing  actually  sold  to  a  party  wliich  shall  be  neutral  in  regard  to  our 
ar.  The  vessel  was  reported  to  the  imi)erial  government  as  hav- 
?n  sold  to  the  government  of  Denmark,  which  then  was  and  yet  is 
ral  power,  and  ui)on  that  report  she  was  sent  under  a  French  flag, 
ielivered  at  Copenhagen.  The  government  of  France  informed 
jvemment  of  that  proceeding,  and  I  had  the  honor  to  express  the 
ction  of  the  United  States  with  that  disposition  of  the  subject. 
vessel  received  a  partial  armament  while  at  Copenhagen.  After 
dug  there  several  months,  she  departed  from  that  port,  as  is  said, 
.  Danish  crew,  and  under  a  Danish  flag,  and  after  some  delay,  in 
she  made  Swedish  and  Dutch  ports,  she  came  up  to  the  island  of 
,  within  the  marine  juiisdiction  of  France,  where  she  received  sea- 
;oals,  and  supplies  from  a  steauier  which  had  been  sent  out  for 
purpose  from  some  British  port,  understood  to  be  Liverpool,  and 
umished  she  gave  up  the  Danish  flag  and  crew,  and  exhibited  her- 
ider  an  insurgent  flag,  as  a  rebel  sliii)  of  war.  Houat  is  an  obscure 
not  subjected  to  any  actual  government  surveillance.  The  atten- 
f  the  imperial  government  to  the  api)earance  of  the  vessel  there  was 
Ml  by  Mr.  Bigelow,  and  w^as  promptly  given.  But  in  the  meantime 
onewall  went  to  sea,  and  very  soon  afterwards  she  put  in  at  Ferrol, 
lin,  in  real  or  pretended  distress,  and  asked  for  leave  to  repair. 
Perry  remonstrated,  and  asked  that  the  vessel  should  be  detained, 
ile  the  application  was  pending  a  steamer,  with  an  intended  rein- 
lent  taken  from  the  crew  of  the  pirate  Flori<hi,  recently  captured 
lia,  proceeded  from  Liverpool  to  Ferrol  or  Corunna.  The  govern - 
jf  Spain  declined  to  detain  the  vessel,  and  decided  to  allow  her 
s,  limited  practically  to  the  extent  of  rendering  her  capable  of  living 
That  government  is  understood  also  to  have  refused  to  allow  her 
J  be  reinforced,  or  her  munitions  of  war  to  be  increased.  Mr.  Perry 
ted  against  the  decision  of  the  Spanish  government  against  allow- 
ly  repairs  whatever,  and  generally  against  the  attribution  of  a 
bdUgiBKent  character  to  the  Stonewall.    In  the  meantime  the 
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United  States  steamship  Niagara  anived  at  Gorunna,  and  the  Sac 
mento  is  reported  as  being  on  her  way  to  that  port. 

The  dispatches  before  me  report  the  commnnications  which  our  rep 
sentatives  at  Paris,  Madrid,  and  Copenhagen  respectively  have  mai 
and  the  rights  they  have  attempted  to  establish  against  the  save 
governments  for  interposition  and  activity  to  prevent  the  pirate  bI 
from  entering  ui>on  her  appointed  career.  I  have  delayed  to  anfl^ 
these  dispatches,  in  the  hope  that,  by  reason  of  obstacles  and  perils  si 
ciently  manifest,  her  unla\iixd  enterprises  might  possibly  be  abandon 
or  at  lea^t  might  be  defeated.  This  government  has  already  cansei 
complaint  against  the  maritime  States  concerned  in  this  case,  si 
ciently  numerous  and  sufficiently  grave.  It  prefers  rather  to  caltiY 
peace,  harmony,  and  friendship  with  these  powers  than  to  seek  new  o( 
sion  for  contention,  and  it  will,  therefore,  esteem  it  a  subject  of  fellc 
tion  if  the  apprehensions  which  the  present  case  have  excited  shaJl 
be  realized;  circumstances  seem  to  favor  the  wishes  of  the  govemm 
in  this  respect.  Our  latest  telegraphic  advices  assure  us  that  the  Stc 
wall  is  absolutely  unsea worthy ;  that  for  that  and  other  reasons 
criminals  who  have  her  in  their  posse'&sion  are  seeking  to  rid  themsel 
of  her.  * 

I  confine  myself  in  these  circumstances  to  a  few  positions  with( 
argument: 

First.  I  approve  of  all  the  representations  and  proceedings  repori 
in  the  several  di8i)atches  before  me,  and  especially  those  of  Mr.  Per 
including  his  protest  of  the  date  of  February  9. 

Se<!onclly.  I  desire  that  each  of  the  several  ministers  to  whom  this  ( 
patch  shall  come,  while  making  the  above  approval  known,  shall  at  1 
same  time  assure  the  government  to  which  he  is  accredited  that  1 
United  States  are  satisfied  that  the  government  with  which  he  is  tl 
in  communication  has  acted  in  regard  to  the  Stonewall  in  good  fiu 
and  in  a  spirit  of  friendship  towards  the  United  States;  and  that  wh 
ever  has  occurred  in  connection  with  the  Stonewall  to  compromise  a 
foreign  state  has  been  eftected  through  overreaching  intrigues  of  I 
and  desperate  men,  who  have  employed  treachery  and  fraud  to  del 

the  vigilance  and  evade  the  laws  of  the  governments  concerned. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

[Tlie  remainder  of  this  dispatch  is  printed  under  "  Belligerent  Eeo 
nition.''    Vol.  I,  p.  286.1 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED 

Charles  Feancis  Adams,  Esq.,  dtc.j  cfcc,  dbc. 

(Same,  tnutatw  mutaiidisy  to  Messrs.  Bigelow,  Perry,  and  Wood.) 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  1315.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  March  21, 18M 
Sir:  Thomas  Kirkpatrick,  esq.,  our  consul  at  Nassau,  on  the  11 
instant  informed  me  that  the  steamer  City  of  Kichmond  had  arrived 
that  port  from  England,  ?'ta  Bermuda ;  that  it  was  understood  at  Naas 
from  a  passenger  from  Bermuda,  that  a  large  amount  of  gonB.  ammi 
tion,  &c.,  had  been  transferred  from  that  steamer  to  the  ir^-dlad  vei 
Olinde,  alius  Stoerkodder,  alias  Stonewall^  that  it  was  said,  alao^  t 
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it  was  the  intention  of  the  captain  of  the  Olinde  to  nm  in  and  destroy 
Piortsmoath,  New  Hampshire,  and  other  eastern  seaports. 

The  steward  of  the  City  of  Kichmond  stated  to  Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  after 
be  had  written  the  portion  of  his  dispatch  containing  the  foregoing  rep- 
SBwntations,  that  the  steamer  City  of  Richmond  transferred  abont  sev- 
m$y  men  and  a  quantity  of  powder  and  some  tanks  on  board  of  the 
Minde,  off  the  coast  of  France ;  that  these  men  came  on  board  of  the 
3ity  of  Kichmond,  in  the  Thames,  after  she  left  London ;  that  several 
o-called  confederate  officers  were  on  the  ship,  part  of  whom  had  (Charge 
if  these  men;  that  they  put  no  gnus  on  board;  that  she  (the  Olinde) 
them  already  there;  and  that  she  was  said  to  have  coiffe  from 


Toa  will  have  already  brought  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  govem- 
Lt  to  the  part  taken  by  the  City  of  Richmond  in  furnishing  the  iron- 
vessel  referred  to  with  men  and  munitions,  (if  not  with  arms,)  and 
fmi  will  make  such  use  of  the  information  now  imparted  as  may,  in 
jadgment,  be  most  judicious. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  n.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  rfrc,  rf-c,  dc 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

1317.]  Depabt]ment  of  State, 

}YaMngtonj  March  22, 1865. 

Sir:  Eeferring  to  my  No.  1280,  of  the  28th  ultimo,  and  No.  1315,  of 
2l8t  instant,  I  now  transmit  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  1st  instant, 
159,  from  C.  M.  Allen,  escj.,  our  consid  at  Bermuda,  which  relates  to 
of  the  crew  of  the  late  piratical  vessel  Florida,  and  other  men  now 
Bermuda,  under  charge  of  a  rebel  agent,  waiting  to  ship  on  rebel 
:  *1tt8el8,  and  to  the  transfer  from  the  steamer  City  of  Kichmond  of  men, 
tnn8,and  ammunition  to  the  Stonewall,  alias  Olinde,  alias  Stoerkodder. 
You  are  expected  to  make  such  use  of  the  information  thus  imi)arted,  in 
30or  representations  to  her  Majesty's  government,  as  your  judgment  shall 
approve. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  cfcc,  d-c. 


Mr.  Allen  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  150.]       Consulate  of  the  United  States  at  Bermuda, 

March  1,  1865. 

Sib  :  Your  dispatch  No.  83,  with  inclosure,  is  at  hand. 
Sixteen  of  the  crew  formerly  belonging  to  the  Florida,  with,  many 
t«tter  seamen,  are  here,  under  the  charge  of  tlie  rebel  agent.     Either 
1%  Shenandoah,  or  a  rebel  iron-elad  called  the  Stonewall,  is  hourly 
(l^eeted  here. 

ibe  steamer  CSty  of  Eichmond,  under  the  British  flag,  arrived  here  a 
|ftir  days  since;  one  of  her  seamen  informs  me  they  took  from  Cher- 
^Dffg  sixty  men,  which  they  put  on  board  the  Stonewall,  near  BeU^ 
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Isle,  France ;  they  also  transferred  a  large  quantity  of  arms  and 
nition  to  the  Stonewall,  then  under  command  of  a  Captain  Paige,  fi^ 
merly  of  the  United  States  navy. 

The  authorities  here  are  using  their  utmost  vigilance  to  prevent  tki 
men  of  the  late  Florida  going  on  board  any  rebel  armed  vessel  ft 
having  been  supposed  that  the  City  of  Eichmond  would  take  th^n  bm 
here,  the  lieutenant  governor  ordered  an  officer  of  the  customs  to  remtii 
on  board  to  prevent  these  men  leaving  in  her. 

The  United  States  steamer  Connecticut  came  to  anchor  off  then 
islands  on  the  evening  of  the  26th,  and  left  the  next  day. 
#  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  ALLEN,  CoMul 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  909.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  March  29, 1865. 

Sir:  a  telegram  in  the  following  words  has  just  been  received  by; 
from  Mr.  Harvey  at  Lisbon.    1  transmit  it  as  requested : 

"  Please  inform  department  immediately  that  cruiser  Stonewall  arrive 
here  Sunday  evening,  and  left  this  morning,  ordered  out  by  govemi 
on  my  application.    Niagara  and  Sacramento  arrived  [last]  evenuig, 
remain  temporarily. 

"  HABYET. 

"  Lisbon,  March  28, 1865.'' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  912.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  March  30, 186& 

Sib  :  I  have  read  with  great  interest  •the  contents  of  your 
1302,  of  the  11th  of  March,  addressed  to  me  in  common  with  sei 
other  representatives  of  the  United  States  in  Europe.  I  shall  take 
to  conform  my  action  to  the  wishes  of  the  government  so  far  as  any  m^E 
be  called  for  in  connection  with  the  equipment  and  manning  of  A* 
Stonewall. 

It  appears  from  the  newspapers  of  this  morning  that  this  vefflA; 
which  had  put  into  Lisbon,  was  obliged  to  quit  there  immediately;  vni 
fuither,  that  a  grave  difficulty  has  grown  out  of  an  alleged  att^pi  ' 
the  Niagara  and  Sacriamento,  which  had  pursued  her  there,  to  leave 
port  contrary  to  the  will  of  the  authorities.  The  circumBtanoes  are 
stated  upon  any  authority  that  can  be  relied  on.  I  presume  that 
will  receive  them  in  due  course  from  the  minister  in  Portugaly 
Harvey. 

I  continue  of  the  opinion  that  the  Stonewall  will  prove  not  to  be 
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orthy.  She  may  be  indebted  for  her  safety  to  luck  in  the  absence  of 
ying  weather.  Hence  it  wiU  be  as  well  to  be  fully  prepared  against 
ly  anrprise. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
HoiL  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adanis  to  Mr.  Seward, 

ID.  927.]  LEOATION  of  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  April  13, 1865. 

8m :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  note  addressed  to 
ne  by  Lord  Rassell  on  the  7th  instant,  reference  to  which  was  made  by 
ne  in  my  dispatch  No.  917,  of  last  week,  as  not  then  ready  to  be  sent. 
Lord  Hiissell  has  acknowledged  the  reception  of  this  note,  but  has 
Idayed  a  reply,  for  the  reason  assigned  in  my  No.  922,*  whicn  goes  to 
ywk  hereafter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extract.] 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  7, 1865. 

KtLobd:  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

It  is  imi>ossible  to  be  insensible  to  the  injury  that  may  yet  be  inii)end- 
ing  from  the  part  which  the  British  steamer  City  of  Richmond  has  had, 
in  beiDg  suffered  to  tmnsport  >\itli  impunity,  from  the  port  of  London, 
men  and  supplies,  to  place  them  on  board  the  French-built  steam-ram 
Olinde,  alias  Stoerkodder,  alias  Stonewall,  which  lias,  through  a  contin- 
uously fraudulent  process,  succeeded  in  deluding  several  governments  of 
Enrope,  and  in  escaping  from  this  hemisphere  on  its  errand  of  mischief 

in  the  other. 

•  ••••••  • 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  acc^)t  the  assurances  of  tbe  highest  consid- 
Mion  with  wliich  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
•bedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

■ 

Bight  Hon.  Eakl  Russell,  t^c,  ct-c,  (to. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

to.  932.]  '       Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  20,  1865. 

See:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  yester- 
ay  from  Ifc.  Dabney,  the  consul  at  Teneriflfe,  announcing  the  arrival  at 

*  Dlq^ttlch  No.  982,  from  Mr.  Adams,  wUl  be  found  on  page  641 ,  vol.  I. 
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that  place,  on  the  3l8t  ultimo,  of  the  Stonewall,  in  three  days  from  lifr 
bon,  and  her  departure  on  the  1st  instant. 

It  does  not  appear  what  has  become  of  the  Niagara  and  of  the  Sacft 
mento. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FBANOIS  ADAMa 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dabney  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Temriffcy  April  2, 1865. 

Sir  :  Being  unable  to  communicate  with  Mr.  Perry,  at  Madrid,  I  tiki 
the  liberty  of  bringing  to  your  knowledge  that  the  confederate  nm 
Stonewall,  Commander  Page,  arrived  at  this  port  on  the  Slst  of  Mai^ 
at  6  p.  m.,  in  three  days  from  Lisbon. 

She  was  allowed  to  remain  here  only  twenty-four  hours,  during  whidk 
time  she  took  in  one  hundred  and  thirty  tons  of  coal,  and  sailed  agrii 
on  the  Ist,  at  6  p.  m.  Where  she  has  gone  it  is  impossible  to  say;  bnfc 
the  general  opinion,  gathered  fi-om  her  officers,  is  that  Bermuda  will  be 
her  next  port,  whence  she  intends  a  sudden  descent  somewhere  on  oar 
coast. 

At  the  risk  of  repeating  what  must  be  well  known^  I  would  say  tfait 
she  is  a  most  formidable  vessel,  plated  with  6-ineli  iron,  and  with  an 
enormous  ram  extending  from  lier  bow  twenty-one  feet.  She  has  a  caae- 
mated  forecastle,  containing  a  300-pounder  Armstrong  gun,  and  abaft 
hermaiuumstshe  has  a  fixed  turret  containing  two  70-pounder  xVrmstrong 
guns,  and  which  is  shot-proof. 

She  is  five  hundred  tons,  three  hundred  horse-power,  and  has  a  crew, 
all  told,  of  eighty-five  men.  She  is  brig-rigged,  with  one  funnel,  and  has 
no  bowsprit.  She  must  depend  much  upon  her  sails,  as  her  spars  «• 
very  heavy,  and  she  can  only  store  one  "hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  coda^ 
and  uses  thirty  tons  a  day  when  steaming  alone. 

She  steams  rapidly  but  rolls  very  much,  which  must  interfere  voy 
much  with  the  mangement  of  her  guns  in  a  seaway. 

I  remain,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  DABNET. 

Hon.  Chakles  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister  at  Londm. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1398.]  Department  of  State, 

Washviffton^  May  8, 1865. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  instnictions  No.  1315,  March  21,  and  1317,  Itok 
22,  last,  in  regard  to  the  proceedings  of  the  ste&mer  City  of  Bichmoul 
in  transfemng  amis  and  men  to  the  iron-dad  Olinde^  or  Stonewdlil 
beg  your  attention  to  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  Ist  iiuMt 
from  the  War  Department,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  report  from  MM* 
Ludlow  to  General  Dix,  giving  the  information  derived  from  ^nert  W. 
Pratt,  the  mate,  and  Eobert  Green,  the  steward  of  the  Oily  of  Bkk- 
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flnd,  in  relation  to  the  transaction  referred  to.    You  will,  perhaps,  find 
liB  information  useful  in  discussing  the  matter,  though  it  is  regretted 
lat  it  is  not  in  the  form  of  a  deposition  of  the  men. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER, 

Acting  Secretary. 
Ghables  Fbangis  Adams,  Esq.,  djc.j  <£o.,  &c. 


Mr.  Dana  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Wae  Depaetment, 
Washifigton  City^  May  1, 1865. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  6th  ultimo,  asking  that  the  Depart- 
Miit  of  State  be  furnished  with .  an  authenticated  copy  of  such  state- 
wots  as  may  be  elicited  from  Ernest  W.  Pratt  and  Robert  Green,  two 
f  tiie  crew  of  the  City  of  Richmond,  regarding  the  transaction  in  which 
he  Sea  King  was  engaged,  conveying  men  and  munitions  to  the  Olinde, 
sm  instructed  to  transmit  the  inclosed  report  from  Major  General 
Kx,  which  he  states  famishes  all  the  information  obtainable  in  the  case. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  WnjJAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Report.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  East, 

New  York,  March  18,  1865. 

General:  In. compliance  with  your  instructions  I  have  investigated 
the  case  of  Ernest  W.  Pratt  and  Robert  Green,  i)assengers  on  the  Cor- 
aca,  from  Nassau,  who  arrived  last  evening  at  11  o'clock,  and  were 
tttested  by  officer  James  S.  Chalker,  of  the  revenue  service,  not  having 
the  necessary  passports,  and  were  brought  to  these  headquarters  this 
Bunming  for  examination. 

Pratt  was  secreted  in  the  captain's  room  and  Green  in  the  purser's 
ttom  during  the  time  all  the  other  passengers  were  being  examined  by 
he  officer.  Pratt  was  the  mate  and  Green  was  the  steward  of  the  steamer 
Sty  of  Richmond.  This  steamer,  of  four  hundred  and  fifty-five  tons,  was 
wned  by  Cranshaw,  the  rebel  agent  in  London ;  was  fitted  out  there, 
>aded  with  coals  and  provisions  at  that  port,  and  cleared,  with  W. 
eott  as  master,  about  the  3d  January  last,  for  Bermuda  or  any  of  the 
Vest  India  Islands,  with  the  understanding  on  the  part  of  Pratt  and 
freen  that  she  was  to  run  the  blockade.  After  leaving  Loudon  she 
ropped  down  the  Thames  River  about  eighty  miles  to  a  place  called 
Tee^ithe,  and  there  took  on  board  some  boxes  of  small-arms,  between 
xty  and  seventy  officers  and  men,  and  about  three  hundred  barrels  of 
mpowder.  The  regular  crew  of  the  City  of  Richmond  was  composed 
'  aboiit  forty-five  officers  and  men,  taken  on  at  London.  After  ship- 
8g  the  ammunition  and  men  she  steamed  for  the  coast  of  France,  and  in 
mtt  seyen  days  aarived  off  Belle  Isle,  when  she  met  the  rebel  ram 
Uodtj  and  at  a  distance  of  about  four  miles  from  shore.    She  trans;;^ 
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ferred  to  this  ram  all  the  officers  aud  men  taken  on  at  Greenliitlie,ft 
large  quantity  of  pro\asion8,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  banelBal 
gunpowder,  and  all  the  small-arms.  She  then  steamed  for  B6rmiid% 
anchored  in  the  harbor  of  St.  George,  where  she  landed  some  of  her  t 
provisions  and  balance  of  gunpowder,  took  in  coal,  made  some  repain^  r 
and  remained  in  port  about  a  week.  She  then  went  to  Nassau,  Net 
Providence^  where  she  arrived  about  the  4th  or  5th  March  iDSliitt 
After  remaining  on  board  in  this  port  about  four  days,  all  the  ofSoen 
and  men  were  ordered  on  shore  by  Captain  Scott,  and  some  functionaij 
was  sent  from  the  town  to  enforce  the  order.  There  had  been  di£Qciill|f 
between  the  officers  and  crew  and  Captain  Scott,  growing  out  of  tto 
manner  in  which  Captain  Scott  had  discharged  the  former  from  the 
ship.  After  they  had  left  the  ship  Captain  Scott  gave  her  into  the  handi 
of  one  Captain  Davidson,  not  a  British  subject,  who  had  come  out  it 
her  from  Ijondon,  and  was  the  agent  of  the  owner,  Cranshaw.  TheCHy 
of  Bichmond  was  at  Nassau  when  the  Corsica  left. 

The  above  facts  I  derived  from  an  examination  of  Pratt  and  GreeOi 
The  former  made  his  statements  ver>'  unwillingly,  and  only  in  reply  to 
pressing  and  searching  questions.  He  knows  much  more  than  he  admiti| 
and  refused  to  answer  many  questions  I  put  to  him.  I  have  no  dontt 
whatever  that  he  was  fully  aware  of  the  whole  objects  of  the  fitting  out  the 
cargo,  the  passengers,  and  the  destination  of  the  City  of  Bichmond. 
I  inclose  herewith  the  certificate  of  discharge  of  Pratt  and  Green, 
and  the  communications  to  you  of  Mr.  Thomas  Kirkpatrick,  United 
States  consul  at  Nassau,  N.  P.  The  Mr.  Howell  therein  referred  to  givei 
upon  his  examination  no  additional  facts  to  those  above  stated. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
Acting  Aide-de- Camp  and  Acting  Injector  OeneraJj 

Department  of  t^  Eatt. 

Major  General  John  A.  Dix, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  East 


Headquabtebs  Depabtment  of  the  East, 

Neto  York^  April  21, 1865. 

I  certify  on  honor  that  the  facts  stated  in  the  foregoing  rejwrt  ▼«• 
derived  from  the  examination  of  Pratt  and  Green,  except  the  fiict  re- 
ported of  their  concealment  on  board  the  Corsica,  which  was  reported 
to  me  by  revenue  officer  James  S.  Chalker. 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
Acting  Aide-de- Camp  and  Acting  Inspector  General j 

Department  of  the  Eiut. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  952.]  LEaATioN  of  the  United  States, 

London^  May  11, 1865. 

Sib  :  I  have  received  from  Lord  Eussell  a  note  in  reply  to  mine  of  tto 
7th  of  April  last,  a  copy  of  which  was  transmitted  to  the  department 
with  my  No.  927,  of  the  13th  of  April.  Inasmuch  as  his  lordship  givci 
an  official  response  to  the  two  points  of  inquiry  which  I  was  instructed 
to  proi>ose,  I  send  forward  a  copy  of  his  note  at  once  for  the  oonsideair 
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lum  of  the  Presideiit.  Now  that  there  seems  to  be  very  little  left  of  the 
dements  even  of  a  ^  facto  government  in  the  insurgent  States,  the 
niestion  raised  is  likely  soon  to  expire  by  its  own  limitation.  I  perceive 
mi  in  the  House  of  Commons  a  question  is  about  to  l>e  addressed  to 
tbe  government  this  evening  relative  to  this  subject.  Should  any  reply 
Bf  interest  be  elicited,  I  shall  take  care  to  furnish  you  a  report  of  it. 

In  the  note  of  Lord  Bussell  he  has  thought  it  proper  to  expand  the 
Md  of  discussion  by  references  to  former  events  in  a  manner  which 
ippears  to  leave  me  no  alternative  to  a  reply.  I  am,  therefore,  now 
engaged  in  drawing  up  such  a  paper.  This  will  leave  entirely  aside  the 
two  qnestionSi  the  action  upon  which  is  of  course  reserved  for  the  exclu- 
ore  judgment  of  the  government,  and  will  relate  only  to  the  historical 
Blatter  which  has  been  brought  into  play.  It  will  be  impossible  to  get 
it  prepared  to  send  this  week. 

I  am  in  hopes  I  shall  be  able  to  get  a  copy  to  you  by  the  steamer  of 
flienext-. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAllLES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adains. 

[Extract.] 

FoBEiGN  Office,  May  4, 1866. 

Sm:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  7th  of  ApriL 

•  •••••• 

A  British  steamer,  the  City  of  Bichmond,  is  next  alluded  to  as  having 
been  allowed  to  take  supplies  from  the  port  of  London  and  to  place  them 
on  board  a  French-built  steam  ram,  known  as  the  Stonewall ;  and  you 
found,  upon  the  circumstances  to  which  you  have  thus  alluded,  a  charge 
against  Great  Britain  of  not  only  not  checking  improper  depredations 
on  United  States  commerce,  but  of  aiming  at  the  destruction  of  the 
whole  mercantile  navigation  belonging  to  the  people  of  the  United  States ; 
tod  while  giving  credit  to  her  Majesty's  government  for  endeavoring  to 
check  illicit  proceedings  of  British  subjects,  you  allege  that  the  measures 
adopted  in  this  respect  by  her  Majesty's  government  have  never  i)roved 
effective,  and  that  the  evil  of  which  you  comi)lain  has  its  origin  in  the 
feet  that  her  Majesty's  government  recognized  the  persons  in  arms 
against  the  United  States  as  belligerents,  and  thereby  improperly  gave 
them  a  status  which  has  led  to  a  long  continuance  of  hostilities ;  but  as 
the  ports  held  by  them  have  fallen  into  the  i)ower  of  the  United  States, 
the  President  looked  with  confidence  to  a  removal,  by  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment, of  this  ground  of  complaint.    You  conclude  by  exi)ressing  a 
hope  that  the  ships  of  war  of  the  United  States  will  be  welcomed  in 
firitish  waters  in  the  same  friendly  manner  as  has  been  heretofore 

costomary. 

•  •••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  hnmble  servant, 

RUSSEIiL. 
GHiJUUBS  FBANons  Adams,  Esq.,  c&c,  d-c,  dtc. 
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Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington^  May  13, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that,  pursuant  til 
unofficial  intelligence  which  has  reached  here,  the  insurgent  ram  Stone- 
wall was  recently  anchored  near  the  port  of  Kassau,  after  having  cap- 
tured at  least  one  vessel  of  the  United  States  on  her  way  from  Europei 
According  to  another  report,  an  United  States  schooner  which  had  beoi 
captured  by  insurgents  in  Chesapeake  Bay  had  reached  another  Britiik 
island,  and,  though  her  restitution  was  asked  for  by  the  United  States 
consul  there,  the  request  was  refused  by  the  authorities. 

Assuming  this  information  to  be  correct,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  this  goven> 
ment  must  expect  those  foreign  powers  which  have  hitherto  recoguiaed 
the  piratical  cruisers  of  the  insurgents  as  entitled  to  belligerent  ri^ts 
in  their  ports  and  on  the  high  seas  to  \^ithdraw  that  recognition,  and  no 
longer  to  extend  countenance  and  protection  to  those  plunderers  and 
burners  of  vessels  of  the  United  States.  He  hopes,  also,  that  you  may 
be  authorized,  and  may  deem  yourself  warranted  by  your  knowledge  oif 
the  present  condition  of  affairs  in  this  country,  to  instruct  or  request 
those  officers  of  her  Majesty's  colonial  possessions  adjacent  to  the  United 
States  to  refuse  to  receive  vessels  flying  the  flag  of  the  insurgents. 

I  am  instructed  to  add,  however,  that  while  disclaiming  all  intention 
of  offering  any  threat,  if  it  should  not  be  competent  for  you  to  adopt  the 
measures  referred  to,  and  those  authorities  should  continue  to  welcome 
and  grant  hospitality  to  the  vessels  of  the  insurgents,  or  should  not  at 
once  be  checked  in  that  course  by  the  authorities  at  home,  this  govern- 
ment will  deem  itself  warranted  and  compelled,  with  all  reasonable  (xwff- 
tesies,  to  adopt  any  course  by  which  those  vessels  may  be  prevented 
firom  continuing  their  piratical  ravages  upon  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servan  t 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 

Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  cfcc,  cfcc,  dc. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Washington,  May  20, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch, 
containing  information  from  unofficial  sources  on  the  proceedings  of  the 
ram  Stonewall,  and  on  the  course  said  to  have  been  adopted  with  respect 
to  a  schooner  captured  by  the  insurgents  and  carried  to  one  of  the  Brit- 
ish islands,  of  which  the  name  is  not  given.  The  dispatch  further  repeats 
the  substance  of  the  proclamation  issued  by  the  President  on  the  10th  of 
May,  and  exx)resses  a  hope  that  I  may  feel  myself  authorized  to  instoict 
or  request  the  officers  of  her  Majesty's  colonies  adjacent  to  the  United 
States  to  refuse  to  receive  vessels  flying  the  flag  of  the  insurgents. 

I  subniitted  the  above  dispatch,  a's  previously  the  President's  proda- 
mation,  by  the  first  opportunity,  to  the  consideration  of  her  Majes^ 
government. 

^    With  reference  to  the  power  lodged  in  the  governors  of  her  H^jesl;'^ 
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olonies  to  close  a  port  against  a  vessel  bearing  a  particolar  flag,  I  wish 
)  observe  that  though  a  certain  discretion  may  be  vested  in  a  governor 
I  dealing  with  a  purely  colonial  question,  the  case  assumes  a  very  dii- 
rent  aspect  where  the  question  is  one  of  international  rights,  the  solu- 
m  of  which  rests  within  the  power  of  the  imperial  government  alone, 
id  in  which  he  acts  under  positive  instructions. 

In  theiH>8ition  I  occupy  1  can  only  submit  to  him  the  views  of  the  gov- 
nment  of  the  United  States,  with  such  information  as  may  enable  the 
vemor  to  form  an  accurate  opinion  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  this 
antry. 

This  I  have  done  to  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas,  and  without  pre- 
ming  to  express  what  course,  under  his  instructions,  the  governor  may 
Dsider  himself  at  liberty  to  pursue,  I  feel  convinced  that  within  the 
nits  of  his  power  Governor  Eawson  will  act  in  the  spirit  which  is  pre- 
ribed  by  the  duties  of  good  neighborhood,  and  by  an  earnest  desire  to 
ford  no  just  cause  of  complaint  to  the  government  of  a  friendly  nation. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
)edient,  humble  servant, 

FKEDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 
Hon.  W.  HuNTEB,  cfec,  <fcc.,  dkc. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Adains. 

ffa.1456.]  DEPART3IENT  OF  STATE, 

WaMnfftorij  June  21,  1865. 

8iB:  Referring  to  my  dispatch  to  you  of  the  8th  ultimo,  Xo.  1398, 
iselosing  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  1st  of  May,  from  the  War 
Department,  relating  to  the  information  derived  from  Ernest  W.  Pratt 
ind  Robert  Green,  concerning  the  pr^jceediugs  of  the  steamer  City  of 
tiehmond  in  transferring  arms  and  men  to  the  iron-clad  Olinde,  I  now 
nclose  for  your  further  information,  and  such  use  as  you  may  deem  pro- 
ber, an  authenticated  copy  of  a  comniunication  of  the  Ist  instant  from 
^ir  Frederick  Bruce,  which  contains  the  deposititm  of  six  of  the  crew  of 
he  steamer  referred  to  in  support  of  a  statement  made  by  l^ratt  and 
rreen.  This  paper,  as  it  stands,  may  l>e  found  useful,  but  it  is  suggested 
a  you  to  obtain,  if  practicable,  further  affidavits  from  the  same  parties 
« to  the  part  the  City  of  Richmond  took  in  supplying  the  Olinde  with 
qnipment  and  crew. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 

Charles  Francis  Abams,  Esq.,  <fre.,  c£t.,  cfcc. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Washington,  June  1, 1865. 

8iB:  I'have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
Wth  ultimo,  informing  me  that  the  cases  of  E.  W.  Pratt  and  Robert 
Jreeo,  late  of  the  City  of  Richmond,  will  receive  the  early  attention 
f  die  State  Department. 

Her  Majesty's  consul  at  New  York  has  forwarded  to  me  the  inclosed 
0^  aathenticated  affidavits  of  the  chief  engineer,  boatswain,  and  four 
then  of  tbib  crew  of  the  above  vessel,  in  su^iport  of  Mr.  Pratt's  asser- 
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tion  that  he  objected  to  the  alteration  of  the  ship's  coarse  after  paaaini 
Ushant. 

I  beg  that  due  consideration  will  be  given  to  the  statements  in  then 
affidavits,  and  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  return  them  tv 
me  when  they  are  no  longer  required,  as  well  as  the  shipping  articki 
inclosed  in  my  note  of  the  17th  ultimo,  and  the  discharges  of  Pratt  tni 
Green,  which,  as  I  am  informed,  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  United 
States  government,  and  which  the  prisoners  are  desirous  of  haviif 
restored  to  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  cojisideration,  sir,  your  moife 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCR 

Hon.  W.  Hunter,  cfcc,  ife?.,  <fcc. 


[Inclosnre.] 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  : 

I,  William  Webb  Venn,  of  the  city  of  London,  notary  public  by  royal 
authority,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  undersigned,  do  hereby  certify  and 
attest  that  on  the  date  of  the  date  hereof,  within  my  public  office^  Wil- 
liam W.  Venn,  notary  public,  i)ersoually  came  and  appeared  William 
Stone,  Jeremiah  Ooghlam,  Charles  Bishop,  James  Foster,  William  Grey, 
and  David  Williams,  the  six  deponents  named  and  described  in  the  affl- 
davit  hereunto  annexed,  under  my  official  seal,  who  did  then  and  there, 
upon  my  administering  to  them  respectively  oath  on  the  Holy  Evange- 
lists of  Almighty  God,  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear  to  be  true  the  eev" 
eral  matters  and  things  mentioned  and  set  forth  in  the  said  annexed 
affidavit. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  Ifereunto  set  my  notaiial  firm  and  said 
raT?AT  1  official  seal,  to  serve  and  avail  where  needful.  London,  tbe 
ISEAL.J   lothofMay.    In  fidem. 

WILLIAM  W.  VENK. 
Notary  Public, 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  London. 

I,  Joshua  Nunn,  deputy  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  j 
London  and  the  dei>endencies  thereof,  do  hereby  make  known  and  (Xt- 
tify  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  William  Webb  Venn,  who  hath 
signed  the  annexed  certilicate,  is  a  notary  public,  duly  admitted  and 
sworn,  and  practicing  in  the  city  of  London  aforesaid,  and  that  to  aB 
acts  by  him  so  done  full  faith  and  credit  are  and  ought  to  be  given  in 
judicature  and  thereout. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  afQxed  thesealof 
the  consulate  of  the  United  States  at  London  aforesaid,  tto 
[SEAL.]    11th  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  18G5,  and  in  the  Wtk 
year  of  the  independence  of  the  said  United  States. 

JOSHUA  NUM. 

We,  the  undersigned,  William  Stone,  late  chief  engineer  of  the  stem- 
ship  City  of  Hichmond,  and  now  residing  at  6  Arthurs  street^  Bordett 
road,  Limehouse,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  in  England ;  Jerenniah 
Goghlam,  late  boatswain  of  the  said  steamship  City  of  Richmond,  dsA 
now  residing  at  No.  3  Craven  Cottage,  Woodham  street,  Barking  road) 
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in  file  said  county  of  Middlesex ;  Charles  Bishop,  late  quartermaster  of 
Skd  said  steamship  City  of  Kichmond,  and  now  residing  at  Xo.  3  Craven 
□ottaf^s  aforesaid ;  William  Grey,  late  quartermaster  of  the  said  steam- 
Aip  City  of  Eichmond,  and  now  residing  at  !No.  41  Evan  street  aforesaid, 
<intly  and  severally  make  oath  and  say,  that  we  severally  signed  articles 
» join  the  said  steamship  City  of  Richmond  to  take  said  ship  to  Ber- 
moABj  or  to  one  of  the  other  West  India  Islands;  and  we  hereby  severally 
hrther  say  and  declare  that  we  were  not  ac(|uaiuted,  nor,  to  the  best  of 
ENir  Imowledge,  information,  or  belief,  was  Mr.  Ernest  Pratt,  the  first 
Bate  of  the  said  steamship  City  of  liichmond,  acquainted  with  the  inten- 
tions of  the  owners  or  captain  of  the  said  ship  in  reference  to  any  alte- 
ration of  the  said  ship  to  Bermuda,  or  to  any  other  of  the  West  India 
Islands;  and  we  further  jointly  and  severally  make  oath  and  say  that 
"we  were  totally  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  cargo  on  bojird  of  the  said 
steamship  City  of  Richmond;  and  we  further  jointly  and  severally  declare 
ftat  when  at  sea  the  first  mate,  Mr.  Ernest  Pratt,  protested  to"  Captain 
Soott,  the  captain  of  the  said  steamship,  against  the  alteration  that  he 
ordered  and  directed  to  be  made  of  the  course  of  the  said  st^am^hip,  but 
Qiat  he,  the  said  Ernest  Pratt,  as  well  as  the  several  above-named  depo- 
nents, were  compelled  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  said  Captain  Scott. 

WILLIAM  STONE. 

JEKEMIAU  COGIILAM. 

CHARLES  BISHOP. 

JAMES  FOSTER. 

WILLIAM  GREY. 

DAVID  WILLIAMS. 

Sworn  by  the  above-named  deponents,  William  Stone,  Jeremiah  Cogh- 
lua,  Charles  Bishop,  James  Foster,  WiUiam  Grey,  and  David  Williams, 
It  my  public  oflice,  in  the  citj'  of  London,  this  10th  day  of  May,  1865, 
before  me.  a 

WILLIAM  W.  VEN^, 

Notary  Fuhlio. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
JTalOl?.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  July  20,  1865. 

SiE:  Acting  under  the  directions  contained  in  dispatch  from  the  de- 
partment No.  1456,  of  the  21stof  June,  I  have  obtained  through  the  agency 
M  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  at  this  place,  certain  depositions  fiu-tlier  to  show 
the  piyrt  taken  by  the  steamer  City  of  Richmond  in  supplying  the  steamer 
Olinde,  aUcu  Stonewall,  with  equipment  and  crew.  Mr.  Morse  informs 
^  that  he  has  not  been  able  yet  to  obtain  any  further  evidence  from  the 
tttrties  heretofore  furnishing  testimony,  which  seems  to  have  been  the 
^ridi  of  the  government.  He  is,  however,  on  the  watch  to  find  the^i,  and 
whenever  he  succeeds  he  will  endeavor  to  procure  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

*  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  Wjixiam  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State.  . 
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Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adams. 


..•"^ 


United  States  Consulate, 

London^  July  13, 1865. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request  of  this  day^s  date,  I  herewH^ 
inclose  five  affidavits,  all  of  which  have  some  connection  with  the  steamoL 
City  of  Eichmond,  when  she  left  this  port  as  a  supply  ship  to  the  reWt 
ram  Stonewall. 

The  depositions  of  William  Hall  and  James  Davis  are  quite  full  and, 
explicit  as  to  the  transfer  of  powder,  shot,  shell,  and  rifles,  and  heavf, 
cases,  as  well  as  provisions,  from  the  City  of  Richmond  to  the  ram  Stone^. 
wall,  at  Belle  Isle,  coast  or  France.  ^ 

The  deposition  of  John  Morgan  shows  that  a  Colonel  Krenshaw,  saiij 
to  have  been  of  the  rebel  army,  appeared  to  control  the  City  of  Bichmon^f 
which  favors  the  belief  that  she  was  really  a  rebel  vessel.  1  have  partifll^ 
in  search  of  the  six  men,  a  copy  of  whose  affidavits  you  caused  to  ta^ 
sent  to  me  yesterday.  If  the  men  can  be  found,  and  the  informatioi, 
you  request  obtained,  it  shall  be  forwarded  to  you  without  delay.  Toa 
will  notice  by  the  depositions  herewith  inclosed,  that  they  were  takes 
some  weeks  ago.  I  (fid  not  send  them  to  you  before,  because  I  expected 
further  information  on  the  subject,  and  to  materially  strengthen  the  caae 
by  additional  affidavits. 

I  have  obtained  several  affidavits  in  reference  to  the  privateer  Shen- ; 
andoah,  which,  with  some  remarks  concerning  rebel  maritime  operation! 
in  this  country,  I  intend  to  send  to  you  in  a  few  days. 
I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


Hon.  Chaeles  Feancis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister. 


F.  H,  MOESE,  ConsuL 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

I,  George  Hall,  of  Stockton-on-Tees,  England,  do  solemnly  and  sinceidf 
swear,  that  1,  being  an  ordinary  seaman  in  the  ship  Ellen,  of  SunderlancL 
was  sent  on  shore  to  make  a  warp  fast  to  the  steamboat  having  hold  of 
her;  when  I  let  go  the  warp  I  ran  down  to  the  dock  gate  to  try  and  get 
on  board  of  my  ship,  but  I  could  not.  I  then  went  to  the  British  consd 
in  Dunkirk,  and  asked  him  to  send  me  home  to  my  own  country,  but  he 
would  not.  I  then  traveled  to  Calais ;  when  I  arrived  there  I  went  to 
the  British  consul  and  asked  him  to  send  me  home ;  this  he  refused  to 
do.  I  then  went  down  to  the  dock  and  asked  the  captain  of  the  Aid,  of  j 
Sunderland,  if  he  would  give  me  a  passage;  he  said  he  would  iiot 
Shortly  after,  I  was  walking  up  and  down  the  quay,  where  the  Bappi- 
hannock  was  lying,  and  an  officer  came  ashore  from  her  and  asked  ine 
what  I  was  doing,  and  where  I  had  been.  As  soon  as  I  answered  hiBU 
he  said  "I  had  better  go  on  board  his  ship;''  I  said  "No,  not  without  1 
like."  #  He  immediately  replied,  "If  you  do  not  come  you  will  be  madef 
so  I  thought  it  would  be  better  to  go  voluntarily;  I  did  so,  but  at  tto 
time  I  did  not  know  what  nation  she  belonged  to.  The  officer  when  he 
came  to  me  was  in  plain  clothes.  I  was  then  sent  on  the  forecastle,  and 
a  watch  was  placed  over  me.  I  was  afterwards  examined  by  tiiedoctory 
and  tlien  sent  to  the  captain's  cabin.  The  articles  of  war  were  read  over 
to  me  (it  was  then  I  discovered  what  the  ship  was)  by  the  first  lieutenant, 
Mr.  Miller,  to  the  effect  that  I  was  to  engage  for  three  years  to  serve  in  tli6 
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.'/orate  na\'j',  to  sink,  burn,  and  destroy  all  American  niercliant  sliip- 
I  was  engaged  as  landsman  and  tireman.  To  recjeive  £4  (js,  Sd,  per 
(,  and  as  soon  as  I  went  to  sea  I  was  to  get  £10  bounty.  1  had  to 
on  tbe  holy  Bible  that  I  would  serve  on  these  conditions.  I  was 
rg  on  boani  before  I  was  anxious  to  get  away,  owing  to  the  cniel 
ent  practiced  on  the  crew.  I  was  i)laced  in  irons  for  one  mouth 
!ig  a  federal  spy;  I  was  innocjent  of  the  charge.  About  five  weeks 
r.  John  Early,  known  by  the  name  of  ( -aptain  Early,  and  who 
I  tobacconist  shop  in   Lcmdon,  brought  some  men  on  board;  two 

I  were  Sj)aniards,  and  had  been  lodging  with  him  (Mr.  Early)  for 
.  Mr.  Miller  paid  him  two  mcmths'  advance  for  each  of  these  men, 
he  kept.  They  both  broke  out  of  irons  last  Friday  W(»ek,  and 
i  ti*oni  the  ship.     Mr.  Early  kept  the  mon(\v  for  the  men's  keep 

II  London,  and  for  ex]>enses.  About  two  weeks  after,  Mr. 
>ix>ught  some  more  men ;  one  of  them  had  be(»n  serving  in  the 
.  The  paymaster  paid  Mr.  Early  th(»se  men's  advance,  wlii(rh  he 
)t  for  their  keei)  and  expenses.  On  last  IMonday  week  Mr.  Early 
>u^ht  on  board  a  man  by  the  name  of  Gibson;  this  man  \\as  i)aid 
I  the  Florida,  in  London,  and  with  others  was  brought  on  board 
Early  also.  On  the  28th  December  last,  (iibson  and  others  were 
London  a  day  or  two  after,  and  were  to  have  gone  in  the  City  of 
md,  steamer.  Gibson  missed  his  passage,  and  it  was  then!^  on 
mday  week,  Mr.  Early  brought  him  back  to  the  Eappahannock; 
re  stated,  he  was  paid  two  months  in  advan(?e,  and  Mr.  Early 
e  money.  When  he  took  Gibson  on  board  there  wen*  no  olll(M»rs 
j<:»en,  and  Early  stopped  in  Calais  that  night,  and  it  was  on  the 
;ig  <lay  he  drew  Gibson's  moiu^y.  The  niglit  Mr.  Early  stoi)i>ed 
lis  1  met  him  on  shore,  and  he  begged  of  me  never  to  mention 
iiad  seen  him  there.  William  Anderson  was  shipi)ed  and  brought 
rd  about  four  months  ago  as  ward-room  steward.    lie  was  not  hmg 

before  he  wa.s  accused  of  being  a  northern  spy,  and  was  kei)t  in 
fortnight;  when  released  he  was  told  that  shouhl  he  be  caught 
ig  to  any  northerners,  he  would  be  kept  in  irons  with  a  watch 
im  until  the  ship  got  out  to  sea;  he  would  then  be  hung  up  to 
tl-arm  and  finnl  at  like  a  dog.  Early  also  received  and  kejjt  his 
•e  money. 

hiesilay  night,  the  10th  January,  eighty  two  men  h^ft  the  Tiai>i)a- 
•k.  Twenty-one  men's  names  w(»re  called  and  tx)ld  oft*  to  go  to 
;  twenty-one  more  were  told  oft"  to  join  a  blockade  runner  in 
11,  and  forty  meu  were  to  go  in  the  Velocity.  The  hammocks 
il>ed  up  and  the  men's  nanu»s  were  called  out  abcmt  11  o'clock; 
ags  were  i)ut  on  shore  and  i)laced  in  three  carts.  The  men  were 
at  they  liad  to  go  on  board  the  V<»locity,  and  that  they  would  be 
board  a  steam-tug,  and  then  <m  board  the  City  of  Richmond,  lying 
river  Thames;  they  were  to  keep  everything  as  quiet  as  possible, 
y  were  going  on  a  very  i)articular  service.  Two  otiicers  were  on 
itli  loaded  i>istols,  and  they  threatened  to  blow  any  nuufs  brains 
It  should  attempt  to  escai)e.  The  advanctes  for  the  seaman  brouglit 
Early  were  paid  to  him  in  my  presence,  and  he  always  signed  a 
br  them. 

GEOHGE  HALL. 

n  by  the  deponent  at  my  office,  Xo.  14  Cornhill,  in  the  city  of 
I.  tlufl  28th  day  of  January,  1805,  before^  me, 

JXO.  CASTLE  GENET, 
A  London  Commissmicr  to  administer  oaths  in  chancery. 
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[Inclosnre  No.  3.] 


I,  Jiiines  Davis,  of  London,  Enjvlaiul,  stoker,  do  li(»reby  solemnly  and 
sincerely  swear,  that  I  was  8lii])j)e(l  on  board  the  ship  City  of  ItichiaoikL 
of  London,  in  the  early  part  of  Jannary  last,  (I  was  not  shii>pe<l  ati 
shipping?  office,)  and  acted  as  one  of  the  stokers.     She  left  the  Victori* 
dock  on  Tuesday,  the  7th  January,  and  droi)ped  down  to  Greenliithe,  aid 
between  that  date  and  the  10th  of  January  she  received  on  board  over 
tliree  hundred  baiTcls  of  powder,  and  some  boxes  which  api>eanHl  to  be 
shot ;  they  w  ere  heavy ;  and  there  w(*re  also  some  very  heavy  barn^ls  taken  ■ 
onboard;  they  contained  shot;  these  were  all  taken  on  board  during 
the  nii^ht,  after  all  lights  had  been  put  out  on  board,  jjenerally  betwrt»u  , 
half-past  ten  and  half-pa.st  elev«Mi.     On  the  10th  January  we  left  (Troen-  51 
hithe  after  receivinpf  on  board  about  one  hundred  men;  part  of  these  i 
men  canui  from  London,  and  were  brought  on  board  by  a  man  named  ^ 
John  Early;  I  distiiu'tly  heard  the  men  say  that  Joh n. Early  broiif:ht  '^ 
them  down ;  the  remaiuder  came  alongside  from  boats  which  had  broujcrht  ; 
them  from  the  Calais  steamer.    After  they  had  got  on  board  wc  weijrh«l 
anchor  and  went  away,  leaving  two  boat-loads  of  men  which  the  captain  . 
would  not  wait  tor,  as  he  had  news  that  he  was  being  looked  after,  and. : 
thought  it  wouhl  be  too  hot  for  him;  we  then  steamed  to  Cherbourg, and-  ^ 
staid  tluTC  some  days.     1  believe  he  had  orders  to  go,  as  he  would  not  "■ 
be  allowed  to  remain  there;  he  went  away  from  there  to  Nantes,  and 
from  there  to  Belle  Isle,  and  dropped  anchor  there.     The  following  day  ft. 
small  s(;rew  steamer  hove  in  sight,  and  asked  us  where  from,  and  what- 
was  our  c;argo.     The  ca]>taiu  answered,  *'Ma<*hin(*ry  from  Ixuulou;^  un 
receiving  this  answer  she  steamed  away.    Two  days  after  this  the  hui  - 
Stonewall  came  alongside,  and  a  confcnlerate,  Caj)tain  Davis,  went  on.' 
board  of  her  and  arranged  to  receive  cargo  from  the  City  of  liiehmondi 
The  next  day  the  hatches  were  ()})en,  and  the  pow(hT,  boxes  of  shot-,  and 
cas()i>,  which  I  was  informed  were  3linnie  riries,  Avere  put  on  boanltlM 
Stonewall ;  there  were  also  barrels  of  beetl,  pork,  and  other  pix>vision$pal 
on  board.    After  that  we  had  ]Mit  all  of  the  stores  that  were  intended  fer 
the  Stonewall  on  board,  the  cajitain  of  the  City  of  Richmond  issued  orden 
to  all  the  men,  that  if  any  of  them  wished  to  volunteer  to  goonboaitltte 
Stonewall  they  were  at  lib<»rty  to  join  her,  but  must  leave  tlie  shipaa 
deserters.    The  carpenter,  the  fourth  engineer,  and  a  steward  J  oine<llierj  \ 
and  the  chief  engineer  of  tln^  Stonewall  came  to  me  and  M'antetl  uie  to 
go  as  boiler-maker  in  her,  and  he  olVered  me  £i)  a  month  to  join  1icr,bii( 
1  w(mhl  not  go;  he  further  offered  me  one  month's  advance  and£l^ 
bounty,  and  promised  to  send  my  wife  a  half-pay  note  as  soonaave 
arrivtfd  at  Bermuda;  but  1  would  not  go.     After  we  had  conijileted OUT 
delivery  to  the  Stonewall,  and  hearing  that  some  fedenil  men-of-war 
were  in  the  neighborhood,  we  hove  up  anchor  and  went  away,  the 
Stonewall  keei)ing  company  with  us  for  a  day  and  night,  and  then  irt 
parted ;  we  went  then  right  to  Maderia.    On  arrival  there,  and  as  I  wert 
on  shore  without  leaye,  tin*  captain  took  me  and  three  others  betbre  tta 
British  consul  for  <'oming  ashore  without  leave  on  Sunday  to  go  to  ebiirch} 
the  consul  threatened  to  discharge  me,  and  did  discharge  nie  against mj 
A\ill;  1  told  him  1  would  see  into  it  as  soon  as  I  got  home.    Tlie  eaptaii 
had  i)reviously  said  we  should  b(»  <lischarged  at  the  first  i)ort  we  came 
to,  because  we  refused  to  join  the  Stonewall.     We  also  told  the  coosal 
that  the  ship  was  filled  with  contraband  of  war,  but  he  would  not  listen 
to  us.    From  there  we  were  sent  to  Lisbon  by  Blendj^  &  Co.,  and  wh«» 
we  arrived  at  Lisbon  I  then  told  the  cronsul  how  we  had  been  dischargedt 
and  he  said  it  wa«  illegal.    From  there  we  were  sent  by  the  same  peopb 
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'  /bSoatliamptou  in  the  mail  lM)at.  I  did  not  sij^ii  the  sliipping  articles 
of  the  City  of  Kiclnnond  until  I  arrivcMl  at  Cherl)(uir«: ;  tliere  were  fonr 
fcifenauts.  two  enpneers,  a  sergeant  of  marines,  and  boatswain  in  the 
ecfitederate  service,  as  well  as  about  one  hundred  men,  all  passengers, 
ind  who  went  on  board  the  Stonewall. 

JAIVIES  DAVIS. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent  at  my  offi((»,  Xo.  14  Cornhill,  hi  the  city  of 
London,  this  13th  day  of  March,  1SG5,  before  me, 

JXO.  CASTI.E  GANT, 
A  London  CommiHswner  to  (ubnhuster  oaths  in  ehancery. 


[IiK'losiin;  No.  4.] 

Affidavit^  itc. 
• 
I,  William  Hall,  of  Dover,  Kent,  England,  hreman,  do  hereby  sol- 
mnlyand  sincerely  swear,  that  I  was  shipped  from  Tower  Hill  shipping 
ffiee  as  stoker  for  the  steamship  (Jity  of  Richmond.  I  signed  articles 
here  to  serve  for  a  i)eriod  not  excee<ling  four  months  on  a  voyage  to  the 
West  Indies,  or  the  east  coast  of  North  America.  She  left  Vic^toriadoi^k 
n  Tnewlay,  the  7th  January,  and  dropi»ed  down  to  (Jreenhithe,  and 
M;veen  that  date  and  the  10th  January  she  iec(M\ ed  on  l)oard  alxmt 
bto  hundred  barrels  of  powder  and  some  boxes,  wliich  ai)peared  to  be 
iMt  Thev  were  very  heavv,  and  there  were  also  some  v(h*v  heavv  bar- 
ws  taken  on  board ;  these  were  all  taken  (m  board  during  the  night, 
hm  a  lighter  or  sailing  barge,  after  all  lights  had  been  put  out  on  boarcl. 
between  half-past  ten  and  half-i)ast  eleven.  On  the  10th  January  we 
fcft  Greenhithe  after  receiving  on  board  about  one  hundred  men,:and 
■Doe  confedemt^  officers ;  part  of  these  men  were  from  Liverpool,  ami 
kdjost  been  discharged  from  the  Florida,  i)art  from  the  IJappahannock 
itCalais.  lliey  came  in  the  Calais  steamer,  an<l  the  remaiiuler  were 
houglit  oil  board  by  a  man  named  John  Early.  Sonu*  of  the  men  that 
^t  down  with  Early  were  from  the  Rappahannock  also.  After  they 
^  got  ou  board  we  went  away,  stcwm  and  anchor  l)eing  uj)  ready,  leav- 
Bgtwo  boat-loads  of  men,  which  the  captain  would  not  wait  for,  as  he 
Id  news  that  some  i)erson  was  watching  him.  We  then  st(»amed  to 
kerlKmrg  and  stai<l  there  some  days.  While  there*  all  the  stokers  met 
I  the  stoke-hole  and  told  the  engineers  that  av(»  did  not  wish  to  go  any 
irther  in  the  ship.  The  chief  engineer  said,  you  have  signed  articles 
>  go  in  the  sliip,  and  you  must  renmin  in  her.  We  did  so,  but  very 
^lactantly.  We  thcmght  if  we  did  not  do  so,  having  such  a  mob  of  men 
id  offi<5ers  for  the  confederates,  we  would  be  made,  and  conse<iuently 
mglily  handled.  I  told  the  engineer  that  owing  to  the  cargo  and  the 
len  she  had  on  board,  they  could  not  by  rights  coyii)el  nu»  to  stop,  but^ 
Dfortnnately,  I  could  not  help  myself  then.  After  remaining  in  Cher- 
tmrg  four  or  five  days  we  steamed  away,  owing  to  i\w  captain  having 
»eiyed  notice  to  leave  the  port.  We  went  away  from  there  to  Nantes, 
Dd  from  there  to  Belle  Isle,  and  dropi>ed  anchor  then^  The  following 
%j  a  small  screw  steamer  hove  in  sight,  under  French  colors,  deeply 
iden,  and  asked  us  our.  name,  cargo,  aiul  wlu^re  from,  and  where  bound 
»r.  The  captain  answered,  the  City  of  liic-hmond,  from  London,  with 
lachineiy,  bound  for  the  West  Indies.  On  receiving  this  answer  she 
«&med  airaj.    Two  days  after  this  the  ram  Stonewall  came  alongside^ 
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living  t}w  Danish  llsii;,  aiHl  a  conftMlerati'  oaptain,  Davis,  whom  I  know 
Wfll,  having  saikMl  Avith  him  in  tlu'  Kuii  II<*r,  viien  she  was  wns^kiil at 
TciiMMra,  and  wlio  left  London  in  tlie  City  ot*  Hichniond,  wvnt  cm  Iniard 
the  Stonewall,  and  arranged  to  receive  ear^o  from  the  (Mty  of  Kiehmimd. 
At  this  time  tlit>  eonfede]'at(»  ollieers  and  men  s;iid,  that  is  the  ship  tluU 
will  ^irive  the  Yankees  a  doin^.  This  Davisaet<»d  the  same  ascaptainof 
the  ship  from  J^ondon.  The.iu'xt  day  the  hatches  were  open,  and  aliolt 
half  of  the  powdei",  boxes  of  shot,  eases  of  riHes,  boarding  gniimek. 
powder  magazine  (fases,  barrels  of  beef,  pork,  other  provisit)ns,  rh)tlmig, 
and  som(»  <'oals,  were  put  on  board.  J>y  this  time  the  same  small  Fivnch 
steamer  hove  in  sight,  an<l  went  alon«;si(h»  the  St<mewall  and  delivrwd 
her  cargo  to  heij,  and  when  done  took  a  portion  of  the  crew  awa>  that 
bronglit  the  Stonewall  to  Hclle  Lsle.  When  we  had  linisli(»d  puttin;xaU 
the  stores  that  were  intended  for  the  Stonewall  on  boanl,  (^iptain  iSt-otT, 
of  the  City  of  Richmond,  issued  onhTs  to  all  the  mcMi,  that  if  aiiytrf 
them  wisluMl  to  volunteer  to  go  on  board  the  Stonewall  tliey  were  at  lib- 
erry  to  join  her,  bnt  must  h^ave  tlu*  ship  as  des(»rters.  The  carpi 'iinT, 
tlu*  fourtli  engineer,  and  a  st<'ward  joined  her.  Th<»  chief  engineer  of  the 
Stonewall  canu*  to  nu*  several  tinu's  and  begged  of  me  to  Join  liis  ship, 
ottering  me  s(*ven  pounds  a  nunitli.  ten  ])onncls  bounty,  ami  a  nioiith'^ 
advance,  and  a  half-pay  note,  to  be  payable  at  a  house  in  LiverpiHiI.  (1 
beli(»vi*  M<*ssrs.  \V.  (1.  Crenshaw  «S:  C'o.  1  was  paid  by  this  linn  my  wa;ri*# 
on  my  return.)  Ihit  I  would  not  go.  Wv  tluMi  heard  that  stune  fdlrnil 
nu'U-of-war  were  in  the  neighborhood.  We  hove  np  an<'hor  and  wmx 
away,  the  Stoiu'wall  following,  but  k<*eping  more  nnch'r  the  land  al'ttT 
leaving  the  island.  She  kept  ahead  of  us  for  a  day  an<l  night,  and  then 
we  ]»arted.  We  went  then  right  ro  Mad<*ira,  and  arriv(*d  t)n  a  Satnnljiy. 
The  foll«)wing  day  I  asked  for  h»ave  to  go  aslune,  was  refused,  ami  tnld 
that  no  on(*  would  be  allowed  to  go.  As  1  was  anxious  to  get  ashoivto 
inform  tin*  IJritish  (consul  what  had  transpired,  with  the  view  <if  l>eiii|f 
takun  out  of  the  shipan<l  sent  to  Kngiand,  (for  I  did  not  like  the  ith^rf 
going  in  her,  having  still  contraband  of  war  on  board,)  1  called  a  Ntat 
and  went  ashi)re.  Th(*  officer  on  deck,  as  I  was  leaving,  said  to  me,  mind, 
you  are  deserting  the  shi])  by  going  without  leave.  I  said,  I  am  uflt 
going  to  desert;  J  will  be  here  to  my  duty  at  six  o'chH'k  in  the  nuuiiiu{& 
He  then  told  the  c|uarterinaster  not  to  allow  me  on  board  if  I  ivtiirwi 
When  on  short;  1  was  told  1  could  not  see  the  consul.  1  then  ivtiirmid 
to  my  shii)  at  six  a.  m.  on  3]onday,  witlnuit  being  seen,  and  iviK>rt€d 
mvs<*lf  for  dutv.  The  chi<^f  engineer  told  me  1  was  not  to  do  anv  mott 
work  i)n  board  the  shij).  1  went  to  the  <'aptain,  who  said,  I  will  discb;irge 
you  to-day  if  I  can.  lie  then  took  me  with  three  others  ashore  to  the 
Ibitish  <'onsul.  1  and  two  others  who  went  ashore  t<»getlier  on  the  Snn- 
day  were  charged  by  Captain  Seott  with  deserting  from  the  ship,  stating 
that  for  that  reason  he  wished  to  discharge  us.  The  <'onsul  said  we 
should  have  to  take  i)ur  discharges.  I  then  said  to  the  captain,  lH?t«iie 
the  consul,  it  is  not  for  that  you  are  <liscliarging  me;  it  islMM-ansel 
W(ndd  not  Join  that  confe(h'rate  privateer  ram.  The  ea])taiiL  answewd 
that  he  knew  nothing  of  ju-ivatcers;  that  he  had  i)ut  some  cargo  flO 
lu>ard  a  vessel  H\ing  the  Danish  llag,  also  some  passengers.  The(M)ii8ol 
tli(*n  spoke  u|)  and  said,  you  fancy  you  have  got  the  captain  up  in  aco^ 
ner.  If  1  was  to  listen  to  all  that  is  told  mo  almut  privateers,  I  would 
have  enough  to  do.  The  consul  was  t^)ld  by  James  Davis,  "Mind,  8ir,irt 
ai-e  Englislnnen;  you  here  represent  our  government;  that  ship  has  con- 
traband of  war  on  board,  ami  for  the  confederates,  and  we  wiU  seek 
r<»divss  when  we  get  home.'*'  J  then  tohl  the  consul  that  I  would  tT>' and 
obtain  siitisfaction  also.    He  then  ordered  us  out  of  his  office  like  dogs, 
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Id  ns  to  wait  till  we  were  railed.  In  about  twenty  minutes  the 
called  as  into  his  oftic<^,  and  said,  '*  Here  you  are;  here  is  your  dis- 
s,  and  you  had  better  take  them  now,  for  the  ship  will  only  be 
liell  to  you  if  you  go  in  her."  He  then  pive  us  our  dischargees  and 
3nr  wages  and  ex|)enses  will  be  paid  by  the  owners.  We  were 
tken  to  an  inn,  and  sent  by  Blun(ley  &  Co.  to  Lisbon.  When  we 
I  there  we  went  to  the  Jiritish  consul  and  told  him  how  we  had 
ischarged,  and  he  said  it  was  illegal.  And  from  Lisbon  we  were 
Southampton  by  the  same  firm  in  the  mail  boat.  The  confcdef- 
^taiu,  Davis,  went  to  Madeira  in  tin*  City  of  Richmond  with  ns, 
>8on  board  when  we  left  there ;  and  I  believe,  ami  so  did  the(»rew, 
e  cargo  then  in  the  VAty  of  liichmond  was  for  ayother  confed<*r- 
vateer.  There  were  some  officers,  1  believe,  lieutenants,  two 
*rs,  a  sergeant  of  marines,  and  a  boatswain  in  the  confederate 
,  a«  well  as  about  one  huniUed  men,  all  passengers,  and  who  went 
-d  the  Stonewall. 

WILLIAM  HALL. 

* 
u  before  me  at  my  office,  Xo.  14  Cornhill,  in  the  city  of  London, 
h  dav  of  March,  1805.    Before  m(% 

JOIIX  CASTLE  GAXT, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  administer  oaths  in  chaneery. 


[Inclosure  No.  5.] 

onias  Gibson,  of  NewTastle,  England,  fiivman,  do  sincerely  aiul 
y  swear,  that  I  with  others  was  discharged  and  on  leave  in  Loiulcm 
e  Confederate  States  steamer  Florida,  and  about  the  lOth  of  Jan- 
•it,  our  leuve  ha\ing  expired,  we  were  all  collected  togc^ther.  {ijpme 
Hlging  with  John  Early,  tobac(;onist,  of  High  strei^t,  Shadwell; 
ers  with  dili'erent  boarding-house  keepers  about  the  higlnvays. 
)hn  Early  is  a  shipping  master  for  the  confederate  servicte.  He, 
thers  whom  he  em])loys,  when  they  had  collected  us  together  on 
►ve-mentioned  date,  sent  us  in  two  lots  to  th(»  L«)ndon  Bridge  rail- 
ition.  Mr.  Early  took  tickets  for  Greenhithe  for  about  thirty  men, 
>k  them  on  board  of  an  English  steamer  lying  off  that  place,  called 
y  of  Richmond;  the  remainder  were  taken  by  a  nmner  engaged 

Early,  by  the  name  of  Frederick  Waters,  in  the  next  train.  1 
nong'this  h)t.  When  we  amved  at  Greenhithe  we  found  steam 
>  and  the  City  of  Kichm(md  under  way.  I  and  another  took  a 
lid  pulled  after  her,  hailing  her  at  the  same  time.  ^Ir.  Early  w^ut 
u  her;  she  steamed  away  quite  fast,  and  some  one  ti'om  on  board 
out  to  us  to  go  back  and  retiuii  to  London.  I  landed  again  at 
lithe.  Altogether  there  were  nine  of  us  left  behind,  and  Fred- 
Vaters  brought  ils  back  to  London.  About  three  days  after  this, 
iih  the  exception  of  myself,  joined  the  Rappahannock  at  Calais. 

10th  January  I  found  out  that  Mr.  Early  had  returned.  I  then 
0  him.  He  asked  me  what  had  become  of  the  others  that  were 
thind  at  Greenhithe;  I  told  him.  He  then  asked  me  if  I  had 
enough  to  go  to  Calais  an<l  join  the  Rappahannock ;  I  replied  that 
not.  He  then  took  me  to  Calais  with  as  little  d(»Jay  a.s  possible, 
:  all  expenses,  and  handed  me  over  to  the  senior  officer  on  board 
Rappahannock.  I  was  paid  off,  ah)ng  with  about  forty  others,  on 
ly,  27th  March.    Two  men  were  discharged  on  the  Thursday  pre- 
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vious  and  accused  of  being  federal  spies.    There  was  only  one  stoktff 
two  coal-trimmers,  one  seaman,  the  nmstcr-at-arms,  and  a  steward  l^eit 
on  board.    This  sudden  discliarging  of  hands  surjmsed  us  very  moAf 
for  we  all  knew  that  they  reciuired  as  many  men  as  they  could  get.  Wtal ' 
we  left  it  was  rumored  that  tlie  shij)  was  goiug  on  the  gridiron  to  hail  ^ 
her  bottom  cleaned  and  overhauled.   In  the  mean  time  some  slight  repaiB : 
were  going  on  about  her  engine  gear,  and  when  completed  she  was  ll 
sail  from  Calais.    1  must  here  also  state,  that  if  Mr.  Early  had  not  taket 
and  shipped  me  on  boaid  of  the  Kai)pahannock,  I  woiUd  not  have  goii&] 

THOMAS  GIBSON,    j 

Sworn  by  the  deponent  at  my  office,  No.  14  Comhill,  in  the  cityrfj 
London,  this  4th  dav  of  April,  1805.    Before  me,  ! 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  administer  oatlis  in  chancenf.   \ 


[Inclosiire  No.  6."! 

Confederate  States  Steamer  Eappahannock, 

Calais^  France^  March  27, 18d5.    ; 

This  is  to  certify  that  Thomas  Gibson,  coal-heaver,  aboanl  the  Cob*  j 
federate  States  steamer  Kappahannock,  has  this  day  been  paid  off,  urij 
honorably  discharged  from  the  naval  senice  of  the  Confederate  Stately  j 
and  he  is  entitled  to  a  share  of  any  prize  money  dne  the  Confederal  1 
States  steamer  Florida  for  captures  made  between  the  28th  day  of  Jane^ 
1804,  and  the  7th  day  of  October,  1864. 

DOUGLAS  F.  FORREST, 
AssiMant  Paymaster ^  Confederate  States  JTary. 

«  CHARLES  M.  FAUNTLEROY, 

Lieutenant  Commanding^  Confederate  States  XatPf* 

Age,  twenty-eight  years;  height,  five  feet  t^^n  inches;  complexion,  fiiir; 
color  of  eyes,  blue;  color  of  hair,  light  brown;  place  of  birth,  Newcastle^ 
England. 

Consulate  of  the  UiaTED  States,  Lokdoh. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  faithful  copy  of  tki 
original  discharge  exhibited  to  me  in  this  consulate  by  Thomas  GihflOij 
April  4,  18G5. 

JOSHUA  IsTTNN,  Deputy  Consul 


[Inclosure  No.  7.] 

I,  John  Morgan,  of  Gal  way,  Ireland,  but  a  citizen  of  the  United  Sta*» 
of  America,  and  now  residing  at  ^o.  2  Alsop's  Buildings,  Back  Botdf 
St.  George's  in  the  East,  London,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  sweaTftM 
when  residing  at  Nassau,  about  the  latter  end  of  February,  or  the  !)•• 
ginning  of  March  last  past,  the  steamship  City  of  Richmond  airivai 
there.  There  was  at  that  time  a  dispute  among  the  crew  that  shipprf 
in  her  from  London,  with  respect  to  promises  made  to  them  at  Bemwdl 
by  the  captain  that  left  the  port  of  London  with  them.  The  captaiBit 
IQ^rmuda  was  concealed  from  the  crew,  and  another  captam  placed  tfi 
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iwfd,  but  the  crew  refused  to  proceed  in  tlie  sliip  without  him.  He 
»I8  cou.sequently  phiced  on  board  aj^ain  and  took  the  sliip  to  Nassau. 
Hleii  he  arrived  on  board  lie  tohl  tlie  crew  that  they  havinfr  stood  by 
Ubj  he  would  make  it  as  i^ood  as  two  round  trips  in  the  blockade,  wliicli 
ttecrew  understood  to  be  worth  to  them  about  8-500  eacdi.  On  ariival 
i^.Xassau  a  confederate  a^ent,  by  the  name  of  C-olonel  Krenshaw, 
lemed  to  take  all  responsibility  of  the  ship;  he  arran<j:ed  everything 
■mwected  witli  the  ship  with  the  customs,  and  others  in  authority. 
lie  crew  were  taken  <m  shore  and  jnovitlcd  with  board  and  hxl^rin^LC; 
ley  were  paid  in  the  custom-house,  and  their  passage  money  to  send 
lein  home  to  En<jland  was  also  h)d*i:cd  with  the  custom-house  author- 
ies,  exceptiufj  an  enjrineer  and  another  otticer,  who  both  went  to  New 
ork.  A  reference  to  tht4  newpai)ers  at  Nassau  will  corroborate  this 
irt  of  my  statement;  and,  further,  this  Cok^nel  Krenshaw  was  the  chief 
preut,  assisted  by  his  relations,  for  the  confederates.  He  was  the  i»er- 
m  who  airanged  all  matters  for  the  City  of  Richmond,  likewise  the 
h';j:inia,  Florence,  Kattlesiudvc,  and  the  ship  afterwards  named  the  Tal- 
ihassce.  Immediately  after  the  cri*w  w<ae  paid  oif  from  the  City  of 
liehmoiKl,  a  number  of  men  were  employed  from  on  shore  to  keep  the 
liip,  engines,  &c.,  clean,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  day  and  their 
ictuals,  but  after  working  fifteen  days  they  were  i)aid  at  the  rate  of 
nly  ^15  per  month.  She  delivered  her  cargo  as  follows,  then  lying  in 
he  stream,  on  board  the  Emergine,  a  blockade-iunner,  bound  to  (lalves- 
on;  part  of  the  cargo  consisted  of  telegraph  wires  and  provisions;  the 
'emainlng  ]>ortion  l>eing  i)acked  in  cases,  and  of  ditferent  sizes,  1  could 
lot  ascertain  the  contents.  1  Joined  the  City  of  Kichmond  on  the  18th 
May  last,  with  several  others,  at  Nassau,  and  we  signed  articles  on 
boanl  the  ship  in  the  i)resence  of  a  Mr.  Field,  who  represented  himself 
a» chief  officer,  as  follows:  to  proceed  to  any  one  or  more  points  in  the 
Atlantic,  and  from  thence  to  any  ])ort  in  tin*  United  Kingdom ;  no  teiin 
of  time  was  mentioned.  I  was  induced  to  join  her  on  account  (il' the 
extniordinary  good  wages  offered.  I  agreed  as  seaman  for  $tO  ])cr 
month,  and  to  receive  a  nmnth's  advances  but  the  advance  was  not 
to  Ik*  paid,  as  was  usual  with  all  blockade*  runners,  until  wc  had 
passed  the  i^ar.  Colonel  Krenshaw  was  on  board,  and  paid  nu*  in  the 
captain's  cabin,  along  with  the  rest  of  the  crew.  From  Nassau  wc  went 
<lirH't  to  Bermuda,  with  nothing  but  coals  on  board.  Our  captain,  Mr. 
Heury  Holgate,  was  formerly  captain  of  the  bh)ckade-runner  Let-Iler- 
ffip,  which  was  captured  by  federal  (•misers;  we  also  took  with  us  from 
Nassau  the  chief  engineer  of  the  Nasliville,  his  wife  and  child.  lie  did 
the  duties  of  chief  engineer  on  board  of  us  during  the  i)assage.  We 
had  also  four  other  persons  of  g(*ntlemanly  api)earance  on  board  as  pas- 
sengers ;  who  they  were  I  cannot  say.  We  stop})ed  at  Bermuda  three 
<lays,  and  took  in  coals,  and  sailed  from  there  to  the  island  of  Terc(»ira ; 
coaled  again  and  proceeded  to  this  pent.  We  Averc  all  paid  off  at  the 
Towor  nill  shix>ping  office.  I  must  also  add,  that  the  City  of  Richmond 
hoisted  the  confederate  flag  at  the  fon*  when  at  Nassau,  and  so  did  all 
the  blockade-ranners ;  some  of  them  hoisted  the  (confederate  flag  at  the 
peak  a8  well  as  at  the  fore,  viz :  the  Co(piett(i,  Hattie,  Colonel  Lamb, 
Unrel,  and  the  so-called  Tallahass(»e.  While  I  was  at  Nassau  1  took 
Captain  Maffit  and  some  men  from  the  Tallahassee,  who,  after  running 
18  a  privateer,  changed  her  nanu».  These  men  I  i)ut  on  board  the  Owl, 
i  blockade-runner.  Captain  Maffit  shipped  some  more  men  on  shore, 
nd  I  wa8  given  to  understand  the  Owl  w  as  going  to  land  her  cargo  on 
!w  Florida  coast.  When  the  City  of  Richmond  left  England  she 
ad  her  funnels  painted  white ;  while  away  from  England  they  w^ 
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paiuted  black ;  and  ou  approaoliing  England  tbey  were  painte<l  white 
again;  and  further,  that  of  the  crew  that  an^ived  in  this  port,  tbe»^»- 
ond  mate  only  still  continues  serving  on  board,  and  be  is  engaged  to  go 
away  in  her.     I  am  quite  confident,  from  what  I  know,  personally  and 
otherwise,  that  the  City  of  Richmond  is  engaged  to  continue  working 
for  the  confederates  on  a  secret  service  from  this  port  to  Havana,  thence  j 
to  Matamoras  or  Rio  Grande.    There  is  now  in  the  Victoria  dockt  I 
steamer  lying  head  on  to  the  cust(nn-house,  who  has  engagcnl  the  crew 
of  the  unsuccessful  blockade-runner  Florence,  to  go  in  her  on  the  same 
secret  service,  to  Ilavana.     Colonel  Krenshaw  came  ou  board  ot*  us  at 
Nassau,  and  we  brought  him  to  London  with  us;  he  now  superintendi ! 
the  nmnaging  of  the  Citv  of  Kichmond. 

^  JOHN  MOKGAX. 

Sworn  before  me,  at  my  office,  No.  14  Cornhill,  in  the  city  of  LondoQi  \ 
this  5th  day  of  June,  18(>o.    Before  me, 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 
A  London  CommisHwner  to  administer  oatlm  in  chancen/, 

I,  James  Locker,  of  Liverpool,  England,  seaman,  do  solemnly  and  silt 
cerely  swear  that  I  have  read  the  within  statement  of  John  MorgaOi* 
and  can  testify  to  the  truth  of  all  he  states. 

JAMES  LOCKER 

Sworn  before  me,  at  my  office.  No.  14  Cornhill,  in  the  cit^'  of  Londo% 
this  5th  Jnne,  1805.     Before  me, 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  administer  oaths  in  chancery, 

T,  (yharles  Ellys,  of  Galway,  Ireland,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear 
that  J^  shii)ped  in  the  City  of  Bichmond  on  the  18th  May  last,  andean 
t<^stifv  to  the  truth  of  John  Morgan's  statement  from  that  date. 

CHAKLES  ELLY& 

Sworn  before  me,  at  my  oflice.  No.  14  Cornhill,  in  the  city  of  Loudon, 
this  5th  June,  1805.     Before  me, 

JOHN  CASTLE  GiVNT, 
A  London  Co7nmission€r  to  administer  oaths  in  chancery. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Adams. 

m 

No.  1501.]  DEPART3IENT  OF  STATE, 

Washington^  August  5, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  204 
nltimo.  No.  1017,  transmitting,  through  the  agency  of  Mr.  Morse,  oiff 
consul  at  Loudon,  the  depositions  of  certain  parties,  which  fully  indi- 
cate the  i>art  tiiken  by  the  steamer  City  of  Bichmond  in  supplyiugthe 
Stonewall  with  armament  and  crew. 

I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 

Charles  Fka^'cis  Adams,  Esq.,  cIt.,  tfcc.  etc. 


\ 
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CASE  OF  THE  PA^IPERO. 
Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

130.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  September  12,  18r>2. 

IR :  I  was  mistaken  in  my  dispatch  from  Glasgow,  when  I  said  the 
iin  fri<j^ate  building  there  would  be  huuiched  in  two  montlis.  She 
I  not  be  launched  much  before  next  si)ring,  and  not  finished  before 
V  of  next  vear.  At  least  so  the  worknn^i  in  the  yard  stated,  but  add- 
at  the  siime  time  that  Ae  was  to  be  pushed  as  fast  as  possible.   She 

0  be  two  hundred  and  seventy  feet  long  and  will  measure,  when  com- 
te<l,  upwards  of  three  thousand  in  tonnage,     ller  cost  of  construc- 

1  is  tu  be  something  over  £3(M),()00.  The  stem -post  is  up  and  about 
'half  of  the  ribs  set;  the  stem-])ost  is  straight  and  perpendicular, 
:  is  to  have  a  solid  piece  of  iron  to  project  about  eight  feet  imme- 
tely  under  the  water  a^s  a  ram.  The  keei,  ribs,  stem-post,  and  all  tlie 
me-work  are  of  iron.  The  inside  is  to  be  lined  with  wood  and  the 
:side  coated  with  iron  plates  four  and  three-ciuarters  inches  tliick.  The 
ilders  are  James  and  George  Thompson,  of  Glasgow.  A  large  num- 
r  of  hands  are  engaged,  as  many  as  can  work  to  advantage  upon  her. 
e  people  of  the  town  and  the  workmen  do  not  know  for  whom  she  \& 
iug  built.  The  builders  t^ll  them  it  is  for  a  foreign  government,  but 
dine  to  give  the  name  of  the  government.  The  workmen  think  she 
intended  for  the  southern  confederacy.  I  have  but  little  doubt  about 
r  character.  The  officers  on  the  Alabama,  late  200,  as  well  as  those 
I  the  steamer  Bahama,  on  her  return  from  the  Azores,  stated  that  there 
18  a  vessel  building  at  Glasgow,  on  the  Clyde,  for  the  confederate  gov- 
ument.  This  is  the  only  one  building  there,  (except  one  for  the  British 
nemment.)  Everything  about  her,  the  peo])le  who  visit  and  superin- 
nd  her  eoustniction,  the  secret  manner  in  which  she  is  being  built,  and 
le  refusal  of  the  builders  to  state  for  whom  they  are  building  her,  all 
idicate  that  she  is  intended  for  the  rebel  government.  Mi*.  Pretty- 
lan,  the  acting  consul  for  the  United  States  at  this  port,  will  no  doubt 
eable  to  obtain  positive  evidence,  which  he  will  report  to  the  depart- 
leut. 

hon  plates,  intended  -as  armor  for  some  vessel,  have  been  shipped 
^m  Liverpool  for  Hull.  On  the  occasion  of  my  visit  to  that  town,  I 
earned  that  these  plates  were  sent  from  Hull  to  the  contin(»nt.  Il^cently 
thers  have  been  sent,  also  eight  cannon,  intended  for  a  naval  vessel. 
le  foreman  in  the  foundery  where  these  phites  were  made  stated  to 
'pe  of  my  men  that  they  were  for  the  confederate  government  in  the 
United  States,  and  to  be  used  on  a  vessel  building  for  that  government. 

1118  morning  the  Liverpool  Jcmrnal  of  ( -ommerce  published  the  arti- 
fe  inclosed,  marked  No.  1.  The  editor  of  this  i)ai)er  is  in  the  pay  of  the 
'^l>el8,  and  is  in  correspondence  with  ^Ir.  Slidell,  in  Paris. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY,  ComuL 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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[From  the  Liverpool  Journal  of  Commerce,  September  12, 1862.] 
THE  AMERICAN  BLOCKADE — THE  CONFEDERATE  NAVY. 

Active  preparatiohs  are  now  being  made,  both  here  and  on  tMcK 
nent,  for  the  completion  of  the  contracts  for  the  confederate  navy, 
iron  plates  used  for  the  construction  of  the  gunboats  on  the  couti 
are  manufactured  in  England,  and  vary  from  three  and  a  half  to 
and  thi'ee-quarters  inches  in  thickness.  The  plates  are  all  made  up 
new  patent  process,  and  are  superior  to  those  used  in  the  buildii 
the  Oreto  and  Alabama. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.] 

No.  154.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  November  4, 18 

Sir:  Soon  after  my  returning  from  my  \isit  to  Glasgow,  I  addr 
letters  to  the  United  States  ministers  at  Paris,  Madrid,  Lisbon, '. 
sels,  the  Hague,  Copenhagen,  Stockholm,  Berlin,  Vienna,  Turu 
Pet<?rsburg,  and  Constantmople,  and  to  the  consul  general  at  Alexai 
Egypt,  and  the  consul  at  Athens,  informing  them  that  an  iron 
Steamer  was  being  built  at  Glasgow,  by  George  and  James  Thorn 
for  some  foreign  government,  which  I  suspect^  was  intended  fc 
southern  rebels,  requesting  them  to  ascertain  from  the  governmei 
which  they  were  respectively  accredited  if  said  vessel  was  intende 
said  government.  Answers  have  been  received  by.  me  from  all  e: 
Stockliolm,  Madrid,  and  the  consul  general  at  Alexandria.  They 
all  made  inquiry  at  the  proper  department  and  state  that  the  ve« 
question  is  not  being  built  for  any  of  these  governments.  This  is  ne^ 
kind  of  testimony,  but  quite  conchisive,  so  far  as  it  goes,  that  she 
intended  for  any  of  these  governments.  My  information,  indepei 
of  this  negative  testimony,  satisfies  me  that  there  is  not  much  ( 
about  her  true  character.  The  officers  on  the  Alabama  spoke  of  l 
being  built  for  them  to  one  of  the  captains  whose  ship  they  ha 
stroyed;  and  on  Sunday  last  one  of  the  workmen  out  of  Mr.  Laird's 
informed  my  man  that  there  was  an  iron-chid  building  at  Glasgo 
the  South,  said  it  was  talked  about  and  well  understood  among  the 
in  the  yard.  All  this,  with  what  1  learned  when  at  Glasgow,  satisfi* 
that  there  is  no  doubt  about  her. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLI 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  357.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  March  21  j  li 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  two  notes^  dated  th 
and  23d  of  this  mouth,  which  have  passed  between  Lord  Bussd 
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respecting  certain  operations  of  the  rebels  in  fitting  out  an  anned 

fe  Glasgow.    It  is  proper  to  mention  that  the  investigation  ap- 

►  have  been  initiated  by  his  lordship  upon  information  not  fur- 

•om  this  legation,  and  that  his  communication  to  me  was  perfectly 

?ous. 

ve  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

rVlLLIAM  H.  SeWABD, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  March  21, 1803, 

have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  with  reference  to  the  report  that 
I  war  were  being  built  at  Glasgow  for  the  so-styled  Confederate 
lat  it  appears  from  information  collected  by  the  commissioners 
QS  that  there  are  only  two  large  steamers  in  coiuse  of  construc- 
le  yard  of  Messrs.  lliompson  and  Company ;  that  one  of  them 
ppearance  of  being  constructed  to  receive  armor  plates ;  but 
bottom  is  not  more  than  half  plated,  and  that  the  planking  of 
ides  has  only  just  been  commenced. 

iier  is  a  screw  stefimer,  intended  for  Messrs.  Burns,  of  Glasgow, 
be  employed  *in  the  Mediterranean  trade.    Neither  of  these 
,  however,  can  be  completed  for  several  months, 
the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideraation,  sir,  your  most 
humble  servant, 

liUSSELL. 
^s  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  dc,  dc 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  tke  United  States, 

London,  March  23,  1863. 

BD  f  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  lordship's  note  of  the  21st 
apprising  me  of  the  i)reparations  making  in  the  yard  of  Messrs. 
Q  &  Co.  of  a  vessel  evidently  constructed  for  hostile  puqioses. 
ion  of  the  same  nature  received  frojn  other  sources  has  led  me 
f  that  this  is  one  of  a  number  intended  to  carry  on  the  i)irat- 
es  of  warfare  practiced  by  the  insurgents  against  the  commerce 
lited  States,  in  accordance  with  the  plans  laid  doyni  in  the  in- 
correspondence  which  I  had  the  honor  some  time  since  to  lay 
a.  It  is  a  source  of  much  gratification  to  me  to  learn  that  this 
ig  is  exciting  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government. 
your  lordship  to  accei)t  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
1  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS- 
Ion.  Eabl  Bussell,  do.,  dc,  do. 
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Mr.  Adanis  io  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  493.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londonj  tkptember  10, 1863. 

Sm:  *  ♦  *  ♦  •  • 

There  is,  liowever,  still  one  very  lar^e  and  formidable  steam  vessel  oi- 
tlie  stocks  at  Glasgow,  whieli  I  am  led  to  believe  to  be  intended  for  the* 
rebels.    Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  reports  live  others,  rf. 
smaller  dimensions,  in  preparation  there  likewise.    As  yet,  we  have  doI 
obtained  any  evidence  upon  which  to  rest  a  remonstrance  against  their '^ 
departure.     Efforts  will,  how  ever,  be  made,  which,  in  conjunction  witli : 
the  more  decided  tone  of  the  government,  may  possibly  deter  the  build- 
ers from  ])rocceding  in  their  work.    Nothing  will  do  more  gocnl,  bow- 
ever,  in  Europe,  than  a  few  more  accoimts  of  what  is  done  by  (xeiieral 
Gilmore's  cannon.    They  are  as  effective  in  dispelling  delusions  jis  in 
breiiking  down  the  material  resistance  of  brick  and  stone.    We  anxiously 
await  the  later  reports. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  a 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WILLIA3I  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  lyudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  1C5.]  Liverpool  Consulate, 

Glasgow^  October  13, 18C3. 

Sir:  I  have  been  here  since  last  Saturday,  aiding,  so  far  as  I  can, oar 
consul  at  this  port  in  getting  up  evidence  to  stop  the  two  vessels  build- 
ing here  for  the  confederates.  I  sa v  two  vessels,  for  now  tliere  is  no 
more  doubt  about  the  combination  vessel  caUed  the  Canton,  and  to  wliica 
I  have  alluded  in  previous  dispatches,  than  there  is  about  the  ram.  Mr. 
Underwood,  who  had  grave  doubts  about  her  when  I  w  as  last  here,  a  \ 
now  (piite  as  well  siitistied  as  I  am  about  her  character;  a^d  if  he  has 
not  already  written  to  that  effect  to  the  department,  will  do  so  in  aveiy 
few  days.  Her  hull  is  entirely  iinished ;  niast^  in,  and  all  the  rigginf  ^ 
on;  her  port-holes  for  guns  cut;  bracing-bolt  and  rings  for  the  guDSj 
shot  lockers  and  powder  magazines  in;  and  she  was  to  have  beea^ 
launched  yesterday.  Every  preparation  was  made,  when  they  becan* 
frightened.  The  boilers  and  machinery  were  all  that  remained  to  com- 
plete her.  They  are  now  taking  out  the  ring-bolts,  magazint>s,  and  shot 
lockers,  and  stripping  her  of  everything  that  indicates  a  war  purpose 
They  are,  I  am  told,  even  closing  up  the  port-holes.  This  will  probabtj 
delay  the  launch  for  two  weeks,  but  when  she  goes  into  the  water  thene 
will  be  nothing  in  or  about  her  to  designate  her  character  as  a  war  vesaA 

The  Canton  is  bark-rigged,  and  very  much  the  same  model  as  the  Ah* 
bauni,  but  larger,  with  a  greater  draught  of  water,  and  capable  of  cann- 
ing, as  she  no  doubt  will,  a  much  heavier  armament.  Mr.  UnderwtoOf 
our  consul,  is  dohig  all  he  can  to  get  u])  a  case  against  her.  i  broo^ 
up  two  of  my  men  to  aid  him,  and  shall  leave  them  here  for  a  tune^  M 
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jet  he  has  no  positive  or  diroct  proof.  Th<4'e  an*  persons  enough  wlio 
ow  all  about  her,  and  who  will  tell  you  in  contidence,  but  who  arij  nn- 
'liiif:  to  make  an  afiidavit,  and  th(Te  is  no  means  provided  in  the  law 
^•oiiipel  them.  The  i>eople  here,  as  in  Liverixml,  seem  to  be  disposed 
issist,  as  far  as  they  can,  th(»se  peojile  in  their  wicked  and  unlawful 
ernes  against  our  government.  Fearing  that  we  shall  fail  to  obtain 
ueeessiiry  evidence,  and  being  entirely  satisfied  that  this  vessel,  the 
ton,  is  a  war  vessel  intended  for  th<*  insurgents  and  to  cruise  against 
United  States,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  sending 
r  at  once  sufficient  war  vessels  to  seize  her  when  she  sails.  In  view 
he  stopping  of  the  rams  at  Liverpool,  and  the  evident  alarm  of  the 
(lers  here,  it  is  quite  probable  that  they  may  send  her  off  as  soon  as 
iched,  and  put  her  machinery,  &c.,  in  at  some  port  entirely  outside 
he  United  Kingdom. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  II.  DUDLEY, 
on.  WiLLiAiVr  11.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

52.*).]  Legation  of  tiie  United  States, 

London,  October  L'3,  1803. 

[R:  On  the  17th  instant  I  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Kussell,  calling 
attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  a  war  vessel  now  being 
juhmI  at  Ghisgow  for  the  insurgents  in  the  United  ^States,  called  the 
ton.  Copies  of  that  note,  of  its  inclosure,  and  of  his  lordship's  ac- 
wledgnient,  are  transmitted  herewith. 

1  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedi(»nt  servant, 

CUAKLES  Fl^ANCIS  ADAMS. 
Ion.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adam^  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

jA)ndon,  October  17,  18G3. 

Hy  Lord:  It  is  with* great  regret  that  I  find  it  my  duty  once  more  to 
1  your  lordship's  attention  to  the  ettbrts  making  in  this  kingdom  to 
lUie  insurgents  in  Ameiica  in  carrying  on  their  resistance  to  the  gov- 
iment  of  the  United  States.  1  have  strong  reason  for  believing  that, 
addition  to  a  very  formidable  steam  ram  now  in  process  of  construc- 
n  at  the  port  of  Glasgow,  but  not  yet  so  far  advanced  as  fully  to  de- 
le^ her  character,  there  is  another  steamer  ready  to  be  launched,  called 
3  Canton,  having  all  the  characteristics  of  a  war  vessel,  which  is  about 
be  fitted  up  and  dispatched  with  the  same  intent  from  the  same  place. 
^  leave  to  submit  to  your  lordship's  consideration  some  extracts 
ID  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  W.  L.  Underwood,  esq.,  the  consul  of 
^United  States,  giving  some  information  in  regard  to  this  case.  Mr. 
iderwood  himself  entertains  no  doubt  of  the  destination  of  this  vessel 
hoBi^ftom  the  seerecy  used  in  the  process  of  construction  and 
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ration,  itself  a  cause  of  suspicion,  he  has  been  slow  in  gaining  evidews- 
on  wiiich  to  base  a  representation.  ^ 

Not  doubting  that  lier  Majesty's  government  T\ill  take  all  suitable mfM^ 
ures  to  ascertain  the  correctness  of  these  allegations,  I  pray  yonr  lof4' 
ship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration  with  wbidii 
have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

.  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAM8. 

Right  lion.  Earl  Russell,  cf-c,  etc.,  d-c. 


^  Mr,  Underwood  to  Mr.  Adams, 

[Extracts.] 

United  States  Consitlate, 

Glasgow ^  October  15,  im. 

Sir:  It  is  my  unpleasant  duty  to  inform  you  that  recently  it  hnscone 
to  my  knowledge  that  a  ship  of  war,  in  addition  to  the  formidable  iroi 
ram  of  which  I  have  heretofore  given  you  information,  is  now  beiny 
built,  and  nc^arly  ready  to  launch,  ii\  the  ship-yard  of  Messrs.  James  an^ 
George  Thompson,  of  this  city,  intended  for  and  belonging  to  the  Confed- 
erate States.  She  is  after  the  model  of  the  rebel  ship  Alabama.  ''Can- 
ton— London,"  are  the  words  gilded  on  her  stern.  She  is  a  clipper-buitt 
screw  steamer,  with  three  masts,  two  of  which  are  iron,  one  of  wood. 
Her  length  is  fnmi  two  hundred  and  eighty  to  three  hundred  i'eet  from 
stem  to  stern ;  her  beam  about  tifty-six  feet.  Uer  frame  is  iron,  bonlered 
u])  witli  teak-wood  planking,  about  five  inches  thick  in  the  inside,  up  to 
the  water  mark.  She  is  pierced  with  four  large  port-holes  and  four 
smaller  ones  on  each  side,  making  sixteen  in  all;  the  larger  ones  seem 
suited  for  the  sweep  and  play  of  pivot  guns.  She  is  constructed  to 
carry  the  greatest  i>ortion  of  h(»r  coals  in  iron  side  pocketi*  between  decks, 
so  as  to  give  an  unobstru(?ted  })assage  clear  through  from  one  fire-rooiuto 
the  other.  Her  water  draught  is  nuuked  fifteen  feet.  Has  "e^'ebolts" 
in  her  sides,  suitable  for  and  intend<'d  to  haiuUe  and  secure  her  <(iins. 
She  is  donkey  or  bark-rigged,  and  altogether  sinnlar  to  the  Alabama, the 
only  difference  being  that  she  has  an  iron  frame,  while  the  Alabama  lu» 
a  wooden  one.  She  is  jnobably  from  twelve  hundred  to  fifteen  huudred 
tons  burden,  can  be  launched  at  any  day,  and  is  understood  to  be  only 
waiting  for  the  spring  tide.  Her  propeller  is  two-bladed,  and  of  compo- 
sition metal,  very  hard,  being  a  mixt'iu-e  of  brass  and  copt>er,  with  the 
flanges  so  constructed  that,  in  case  one  is  injured,  another  may  be  put ia 
its  place  without  interfering  with  the  bush.  She*  is  known  in  theyaid 
as  the  "frigate."  She  has  a  screw  hoisting  gear  for  lifting  her  propd- 
ler,  and  when  it  is  up,  has  a  stern  that  falls  down  and  makes  her  apjisar 
like  a  sailing  shij).  ller  cylinder  is  sixty  inches  in  diameter.  Until  now 
the  eye-bolts  and  fixtures  tor  running  her  guns  in  and  out,  her  port-holea, 
and  other  characteristic  contrivances  that  mark  her  a  war  vessel,  were 
all  visible  and  apparent,  and  with  them  so  it  was  intended  to  have 
launched  her  on  some  day  of  last  week. 

But  in  order  to  conceal  the  character  of  the  vessel,  and  thus  elude  the 
vigilance  and  avoid  the  interference  of  the  government,  these  charact^ 
istic  fixtures  have  been  and  are  being  removed.  The  eye-bolts  for  the  p* 
•gear  have  been  drawn,  their  holes  stopped  and  effaced  and  the  hclLt»  »wi 
away,  to  be  replaced  when  the  ship  gets  to  sea.    The  doors  or  shuittci* 
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tie  port-holes  are  to  be  taken  from  the  hinges;  the  hin^jes  removed, 
(I  the  shutters  to  be  screwed  or  fastened  over  the  i)ort-hoU»s,  so  as  to 
sent  a  clean  side  until  she  ^ets  out.  It  is  not  expected  she  will  take 
lier  armament  here.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  nnderstooil  that,  as  soon 
laoached,  she  will  take  her  l>oilers  and  heaviest  machinery  aboanl, 

will  then  be  immediately  towed  to  some  phice,  to  me  unknown,  to 
ch  her  remaining  machinery*  will  be  transported  on  another  vessel, 

then  be  taken  on  board  by  her. 

lie  managers  of  the  Canton  are  fraudulently  seeking  to  evade  re- 
isibility  by  taking  advantiige  of  what  is  understood  to  be  the  letter 
he  British  nde  as  to  a  war  vessel's  responsibility  in  leaving  lu*r  ports 
ed,  &c.,  while  by  this  very  frauduleney  they  are  additionally  crim- 
,  since  her  hostile  intent  is  as  flagrant  and  clear  as  if  she  had  her 
$  on  board. 

can  only  hope  you  will  lay  this  case  before  the  British  government, 
that  in  its  own  wisdom  it  will  take  immediate  steps  to  investigate 
facts  I  liave  suggested,  and  to  alford  such  restraint  or  remedy  as  may 
jonsistent  alike  with  its  honor  and  duty. 

am  liappy  to  add  that  the  Scotch  law  affords,  as  I  am  advised,  i)ecu- 
facilities  to  such  preliminary  investigations  as  may  be  adopted  in 
lease,  inasmuch  as,  unlike  the  common  law,  it  tolerates  and  permits 
inquiry  and  interrogation  under  oath  of  the  party  immediately  impli- 
ed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

\V.  L.  UNDKKWOOl), 

United  States  Consul, 
Ion.  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister,  London, 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  October  10,  180;i. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowle<lge  the  re(*eii)t  of  your  letter  of 
e  17th  instant,  and  its  inclosures,  relative  to  a  vessel  said  to  be  in 
"Wse  of  construction  at  Glasgow,  intended  for  the  service  of  the  so- 
yled  Confederate  States,  and  I  have  to  states  to  you  that  I  have  lost  no 
me  in  comnHinicating  copies  of  the  same  to  the  proper  dei)artinent  of 
er  Majesty's  government,  in  order  that  immediate  inquiries  might  be 
ade  into  the  subject. 

lliave  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
bedient,  humble  servant, 

1UJS8ELL. 

Chaeles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dr.,  etc.,  dc 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extracts.] 

0. 172.1  United  States  Consi^.ate, 

Liverpool,  October  20,  18()3. 

&E:  On  Monday  last  I  went  to  Glasgow,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Under-  * 
XnI,  to  advise  with  bim  about  the  vessels  building  by  the  Me 
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Thompsou,  for  the  confederates,  {ind  more  pailicularly  the  steamer  called 
the  Canton,  which  is  to  be  launched  to-day. 

As  yet  we  have  no  positive  evidence  to  show  that  the  Cantonisfw 
the  confederates.  It  seems  to  be  almost  impossible  to  obtain  direct  evi- 
dence upon  this  point,  and  all  that  we  now  have  is  circumstantial.  Tliey 
have  taken  out  and  covered  up  everything  in  her  that  goes  to  show  to 
a  war  vessel.  The  port-holes  are  closed  up  and  paint4?d  over,  so  as  not 
to  show,  but  can  be  opened  at  any  moment.  Mr.  Adams  made  a  repie- 
sentation  to  the  British  government,  basted  upon  a  dispatch  of  Vl 
Underwood,  about  this  vessel.  Tbey  sent  to  the  collector  at  Glasgow  to 
|investigate  and  report  upon  it;  he  has  d(me  so,  and  sent  in  his  report, 
T)ut  like  the  collector  at  Liverpool,  in  the  ca^e  of  the  Oreto  and  Aii> 
bama,  has  whitewashed  the  vessel. 

As  I  have  stated  in  previous  dispatches,  I  have  no  doubt  about  tbii 
vessel ;  she  is  for  war  i)iu*poses,  and  intended  for  the  confetlerates.  8ta 
will  be  taken  to  some  other  port  to  receive  her  armament.  I  am  afraki 
our  evidence  will  not  be  strong  enough  to  induce  the  government  to 
detain  her;  hence  1  think  there  should  be  vessels  in  these  waters,  oril 
the  neighborhood,  to  seize  her  when  she  goes  out. 

The  Canton  is  a  fine-looking  vessel,  with  three  masts  and  bafkJ 
rigged  with  wire  rigging,  in  model  resembling  the  Alabama,  but  mudi 
larger.  One  rei)ort  I  have  says  three  hundred  feet  long;  another,  twv 
hundred  and  fifty  feet,  with  fifty  feet  beam.  She  will  clraw  fifteen  feet 
of  water  when  loaded.  Uer  frame  is  of  iron  of  unusual  strength;  ba 
planking  over  the  bottom  part  of  hull,  up  m^  far  as  the  wales,  is  four  and 
a  half  inches  thick;  above  this  it  is  of  iron.  The  bottom  is  coppered 
with  pure  (•opi)er.  The  frame  in  which  the  screw  works  is  a  composition 
of  copper  jind  brass.  The  screw  itself  is  a  patent,  just  like  that  in  the 
Alafeania,  and  so  constructed  that  they  can  take  out  one  of  the  blades 
that  may  be  injured,  and  put  in  another  without  interfering  with  the 
bush.  Her  lines  are  fine,  antl  judges  pronounce  her  a  fsist  sailer  under 
canvas  alone.  From  a  man  who  was  in  the  Alabama,  and  who  knows 
all  about  engines,  and  who  has  been  over  this  vessel  and  seen  tte 
engines,  1  learn  that  she  is  pierced  for  twelve  guns,  six  on  each  side, 
and  for  three  pivot  guns;  that  she  has  a  bulk-head  up  and  a  double 
stern ;  that  she  has  what  are  known  as  low-pressure  condensing  engineej 
cylinder  sixty  inches  in  diameter;  piston  two  feet  and  nine  inches 
stroke,  .to  work  horizontally,  and  to  be  phuied  some  five  feet  below  wa<w 
line.  Her  boilers  are  four  in  number,  with  fiat  tops,  also  placed  five  feel 
under  water,  with  coal-bunkers  at  the  sides  and  over  the  tops,  so  con- 
structed as  to  completely  guard  them  from  shot.  He  describes  the 
boilers  and  engines  as  just  like  those  in  the  Alabama,  only  larger.  Bfc 
says  the  engines  will  be  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  horse-jiower,  nomi- 
nal.    She  has  two  fire-rooms  communicating,  one  funnel,  telescopic,   ft 

will  take  some  four  or  five  weeks  to  comi)lete  her  after  she  is  launched. 

•  #  •  *      '  #  •  • 

I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

JSecretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  November  12, 1863. 

Underwood,  our  consnl  at  Glasgow,  made  a  formal  applica- 
eollector  at  that  port  to  stop  the  frigate  Pampero  (late  Can- 
the  foreign  enlistment  act,  on  Tuesday  last,  ou  the  ground 
%  war  vessel  built  for  the  so-called  confederate  government, 
\  commit  acts  of  hostility  and  make  war  against  the  govem- 
eople  of  the  United  States.    The  application  is  based  upon| 
imong  them  his  own,  and  mine,  about  the  intercepted  dis- 
lich  are  now  in  my  hands.    I  regret  to  say  that  there  is  no 
d  direct  testimony  among  them,  showing  the  vessel  to  be 
B  confederates.    They  show  her  to  be  built  as  a  war  vessel; 
.  not  adapted  for  commercial  i>urpo8es ;  that  she  has  port- 
ring-bolts  for  guns,  and  other  fittings  to  adapt  her  for  a  war 
some  of  the  ring-bolts  have  been  taken  out;  others  cased  in 
>rary  casing,  and  the  port-holes  closed  up  with  screws,  &c. 
ce  that  she  is  for  the  confederates  is  entirely  circumstanti^ 
y;  that  the  foreman  and  men  in  and  about  the  yai-d  repre- 
being  for  the  confederates,  &c.    It  was  thought  best  to  make 
tion  at  once,  upon  such  CAidence  as  we  had,  for  fear  she 
dut.    This  does  not  prevent  us  from  filing  additional  affida- 
should  discover  anything  new  or  material.    Mr.  Underwood 
JO  Mr.  Adams  copies  of  the  application  and  afiidavits,  to  be 
Earl  Kussell.    I  presume  he  has  ab'cady  done  this. 
•    She  had  the  name  "  Canton,  of  London,"  in  gildediriet- 
r  stem.    The  day  before  she  was  launched  "Canton"  was- 
ad  "Pampero"  put  in  its  place.    She  was  christened  by  Mrs., 
the  wife  of  the  Galbraith  of  the  house  of  P.  Hendricksoni 
Glasgow.    This  is  the  same  house  referred  to  in  George  N. 
nemorandum,  among  the  intercepted  correspondence,  as  the 
aibraith  &  Co.,  of  Scotland.    Mr.  Underwood  tells  me  she  has 
1  valves  in  her  bottom  for  the  imrpose  of  flooding  her  maga- 
'  sinking  her  down  in  the  water  during  an  engagement,  and 
as  donkey  engines  to  pump  her  out  again.    She  will  have 
I  and  prove  a  most  mischievous  and  dangerous  craft  to  our 
'essels  if  she  gets  oflP.    She  will  be  finished  and  ready  for  sea 
wo  weeks.    Captains  North,  Sinclair,  and  Terrant  are  now 
D  one  house  in  Glasgow,  incognito.    They  are  superintending 
Mid  the  rams.    I  think  it  probable  that  one  of  them  is  to  take 
>f  her  when  finished.    •    •    •    •    • 
I,  sir,  very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
uliamH.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  Kovember  19, 1863. 

ving  received  copies  of  some  depositions  which  Mr.  Underwood, 
at  Glasgow,  had  caused  to  be  prepared  and  sent  in  to  t\i^   ^ 
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lector  of  that  port,  toaching  the  constraction  and  outfit  of  the  steam* 
Canton,  alias  the  Pampero,  I  concluded  to  transmit  them  to  Lord  ^Bm-  ] 
sell,  together  with  a  note.    Copies  of  this  note,  of  the  other  papers,  ari  - 
of  his  lordship's  acknowledgment,  are  herewith  transmitted.    Thenil 
increasing  difficulty  in  obtaining  evidence  of  intent  since  the  animoatf  I 
the  government  has  become  the  source  of  greater  apprehension.  ; 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLE8  FRAI^CIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  Unitbd  States, 

London^  November  14, 186SL 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  copifli^ 
a  number  of  additional  depositions  taken  before  the  collector  at  Glw 
^ow,  all  going  to  corroborate  the  evidence  already  presented  toudiiril 
the  outfit  and  preparation  of  the  steamer  Canton,  alias  Pampero^  V 
objects  similar  to  those  now  prosecuted  by  the  Japan,  alia^s  the  Gecqjiik^ 
issued  from  the  same  port. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considaB-i 
tion  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedkil 
servant 

'  CHAELES  FEAI^OIS  ADAM& 

Bight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  <£t.,  c&c,  &c. 


Deposition  of  W.  L.  Underwood. 

I,  Warner  Lewis  Underwood,  of  'No.  5  Newton  Terrace,  Sanchiehil 
street,  in  the  city  of  Glasgow,  in  the  county  of  Lanark,  make  oath  «i 
say,  that  I  am  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  porlrf 
Glasgow  and  its  dependencies ;  that  I  have  now  resided  in  Glasgovil 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  said  consulate  for  upwards  of  one  yan 
that  shortly  after  my  arrival  here,  my  attention  was  called  to  the  im 
that  there  was  being  built  in  the  ship-yard  of  Messrs.  James  and  QttKp 
Thompson,  of  Glasgow,  a  vessel-of-war  for  the  use  of  the  so-called  Ow* 
federate  States,  then  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States  of  Ajnerk& 
known  as  the  Earn,  and  now  in  process  of  construction  and  unlaonflM 
in  the  yard  of  the  said  James  and  George  Thompson,  being  a  foimidabfe 
iron-clad  vessel  of  war;  that  some  months  ago  I  learned  that  a  farther 
vessel  was  in  course  of  construction  by  the  said  James  and  Qeatgp 
Thompson,  and  the  said  last-mentioned  vessel  has  been  recently  launeM 
from  the  ship-yard  of  the  said  James  and  George  Thompson,  and  is  nfliv 
l.\ing  in  the  river  Clyde,  at  or  near  to  the  foot  of  Finnestin  nHxtfti 
Broomidan;  that  my  attention  was  further  directed  to  the  constroctut 
of  such  vessels  of  war,  and  to  the  object  of  their  construction,  by  a  pent 
sal  of  the  intercepted  correspondence  between  the  agents  of  -flie  ttt 
federates  in  America  and  those  in  Europe,  which  is  more  i>artiGo]ii|f 
refeiTcd  to  in  the  accompanying  afiidavit  of  Mr.  Thomas  Haines  DadkK  ^ 
to  which  reference  is  here  made,  and  which  is  adopted  and  made  jtsttm  \ 
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9  affidavit,  a  copy  of  said  coiTeHiwndence  haviug  been  sent  to  uio  by 

United  States  Se^jretary  of  State ;  that  before  being  launehed,  the 
I  last-mentioned  vessel  had  gilded  on  her  stem  the  words  ''  Canton^ 
idon  ;^  that  on  the  day  she  was  launched  the  word  <^  Canton'^  had 
ippeared,  and  tfie  word  "  Panijiero  "  was  gilded  where  it  had  been, 
[  aisio  was  seen  on  a  Hag  which  Aoated  from  one  of  her  masts;  that  I 
*  present  on  the  immediate  opposite  side  of  the  Clyde  at  th(^  time  of 

launch,  the  river  being  there,  in  my  judgment  and  opinion,  about 
>  hundred  yards  wide;  that  I  was  in  full  view  of  the  ship,  and, 
ides,  bad  a  strong  glass  with  which  to  aid  my  vision ;  that  there  were 

a  great  many  persons  present,  but  1  had  iK)inted  out  to  me,  by  a 
itleman  who  knew  them,  Messrs.  James  Galbraith  and  Robert  Hen-. 
>«on,  known  members  of  the  firm  of  Patrick  Henderson  and  Co.,  and 
ogiiized  agents  in  Glasgow  of  W.  S.  Linsiiy  &  Co.,  of  L<mdon ;  that 
!se  two  gentlemen,  in  company  with  one  or  two  others  whom  I  did  not 
ow,  immediately  prior  to  the  iaunch  of  said  ship,  tOi)k  an  active  and 
ispicuous  part  in  looking  after  the  preparations  of  the  launch,  giving, 
parently,  directions  concerning  it;  that  on  the  day  after  the  launch, 
i  following  notice  of  it  was  pnblisliod  in  the  same  woixls  in  the  Jour- 
[j  Mail,  and  Herald,  newspai)ers  publishe<l  in  Glasgow: 
^*  Messrs.  James  and  George  Thompson  laun<;hed,  yesterday,  from  their 
ilding  yard  at  Goran,  a  screw  steamer  of  alM)ut  1,000  tons  register, 
us  vessel  has  been  constructed  for  London  owners,  and  as  she  took  the 
Iter,  was  named  the  *  Pami)ero,'  by  Mrs.  Galbraith.  After  the  launch, 
id  friends  of  the  owners  and  builders  present  ac^journed  to  the  model 
om,  when  the  usual  good  wishes,  on  such  occasions,  were  expressed 
id  responded  to." 

That  prior  to  the  launch  of  said  ship,  I  had  frequently  seen  her,  and  I 
ate  that  she  was  at  first  constructe<i  with  eight  port-holes,  plain^^  to 
e  .se«*n ;  that  a  short  time,  say  a  week  or  ten  days,  Ix^fore  she  wjis 
iauche<l,  those  port-holes  were  ciirefuUy  close<l,  and  eflfaccMl  by  putty 
nd  xmint,  or  other  material,  so  that  no  tra<^e  could  be  seen  of  them, 
icept  that  the  hinges  of  their  doors  were  visible;  that  I  have  thv  fol- 
nring  distinct  items  of  infonnation  touching  said  vessel,  which  1  fully 
Dd  sincerely  believe  to  be  true,  most  of  which  can  be  verified  and 
itabhshed  by  an  inspection  of  the  vessel,  to  wit : 

L  That  in  addition  to  the  i)ort-lioles  above  spoken  of  and  referred  to, 
he  was  at  first  constructed  with  eye  or  ring-lMilts,  corresponding  with 
ud  port  holes,  suited  for  and  intended  to  handle  guns;  that  these  eye- 
oitB,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  have  been  removed,  and  the  places 
rbere  they  were  have  been  disgiused  by  fa<;ings  on  the  bulwarks,  and 
ke  eye-bolts  stowed  away  to  be  inseried  h(»reafter. 

2.  That  she  had  magtizines  constructed ;  these  have  been  attempted 
» be  concealed  and  disguised  under  the  ap])earan(*e  of  water-tanks. 

3.  That  she  has  one  hundred  and  fifty  lockers,  and  sixteen  mess-racks, 
rmore,  for  eight  men  esich. 

4.  That  she  has  about  fifteen  holes  or  apertures  in  the  bottom,  duly 
Mmred  by  valves  and  stop-cocks,  for  the  rapi<l  introduction  of  water 
to  her  hold^  with  an  appropriate  number  of  pumps  to  pump  it  out 
»ain  as  required. 

5.  That  her  machinery  and  boilers  are  those  of  a  war  vessel,  all  under 
le  water  line,  and  thus  out  of  reach  of  an  enemy's  shot,  wliile  at  the 
ime  time  they  occupy  much  of  the  space  ap]ux>priated  to  cargo  in  a 
erchant  Teasel. 

6.  That  the  form,  material,  and  arrangements  of  her  propeller  indicate 
lat  she  is  a  vessel  of  war. 


212  ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY. 

7.  That  her  bulwarks  are  about  seven  feet  high,  so  as  to  < 
crew  from  the  sight  of  an  opi)osing  vessel,  and  to  afford  them 

8.  That  on  her  cut- water  or  bow,  immediately  under  the  1 
painted  or  gilded  a  miniature  figure,  about  a  foot  high,  of  t 
of  liberty,  with  a  staff  in  her  hand,  on  which  is  surmounted  a 
and  what  is  iiiteuded,  I  believe,  the  palmetto  plant,  is  sp: 
around  her  feet.  I  farther  state  that  I  have  been  informed, 
believe^  that  the  contract  with  the  Messrs.  Thompson  for  the 
said  ship  Pampero  was  and  is  entered  into  with  a  certain  p 
as  the  agents  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  Ami 
Captain  Suiclair,  mentioned  in  the  exhibit  (D)  to  Mr.  Dudley 

.  together  with  Messrs.  Ten  net  and  North,  officers  of  the  confed 
have  been  spending  most  of  this  year,  and  perhaps  a  part 
Glasgow  and  its  vicinity,  and,  accoixling  to  my  information 
giving  necessary  oversight  and  attenticm  to  the  construction 
sel  and  the  ram  first  mentioned ;  that  from  the  foregoing  fac 
affidavits  of  Tlioma«  Haines  Dudley,  John  Latham,  Archibald 
and  William  Dryer,  and  facts  which  have  come  to  my  kno^ 
confidential  manner,  and  which  I  am  not  now  at  liberty  t<: 
satisfied,  and  fully  believe,  said  vessel  Pampero  is  a  war  v 
and  intended  for  the  so-called  Confederate  States  in  America, 
acts  of  hostility  and  make  war  upon  the  government  and  ik 
United  States. 

W.  L.  UKDEr 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  custom-house  in  Glasgow,  on  the  . 
November,  1863. 

FEED.  W.  TKEVOR, 


Deposition  of  Thomas  H.  Dudley. 

I,  Thomas  Haines  Dudley,  of  No.  3  Wellesley  Terrace,  Pri: 
Liveqjool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  esquire,  do  solemnly,  sin 
truly  affirm  and  declare  that  the  taking  of  an  oath  is  contrary 
scientious  scruples,  and  1  do  also  solemnly,  sincerely,  and  truly 
declare  a«  follows:  That  I  am  the  consul  of  the  United  States  < 
for  the  port  of  Liverpool  and  its  dependencies;  that  soon  afti 
lication  hereinafter  referred  to  I  received  information  from  i 
ment  of  the  United  Suites  that  certain  correspondence  betwe^ 
ernment  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  America  and  tl 
to  their  representatives  and  agents  in  pjiirope  had  been  iuten 
that  the  same  was  then  in  the  hands  of  the  government  of 
States  of  America;  that  soon  after  I  had  received  the  above  i; 
I  received  firom  the  State  Department  of  the  United  States  a  < 
Daily  National  Intelligencer,  published  at  Washington,  on 
the  ITth  day  of  January,  1803,  containing  the  publication  of 
cei)ted  correspondence;  that  I  now  refer  to  the  said  copy  < 
newsi)aper,  which  is  annexed  and  signed  by  me  as  relative  1 
particularly  to  certain  portions  of  said  correspondence  and  me 
thei'ein  published,  consisting :  1.  Of  duplicate  letter  from  Mr. 
Mr.  Ma^n,  <lated  October  26,  1862.  2.  Letter  from  George  ; 
to  lieed  Sanders,  dated  August  5, 1862.  3.  Unsigned  letter 
andum,  (without  date,)  addressed  to  the  Hon.  S.  B.  Mallory,  » 
the  navy.  4.  Memorandum  following  the  last-mentioned  unsi; 
or  memorandum,  without  date  or  address.  5.  Letter  tcom  Mr 
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.lny,  secretary  of  the  na\y,  to  the  Hon.  C.  G.  Memininger,  secretary  of 

ybtraumy,  dated  October  27, 1862.    6.  Ijetter  from  Mr.  Memminger  to 

MaUory,  dated  October  30, 1862.    7.  Letter  from  Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr. 

dated  October  30, 1862;  which  said  letters  and  memoranda  are 

A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  and  G,  re8i)ectively,  on  said  copy  of  newspa- 

and  initialled  by  me  as  relative  thereto ;  that  since  tJie  pnblicatiou 

I  the  newspaper  above  mentioned  of  the  intercepted  correspondence,  I 

leeeived  from  the  State  Department  the  original  manuscripts  from 

the  aforesaid  publication  was  made,  and  I  have  the  said  original 

)t8  in  my  possession  at  Liveri)ool,  and  am  prepared  to  priKluce 

_  when  required  by  the  proper  authorities ;  that  I  understand  and 

were  the  house  of  Galbraith  &  Co.,  referred  to  in  memorandum  D, 

mhn  mentioned,  is  the  same  house  as  Messrs.  Patrick  Henderson  & 

^liBpany,  of  Glasgow,  of  which  firm  Mr.  James  Galbraith  is,  I  believe, 

^niithe  partners. 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

iiBrmed  at  the  custom-house,  Gla^sgow,  the  10th  day  of  November, 

FRED'K  W.  TREVOR,  Collector. 


Deposition  of  John  Latham. 

[,  John  Latham,  of  No.  8  Douglas  street,  in  the  city  of  Glasgow,  and 
mty  of  Lanark,  make  oath  and  say :  That  I  am  an  engineer,  and  have 
ved  as  engineer  of  steamers  for  the  last  eight  years;  that  I  have 
ve^i  on  board  of  war  ships  for  live  years,  and  for  about  five  months 
served  as  fireman  on  board  of  the  Alabama;  that  1  have  also 
ved  in  the  merchant  service  for  about  four  years ;  that  I  have  seen 
vessel  called  the  Pampero,  which  has  been  recently  launched  from 
ship-building  yard  of  Messrs.  James  and  George  Thompson,  of  Glas- 
r ;  tlitit  I  was  on  board  of  her  before  she  was  launched ;  that  nine 
t-holes  were  pierced  on  each  side  of  said  ship,  and  one  of  these  port- 
es  on  each  side  api>eared  to  be  intended  as  a  gangway ;  that  before 
1  Bhip  was  launched  the  said  port-holes,  with  the  exception  of  one  on 
h  «de,  were  closed  with  movable  shutters,  and  these  movable  shut- 
B  were  secured  by  rivets  on  the  inside,  and  I  saw  the  joints  ov  seams 
ere  the  shutters  met  filled  up  with  red  lead  putty  and  painted  over, 
1  nothing  is  now  visible  of  the  aforesaid  port-holes  but  the  hinges  of 
I  said  movable  shutters ;  that  I  obsers- ed  rings  or  eye-bolts  on  the  side 
the  said  ship  on  each  side  of  each  of  the  said  port-holes :  that  1  after- 
rds  saw  some  of  these  rings  or  eye-bolts  removed,  and  the  sides  of 
)  ship  are  now  cased  over,  and  the  places  intended  for  fastening  on  these 
gs  or  eye-bolts  are  not  now  visible ;  that  I  have  always  seen  similar 
gs  or  eye-bolts  in  the  men-of-war  in  which  I  have  served,  and  they  are 
A  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  guns  and  of  moving  them  back- 
rds  and  forwards;  that  in  the  merchant  vessels  in  which  I  have 
led  I  never  saw  such  rings  or  eye-bolts  as  I  have  described,  and  there 
10  lue  for  them  in  merchant  vessels ;  that  the  name  Canton,  London, 
B  at  first  gilded  upon  the  stern  of  the  said  ship,  but  that  before  the 
d  ship  WM  launched  that  name  wa^?  changed  to  rami>ero ;  that  1  be- 
ne the  said  ship  was  known  and  designated  in  the  yard  of  Messrs. 
sies  and  Giwrge  Thompson  as  the  frigate,  and  on  one  occasion  when 
rae  in  tibe  yaird,  I  asked  for  one  Charles  Gibson,  who  had  be^ii  m  Wi^ 
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ein])loyineiit  of  Messrs.  Thompson,  and  I  was  informed  by  on^^ie  cii^ 
engineers  working  in  the  yard  that  he  did  not  know  the  man,bcz:^atttrtjf 
I  went  over  to  the  frigate  (pointing  to  the  said  vessel  now  called  ^B6e  As 
pern)  I  would  likely  find  him  there;  that  the  bulwarks  of  saidshi  ;M^ankf 
tween  seven  and  eight  feet  in  height;  that  I  have  seen  the  bm  lentd 
engines  of  said  vessel;  that  the  boilers  are  four  in  number,  antX  MmM 
in  construction ;  that  the  engines  are  horizontal,  and  the  whoie^  Ml 
boilers  and  engines,  are  under  the  water  line;  that  the  constnmcti^irf 
the  boilers  is  such  as  to  take  up  a  deal  of  carrying  space,  which  ^^ 
not  suit  a  merchant  vessel ;  that  in  order  to  save  space,  a  merchant  <^ 
would  likely  have  two  boilers  in  place  of  four,  and  such  boilers  cti^\ 
be  made  of  the  same  extent  of  the  Pampero,  by  being  constructed^^ 
usual  in  merchant  ships,  above  the  water  line;  that  the  saidshipap; 
to  be  about  two  hundred  fifty  feet  in  length,  and  between  forty  and ) 
in  beam ;  that  from  the  whole  construction  and  build  of  the  said  shift 
consider  and  declare  that  the  said  shij)  is  intended  and  adapted  for  tr* 
like  imrposes,  and  not  for  mercantile  service. 

JOHN  LATHAlt 


Sworn  before  me  at  the  custom-house  in  Glasgow,  this  10th  day  • 
November,  1863. 

FRED'K  W.  TREVOR,  Oollectar. 


% 


Deposition  of  William  Dayer. 


I,  William  Dayer,  ship-joiner,  of  Ifo.  29  Salisbury  street,  in  the  city 
of  Grlasgow,  and  county  of  Lanark,  make  oath  and  say  :  That  I  am  pie- 
sently  in  the  employment  of  Messrs.  James  and  George  Thompson,  diip* 
builders  in  Glasgow,  and  have  been  in  their  employment  for  the  lak 
three  weeks ;  that  a  vessel  has  been  recently  launcheil  from  the  ship- 
building yard  of  Messrs.  James  and  George  Thompson  calle<l  the  Pan- 1 
pero ;  that  previous  to  being  launched  the  name  Canton,  London,  ^wi  f 
gilded  on  said  ship's  stern,  and  the  day  betbre  the  said  ship  was  launcbed  J^ 
her  name  was  changed  to  Pampero;  that  I  have  been  many  times  on  ir 
board  of  said  vessel,  while  in  course  of  construction ;  that  the  said  vefr  S 
sel  has  eight  port-holes,  besides  oni>  large  one  on  each  side;  that  tta 
large  one  might  serve  as  a  gang\vay ;  that  these  port-holes  were  aefli 
open  by  me,  but  that  they  were  afterwards  closed,  and  still  rennii 
closed ;  that  the  port-holes  have  been  closed  up  by  the  movable  shrt- 
t-ers  being  secured  on  the  inside  by  bolts,  and  the  joints  or  seams  dosed 
up,  and  nothing  is  now  \i8ible  of  the  port-holes  save  the  hingeBj  tW 
rings  or  eye-bolts  were  fitted  on  the  deck  of  said  ship  on  each  side  rf 
each  of  the  port-holes ;  that  the  object  of  these  rings  or  eye-bolts  appctftl 
to  be  to  fasten  guns,  and  serve  as  a  means  of  moving  them  baekwaidi 
and  forwards ;  that  seven  of  these  ringfi  or  eye-bolts  on  each  side  iwrt  ^ 
rem4>ved  before  the  laimch,  and  the  places  where  they  were  filled  ip  S 
have  been  lined  up ;  that  the  ring  or  eye-bolts  opposite  one  port-hob  '-^ 
on  each  side  of  the  vessel  of  the  bows  still  remain ;  that  the  bulwBito  ^ 
of  said  vessel  are  about  seven  feet  in  height ;  that  there  are  about  flftM  ^ 
stop-cocks  and  valves  on  the  bottom  of  the  said  ship,  with  grating  Qi  a 
the  outside;  that  some  of  these  are  veiy  close  to  one  another;  that  tiM  ? 
numl>er  of  the  stop-cocks  and  valves  is  more  than  are  required  for  Hw  jn-  i 
poses  of  the  engines,  and  for  ordinary  ship  purposes,  and  I  believe  tM  i 
the  extra  number  have  been  fitted  with  a  view  to  adapt  the  said  ship  to  1 
warlike  purposes,  and  among  others  to  di'own  the  magaiine  in  cam  of 


8  places  for  dishes  for  eight  men ;  that  from  the  number  of  lock-  fj] 

mess-racks  thns  constructed  for  said  ship,  taken  in  connection 
ker  circumstances,  I  am  of  the  opinion,  and  believe,  that  the  said 
Dot  intended  or  built  for  mercantile  service ;  that  I  cannot  state 
smacy  the  measurements  of  said  vessel,  but  I  tliink  her  length 
;  two  hundred  feet,  or  upwards,  and  her  water-mark  about  fif- 
f;  at  the  bow,  and  sixteen  feet  at  the  stern ;  that  I  cannot  state 
adth  of  her  be^m,  but  she  is  of  very  fine  proportions,  and  I 
her  tonnage  to  be  about  one  thousand  tons,  builder's  measure- 
hat  the  general  belief  among  the  workmen  in  the  yard  is  that 
\  vessel  is  built  as  a  vessel  of  war  for  the  Confederate  States  of 
,  and  since  I  have  commenced  to  work  in  the  yard  of  the  said 
nd  George  Thompson,  such  has  been  the  universal  reputation 
d  ship  among  my  fellow- workmen ;  that  among  us  she  generally 
the  name  of  "  another  Alabama,''  "  another  290,"  and  such  like 

WILLIAM  DAYER. 

before  me  at  the  custom-house  in  Glasgow,  this  10th  day  of 
3r,  1803, 

FEED'K  W.  TREVOR,  Collector. 


Deposition  of  William  Cook. 

liam  Cook,  of  No.  1,  Clermont  street,  in  the  city  of  Glasgow, 
ity  of  Lanark,  make  oath  and  say :  That  I  am  a  ship  broker 
mission  merchant  in  Glasgow ;  that  I  wa.s  present  at  the  launch 
ip  called  the  Pampero,  on  the  29th  of  October,  1863,  from  the 
1  of  Messrs.  James  and  George  Thompson,  ship-builders,  Glas- 
at  I  am  acquainted  with  Messrs.  Robert  Henderson  and  James 
h,  ship  brokers  in  Glasgow,  and  partners  of  the  firm  of  Patrick 
on  &  Co.,  merchants  in  Glasgow ;  that  the  said  firm  of  Patrick 

rm  Mr  C\i\    ttrtk  -PAnntWI  fn  su*f.  na  si.flrPTif-.a  in  C^'laactfwc  nf  fho  -firm  nf 


216  ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY. 

for  mercantile  service ;  that  lier  appearance  impressed  me  with  thebeW 
that  she  was  adapted  for  war  purposes,  and  not  for  mercantile  service. 

WILLIAJVI  COOK. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  custom-honse  in  Glasgow,  this  10th  day  d 
November,  1863. 

FRBD'K  W.  TREVOR,  CoUeetw, 


Deposition  of  Archibald  McLellan. 

I,  Archibald  McLellan,  joiner,  of  No.  45  Eglinton  street,  in  the  dty 
of  Glasgow  and  county  of  Lanark,  make  oath  and  say : 

That  I  have  been  employed  in  shipbuilding  yards  as  a  joiner  for  tlie 
last  nine  years ;  that  I  was  informed  about  five  months  ago,  by  James 
Ilenuing,  joiner,  in  the  employment  of  Messrs.  James  and  George  Thomp- 
son, that  they  were  building  a  ram  and  a  privateer  in  the  yard  oi 
Messrs.  James  and  George  Thompson  for  the  Confederate  States  of 
America ;  that  we  had  l>een  conversing  about  the  screw  steamer  Georgia, 
which  had  about  that  time  sailed  from  Clyde,  as  a  privateer,  and  in 
the  course  of  our  coaversation  the  said  James  Henning  volunteered 
the  above  information  regarding  the  ram  and  the  privateer;  that 
about  three  weeks  ago  I  casually  met  one  Kinlock,  a  carpenter,  in  tiie 
employment  of  the  said  Jauies  and  George  Thompson,  and  in  the  coone 
of  convei'sation  he  stated  that  he  was  engaged  fitting  up  magazines  oa 
board  of  the  new  vessel  built  by  the  said  James  and  George  ThompMO 
called  the  Pampero,  and  he  said  he  was  fitting  them  up  as  w^ater  tanka; 
that  the  said  Kinlock  further  stated  that  the  vessel  had  been  fitted  op 
with  messrooms  for  a  large  crew,  and  that  these  had  been  taken  dowa 
and  marked,  with  a  view  to  be  put  ux>  again ;  that  I  have  frequently  seea 
the  said  ship  Pampero  while  in  the  course  of  construction,  and  about 
seven  weeks  ago  I  siiw  her  lying  in  the  yard  of  the  said  James  and 
George  Tliompson,  and  I  observed  that  there  were  eight  port-hdei 
pierced  in  the  side  of  the  said  ship  which  was  towards  me,  three  of  whid 
port-holes  were  larger  than  the  other  five,  and  might  be  used  as  well  fi» 
gang\vays  as  for  the  sweep  of  pivot-guns ;  tlmt  the  said  port  holes  were 
then  open ;  that  since  the  said  ship  was  launched,  I  have  seen  her  on 
fi'equent  occjisious,  and  I  then  observed  that  the  port-holes  above  men- 
tioned, with  one  or  two  excei)tions,  have  been  closed  up,  and  nothing  ii 
visible  of  these  port-holes  but  the  hinges ;  that  on  one  occason,  in  the 
course  of  last  week,  I  was  on  board  of  said  ship,  as  she  lay  in  the  riw 
Clyde,  and  I  observed  four  eye-bolts  opposite  certain  of  the  port-hokif 
which  I  saw  were  intended  for  securing  guns :  that  on  fi*equent  occasioMy 
besides  those  above  referred  to,  I  have  heard  irom  various  persons  in  the 
employment  of  the  said  James  and  George  Thompson  that  the  said  ship 
Pami>ero  was  being  built  for  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  andtke 
said  ship  had  the  universal  reputation  among  these  persons  of  being  t 
vessel  of  war  or  privateer  for  the  Coufederate  States ;  that  the  conatroe- 
tiou  of  said  ship  is,  in  my  opinion,  in  accordance  with  that  reimtAtioO) 
.and  in  the  course  of  my  experience  I  have  not  seen  a  vessel  built  for  the 
merchant  service,  of  similar  construction  as  the  said  ship  Pampero,  and 
I  believe  that  the  said  ship  Pampero  is  built  for  warlike  poiposea,  not 
for  the  merchant  service. 

ARCHIBALD  MoLELLAB. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  custom-house  in  Glasgow^  this  10th  day  o: 
November,  18C3, 

FRED'K  W.  TREVOR,  OoJket^r. 
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Uarl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoBBiGN  Office,  November  16, 1863. 

Sre :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
ith  instant,  inclosing  further  pai>er8  respecting  the  Canton,  and  I  have 

>  state  to  yon  that  I  have  lost  no  time  in  forwarding  copies  of  the  same 

>  the  proper  department  of  her  Mjijesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
»edient,  humble  servant, 

KUSSELL. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq ,  c&c,  <£t.,  dkc. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

0.186.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  November  24, 1863. 

Sm :  The  government  have  instructed  one  of  their  officials  at  Glasgow 
I  inquire  into  the  matter  of  the  construction  of  war  steamer  Pampero, 
nldmg  there  by  the  Thompsons  for  the  confederates. 
They  have  the  i)ower,  under  the  Scotch  law,  to  summon  witnesses, 
id  compel  them  to  testify.  Pending  the  inquiry,  they  have  placed 
le  vessel  under  surveillance,  and  stationed  a  gunboat  to  watch  her. 

If  the  officer  is  only  honest  in  his  investigation,  and  desirous  of  ascer- 
lining  the  truth,  all  will  be  well,  and  the  vessel  stopped ;  but  if  he  acts 
I  most  of  the  other  subordinate  officials  with  whom  I  have  had  to  deal, 
ewHl  whitewash  the  vessel  and  let  her  go.  I  think  her  Majesty's  gov- 
nunent  are  now  in  earnest  and  disposed  to  do  what  is  right.  I  was  up 
i  Glasgow  again  on  Saturday  last  •  •  •  ♦  •  lie  told  us  that  the 
lessel  Pami)ero  is  for  the  cocdFederates.  He  says  that  Lieutenant  Sin- 
hir  is  suiHjrintending  her  construction,  and  that  P.  Henderson  &  Co., 
ke  agents  of  the  confederacy  at  Glasgow,  jiay  the  money  for  her.  The 
ouse  of  P.  Henderson  &  Co.  is  composed  of  Patrick  Henderson  and  a 
4Q  by  the  name  of  Galbraith,  and  is  the  same  house  referred  to  by 
eorge  N.  Sanders,  in  the  intercei)ted  correspondence,  as  Galbraith  & 
)wy  of  Scotland.  Galbraith's  wife,  you  will  recollect,  christened  this 
sael.  He  says  it  is  the  custom  of  the  Thompsons,  when  they  get  a  con- 
ict  for  building  a  vessel,  to  make  a  draught  of  her,  and  to  place  upon 
e  draught  the  name  of  tne  vessel,  and  the  flag  under  which  she  is  to 
Q;  tiiat  in  this  case  the  name  was  Virginia,  and  the  flag  the  confed- 
wk ;  that  this  flag  was  painted  upon  the  draught.  He  says  that  the 
ig-bolts,  a  wheel  below  the  water-line  for  steering  the  vessel,  and  two 
iwder  magazines  were  in,  and  many  of  the  other  fixtures  necessary  for  a 
iflsel  of  war;  but  these  were  all  removed  before  the  vessel  was  launched, 
id  he  knows  where  they  are.  She  also  has  made,  and  ready  to  be  put 
her,  one  hundred  and  twenty  copi)er  iK)wder  tanks.  •  •  •  •  • 
e  says  her  armament  is  only  to  be  eleven  guns.    My  previous  informa- 

)n  is  that  it  is  to  be  almost  double  this  number. 

•  ••♦•• 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  552.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  December  10, 1863. 
Sm:  ♦••••• 

Meanwhile  (Earl  Russell  said)  the  govemment  would  pursue  itsfboas 

policy,  and  use  its  jyower  in  preventing  all  violations  of  neutrality.   AA 

ing  in  this  sense  he  believed  that  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  had  piettf 

much  come  to  the  conclusion  to  sustain  proceedings  against  &e  yqm 

called  the  Pampero  at  Glasgow. 

•  #  •  •  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


*  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  556.]  Legation  of  the  United  States,       • 

London^  December  11, 180L 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  my  note  to  Lord  BomA 
of  the  5th  instant,  transmitting  a  number  of  depositions  from  Mr.  Ut* 
derwood,  the  consul  at  Glasgow,  in  the  case  of  the  Pampero,  and  13d»- 
wise  one  of  his  lordship,  in  acknowledgment.  Copies  of  tiie  depositioBl 
are  also  appended. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAM& 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  December  5, 18^. 

My  Lobd  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  several  depositionB 
furnished  to  me  by  Mr.  Underwood,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at 
Glasgow,  all  relating  to  the  outfit  of  the  vessel  called  the  Canton  or  the 
Pampero  at  that  port. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  coiisld' 
eradon  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  ^ 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  (£rc.,  &c.^  i&e. 


Deposition  of  John  McQibbon. 

I,  John  McGibbon,  a  riveter,  residing  at  63  King's  street,  TradertoB, 
Glasgow,  in  the  county  of  Lanark,  make  oath  and  say:  Ihavebeencilkt 
months  in  the  employment  of  Messrs.  James  and  George  Thompsoi^  bafc 
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an  tiMii  time  employed  ou  the  Pampero.  I  left  the  employment 
lys  before  she  ynm  launched.  She  was  named  the  Canton^  which 
an  in  gilt  letters  on  each  «ide  of  her  bow.    It  was  the  general 

that  name  would  be  changed,  and  that  chiefly  for  the  reason 
hip's  name  is  almost  always  carved  or  cnt  in.  while  the  name 
was  only  put  on  by  temjxorary  gilt  letters.  I  «aw  that  there 
:bt  port-holes  in  the  ship,  besides  two  larger  ones,  (one  on  each 
•th  when  they  were  open  and  when  they  were  closed.  I  saw«lso 
g-bolts  or  gun-fasts  were  put  on,  (similar  to  those  of  the  Black 
>n  wliich  I  wrought  when  she  was  being  constructed,)  and  I  knew 
y  were  afterwards  removed.  Nothiug  is  now  visible  of  the  port- 
cept  the  hinges  of  the  shutters  which  have  been  put  on.  The 
le  eye-bolts  or  gun-fkst«  is  to  fasten  guns  and  move  them  back- 
Qd  forwards.  The  height  of  the  ship's  bulwarks  was  about  seven 
he  numl>er  of  stop-cocks  and  valves  (there  were  six  or  seven  on 
e,  with  grating  on  the  outside)  is  greater  than  is  usually  the  case 

vessels.  Some  of  these  amid8bix)S  are  close  to  one  another.  I 
>ay  for  what  purpose  there  are  so  many,  but  there  are  more  than 
>e  necessarj'^  for  engine  and  other  purposes.  They  could  be 
ieful  in  drowning  the  magazine  if  that  were  wished.  Underneath 
er  seat  and  engine  seat  the  vessel  is  plated,  and  there  is  a  tier 
ig  above  the  engine,  making  her  much  stronger  than  any  other 
aving  a  wooden  bottom.  I  Imow  of  a  magazine  having  been  fitted 
e  after-part  of  the  ship  with  a  hatch-hole  capable  of  admitting  a 
■  obser\^ed  there  were  at  least  one  hundred  and  fifty  lockers  fitted 
tid  ship  along  the  side  in  the  forecastle,  between  decks.  There 
'  or  five  water-tanks  between  decks,  between  where  the  bunkers 
i>e  placed.  I  was  not  employed  working  on  board  the  ship  for 
ne  before  I  left,  but  I  was  ou  board  every  day,  at  the  meal  hours, 
Fhat  was  doing.  It  was  believed  by  myself  and  by  all  my  fellow- 
n  that  the  ship  was  fitted  up  as  a  vesst^J  of  war,  intended  for  the 
Qent  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America ;  at  least,  it  was  so 
1.  The  ship  has  no  accommodation  for  such  stowage  as  would  be 
1  by  a  vessel  in  the  merchant  service.  The  hatches  were  similarly 
cted  to  those  of  other  vessels,  but  smaller,  and  with  regard  to 
der  it  was  composed  of  brass  plates  and  brass  rivets,  which  is 
the  case  with  an  ordinary  vessel ;  and  the  propeller  is  of  solid 
hich  is  also  very  unusual.    These  are  generally  made  of  cast-iron. 

is  truth,  as  I  shall  answer  to  God. 

J.  McGIBBON. 

1  before  the  collector  at  Glasgow,  December  21, 1863. 


Deposition  oj  Janies  Boss. 


• 


Qes  Boss,  clerk  to  Mr.  Henry  Miller,  13  Virginia  Street,  Glasgow, 
ding  at  136  West  Graham  street,  Glasgow,  in  the  county  of  Lanark, 
ith  and  say :  That  on  this  23d  day  of  November,  1863, 1  visited 
i  of  Danach  &  Espie,' boat-builders  and  carpenters,  Anlgowor 
Hasgow,  and  there  saw  two  new  life-boats  and  two  new  long  or 
Its,  which  are  just  completed ;  that  these  boats  are  presently 
linted,  which  is  the  last  thing  to  be  done  to  them ;  that  I  was  in- 
^y  James  Urqnehart,  the  foreman  boat-builder,  and  also  by  Dun- 
)iaimid,  a  wright  who  was  employed  on  them,  that  they  w 
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ordered  by  Messrs.  James  and  George  Thompson,  and  are  intended  for 
the  ship  Pampero,  recently  built  by  them ;  that  each  of  said  boats  bn 
six  cross-beams,  and  provision  is  made  for  eight  oars ;  that  they  are  about 
twenty  feet  in  length,  and  about  eight  feet  in  breadth  of  beam ;  that  tte 
said  Duncan  McDiarmid  informed  me  that  said  boats  are  very  strong^ 
constructed,  and  that  there  is  extra  work  at  the  stem  of  each  of  thM, 
which  is  unusual  in  the  other  long  or  jolly  boats;  that  between  thestea 
itself  and  the  aft  cross-beams  there  is  a  transverse  piece  of  wood  (blaft 
birch)  eleven  inches  deep  and  four  and  a  half  inches  thick,  and  then 
are  besides  four  diagonal  pieces  to  strengthen  the  former  and  keep  it  is 
its  place,  thus : 


The  said  transVerse  beam  and  diagonals  are  made  movable  so  they  cai 
be  taken  out  and  replaced  at  pleasure.  That  in  the  center  of  said^ 
beam  is  a  hole  which  he  stated  was  for  a  swivel,  for  the  purpose  of 
a  gun  being  there  placed  and  wrought.  That  McDiarmid  stated  that 
lately  they  were  hurried  to  get  said  boats  in  readiness,  but  that  now 
they  are  not  so  pushed  for  them.  All  which  is  truth,  as  I  shall  answer 
to  God. 

JAMES  BOSS. 

Sworn  before  the  collector  of  customs,  Glasgow,  November  23, 1863. 


Deposition  of  John  McQueen  Barr, 

I,  John  McQueen  Barr,  clerk  to  Henry  Miller,  of  No.  13  Virginia  stieet^ 
Glasgow,  and  residing  at  No.  80  New  City  Boad  there,  make  oath  and 
say :  That  I  know  by  sight  a  person  calling  himself  Captain  Sindaiii 
and  another  called  Captain  Tennant,  and  have  been  informed  that  bott 
are  from  the  Confederate  St^ites  of  America  and  connected  with  tlia 
government  of  those  States ;  that  I  am  aware  that  both,  as  well  ei 
a  Cai)tain  North,  resided  for  some  time  at  the  Bridge  of  Allan  and 
also  in  Glasgow ;  that  I  know  their  lodgings  in  Glasgow  to  be 
in  India  street ;  that  on  the  second  day  of  this  present  month  ol 
November  I  saw  Tennant  and  Sinclair  in  company  together  at  Bridge  of 
Allan ;  that  I  have  been  shown  a  photograph  containing  a  group  of 
four  males  and  three  females ;  that  one  of  the  four  represents  Siudairf 
and  another  is  Tennant.'  It  was  from  this  that  I  first  identified  Sinclair 
in  person,  and  he  was  afterwards  pointed  out  to  me  as  one  of  a  number 
of  American  strangers  who  had  been  located  there  during  the  aatana 
months,  and  I  was  then  informed  he  was  named  Sinclair.  I  had  eeei 
him  at  Bridge  of  Allan  previously,  though  I  did  not  Imow  anytiiing  of 
him  then :  that  on  the  31st  day  of  October  last  I  examined  ia  Steriing 
the  file  of  the  Biidge  of  Allan  Bepoiter,  and  selects  the  following  firon 
the  list  of  visitors : 

April  5,  1863. — Captain  and  Mrs.  North,  Miss  North,  Captain  Sin- 
elair,  Confederate  States  of  America,  at  Mrs.  Lanark's,  Bdmair  HoQfl& 
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ffljf  ft,  1863. — Captain,  Mrs.,  and  Miss  North,  Charleston,  Virginia ; 
»tain  Sinclair,  at  Belmair  House. 

f/jf  5,  1863. — Captain,  Mrs.,  and  Miss  North,  Confederate  States,  at 
aair  House. 

arch  28, 18G3.— Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tennant,  at  J.  Miller's,  Wellwood  House. 
I  obtained  the  following  information  as  to  the  several  lodgings  they 
occupied:  Ist.  Mrs.  Pattison's,  Fountain  lioad;  2d.  Mrs.  Smart's, 
lair  House ;  3d.  Miss  McDon«ahrs,  Prospect  Villa ;  4th.  Mrs.  Smart's 
a ;  5tb.  J.  Miller's  Wellwood  House ;  6th.  Mrs.  Young's,  Anpeld 
1 — all  Bridge  of  Allan. 

lat  since  the  9th  day  of  the  present  month  I  have  seen  Sinclair 
ral  tunes  in  Glasgow. 
1  of  which  is  truth,  as  I  shall  answer  to  God. 

JOHN  M.  BARB. 

rom  before  the  collector  of  customs,  (ilasgow,  November  23, 1863. 


Depositions  of  William  McCamhridge  and  WilUatii  Carrick, 

William  McCambridge,  shipTiTight,  of  the  town  of  Govan  and 
ity  of  Lanark,  make  oath  and  say :  Tliat  on  the  day  the  vessel  called 
known  as  the  Pampero  arrived  at  tlie  public  crane  on  the  Broom- 
r,  in  Glasgow,  about  four  weeks  ago,  for  the  puri>ose  of  receiving 
machinery,  ha\ing  some  curiosity  to  see  her  fittings,  &c.,  from  the 
rts  I  had  heard  concerning  her,  I  went  on  board  of  her,  and  went 

nearly  the  whole  of  her,  making  such  examination  of  her  as  I  was 
.  From  this  examination,  and  from  my  expc^'ience  as  a  shipwright, 
ite  that  many  of  her  fittings  were  and  are  quite  different  from  and 
le  what  are  usual  and  customary  on  merchant  vessels,  whether  screw 
iddle-wheeled.  The  vessel  Pampero  is  a  screw  steamer,  having  been 
:  in  the  shipyartl  of  J.  &  G.  Thompson,  near  Glasgow ;  but  having 
I  emi>loyed  for  two  years  as  a  shii>wright  in  vessels  of  war  of  her 
'Aty's  dockyard  at  Portsmouth,  I  saw  at  once  that  many  of  her  fit- 
s  were  evidently  those  of  a  vessel  of  war.  The  engines  and  boilers 
le  Pampero,  eight  feet  three  indues  in  height,  have  been  placed  and 
mder  the  water  line,  as  is  usual,  for  obvious  reasons,  in  vessels  of 

but  very  unusual  in  merchant  vessels.  At  each  end  of  the  engine- 
1  there  is  on  the  Pampero  a  donkey  engine  fitted  that  I  have  never 
rve<i  on  merchant  vessels,  but  common  on  vessels  of  war.  Tlie  deck 
D8  of  the  PamiMiro  are  placed  much  closer  together  than  on  any 
:;haut  steamer  I  have  ever  seen,  there  being  one  riveted  to  everj^ 
le,  and  only  eighteen  inches  from  center  to  center.  The  decks,  of 
pine,  are  also  unusually  thick,  being  four  and  a  half  inches,  and  evi- 
lly calculated  and  intended  to  carry  heavy  weight  on  deck.  The 
ipero  is  provided  with  a  double  steering  wUbel,  i>laced  about  six  or 
t  feet  under  the  upper .^leck,  and  on  the  upper  deck  there  is  another 
lar  steering  wheel.  There  were.two  yokes  or  tillers  connected  with 
e  wheels  under  deck,  with  the  necessary  blocks  and  leads  for  tiller 
8y  as  in  war  vessels.  At  the  interval  of  about  four  days  after  this 
examination,  I  again  went  on  board  the  Pami)ero,  and  found  that 
lower  steering  wheel  had  been  removed,  but  that  the  tiles  and  fit- 
s  remained.  The  cabins  on  the  upper  or  gun  deck  of  the  Pampero 
in  hinged  for  removal  as  a  vessel  of  war,  to  enable  the  deck  to  be 
red  for  action,  fore  and  aft.    Her  deck  ports,  or  portholes,  of  which 
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there  are  eight  on  a  side,  are  raised  sixteen  or  eighteen  inches  above  tk  T 
main  deck,  showing  they  are  not  intended  to  carry  oflf  water  or  tk  i 
sweepings  of  the  ship.    The  hinges  of  the  cabins  and  the  raised  positioii  \ 
of  the  ports  are  appropriate  to  war  vessels,  but  unusual  and  inappro- 
priate to  merchant  vessels ;  and  I  give  it  as  my  opinion,  judgment,  and 
belief,  as  a  shijiwright,  having  worked  at  the  trade  for  thirteen  yean, it 
merchant  and  war  vessels,  that  the  Pampero  is  built  and  intended  ist  . 
vessel  of  war,  and  to  be  used  for  war  xnirposes,  and  not  as  a  merchant  | 
vessel.    She  has  been  so  held  and  reputed  to  be  in  the  yard  of  Mean  i 
Thompson,  where  she  was  built,  and  where  I  worked  on  her  previonati 
the  15th  of  February  last,  by  all  hands,  and  to  be  intended  for  the  Con- 
federate States  of  America,  being  called  and  known  in  the  yard  as  the 
second  "^Vlabama,"  second  "290,''  and  such  like  names;  and  I  havefte-  j 
quently  seen  two  persons  pointed  out  to  me  as  Captains  Xorth  and  Sin-  f 
clair  giving  directions  and  apparently  superintending  the  work  and  j 
operations  in  the  Pampero  as  though  they  were  interested  therein ;  and  j 
I  recognize  and  identify  the  two  persons  in  the  photograph  shown  to  me  j 
of  a  family  group,  under  which  is  written  the  names  of  North,  SiDclair, 
and  others,  and  here  referred  to.    I  further  state  that  the  Pampero  hae  I 
telescope  funnels,  which  is  very  unusual  in  merchant  vessels,  but  vm  t 
common  in  vessels  of  war.    I  have  worked  in  J.  &  G.  Thompson's  yam  j 
about  live  ye^rs  previous  to  about  the  15th  of  February'  last;  since  then 
in  A.  &  J.  Angle's,  and  have  been  intimate  with  Thompson's  yard  aod 
hands  up  to  this  time. 

WILLIAM  McCAMBEIDGE. 

Sworn  before  the  collector  at  Glasgow,  [November  28, 1863. 

az 
^^  L' 

I,  William  Carrick,  shipwright,  residing  at  No.  4  Ferrol  street,  Relim-  - 
baugh,  near  Glasgow,  and  county  of  Lanark,  make  oath  and  say :  That  ' 
I  have  heard  the  statement  and  affidavit  of  William  McCambridge  fully 
and  distinctly  read ;  that  I  was  present  with  and  accompanied  the  said 
William  McCambridge  on  both  occasions  and  visits  to  the  Pampero, 
which  he  in  his  said  affidavit  and  statement  refers  to  and  describes;  and 
I  fuUy  and  understandingly  concur  and  agree  with  each  and  all  of  said 
descriptions  and  specifications  of  and  concerning  the  vessel  Pampero, 
and  that  the  said  Pampero  is  different  from  a  merchant  vessel  and  like 
to  a  war  vessel  in  the  parts  and  points  he  has  designated  and  8i)ecilled. 
I  also  unite  and  concur  with  him  in  the  opinion  that  Siiid  vessel  Pam- 
pero was  and  is  built  and  designed  for  war  purposes,  or  a  vessel  of  w^ 
and  not  for  a  merchant  vessel.  I  fuither  state  that  I  concur  with  him 
as  to  the  general  reputation  of  the  Pampero  as  a  war  vessel,  intended 
and  built  for  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  as  also  in  regard  to 
Captains  Xorth  and  Sinclair,  the  confederate  agents,  superinten£ng  the 
building  of  said  vessel.  I  thei-efore  adopt  said  affidavit  as  my  own,  fcr 
the  piuT[)ose  of  avoiding  rei)etition,  except  so  far  as  it  relates  to  himaelf 
as  a  shipwTight.  I  have  never  worked  in  any  of  her  Msyesty's  ship- 
yards, but  have  worked  at  the  trade  of  shipwright  for  fiflbeen  years  Urt 
past.  I  w^orked  in  Thompson's  yard  three  y^ars,  and  am  well  acqoainted 
with  his  hands. 

WILLIAM  CARRICK. 

Sworn  before  the  collector  of  Glasgow,  November  28, 1863. 
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Earl  Bussell  to  Mr,  Adams, 

FoBEiON  Office,  December  6, 1863. 

I  liave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
's  date,  inclosing  copies  of  several  depositions  furnished  to  yon 
Jnderwood,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Glasgow,  relative 
atfit  of  the  vessel  called  the  Canton  or  the  Pampero  at  that  port, 
lave  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that  these  pai)ers  shall  be  consid- 
her  Majesty's  government. 

3  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
t,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 
LES  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  d-c,  dc. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard, 

]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  January  1, 1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  a  note  addressed  by  me 
Bussell,  on  the  28th  of  December,  in  relation  to  certain  move- 
ontemplated  by  the  rebels  in  this  country,  and  of  his  reply. 
have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  serv^ant, 

CHARLES  FEA:NCIS  ADAMS. 
William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Earl  Russell, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  December  28,  1863. 

lOBD :  From  such  information  as  is  believed  by  me  to  be  entitled 
t,  although  it  is  not  at  present  in  my  power  to  submit  the  evi- 
irectly  to  your  lordship,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  apprise  you  of  the 
it  a  number  of  persons,  not  less  than  thirty,  have  lately  arrived 
e  United  States,  with  the  intention  to  embark  in  the  steamer 
t),  now  at  Glasgow,  on  a  hostile  expedition  against  the  United 
Of  these  persons,  some  eleven  or  twelve,  including  one  Dr.  Val- 
am,  from  the  State  of  Delaware,  are  now  in  Liverpool,  and  the 
tre  either  in  London  or  Glasgow.  Captain  Sinclair,  who  has  been 
'  more  than  a  year,  is  designated  to  take  the  command.  He  has 
sgow  from  fear  of  inquiry,  and  is  now  li^"ing  elsewhere  under  an 
1  name.  A  person  by  the  name  of  Colin  McKensey,  of  Balti- 
at  now  residing  in  J^ndon,  furnishes  the  payments  to  the  men, 
aentioned  as  the  paymaster  for  the  vessel. 
farther  informed  that  these  are  a  most  daring  and  reckless  set 
who  at  one  moment  contemi)lated  the  project  of  seizing  the  Pam- 
i  mnning  her  out  of  the  port  of  Glasgow,  either  by  force  or  fraud. 
leme  is,  however,  for  the  present  abandoned,  especially  as  hopes 
len  inspired  by  Lieutenant  Maury,  who  has  hitely  visited  those 
ag  at  I^yerpool,  that  the  object  will  be  accomplished  in  a  simpler 
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The  desperate  nature  of  the  class  of  persons  to  which  these  menbef' 
long  in  the  United  States  is  so  well  known  to  me,  that  I  shall  nofcU 
surprised  to  find  them  at  any  moment  attempting  some  scheme  to  viB.^ 
a  vessel  that  promises  success,  even  though  it  be  in  defiance  of  the  W^ 
as  well  a«  of  the  power  of  this  kingdom.  For  these  reasons  I  have  taktt| 
the  liberty  to  submit  the  private  information  I  have  obtained,  ent] 
though  it  does  not  appear  to  be  authenticated  in  the  usual  manner. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  con8idfr| 
ation  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedkll^ 
serv-ant, 

CHARLES  FEANOIS  ADAM& 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  cfcc,  d-c,  dkc. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  December  29, 1863 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday's  date,  resi)ectinff  a  number  of  persons,  said  to  be  of  desperate 
character,  who  are  reported  to  have  lately  anived  in  this  country,  and 
I  have  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  I  have  caused  the  information  cot- 
tained  in  your  letter  to  be  communicated  to  the  proper  department  rf 
her  Majesty's  government,  with  a  view  to  such  measures  being  tjikenai 
the  law  allows  to  defe^tit  any  such  att<mipts  as  are  therein  alluded  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  molt 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  cfec,  &c. 


Mr.  Sefcard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  803.]  Department  of  State, 

Wa^hingUm^  January  6, 1861 

Sir  :  I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  December  \L 
No.  556,  together  with  its  accom[)animent,  namely,  your  note  addressed 
to  Earl  Russell,  with  proofs  in  the  case  of  the  Canton  alias  the  Pampeio^ 
a  piratical  steamer,  which  is  being  built  at  Glasgow.  Later  advices  by 
telegram  state  that  her  Majesty's  government  has  forbidden  the  depart 
ure  of  that  hostile  craft.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  information  il 
correct. 

I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dr.,  cfec,  <fec. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[Extract.] 


No.  586.J  LEaATiON  op  the  Unitbd  SriiTEfly 

London^  January  2Sy  186i 

Sir:  In  regard  to  the  hope  expressed  in  your  2*o»  803  of  fheSlkil' 
^^^tant,  that  the  rumor  of  the  stopping  of  the  Pampero  at  Glasgow  mi^ 
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3^  you  will  long  ere  this  have  received  full  confirmation  of  it. 
adeied  Lord  Russell's  intimation  to  me,  as  reported  to  you  in 
12,  of  the  10th  of  December,  so  distinct,  that  I  had  little  doubt 
lit  from  that  moment.  It  is  announced  in  the  newspapers  that 
rill  come  on  in  about  a  month. 

id  effect  of  these  various  proceedings  has  been  to  remove  all 
ixiety  re8i)ecting  the  destination  of  the  formidable  iron-clad 
KJess  of  construction  at  the  same  place.  That  she  was  ordered 
t  instance  by  the  rebels  I  have  no  manner  of  doubt.  She  has 
purchased  by  the  Banish  government,  as  I  learn  from  the 

tf.  de  Bille. 

•  •  •  •  • 

3  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
njJATff  n.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  March  23, 1864. 

•  ••••# 

se  send  such  information  as  I  have  been  able  to  get  respecting 
dings  in  the  case  of  the  Pampero  at  Glasgow.    It  would  seem 
cotch  jurists  feel  themselves  leas  embarrassed  by  technical 
than  their  brethren  in  this  kingdom. 

from  a  good  source  that  there  will  be  a  diffeAance  of  opinion 
)  law  lords  in  the  appealed  case  resjiecting  the  Alexandra, 
w  not  how  this  will  aft'ect  the  decision, 
ive  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 
TTT.TA^  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Slip  from  the  Morning  Star  of  March  23, 1664.] 

[le  Alexandra  ca^e  has  got  into  a  position  of  such  hoi>eless 
lat  even  the  judgment  of  the  supreme  court,  before  wMch  it 
Leaded,  can  do  nothing  more  than  settle  a  point  of  form  as  to 
3  of  the  exchequer  judges  to  make  certain  rules,  it  is  somewhat 
y  to  find  that  in  a  similar  cause  now  before  the  Scotch  courts 
it  has  already  been  given  which  goes  to  the  marrow  of  the 
^stion  under  the  foreign  enlistment  act.  The  Pampero  wa« 
the  Clyde  under  Tery  much  the  same  circumstances  as  the 
\  was  detained  in  the  Mersey,  upon  the  allegation  that  she  was 
d  out  as  a  confederate  privateer.  Unfortunately  for  the  repu- 
rlasgow,  the  Japan — ^uow  the  Georgia — ^had  formerly  managed 
and  commence  her  deteslable  work  of  burning  the  merchant 
le  United  States  of  America.  Li  seizing  the  Pampero  the  gov- 
'ere  thus  not  acting  without  ha\iug  good  and  sufficient  reasons, 
he  parties  implicated,  like  their  Liverpool  associates,  h^ve  not 

I  O— YOL.  XL 
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been  without  abettors  iu  Parliament.  Tlie  case  came  before  the  excda< 
judge  of  the  court  of  session,  upon  an  elaborate  information  at  j 
instance  of  the  Crown,  framed  apparently  upcm  the  model  of  ttiat  ifj| 
has  been  so  well  torn  to  pieces  in  the  Alexandra  discussiona  P 
defendants  took  exceptions  to  the  relevancy  in  point  of  law  of  cert^. 
the  coimts  in  the  indictment,  upon  the  same  grounds  aa  were  ur^  ' 
Sir  Hugh  Cairns  and  his  brethren  iu  the  exchequer  court.  They  ^ 
tended  that  these  objections  should  be  disposed  of  before  tiial,  but  ' 
exchequer  judge  decided  that  it  would  be  better  to  get  at  the  facW 
the  first  instance  before  dealing  with  the  objections  to  the  relevai* 
and  appointed  a  day  for  trial.  The  defendants  appealed  to  the  "  IdH 
House,"  which  fulfills  in  Scotland  the  functions  of  the  exchequer chaml 
in  such  cases  as  the  present,  and  on  Friday  last  their  lordships  unit 
in  a  very  sound  judgment,  which  we  may  well  commend  to  the  atteutii 
of  the  lord  chief  baron,  and  those  who  have  spun  so  many  fiimsy  thecrfi 
in  favor  of  privateer  builders  out  of  the  seventh  section  of  the  statute 
Two  leading  objection  swere  taken  by  the  defendjtnts :  first,  that  wi 
which  we  aie  now  tolerably  familiar,  that  as  the  information  didi 
contain  any  allegation  of  arming,  the  statutory  words  '^  equip,  fit  <N 
and  furnish  "  were  not  applicable^  in  regard  to  a  cruiser  or  vessel  inteod 
to  commit  hostilities ;  and'*  the  second,  that  the  statute  is  not  dired 
against  those  who  merely  equip  a  vessel  even  when  it  is  intended 
commit  hostilities,  if  the  hostilities  are  not  meditated  by  the  acti 
equippers,  but  by  purchasers,  or  parties  into  whose  hands  the  vei 
may  ultimately  come.  Upcm  the  first  objection  we  had  the  opi>ortiiiii 
of  making  some  comments  when  the  Alexandra  case  was  tried,  and  wk 
the  lord  chief  baron  was  reported  to  have  ruled  upon  the  authority  d 
dictionary  that  all  the  three  expressions  above  quoted  meant,  and  in't 
case  of  a  cniiser  could  mean,  something  else  than  actual  arming.  UdJ 
tunately  the  points  of  law  in  the  English  trial  have  never  come 
purely  upon  their  merits,  but  the  whole  proceedings  have  been  fa 
first  to  last  a  confused  wrangle,  little  creditable  to  English  jurispmdeiM 
It  is  all  the  more  important,  therefore,  to  have  the  decisive  ruling  oft 
Scotch  judges  upon  the  meaning  of  tliis  imperial  statute.  In  the  cw 
of  review  the  fintling  of  the  exchequer  judge,  that  all  the  questions 
law  should  be  postponed  until  after  the  trial  of  the  facts,  was  not  entin 
assented  to,  the  judges  concurring  that  it  would  be  better  to  dispose 
once  of  those  objections  to  the  information  which  related  solely  tot 
construction  of  the  statute.  That  which  related  to  the  "  arming"  theo 
was  very  summarily  set  aside  by  the  lord  president  (McNeill)  in  a  mani 
antagonistic  to  the  ruling  of  the  chief  baron.  After  recapitulati 
the  version  contended  for,  that  the  words  "  equip,  fit  out,  and  ininia 
applied  to  a  transport  or  store-ship,  and  the  subsequent  phi*ase  *'  or  an 
was  the  sole  expression  intended  to  be  applicable  to  a  cruiser,  the  it 
judicial  tiuthority  in  Scotland  shaq)ly  adds,  "  I  think  that  is  a  v« 
strained  inteii)retation,  and  I  cannot  adopt  it.^  Then  uiK)n  the  fiutt 
proi)Osition  that  the  word  ^'anii"  being  applicable  to  a  cruiser,  and 
such  act  being  alleged  in  the  information,  while  the  words  "  equip, 
out,  and  ftimish"  alone  were  used,  the  information  w^as  defective,  1 
lordship  added,  "  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  words  '  eqiup,  fiimish,  and 
out',  are  sufficient,  and  that  those  words  will  cover  a  greater  or  less  exte 
of  arming."  Lord  Curriehill  held  that  the  words  "  equip,  furnish,  fit  o« 
or  arm''  were  used  in  the  British  statute  as  synonymous  with  or 
exegetical  of  each  other,  and  that,  moreover,  their  meaning  was  to 
such  as  would  harmonize  with  the  intents  set  forth  in  the  context  i 
was  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  objection  that  arming  was  not  expropi 
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0  equipping  in  describlDg  the  offense  in  the  first  ninety-six  counts 
idi^eut  was  not  well  founded.  Lord  DeaH,  after  splitting  some 
une  sabstantially  to  the  same  conclusion ;  and  Lord  Ardmillan, 
ered  more  fully  into  the  general  question,  gav^  his  opinion  no 
melj  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  allege  arming  in  the  infor- 
becanse  the  word  "  equip"  might,  in  his  view,  cover  arming  to  a 
rr  less  extent ;  and  further,  that  the  statutory  offense  might  be 
3d  without  the  ship  being  actually  armed.  The  judgment 
asly  pronounced  wa«  in  accordance  with  these  views.  Upon  the 
tie  objection,  that  the  statute  is  not  directed  against  equi[)ping 
IS  a  cruiser  unless  the  actual  equippers  intend  to  commit  the 
ly  the  judges  were  equally  unanimous.  They  repelled  both  pleas, 
vd  the  case  for  trial  on  the  oth  of  April. 

bur  judges,  all  of  them  men  of  distinguished  ability,  and  the 
dent  of  the  court,  especially  conspicuous  for  the  clearness  and 
lis  mind,  must  now  be  added  to  the  two  judges  of  the  couit  of 
r  who  diiOfered  from  the  ruling  of  the  loril  chief  baron  upon  the 
ion  of  this  imperial  statute.  It  is  somewhat  novel  to  find  Scotch 
ashing  aside  legal  cobwebs  and  subtle  theories,  and  arriving  at 
L  common  sense  construction  of  an  act  which  has  puzzled  the 
ed  minds  of  the  English  bench,  but  none  the  less  satisfactory 
iews  adopted  by  the  law  officers  of  the  Cro^vn  have  thus  received 
matur  of  the  highest  court  in  the  sister  kingdom.  We  cannot 
the  lord  chief  baron  had  allowed  the  bill  of  exceptions  originally 
by  the  counsel  for  the  Crown,  that  the  same  sound  views  would 
is  have  been  announced  by  the  highest  judicial  authority  in  the 
The  House  of  Lords  is  now  occupied,  not  with  the  main  ques- 
5ue,  but  with  the  subsidiary,  and  compared  to  the  importan(»e 
tion  the  very  paltry  point,  whether  the  novel  remedy  gn^nted 
xouB  of  the  exchequer  in  lieu  of  the  ordinary  procedure  in  cases 
action  was  within  the  competency  of  the  barons  to  gi^ant  or  not. 
r  be  a  most  interesting  question  for  the  lawyers,  and  it  has 
ly  puzzled  the  House  of  Lords ;  but  the  public  do  not  care  one 
ler  the  rules  be  sustained  or  repealed.  They  have  some  anx- 
4;ertain  if  the  foreign  enlistment  act  be  sufficient  to  preserve 

1  from  being  made  the  starting  points  of  aimed  expeditions 
riendly  nations.  In  consequence  of  repeated  miscarriages  we 
ive  that  satisfaction  at  present  from  the  decision  to  be  given  in 
of  the  Alexandrft.^lthough  we  cannot  believe  that  even  an 
adgment  against  tne  Crown  on  the  subsidiary  question  will  have 
i  of  throwing  the  case  out  of  court,  and  we  are  therefore  all  the 
nkful  that  Sght  has  been  shed  upon  the  construction  of  the 
ij  the  Scotch  judges.  It  would  be  well  for  those  who  meditate 
ig  in  the  nefarious  traffic  to  consider  the  tendency  of  the  deci- 
he  case  of  the  Pampero,  and  the  strong  probability,  all  but 
Lg  to  a  certainty,  that  the  same  views  will  ultimately  be  pro- 
by  the  highest  judicial  authority  in  England. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Departmej^t  of  State, 

Washingtanj  April  7,  1864. 

11  your  dispatch  No.  628  you  have  given  me  an  account  of  the 
Dgp  of  the  Scottish  tribunal  at  Edinburgh,  against  the  Pampeito. 
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The  just  opinions  so  clearly  expressed  by  the  court  in  that  case  senre  ti 
augment  the  regret  which  this  govemment  feels  that  the  cause  of  mta^ 
national  peace  and  harmony  has  sufiered  so  deeply  from  the  want  ct; 
equal  clearness  and  decision  in  the  proceedings  of  the  courts  of  Lonte 
in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  cfec,  d-c. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No.  641.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

LandonjAprilljlSUL 
Sir:  ••♦•♦• 

With  regard  to  the  casaof  the  Pampero,  at  Glasgow,  he  (Earl  Bu». 
said  that  a  proposition  nad  been  made  by  the  owners  to  put  an  eod 
it.    They  now  admitted  that  it  had  been  built  for  the  rebels ;  but 
affirmed  that  it  was  no  longer  theirs,  and  that  they  were  ready  to 
bonds  that  it  would  not,  if  released,  go  into  their  hands.    His  la 
did  not  say  that  the  govemment  had  assented  to  this.    But  I  infer 
a  notice  in  the  Edinburgh  Scotsman,  a  copy  of  which  I  transmit, 
the  arrangement  has  probably  been  carried  out. 

The  conference  ended  thus,  pretty  much  as  it  began.    I  am  more 
more  convinced  of  the  inutility  of  pressing  these  or  any  arguments  ft* 

ther  upon  this  ministry. 

•  #  #  •        •        •  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAM& 

Hon,  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


THE  PA3IPER0  CASE. 

We  understand  that  the  case  of  the  Pampero  will  not  now  go  to 
trial,  an  arrangement  having  be«n  made  for  its  settlement.  We  b  ' 
that  by  the  arrangement  the  owners  have  consented  to  a  verdict 
entered  for  the  Crown,  forfeiting  the  vessel  on  some  one  count  of 
information,  to  be  selected  by  the  owners,  they  making  such  expl 
statement  on  the  subject  as  they  may  think  desirable.  It  is  pi 
on  the  other  hand,  that  the  owners  are  to  retain  and  trade  with  the 
sel,  but  are  not  to  sell  it  for  two  years  except  with  the  consent  of 
Crown  5  and  that  alterations  are  to  be  made  in  the  structure  of  the 
sel.  We  understand  that  the  buihlers  are  no  parties  to  the  compi 
which  proAides  for  settling  their  claim  and  having  it  withdrawn 
the  proceedings. — Scotsman, 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.] 

.  259.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  April  12,  1864. 

Sir  :  Andrew  Murray,  jr.,  esq.,  one  of  the  Crown  officers,  at  Edin- 
rgh,  who  has  had  tlie  preparation  of  the  case  against  the  Pampero  for 
al,  wrote  me  on  Saturday  last  that  an  arrangement  had  been  made  by 
lich  a  verdict  of  forfeiture  in  favor  of  the  Crown  was  to  be  entered 
:aiust  the  steamer  Pampero.  This  will  dispose  of  this  vessel,  the  seiz- 
e  of  which  caused  the  parties  to  sell  to  the  Danes  the  large  and  very 
rmidable  iron-clad  steam  ram  which  they  were  building  for  the  insiu*- 
tnts,  thus  stopping  both  vessels  from  going  out  to  make  war  against 
IT  government. 

3Ir.  Murray  does  not  tell  me  what  the- arrangement  is,  but  I  hear  from 
itside  sources  that  the  government,  after  the  forfeiture  and  condemna- 
m  of  the  vessel,  are  to  restore  her  to  the  .owners,  ui)on  condition  that 
ST  character  is  to  be  changed ;  they  aie  to  retain  her  in  their  possession 
r  two  years,  during  which  period  she  is  to  be  used  as  a  merchant  ves- 
L  I  presume  seciuity  will  be  taken  to  protect  us,  but  it  will,  no  doubt, 
ive\he  eflfect  to  release  all  the  money  now  in  her  belonging  to  the 

Burgents,  and  enable  them  to  invest  it  in  some  other  vessel. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

'       With  high  regard,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  Welliam  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard.9 

[Extract.] 

0. 362.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  3,  1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  several  notes  which  have 
taased  between  myself  and  Lord  Russell  respecting  certain  vessels  in 
(reparation  at  Liverpool  to  carry  on  hostilities  against  the  United  States. 
Che  evidence  already  collected  to  sustain  these  allegations,  and  that 
ifcich  we  are  in  a  way  to  obtain,  will  be  of  a  kind,  I  trust,  to  enable  the 
(inremmeut  to  exert  its  power  in  some  form  of  rei)ressioii.  I  have  labored 
tt  impress  upon  his  lordship  the  value  of  some  demonstration  of  the 
dDd  as  a  protection  to  both  countries  against  the  unhallowed  intrigues 
t  desperate  adventurers,  British  and  American.  1  really  think  his 
indahip  and  a  portion  of  the  cabinet  ministers  sincerely  so  disposed. 
Miers  are  inclined  an  opposite  way,  and  still  others  are  indifferent.  So 
itat  it  is  impossible  to  predict  what  may  be  done.  At  Liverpool  it  is 
lot  probable  that  any  efforts  of  government  officers  to  give  aid  can  be 
lepended  upon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hem.  WiUJULK  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


I 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  BusselL 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  March  26,  IMSi 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  for  your  information  theoofr 
of  an  extract  of  a  letter  received  by  me  from  Mr.  Dudley,  the  oonsolit; 
Liverpool ,  giving  some  particulars  of  hostile  outfits  making  at  that  plaOb 
It  is  proper  to  add,  in  correction  of  a  statement  therein  contained,  tint 
Mr.  Dudley  has  to-day  informed  me  that  the  Southerner  has  not  yd 
reached  Liverpool.  There  is  little  doubt,  however,  of  its  ultimate  des- 
tination. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considai- 
tion  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedioil 
servant, 

CHAKLES  FRAKCIS  ADAM& 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  etc.,  <fec.,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr,  Adams.  • 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  March  24, 18ffll, 

Sir:  On  Saturday  last  William  C,  Miller  &  Son  launched  from  tiidti 
yard,  in  Liverpool,  an  iron  screw  steamer,  called  the  Phantom,  built  ftr 
Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  This  vessel  is  large  and  to  have  great  speel 
The  contract  is  not  less  than  seventeen  nautical  miles  per  hour.  H« 
engines  are  being  made  by  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.  She.  has  three  poii 
holes  on  each  side.  Captain  Bullock,  Captain  Tessi(jr,  Mr.  Pinbeain,tlil 
leading  meml)ers  of  the  firm  of  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  Mr.  Thomas^rf 
the  firm  of  Eawcett,  Preston  &  Co!,  and  others,  were  present  at  flie 
launch.  She  is  intended  for  the  south,  either  as  a  privateer  or  bloelcade* 
runner;  there  is  no  doubt  about  this,  I  think.  She  will  turn  up  apri- 
.  vateer.  Her  draught  of  water  will  be  light,  and  with  her  poweiftJ 
'  engines  her  speed  will  be  very  fast.  WTien  afloat  she  will  ])e  a  mort 
dangerous  craft  to  our  commerce,  if  armed  with  two  or  three  guns. 

I  have  on  several  occasions  referred  to  the  steamer  built  at  Stocktoa 
for  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  called  the  Southerner.  This  vessel  cam^ 
here  yesterday  either  to  coal  or  else  to  fit  out  as  a  privateer.  There  is 
no  doubt  about  this  vessel.  I  sujipose  it  will  be  imjwssible  for  me  to 
obtain  legal  evidence  against  these  two  vessels,  and  nothing  short  of  this 
will  satisfy  this  government. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  serv^ant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLBI. 
Hon.  Charles  Erancis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 


Foreign  Office,  ManA  27, 1881 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  W'J'J 
yesterday,  calling  attention  to  two  vessels,  the  Phantom  and  tiie  Soi^ 
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mer,  8upx>08ed  to  be  destined  for  the  service  of  the  so-called  Confederate 
States ;  and  I  have  to  acquaint  you  that  the  proper  departments  of  her 
lajesty's  government  will  be  requested  to  make  immediate  inquiries  on 
he  sabject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
ibedient^  humble  servant. 

EUS8ELL. 

Chabubs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  d-c,  cfec,  d-c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  March  28, 1863. 

Sib  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  from  the  Home  Office  a  copy  of  a  let- 
ter which  has  been  addressed  to  the  mayor  of  Liveri)ool,  respe<?ting  the 
tiwo  vessels  Phantom  and  Southerner,  stated  by  the  United  States  con- 
sul at  that  port  to  be  fitting  out  for  tlie  ser\ice  of  the  so-styled  Confed- 
erate States. 

In  that  letter  the  mayor  of  Liverpool  is  instructed  to  make  immediate 
inquiries  as  to  these  vessels,  or  whichever  of  them  is  now  at  Liverpool, 
and  to  ascertain  whether  there  is  any  reason  to  believe  that  they  or 
cf^er  of  them  are  or  is  being  equipped,  furnished,  fitted  out,  or  armed  with 
ft&  intent  to  commit  hostilities  against  the  United  States  government ; 
pi|d  if  so,  to  report  whether  any  e\ideuce  on  oath  can  be  procured  in 
«der  to  proceedings  being  taken  under  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

I  have  accordingly  the  honor  to  suggest  that,  as  the  United  States 

•tODSQl  at  Liverpool  has  stated  in  nis  letter  to  you  that  there  is  no  doubt 

trtOi  respect  to  the  vessel  named  the  Southerner,  you  should  instruct 

fliat  oflScer  to  furnish  the  mayor  of  Liverpool  with  the  information  on 

which  his  belief  is  founded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consi(Jeratiou,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  serv^ant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfcc,  dc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Dudley. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  March  29,  1863. 

8iE:  I  received  a  packet  from  you  late  la«t  night.  I  shall  send  in  the 
papers  to  the  foreign  office  as  soon  as  they  are  copied  to-morrow. 

I  presume  the  Alexandra  and  the  Phantom  to  be  two  difterent  steamers, 
*ttd  shall  proceed  accordingly,  unless  you  send  me  word  by  telegraph 
to-morrow. 

I  yesterday  received  a  note  from  Lord  Bussell  in  reply  to  mine,  which 
^as  based  upon  your  note  of  the  24th  instant,  respecting  the  Phantom 
'^d  Southerner.    This  is  what  he  writes  on  that  subjgct : 

"The  mayor  of  Liverpool  is  instnicted  to  make  immediate  inquiries 
•*  to  these  vessels,  or  whichever  of  them  is  now  at  Liverpool,  and  to 
^•oertain  whether  there  is  any  reason  to  believe  that  they  or  either  of 
?>tta  aie  (NT  is  being  equipped,  furnished,  fitted  out,  or  armed  with  the 
^tent  to  commit  hostilities  against  the  United  States  government ;  and 
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if  SO,  to  report  whether  any  evidence  on  oath  can  be  procaied  in  oris  i 
to  proceedings  being  taken  under  the  foreign  enlistment  act.  ^ 

^^I  have  ac<K)rdingly  the  honor  to  suggest  that,  as  the  United  Sbta] 
consul  at  Liverpool  has  stated  in  his  letter  to  you  that  there  is  no  doA  i 
with  resi)ect  to  the  vessel  named  the  Southerner,  you  should  insMt ; 
that  officer  to  furnish  the  mayor  of  Liveri)ool  with  the  informatkNiOi ' 
which  his  belief  is  founded.'' 
If  you  can  do  anything,  well  and  good. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  serv^ant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Thomas  II.  Dudley,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul^  Liverpool, 


Mr,  Adams  to  Earl  Russell, 

[Extract.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londouy  March  30, 1863, 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  yoB 

lordship's  note  of  the  28th  instant,  in  reply  to  my  representation  of  tin 

cases  of  the  Phantom  and  the  Southerner,  believed  to  be  fitting  out  tsm 

this  kingdom  for  the  puii)ose  of  carrying  on  war  against  the  Uiul|l 

States.    In  accordance  with  your  lordship's  suggestion  I  have  wTittenli 

Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverjiool,  directianstl 

obtain  all  the  evidence  within  his  power  to  fortify  his  allegation. 
•  •••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  c&c,  c£-c.,  cfec. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

m 

^o,  370.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LotidoHj  April  9, 1863. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  three  notes  which  passed 
between  Lord  Russell  and  myself,  in  continuation  of  the  correspoudenfl© 
referred  to  in  my  dispatch  Ko.  362,  of  the  3d  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yoiu*  obedient  servant, 

'  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAM& 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  remaining  inclosures  see  "Enforcement  of  Neutrality,''  **G€n6i«l 
Subject,"  Vol.  I,  p.  593,  and  also  "The  Alexandra,'' |k>«^.] 


• 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams, 


Foreign  Office,  April  3, 18^ 

SiE :  Since  the  date  of  my  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo  I  have  reori^ 
fh)m  the  board  of  the  treasury  a  report  made  by  the  commiflsioiNn' 
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BMtoms,  under  date  of  the  31st  ultimo,  and  from  the  secretary  of  state 
br  ibe  home  dejmrtmeiit  a  report  from  the  mayor  of  Liveri>ool,  bearing 
itt  same  date,  containing  the  result  of  the  inquiries  made  by  them  in 
dgard  to  the  vessels  Phantom  and  Southerner,  denounced  by  you  in 
wip  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo  as  intended  for  the  naval  service  of  the 
o-called  Confederate  States. 

It  appears  from  the  first  of  these  reports  that  the  Phantom  was  built 
t  the  yard  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Miller,  and  is  now  in  the  Clarence  graving- 
lock.  Her  length  is  193  feet ;  her  breadth  22  feet ;  her  depth  12  feet ; 
icp  gross  tonage  321,  and  her  probable  register  tonnage  ICO. 

From  the  considerable  space  appropriated  to  her  engines,  and  from  her 
Qodel,  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt  a  liigh  rate  of  speed  will  be  obtained; 
Old  from  her  light  draught  of  water  she  is  well  adapted  for  running  the 
ilockade ;  but  as  she  has  steel  platen  only  half  an  inch  thick,  and  as  the 
mgle  irons  which  compose  the  deck  beams  are  only  five  by  three  and  a 
lalf  inches  thick,  and  as,  moreover,  she  has  no  ports  except  for  water- 
iray,  (three  in  all,)  and  a  hurricane  house  on  deck,  the  surveyor  of  cus- 
joms  considers  that  she  is  not  intende<l  to  carry  guns,  and  that  she  is  not 
it  for  a  privateer. 

The  mayor  of  Liverpool  reports  that  the  Phantom  was  launched  on 
kiie  2l8t  of  March  from  the  yard  of  Messrs.  Miller  &  Co.,  and  that  her 
engines  are  being  made  and  fitted  by  Messrs.  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  of 
Liverpool ;  that  she  is  in  an  unfinished  state,  and  not  expected  to  pro- 
ved to  sea  under  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks.  No  distinct  information 
•oold  be  obtained  as  to  what  she  is  intended  for,  but  a  strong  impression 
€xi8t»that  she  is  destined  for  the  puri)ose  of  running  the  blockade. 

The  Southerner  has  not  yet  arrived  at  Liverpool. 

A  strict  wateh  will  be  kept  as  regards  both  vessels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 

ohedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  d-c,  c&c,  <tc. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward.  « 

[Extract.] 

^0. 77.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpooly  May  15, 1863. 
8iB:    •♦♦•••♦ 
In  addition  to  the  above  I  should  mention  the  two  new  steamers  just 
°^hed,  the  one  called  the  Phantom,  built  of  steel,  the  other  the  iron 
^w,  called  the  Milly,  owned  by  E.  Bates,  and  built  at  Preston.    I 
'^ganl  them  both  as  suspicious  vessels.    They  each  have  six  port  holes, 
*^d  though  slightly  built  and  apparently  for  running  the  blockade 
^merchant  8er^^ice,  have  sulficient  strength  to  take  on  guns.    Indeed, 
^y  information  is  that  they  are  to  be  armed  as  privateers.    Yesterday  I 
procured  the  affidavits  of  two  of  the  regular  detectives,  and  from  infor- 
^tion  received,  made  one  myself  in  regard  to  the  Phantom,  and  trans- 
mitted them  to  Mr.  Adams,  with  a  view  of  havmg  them  submitted  to 
*^  Bossell.    I  inclose  you  copies  marked  Nos.  2,  3,  and  4.*    You  will 

'For  aiBdAvits  of  Robert  Thomas  and  William  Cozzens  see  inclosures  to  dispatch 
ftmUt.  Adanui  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  425,  Jane  b,  1863,  post. 
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see  that  they  do  not  make  a  strong  case  against  the  vesael^  yet  I  fBttik 
to  be  my  duty  to  present  them  for  the  consideration  of  the  goyemiiMit 
here.  There  is  enough  to  create  suspicion,  and  cause  the  authoritieBli 
look  after  her.  It  seems  in  this,  as  in  all  tiie  other  cases,  almost  impos- 
sible to  obtain  positive  proof.  This  vessel  was  built  for  Eraser,  Trai- 
holm  &  Co. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  sen-ant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


I,  Thomas  Haines  Dudley,  of  No.  3  Wellesley  Terrace,  Princw 
Park,  Liverpool,  in  the  coimty  of  Lancaster,  esquire,  do  solemnly  and 
sincerely  and  truly  affirm  and  declare  that  the  taking  of  an  oath^ 
according  to  my  religious  belief,  unlawful,  and  I  do  also  solemnly,  an- 
cerely,  and  truly  affirm  and  declare  as  follows : 

1.  I  am  the  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  port  of 
Liverpool  and  its  dependencies. 

2.  I  say  that  there  has  been  built  by  Messieurs  W.  C.  Miller  and  SoUi 
of  Liverpool,  ship-builders,  a  steel-clad  vessel  called  the  Phantom,  whidi 
is  now  lying  in  the  Toxteth  dock,  in  the  port  of  Liverpool. 

3.  I  have  been  informed,  and  verily  believe,  that  the  said  vessel  bai 
been  built  for  Messieurs  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  who  act  as  the  agenti 
here  for  the  so-called  confederate  government;  and  that  Messrs.  Fawcett 
Preston  &  Co.,  of  this  town,  engineers,  have  supplied  her  enginea 
which  are  now  fitted  on  board. 

4.  I  say  that  the  said  vessel  has  three  port-holes  on  each  side,  is  com 
pletely  covered  with  steel  plates,  and  is,  as  I  verily  believe,  intended  fa 
war  purposes. 

5.  I  say  that  I  have  been  informed,  and  verily  believe,  that  Messieon 
Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.  are  at  the  present  time  sending  off  guns  awl 
gun-carriages  from  this  place  to  London,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  gmu 
afterwards  shipped  on  board  the  ships  Alabama,  Oreto,  now  caUed  tto 

Florida,  and  the  Vii'ginia,  were  sent  from  here  to  West  Hartlepool  and 
other  places. 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Affirmed  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the  14th  day  o3 
May,  1863. 
Before  me. 

AETHUR  ELLIS, 
A  Commissioner  to  administer  oaths  in  the 

Excheqtier  of  Pleas^  WestmiMtfif' 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[Extract.] 

No.  88.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpooly  June  3,  iSB^ 
Sib:  •  ♦  •  •  • 

The  steamer  Phantom  has  taken  on  board  fifty-six  caseB  of  quiBO^ 

and  one  of  my  men  says  some  seven  or  eight  guns,  wbioh  ace  ocmeeiW 
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tie  hole.    I  think  slie  will  clear  to-day.    I  think  she  will  go  to  Nassau 

se  she  arms.    This  vessel  has  been  built  expressly  for,  and  belongs 

dke  southern  confederacy,  as  much  so  as  the  Alabama,  in  my  opinion. 
•  •••••• 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
[on.  WnxiAM  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Extracts.] 

425.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  June  5, 1863. 
IB:         ••#••• 
now  transmit  copies  <jf  the  notes  and  papers  connected  with  the 
intom,        •        •        •        and  likewise  of  such  replies  as  I  have 
lived  from  Lord  Eussell. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS, 
ion.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Adams  to  Earl  Russell, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  May  16,  1863. 

iIy  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  copies  of  two  deposi- 
08,  going  ftirther  to  show  the  character  and  purposes  of  the  steamer 
lantom,  concerning  which  I  have  already  made  some  represeutationi^ 
my  note  to  your  lordship  of  the  26th  of  March,  not  doubting  that 
ese  proceedings  have  already  attracted  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's 
Jvemment. 

I  prav,  &c.,  &c., 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Kght  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  cfcc,  cfcc,  &c. 


Deposition  of  Robert  Thomas, 

^Bobert  Thomas,  of  No.  3  court,  Ann  street,  Toxteth  Park,  Liverpool, 
fie  county  of  Lancaster,  police  constable  No.  379,  of  the  borough 
lice,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows: 

1. 1  do  duty  as  a  police  constable  at  the  Toxteth  dock,  Liverpool,  and 
^e  been  so  employed  for  the  last  three  years  and  upwards.  I  know 
'  ahip-building  yard  of  Messrs.  W.  C.  Miller  &  Sous,  ship-builders, 
eitfoo\  which  adjoins  to  the  dock,  and*  has  an  entrance  into  the  dock. 
.  Aboat  five  months  ago  my  attention  was  called  to  a  ship  that  I  was 
was  to  be  made  of  8t«el  plates.    She  was  then  on  one  of  the  slips 
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in  Messrs.  Miller  &  Sons'  yard,  and  had  only  her  ribs  up.  Since  tiiat 
time  I  have  seen  her  from  day  to  day.  She  is  now  lying  in  Toxteth  dock. 
I  have  been  aboard  of  her  since  she  has  been  in  the  dock.  She  it 
entirely  cased  with  steel  plates.  There  are  three  port-holes  on  each  ade^ 
which  are  covered  with  steel-plate  shutters.  She  is  fitted  with  a  screw. 
There  are  no  sleeping  bunks  for  the  crew,  and  very  little  room  in  her  &r 
cargo,  her  engines  and  boilers  taking  up  most  of  the  room;  and  fromlier 
whole  appearance  I  am  able  to  say  that  she  is  intended  for  war  purposes 

3.  The  engines  are  being  fitted  by  Messrs.  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co, 
whose  men  have  been  and  are  now  at  work  on  her. 

4.  I  know  Captain  Bullock,  who  went  out  with  the  Oreto,  which  \emA 
I  remember  when  in  Messrs.  W.  C.  Miller  &  Sons'  yard,  who  built  lia; 
I  have  known  Captain  Bullock  about  twelve  months,  and  have  seenhia  i 
engaged  giving  directions  on  board  the  Oreto,  the  Alexandra,  and  I  haia  i 
also  seen  him  upon  the  Phantom  very  often,  superintending  and  directiag ; 
tiie  workmen  who  were  engaged  upon  her.  I  saw  him  on  Tuesday  las^ 
on  which  day  the  Phantom  went  out  of  the  Toxteth  dock  into  tto^ 
river  to  try  how  the  screw  would  act.  I  was  then  standing  on  the  pi» 
head,  and  the  vessel  was  close  to.  They  were  trying  the  screw  for  twenlj  i 
minutes  or  more.  There  were  present  with  Captain  Bullock  Mr.  Thom»  " 
Miller,  one  of  the  firm  of  W.  C.  Miller  &  Sons,  Mr.  Steers,  of  Fawcett 
Preston  &  Co.,  and  some  other  people  whom  I  don't  know.  I  heara 
Captain  Bullock  give  directions  as  to  the  vessel,  and  also  saw  his 
examining  the  screw  with  Mr.  Steers  and  Mr.  Miller.  I  spoke  to  Captain 
Bullock  when  he  came  on  shore,  and  asked  him  if  any  accident  had 
happened  to  the  Phantom,  as  they  had  kept  her  so  long  at  the  gate.  He 
said  no,  she  was  all  right.  The  Phantom  was  hauled  into  dock  again 
after  the  trial  was  over,  and  I  saw  her  there  last  night. 

5.  I  saw  said  Captain  Bullock  and  Mr.  Thomas  Miller  again  last  night 
looking  at  the  Phantom  and  inspecting  the  progress  of  the  work.  The 
men  are  very  busy  at  work  upon  her.  Her  engines  are  all  now  finished^ 
and  there  is  little  to  be  done  before  she  will  be  ready  for  sea. 

ROBEET  THOMA& 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the  14th  day  of  Uafy 
.1863,  before  me. 

ARTHUR  ELLIS,  a  Commissioner^  (fc 


Deposition  of  Willmm  Cozzens, 

I,  William  Cozzens,  of  Xo.  7  Lavan  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county 
of  Lancaster,  det-ective  police  officer,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows: 

1.  I  have  been  employed  for  the  last  several  weeks  watching  thebuUd- 
ing  of  certain  vessels  by  certain  parties  in  Liverpool  and  neighborhood, 
and  amongst  others  my  attention  has  been  called  to  a  vessel  built  by 
Messrs.  W.  C.  Miller  &  Sons,  ship-builders,  Liveri)ool,  which  vessel  ^ 
called  the  Phantom. 

2.  I  saw  the  Phantom  lying  in  the  Clarence  dock  basin  the  first  week 
in  April.  She  remained  "there  until  the  4:th  of  May  instant,  when  i* 
was  taken  up  to  the  Toxteth  dock. 

3.  During  the  time  the  Phantom  was  lying  in  the  Clarence  baanj  \ 
firequently  saw  an  engineer  named  William  Allen,  who,  I  am  informs  ! 
and  believe.  saUed  from  this  port  as  the  chief  engineer  on  board  titt  , 
steam^p  Oreto,  in  March,  18G2.    I  saw,  also,  the  foreman  and  heii 
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ngiiieer  of  Messrs.  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  on  board  of  the  Phantom, 
nperintending  the  men  who  were  engaged  fitting  the  engines  and  boil- 
rs  on  her.  I  observed  that  some  of  their  tools  and  machines  bore  the 
nitial  marks  "F.,  P.  &  Co."  I  also  saw  two  boilers,  now  in  the  ship, 
leing  taken  there  on  a  carriage,  which  had  the  name  of  Fawcett,  Pres- 
<m  &  Go.  thereon. 

4.  Since  the  Phantom  has  been  in  the  Toxteth  dock,  I  have  seen  on 
ler  machinery  which  bore  the  initials  of  F.,  P.  &  Co.,  and  on  Wednesday, 
lie  13th  of  May  instant,  I  was  at  the  Toxteth  dock,  and  there  saw  Cap- 
iain  BnUock  and  Mr.  Thomas  Miller  &  Sons.  They  were  in  conversation, 
md  appeared  to  be  inspecting  the  ship;  and  after  they  came  on  shore 
Chey  remained  looking  at  her  bow,  and  talking  together  for  several 
■linates. 

5.  The  Phantom  is  a  screw  steamer  of  about  two  hundred  feet  long. 
Bhe  is  steel-plated  all  over,  and  ha«  three  port-holes  on  each  side.  She 
dnws  very  little  water,  not  more  than  three  feet  forward,  and  about 
•even  to  eight  aft  She  has  very  little  room  for  any  cargo,  and  apx)ears 
to  me  to  be  built  for  war  purposes.  They  are  fitting  her  with  great 
c^^ition.    Her  engines  are  finished,  and  she  is  almost  ready. 

WILLIAM  COZZENS. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the  14th  day  of  May, 
1863,  before  me. 

AETHXJE  ELLIS,  Commissioner^  &c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  May  18, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  16th  instant,  inclosing  copies  of  two  depositions,  going  ftirther  to 
show  the  character  and  purposes  of  the  steamer  Phantom,  now  in  course 
of  constraction  at  the  port  of  Liverpool;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
yon  that  I  have  lost  no  time  in  forwarding  copies  of  these  papers  to  the 
proper  departments  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

KUSSELL. 

Chaeles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ct-c,  d-c,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Etissell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londan,  May  19,  1863. 

UyLobd:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  copy  of  another  deposi- 
^  supplementary  to  that  which  I  submitted  to  your  consideration 
With  my  note  of  the  16th  instant,  relating  to  the  steamer  Phantom. 
I  pray  your  lordship,  &c. 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Bussell,  dtc.y  c£*c.,  c£*c. 
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Deposition  of  Robert  Thorruu* 

I,  Robert  Thomas,  of  No.  3  court.  Ann  street,  Toxteth  Park,  liver- 
pool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  ponce  constable,  make  oath  and  say  as 
follows : 

1.  On  Friday  I  went  on  duty  at  the  Toxteth  dock,  and  about  half-part 
nine  o'clock  I  saw  Captain  Bullock  coming  down  and  go  alongside  «f 
the  Phantom,  and  point  out  to  one  of  tbe  foremen  of  Messrs.  W.  C.  Mfl* 
ler  &  Sons  something  that  required  to  be  done  to  the  fore  part  of  the 
vessel's  deck.  The  foreman  then  went  on  deck,  and  captain  Bullock 
went  into  Messrs.  Millei^s  yard,  and,  in  about  twenty  minutes  afterwards 
he  came  with  Mr.  Thomas  Miller,  and  they  went  on  board  the  vessel 
and  remained  there  some  time.  I  saw  him  with  one  of  the  foremen 
named  David  Euncom,  fitting  in  the  hatchway  cover. 

2.  Captain  Bullock  had  a  roll  of  paper  in  his  hand,  which  I  believe  in 
have  been  a  plan,  and  he  was  inspecting  the  vessel^  and  from  time  tn 
time  referring  to  the  paper;  and  he  was  thus  occupied  upwards  of  twi 
hours. 

3.  During  the  whole  of  the  time  I  was  on  duty  at  the  dock  yesterdaj 
from  8  o'clock  a.  m.  to  halfpast  3  p.  m.,  Messrs.  Miller's  men,  and  Messn 
Fawcett,  Prei3ton  &  Co.'s  men,  were  busily  engaged  on  the  vessel. 

4-  Captain  Bullock  was  also  at  the  vessel  at  half-past  8  o'clock  thi 
morning,  inspecting  her  gallery  and  other  portions;  he  had  with  himt|| 
same  paper,  and  was  engaged  giving  directions  to  the  men,  and  pointinj 
out  things  which  appeared  to  require  attention.  I  was  not  near  enoogi 
to  him  to  hear  what  those  directions  were,  but  his  manner  was  such  ai 
to  leave  no  doubt  on  my  mind  that  he  was  pointing  out  certain  thing 
which  did  not  tally  with  the  paper  he  had  in  his  hands. 

5.  I  had  some  conversation  with  one  of  the  engrueers  in  the  emplo] 
of  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  whose  name  I  do  not  know,  but  who  hi 
been  continually  employed  on  the  Phantom  ever  since  she  has  bew  « 
the  Toxteth  dock;  and  in  reply  to  a  question  of  mine  as  to  when  tb 
Phantom  was  going  to  sail,  he  said  he  did  not  know,  but  that  she  wa 
going  to  leave  her  dock  on  Monday  to  try  her  engines,  as  she  was  al 
finished,  except  just  oiling  her  engines. 

EGBERT  THOMA& 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the  16th  day  of  May, 
1863,  before  me. 

AETHUE  ELLIS,  Commissioner^  £e. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  May  19, 1863. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lettered 
to-day's  date,  inclosing  a  further  deposition  to  the  case  of  the  PhantoiBi 
and  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  lost  no  time  in  referring  the  aanf 
to  the  proper  departments  of  her  Majesty's  government. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

^  BUSSELL 

Ghables  Fbakois  Adams,  Esq.,  (£o.,  c&e.,  d!c. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extract.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  May  23,  1863. 

It  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  copy  of  another  deposi- 

relating  to  the  ease  of  the  steamer  Phantom. 

•  ••••• 

I  pray  your  lordship,  &c., 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

ight  Hon.  Earl  Busselx,  &c.^  &c.^  &c. 


Deposition  of  John  De  Costa. 

John  De  Ck)sta,  of  Liverpool,  in  the  connty  of  Lancaster,  shipping 
It  and  steam-tng  owner,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 
On  Tuesday  last,  about  12  o'clock  at  noon,  I  wa«  on  the  river  wall,  near 
Sandon  basin,  seeing  a  crew  I  had  shipped  on  board  the  Calhoun, 
as  the  Calhoun  got  into  the  river,  I  saw  a  screw  steamer,  which  had 
I  built  by  Messrs.  W.  C.  Miller  &  Sons,  of  this  town,  and  called  the 
atom,  coming  down  the  river,  and  came  alongside  the  river  wall  close 
^here  I  was  standing ;  and  subsequently  she  went  into  the  Sandon 
L  She  appeared  as  if  she  had  been  on  a  trial  trip. 
I  saw  on  board  the  Phantom  Mr.  Mann,  of  the  firm  of  Fawcett, 
ston  &  Co.,  who  supplied  and  fitted  the  engines  on  board  the  Phan- 
;  Mr.  Thomas  Miller,  one  of  the  firm  of  W.  C.  Miller  &  Sons,  who 
It  her;  they  were  on  the  forecastle  giving  orders;  and  Captain  Tessier, 
)  is  employed  by  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  and  a  pilot,  were 
the  bridge,  the  former  being  in  command  of  the  vessel  and  giving 
lere;  there  were  also  several  men  on  hand  in  blue  uniforms  with  gilt 

JOHN  DE  COSTA. 

Bwom  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  20th  day  of  May, 
^  before  me. 

JAMES  THOENELY^ 
A  Commissioner  for  taking  Affidavits  in  the 

Court  of  Exchequer  at  Westminster. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  May  23, 1863. 

!lR:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  thie  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
I  day's  date,  respecting  the  Phantom,        •        •        •        ^^^^  j  ^j^y^ 
no  time  in  forwarding  copies  of  these  papers  to  the  proper  depart- 
its  of  her  Majesty's  government.         • 
I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 
ZABLB8  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.y  dccj  &c. 
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JEarl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoBEiaN  Office,  May  27, 1 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor,  in  my  note  of  the  dd  ultimo,  to  commoni* 
you  the  result  of  the  inquiries  which  had  been  instituted  by  her  Ms 
government  on  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  26th  of  March,  in 
you  denounced  the  Phantom  steamer  as  being  in  course  of  const 
at  Liverpool  as  a  vessel  of  war  for  the  service  of  the  so-styled  i 
erate  States. 

The  evidence  which  I  was  then  able  to  lay  before  you  seemed  1 
that  you  had  been  misinformed  in  this  respect ;  but  as  the  dep< 
inclosed  in  your  letters  of  the  ICth,  19th,  and  23d  instant  api^e 
call  for  further  inquiry,  her  Majesty's  government  did  not  los 
ment  in  causing  such  further  inquiry  to  be  made,  and  I  now  pro 
communicate  to  you  the  result. 

First.  With  regard  to  the  allegation  that  the  Phantom  has  poi 
the  collector  at  Liverpool  has  obtained  from  the  surveyor  a  repoi 
which  it  appears  that  though  the  Phantom  has  ports  on  deck,  r 
dent  from  their  size  and  situation  that  they  are  intended  for  the 
of  water,  and  not  for  guns,  which  the  strength  of  the  deck  is  n 
cient  to  carry ;  moreover,  the  permaneut  fittings  on  deck  would  ii 
with  the  workipg  of  guns.  The  surveyor  adds  that,  in  his  opini 
Phantom  is  intended  for  mercantile  pursuits,  but  whether  of  a 
character  or  for  running  the  blockade  there  is  no  evidence  to  she 

Secondly.  The  commissioners  of  customs,  since  the  dat^  of  : 
letter,  have  caused  a  strict  watch  to  be  kept  upon  the  Phant< 
nothing  has  transpired  worthy  of  special  notice,  and  the  several 
in  regard  to  this  vessel,  including  the  depositions  forwarded  1 
having  been  submitted  to  the  legal  adviser  of  that  board,  he  has  r< 
that  there  is  no  evidence  to  warrant  the  slightest  interference  w 
Indeed,  it  js  stated  that  during  a  recent  interview  between  thai 
and  Mr.  Squarey,  the  solicitor  to  the  United  States  consul  at  Liv 
Mr.  Squdi'ey  admitted  that  there  was  no  case  against  the  Phautc 
that  the  recoil  of  a  heavy  gun  would  shake  her  to  pieces. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

Eusa 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfcc,  &c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  May  30, 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  27th  instant^  respect 
steamer  Phantom,  1  have  now  the  honor  further  to  state  to 
regartls  the  dei>osition  of  Mr.  De  Costa,  which  was  inclosed  in  y< 
ter  of  the  23d  instant^  that  her  Majesty's  government  learn  from  a 
of  the  surveyor  of  Liverpool  that  it  is  true  that  that  vessel  wa 
Mersey  on  the  19th  instant,  removing  from  the  Toxteth  to  the  ] 
graving  dock,  with  Mr.  Mami,  her  owner,  Mr.  Thomas  Miller,  the 
her  builder,  but  not  one  of  t^je  firm,  a  pilot,  and  Mr.  Tessier,  on 
but  that  it  is  not  correct  that  there  were  several  men  on  board 
uniform  with  gilt  buttons,  the  fact  being  that  there  was  no  one  oi 
■        so  attired. 
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The  sawejoT  further  observes,  tli<at  it  is  difficult  for  any  oue  at  all 
itiiliar  with  the  coiistmctioii  and  fittings  of  vessels  intc^nded  for  war- 
re  purposes  to  account  for  the  supposition  that  the  Phantom  is  destined 
'«icli  a  service,  her  hull  being  of  the  most  fiagile  character  that  can 
conceived  for  a  sea-going  vessel,  her  steel  plates  being  but  a  quarter 
m  inch  thick,  and  her  iron  frame  of  the  same  x)rox)oitiou. 
•  ••••••• 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

RUSSELL. 
HARJLES  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  etc,  dire,  t£c 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  BusselL 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  May  30,  1863. 

T  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  a  letter  from  the 
ml  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool,  and  of  two  more  depositions 
ting  to  the  case  of  the  Phantom.  1  do  not  presume  that  theywill  have 
effect  in  varying  the  reply  already  given  to  my  former  representa- 
8  in  your  lordship's  note  of  the  27th  instant.  Notwithstanding  the 
\Ti  made  concerning  the  objects  of  that  vessel,  I  greatly  fear  that  she 
turnup  in  America, much  in  the  character  of  the  Georgiana.  I  can 
r  hope  for  the  sake  of  the  harmony  of  both  countries  that  she  may 
it  with  the  same  fate. 
I  pray,  &c., 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

tight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  d'o.,  etc.,  (£c 


Mr.  I>udl€y  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  May  28,  1863. 

5iE :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  two  more  afiidavits  about  the 
amer  Phantom,  now  at  this  port.  This  vessel  made  another  trial  trip 
Tuesday,  returning  yesterday.  I  am  informed  she  is  to  be  a  privateer 
the  so-called  southern  confederacy. 

am  satisfied,  from  what  I  hear  of  this  craft,  that  she  will  arm  either 
this  or  some  other  port,  and  cmise  against  the  government  of  the 
ited  States.  The  Hamilton  referred  to  in  the  affidavits  as  being  on 
ird  is  John  Eandolph  Ilamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  an  officer  belong- 
to  the  navy  of  the  so-called  southern  confederacy',  sent  over  here  by 
t  government  as  an  assistant  to  Captain  Bullock,  to  aid  in  fitting  out 
1  building  naval  vessels  tor  the  insurgents.  Captain  Tessier  is  the 
le  man  who  took  out  the  armament  to  the  Oreto,  now  called  the 
cida,  built  by  these  same  parties  who  built  the  Phantom,  and  who 
c  out  from  Liverpool  a  part  of  the  armament  and  Captain  Semmes  to 
steamer  Alabama.    She  is  to  sail  Saturday  or  Sunday  next. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,     _ 

•  THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

on.  Chables  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister. 

16  ▲  0— TOL.  n 
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Deposition  of  Henry  Redden. 

I,  Ilenry  Eedden,  of  16  Hook  street,  in  Liveri>ool,  mariner,  do  solei 
declare  and  say  as  follows : 

I  know  the  steamer  Phantom,  lately  built  by  Messrs.  W.  C.  Mil 
Sons,  at  Liverpool.  Said  vessel  went  on  a  trial  trip  on  Tuesday  ev 
last,  the  26th  instant,  and  returned  yesterday  evening.  I  was  o 
Wellington  pier  when  she  came  in,  and  saw  her.  I  passed  the  ro] 
help  her  into  the  dock.  She  was  in  command  of  Captiiin  E.  L.  Ti 
to  my  own  personal  knowledge,  the  same  man  who  fonnerly  comm: 
the  steamer  Bahama,  and  who  conveyed  i)art  of  the  armament  t^ 
assisted  to  fit  out,  i\w.  Alabama,  or  290,  at  Ten^eira.  I  was  close  t 
steamer  when  she  came  to  the  pier,  and  could  distinguish  any  ])er; 
board  of  her,  and  speak  w  ith  him.  There  were  seven  gentlem 
board.  1  knew  one  of  them  to  be  one  of  the  firm  of  Fawcett,*  Pn\^ 
Oo.,  two  of  the  firm  of  Fraser,  Trenhohn  &  Co.^  and  a  small  man  1 
addressed  as  Mr.  Hamilton.  The  captain  (Tessier)  asked  me  how  I 
like  to  go  in  the  vessel.  I  told  him  I  w^ould  not  go.  He  said  she 
«ail  on  Saturday  night  or  Sunday  morning.  He  said  that  to  the 
master  in  my  hearing.  The  crew  on  board  told  me  they  were  en 
for  Nassau ;  that  they  had  been  shipi)ed  on  boaitl  the  vessel,  and 
the  Sailor's  Home ;  that  they  had  tour  pounds  a  month,  and  one 
in  advance.     Said  vessel  is  adjusting  her  compa>ss  to-day. 

And  I  make  this  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the  sam< 
true,  and  by  virtue,  &c.,  &c. 

HEXliY  REDH 

Declared  and  subscribed,  the  28th  of  May,  1863,  before  me. 

J.  PEARSOX, 

A  Commissioner 


Deposition  of  Mattheic  Maguire. 

Borough  of  Liverpool,  to  wit: 

I,  Matthew  Maguire,  of  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
United  Kingdom  of  Oreat  Britain  and  Ireland,  commission  age 
solemnly  and  sincerely  declaie : 

That  on  the  evening  of  yesterday,  the  27th  instant,  about  5  o'cl 
saw  the  steamer  Phantom,  lately  built  at  this  port  by  Messrs.  W 
C.  Miller  &  Sons,  return  from  a  trial  trip ;  and  saw  Mr.  Mann, 
firm  of  Fawoiett,  Preston  &  Co.,  and  Mr.  Hamilton,  an  Americai 
are  well  known  to  me,  on  board  of  her.  There  were  several  oti 
l)oard,  one  of  whom  1  believe  to  be  one  of  the  firm  of  Fraser,  Tre 
&  Co.,  but  am  not  sure.  Captain  E.  L.  Tessier,  who  is  also  well  1 
to  me,  was  also  on  board  said  steamer,  and  acting  as  master  of  h( 

MATTHEW  MAGUI 

Declared,  &c.,  28th  May,  1863,  before  me. 

HENRY  DUNCAN, 
A  CommissUmev 
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Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  Jmie  1,  1863. 

Sjr:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
?30th  ultimo,  inclosing  further  depositions  respecting  the  Phantom. 
'.  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
Mlieut,  humble  sen^ant, 

EUSSELL. 
Ihari.es  Francis  Adaims,  Esq.,  dc,  iCc,  d-c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

■ 

Foreign  Office,  Jum  3, 1 863. 

[R:  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  I  have  the 
or  to  state  to  you  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  fully  consid- 
I,  in  communication  with  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  the  various 
era  submitted  by  you,  includiug  the  depositions  inclosed  in  your  let- 
of  the  30th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  Phantom,  together 
I  the  information  which  has  been  obtained  by  the  boaid  of  treasury 
by  the  Home  Office  on  the  same  matter,  and  that  it  appears  to  her 
^ty's  government  that  no  sufficient  evidence  has  yet  been  produced 
arrant  them  in  tjiking  any  action  with  respect  to  that  steam  vessel. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

KUSSELL. 
eiarles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cte.,  dc,  Ac. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.] 

89.]       *  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  June  10,  1863. 
^.  ••••*••• 

?he  Phantom  shipped  her  crew  at  the  Sailoi^s  Home  on  Monday  last. 
*ir  contract  is  for  a  voyage  to  Nassau  for  a  term  not  to  exceed  six 
?Ddar  months;  wages,  three  hundred  and  ten  shillings  per  month. 
Saturday  she  took  in  eiglit  large  cases,  supposed  to  contain  shot. 
) clearedyesterday,  and  has  sailed  to-day  for  Nassau,^.  T.  Tessier, 
tain;  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  consignees.  Her  crew  is  put  down 
lioally  at  twenty-seven  men,  but  she  has  more  than  this  number  on 
rd.  There  is  no  doubt  about  this  vessel.  She  has  been  built  for  and 
•ngs  to  the  southern  confederacy,  and  after  she  gets  out  will  no 
l>t  be  armed  and  turn  privateer.    1  shall  procure  a  copy  of  her  reg- 


#  •  •  *  • 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

m.  Welllam  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
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Mr.  I>udley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.] 

No.  90.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  June  12, 1863. 

Sir:  Eeferring  to  dispatch  No.  89,  and  the  clearing  and  saiHug  of  the 
steamer  Phantom,  I  have  now  to  state  that  previous  to  her  sailing  a  reg- 
ister was  taken  out  at  the  Liverpool  customs  in  the  name  of  Williaii 
Thompson  Mann,  one  of  the  firm  of  Faweett,  Preston  &  Co.  A  slip  from 
the  Journal  of  Commerce  of  to-day  states  she  sailed  for  Nassau  en  rotrfi 

to  Charleston. 

*  •  •  •  •.*  •  •  • 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DyDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  I>udley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  178.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  December  12, 18G( 
gjj^.         •  •  •••••• 

I  have  learned  more  about  the  steamer  at  Stockton,  to  which  Ihait' 
BO  often  referred  in  mj^  dispatches.  The  contract  for  building  her  wi 
made  by  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  and  they  are  making  all  the  paymenti 
as  they  become  due.  The  frame  and  wood-work  are  very  strong  and  M^ 
curel^'  bolted.  Over  this  they  are  putting  on  iron  plates  one  and  one-thiid 
inch  in  thickness,  with  a  lap  of  six  inches  on  each  plate,  which  ^(illmake 
almost  a  double  thickness  of  plates.  These  plates  are  secured  witk 
heavy  iron  bolts.  It  is  said  here  that  she  is  for  the  merchant  service,  bnt 
I  doubt  it.  If  for  an  ordinary  steamer,  why  build  her  so  strong,  anl 
then  cover  her  \vith  iron  plates  in  such  manner  as  to  give  her  nearly 
three  inches  of  iron  on  her  sides  I  Besides  this,  the  fact  that  she  is 
building  for  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  of  itself  is  a  suspicious  circua- 
stance.  There  are  dozens  of  sea-going  steamers  that  they  could  bajT; 
good  enough  for  ordinary  piui)oses.  The  consul  at  Newcastle-on-the-ljyi 
is  watching  her  closely,  and  will  no  doubt  endeavor  to  ascertain  her  tiw 
character.    She  will  not  be  ready  to  launch  before  February. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaat^ 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEI. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stat^. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr,  Setcard. 

[Extract.] 

No.  48.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Idverpoolj  March  13,  iM* 

Sir:  ♦  •  •  •  •  •  •• 

Referring  to  my  dispatch  of  December  30, 1862,  numbered  186,  vA 
a  vessel  building  %t  Stockton  for  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  G(k,  I  have  not 
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»port  that  this  vessel  has  been  launched  and  named  the  Southerner, 
esume  our  consul  at  Newcastle-on-the-Tyne  has  fully  advised  you 
it  this  steamer. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 
on.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

66.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  April  22,  1863. 

IR:  *  *  *  *  *  * 

iclosures  Nos.  2  and  3  are  copies  of  two  affidavits  in  the  case  of  the 
iiuer  Southerner,  now  building  at  Stockton.  One  shows  she  belongs 
•>ascT,  Trenholm  &  Co.;  the  other  tliat  Captain  Butcher,  who  took  out 
Alabanui,  is  sui>erintending  the  building.  My  men  who  have  been 
lee  her  i-eport  to  me  that  she  is  built  for  merchant  rather  than  war 
poses;  but  this  may  be  said  of  the  privateer  Virginia.  She,  too,  was 
It  for  merchant  senice.  The  Southerner  can  Ix^  converted  into  a  priva- 
r  as  well  as  the  Virginia.  Copies  of  these  affidavits  were  sent  to  Mr. 
ams  yesterday  to  be  laid  befoi*e  the  government. 

I  am,  sir,  youi*  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  11.  DUDLEY. 
Ion.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[,  the  undersigned,  Joseph  H.  McChesney,  the  United  States  consul 
Newca8tle-uiK)n-Tyne,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  that  Mr.  Lock- 
ed, of  the  firm  of  Pearce  &  Lockwood,  builders  of  the  new  steamer 
med  the  Southenier,  at  Stockton-on-Tees,  informe<l  me  at  their 
lee  in  Stockton  that  they  were  building  said  steamer  for  Fraser  & 
.,  of  Liverpool,  who  had  contracte<l  for  the  ^ame.  And  I  make  this 
emn  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  it  to  be  true,  and  by^irtlle 
the  provisions  of  an  act  ])assed  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
e  Majesty  King  William  the  Fourth,  entitled  ^^  An  act  to  repeal  an  act 
the  pre^sent  session  of  Parliament,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  more 
ectual  alK)lition  of  oaths  and  affirmations  taken  and  made  in  various 
partments  of  the  state,  and  to  substitute  declarations  in  lieu  thereof, 
d  for  the  more  entire  8upi)ression  of  voluntary  and  extra-judicial  oaths 
d  affidavits,  and  to  make  other  i)ro visions  for  th<^  abolition  of  uuneces- 
ry  oaths.'" 
Ltedared  at  ISTewcastle^upou-Tyne,  the  11th  day  of  April,  18G3,  before 

J.  H.  McCHESNEY, 
A  Commissioner  to  administer  oaths  in  CJiancery  in  England. 
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Ij  Matthew  jMaffuire,  of  Drjdeu  Rood,  Edge  Lane,  LiverjKK)!, commift- 
sion  ap^ent,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  tliat  on  the  IGth  dayol 
March  instant  I  was  at  St<x*kton-on-Tee8,  and  thei-e  saw  in  the  bnildiu 
yard  of  Messrs.  Pe^iixre  &  Lock  wood  a  large  screw  steamer,  barkriggel| 
hull  painted  dark  green,  one  funnel  i)ainted,  which  I  was  iiifoiiiUHl  by  flu 
I)ersons  at  work  on  and  abcmther  was  called  the  Southerner;  that  I  m 
there  Captain  Butcher,  the  sanu*  person  I  knew  as  being  in  command c( 
the  steamer  29(^  afterwards  called  the  Alabama,  built  by  the  Mesan, 
Laird,  at  I>irkenheiid,  at  the  time  of  her  sailing  from  Liverpool  in  Augui^ 
18G2,  and  he,  the  said  Butcher,  ai>i)eared  to  be  superintending  the  fitting  j 
out  of  the  said  steamer,  the  Southerner,  giving  orders  to  the  workmeii  j 
and  evidently  recognize<l  by  them.  I  knew  him  to  be  the  s^vme  manwhft^ 
was  in  the  Alabama,  having  seen  him  on  board  that  vei^sel  when  ik  j 
Laird's  yard.  And  1  make  this  solenm  declaration,  conscientionsly  tah 
lieving  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  viitue  of  the  provisions  of  an  acij 
made  and  passed  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty  Kint  j 
William  the  Fourth,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  an  act  of  the  presM: 
session  of  Parliament,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  more  eflectual  abolition 
of  oaths  and  affirmations  faken  and  made  in  various  departments  of  tte 
state,  and  to  substitute  declarations  in  lieu  thereof,  and  for  the  more 
entire  suppression  of  extra-judicial  oaths  and  affidavits,  and  to  make 
other  iirovisions  for  the  abolition  of  unnecessarv  oaths.' " 

MATTHEW  MAGUIKE. 

Declared  and  subscribed  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  tba 
21st  day  of  Ajnil,  18G3,  before  me. 

J.  PEARSON, 
A  Comnmsioner  to  administer  oailisin  Chancery  in  Ungland. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Sexcard. 

[Extract.] 

Xo.  88.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  June  3,  18f»3. 

Inclosure  No.  2  is  a  copy  of  letter  from  one  of  my  n^n  now  at  Stock- 
ton looking  after  the  steamer  S(mtherner  at  that  i)ort.    Tlie  iuformatioD 
contained  in  it  I  regard  as  of  suttic.'ient  imj>ortance  to  warrant  me  in 
transmitting  the  copy.    1  have  instructed  him  to  x>rocure  atUdavit^  of 
all  the  facts  and  send  them  direct  to  Mr.  Adams.    We  have  af)ida\it8 
that  this  vessel  l)elongs  t^  Frasc^r,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  and  has  been  sui)er- 
intended  by  Captain  Butcher.    I  am  informed  that  she  is  to  come  aroimd 
to  Liver|>ool,  and  will  be  here  about  the  0th ;  that  she  is  to  go  out  as  a 
privateer,  but  do  not  regard  the  information  from  an  entirely  reliaWe 
source,  though  there  is  much  to  confirm  it.    Thus  far  I  have  not  be«i 
able  to  obtain  any  positive  or  direct  evidence  of  her  intentions.    •    •  • 
If  it  be  true  that  she  is  to  turn  privateer,  her  arms  and  ammunition  wiD    , 
no  doubt  be  sent  out  on  some  other  vessel.    I  forwarded  yesterd^* 
coi>y  of  this  letter  to  Mr.  Adams. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfiillv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THO>LA.S  H,  DUDLST, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

ikcretary  of  State. 
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Stockton-on-Tees,  ^fay  30, 184)3. 

3AB  Sra:  On  my  arriv{il  here  I  comnmnieated  with  Bhihiston,  and 
been  basy  aH  day  alnrnt  the  Southerner.    The  facts,  which  can 
be  proved,  are  a«  follows: 

at  the  Palmetto  and  the  name  Southerner  are  on  the  stem  of  the 
1;  that  the  Palmetto  and  C.  S.  C.  (understood  here  to  mean  "con- 
at^  screw  cntter")  is  on  all  the  porcelain  iittinpfs.  That  the  niana- 
f  the  works  told  me  in  Blahiston's  presence  that  "Captain  P>utcher 
i  take  charge  of  the  ship  as  commander  in  the  first  instance." 
at  we  learned  from  the  workmen  that  Butcher  si)ent  "  the  jneatest 
of  his 'time  in  8Ui>erintending  the  vessel,'' and  Jilso  that '*every- 
:  was  kept  very  quiet,"  but  that  it  was  perfectly  understood  she  was 
ve  twelve  guns  on  board,  but  that  she  would  take  them  from  some 
vessel  which  was  to  meet  her  somewhere;  that  she  leaves  Stock- 
this  was  from  the  manager)  on  Tuesday  afternoon.  From  another 
I  have  that  she  goes  to  Hartlepool  to  have  her  compasses  rcHjtified. 
she  has  engaged  part  of  her  crew,  and  that  the  men  have  served 
•  Butcher  before.  That  there  are  on^deck  now  two  cannons, 
anders,  mounted  &c.,  marked: 

G.  S.  Hall. 
S. 
18. 

Iiat  there  are  five  port-holes  cut  on  either  side  in  the  bulwarks, 
hat  from  other  information  we  believe  that  there  are  other  guns 
aled  on  board.  That  the  windows  of  the  aft-saloon  contain  the 
ing  emblems,  identifying  the  ship  with  the  confederacy,  viz : 

iS^o.  1. 


\ 


Y/ 


y^^iX^^  ^''iSv  . 


le  oval  A  is  a  palm-tree  with  fasces  crossed  at  the  base;  in  B  a  figure 

lOpe  pi*e^^nting  a  cotton-plant. 

0. 2.  On  the  window  facing  this  there  is  the  British  coat-of-arms, 

and  uuicoru,  &c. 

fo.  3.  On  the  west  window  is  a  view  of  Charleston  from  the  inside, 

hthe  confederate  flag  and  union  jack  flying  from  the  towers  of  the 

^cations. 

!^o.  i  Is  a  view  of  Savannah  from  the  interior. 

'ipwere  on  board  for  more  than  an  hour.    The  tonnage  of  the  vessel 

^vOOtons.    The  engines  300  horse-power,  and  the  manager,  "Zoun- 

^\  told  as  that  she  was  intended  for  light  draught  of  water.    That 


*^: 
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the  workmen  on  board  said  that  "thiiipfs  were  kept  very  quiet,  bntthit 
it  was  notorious  that  the  vessel  was  for  something  more  than  ap]>ea]ied.' 
The  ballast  of  the  sliip  is  i)igiron.  The  whole  of  the  de<^k  eahinstn 
capable  of  easy  removal.  They  are  of  painted  maple.  The  tables  ii 
the  saloon  are  ready,  and  the  eari>et  is  laid  down. 

I  think  that  the  only  important  facts  we  have  got  are  the  iH>sitive in- 
formation fnmi  the  manager  and  workmen  of  the  yard  as  to  Butcher.  Tlie 
other  points  may  be  conobative,  but  alone  are  nothing.  What  I  wiA 
to  ask  is,  whether  you  think  that  it  is  desirable  (])roviding  wc  fjet  no 
more  facts)  to  put  these  statements  in  this  letter  into  a  depositiou.  If 
80,  please  to  write,  so  that  I  may  have  yoiu*  advice  without  fail  on  Tut*  I 
day  morning. 

in  the  mean  time  I  hoi)e  to  get  other  facts  directly  connecting  ButclMr 
with  the  ship,  and  shall  8i)are  no  elfoi-ts  to  do  so.  On  Wednesclay  Ii» 
pose  to  be  in  Haitlepool  to  meet  the  shij)  and  watch  her  there,  and  p» 
haps  it  may  be  as  well  to  wait  till  then  before  making  a  dei>ositioiL  I 
am  deeply  anxicms  to  conmlete  this  (5ase,  but  I  must  admit  that  I  ail 
not  as  succ?e.ssful  as  I  could  wish.  1  leave  the  r(»mainder  of  this  letter 
for  anything  which  may  turn  up  before  post  time  to-morrow. 
1  am,  dear  sir,  yours,  faithfully, 

«l  '• 

T.  H.  Dudley,  Esq. 


I 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[Extracts.] 

Xo.  425.]  ^  Legaiion  of  the  United  States, 

London,  June  5, 1863. 
Sir:  •»»••• 

I  now  transmit  copies  of  note  and  i)apers  connected  with  the    •   '  j 
Southerner,    ♦     *    and  likewise  of  such  rei)lies  as  1  have^receivedfitai 
LordKussell. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  ob(»dient  servant, 

'  CHARLES  FKA]^^1S  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

^Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 


t> 


Legation  of  the  United  States,  j 

London,  June  3, 1863.      | 

Mv  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  conaideratiou  eopici  J 
•of  two  depositions  relating  to  a  vcvssel  which  has  been  %ttiug  oat  rt 
Stockton-on-Tees,  for  some  puipose  not  usual  in  time«  of  peaoe.  Thii 
vessel  is  called  the  Southerner,  and  is  the  same  to  which  I  ttiDrf 
your  lordshi])'s  attention  in  my  note  of  the  26th  of  March  last.  I  thhl 
it  cun  scarcely  admit  of  a  doubt  that  she  is  intended  to  cany  oi^lh 
same  x>iratical  mode  of  warfare  against  the  commerce  of  the  Unto'?? 
fitates  now  practiced  by  the  so-called  Alabama  and  the  Oreto.  9M 
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)n  siix>erintendiD<?  lier  of|uipinont  ai)i)ears  to  be  the  same  who  was 
\\y  active  in  the  cast*  of  No.  21)0.  1  therelore  leel  it  is  my  duty  to 
yonr  lor(l8hip'8  attention  to  the  (^ase  in  or(h*r  tliat  the  i)roiM»r  mea- 
s  may  be  taken  in  season  to  prevent  any  evil  eonseciaenees  to  tlie 
e  of  the  two  countries  from  the  escape  of  such  a  v(sssel. 
I  pray  voar  lordship  to  accept,  &c., 

CHARLES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 

ij?ht  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  drc,  dc,  de. 


Deposition  of  John  Baxter  Langley. 

John  Baxter  Langley,  surfjeon  and  Journalist,  do  In^reby  solemnly 
are  that  on  Wednesday,  the  l.'5th  day  of  May,  I  was  in  Stockton-oii- 
i,  and  that  I  went  on  board  a  vessel  lyin^i:  beside  the  ship  building 
1  of  IVarse,  Lockwood  &  Co.     The  ship  was  about  Wli)  fe<4  long, 

had  the  name  '*  Southerner,  Liverpool,''.^>ainted  in  gilt  letters  on 
stern.     She  was  an  iron  S(t<*w  st(»amer,  ivhich  1  Judged  to  be  from 

0  to  2,2()0  tons  register.  In  the  cal>ins  I  saw  ]>orcelain  basins, 
keil  with  a  i)alm  tree,  and  tin*  letters  C.  S.  C,  which  I  understood  to 
n  ^'•confederate  screw  cutter.^  The  sanu»  day  I  saw  a  hole  Innng 
in  h<»r  side,  and  judged  that  her  iron  plating,  above  the  water-line, 

about  ten  inches  in  thickiu»ss.  A  workman,  employed  on  board 
he  ship,  toM  nu^  that  the  vessel  had  i)lates  of  unusual  thickness 
re  the  water  line.     It  was  notori(ms  in  Stockt<ui,  at  this  time,  that 

vessel  was  inten<led  to  be  use<l  "as  another  Alabama."     1  was- 
nned,  moreover,  that  Captain  Butcher,  late  of  the  Alabama,  was 
mntending  the  building  of  the  ship,  and  workmen  in  X\w  yard  tokl 
that  he  was  frequently  on  board  of  her  superintending  the  W(uk.     I 

1  ilw^lare  that  I  was  again  in  St<M*kton-on-Tees,  on  Satunhiy,  May  30, 
that  I  noticed  further  that  the  vessel  in  question  had  had  five  s(piare 

»»,  corresponding  to  her  deck  amidshi]>s,  cut  in  her  side,  and  suitable 
jjnns  to  be  worked  on  her  deck  amidships.  I  also  declare  that  1  w<^nt 
iKiiinl  the  vessel  on  that  (K»casion  and  entered  into  conversation  with 
Younger,  the  manager  of  the  works,  who  stat(Hl  that  the  arms  of 
Confederate  States  were  on  the  cabin  window  on  one  side,  and  views 
^ivannab  on^the  oth(»r.  He  said  that  the  vessi»l  was  intended  to 
py  cotton  from  Charleston,  and  that  Captain  Butcher  was  to  take 
rji^e  of  her  as  commamhM*  in  the  first  instance.  He  said  she  was  also 
•arry  ])assengers  between  Liverpool  and  ('harleston.  I  went  ov(»r -the 
s«*l  and  again  observed  the  emblems  on  the  j)orcclain  in  the  aft  cabin, 
I  that  the  cabin  windows  had  transj>arencies  as  follows:  No.  1,  two 
Is;  on  the  right  a  palnu»tto,  with  fasces  and  axes,  crossed  at  the  foot, 
ha  gjirter  and  nu^tto  around  it  as  follows:  ''South  Carolina;  animis 
hiLS<jue  parati."  On  the  left  oval  an  emblem  of  a  female  presenting 
Dtton  ])lant,  or  sonu'thing  of  the  kind,  with  the  motto  ^'Dum  s])iro, 
TO,"  and  " spc^s."  On  the  win<h>w  No.  2,  facing  this,  is  the  British 
^  arms.  No.  .'5  is  a  i)icture,  which  1  take  to  be  that  of  Charleston, 
ha  fortification  in  the  foreground,  from  which  floated  two  large  flags, 
Jone  being  that  known  as  the  confederate  banner,  and  the  other  "the 
ikm  jack."  On  window  No.  4  was  a  i)icture,  which  1  take  to  be  that 
Savannah,  with  a  battery  and  gun  in  situation  in  the  foreground.  I 
''iwo  gnns  marked  "G.  S.  Hall,  S.  18s,"  on  board.  1  sui>posed  them 
he  about  18-pounder8.  Oijposite  the  poi-ts  wercf  rings,  which  I  sup- 
M  to  be  intended  to  work  the  guns.    In  some  cases  the  rings  had 
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been  removed  from  the  sockets.  I  went  down  into  the  hold  also.  One 
of  the  workmen  on  board  tokl  me  that  Cai>tain  Butcher  was  su])erii> 
tending:  the  buihliiijif  of  the  vessel,  and  that  he  si>ent  the  greater  ]wrtrf 
his  time  on  board,  and  had  done  so  for  more  than  a  month.  He  mi 
that  it  was  (inite  understood  that  the  ship  was  to  take  other  i^aius  ot 
boanl  from  somc^  vessel  which  was  to  meet  her  at  sea.  He  said  also 
that  Cai)tain  Butcher  had  en«^a<»:ed  his  crew,  and  that  some  of  those  who 
had  «i:onc  with  him  before  were  (*n*ja^ed  to  f;o  with  him  apiiii.  Iwsa 
also  informed,  on  the  same  day,  that  a  carji^o  of  charcoal  was  to  l^epnt 
(m  board  of  the  Southerner,  so  as  to  pv<^  off  no  smoke  from  her  fimnd. 
Mr.  Younger,  the  manajicr,  stated  that  the  vessel  would  isail  ti-oin  the 
Tees  on  Tucsihiy  evening  or  Wednesday  morning.  A  common  rumor 
states  that  she  will  leave  the  river  on  Tuesday  night,  and  that  she  will 
stop  at  Middleshow  till  the  following  day,  after  which  she  will  go  to 
HartleiKH)!  and  have  her  comi)asses  rectitied.  Other  reiK>i*ts  say  thil 
she  is  to  go  dirc»ct  to  l^iverpool,  and  there  take  in  her  crew.  Fnuii  whal 
I  have  heard  and  seen,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  ship  in  questiou  it 
intended  for  the  service  of  th(^  Confederate  States  as  a  ]>rivateer,  foA 
that  she  is  not  for  the  purpose  for  which  she  is  ostensibly  constnicted. 
I  believe  that  the  extensive  space  below  and  between  decks  is  intended 
to  contain  and  receive  the  cargoes  of  merchant  vessels  seized  by  this 
Southerner. 

On  Monday,  June  1, 1  went  to  the  ship-yard  of  Messrs.  Ltx^kwood, 
Pearse  «S:  Co.,  and  inquired  for  Cajjtain  Butcher.  The  watchman  at  the 
gate  told  me  that  '*  hc»  had  not  si»en  him  that  morning  yet,  but  that  he 
might  have  come  in  through  the  oflice  and  gone  on  board  the  ship.''  I 
went  to  the  oilice  and  saw  a  clerk  there,  who  said  that  it  was  alwnt 
Captain  Butcher's  time,  an<l  that  if  I  walked  up  to  towards  his  lodfrini?* 
I  should  ])robably  meet  him.  lie  told  me  the  way  he  usually  came  down. 
I  nnderstood  him  to  say  that  Butcher  was  there  regularly  every  day.  I 
tlu^n  went  up  to  the  place  where  1  was  told  that  Butcher  Imlged,  and 
asked  for  him.  I  was  shown  in  to  him,  and  inquired  whether  he  would 
have  any  objection  for  me,  as  a  rei>orter  connected  with  tlie  lioudoii 
press,  to  go  on  board  when  she  went  on  her  trial  trip  from  Hartlepool 
on  Wednesday.  He  said,  in  reply,  '^l  should  not  have  the  smalleet 
objection;  but  T  do  not  take  charge  of  the  vessel  until  she  is  quite  com- 
plete." I  stated  that  J  had  nnderstood  that  he  was  in  command  of  the 
ship,  to  which  he  rejdied :  "Yes,  that  is  quite  right;  but  I  do  not  like 
to  take  any  responsibility  nntil  the  shij)  is  limdly  delivered  over  to  me," 
or  Avords  to  that  effect.  He  said,  further,  that  he  would  speak  to  the 
builders  alxmt  the  matter,  and  that  he  wouUl  meet  me  on  Iward  the 
Southerner  at  one  o'(;lock.  1  went  down  to  the  qnay  side,  before  one  oVloek, 
and  sjiw  CaiJtain  Butcher  on  board  the  Southerner.  1  thought  fn» 
what  1  saw  that  he  wjis  giving  orders  to  men  on  board.  I  saw  severd 
of  the  men  touch  their  hats  to  him.  When  1  went  into  the  yanl  I  was 
told  that  Captain  Butcher  was  on  board  the  big  ship,  and  I  fouud  hi* 
on  the  aft-i)Ooi),  where  I  had  previcmsly  seen  him.  He  recognized  nrt 
again,  and  spoke  to  a  gentleman  whom  I  understood  tol>eoneoffl* 
builders — either  Mr.  Pearse  or  Mr.  IiO(?kw()od.  He  said:  "Come  thii 
wfiy  and  1  will  introduce  you.''  I  s])oke  with  them  both,  and  I  heard 
the  gentleman  say  to  Captain  Butcher,  "I  woidd  not  allow  any  one  to 
go  with  you  down  the  river."  Then  turning  to  me  he  said :  *♦  We  shiB 
send  down  a  train  from  this  very  early,  starting  about  live  o'clock,  and j 
you  can  join  us  if  yon  like."  I  said  that  I  should  probably  go  to  HartWl 
pool,  and  he  then  said :  "  Well,  the  harbor-master  knows  all  abooft  it 
A  vessel  will  be  sent  out  Horn  West  Hartlepool  about  six  id  1^  nuNEB* 


.'  '* 
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ing.'^  I  askeil  Captciin  Biitchor  to  ix^\e  mo  his  card  Jis  a  pass,  and  he 
did  80.  Cuptain  Butcher  and  Mr.  IVase  (?)  then  joined  some  visitors 
■rho  were  in  the  atl-cabin,  and  1  Joined  them.  One  of  the  hidies  asked 
what  was  the  meauini?  of  the  V.  S.  C.  on  the  phites  and  dislies,  and  basins. 
rhe  gentleman  said  that  it  was  not  known ;  that  it  mijjht  be  Charleston 
Bteam  Conipauy,  or  anything  else,  and  then  laughed  in  a  manner  which 
led  me  to  suppose  that  he  knew  unue  than  he  was  inclined  to  tell.  In  r(»j>ly 
lothe  S2ime  qnesti(m  Ca])tain  Butcher  said  that  it  mi^ht  mean  Confed- 
erate Steam  Company,  or  Charles  8pence  &  <  'omimny,  or  anything  elst*. 
He  laujj^hed  when  he  said  this,  in  the  same  maniu'r  tlu»  other  gentleman 
]iad  done.  On  the  same  day  I  went  to  a  i)h(»toj::rcipher's  named  (iutten- 
bor^h,  and  there  saw  a  picture  of  Caj)tain  Butcher  taken  in  the  dress  of 
a  naval  officer.  I  had  seen  a  caj),  su<-h  as  the  picture  reiu-esented,  hang- 
ing: up  in  his  lodgin^^s.  The  buckle  and  buttons  of  the  uniform  bear  the 
emblem  of  the  s<mthern  confederacy — the  pahnetto.  There  are  also  let- 
ters on  the  buckle,  which,  however,  are  not  easily  legible.  1  had  heard 
that  Captain  Butcher  was  distributinjjf  these  carte-de-rii<iteii  amonjj:  his 
friends,  and  I  purchased  one.  1  can  declare  it  to  be  acorn^ct  likeness  of 
Captain  Butcher,  and  1  am  told  that  the  uniform  is  that  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  navy.  And  1  make  this  solenni  declaration,  conscientiously 
believing  the  same  to  be  tnie,  &c.,  &c. 

J.  BAXTER   LANGLEY. 

Suhscril)ed  and  declared  at  Sto<?kton,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  this 
W  day  of  June,  18(K3,  before  me,  Joseph  Dodds,  a  commissioner  to 
idmiuister  ouths  iu  chancery,  in  England. 


Deposition  of  Win.  M.  BlaJiittton. 

I,  William  Milburn  Blakiston,  of  Middleboro',  en<j:ineer,  do  hereby 
solemnly  declare  and  afhrm  as  follows : 

I  That  Ls  to  say,  that  I  hav<»  passed  fre(iU(Mitly  uj)  and  down  the  river 
I'ees,  in  pas.Henger  boats  running  between  Stockton  and  ^liddleboro', 
8nd  observed  the  buihling;  and  littin^  out  of  a  vessel  of  lar^(»  size  at 
Messrs.  Ivockwood  &  Pearse's  yanl,  in  Sto(!kton-on-Tees,  and  a  nunor 
beings  quitx*  common  that  the  said  ship  was  beinji:  built  for  the  southern 
Confwleracy,  I  was  led  to  observe  more  clos(»ly  the  building  and  fitting 
out  of  the  ve.ssel  from  time  to  time.  On  the  2r)th  of  May  1  observed  that 
there  had  been  cut  on  each  side  of  the  bulwark,  amidships — that  is, 
betwei*n  the  fore-jioop  and  the  afl('r-i)ooi) — tive  square  hol(»s  alxmt 
^ghteen  inches  square,  in  each  of  which  had  been  titted  a  hinged  flap 
of  iron,  so  that,  when  close<l,  at  a  distance  of  one  hundred  yards  nothing 
particular  coidd  be  observed.  On  the  same  day  1  i)assed  the  vess(»l,  in 
one  of  the  river  steamers,  one  of  the  sai<l  iron  tiaps  was  up,  and,  ijoint- 
big  its  nose  out  of  the  hole  was  a  gun  mounted  on  a  carriage.  To  all 
•ppearanee  this  gun  was  about  a  four-inch  bore.  I  had  be(»n  previously 
told  by  SI  ]>erson,  whom  1  believe  to  be  credible  and  well  inf(U*med,  ''that 
twelve  (12)  giuis  had  come  for  her.-' 

On  the  18th  of  May,  when  I  was  at  Stockton,  I  observed  that  there 

^W painted  on  herst4*rn,  in  white  letters,  "The  Southerner,  Liverixxd ;" 

^bat  on  the  25th  of  the  Siiid  month  that  had  been  su[)planted  by  an  ehib- 

Pw»te  piece  of  can'ed  work,  on  which  was  cut  the  ujime,  "The  South- 

wiWT,  Uverpool."    Above  and  in  the  center  of  the  iuscrii)tion  there  was 

"Palin  Tree^  in  green  and  gilt. 


252  ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY. 

On  the  30th  of  May  I  went  on  board  the  same  vessel  in  compa 
Mr.  J.  B.  Larigley,  of  London.  I  was  present  during  a  conv< 
between  that  jjentleinan  and  Mr.  Younger,  the  manager  for  Lo 
&  Pearse.*  I  lieard  Mr.  Younger  say  tlnit  'Hhere  were  the  arm? 
Confederate  Stat-es"  on  the  eabin  window,  and  that  there  were  \ 
Savannah  on  the  other.  Mr.  Younger  said  that  "Captain  Bi 
(who  is  reported  to  be  the  agent  for  the  Confederate  StaU\s  of  Ai 
"was  to  take  charge  of  lier,"  meaning  the  vessel,  "as  comninndei 
first  instance."  I  sjiw  her  engines,  being  direct-condensing  e 
with  two  multi-tubular  boilers.  Mr.  Younger  t^ld  me  that  th( 
three  hundred  horse-power,  upon  wliich  I  remarked,  that  seenif 
small  power  for  a  vessel  of  her  size.  In  reply  he  observed  that  j 
intended  to  navigate  shallow  Avaters,  and  that  power  did  no 
increase  speed.  I  had  been  previously  informed  that  a  large  q 
of  charcoal  had  been  consigned  to  a  hosier  in  the  town  of  St 
the  charcoal,  however,  being  really  intended  for  the  use  of  this 
and  should  such  be  the  fact,  I  know  that  it  could  be  used  with  t 
ers  I  saw  for  the  purpose  of  rapidly  raising  steam  without  any 
I  observed  two  or  more  steam  cranes  on  the  upper  deck.  In  the 
aft  I  saw  the  wash-stand  basins  marked  with  the  palm  tree  and 
ters  C.  S.  C,  which  I  understood  to  mean  confederate  screw  en 
saw  on  the  windows  of  the  cabin  transparencies  representing 
believe  to  bo  arms  of  the  SfcJite  of  South  Carolina,  the  Britisl 
and  a  view  of  Savannah ;  also  a  i)icture  of  a  turret  with  two  flji 
being  the  confederate  banner,  and  the  other  the  British  ensign, 
two  guns  on  board  mounted  on  carriages.  I  had  also  a  convc 
with  one  of  the  workmen  on  board  the  sliip,  who  told  me  that  s 
two  hundred  tons  of  pig  iron  on  board  as  ballast.  I  asked  hi 
thought  that  the  two  guns  I  had  seen  were  sufficient  for  a  shiii 
size ;  and  his  reply  was  that  "  everything  was  kept  very  quiet ; 
doubt  she  would  take  more  giuis  on  board  when  she  got  out  to 
the  other  one  had  done."  I  understood  him  to  mean  the  Alabi 
"the  other  one."  As  Captain  lUitcher  had  been  named  as  tl 
mander  of  that  vessel,  I  asked  him  if  Captain  Butcher  spent  i 
his  time  on  board  the  Southerner,  and  he  re])lied  that  for  the  last 
he  had  spent  the  greater  i)art  of  his  time  on  the  vesvsel.  He  sa 
tain  Butcher  had  engaged  his  crew,  and  that  some  of  those  w 
served  under  him  before  were  engaged  to  go  with  him  agsiin.  I 
that  the  ship  is  intended  to  go  away  from  Stockton  on  Tuesday  < 
to  Hartlepool,  for  the  i)urposes  of  having  her  compa^sses  adjusted, « 

WILLIAM  MILBURN  BLAKIS 

Subscribed  and  declared,  &c.,  June  2,  1803,  before  me. 

J.  DODDS,  Commissione 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  June  4, 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  yesterday  respecting  the  Southerner  waa 
tunately  not  delivered  at  the  Foreign  Office  till  8.50  p.  m.,  some  tin 
the  business  of  the  dav  was  ended  and  the  office  closed. 

I  have,  at  the  earliest  possible  hour  this  morning,  comninnicat 
the  treasury  and  home  department,  and  I  have  requested  .thai 
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ly  at  once  be  sent  by  telegraph  to  the  i)roi)er  uutlioritiea  to  pay  inime- 
ftte  attention  to  the  (!ireimistaiu*es  set  loilh  in  your  letter. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

lirSSELL. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  rfo.,  c£r.,  dc 


t 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr,  Seicard, 

fExtract.] 

Sik  89.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  June  10,  1803. 

Sir:  •  •  •  •  •        • 

Mr. ,  who  was  sent  to   Stockton  to  look   after  the   steamer 

Boothemer,  has  returned.  He  was  on  the  vessel  a  nninber  of  times; 
Uked  with  Captain  Butcher,  who  is  in  command,  and  with  the  other 
oficers.  He  accompanied  heron  the  trial  trip  from  Stockton  to  Hartle- 
pool^ his  opportunity  for  seeing,  hearing,  and  obtaining  information 
abont  the  character  and  destination  of  the  vessel  was  good.  He  is 
Itrengthened  in  his  convictions  that  she  is  intended  as  a  privateer.  He 
tnds  that  the  state-rooms,  and  all  the  appliances  for  canying  passen- 
gers, are  very  slightly  put  uj),  and  can  be  removed  at  any  moment.  She 
lis  two  small  guns  mounted  on  her  decks,  such  as  are  usually  fouiul  in 
iissenger  vessels  of  her  size.  He  was  not  so  fortunate  as  to  obtain  any 
fcect  e\idence  as  to  her  being  a  piivateer.    He  made  an  affidavit  of  aU 

he  saw  and  learned,   and  i)rocured  another  from  ,  his  assist- 

lat  I  directed  him  to  send  them  to  Mr.  Adams.  This  was  done,  and 
ke,  Mr.  Adams,  caused  copies  to  be  laid  before  Lord  Hussell.  She  is 
low  on  her  way  to  Liveii)ool,  so  they  say.  I  am  expecting  her  to  arrive 
every  moment. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WilllIlM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

^0, 432.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Ijondon^  June  18,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  from  Lord  Kussell 

^  me,  of  the  12th  instant,  in  reply  to  my  representation  of  the  case  of 

tte  steamer  Southerner,  as  rei)Oi'ted  in  my  number  425,  of  the  5th  of 

June.    I  had  not  been  led  to  expect  any  otlier  answer,  especially  after  I 

learned  that  the  deiwsition  of  the  i)rincipal  witness,  Mr.  Langley,  .was 

]Nit  at  once  into  the  hands  of  the  parties  complained  of.    This  is  not  the 

fat  time  that  the  action  of  the  subordinate  officers  employed  by  the 

forernment  has  had  the  effect  of  preventing  rather  than  promoting  the 

devdc^ment  of  testimony  likely  to  inculpate  the  offenders.    Thus  it 

bppeiui  Uiftt  the  Phantom  has  actually  sailed,  and  the  Southerner  will 
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soon  sail,  probably  to  turn  up,  in  some  8ha}>e  or  other,  as  active  partiei 
pants  in  the  ho8tiliti(*s  caiTied  on  by  the  rebels  on  fhe  oe^an  a^iiist  tk 
people  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  senant, 

^  CHARLES  FliA^XlS  ADA3f& 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  June  12, 1^03. 

Sir  :  At  the  same  time  that  I  cominunieated  to  the  lords  of  tlie  ti-eiwary 
and  to  the  secretary  of  state  for  the  home  department,  as  I  infurmfd 
you  in  my  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  the  statements  respectinjjf  the  South- 
erner, eoutained  in  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  I  submitted  those  state- 
ments also  to  the  consideration  of  the  law  advisers  of  the  Crown;  audi 
have  since  learned  from  them  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  evidence  sup- 
plied by  those  statements  would  not  support  a  charge  against  the  ve«sel 
that  she  is  so  eipiipped,  (u*  fitted  out,  or  destined,  as  to  constitatea 
breach  of  the  provisions  of  tlie  foreign  eidistment  Jict,  and  that  it,  cofr 
sequently,  did  not  afford  sufficient  warrant  for  arresting  the  vessel. 

The  greater  iK)rtion  of  the  two  depositions  inclosed  in  your  letter  cot? 
sists  of  hearsay  matter,  or  statements  of  mere  belief,  which,  according 
to  American  equally  with  British  law,  are  inadmissible  in  a  court  of  jus- 
tice, and  upon  which  her  Majesty's  government  could  not  legaUy  p» 
ceed. 

Attention  will,  nevertheless,  continue  to  bo  paid  to  the  vessel,  with  i 
view  of  guarding,  as  far  as  possible,  against  her  being  equipped  in  tlui 
country  in  a  manner  inconsistent  w^ith  the  provisions  of  the  foreiguet 
listment  act. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  considenition,  sir,  your  molt 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ifcc,  cfcc,  cfec. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

fExtract.l 

No.  449.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londan,  July  10, 1803. 

Sir  :  In  connection  with  your  dispatch*  of  the  17th  of  June,  (No.  628,) 
relating  to  armed  vessels  fitted  out  from  here,  I  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit the  copy  of  a  letter  received  fiom  Commodore  Thatcher,  of  the  Con- 
stellation, reporting  certain  anticipated  nu)vements  of  the  steamer  Soutli- 
erner,  now  preparing  to  depart  from  Liverpool.  Copies  of  the  corifr 
81>on(ieuce  between  Lord  Kussell  and  myself  respecting  that  vesaely  ^ 
cepting  the  final  reply  of  his  lordship,  received  on  the  3d  of  July,  ••■ 

*  Dispatch  No.  629  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams  is  printed  undiW  " 
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aed  herewith,  have  been  already  laid  before  you.  There  never  has 
any  idea  in  my  mind  that  she  couhl  be,  technically  speaking,  de- 
inated  a  war  vessel.  But  there  is  no  reason  why  she  couhl  not  be 
ell  emidoyed  in  depredating  on  the  unarmed  mercantile  navy  a>sthe 
m,  the  Lapwing,  the  Tacony,  or  any  other  of  the  ships  that  couUl 
nt  a  few  guns  to  be  so  used.  1  must  be  permitted  to  express  the 
^f  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  security  of  our  commerce  in 
o\ye  dei)ends  on  the  presc^nce  of  some  war  steamers  of  a  higher  class 
I  have  ever  yet  appeared  since  the  war  began. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FK.\JSC1S  ADAMS. 
on.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington. 


Commodore  Thatcher  to  Mr,  Adams. 

United  States  Ship  Constellation, 

LeghorUj  June  20,  1863. 

B:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  learned  from  many 
ate  sources  entitled  to  credit  that  a  veiy  fast  steamer,  said  to  be  called 
Southerner,  has  been  built  in  Enghmd,  destined  for  a  confederate 
ateer,  to  cruise  against  our  extensive  commerce  in  the  Mediterranean; 
from  the  fact  that  a  rebel  comman<ler,  Thomas  Jefferson  Page,  late 
le  United  States  navy,  has  recently  arrived  at  Florence,  Avith  the 
ition,  it  is  believed,  of  commanding  this  vessel,  I  have  reason  to 
k  this  information  correct. 

lift  vessel,  it  is  said,  will  arrive  in  a  Mediterranean  i>ort  with  regidar 
5rs  and  a  cargo,  but  litted  for  a  cruiser  in  all  resi)ect8,  except  her 
ry  armament,  w^hich  can  easily  be  placed  on  board  of  her  by  a  simi- 
>roeess  to  that  of  the  arming  of  the  Alabama.  As  this  sloop-of-war 
le  only  United  States  vessel  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  is  but  a  sail- 
vessel,  she  could  not,  of  course,  successfully  pursue  a  fast  steamer, 
jcially  at  this  season  of  prevailing  calms.  May  I  not,  therefore,  take 
liberty  of  requesting  you  to  urge  upon  our  Navy  Depaitment  the 
essity  of  sending,  at  the  earlist  possible  moment,  at  leaf^t  one  fast  and 
l-armed  steamer  here  before  this  intended  work  of  destruction  shall 
e  l)een  inaugurated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vervresi)ectfullv,  yom*  obedient  servant, 

HENKY  K.  THATCHER, 

Commodore  United  /States  Navy, 
^on.  Charles  Francis  ^Vdams, 

United  /States  Minister  to  the  Court  of  St,  James^  London. 


Earl  Eussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  July  3, 1803. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  on  the  12th  of  June  to  communicate  to  you  the 
«nitof  the  inquiries  which  had  up  to  that  time  been  instituted  by  her 
^^Sesty's  government  with  reference  to  the  statements  respecting  the 
^l  Soathemer,  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  3d  of  that  month, 
fbowever,  added  that  attention  should,  neverthek\ss,  continue  to  be  paid 
ottat  veMd,  with  the  view  of  guarding,  as  far  as  possible,  agaixvst  Vi^t 
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being  equipped  in  tliis  country,  in  a  manner  inconsistent  with  the  pre- 
visions of  the  foreign  enlistment  act.  • 

I  have  now  to  infonn  you,  in  fiilfiUment  of  that  assurance,  that  bei 
Majesty's  govern meiit  considered  it  desirable  to  request  the  l)o;inlot 
iuhniralty  to  associate  with  the  custom-hcmse  surveyor  at  Liver]M)ulaa 
officer  well  acquainted  with  the  build  and  equipment  of  vessels  of  war, 
with  instriKjtions  to  survey  the  Southerner,  and  to  report  the  it«uh 
to  her  Majesty's  government. 

That  officer's  report  has  now  lK»en  received,  and  I  have  the  honor  to 
acquaint  you  that  it  api)ears  from  it  that  the  Southerner  is  an  onlinaiy 
built  iron  screw  steam  i)assenger  and  cargo  vessel  of  one  thousand  ftfB 
hundred  and  sixty-nine  tons,  titted  with  engines  of  three  hundre<lhon^ 
power ;  that  she  is  also  fitted  with  top-gallant,  forecastle,  and  iM)oiHleck, 
with  deck-house  continuous  fore  and  aft  with  the  same,  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  Inman  line  of  screw-boats  sailing  between  LiveqMMl 
and  New  York;  that  she  is  fitted  up  aft,  under  the  poop-dtK'k,  witk 
cabin  accommodation  for  about  sixty-six  saloon  passengers;  the  fore- 
castle for  the  crew,  and  deck-houses  for  the  ship's  officers;  that  her 
hohls  are  appropi-iated  for  the  recei)tion  of  cargo,  and  that  she  is  fitted 
with  steam  Avinches  for  working  the  s«ame. 

The  acbnindty  surveyor  further  reports  that  he  finds,  upon  examine 
tion,  that  her  toj)  sides  are  of  ii'on  phd(*s  three-eighths  of  an  inch  thick, 
and  are  in  no  way  fitted  or  secured  for  the  working  of  guns,  and  that  she 
has  two  gangAvays  fitted,  one  on  each  side  amidships,  for  tlie  purpose  of 
working  her  cargo. 

The  siu^veyor,  in  conclusion,  says  that  upon  fully  examining  tks 
Southerner,  he  cannot  find  anything  with  regard  to  construction  or 
fittings  that  would  leave  him  to  sui)pose  that  she  was  intended  for  W- 
ligerent  jnu^mses. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  mot. 
obedient,  humble  servsint, 

RUSSELL 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  lOe.,  d;c.,  d-c. 


Mr.  J>udley  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[Extract.] 

No.  127.]  U^^ITED  States  Consulate, 

Liverjyooly  Augmt  7, 1861 

Sir:    •••*••••• 

The  streamer  Southerner,  belonging  to  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  built  at 

Stockton,  so  oft^n  referred  to  in  this  correspondence,  was  entered  to  loii 

on  the  5th  instant,  at  Liverpool,  by  G.  K.  Disier  &  Co.,  consignees,  it 

Alexandria,  \'ia  Cardiff.    M.  J.  Butcher,  the  same  person  who  took  ort  i 

the  Alabama,  is  to  command  her.    She  is  to  ship  her  crew  to-day,  vA  -= 

will  no  doubt  sail  to-morrow\    I  have  not  learned  her  destuiation,  or  tta  ; 

character  in  which  she  will  go  out;  everything  is  kept  secret  about te  ; 

If  able  to  leani  anything  will  communicate  it  to  Mr.  Adams.     •    •   •  . 

I  am,  sir,  verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant., 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLBI. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

K.  B. — Auffust  8,  1863. — ^The  Southerner  cleared  late  last  e^wt^ 
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Bkhas  her  crew  on  board;  lies  in  the  stream,  ready  to  sail.    Will  go 
1st  to-day.    I  have  written  to  our  consul  at  Cardiff,  and  Mr.  Adams, 


\iont  her. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seicard. 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 
:a  357.]  PariH,  October  (i,  1SG3. 

Snt:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication 
I8t  received  from  the  United  States  consul  at  Algiers,  in  referen(»e  to 
16  rebel  steamer  Southerner.    From  this  it  would  appear  that  she  is 
Bgaged  in  the  transportation  of  cotton  to  P^ugland. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
'Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Kingsbury  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

fa  2.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Algiers,  October  2,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  while  absi^nt  from  my  post 
y  special  i)ermis8ion,  I  received  infonnation  that  the  suspected  pirate 
teamship  Southerner  was  at  Malta,  en  route  from  Alexandria  to  Algiers. 
lecordingly  I  made  all  possible  haste  to  return,  hojuiig,  if  my  infonna- 
ion  was  correct,  and  our  apprehensions  should  be  sustained  by  the  actual 
karacter  of  this  vessel,  that  I  might  be  able  to  render  some  senice  to 
IT  country.  But  since  my  anival  I  have  ascertained  that  the  South- 
ner  c^me  into  this  port  on  or  alxmt  the  2()th  idtimo,  and  lauded  several 
tmdred  Turkish  pilgrims,  and  proceeded  henw?,  to  Tangier  to  laiul  the 
imainder  of  this  class  of  her  passengers. 

She  had  a  full  cargo  of  cotton,  even  her  cabin  being  filled,  and  was 
rocee<ling  to  Liverpool,  having  been  dispatclunl  on  this  voyage  by  the 
ell  known  firm  of  Wilson  &  Co.  The  shij)  has  an  English  register,  a 
ranscript  of  which  I  have  seen,  is  about  one  thousand  five  hundred  tons, 
nd  has  a  crew  of  fifty-two  mi»n.  While  in  this  port  she  hoisted  none 
mt  the  English  flag.  This  infonnation  has  been  given  to  m(»  by  a  i)er- 
ectly  comi>etent  and  reliable  gentleman  of  my  ac(iuaintance  at  this 
»laee. 

1  am  also  informed  that  the  British  and  United  States  flags  are  painted 
ipon  the  partitions  of  the  companion-way  or  entrance  to  her  cabin,  the 
ihip  having  l>een  built,  it  is  said,  to  run  between  Liverpool  ami  Charles- 
ten.  Cai)tain  Butcher,  who  commanded  the  Alabama  on  her  trial  trip, 
Mimands  the  Southerner,  and  has  been  for  several  years  employed  by 
Messrs.  Wilson  &  Co. 

I  think  this  information,  which  I  have  not  the  slightest  reason  to  doubt,^ 
'wiD  quiet  our  apprehensions  concerning  this  vessel,  at  least  until  she 
lu»  discharged  her  cargo  of  cotton. 

With  sentiments  of  very  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  L.  KINGSBURY, 

United  States  Consul. 
Hon.  William  L.  Dayton, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and 

Minister  Plenipotentiary^  cfec,  tfcc,  Paris. 
17  ▲  o— VOL,  n 
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CASE  OF  THE  ALEXANDRA. 

J/r.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  46.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  March  11, 18d3. 

Sir  :  William  C.  Miller  &  Son  launched  on  Saturday  last  the  gunboit 
they  are  building  for  the  confederates.  She  was  towed  into  the  Coboif 
dock  to  receive  her  engines,  made  by  Fawc^tt,  Preston  &  Co.,  which  an 
completed  and  ready  to  be  i)ut  on  board.  Faw^cett,  Preston  &  Co.  mail 
the  contract  for  building  this  boat  with  Miller  &  Son,  the  same  as  tkflf 
did  that  for  building  the  Oreto,  now  ciilled  the  Florida.  This  vesMlfe 
smaller  than  the  Oreto,  and  from  appearances  will  carry  but  two  giiB% 
one  forward  and  one  aft,  both  large  i)ivot,  and  so  arranged  as  to  fireovs 
the  bulwark.  Captain  Tessier,  the  same  who  commanded  the  Babaiiai 
with  a  number  of  men  from  Praser,  Tienholm  &  Co.,  w^ere  at  thelaanek 
ing.  Captain  Tessier  took  an  active  i)art,  and,  it  is  said,  is  to  take  ttl 
vessel  out  when  completed.  I  have  retained  Mr.  Squarey,  of  the  fin 
of  Duncan,  Squarey  &  Blackmore,  of  this  town,  and  shall  go  up  to  Lofr 
don  to-morrow  to  retain  and  consult  Mr.  Collier,  the  barrister  we  had  ii 
the  case  of  the  Alabama.  I  shall  do  all  I  can  to  stop  this  vessel,  but 
^nter  upon  the  business  with  doubts  and  misgivings.  My  attorney  hoB 
^ves  me  no  cncoiu*agement,  and  thinks  we  shall  fail  if  the  governmeitf 
adhere  to  the  ride  they  laid  down  in  the  other  cases,  of  requiring  us  ts 
make  out  a  case  before  they  ntoved  to  arrest  her.  Ii  there  was  any  waj 
to  get  the  case  up  before  their  courts,  or  to  com^iel  the  parties  baildiof: 
her  to  testify,  there  would  be  no  difficulty;  but  the  government  gives oii 
no  aid,  and  leaves  us  to  make  out  the  case  in  the  best  way  we  can,  VBi\ 
having  no  process  to  compel  i)ersons  to  testify,  we  cannot  obtain  (M 
particle  of  evidence,  except  such  as  is  voluntarily  given,  and  the  gW" 
ennnent  here  requires  us  to  i)roduce  legal  evidence  before  they  willmai* 
They  will  no  doubt  take  out  a  register,  and  clear  her  for  some  port,  arf 
send  her  out  as  they  did  the  Oreto,  and  plac<5  her  guns  and  ammmml* 
tion  on  some  other  vessel,  and  send  them  after  her.  I  will  report  ^, 
result  of  my  conference  with  Mr.  Collier  in  my  next 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY.    \ 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward.  \ 

[Extract.] 

No.  50.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  March  20, 18fi. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  dispatches  No.  46  and  48,  and  to  the  subject  of  ttj : 
gunboat  Alexandra,  recently  launched  from  the  yard  of  William  ft] 
Sillier  &  Son,  intended  for  the  so-called  confederate  goTemment  I  ki*? 
now  to  inform  you  that  •••♦•!  went  •  •  •  to  Lund*! 
I  found  Mr.  Adams  very  much  discouraged  about  the  attitude  of  Ifci; 
English  government  in  reference  to  the  building  and  fitting  out  ofJM<> 
vessels,  and  doubting  somewhat  the  policy  of  making  fturther  eAf(i» 
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He,  however,  assented  to  my  obtaining  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Lush,  who  is 
admitted  to  be  one  df  the  most  eminent  lawyers  in  the  kingdom.  In  this 
country  you  cannot  approach  a  barrister  excei)t  through  an  attorney. 
1  employed  for  this  purj)ose  a  Mr.  Crowdy.  1  inclose  you, marked  Xo.  1, 
ft  copy  of  Mr.  Lush's  opinion.  I  have  detennined  to  get  up  a  case,  if 
possible,  against  this  vessel,  and  shall  employ  the  necessary  persons  to 
io  it.  It  will  cost  a  very  considerable  sum  of  money,  no  doubt,  but  I 
ttnk  it  best  to  make  the  effort.  I  have  no  idea  that  we  shall  succeed 
il  stopping  her ;  do  not  think  the  government  are  disposed  to  aid  us  in 
tte  least,  or  that  they  will  interfere  even  if  we  should  obtain  the  evi- 
dence, feut  it  seems  to  me  we  should  leave  nothing  undone  on  our  part ; 
Wmt  we  should  do  our  duty  whether  they  do  or  not.  If  we  should  suc- 
'ieed  in  obtaining  evidence,  and  then  they  refuse  to  interfere,  it  will 
^pboe  them  in  the  wrong. 

The  great  hardshix>  and  injustice  of  the  matter  is,  that  this  govfem- 

'Smt  refuses  to  move  until  legal  evidence  is  furnished,  and  requires  the 

tJnited  States  government  to  procure  the  evidence,  and  provides  no  pro- 

^^tts  or  means  by  which  we  can  obtain  it.    I  will  do  the  l>est  I  can,  and 

lope  the  department  will  approve  my  course. 

•  •  •  #**#  •  •• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
:,   Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 
i  Secretary  of  State, 

I 

CABE   STATED  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES  CONSUL  AT  LIVERPOOL. 

On  Saturday,  the  7th  of  March,  18G3,  William  G.  Miller  &  Son  launched 

from  their  shipyard  at  Liver[)ool  a  steam  gunboat,  built  for  the  so-called 

taifederate  government  in  the  United  States,  and  called  the  Alexandra. 

Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  of  Liveq>ool,  have  made  the  engines  and 

•nnament  for  this  vessel.    They  also  made  the  contractt  with  the  Millers 

fcir  boilding  the  hull.    The  engine  and  armament  are  ready  to  be  placed 

on  board.    The  probabilities  are  that  the  vessel,  after  she  is  finished, 

will  clear  for  some  foreign  port,  and  the  armament  be  sent  out  in  some 

other  vessel,  and  placed  on  her  there,  in  the  same  manner  as  was  done 

in  the  case  of  the  steamer  Oreto,  now  called  the  Florida. 

The  money  for  building  this  vessel  was  j)aid  by  the  house  of  Eraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  the  well-known  agents  of  the  insurgents. 
She  is  lieing  built  under  the  superintendence -of  Captain  BiUlock,  an 
officer  of  the  so-called  confederate  navy,  who  suj)erintended  the  Oreto, 
iKm-  called  the  Florida,  built  by  the  same  parties,  and  the  steamer  Ala- 
bama, by,the  Lairds  at  Birkenhead,  and  who  has  been  sent  over  here 
fcr  the  express  i)uri>08e  of  superintending  the  constnujtion  of  war  ves- 
•d*  for  the  insurgent  government. 

The  United  States  consul  at  Liveri)ool  is  anxious,  in  behalf  of  the 
Ignited  States,  to  prevent  the  vessel  from  sailing. 

From  the  rule  laid  down  by  the  liritish  government  in  the  cases  of 
Ae  Oreto  and  Alabama,  and  recent  remarks  made  in  Parliament  about 
4lher  vessels  building,  it  is  inferred  that  the  government  will  not  aiTCst 
tts  vessel  without  legal  evidence  being  first  produced,  and  that  they 
tin  leqniie  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  procure  and  furnish 
OkevideMe. 
Ihere  it  no  doubt  about  the  character  of  this  vessel,  the  purposes  or 
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parties  for  whom  she  is  being  built,  or  the  main  facts  as  above  stelb 
The  difficulty  is  to  obtain  the  legal  evidence.  To  dd  this  it  will  be  mk 
sary  to  examine  the  parties  engaged  in  building  and  fitting  her  < 
How  can  this  be  done! 

The  questions  submitted  to  counsel  are,  what  can  be  done  under 
circumstances  to  stop  this  vessel !  What  can  the  government  of 
United  States,  or  the  United  States  consul,  do  to  stop  her!  Ist 
any  process  or  i)roceeding  provided  in  English  law  by  or  under  whicl 
evidence  of  these  parties  who  are  engaged  in  building  and  fitting  hei 
can  be  obtained  !  And  generally  to  advise  the  United  States  go^ 
ment  herein. 

1  am  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  process  or  proceeding  by  whicl 
parties  alleged  to  be  engaged  in  building  and  fitting  out  the  vess 
question  can  be  compelled  to  give  evidence.  I  also  think  that  the  ( 
of  chancery  cannot  interfere  by  injunction  to  restrain  the  parties 
sending  the  vessel  to  sea  on  the  ground  that  by  so  doing  they  wonl 
violating  the  provisions  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

The  charge,  being  one  of  a  criminal  nature,  must  be  sustained  bj 
dence  making  2i prima  facie  case  against  the  parties  accused,  before 
proceedings  can  be  taken  against  them,  or  in  order  to  justify  the  sei 
of  the  vessel.  It  is  impossible  to  say  beforehand  what  amount 
quality  of  testimony  will  be  sufficient.  All  that  I  can  advise  the  Ui 
States  authorities  to  do  is  to  collect  the  statements  of  persons ' 
8i)eaking  from  their  own  knowledge,  can  prove  that  the  Alexand 
being  built  for  warlike  purposes  under  the  direction  and  siix>erint 
ence  of  Cai)tain  Bullock  ;  that  he  is  an  officer  of  the  so-called  confede 
nav}',  and  that  he  superintended  the  construction  of  the  Alabama 
the  Florida;  and  to  lay  these  statements,  with  any  other  facts  which 
be  obtained,  before  the  government.  Should  the  statement  raise  a 
inference  against  Captain  Bullock,  it  might  assist  the  object  <rf 
United  Sta-tes  consul  to  summon  him  before  the  magistrates  with  a  viei 
his  committal  for  trial  under  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  59  Gee 
f.  09. 

E.  W.  LU8I 

Temple,  March  16, 1863. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

^o.  362.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  3, 18fi 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  several  notes  which  hi 
passed  between  myself  and  Lord  Kussell  respecting  certain  vessels 
preparation  at  Liveipool  to  carry  on  hostilities  against  the  United  Sta 
The  evidence  already  collected  to  sustain  these  allegations,  and  t 
which  we  are  in  a  way  to  obtain,  will  be  of  a  kind,  I  trust,  to  ena 
the  goveniment  to  exert  its  power  in  some  form  of  repression.  I  b 
labored  to  impress  upon  his  lordship  the  value  of  some  demonstnt 
of  the  kind,  as  a  ])rotectioti  to  both  (^mntries  against  the  onhalloi 
intrigues  of  desperate  adventurers,  British  and  American.  I  really  th 
his  lordship  and  a  portion  of  the  cabinet  ministers  sincerely  so  dimM 
Others  are  inclined  an  opposite  way,  and  still  others  are  indiftR 
So  that  it  is  impossible  to  predict  what  may  be  done.    At  liTBipoB 
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feaiprobable  that  any  efforts  of  government  officers  to  give  aid  can  be 
hpeoded  upon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FR^^'CIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Ada7)is  to  Earl  RmselL 

[Extract.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  March  30, 1863. 
My  Lord  :•*•♦♦•♦ 
I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  lordship  a  coi>y  of  a  letter 
om  Mr.  Dudley,  together  with  a  number  of  depositions  taken  before 
ft  collector  of  Liverpool,  going  to  show  a  similar  equipment  of  another 
earner,  called  the  Alexandra,  in  the  same  port.  I  shall  remit  no  exer- 
Ni  to  place  in  the  hands  of  her  Majesty's  government  all  the  informa- 
m  that  can  be  obtained  touching  these  hostile-  designs,  being  (juite 
DildeDt  that  I  can  in  no  way  contribute  so  effectually  to  the  defeat  of 
e  machinations  of  evil-minded  persons,  who  hope,  through  a  dexterous 
e  of  such  hostile  armaments,  to  involve  the  people  of  the  two  countries 
hostilities  out  of  which  neither  can  expect  to  reai>  the  smallest  advan- 


R 


have  the  honor  likewise  to  submit  to  your  lordship's  consideration 
lother  note  from  Mr.  Dudley,  of  the  28th  instant,  tmnsmitting  coi>ies 
certain  papers  which  appear  to  prove  quite  conclusively  the  relations 
'  certain  persons  in  Liverpool,  whose  names  appear  therein,  to  the  in- 
argent  authorities  in  the  United  States.  It  thus  appears  that  the  same 
imviduals  who  were  concenied  in  the  outfit  and  departure  of  the  gun- 
oat  290,  are  those  now  mentioned  as  directing  the  outfit  of  the  ^ex- 
ndra. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  vour  most  obedient  senant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADA]MS. 

Bight  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  <fcc.,  cfcc,  dx. 

[For  inclosure^  9  to  14,  with  above  note,  see  "  Rebel  Cruisers,"  sub- 
iimoQ  "The  Alabama,''  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 
Sa.362,|HWt] 


1. 

Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adani8. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  March  28,  1803. 

BOR:  I  inclose  yon  copies  of  affidavits  made  before  the  collector  of  the 
ftttcf  Liverpool,  and  submitted  to  him  in  support  of  an  application  by 
Maude  to  lum  tliis  day,  to  retain  the  gunboat  recently  launched  from 
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the  yard  of  William  C.  Miller&  Sons,called  the  Alexandra,  vhichhasbM 
built  for  the  rebels,  and  is  now  being  fitted  out  here  iu  this  port^  to  cnai' 
and  make  war  against  the  government  and  i)eople  of  the  United  Statait 
The  copies  are  sent  to  you  forthepuri>o8e  of  being  laid  before  thesecretaiv 
of  foreign  affairs  of  her  Majesty's  government,  as  the  basis  of  an  appfr 
cation  for  them  to  arrest  this  vessel,  at  the  instance  of  my  legal  adviM%, 
Mr.  Squarey  and  C.  Miiward,  barrister,  whom  I  have  employed  in  con- 
nection with  R.  Lush,  esq.,  Q.  C.  I  inclose  also  a  copy  of  my  writtet 
application  to  the  collector. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  ^tinisier. 


2. 
Mr,  Dudley  to  the  collector. 

I,  the  undersigned,  Thomas  Haines  Dudley,  consul  of  the  Fni 
States  of  America  for  the  port  of  Liverpool  and  its  dependenciea, 
hereby  apply  to  you,, on  behalf  of  the  government  of  the  United  S 
of  America,  to  seize  and  detain  a  vessel,  now  lying  in  the  Toxteth  dock 
the  port  of  Liverpool,  called  the  Alexandra,  with  her  tackle,  ap; 
and  furniture,  with  all  the  materials,  arms,  ammunition,  and 
which  may  belong  to  or  be  on  board  of  the  said  vessel,  pursuant  to  tti| 
powers  given  to  jou  in  that  behalf  by  the  7th  section  of  the  act 
Parliament,  59  Geo.  3,  c.  69,  on  the  giound  that  such  vessel  is 
equipped,  fdrnished,  and  fitted  out,  in  order  that  such  vessel  shall 
emploj^ed  in  the  service  of  the  persons  assimiing  to  exercise  the  po 
of  government,  and  called  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and 
the  intent  to  cruise  and  commit  hostilities  against  the  government 
citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America,  with  which  government  tat 
Majesty  the  Queen  is  not  now  at  war. 

Dated  28th  March,  1863. 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Samuel  Price  Edwards, 

Collector  of  Customs^  Livef^ool. 


3. 

I,  Thomas  H.  Dudley,  of  No.  3  Wellesley  Terraee,  Prince's  Park.Llt«^ : 
pool,  in  the  county  of  Liincaster,  esquire,  do  solemnly,  sincerely,  ail  \ 
truly  affirm  and  declare  that  the  taking  of  any  oath  is,  according  to  if  ] 
religious  belief,  unlawful,  and  I  do  also  solemnly,  sincerely  and  ix^ 
affirm  and  declare  a«  follows:  I  am  the  consul  of  the  United  States ff 
America  for  the  port  of  Liverpool  and  its  dependencies;  I  say  that  fliB*  J 
is  now  and  for  some  time  past  has  been  a  war  carried  on  between  ft> 
government  and  people  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  oertili 
persons  who  have  rebelled  against  such  government,  and  pretended  to- 
set  up  and  assume  to  exercise  the  powers  of  government,  styling  tiifl^ 
selves  the  Confederate  States. 

I  further  say  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  infonnalioii,  tf* 
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ief,  no  leave  or  license  has  been  had  or  obtained  from  or  of  her 
jesty  the  Queen  under  her  sign  manual  or  any  order  in  counsel,  or  any 
clamation  of  her  said  Majesty  or  otherwise,  or  at  ail  authorizing:  any 
son  witliin  any  part  of  the  United  Kuigdom  to  equip,  furnish,  tit  out, 
rm  ships  or  vessels  with  intent  or  in  order  that  such  shij)  ^r  vessel 
11  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  said  so-ealled  Confederate  States 
raise  or  commit  hostilities  against  the  government  and  i)eople  of  the 
I  United  States  of  America,  and  that  her  Majesty  is  not  now  at  war 
1  the  said  United  States. 

si^y  there  have  been  built  in  this  port  for  the  goveniment  or  persons 
imiu^  the  government  of  the  said  so-called  Confederate  States  two 
>el3  of  war,  one  of  them,  namely,  the  Oreto,  now  called  the  Florida, 
»  built  by  Messrs.  William  C.  Miller  &  Sons  of  Liveri)<M)l,  and  another, 

Alabama,  by  Messrs.  Laird  &  Company,  and  they  had  been  einployed 
the  said  so-Ciilled  Confederate  States  against  the  government  and 
pie  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  the  war  that  is  now  going  on, 
L  armaments  and  war  crews  for  both  the  said  vessels  went  out  in  them 
yere  sent  out  from  England  to  meet  the  ships  abroad  and  were  then 
eed  on  board  them. 

)n  the  seventh  of  the  present  month  of  March  another  veswil,  built 
1  intenfded  for  a  steamship,  was  built  by  the  said  Messrs.  WiUiam  C. 
Her  &  Sons,  and  as  this  deponent  verily  bt^lieves,  built  and  intended 

a  i^inboat,  was  launched  by  them  from  their  shii)-building  yard  in 
reriKK>l,  and  was  named  the  Alexaniha,  and  which  vessel  is  now  in 
J  Toxteth  dock  ui  the  port  and  town  of  Liverpool,  in  the  United  King- 
m  of  Gn.»at  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Messrs.  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  engineers,  are  supplying 
e  engines  for,  and  are  now  erecting  and  fixing  the  same  on  board  the 
id  ship. 

I  say  I  am  informed  and  verily  believe  that  ]VIessrs.  Fras(»r,  Trt^nholm 
Co.,  who  act  as  the  agents  for  the  said  so-callcHl  confederate  govern- 
ent,  are  concerned  in  having  the  ship  built  and  fitted  out.  That  the 
ooeys  required  for  such  pur]>ose  have  been  and  are  supplied  by  the 
dd  Fiaser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  I  further  say,  a  Captain  BulhK'k,  who  is 
I  constant  communication  with  parties  in  Liverpool  who  are  known  to 
e  connected  T^ith  and  acting  for  the  parties  who  have  assumed  the  gov- 
nuneut  of  the  so-called  Confederate  Stiites,  and  avIio  took  out  the  ves- 
A  Oreto,  now  called  the  Florida,  who  superintended  the  building  and 
ttiug  of  the  steam  gunboat  No.  290,  now  caUed  the  Alabama,  who  went 
atU  her  on  part  of  her  voyage  out  from  this  ]>ort,  is  now  in  Liverpool, 
ind,  as  I  am  informed  and  l>elieve,  is  superintending  the  building  and 
itting  out  of  the  Alexandia. 

1  am  informed  and  verily  believe  that  a  Captain  Tessier,  who  has  been 
ong  in  the  service  of  the  said  Fraser,  Tienholm  &  Co.,  who  commanded 
he  Bahama  when  she  took  out  Captain  Semmes,  now  of  the  Alabama. 
«also  part  of  the  crew  and  armament  of  that  vessel,  to  meet  her  ana 
lansshij)  the  same  into  her  when  she  was  at  the  island  of  Terceira,  is  also 
i^erinteuding  the  fitting  out  of  this  ship. 

I  say  1  have  read  the  affidavits  of  John  l)e  Costa,  Oliver  Kemington 
Inmford,  Ned  Black,  Thomas  Hutson,and  Matthew  Maguire,  sworn  the 
nrenty-eighth  day  of  March  instant,  and  1  siiy  that  from  the  facts  therein 
foken  to,  and  from  th^  facts  and  circumstances  aforesaid,  1  verily  believe 
Bid  say  that  the  said  vessel  Ah^xandra  is  being  fitted  out  with  intent 
vA  in  order  that  the  said  vessel  shall  be  emj)loyed  in  the  service  of  the 
lud  persons  setting  up  to  exercise  the  i)owers  of  government,  and  called 
k  C(m£ENlerate  States  of  America,  and  with  the  intent  to  cruise  and 
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commit  hostilities  against  the  government  and  citizens  of  the  Umtal^ 
of  America. 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY.' 

Aflftrmed  before  me,  at  tlie  custom-house,  Liverpool,  the  2(yth  dayrfj 
March,  1863. 

S.  PRICE  EDWARDS,  CoUectof, 


t 


4. 
Deposition  of  John  Be  Cosin, 

I,  John  De  Costa,  of  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  shippn|§L 
agent  and  steam-tug  owner,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows: 

Messieurs  William  C.  Miller  &  Sons,  ship  builders,  of  Liverpool,  hw 
been  constnicting  a  tug-boat  for  a  steam-tug  company,  in  which  I  am 
partner  and  shareholder;  and  I  have  for  the  hi5t  two  or  three  mom 
been  in  the  habit  of  attending  at  the  yard  inspecting  our  boat.    Infll  i 
same  yard,  and  on  a  slij)  next  to  that  which  our  boat  occupied,  that; 
was  being  built  by  Messieurs  William  C.  Miller  &  Sons  a  ship,  wm 
launched,  and  called  the  Alexandra. 

I  say  that  1  was  informed  by  Mr.  William  C.  Miller,  the  senior  partnff: 
of  the  said  firm  of  William  C.  Miller  &  Sons,  that  the  said  ship  yrm 
intended  for  a  gunboat.  The  said  Mr.  Miller  also  conversed  with  meH; 
to  the  speed  of  the  steamship  Oreto,  now  called  the  Florida,  which  im 
built  by  them,  the  said  Messieurs  William  C.  Miller  &  Sons,  and  whiAj 
he  said  was  greater  than  that  of  the  Alabama,  but  that  he  expected  tkl 
vessel  now  called  the  Alexandi^a  would  be  faster  than  either. 

I  have  seen  a  Mr.  Welsman,  one  of  the  partners  in  the  firm  of  Fiaie^.; 
Trenholm  &  Co.,  Jit  Messieurs  William  C.  Miller  &  Sons'  yard.  M* 
sieurs  Fraser,  Tienholm  &  Co.  act  as,  and  are,  agents  for  the  confed^sll 
government,  and  Mr.  Welsman  was  inspecting  and  giving  orders  as  il 
the  Alexandra.    I  have  seen  him  on  several  occasions  doing  so. 

I  have  also  seen  at  the  said  yard,  when  the  said  ship  Alexandra  wH 
being  built,  Captain  Tessier,  who  is,  and  has  for  many  years  been,inthB 
employ  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  and  who  commanded  the  steamdif 
Bahama,  and  who  took  out  Captain  Semmes  and  certain  makers  « 
amiaments,  and  crew,  to  the  island  of  Terceira,  in  the  Atlantic,  to  meet 
the  steamer  Alabama,  after  the  Alabama  had  cleared  from  the  portrf 
Liverpool  and  had  gone  to  the  said  island  of  Terceira,  and  there  tnu*  ^ 
shipped  Captain  Semmes  and  such  arinament  and  crew  iiito  the  said  ^' 
ship  Alabama,  as  I  am  informed,  and  verily  believe. 

I  have  seen  and  heard  the  said  Captain  Tessier  at  the  said  yard  giv- 
ing orders  as  to  the  combings  of  the  hatch,  and  other  matters  in  con- 
nection with  the  building  of  the  said  gunboat.  ^ 

On  the  3d  of  Marcjh,  instant,  we  had  a  trial  trip  of  our  tug-boat;,  whki 
is  called  the  Emperor,  and  Captain  Teissier  and  Mr.  Miller,  the  junitf 
member  of  the  said  firm  of  William  C.  Miller  &  Sons,  were  on  board  h* 
on  this  occasion.    Captain  Tessier  then  told  me  that  he  had  had  tto 
command  of  the  Oreto,  and  took  her  to  Nassau,  in  New  Providenoa^k 
order  that  she  might  from  thence  run  the  blockade  institated  and  infiiiW  4 
by  the  government  of  the  United  States  on  the  port  and  harbor  of  HoUk;  Jj 
and  that  when  she  was  running  the  blockade  into  Mobile  from  l^''^'': 
the  blockading  fleet  of  the  United  States  fired  into  her.    That  one  ska 
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and  vent  clean  through  the  side  of  the  vessel,  touching  the 
t>oiler9  and  going  through  the  other  side  killing  one  man.  Mr. 
that  he  had  understood  from  Captain  Bullock  that  the  shot 
through  her.  Captain  Tessier  also  said  that  the  speed  of  the 
ould  not  suit  their  purposes.  I  said  to  him,  if  it  is  for  run- 
>lockade,  it  would  not  suit  for  such  a  purpose;  to  which  he 
t  there  had  been  plenty  running  the  blockade  that  had  gone 
but  then  the  fogs  had  given  them  the  opportunity ;  and  added, 
Oreto  had  gone  no  faster  he  would  have  been  caught  twice, 
tssier  and  ^&.  Miller,  junior,  said  that  the  Alexandra  was  for 
-n  confederacy,  and  everybody  knew  it,  and  that  they  did  not 
keep  it  from  any  one,  and  that  he.  Captain  Tessier,  was  going 
d  her. 

»urse  of  that  conversation  some  one  said,  but  whod^  do  not 
that  they  would  get  into  trouble  with  the  British  government, 
[r.  Miller,  junior,  replied  that  they  would  not,  as  they  should 
I  the  same  manner  as  they  did  the  Oreto. 
Captain  Tessier  stated  in  my  presence,  in  the  course  of  said 
m,  that  the  said  ship  was  being  fitted  up  as  a  gunboat,  and 
ed  for,  and  will  be  employed  as  such  in  the  service  of  the  said 
onlederate  States. 

ras  informed  by  Mr.  Spear,  of  the  firm  of  Fawcett,  Preston  & 
that  his  firm  were  building  the  engines.  They  are  the  same 
lo  supplied  the  Oreto  with  her  engines, 
it  from  what  I  saw  of  the  said  vessel,  Alexandra,  and  from 
I  told  by  the  said  Messieurs  Miller  and  other  parties  in  their 
aid  vessel  was  built  for,  and  that  she  is  uow  being  fitted  up 
at,  and  is  intended  for  and  will  be  employed  in  the  service  of 
k1  confederate  government  as  a  man-of-war,  and  for  the  pur- 
>turing  and  destroying  vessels  and  property  belonging  to  citi- 
said  United  States  and  the  citizens  of  the  said  States, 
it  from  the  fact  and  circumstances  aforesaid,  I  verily  believe 
at  the  said  vessel,  the  Alexandra,  is  being  equipped  and 
with  intent  and  in  order  that  such  vessel  shall  be  employed 
vice  of  the  persons  exercising  i)owers  of  government  in  the 
I  called  or  known  as  the  southern  confederacy  or  Confederate 
America,  with  intent  to  cruise  and  commit  hostilities  against 
ment  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  citizens  thereof. 

JOHN  De  COSTA. 

efore  me  at  the  custom-house,  Liverpool,  this  28th  day  of 

J.  PKICE  EDWAEDS,  Collector. 


5. 

Deposition  of  Oliver  B,  Mumford. 

Bemington  Mumford,  of  INTew  York,  in  the  United  States  of 

laster  mariner,  make  oath  and  say : 

leen  a  captain  of  merchant  vessels  ever  since  one  thousand 

red  and  thirty-five,  and  have  been  the  owner  of  ships  and 

intended  the  construction  of  vessels. 

xamined  the  vessel  called  the  Alexandra  now  lying  in  the 
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Toxteth  dock,  and  which  was  built  by  Messieurs  WillianC.Milkrk 
Sons,  and  from  her  appearance,  and  more  particularly  her  solid  eongtmO' 
tion,  I  am  of  opinion  that  she  is  built  for  and  is  intended  for  a  ganboik 
and  not  for  the  mercliant  srrvice,  and  I  say  that  she  is  altogether  u^ 
suitable  for  the  merchant  service.    Her  bulwarks  are  much  lower  ani 
stronger  than  those  which  are  ever  used  on  board  a  vessel  of  her  8i«^ 
if  intended  for  the  merchant  service.    Her  hatchways  are  too  smaUte 
the  merchant  service, being  not  more  than  two  feet  and  a  half  wideband 
a  little  longer,  and  would  not  be  of  any  available  use  in  a  vessel  intendei 
to  carry  merchandise,  being  too  small  to  allow  of  the  loading  or  unload* 
ing  of  cargo ;  and  I  say  that  hatchways  such  as  those  provided  in  Hm 
Alexandra  are  provided  for  gunboats  and  men-of-war,  and  vessels  ti 
employed,  or  for  yachts,  and  nowhere  else. 

She  is4|tted  with  pumps  of  a  description  and  character  which  I  hava 
never  seen  used  in  any  merchantman.  There  are  three  of  them— one* 
brass  one,  on  the  port  side,  in  connection  with  which  there  is  a  deck 
plate  with  connections  to  supply  more  than  one  stream  of  water  in  gsss 
of  fire  or  other  emergency,  and  two  iron  pumps — ^forward,  with  a  belaj- 
ing  pin  through  the  top  to  make  fast  when  required,  and  the  sitaatks 
of  the  pumps  are  different  to  what  they  are  on  merchant  vessels,  whm 
they  are  pla<ied  always  abaft  the  mainmast. 

Slie  is  fitted  with  a  brass  or  composition  screw  such  as  would  not  be 
used  on  board  a  merchant  vessel,  and  is  used  in  gunboats. 

From  her  whole  construction,  and  from  my  experience,  I  say  that  the 
said  ship  was  built  and  is  being  fitted  out  for  war  purposes. 

OLIVEE  KEMINrGTON  JVIUMFOED. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  custom-house,  Liverpool,  the  28th  day  of 
March,  1863. 

S.  PEICE  EDWARDS,  Collector. 


6. 

Deposition  of  Neil  Black. 

I,  I^iel  Black,  of  18  jSTeptune  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Laa- 
caster,  ship  carpenter,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows: 

1.  I  have  been  engaged  in  ship-buikling  for  the  last  thirty  years,  and 
have  been  engaged  on  vessels  intended  for  war  purposes. 

2.  On  the  twenty-first  day  of  March  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aod 
sixty-tliree,  I  saw  the  vessel  Alexandra  in  the  Toxteth  dock,  and  I  thea 
went  on  boai*d  her  and  examined  lier.  She  is  about  one  hundred  and 
forty  feet  in  length,  and  about  twenty -four  beam,  and  about  one  hunilwd 
and  twenty  tons. 

3.  I  foimd  her  extremely  strongly  built  of  oak  wood  verj^  thick.  Htf 
beams  are  about  thiileen  inches,  and  about  two  feet  and  a  hm  a[Mrt 
and  her  widest  hatch  being  only  two  and  a  half  leet  fore  and  aft,  and 
about  five  feet  across  the  vessel;  and  1  say  that  the  space  betveen 
the  beams  in  merchant  vessels  is  never  less  than  four  feet,  and  thebatck 
seven  feet  by  six  feet  fore  and  aft. 

The  said  ship  has  strong  iron  beams  of  double  angle  iron*  Her  bni' 
warks  are  very  strong  and  low — more  than  a  foot  lower  than  wooW^J 
found  on  any  vessel  for  the  merchant  service.  Her  upper  deck  is* 
pitched  pine,  which  I  have  never  seen  except  in  ships  of  war. 


{ 


THE  ALEXANDRA.  267 

I  whony  nnadapted  for  mercantile  or  pleasure  purposes.  I  say 
88  teietAj  and  the  whole  construction  of  the  vessel,  Alexandra, 
how  me,  as  a  practical  man,  that  she  is  built  for  a  war  vessel 
to  be  used  for  mercantile  purposes.  She  has  all  the  api)earance 
iboat,  and  from  my  exx)erieuce  in  the  building  of  shix)s  for  the 
}  of  war,  that  such  is  the  purpose  she  has  been  built  and  is  now 
ted  out  for. 

that  I  was  informed  by  a  man  who  is  in  the  employ  of  W.  C. 
Sons,  the  builders,  and  who  was  at  work  on  her,  painting  her, 
reply  to  a  question  of  mine,  whether  she  was  built  for  the 
government,  said  that  she  was  not,  but  was  for  the  confederate 
Lent.  While  I  was  talking  with  the  man,  Mr.  W.  C.  Miller  came 
ordered  me  off  the  vessel,  and  at  the  same  time  threatened 
'  to  discharge  the  shipkeeper  if  he  allowed  a  straugeifagain  to 
board  of  her. 

NIEL  BLACK. 

before  me  at  the  custom-house,  Liveri>ool,  the  28th  day  of 
863 

S.  TRICE  EDWAEDS,  Collector. 


7. 

Deposition  of  Thomas  Hutson. 

mas  Hutson,  of  number  6,  St.  George's  court.  Red  Cross  street, 
»1,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  boatman,  make  oath  and  say  as 

!  done  duty  as  a  seaman  on  both  American  and  British  men-of- 
have  seen  the  vessel  known  as  the  Alexandra,  and  which  was 
William  C.  Miller  &  Sons,  of  Li^-ferpool,  both  during  the  time 
in  their  yard  and  since  she  has  been  launched. 

in  my  opinion  intended  for  a  gunboat,  and  is  very  similar  to 
boats,  winch  I  have  seen  and  been  on  board  of.  She  is  too  solid 
id  her  bulwarks  too  low,  to  be  intended  for  a  merchant  vessel. 

she  was  being  built  I  was  told  by  a  carpenter  working  on  the 
lat  she  was  a  gunboat  for  the  Confederate  States. 

THOMAS  HUTSOK 

L  before  me  at  the  custom-house,  Liverpool,  the  28th  of  March, 

S.  PRICE  EDWARDS,  Collector. 


8. 

Deposition  of  Matthew  Maguire. 

tiiew  Maguire,  of  Dorairs  Lane,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lan- 
igent,  maKe  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

itoiday,  the  seventh  day  of  Mnrch  instant,  I  was  at  the  launch 
nel  which  took  place  at  Messieurs  William  C.  Miller  &  Sons' 
id  which  vessel  was  named  the  Alexandra  by  Mrs.  Miller.    She 
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is  about  one  liuudred  and  forty-five  feet  long,  and  about  onehaikdrei|?= 
and  twenty  tons.    There  were  present  Mr.  Priolaux,  a  member  of  tti 
firm  of  Eraser,  Trenhobn  &  Company;   Captain  Tessier,  who,  pi«> 
vious  to  her  being  lauuclied,  exauyned  her  carefully  from  thestage;  A 
Mr.  Hamilton,  the  clerk  to  the  firm  of  Fraser,  Trenhobn  &  Compw, 
who  is  almost  always  with  Captain  Bullock,  who  accompanied  Captam 
Butcher,  who  commanded  the  Alabama  when  she  left  this  port  for  put 
of  her  voyage,  and  then  returned  to  this  country  where  he  is  now ;  tut 
other  clerks  from  Messieurs  Fraser  &  Company ;  a  Mrs.  Duguid,  (tlMi.' 
wife  of  Captain  Duguid,  who  took  out  the  Oreto  in  the  first  instaoofij 
and  some  other  ladies. 

Since  the  vessel  was  first  laid  down  I  have  been  in  communicatioi 
with  the  men  working  on  her,  and  various  other  men  going  to  the  yaii 
of  Messi<lurs  Miller  &  Sous,  and  I  have  been  from  time  to  time  told  bj 
them,  as  also  by  the  gateman  at  the  yard,  and  one  of  Messieurs  Williaa 
C.  Miller  &  Sons'  apprentices,  who  was  working  on  her,  that  she  was  I 
gunboat,  and  was  being  bj^ilt  for  the  confederates,  or  southerners,  ai 
some  called  them. 

I  know  Captiiin  Duguid,  who  took  out  the  Oreto,  and  from  informatioi 
which  I  have  obtained,  I  verily  believe  that  the  said  Captain  Duguid  a 
come  home,  and  will  be  here  shortly  for  the  purpose  of  taking  omt  thil 
vessel. 

The  vessel  Alexandra  is  now  in  the  Toxteth  dock  here,  and  is 
fitted  with  her  engines  which  come  from  Messieiu's  Fawcett,  Prestoo 
Company,  who  are  the  same  people  who  supplied  and  fitted  the 
engines.    The  ship  is  being  fitted  out  for  sea  with  great  activity  aii' 
rapidity,  and  I  say  that  I  verily  believe  that  she  will  be  ready  for  seail-l 
a  short  time. 

M.  MAGUmE, 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  custom-house,  Liverpool,  the  28th  day  m 
March,  1863. 

S.  PRICE  EDWARDS,  Colleetor. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams, 

Pembroke  Lodge,  March  31, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  irSk 
inclosures,  dated  March  30,  1863,  and  received  at  the  Foreign  Office  ftil 
morning. 

I  shall  take  care  to  transmit  immediately  your  letter,  and  the  depost  -^ 
tions  and  letter  of  instructions,  to  the  proper  department  of  the  gove*  j 
ment.  ^     A 

I  beg  you  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration  wift  ^ 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  faithful  servant,  I 

RUSSELL 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cj&c,  cfcc,  &c.  * 


Mr,  Adanis  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  366.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  7,  ISfiL 

Sir:  I  send  this  note  out  of  the  ordinary  course,  merely  to  let  J* 
know,  in  advance  of  my  regular  dispatches,  that  on  Sundiiy  last)  ttl 
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1  instant,  I  received  a  note  from  Lord  Eiissell  api>ri8iiifj  me  that,  with 
ereiice  to  my  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  orders  had  been  scMit  to  Liverjwol 

the  seizare  of  the  Alexandra.  She  was  ac^cordiu^ly  taken  possession 
m  Sunday,  as  appears  by  notices  iii  all  the  moniin|if  journals. 
/opies  of  the  notes  that  have  i)asse<l  will  be  forwarded,  in  regidar 
rse,  on  Saturday.  I  think  we  may  infer  from  tliis  act  that  the  govern- 
ttt  is  really  disposed  to  maintain  it^  neutrality.  I  rejoice  at  this 
iptoui  of  a  disxwsition  to  defeat  the  maehinations  of  those  who  hope 
.■elieve  the  rebels  by  the  (creation  of  a  diversion  from  this  sidi».  The 
oner  in  which  their  6ymx)athizing  newspapers  notice  the  event  betrays 

bitterness  of  their  dis{ipi>ointment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

^  CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Ion.  William  H.  Seward,  * 

Secretary  of  State. 


SEIZURE  OF  A  confederate  GUNBOAT  IN  THE  MERSEY. 

Liverpool,  Monday, 

Considerable  excitement  was  caused  in  this  i)ort  to-day  on  the  fact 
Miming  known  that  a  gunboat,  intended  for  the  confederate  goveni- 
ent,  had  been  seized  by  order  of  the  government  authorities  her(\    It 
id  been  well  known  for  some  weeks  past  tliat  one  gunboat,  if  not  more, 
«8  being  fitted  out  in  some  of  the  minor  docks,  and  tliose  emi>loyea 
bout  made  no  secret  of  the  destination  for  which  they  were  intended. 
to  the  facts  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Dudley,  the  United  States 
ooiml  at  Liverpool,  he  at  once  communicatcMl  with  the  American  minis- 
er  in  liondon,  and  the  residt  was  that  inquiries  were  at  once  instituted 
Dto  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  bearing  upon  the  building  of  the  ves- 
ds  seized.    These  inquiries  appear  to  have  Ix^en  so  far  sucjcessful  that 
iie  British  government  S(»nt  down  orders  to  seize  the  vessel,  and  at  an 
sariy  hour  yesterday  morning  Mr.  E.  Morgan,  one  of  the  customs  survey- 
>rB,Vent  on  board  the  Alexandra,  (that  being,  like  ''200,"  the  first 
sihiistening  of  the  gunboat,  as,  no  doubt,  had  she  got  clean  ot!',  she  would 
have  undergone  a  re-christening,)  an<l  took  possession  of  her.    The  vessel 
mw  at  once  examined,  and  it  was  found  that  she  was  armed  with  one 
V«y  heavy  gun;  while  another  gun,  unmounted,  was  discovered  on 
bowd.    The  Alexandra  is  a  wooden  s<*rew-steamer  of  about  one  hundred 
■nd  twenty  tons,  and  a  very  fine  model.     She  was  built  by  Messrs.  Mil- 
ler &  Co.,  of  the  South-end,  for  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  «&  Co.,  of  Liv- 
erpool, the  "deiwsitaries"  in  Liverpool  (in  conjuncticm  with  Mr.  James 
Bpence)  of  the  confederate  government.    At  the  time  the  vessel  was 
•eized  she  was  lying  in  the  Toxtt^th  d<K'k,  a  (juiet,  out-of-the  way  place. 
An  iron  shij>-building  fii-m  near  to  the  builders  of  the  Alexandra,  have  a 
large  irgii  gnnlioat,  of  about  twelve  hundred  tons,  on  the  stocks  for  the 
wnifederate  government;  but  it  is  now  stated  that  our  government  has 
iwuwl  instnictions  to  the  officials  here  that  in  all  cases  where  there  is 
the  slightest  suspicion  that  ships  are  being  built  here  other  than  for 
J^^tral  powers,  they  are  to  seize  such  vessels,  and  await  the  decisions  of 
^  legal  authorities. 

4.20  p.  M. 

Sbice  writing  the  above,  we  have  heard  that,  although  there  was  every 
^Pttrance  of  fittings  up  for  guns,  there  were  actually  no  guns  on  board 
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the  Alexandra.  The  vessel,  however,  is  now  in  charge  of  govenm 
officials,  and  no  doubt  the  investigation  which  is  to  take  place  wiil< 
cidate  whether  there  were  guns  on  board  or  not.  The  excitement  anu 
the  gentlemen  of  southern  proclivities  is  very  great. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  59.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  8, 186 

Sm :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  British  govenm 
have  sent  down  an  order  to  the  collector  of  this  port  to  detain  the  ( 
boat  Alexandra,  now  building  here  for  the  so-called  confederate  gov 
ment. 

The  authorities  took  pogsession  of  her  on  Sunday  last.  This  ac 
has  created  no  little  excitement  among  the  secessionists  and  their  ai< 
here.    It  was  the  general  topic  of  conversation  on  Monday. 

My  legal  advisers  tell  me  this  is  merely  a  preliminary  proceedin 
be  followed  by  an  information  in  the  court  of  exchequer  for  her  coiid 
nation  luider  the  act.  This  proc<;eding  to  be  conducted  either  by 
British  government  or  by  the  United  States.  The  probabilities,  I  th 
are,  that  the  government  here,  now  that  they  have  commenced,  wil 
on  with  it;  but,  in  case  they  do  not,  I  shall  take  it  up  and  put  it  thro 
in  the  name  of  the  United  States ;  have  so  instructed  my  lawyers, 
directed  them  to  commence  proceedings  at  once  if  the  authorities  1 
do  not.  Tlie  home  office  has  \\Titten  to  the  mayor  to  take  steps  to 
up  the  evidence,  &c.  Mr.  Ada  ms,  by  request  of  Earl  Bussell,  has  direi 
me  to  aid  the  authorities  here.  The  police  officer,  to  whom  the  ma 
has  handed  the  matter,  called  on  me.  From  what  he  said,  I  inferred 
extent  of  his  inquiries  related  to  criminal  proceedings.  I  consulted  i 
Mr.  Squarey,  and  directed  him  to  aid  and  assist  the  officer  in  every ' 
he  could.  I  am  determined  not  to  let  them,  if  I  can  help  it,  get  onl 
throwing  the  blame  on  me.  I  doubt  the  policy  of  our  turning  proa 
tors  to  punish  the  individuals  for  violations  of  the  enlistment  act 
think  it  is  the  duty  of  this  government  to  punish  the  persons  who  bi 
their  laws^  but  see  nothing  wrong  in  our  aiding  them. 

The  civil  suit  for  the  condemnation  of  the  vessel  is  quite  a  diffa 
matter.  We  have  a  direct  interest  in  taking  her  out  of  the  hand 
those  who  build  her  to  make  war  upon  our  government.  We  can  p 
ecute  this  if  required.  I  am  very  anxious  to  place  all  the  parties  im 
cated  upon  the  witness  stand,  and  expose  their  doings. 

Inclosed,  marked  IS^o.  1,  find  copy  of  B.  Lush's  opinion  upon  thei 
davits  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra. 


I  am,  sir.  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY 


CASE. 


Herewith  you  will  receive  copies  of  six  affidavits  which,  on  Saturff 
the  28th  March  instant,  were  laid  before  the  collector  of  customs  st  ^ 
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in  8npxK>rt  of  an  application  thus  made  to  him  by  the  American 
at  Liverpool,  on  behalf  of  the  government  of  the  XJoited  States,  to 
nd  detain  a  vessel  called  the  Alexandra,  under  the  provisions  of 
eifs^  enlistment  act,  59  Geo.  3,v2hap.  69.  You  wiU  be  pleased  to 
these  affidavits,  and  to  advise,  on  behalf  of  the  government  of  the 
States,  whether  they  disclose  a  sufficient  case  to  justify  the  selz- 
the  vessel  under  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  in  question.  * 

SBPOOL,  March  31,  1863. 

•e  is  much  in  the  affidavits  which  would  not  be  admissible  in  evi- 
but  excluding  all  this,  I  am  of  opinion  that  sufficient  is  stated  to 
it  the  seizure  of  the  vessel  in  question,  under  the  seventh  section 
foreign  enlistment  act. 

R.  LUSH. 
:pi-e,  April  4, 1863. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Setcard. 

[Extract.] 

58.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  9,  1863. 

•  •  •  •  • 

my  brief  dispatch  No.  366,  written  two  days  ago,  and  sent  out  of 
rdinary  course,  I  referred  to  certain  notes  which  had  passed  between 
Bussell  and  myself,  and  to  the  detention  of  the  Alexandra,  for  an 
tigation.    I  now  transmit    •  •  •  •  • 

y  of  his  lordship's  reply,  on  the  5th  instant,  announcing  the  deten- 
rf  the  Alexandra  on  Sunday,  and  requesting  me  to  instnict  Mr. 
^  to  aid  in  the  investigation  of  the  facts;  a  copy  of  my  rei)ly  on 
th  instant ;  and,  lastly,  a  copy  of  my  note  to  Mr.  Dudley  of  the  same 
giving  him  the  desired  instructions. 

ice  that  time  nothing  has  been  heard  of  the  result  of  the  investiga- 
.  A  rumor  was  cuiTent  yesterday  that  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown 
reported  that  no  case  was  made  out.  If  such  be  really  the  fact,  it  is 
able  that  I  shall  be  infonned  of  it  in  season  to  let  you  know  by  the 
mt  opportunity.  In  the  meanwhile,  Mr.  Dudley  has  written  to  me 
his  legal  advisers  are  i)repared  to  proceed,  if  necessary,  by  informa- 
on  the  part  of  the  government  in  the  courts,  and  has  urged  me  to 
apon  Lord  Eussell  to  know  whether  such  a  course  would,  in  any  way, 
3  in  conflict  with  that  proposed  by  the  British  government.  IJnwil- 
to  leave  any  stone  unturned  in  tliis  business,  I  have  this  morning 
pessed  a  note  to  his  lordship  on  this  subject,  a  copy  of  which  is  like- 
)  forwarded. 

his  brings  down  the  history  of  the  Alexandra  to  the  present  moment. 

•  ••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CIIAliLES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 

IwL  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Uarl  Btissell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  April  5, 1861 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter dti 
yesterday.  *  *  •  •  #  • 

I  have,  at  the  same  time,  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  with  reference  to 
your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  and  to  mine  of  the  following  day,  tM 
orders  have  been  sent  to  Liverpool  for  the  seizure  of  the  Alexandra,  ihi 
vessel  to  which  you  called  my  .attention,  as  intended  to  be  employed  il 
the  naval  service  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States. 

I  have,  accordingly,  to  request  that  you  wiU  have  the  goodness  forfli 
with  to  instnict  the  United  States  consul  at  Liveri>ool  to  place  at  tilM 
disposal  of  the  persons  who  may  be  employed  in  collecting  e\idenceoi 
the  part  of  the  Crown  all  such  information  as  he  may  now  x>ossess,  o 
may  hereafter  acquire,  leading  to  establish  the  guilt  of  the  parties  con 
cerned  in  the  Alexandra,  against  whom  proceedings  may  be  taken  uude 
the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

liUSSELL. 

Cuarles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfce.,  cfcc. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Uarl  RvsselL 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  6,  1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  }id 
lordship's  note  of  the  5th  instant,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  30th  ultiBK 
making  certain  representations  in  regard  to  the  character  of  a  vessel ij 
Liveqwol  known  tis  the  Alexandra.  It  is  with  the  most  lively  satisw 
tion  tlmt  I  learn  the  decision  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  detiiin  thf 
vessel.  Believing  that  such  an  acit,  at  the  present  moment,  iscalculatof 
to  defeat  the  sanguine  hopes  of  the  common  enemies  of  both  natioDS,  tl 
sow  the  seeds  of  dissension  between  them,  I  shall  remit  no  effort  to  pro- 
cure all  the  information  possible  to  support  it.  To  that  end  I  haT«^ 
agreeably  to  your  lordship's  suggestion,  sent  the  necessary^  instructioDl 
to  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liveipool  to  put  himself  in  commi- 
nication  with  the  authorities  designated  at  that  place  to  pursue  tto 
subject. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considerfc 
tion  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAKLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  rf-c,  d-c.,.d;{^ 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Dudley. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Latidonj  April  6,  ISfiS- 

Sir  :  I  yesterday  received  a  note  from  Lord  Russell,  in  answer  to  iff 
representation  concerning  the  Alexandra,  of  the  30th  ultimo,  annooneiil 
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t  orders  had  been  sent  to  Liverpool  for  the  seizure  of  that  vessel.  It 
5  with  the  follo\\ing  paragraph,  to  which  I  ask  your  iniuiediate  atten- 
I  do  not  doubt  that  you  will  remit  no  exertion  to  obtain  evidence 
d  of  this  first  efibrt  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  obtain  the  c^on- 
larion  of  one  of  these  vessels.    The  moral  qlfcct  <>f  fc^uch  a  result 

not  fail  to  be  great  on  both  sides  of  thc^  ocean  : 
have,  accordingly,  to  recpiest  that  you  will  have  tln»  goodness  foith- 
to  instruct  the  United  States  consul  at  Liver[)(>ol  to  i)lace  at  the 
$al  of  the  persons  who  may  be  emi)h»ye(l  in  colleciting  evidence  on 
irt  of  the  Crown  all  such  information  as  he  iway  now  i)ossess,  or 
ereattcr  acquire,  tending  to  establish  the  guilt  of  iiarties  <'oncerned 

Alexandra,  against  whom  proceedings  may  be  taken  under  the 
a  enlistment  act." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedicMit  s(Tvant, 

'  CHARLES  FKAXCIS  ADAMS. 
>s.  H.  Dudley,  Esq., 

United  States  Comulj  Liverpool. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  0, 18G3. 

LiOKD :  Having  received  an  opinion  from  eminent  counsel  that  the 
[ice  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra  is  sulUcient  to  sustain  proceedings 
ndenination,  under  the  sixth  section  of  the  enlist nn^nt  law,  I  pray 
lordship  to  have  the  kindness  to  inform  nu*.  whether  tin?  nu^asures 
far  adopted,  or  intended  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  government  in 
case,  would  be,  in  any  way,  deranged  by  simultaneous  action  on 
art  of  the  United  States  in  a  ditt'erent  form.  Should  no  inconve- 
je  \)e  apprehended,  I  am  informed  by  the  lawyei*s  that  th(\v  are  ready 
oceed. 

►ray  yoinr  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  th<»  highest  <'onsidera- 
with  which  I  have  the  honor  ♦to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 

int. 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

ight  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  etc.,  etc,  dc 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

370.1  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  1>,  18G3. 

IE:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  (iopies  of  three  notes  which  passed 
treen  Lord  Russell  and  myself,  in  continuation  of  the  correspondence 
rml  to  in  my  dispatch  No.  3(52,  of  the  3d  instant. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obcdic*nt  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
ion.  WiLLJAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

•"or remaining  inclosures  see  same  dispatch  under ''Enforcement  of 
tnlityJ'  "  Gtenersd  Subject,"  Vol.  I,  page  593,  and  also  under  sub- 
lion  ** Phantom^  in  this  volume,  ante.] 

18  A  O— VOL.  n 
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JSarl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  April  3, 1863. 

* 

Sir:  With  refereii(;e  to  my  lett^^r  of  the  31  st  ultimo,  I  have  the 
to  iiilbrin  you  that  the  secretiiry  of  state  for  the  home  department 
instructed  the  mayor  of  Liveri)ool  to  cause  immediate  inquiries  to 
made  with  the*  view  of  ascertaiuinji^  whether  the  Ah*xandra,  denoi 
by  you  in  your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  is  bein^  equipped,  funiiAlwi^ 
fitted  out,  or  arm#(l,  with  t>lie  intention  of  lier  being  employed  iut|| 
service  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  with  intent  to  commit  htt 
tilities  against  the  federal  government  of  the  United  States;  and,! 
this  should  appear  to  be  the. case,  thc^mayor  is  further  instructed  tl 
adopt  whatever  stei)s  can  legally  be  taken  in  the  matter. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &c., 


CuARLEs  Francis  Ada^is,  Esq.,  etc.,  rfc,  d'c. 


RUSSELL 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No.  (JO.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  April  11^  1.S63. 

Sir:  •  •  •  •  •  •     ' 

For  the  first  time  I  learne<l  yesterday  that  William  C.  Miller,  ti 
senior  member  of  the  firm  of  William  C.  Miller  &  Sons,  the  builders ol 
the  steauu^rs  Oreto,  now  called  the  Florida,  and  Alexandra,  is  a  gof- 
ennnent  ofiicer,  being  chief  surveyor  of  shipping  at  this  port,  at  a  salaij 
of  three  hundred  pounds  per  year.  His  office  is  No.  10  in  the  curtfl* 
house.  1  have  communicat^'d  this  fac*t  to  Mr.  Adams.  It  would  thMJ 
seem  that  persons  connected  with  the  lirms  of  the  builders  of  tfcl 
Florida  and  Alabama  are  otiice-holders,  one  a  member  of  Parliaroei^ 
the  other  an  officer  of  the  customs. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr,  Seicard. 

[Extra<^t8.] 

62.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpooly  April  14, 1885. 

^ij{  .♦**#«••• 

The  English  government  are  going  to  prosecute  in  the  case  of  te 
Alexandra.  Mr.  Haminel,  the  solicitor  of  customs,  has  l>eeii  here  tii" 
days  looking  aft<3r  the  case.  I  have  been  with  him  with  my  attonMff 
Mr.  Squarey.    It  seems  to  me  as  if  he  has  no  heart  in  the  matter,  hOMI 

have  dii*eeted  Mr.  Squarey  to  attend  and  assist  him  in  the  case.   W< 
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I  ir^Ve  also  sent  to  London  and  got  Mr.  Downward  dowTi  here  to  ^vt  up 
r  He  evidence.  The  detective  the  government  employed  has  as  yet  done 
^tbiag.  •  •  •  AH  that  1  can  (h)  is  to  follow  in  their  wake,  but  I 
•I'll  determined  to  take  the  laboring  oar  and  hunt  \i\)  evidonee  myself  of 
b^cli  character  as  will  insure  the  convi<*tion  of  the  vessel,  and  i)lace  it 
^fore  tliem  in  such  manner  that  they  will  have  to  use  it.  I  do  n'ot  like 
3fteir  mode  of  proceeding.  So  far  as  I  can  leani  thcMr  programme,  it  is 
3d  an'est  and  have  indicted  all  the  i)arties  coneenied  in  building  this 
tiessel  before  they  tile  the  proceedings  for  \wv  cond(»mnation.  Xow  this 
Wll  be  u]>-hill  work.  It  will  n^cpiire  much  stronger  evidence  in  the 
Stimiual  snit  to  convict  than  in  the  civil  suit  to  condemn.  Again,  it 
itoald  be  much  easier  to  conv^pt  the  i)ai-ties  either  in  th(»  case  of  the 
Alabama  or  Oreto  than  in  this.  We  have  much  more  evidence  in  these 
*.ai$es,  with  the  additional  fact  that  the  vessels  are  now  out  as  piiva- 
eers.  1  liave  said  to  the  attorney,  if  you  will  proc(»ed  criminally,  why 
lot  attach  them  in  the  other  cases  rather  than  in  this;  but  he  gives  me 
lo  answer.  They  may  change  tlu^ir  tactics,  but  it  h)oks  tome  as  if  they 
rere  managing  rather  to  clear  than  to  convict  the  parties.  If  they  are 
cH|uitted  upon  the  criminal  charge,  it  will  be  tantamount  to  a  release 

►f  the  vessel.     We  shall  see  what  the  end  will  be. 

•  •  •  #  •  • 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

TUOMAS  II.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  Wlllia]^  n.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ho.  377.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London.  April  17,  1803. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  fonvard  copies  of  farther  corresi)ondence 
liad  with  Lord  Russell  in  connection  with  tlu»  case  of  the  Alexandra. 
Uy  proposition  to  him  had  been  i)rompted  b^'  the  legal  advisers  employed 
by  Mr,  Dudley,  though  not  precisely  in  the  form  adopted  by  me.  Tlu»y 
suggested  an  offer  to  proceed,  on  our  pait,  in  the  couits,  as  an  alterna- 
tiT«»,  shoidd  they  prefer  that  course.  1  thought  this  juight  possibly  be 
iwed  to  throw  the  responsibility  exclusively  upcm  us.  8o  1  preferred  to 
apprise  them  of  the  readiness  of  our  lawyers  to  i)roc(»ed  on  tluMr  judg- 
ment of  the  merits  of  the  case,  without  offering  to  release  the  govern- 
ment fi'oni  its  duty  to  come  to  the  same  ccmclusion. 

I  have  since  learned  from  Mr.  Dudley  that  the  government  has  finally 
decicled  upon  prosecuting  the  offenders  criminally.  But  so  strong  is  the 
symjiathy  with  them  of  all  the  subordinates  at  Liverpool  that  I  still 
remain  very  doubtful  of  any  successful  result.  They  are  collecting  fur- 
ther testimony,  in  which  business  Mr.  Dudley  is  eiuh^avoring  to  co-oper- 
ate with  them.  The  expense  will  be  considerable,  but  1  have  author- 
ted  him  to  incur  it,  in  the  belief  that  any  efforts  in  this  direction  that 
may  have  the  effect  even  to  delay  the  comi)letion  of  these  operations 
vili  more  than  compensate  the  loss. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHMILES  FllAXOIS  ADAMS. 
Hem.  WnjjtAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stat^. 


276  ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RtisseU, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  April  9, 1863. 

My  Lord:  Having  examined  au  opinion  from  eminent  counsel  tint 
the  evidence  in  the  cavse  of  the  x\lexandi»a  is  sufficient  to  sustain  \a^ 
ceedings  for  her  condemnation  under  tlie  sixth  section  of  the  enlistin«4 
law,  I  i)ray  your  lordship  to  have  the  kindnc^ss  to  inform  me  whetlN| 
the  measures  thus  |ftr  adopted  or  intended  on  the  pait  of  her  Majest]^ 
government  in  that  case  would  be  in  any  way  deranged  by  simultaDe<M| 
action  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  in  a  dift'erent  form.  Should  li 
inconvenience  be  apprehended,  I  am  iniormed  by  the  lawyers  thatthi|j 
are  ready  to  jiroceed. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accejjt  the  assurances  of  the  highest  eomil 
eration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obediei^ 
8er\^ant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAM& 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  c£c,  etc,  dtc. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  April  9,  I8d3. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter d 
this  day's  datr*,  requesting  to  be  informed  whether  the  means  thus  ftl 
adopted  or  intended  on  the  i)art  of  her  Maj(»sty's  government  in  tlieeui 
of  the  Alexandra  would  be  in  any  way  deranged  by  simultaneous  actioi 
on  the  i)art  of  the  United  States  in  a  ditterent  form,  and  I  V>eg  to  state 
to  you  that  1  have  referred  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  tin*  lords'  commit 
sioners  of  her  Majesty's  treasury,  an<l  as  soim  as  I  receive  their  lord- 
ships' reply  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  nuiking  a  further  commuuic^tioi 
to  you  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL 

Charles  Francis  Adajvis,  Esq.,  etc.,  c£-e.,  &c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  April  11, 186S. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  with  reference  to  yonr  letter 
of  the  9th  of  this  month,  that,  in  order  that  the  law  officers  of  th, 
Crown  may  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  bearing  which  any  proceediofl] 
which  you  might  take  on  behalf  of  the  government  of  the  United  Stataii 
in  the' case  of  the  Alexandra  would  have  on  the  pro<^eding8  of  h*^ 
Majesty's  government  in  the  same  case,  they  wish  to  be  informed  wW 
they  are  to  understand  by  the  exi>ression  in  your  letter,  ^simultuiflM 
action  on  the  part  of  the  Unit<Hl  States." 

I  have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  tsoA 
me,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  with  an  explanation  on  tliis  pointy  ikt 
the  information  of  her  Majesty's  law  officers.  t 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  9M#! 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

BUBSBLLi 

Charles  Francis  Adams^  Esq.^  &c,^  &c,^  d^e. 

1 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Itussell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Ijondon,  April  11,  18<>3. 

r  Lord:  Without  incurrinij:  the  dohiy  necessary  to  consult  with 
sel  in  regard  to  the  question  which  your  lordsln[)  has  (h)ne  me  the 
r  to  propose  to  me  in  your  note  of  this  day,  just  received,  I  hastc*n 
y  that  by  the  terms  of  the  seveutli  and  eighth  s(»ctions  of  the 
inent  hiw  it  wouhl  appear  as  if  action  couhl  begtaken  botli  against 
ersons  engaged  in  the  oti'enses  siieeiticd  and  against  the  ships  or 
Is  fitted  out  by  them,  or  against  either.  In  the  one  case,  the  pro- 
igs  wouhl  seem  to  be  by  if!lli<*tment  gaiust  tlie  i)erson  for  a  crimi- 
i'ense;  whilst,  in  the  other,  the  action  might  be  against  the  vessel, 
w  a  different  court. 

?  puri>ose  of  inquiry  which  I  ha<l  the  honor  to  make  was  rather  to 
whether  her  Majesty's  government  would  desire  any  form  of  co-op- 
m  ill  the  pfow»cution  of  this  nnttter,  than  to  embarrass  them  by 
yin^  forms  of  action  with  which  1  am,  necessarily,  not  familiar. 
Id  it,  however,  be  agree^ible  to  the  law  otlicers  of  the  Crown  to 
1  more  spwilic^  information  in  regard  to  the  practical  measures 
mplated  by  the* counsel  retained  on  behalf  of  the  government  of 
nited  States,  I  shall  be  happy  to  procure  it  at  as  early  a  moment 
ij  be  i)racticable. 

ray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of*  the  highest  con sid- 
m  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  mv  lord,  vour  most  obedient 
nt, 

CHARLES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 

^ht  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  dr.,  cfr.,  dr. 


Mr.  Dudley  t4)  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

J4.|  United- States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  April  18,  18(53. 
[I:  *  *  .       *  *  * 

closurrs  Nos.  2  and  3  contain  slips  from  the  newspai)ers.  By 
rou  will  see  Mr.  Ilorsfall,  the  member  from  this  town,  has  given 
«  of  a  motion  for  the  pai)ers,  &c.,  hi  relation  to  the  Alexandra, 
is  done  for  the  puipose  of  ascertaining  oiu*  case.  The  man  who 
J  the  notice  is  a  member  of  tin;  ^Ic^rsey  Steel  and  Iron  Works  of  this 
ly  the  same  that  has  made  nearly  all  the  iron  i)lates  for  the  South- 
p,  including  those  for  the  rams  now  building  by  the  Lairds.  I  have 
:ioned  in  a  previous  dispatch  the  fact  that  William  C.  Miller,  the 
ler  of  this  vessel  and  the  steamer  Florida,  is  an  officer  of  the  cus- 
in  this  tow^n,  at  a  salary'  of  three  hiuidred  poun<ls  sterling.  By 
lerslip  yoa  will  see  they  are  determined  to  choke  off  all  informers, 
lave  maile  the  appointment  of  a  detective  to  look  up  evidence  in 
ise  of  the  Alexandra  the  subject  of  a  grave  inquiry  in  Parliament. 
Jiieen's  proclamation  seems  to  be  entirely  disregarded,  and  the  act 
rliameut  called  the  foreign"  enlistment  act  ignored,  if  not  a  dead 
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letter.    It  is  an  outrage  against  llieir  rights  to  require  them  to  regaid 
the  one  or  to  enforce  the  other. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  n.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WILLLA3I  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

IKxtTfiCt.f 

No.  500.]  >  Depart^ient  of  State, 

Washington,  April  21, 18(53. 

Sir:  Your  dispsitch  of  April  3  (So.  3G2)  has  In^en  received.    It 
pleasant  to  know  that  evidence  has  been  procured  in  regard  to  the 
ting  out  of  hostile  expeditions  in  England  which  the  British  govern- 
ment may  be  expected  to  treat  with  some  consideration. 

I  am,  sir,  yoiu*  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  itc,  cfcc,  d-c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  5G2.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtatiy  Ajyril  22,  im.    \ 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receii)t  of  your  dispatch  of  the  7th ; 
instant,  (No.  3(50,)  and  to  express  my  satisfaction  at  the  proi*eeding8  of 
Earl  Russell  in  regard  to  the  Alexandra,  and  my  approval  of  your  own 
course  in  the  matter. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Chajiles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfc,  rfc,  d'c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Sexcard. 

No.  385.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  23, 1863, 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  recei)ti(m  of  dispatcher  from  t!i6 
department,  numbered  from  534  to  541,  both  inclusive. 

In  respect  to  the  directions  contained  in  your  No.  538,  of  the  Ji 
instant,  I  am  pleased  to  rctlecft  that  evc^rything  has  already  been  d(«* 
that  is  possible  in  the  way  indicated.  Before  this  reaches  you,  inforoi- 
tion  will  have  been  received  of  the  decision  of  the  government  to  detah 
the  Alexandra,  of  the  investigations  ordered  by  it,  and  of  ftie  result  I 
have  no  doubt  that  it  is  now  their  intention  to  commence  criminal  p^ 
editions  of  some  of  the  parties  (H)ncerned.  The  effect  prodacel  *■ 
Liveri)ool  by  this  intelligence  has  been  to  stop,  for  tlie  time,  fhe  pitM^ 
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«rton  of  all  work  of  tlint  particular  Rind — fi«>litiii^  sliii)8.  You  will 
aboliave  leariie<l  my  otter,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  to  co-oiM^r- 
ateju  the  i)roi*eedin<^s  in  any  manner  that  the  jrovornment  would  prefer. 
Jthiiik  it  is  a  wise  decision,  on  their  part,  to  ^o  on  themselvt^s,  tor  then* 
m  \)t  little  doubt  that  we  should  fail  if  we  attenii)ted  it.  The  ministry 
till  be  c^bliged  to  breast  a  good  dc^al  of  opposition  in  the  j)roe(»ss,  an<l 
iky  subject  themselves  to  heavy  res[)onsibilities  if  th(\v  fail.  I  feel 
hmd  to  give  them  credit  for  their  late  a<*tion,  and  ho|»e  that  it  may 
leod  to  allay  the  excitement  against  them  now  running  high  in  America, 
ha  casual  convers;ition  with  the  Qu^mmi's  advocate  "on  tin*  subject,  last 
veuing,  I  saM'  he  felt  a  little  uneasiness  at  the  prosju'ct  of  a  jury  trial, 
suggested  the  inexpediency  of  holding  the  court  at  Liverpool.  lie 
^plied  that  a  change  of  venue  %oidd  be  necessary.  It  is  no  more  than 
gbt  to  do  justice  to  the  wish  to  jueserve  th<*  peace  of  tin*  two  coun- 
ies  that  prompts  this  {icti<m.  I  only  wish  most  heartily  that  it  could 
ive  develoi)ed  itsi^f  sooner,  and  when  the  risk  woidd  hav«»  been  less. 
I  auy  event,  it  is  well  always  to  bear  in  mind  whose  game  we  are  most 
iK^tually  playing  by  Imzarding  a  rupture. 

In  the  mean  time  almost  all  thc^  disjHJsable  steam  vesst^ls  in  this 
KUitry  and  some  on  the  continent  are  being  bought  up  at  any  <'Ost, 
>paivntly  to  prosecute  the  business  of  running  the  blockade.  What- 
rer  proceeds  may  be  obtaincMl  from  the  h)an,  over  an<l  above  the  satis- 
iction  of  creditors,  are  likely  soon  to  evajHuate  undtM-  the  lavish 
qienditures  made  for  these  objects.  Though  not  suited  for  war  ships, 
is  not  iuipossible  that  tlu^y  may  be  to  some  extent  used  in  that  way. 
lie  (leorgiaua,  the  Alexandra,  and  the  Virginia  are  all  v(\ssels  of  this 
lass.  Even  if  the  rebels  could  succeed  in  tlu^ir  object,  I  am  at  a  loss 
D|KTceive  any  other  result  of  their  present  recklessness  than  absolute 
aiD. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CIIAKLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

/Secretary  of  State, 

[For  dispatch  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  No.  o;>8,  April  L*,  18(13, 
see  Vol.  I,  p.  58G.J 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Adams, 

Ko.  5lx>.J  1)EPAKT3IE>'T  'OF   STATE, 

Washififjtoft,  April  24,  1803. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  April  9  (No.  370)  has  been  received,  together 
litb  three  notes  which  have  ])assed  b«»tween  y()urs<»lf  and  Karl  Kussidl 
relating  to  the  suppression  of  the  titting  out  of  hostile*  naval  armaments 
iB British  ports.  Your  course  as  related  in  those  i>a|)ers  is  ai>prov«Ml, 
Wd  the  expressions  of  satisfaction  Avhich  you  have  made  to  his  lord- 
•kip,  in  view  of  the  prcM»eedings  of  her  Majesty's  government  therein 
■wntioned,  are  affirmed  on  Ix^half  of  the  Tresidcnt. 
I  ain,%ir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  II.  SKWAKI). 

CaiKLES  FBAWCIS  ADA3IS,  Esq.,  d'c,,  cic,  civ*. 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  305.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  30, 18 

8iR:  Difi'patches  have  been  received  this  week  from  the  departi 
nuinl)ere<l  from  542  to  549,  iuchisive. 

In  repird  to  the  uiost  imi)ortant  of  these,  (Nos.  545  and  548,  o 
10th  and  13th  of  April,)  1  iind  that  the  iiKStrur'ticms  to  eommuiiical 
views  therein  (!ontained  are  ])redieated  on  the  state  of  tliinjrs  as 
understood  by  you  to  exist  here.  It  so  happens  tliat  nearly  at  the 
date  her  Mnjesty's  j»:overnment  had  d(*termine<l  to  take  the  stej)  ^ 
meets  the  eontinji:eney  suggested  by  yourself  as  necessary  and  ivq 
The  decision  to  i)roceed  against  the  ]iarties  concerned  in  the  equij 
of  the  Alexandra  s(^ems  to  me,  therefore*,  to  disi>ense  with  the  olilij. 
to  i)resent  finther  reinonstranc(\s  against  their  non-action.  I 
therefore,  susi)end  proceedings  under  these  dispatches  until  I  leai 
effect  which  th(»  knowledge  of  later  events  will  have  had  up<m 

poli(*y. 

You  will  also  have  had  in  your  jiossession  ere  this  my  dispii 
relating  to  a  resort  to  legal  proceedings  in  the  courts  here,  on  th< 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  (Xos.  3(>8  and  377.) 
jdready  taken  the  responsibility  of  directiug  IMr.  Dudley  to  lu-oce 
first  alone,  and,  after  the  British  authorities  moved,  in  concert 
them,  if  agreeable.  Copies  of  the  letters  that  have  passed  Ih»i 
Lord  Russell  and  myself  rehiting  to  this  hwt  projwsal  have  already 
forward  with  my  disi)atch  No.  377.  There  is,  however,  one  note  of 
written  this  week,  whic^h  remains  to  complete  the  i)apers.  I  no^ 
ward  a  copy.  You  will  see  that  it  (h^clines  to  push  the  proiM>j 
co-operation  any  further.  I  am  convinced  that  it  wouhl  do  no  gc 
attempt  it,  and  that  for  the  reasons  given  in  my  No.  377.  If  the  gc 
ment  does  not  succeed,  it  is  very  certain  that  we  should  fail.  If,  c 
other  hand,  it  carries  its  point,  the  moral  effect  of  its  interpositii 
<leterring  from  new  attem[>ts  hereafter,  would  be  vastly'  greater. 

1  am  very  glad,  however,  to  learn  that  Mr.  Evarts  is  about  to 
lien^  for  the  i>urpose  of  a<*ting  in  concert  with  the  professional  pe 
who  have  been  employed  on  this  side.  This  wiU  relieve  my  mi 
much  responsibility  in  the  nmnag(^ment  and  direction  of  the  tecl 
part  of  the  business.  I  shall  b(^  hfippy  to  n^ceive  him,  and  to  s 
him  all  the  aid  in  my  jmwer  in  the  prosecution  of  his  work. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADA^ 

Hon.  WILLIA3I  n.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 

[For  dispatches  from  Mr.  Scnvard  to  Mr.  Adams,  Nos.  545  and  54i 
Vol.  1,  pp.  593  and  595,  n\spectively.] 


Mr,  Adams  to  Earl  Russell, 

Legation  of  the  United  S'rtATES, 

London^  April  28,  IS 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  lecu 
from  Messrs.  Duncan,   Squarey  &  Blackmore,  to  whom  I  haverefi 
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ulvice  in  regard  to  my  response  to  the  inquiry  which  your  lord«liip 
me  tlie  honor  to  address  to  me  on  the  23d  instant,  together  with  the 
vsure  therein.  I  am  led  to  the  conchision,  for  the  reasons  given  in 
letter,  that  it  would  not  be  advisable  now  to  propose,  on  the  part  of 
government,  to  take  an  active  i>art  in  the  prosecutions  connet^ted 
the  Alexandra.  I  am  the  more  confirmed  in  tliis  ojunion  from  the 
that  I  have  reason  soon  to  exi)ect  more  specific  directions  from 
hington  in  connection  with  tlie  management  of  the  questions 
Ived  in  the  proceedings  that  may  be  taken  in  the  courts. 
I  liave,  &c., 

CllAKLKS  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

ght  Uon.  Eakl  Kusskll,  dr.,  dr.,  dr. 


MessrH.  Duncan^  Squaret/  d'  Black mtt re  to  ^li\  Weldinf/. 

LiVEKPOOL,  April  27,  ISCt'X 

R:  We  have  read  the  copy  of  c()rresj)<)ndeiicc  bctwc(^n  Mr.  Adams 
Lord  Russell,  which  you  k*ft  wifh  us  tliis  morning. 
vo  distinct  procresses  are  jxiintcd  out  by  the  foreign  enlistment  act 
e  against  the  vessel,  with  a  view  to  ifs  condtMiination ;  the  other 
ust  the  persons  implicated  in  fitting  out  fhe  V(\ssel,  who  an*  to  be 
led  guilty  of  a  misdenieanor,  punishable  by  fine  and  imprisonment. 
exi>ediency  of  proceeding  criminally  against  the  parties  engaged  in 
ig  out  the  Alexandra  was  discussc<l  on  several  occasions  by  the 
?r  with  Mr.  Hamel,  the  solicitor  to  the  Board  of  Customs,  when 
gentleman  w.as  at  Liveri)ool;  and  the  conclusion  arrived  at,  in 
h  Mr.  Dudley  fully  concurred,  was,  that  unless,  in  the  o]>inion  of 
aw  officers  of  the  Crown,  it  was  legally  necessary,  to  get  this  vessel 
lemned,  that  there  should  be  a  previous  conviction  for  misdemeanor 
le  parties  implicated  in  fitting  her  out,  it  was  not  expedient  i^i  this 
mce  to  proceed  criminally  against  the  [mrties  inq)licated.  The 
on  why  sucli  proceedings  were  not  thought  exixHlient  was  that  it 
considered  that  the  evidence,  though  i)erha[)s  sutlicient  U)  sui)port 
eediugs  in  London  tor  the  condemnation  of  the  vessel,  might  ])rove 
fficient  to  procure  a  conviction  at  Liverjiool  of  the  parties  impli- 
d,  and  that  an  unsu(;cessful  ju-osecution  would  prejudice  the  chance 
jetting  the  vessel  condemned,  which  would  un(piestionably  be  the 
I.  We  may  add,  that  we  have  always  understood  from  Mr.  Dudley 
:  it  was  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Adams  and  himself  that  the  criminal 
L'Hdiugs  against  individuals  should  be  instituted  by  the  governnuMit 
bis  country,  and  not  by,  or  on  b(»lialf  of,  the  governnu^nt  of  the 
ited  States. 

^e  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  us  to  Mr.  Tlamel,  on  the 
h  instant. 

Yours,  indy, 

DUNCAN,  SQUxVREY  &  BLACKMORE. 
i'  Welding,  Esq., 

Vive-Cowful  U.  S.  A.^  Liverpool. 


•  Mr.  tSquarey  to  Mr.  Hamel. 

•  Liverpool,  10  M^ater  iStreet,  April  20,  1803. 

KyDeab  Sib:  Your  letter  of  the  17th  instant  was  handed  to  me,  in 
^course,  by  Mr.  Beverly. 
f 
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I  am  not  in  a  position  at  pn\sent  to  i)lac<>  before  you  any  farther  evv. 
denee,  Imt  it  is  probable  tli.at  some  additional  information  maybeoJbs 
tained,  in  which  case  I  Avill  eommnnicate  with  yon. 

The  American  consul  has  written  to  the  United  States  for  evidenceol, 
the  cai)ture  and  destriu^tion  of  fe<leral  vessels  by  the  Alabama  aud  tte 
Florida,  and  for  the  ori<j:inal  letters  from  Messrs.  Memminger  aud  Md- 
lory,  showing  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.'s  connecti<m  with  ths- 
contV^derate  government,  with  jnoof  of  the  handwriting  of  suck  lettai. 

You  may  rely  absolutely  ni)on  this  (evidence  being  forthcoming. 

I  have  liad  an  opportunity  of  discussing  with  the  consul  the  quel' 
tions,  at  our  interview  on  Tinirsday  last,  aud  I  may  state  that,  althoogk 
the  government  entertains  a  strong  opinion  that  parties  implicated  ii 
ottenses  against  the  foreign  enlistment  act  should  be  prosecuted  by  ti»; 
British  government,  the  consul  (concurs  in  the  expediency,  in  thii; 
instance,  of  seeking  the  forfeiture  of  the  vessel  rather  than  the  coiiv»» 
tion  of  offending  parties. 

If,  however,  the  law  officers  of  the  (^rown  should  consider  that  tha 
prosecutioivof  the  ])arties  is  legally  necessary  in  order  to  the  condemna- 
tion of  th(^  v(»ss(0,  or  that  it  is  otherAvise  expedient,  the  consul  is  pie- 
J)  ired  to  render  every  assistanc^e  in  his  i)ower  in  any  such  prosecution. 

Having  regard  to  the  great  diffi('ulty  of  procuring  such  evidenced 
one  would  wish  to  obtain  in  support  of  the  proceeding  for  the  condem- 
nation of  this  vess(4,  1  feel  very  strongly  that  it  may  be  necessary'  and 
])roper  to  disregard  the  ordinary  rule  against  calling  unwilling  vitr 
nesses,  and  to  compel  the  attendance  on  the  trial  of  i)arties  from  the 
establislunents  of  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  and  Messrs.  Fawe«tt, 
Preston  &  Co.,  with  such  books  and  i)apers  as  may  contain  inforinatioa 
as  to  the  circumstance's  under  whi(*h  the  vessel  was  ordered  to  be  huilt 
and  the  mode  in  which  she  has  been  paid  for.  This,  I  am  aware,  wonld 
be  a  bold,  and,  perhaps,  to  some  extent,  a  dangerous  course ;  but  it  must 
be  remembered  that  the  case  is  exceptional;  and  I  think  it  may  deserve  '] 
consideration  whether  Captain  Bullock,  Cajjtain  Tessier,  Captain  ; 
Dmpiid,  and  some  of  the  ju'incMpals  in  the  above-mentioned  firms,  and 
the  Messrs.  Miller,  should  not  also  be  subpienaed. 

I  have  ascertained  that  the  advance  notes  given  to  the  crew  of  the 
Oreto,  when  she  sailed  from  Liveri)ool,  were  made  payable  at  Me^ri 
Faucett,  Preston  &  Co.'s  office ;  and  there  is,  1  believe,  no  doubt  that 
these  gentlemen  furnished  the  armament  of  that  vessel  and  of  the 
Alabama. 

If  I  can  assist  you  at  any  time,  let  me  know,  and  I  will  at  once  come 
to  town. 

Yours,  verv  trulv, 

A.  F.  SQUARE!. 

F.  J.  Ham>:l,  Escj., 

JSolicitor  to  the  Board  of  Customs,  Customhouse^  London. 


Mr,  Dudley  to  ^fr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  71.]  United  States  Consitl.atb, 

Liverpool^  May  2, 1861 

Sir:  •  •  •  •  •  • 

We  are  still  very  busy  hunting  up  exidence  in  the  ease  of  the  Ateup 
dra.    We  are  constantly  lindin;*:  new  matters,  many  of  them  wniHiB  . 
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in.selves,  but  which,  Avhenimt  with  oth(»rs,  tend  to  make  out  the  chain. 
j^overnoient  seem  to  leuve  tlie  whole  business  of  obtaining  the  proof 
\».  I  do  not  know  of  their  obtaining):  any  (^xeei)t  wliat  we  have  fur- 
ed.  We  shall  be  conii)elled  toi)lace  the  partitas  iini)licated  n]K)n  the 
less  stand.  If  they  tell  the  truth,  the  vessel  will  be  condemned;  but 
aLse  swearing  they  may  he  able  to  clear  her.  The  case  will  be  tried 
le  court  of  exchequer,  in  London,  and  by  a  London  jury.  This  will 
inch  better  than  a  Liverpool  Jury.  I  l)<*g  h*ave  to  call  your  attention 
iclosure  No.  2.  It  is  a  ]>ressco])y  of  a  disi)atch  to  ^fr.  A<lams.  It  fully 
ains itself.  I  thought  it  strange  that  they  should  jdacea  mered(»tective 
itable  to  communicate  with  me,  and  stranger  that  they  should  give  him 
es  of  all  the  papers  in  the  case,  including  letters,  aflidavits,  «S:c. 
you  can  imagine  my  surprise  when  1  learned  that  (nerything  1  com- 
licated  to  him  was  divulged  to  tin*  watch  committee,  most  of  whom, 
tiding  the  man  Clint,  belong  to  the  southern  club  of  this  town,  an 
iciation  got  up  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  insurgents  in  theiretforts 
veithrow  our  government. 

inuuediately  instructed  my  solicitors  to  address  the  to\vn  clerk  on 
subject,  and  upon  his  refusing  to  ex^dain  tin*  matter,  sent  tin*  dis- 
:;h  to  Mr.  Adams.  It  seemed  to  me  that  I  could  do  nothing  more. 
answer  has  as  yet  been  received  from  the  minister,  but  w(*  still  go 
collecting  information  in  the  case.  I  have  no  doubt  but  what  the 
3ndants  know  oiu*  whole  case  and  the  weak  i)oiuts  in  it. 
I  am,  sir,  verv  respectfullv,  your  obe<licnt  servant, 

THOMAS  II.  DUDLEY. 
Ion.  WiLLLiM  H.  Seward, 

/Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr,  Adamn. 

United  States  Uonsilate, 

Liverpool,  ^4j>r/7  25,  1<S03. 

iiK :  Soon  after  the  reception  of  your  letter  of  the  0th  of  .V])ril  I  was 
iteil  uiKUi  by  a  detective  officer,  Mr.  Cousins,  win)  produced  tlie  pajx^rs 
the  case  of  the  Alexandra,  which  1  had  transmited  to,  or  left  with  you, 
jetlier  with  the  letter  from  the  Home  Office,  transmitting  them  to  the 
lyor  of  Liverpool.  He  stated  that  the  mayor  had  placed  the  papers  in 
i  bands  of  the  town  clerk,  and  he  had  handed  them  to  the  head  con- 
ible;  that  he,  the  officer,  had  been  depute<l  by  the  head  constable  to 
ike  the  recjuired  investigation,  and  directed  to  put  himself  in  commu- 
•ation  with  me  and  obtain  from  me  such  infonnation  as  I  ])ossessed. 
X'onlingly,  acting  on  your  instructions  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the 
rs^ns  who  might  be  employed  in  collecting  evidence  on  tliei)art  of  the 
t)wii  all  such  information  as  I  might  then  possess  or  thereafter  accpiire 
ndiug  to  establish  the  guilt  of  the,  i)arties  concerned  in  the  Alexandra, 
freely  communicated  to  him,  from  time  to  time,  all  that  was  known  to 
f  on  the  subject,  and  names  of  persons  who  were  my  informants.  Sub- 
quently,  to  my  gi*eat  suri)ris(*,  tln^  officer,  Mr.  Cousius,  informed  me 
at  two  members  of  the  watcdi  committee  had  been  in  comuiunicatiou 
itlithe  head  constable  on  the  subject  of  the  investigation,  and  he  be- 
•ved  had  obtained  from  him  some  account  of  what  was  being  done. 
8  a  strange  and  seeming  confirmation  coincidently  appeared  in  the 
u&eg,  and  other  papers,  the  i)aragraph  headed  "  Tht<  spv  system  in 
iverpool.^ 
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Still  I  could  not  believe  that  any  member  of  the  watch  comraitteft  1 
wouhl  take  advantajGce  of  his  position  to  obtuin,  or  that  the  head  con-  ] 
stable  wouhl  commuiiie^it^*,  iufonuatiim  obtained  from  me  in  the  striitwt 
contidence,  and  which,  becoming  known  to  the  parties  involved,  might 
utterly  defeat  the  ends  of  justice. 

lmu«>:ine,  then,  my  surprise*  and  mortification  on  Thursday,  when  the 
officer  informed  me  that  M;ijor  Grei^  had  shown  the  report  he  was  alwut 
to  transmit  to  London,  of  what  had  been  done  in  the  matter,  to  the  tf» 
members  in  question,  M(\*<srs.  Clint  and  Woddrutf,  and  that  they  hud  in- 
terropited  theotliceron  the  various  i)oiiits  in  the  report.  That  they  bad 
seen  ail  or  most  of  the  reports  that  he,  the  otticer,  had  made  to  the  hi'ad 
constable.  That  he  had  seen  Mr.  Clint  looking  over  these  re])orts.  That 
on  one  occasion,  after  they  had  <pu»stioned  him  a.s  to  what  he  was  duing, 
one  of  them  said,  "  We  will  gi)  and  let  Mr.  (Iraves  know."  Mr.  (Iraves 
is  also  a  memlxT  of  the  watch  committee,  nn<l,  I  believe,  an  intimate 
friend  of  Mr.  Prioleau,  of  the  firm  of  Frazer,  Trenholm  &  Co. 

Desiring  to  give  th(»  head  constable  or  the  watch  committee  an  opiwr- 
tunity  of  <lPnying  the  truth  of  my  information,  if  untrue,  I  instructed  my 
solicitor  to  w  rite  to  the  town  clerk.     He  wrote  as  follows : 

"  Liverpool,  Ai)rif  24, 18(13. 

THE  ALEXANDRA. 

"  Dear  Sir  :  From  information  which  has  reached  the  American  coa- 
sid,  he  has  reason  to  bcdieve  tluit  tlu^  watch  committee  of  the  town  coun- 
cil, or  some  nuMubers  of  that  committee,  have  required  that  the  circaifr 
stances  which  have  ccmie  to  the  knowledge  of  the  detective  officer, 
employed  by  the  mayor  at  the  instance  of  the  home  secretary  to  inquire 
into  this  ciise,  should  be  communicated  to  them,  and  that  such  cireuja- 
stances  have  been  communicated  accordingly. 

"  On  behalf  of  the  American  (consul  we  beg  resi>ectfully  to  inquire 
whether  there  is  any,  and  what,  founchition  for  the  above  statement. 
"  We  are  yours,  tndv, 

"DUNCAN,  SQUAREY&  BLACKMORK 

"  Wm.  Suuttlewortii,  Es(|.,  Totm  iJlerk,'^ 


"  Town  Hall,  Liverpool,  April  25,  \m. 

THE   ALEXANDRA. 

"  Dear  Sirs  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  stating 
that  'fnmi  information  which  has  reached  the  American  consul,  he  haft 
reason  to  believe  that  the  watch  committee  of  the  town  council,  or  some 
members  of  that  committee,  have  required  that  the  circumstances  wbiA 
have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  detective  oflic^^^T  employed  hythe 
mayor  at  the  instance  of  tlie  home  s(»cretary  to  inquire  into  this  case 
to  be  confmunicated  to  them,  and  that  such  ciicumstances  have  Ih«o 
communicated  accordingly,  and  that  you  are  requestetl  on  behalf  of  tb« 
American  consul  to  inquire  whether  there  is  any,  and  what,  foundatirt* 
for  the.above  statement ;'  as  neither  tlu^  watch  committ«e^  a«  a  body,  ^ 
the  members  composing  it,  are  responsible  to  the  American  consul  fc' 
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r  proceedings,  I  decline  to  «::ive  anv  answer  to  voiir  iuciniry  on  bis 
ilf. 

"  Yours,  truly, 

''  \VM.  SITUTTLEWOKTir, 

Town  Clerl'. 
^lessrs.  DiTNCAN,  Sqi  auey  &  Blackmore.  " 

ins  the  matter  rt»st8  at  i)re>w»nt,  and  I  <U'ein  it  niy  duty  to  place  the 
e  in  your  hands.     Until  otherwise  instructed  by  you,  I  shall  with- 
any  further  material  information. 
Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  II.  DUDLEY. 
>u.  CiiARLEs  Francis  Adams, 

Unit^l  tStuteft  Mini^iter, 


Mr,  Aduma  to  Mr,  Seward, 

411. J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Limdoii^  Matf  8,  J  803. 

R :  Since  the  dei>arture  of  the  steamer  last  week   I  bave  bad  tlie 
sure  of  receiving  Mr.  Evarts  at  the  legation.     I  have  placed  bim  at 
into  communication  with  all  the  ])artics  hitberto  engaged  on  this 
of  the  water  in  the  preparation  of  evi(b'ncc,  or  in  giving  advice  in 
matter  of  vessels  fitting  out  here  for  tbe  use  of  the  re])els. 
1  the  case  of  the  Alexandra,  1  am  intormed,  tbougb  not  from  any 
ial  source,  that  her  Majesty's  government  bave  eonchided  to  ju'oceed 
le  first  instance  against  the  sbij),  and  not  tbe])ersons.     Tbeciise  has 
I  removed  to  the  court  of  exciiecpn^r,  at  W  estniinster,  and  is  to  !)e 
I  by  a  special  jury  at  some  period  not  yet  tixe*!.     In  a  briel  conver- 
m  I  had  last  evening  with  the  solicitor  general  on  the  subject,  1 
1(1  him  far  from  sanguine  of  succ(»ss  in  tbe  undertaking.     I  ])r(»sume 
rill  not  act.     The  attorney  general   niay.     Tbe  eidistnuMU  law  never 
a  popular  act  here.     And  there  are  so  many  strong  inter(\sts  com 
h1  to  annul  itxS  provisions  that  we  shall  have  to  esteem  ourselves  very 
unate  if  we  can  obtain  a  Jury  fully  disposed  to  (h)  us  justict*. 
he  purchase  of  steamers  for  awount  of  the  rebels  continues  to  an 
raordinary  extent.     I  have  reason  to  believe  that  they  still  contem- 
te  a  possibility  of  some  concerted  operations  of  an  aggressive  char- 
er  to  break  the  blockade,  and  ])ossibly  to  recover  tbeir  foothold  at 
»  Orleans  or  at  the  mouth  of  tbe  ('besapeak(\     Hut  tbe  great  ettort 
iiK|iiestionably  to  forward  sup])lies  of  provisions  and  clothing, 
i^ere  are  rumors  of  another  attempt  at  a  loan.     But  tbe  latest  news 
lot  so  encouraging.     The  present  one  is  barely  able  to  sustain  itself 
b  every  artificial  assistance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  olxMlient  servant, 

'  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Ion.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Slate, 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Extinct.] 

>.81.]  United  States  ( -onsulate,  # 

Liverpool,  May  22,  \m\, 

fa  OGQnectioii  with  these  steamers  and  reports  1  would  mewtvoii  ^ 
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Messrs.  Fawcett,  lM(\ston  &  Co.  have  boon  sending  to  London,  withm  | 
the  i)ast  few  days,  pins,  gun-caiTiaj^es,  .and  equipments  all  coniiAtttfoi 
vessels.     Last  night  some  eighteen  tons  of  shot  for  these  guns  wnvatao 
sent  up  to  London  by  this  firm.     1  have  learned  this  morninjr,  t*ri)mt 
reliable  source,  that  these  guns,  whieh  have  been  tlius  sent,  weiv  imide 
f(U'  the  gunboat  Alexandra.  You  will  re(M>llect  that  it  was  this  s;iinefira 
that  made  the  guns  for  the  ste^amers  Oreto,  now  called  the  Florida,  aiid 
Alabama.     Those  for  the  tirst-named  stt^amer  were  sent  to  West  llartfe- 
jtool,  and  shi])])ed  from  thence  in  the  steamer  Bahama,  and  thusefia 
the  Alabama  to  London,  an<l  there  shipped  on  the  bark  Aggripiua.  1 
am  strongly  of  the  o]»inion  that  thesi*  guns  are  intended  for  s<Mne  privi 
teer,  movst  likelv  one  of  these  verv  vessels.     ♦         ♦         •         •        • 
1  am,  sir,  verv  resi)ect fully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  U.  DUDLEY, 
lion.  William  IT.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State.  ^ 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

I/irerpoolj  June  4,  lS<i3. 

Sir  :  I  have  been  much  astonished  at  a  letter  received  by  ^Ir.  Scjuare 
this  morning  from  Mr.  ilamel,  the  solicitor  of  the  customs,  containin 
this  i)aragrai)h.  After  referring  to  a  consultation  by  the  law  otlicersfl 
the  Crown  In^ld  yestenhiy :  '"  There  is  a  feeling  that  a  want  of  contideue 
is  exhibited  towards  us;  and  at  the  close  of  the  consultation  the  attomej 
general  said,  all  acquiescting,  'you  may  tell  Squarey  that,  unless  Youdj 
and  other  important  witnesses  and  document's  (u*  copies  are  not  scut  to 
liondon  forthwith,  we  will  wash  our  han<ls  of  the  case  altogether;- aw 
I  may  add  that  this  was  said  in  earnest,  so  pray  see  to  it." 

This  is  the  tirst  intimation  that  either  Mr.  Sipiarey  or  myself  havehd 
from  any  of  them  that  they  wanted  the  witnesses  or  doc»uments  at  Lo* 
don.  There  has  been  no  liolding  back  in  any  particular;  sofarfiroi 
this,  we  hfive  rather  antu'ipated  them  in  many  things.  We  have  all  thi 
tinu^  professed  a  willingness  to  do  everything  in  our  power,  and  havi 
atten<led  ui>on  them  in  season  and  out  of  seastm.  The  documents  tbq 
desin^  are  those  from  Ytmng.  When  llamel  was  hei*e  I  off'en»d  tlienii 
but  was  informed  the  government  had  copies,  which  I  knew  to  be  tlw 
case,  for  even  the  i)olicenuin.  Cousins,  had  copies  when  he  e>jdled  oninft 
I  have  directed  Mr.  Scpian^v  to  send  coi)ies  of  these  pajMirs  at  once  tt 
Mr.  ITamel,  and  to  take  up  to  London  all  the  witnesses,  and  shall  to- 
moiTow,  myself,  accompany  Mr.  Y^onng  ui>. 

It  has  been  evident  to  me,  from  the  lirst,  that  the  i)ei*sous  eniployrf 
by  the  government  to  g(»t  this  case  up  went  into  it  with  great  rt^luctance. 
and  were  more  disi)osed  to  g(»t  out  of  it  than  to  prosecute  the  case  and 
condemn  the  vessel,  if  they  could  but  find  some  plausible  pretext  fi» 
getting  out.  They  would  like  to  throw  the  responsibility' ujwn  ns ii 
they  could.  I  am  determined  they  shall  not  do  this,  and  will  follow 
their  biddijig  to  the  letter,  without  regard  to  time  orex[)en8e. 
«    I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H,  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams,  U,  8.  Minuter. 


'4' 
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Jfr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seirard. 

[Extract.] 

fo.  425.]  Legation  of  the  Tmted  States, 

London^  June  5,  1863. 

Sir:  The  case  of  tbe  Alexandra  still  remains  in  suspense.  Tlu^attor- 
ey  general,  in  the  House  of  Connnons  tin*  other  ni«rht,  announced  that 

would  probably  eonieup  for  trial  on  the  l-'ith  instant.  I  am  not  very 
[ixioiis  to  see  it  hastened,  although  the  panic  wliich  it  ocrasione^l  among 
le  rebel  sympathizers  has  almost  passed  away.  Th(\v  are  now  busily 
i^i^ed  in  fitting  out  other  vessels  of  the  same  kin<l.  Although  not 
mguine  of  obtaining  any  satisfactory*  results  from  the  government,  I 
avp  felt  it  my  duty  steadily  to  continue  my  representations  \vheneverl 
lulfl  base  them  on  any  tolerably  sutticient  gnmnds. 

m  •  «  #^#  #  «  «  # 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  ClIAKLES  FKxVNClS  ADAMS.     ' 

lion.  WiLLLOi  H.  Sewakd, 

SecreUiry  of  State. 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr,  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

"Ho,  620.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  June  17,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  5th  of  June  (No.  42.1)  has  been  n^ceived. 
The  several  notes  which  you  have  addressed  to  Karl  liuss(;ll  on  the  sub- 
ject of  hostile  naval  armaments  which  are  being  [)rei>ared  in  British 
Dorts,  copies  of  which  notes  are  ai>pended  to  the  disi)atch,  are  api)roved. 
It  in  a  source  of  profound  regret  that  the  i)rospe(!t  that  these  arnuiment^ 
will  be  prevented  by  her  Majesty's  governmt^nt  is  now  by  no  means  as 
bopeful  as  it  seemed  when  the  oflicers  of  the  Crown  interposed  to  arrest 
tbe  Alexandra. 

I  have  placed  your  dispatch  and  its  accompaniments  in  the  hands  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  the  hope  and  belief  that  he  will  Im*  able  to 
prosecute  tbe  great  work  of  enlarging  our  navy  so  as  to  be  abh*  to  meet 
with  coustautly  augmenting  force  the  increasing  nmnber  of  our  assaU- 
iDt«.  \Miile  we  are  thus  steadily  and  regularly  increasing  our  naval 
defenses,  we  trust  that  her  Majesty's  government  will  abate*  no  eftbrt 
that  it  can  make  to  put  the  auti-foreign  enlistnuMit  laws  of  Great  Ihitiiin 
in  force  against  a  class  of  i)ersons  wliose  ent(»rprises  will,  as  we  feel  as- 
Ktted,  prove  in  the  end  to  be  as  fruitful  of  evils  to  that  country  as  they 
-  are  to  our  own. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  U.  SEWARD. 

Ghables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c£c,  dc.,  ilr.  «• 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  432.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  June  18, 1 
Sir:  •♦♦♦••♦• 
The  trial  of  tin*  Alexandra  is  now  set  down  to  t^ike  plac^  ou  M 
next,  the  22d  instant.  Mr.  Evarts  will  probably  give  you  sueli 
mation,  in  regard  to  the  i)reparation  of  the  case  for  the  pix)secut 
may  dispense  with  the  necessity  of  my  enlarging  upon  it  furtl 
cannot  say  that  my  hopes  of  success  are  very  sanguine.  The  s 
opinion  is  not  such  here,  on  the  question  of  furnishing  assistance 
rebels,  as  to  counteract  the  i)revailing  disinclin<ation  to  carry  mt< 
the  provisions  of  the  enlivstment  law  in  any  ca^iie.  The  predomi 
idea  of  the  commercial  classes  is  trade ;  they  care  not  with  wh 
with  what  consequences,  short  of  absolute  war.  Juries  are,  the 
likely  to  be  slow  to  condemn  any  enterprise  which  is  not  markc 
direct  hostile  act.  The  government  itself  has  too  slight  a  hold 
confidence  of  Parliament,  or  the  classes  that  it  represents,  to  n 
very  strenuous  in  advocating  any  dubious  cause.  For  these  rea 
am  not  ])articularly  confident  of  sucth  a  r(\sult  a«  would  bt*  deci 
the  maintenance  of  cordiality  between  the  countries  in  regard  to 
outfits.  The  gr(»at  issue  that  y(^t  n^mains  will  l>e  upon  the  iron-ch 
sels  building  at  Liverpool  and  Glasgow.  This  will  probably  vx 
somewhere  in  the  month  of  August.  That  it  will  be  materially'  a 
by  the  law  doctrines  ])romulgat(ul  in  the  coui^se  of  the  pending  tr 
scarcely  admit  of  a  doubt.  I  am  glad  to  find  that  Mr.  Kvartu 
without  hopes  of  favorable  results.  A  longer  experience  of  th( 
ency  of  things  in  England  qualifies  mine  very  considerably. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

^  CHARLES  FRAI^CIS  ADA 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

London,  June  24, 18C3 — i  i 

Sir:  I  hasten  to  inform  you  that  the  jury  in  case  of  the  Ales 
have  just  rendered  a  verdict  in  favor  of  the  defendants,  thereby: 
ing  the  vessel.  The  chief  baron  held,  in  liis  charge  to  the  juri 
building  a  vessel  for  a  belligerent  did  not  constitute  an  offense' 
the  statute.  That  the  vessel  must  be  built  and  armed  within  the 
dom.  In  ctise  of  the  Alabama,  he  said  no  offense  had  been  couin 
because  she  was  not  armed  at  Liverpool,  but  at  the  Western  Is 
In  express  words  he  said  they  might  build  ai^  many  war  vessels  a 
please  for  either  of  the  belligerents,  provided  they  did  not  arm  th 
England. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOALAS  H.  DUDL 
Hon.  William  IL  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extratt.] 

,38.]  Legation  of. the  United  States, 

London,  June  2(>,  1803. 

r:  By  tlie  i>rosent  conveyance,  (*oi)ies  of  tlie  newsjiajK'rreiMnt  of  the 
:)f  the  Ah»xan(lra,  as  well  as  of  a  s[)ccial  report  math?  under  the 
:ion  of  Mr.  I>udU\y,  the  (consul  at  Liverpool,  will  bi^  transmitted  to 
Althou<rh  the  result  varies  little  from  my  antieij)ation  of  it  as 
sseil  in  my  No.  432,  yet  some  of  the  details  are  unexi)eeted  and 
ibe<l  niueli  foo<l  for  reflection.  The  presiding!:  jud^e  has  decided 
aiise,  and  that  upon  a  coiistniction  of  the  enlistment  act  which 
«  uothin*^  of  it,  as  a  penal  measure  of  prevention,  but  tlie  name. 
out  the  interposition  of  some  new  barrier,  (Ireat  Britain  mnst,  from 
line,  appear  as  ready  to  fnrnish  the  means  for  any  and  every  enter- 
that  may  be  unch^taken,  within  her  limits,  ai^ainst  nations  with 

I  she  professes  at  the  same  time  to  be  under  the  most  solemn 
j^einents  to  keep  the  peace. 

exceptions  have  been  taken  by  the  government  against  this  ruling, 
ase  will  now  be  carried  u])  to  the  full  bench.  In  case  of  tlnMr  cou- 
ig  it,  I  understand  th(*  intention  to  be  ti>  take  an  appeal  to  the 
e  of  Lords.  Practically,  therefore,  no  change  in  the  relations  of 
jarties  is  likely  to  occur  for  some  months.  The  Ah^xandra  will 
in  under  interdict,  and  there  will  be  no  n^laxation  of  the  elforts  to 
L  the  [)rogress  of  the  steamers  yet  building.     This  will  furnish  a 

II  delay,  as  well  to  consider  the  j)recis(»  i)osition  in  which  the  two 
tries  are  now  i)lac(Hl  relatively  to  ea(*h  other  as  to  mature  the  policy 
li  it  will  be  deemed  ])ropcr  to  adopt  to  meet  the  emergency. 
»viously  the  tirst  idea  is,  that  the  obligations  upon  the  two  nations 
fipird  to  lUMitrality  arc  not  h^ft  recipro4*al,  as  they  should  be.  Whilst 
United  States  <*xecute  the  law  enacted  to  make  them  good,  (Ireat 
lin  practically  invalidates  them  by  raising  uj)  a  judicial  constructioji 
h  annuls  its  own  statute  designed  to  the  same  end.  One  of  two 
i*<piences  would  seem  n<M*essarily  to  follow:  either  (Ireat  Britain  nuist 
|fosc  a  new  and  more  effective  remedy,  or  else  the  United  States 
:  withdraw  theirs,  at  least  so  far  as  it  may  ai)i>ly  to  (Ireat  Britain, 
le  latter  country  be  content  to  abide  by  this  arrangement,  1  am  not 
?  siuv  that  we  should  be  the  tirst  to  comijlain.  In  the  long  run  she 
rpiite  as  much  to  h)se  by  lax  morality  on  the  ocean  as  any  nation, 
duty  is,  liowever,  not  the  less  incumbent  to  for<*e  her  to  accept  the 
%  and  to  place  on  record  (»ither  her  a(*knowledgment  of  her  inter- 
oual  obligations,  or  her  release  of  other  nations  from  the  necessity 
}8ervance  of  the  same  towards  herself. 
ie  next  i)oint  naturally  relates  to  the  consideration'of  j^roper  meas- 

to  meet  the  difliculties  that  must  ensue  from  any  adverse  position 
may  lx»  taken  by  Great  Britain.  In  the  i)res(Mit  state  of  feeling  here 
ng  the  commercial  classes,  it  is  not  to  be  <loubted  that  all  possible 
iitie»  wouhl  be  readily  furnished  for  waging  an  elective  and  exter- 
ating  war  u])0u  our  commerce  from  British  ports.  The  vessels  now 
cling  would  be  sent  forth,  and  new  ones  started.  All  of  them  would 
irmwl  and  manned  with  little  further  molestation.  The  eU'ect  would 
tjely  fail  to  b(^  to  protract  the  war  indeiinitcly — pi'rhapsevcn  to  turn 
scjileon  the  side  of  the  rebels.  Tin*  only  practicable  mode  of  deter- 
(  persons  from  such  i)roJiM*ts  would  seem  to  be  not  so  much  a  decla- 
wi  ot'  hostile  intentions  as  promi>t  preparation  on  the  oceau  to  e\iw^ 

19  A  C — TOL.  n  ^ 
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the  tendency'  in  its  oonimeneeinent.    It  is  iniieh  to  be  re«]^»tted  thiki 
already  three  armed  vesst^ls  are  combining  their  operations  to  annoy  Vi! 
and  as  yet,  it  must  be  confessed,  with  the  appe^rantje  of  perfect  im^* 
nity.    The  hoi)e  of  ultimately  concentrating  such  a  force  as  may  stnloi] 
a  sudden  and  effective  blow  on  some  weak  point  in  our  coa^t  is  not 
abandoned.     I  lear  that  we  may  have  been  turning  our  attention 
exclusively  to  the  preparation  of  unsea worthy  vessels  to  be  in  a  condi- 
tion to  face  this  new  danger.     What  we  now  need  is  swift,  and  sti 
ships  of  war  on  tin*  ocean.    That  the  Americans  cannot,  if  they  ploMe^l 
make  these  as  effective  in  every  way  as  auN  that  may  be  constructe^l  ir 
this  island,  I  should  be  slow  to  believe.    The  very  i)resence  of  such  it 
proper  force,  and  commanded  by  competent  ofticei'S,  in  the  waters 
Europe,  would  be  more  likely  to  be  the  means  of  i)reserving  the 
in  the  contingency  now  ai)prehended   than  all  other  exiKnlicnts  , 
together.     1  trust  that  before  the  period  shall  come  round  lor  action' 

may  be  found  in  a  condition  to  take  it  with  effect. 

«  •  •  «  •  » 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRAXCIS  ADAM& 
Hon.  WiLLiiUi  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  official  report  of  the  Alexandra  jury  trial  see  Parliamentary 
Jndicial  Appendix,  No.  15.J 


A[r.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  G51.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  11, 18(53. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  2Gth  of  June  (No.  438)  has  been  receive^j 
together  with  threes  paper  books  containing  a  report  of  the  trial  of 
Alexandra. 

In  giving  you  the  President's  ^i(»ws  in  n^gard  to  that  ease,  and 
questions  depending  upon  it,  I  labor  under  some  end)arrassnient, 
ing  from  an  iguorance  of  what  may  have  occurred  in  Eur«)pe  since 
date  of  your  dispatch.  It  is  knAwn  here  that  at  that  time  a  nioven 
in  the  House  of  Commons  demanding  a  recognition  of  the  insurgents 
her  Majesty's  government  was  set  down  for  the  3()th  of  June,  andtl  ^ 
you  were  not  altogether  without  ai)i)rehensiou  that  the  movement,  aided^ 
by  a  moral  effect  of  the  verdict  in  the  case  of  Alexandra,  and  backed  lif  j 
a  supposed  patronage  in  France,  might  i)revail.  Secondly,  we  havenol.'^ 
altogether  been  abhi  to  disregard  the  rumors  of  a  design  of  the  Eniiienf 
of  France  to  recognize  the  insurgents,  with  or  without  the  concnrreooii 
of  the  govei^ment  of  Great  Britain.  Thirdly,  that  movement  was  to  bi- 
based  u])on  the  ground  of  the  demonstrated  failure  of  the  armies  of  fl»| 
Union ;  but  whih»  it  was  going  on,  those  armies  have  acliieveti  vietortall 
which  liere  are  regarded  as  warranting  an  exi)ectation  of  a  compMi'j 
and  rapid  extinguishment  of  the  insurrection.  These  brilliant  ani^ 
im])ortant  vi(*tories,  however,  are  as  yet  unknown  in  Europe. 

Under  these  circumstances,  1  shall  assume  that  no  act  has  been  d€B*-i 
by  the  government  of  France  or  by  the  government  of  Great  BritMirj 
especially  by  the  latter,  to  change  the  relations  that  have  heretofint,^ 
existed  between  those  countries,  n^spectively,  and  the  United  SdUttk^ 
and  I  shall  confme  myself  to  the  duty  of  explaining  frankly  the  opiiiMMtl 
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'the  President,  and  the  policy  whieli  he  will  pursue  in  re<?ardti)  uiari- 
iie  questions  iu  view  of  the  result  in  the  ease  of  the  Alexandra. 
Firnf.  You  are  authorized  and  expected  to  assure  Earl  llusstjll  that 
18  fcovernnieut  is  entirely  satisfied  that  her  Majesty's  j^fovernnient  have 
Qfliicted  the  proceedings  in  that  case  with  pertWrt  p)od  faith  and 
nor,  and  that  they  are  well  disi)osed  to  prevent  the  fitting  out  of 
uwl  vessels  in  British  ports  to  depredate  upon  Anierioan  commerce 
d  to  make  war  apiinst  the  United  States. 

Secondly.  This  government  is  satistied  that  the  law  otlicers  of  the 
own  have  jierfonned  their  duties  in  re*^ard  to  the  case  of  the  Alexandra 
th  a  sincere  conviction  of  the  ade(pnuy  of  the  law  of  (ireat  J>ritaiu 
d  a  sincere  desire  to  give  it  effect. 

Thirdly,  The  government  of  the  United  States  does  not  descend  to 
quiiv  whether  the  jury  in  the  case  w(*reor  wen*  not  impartial.  It  wil- 
igly  believes  they  were  so,  and  it  accei)ts  the  start*ment  math*  with  so 
uch  unanimity  by -all  the  reporters  of  tin*  case,  that  the  ju<lge  who  pre- 
leil  at  the  trial  made  the  bench  responsible  for  the  verdict  by  tiie  bold- 
'ss  and  directness  of  his  rulings  against  the  prosecution. 
Fourthly.  Great  Britain  being  a  free  ami  constitutional  country,  and 
le  ]>rcweedings  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra  having  been  thus  far  con- 
icted  by  the  government  in  good  faith  an<l  according  to  law,  the  United 
tares  would  not  be  justitied  in  deeming  the  verdict  rendered  by  the 
iry  a  cause  of  natuuud  com])laint,  lu-ovided  that  the  government  jjrose- 
ites  an  ai»i)eal  to  the  higher  courts  until  it  be  determined  in  the  court 
r  last  resort  whether  the  law  is  adecpnite  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
entrality  which  her  Majesty  has  ])roclaimed,  and  provided  also  that  in 
tie  na^afi  time  the  Alexandra  and  other  vessels  whicih  may  be  found 
iolating  or  preparing  to  violate  the  law  be  prevented,  so  far  as  the  law 
lay  allow,  from  leaving  British  ports  to  prosecute  their  work  of  <h*vas- 
ation. 

The  President  is  not  prepared  to  believ(»  that  the  judiciary  of  (Ireat 
iritain  will,  with  well-consiilered  judgment,  render  nugatory  and  void 
krtatute  of  the  realm  which,  with  its  counterpart  in  our  own  legislation, 
ia9  hitheito  been  regarded  by  both  nations  as  a  guarantee  of  that 
■ntual  forbearance  which  is  so  essential  to  the  preservation  of  ])eaceand 
Uenc^hip.  Nor  shall  I  humr  the  hazard  of  producing  irritation  on 
Bther  side  of  the  ocean  by  criticising  the  reasoning  by  which  the  learned 
indge  who  tried  the  case  of  the  Ah'xandra  justitied  his  conchisions 
themm,  or  by  which  that  ])ortion  of  the  British  press  which  ai>proves 
tbe  verdict  labors  to  defend  it. 

It  would  be  very  gratifying  to  me  if  I  wen^  allowed  to  rest  here.  But 
the  iH)sition  in  which  the  case  of  tlie  Alexandra  is  left  by  the  re(;ent 
trial  renders  it  necessary  to  contemplate  a  possible  atlirmatio]i  of  the 
nlings  of  the  chief  baron  in  the  court  of  dernier  resort.  You  are  entitled 
to  know,  and  it  seems  proper  that  you  should  be  able  te  conununicate  to 
ier  Majesty's  government,  the  views  which  the  President  has  taken  of 
the  rights  and  duties  of  this  goverinnent  in  that  unlooked  tor  and  (hn^jdy 
tol)edepn*eated  event.  I  trust  that  I  shall  be  able  to  exi)ress  those 
couvictions  irahnly  and  dispassionately  witiiout  wounding  the  just  self- 
ff«{m*t  of  her  Majesty's  government.  If  the  rulings  of  the  chief  baron 
rfthe  exchecpier  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra  shall  be  aftirmed  so  as  to 
l^fu^te  the  action  of  her  Majesty's  government,  the  President  will,  as  he 
fliinkft,  be  left  to  understand  that  there  is  no  law  in  Great  Britain  which 
Will  be  effective  to  preserve  mutual  relations  of  forbearaiu*e  between 
tke  mbjects  of  ber  Majesty  and  the  government  and  ])(H)ple  of  the  United 
Btaies  Id  the  only  i>oiut  where  they  are  exposed  to  infraction.     T\i"^ 
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tittiiifi*  out  ot'tho  Alabama  and  tlio  Florida,  as  w<»ll  as  of  the  Al(»^;^!u\ra, 
will  thus  ivceivt'  the  sanction  of  tho  government,  and  th(5  I'^nited  8tat« 
will  be  without  any  guarantee  whatever  a«rainst  the  indiseriniinate  and 
unUmited  emi)loyment  ol'eai)ital,  industry,  and  skill  by  British  suhji^cU, 
in  buildin]u^  arminjr,  eciuippin*?,  and  sendin*^:  l(u*th  ships  of  war  irfflft 
British  ports  to  make  war  a*^ainst  the  United  States. 

I  ]iiay  safely  protest, in  behalf  4»f  the  United  States,apunst  the  assump- 
tion of  that  position  by  the  British  nation,  beeaiise  this  goA'ernmeDlj 
with  a  statute  exaetly  simdar  to  that  of  (xreat  Britain,  does  eonstant^ 
hold  itself  al)h»  and  bound  to  i)revent  such  injuries  to  Cheat  Bntaio. 
The  President  thinks  it  not  inii>roi)er  to  su^^est  for  the  (ton  side  rat  iouilf; 
her  Majesty's  government  tin*  (piestion  whether,  on  a])iMnil  to  be  m 
by  them,  Parliament  mi^ht  not  think  it  just  and  expedient  to  amend 
existing  statute  in  sueh  a  way  as  to  efl'eet  what  the  two  goverm]ieii|| 
actually  believe  it  ought  now  to  accomplish.  In  case  of  such  an  appcil 
the  President  would  not  hesitate  to  a])ply  to  Congress  for  an  e<piiviil«it 
amendment  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  if  her  Majesty's  g(»veniuiefll 
shouhl  desire  such  a  proceeding,  altluuigh  here  such  an  anu*nduK'Utii 
not  deemed  necessary. 

If  the  law  of  Great  Britain  must  be  left  without  ameuilnient,  aiidbt 
construed  by  the  governnn^nt  in  conformity  with  the  rulings  of  the  clurf 
baron  of  tin*  excluMpier,  then  thert^  will  be  left  for  the  United  iStatesui 
alteinative  but  to  protect  themselves  and  their  comnn^rce  against  arineli 
cruisers  i)roc(V(nng  from  British  j)orts  as  against  the  naval  forc<*sufi 
j)u!)lic  enemy;  and  also  to  claim  and  insist  upon  indemnities  for  Ihe  injo-, 
ries  which  all  such  expeditions  have  hitherto  committed  or  sliail  \witf 
after  commit  against   tlie  governm<'nt  ami  the  citizens  of  the  Uuitrf 
States.     To  this  end  this  government  is  now  preparing  a  naval  forrt 
with    the  utmost  vigor;  and  if  the  national  navy,  whicli  it  is  rapidlj 
(Mvating,  shall    not   hv  suftici(*nt  for  the  enuTgency,   then  the   United 
Stat<'s  must  bring  into  emi)loyment  such  ]U'ivate  anned  naval  tbrcesaa^ 
the  mei'cantih*  marine  siiall  atford.      Britisii   p<uts,  domestic  as  well  aij 
colonial,  are  now  oj)en,  under  certain  n\strictions,  to  the  visits  of  pirj(i-j 
cal  vcss(»ls,  and  not  only  furnish  them  coals,  provisions,  and  repairs,  but^ 
even  receive  tlteir  j)risoners  wiien  the  enemies  of  the  United  Stat<*s«)ma' 
in  to  obtain  such  relief  fnun  voyages  in  which  they  have  either  hnniad 
ships  thry  have  captured,  or  have  even   manned  and  anned  thoui  il 
jurates  and  sent  them  abroad  as  auxiliaries  in  the  work  of  (k'strnctioB. 
Uan  it  be  an  occasion  for  either  surprise*  or  complaint  that  if  this  <M>mli- 
turn  of  things  is  to  i-emain  and  n^'cive  the  deliberate  sanction  of  thcMt- 
ish  government,  the  navy  of  the  United  States  will  receive  instructions  to 
pursue  these  eiiemies  into  the  i)orts  which  thus,  in  violation  of  the  law 
of  nations  and  the  (d)ligations  of  ju'utrality,  become  harboi-s  for  the 
piiates  ?    Th(»  President  very  <listin(*tly  perceives  the  risks  an<l  h;iz;inl« 
wlii(*h  a  naval  contlict  thus  maintained  will  bring  to  the  cimimenr  and 
ev(Mi  to  the  i»eac(^  of  th(^  two  countries.      But  he  is  obliged  to  considff 
that  in  the  case  sup])osed  the  (h'struction  of  our  commerce  will  prolwW.v 
auiount  to  a  naval  war  waged  by  a  i)ortion  at  least  of  the  Britisii  nati<« 
against  the  government  and  i)eople  of  the  United  States — ji  WJU'tole^ 
ated  although  not  (h»clared  or  avowed  by  the  British  governiiuMit.   H 
through  the  necessary  emjdoyment  of  all  our  means  of  national  defeiu*? 
such  a  j)artial  war  shall  bec(une  a  gc^u'ral  one  between  the  two  iiati(H»s, 
the   Pn»si(hMit  thinks  that  the  responsibility  for  that  painful  result *ilj 
not  fall  up'Ui  the  United  vStat(  .\ 

In  stating  thus  frankly  the  vi4»ws  of  this  government,  it  i8proi>erfi» 
jne  to  add  that  it  is  not  the  Pr^*sident's  i)urpose  to  ivsoit  to  theuitnWP' 
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isary  inc^asures  of  defense  to  which  I  have  referred,  iiiih\ss  they  shidl 
e  renileriMl  neeessiiry  by  a  final  decision  of  the  Hritish  government  that 
;  cnnnot  and  will  not  interfere  to  restrain  the  hostilities  which  are  now 
pprebeiuled  ;  nor  will  I  allow  myself  to  snppose  that  her  Majesty's  j^ov- 
mmcnt  will  for  a  moment  conceive  that  anything  1  have  written  npon 
bis  point  is  written  in  a  spirit  of  mere  denronstration ;  <ni  the  contrary, 
rhile  the  x>acific  and  friendly  disposition  of  her  Ihitannic  Majesty's  ^^ov- 
mnient  is  fully  appreciated  and  rclie^l  n])oii,  it  is  w(*ll  inidcrstoo<l  that 
hat  irovennnent  is  the  last  one  in  the  world  to  yield  to  vehemence  what 
mnut  be  conceded  in  eipiity  and  just iee.  So,  on  tln^  other  hand,  it 
flight  to  be  nnderstood  that  the  United  States,  if  they  .conhl  ever  he 
Hresiiniptnons,  are  sntliciently  chastened  already  hy  the  sconr^^c  of  civd 
mr  to  seek  iK*ace  andfriendshi])  with  (Jreat  JJritain  and  all  other  nations 
ihnm^b  any  concession  that  is  compatible  with  theji>ermanent  interests 
vf  Bsitioual  life  and  honor. 

For  vour  own  information,  and  to  enable  von  to  maintain  the  national 

dghts  and  interests  with  your  accustomed  firmness,  J  hav(»  the  ])leasure 

xf  statin*^  that  our  naval  force  is  steadily  and  rajMdly  increasing;;.      The 

navy  has  already  in  actual  service  tbrty-four  thousaiKl  men.   New,  better, 

Ud  more  ett'ective  steamshi])S — ironclads,  as  W4'll  as  others — are  coming 

fkoni  the  d(K!ks:  and  we  do  not  distrust  our  ai)ilitv  to  defend  oiuselves 

biour  harbors  and  on  the  high  seas,  even  if  we  nuist  unhai)])ily  be  i)re- 

tipitated,  tlirough  injustice  in  Euroi>e,  into  a  foreij^n  war.      Th(*  fall  of 

^icksbnrg  releases  a  larjEje  naval  force  for  etfective  service,  while  the 

fce  navigation  of  the  Mississipi)i,  now  immediately  expected,  will  rest(U-e 

"to  as  our  accustomed  facilities  for  foreign  confiict.    The  same  great  event 

ariieves   the  army  of   (reneral   Grant,  which    numbers   one    hundred 

"ttoiisinid  men,  fi'om  the  labors  Jind  fatigues  of  a  siege,  and  giv(ss  us 

Vovable  columns  for  uncompleted  i)uri)os(\s  of  the  war.     The  (!ai)ture  of 

Ticksburg,  the  (K'cupation  of  Tullahoma,  and  the  defeat   of  the  insur- 

fents  in   Pennsylvania   are  the  a^'hievements  of  the  campaign  which 

iras  proposed  in  the  last  autumn.     Th(^  army  which  has]>erformed  them 

bKtill  strong  and  etfective.    It  will  now  be  re-entbn*ed,  easily  an<l  <*heer- 

toy.  by  the  peoi)le  with  an  addition  of  three*  huiulred  thousand  men. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  insurgents  have  within  the  last  month  sustained 

•iiaggr(^gate*loss  of  fifty  thousand  men,  which    I  think  it  will  be  very 

iiffieiilt,  if  not  impossible,  to  replace;  and  without  their  being  re])laced, 

fteir  military  strength  can  hardly  be  deemed  permanently  formidable. 

I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  n.  SEWAUl). 

Charles  Fra>xis  Adams,  Escj.,  dr.,  dr.,  dr. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

J^fK4i>5.1  Legation  of  tue  Unitkd  Statks, 

London,  July 'M,  18(5;}. 

With  regard  to  the  matters  contained  in  your  very  important  dis|)at<'h 
TSo. 651,  of  the  11th  instant,  I  need  not  say  how  nnuh  I  am  impr(\ssed 
^ththe  weight  of  the  argument  and  the  dignity  of  the  remonstrance 
ttcontahis.  But  on  reflecting  upon  the  i)recise  situation  in  which  things 
have  been  left  at  the  close  of  the  session  of  rarliuuient,  the  effecA  oli  Vailvi^ 
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events  in  America,  the  remonstrance  already  put  in  by  myself  agaiittt 
the  outfit  of  the  iron-claiis  at  Liverpool,  and  the  determination  eviiieel 
by  the  ministry  to  cany  the  question  involved  in  the  case  of  the  A^ 
andra  through  all  the  forms  of  appeal  to  the  highest  court,  necessa: 
causing  a  long  interval  of  delay  before  a  final  decision  can  be  reachefij 
I  am  inclined  to  the  belief  that  the  present  is  not  by  any  means  m 
opportune  moment  to  press  the  subject  ftirther.  You  could  not  hat« 
foreseen,  at  the  time  of  writing,  the  favorable  turn  which  affairs  hafl. 
sincje  taken,  in  consequence  of  which  the  threatening  api>earanott 
which  you  were  contemi)lating  have,  at  least  for  the  time,  pas^sed  airay» 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  shall  so  far  venture  upon  exercising  a  dis- 
cretion»iin  the  ])remises  as  to  postpone  any  communication  of  yomrvie 
to  Lord  Russell  until  either  there  shall  spring  up  a  fresh  cause  for  nn 
ness,  or  you  shall,  after  gaining  a  ^iew  of  the  precise  state  of  the 
give  me  further  instnictions  to  i)roceed  at  om.'e. 

It  may  be  as  well  to  observe,  furthermore,  that  this  period  of  gei 
disi)ersion  of  people  in  authority,  when  even  her  Majesty  is  on  the  eve 
an  absence  in  Germany,  is  not  propitious  to  the  discussion  of  so  grave 
topic. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Xo.  677.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingt4>ny  August  13,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  disj^atch  of  the  31st  ultimo,  No.  465,  has  been  received. 
With  reference  to  instructions  Xo.  651,  of  the  11th  July,  upon  the  case 
of  the  Alexandra  and  the  questions  involved  therein,  I  have  to  ohseme 
that  you  will  have  learned  that  I  regarded  your  previous  communicatioD 
to  Earl  Russell  on  the  subject  as  an  execution  of  m^*  instructions  by  way 
of  anticipation.  The  case  is  relieved  also  by  the  hopes  you  authorize  me  j 
to  indulge  in  regard  to  the  holding  of  the  v(»ssels  until  the  decision  as 
to  the  Alexandra.  You  will  exercise  your  discretion  concerning  the 
matter. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  etc,  cfcc,  cfco. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Xo.  532.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Landwij  November  6, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  the  Morning  Post,  which 
contain  reports  of  the  ])roceedings  thus  far,  in  the  court  of  exchaqnenon 
the  case  of  the  Alexandra,  on  the  question  of  an  appeal  firomtherauniff 
of  the  chief  baron  at  the  trial  held  last  spring.  It  now  appears  that thiA 
chief  baron  declines  to  sign  a  bill  of  exceptions,  because  it  imputefl  to 
him  certain  legal  declarations  which  he  never  made,  and  objects  to  hii^ 
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lat  he  did  not  give  instructions  whi(*h  be  avers  were  the  very  ones  lie 
d  give.  As  a  conseciuenws  a  technicral  barrier  was  at  once  raised 
gainst  further  o|>eratioiis,  which  i)roved  so  <litticult  to  remove  that  re- 
rt  was  hually  had  to  the  extraordinary  step  of  creatinjr  a  now  nUe  for 
e  purpose  of  admitting  a  motion  on  the  part  of  the  government.  Thus 
r  the  new  attorney  general  seems  to  have  succee<hHl  m  forcing  his  way 
it  of  this  court.  But  he  has  yet  some  further  ditticulties  to  overcome 
rfore  he  can  get  into  the  exche(iaer  chamber,  whicii,  from  tiie  intima- 
ms  made  at  the  opening,  woukl  seem  to  be  fully  [)n»paie(l  to  receive 
m. 

The  course  of  the  chief  baron  on  this  occasion  has  given  ris(»  to  quite 
^much  remark  in  lU'ofcssional  circh\s  as  it  did  at  the  time  of  tl|/L*  trial. 
erhaps  the  most  hingular  part  of  it  is  the  intimation  given  tiiat  he  had 
ien  assimihiting  his  doctrine  to  that  which  he  supposed  to  have  been 
mouueed  by  the  first  minister  of  the  Crown  in  the  Ihmseof  (\mimons. 
lie  tendency  of  the  biMich  in  Great  Britain  to  do  this  has  not  l)ecn 
together  unobserved  in  the  i)rior  history  of  tlie  country,  but  1  am  not 
rare  that  it  ever  was  so  candidly  disclosed  l)efiue. 
The  cliange  that  has  l)een  madt*  in  tlie  legal  advisers  of  the  Crown  is 
ade  sufficiently  i)erceptible  in  these  proceedings. 
I  am  now  rather  hoi)eful  of  a  better  linal  result  than  I  was  in  the 
■ring.  There  has  been  a  marked  alt(*ration  in  the  tone  of  the  leading 
•wsi>aiK*rs,  which  will  not  fail  to  ])roduce  its  eftecton  the  classes  which 
ey  i-each.  A  co])y  of  the  Globe  of  the  4th  instant,  containing  a  leader 
I  the  Hubject,  is  herewith  transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

^  ClIAKLES  FKAXCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

/Secretary  of  State. 

[For  official  report  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appendix,  No.  15.J 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr»  Setcard, 

So.  542.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  Xovember  20,  18C3. 

Sir:  Thus  far  the  progress  made  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra  has 
been  slow.  The  lawyers  engaged  in  the  defense  have  consunuHl  all  the 
time  down  to  a  late  hour  yesterday,  when  the  attorne,v  general  commenced 
an  arjjunuMit  in  favor  of  his  motion.  I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  the 
London  Times,  containing  a  report  of  the  trial  so  far  as  it  has  gone.  It 
i8e\ideutly  much  abbreviated,  but  it  will  suffice  to  give  you  an  idea  of 
tlie  character  of  the  proccMnlings. 

I  luive  the  honcu*  to  be,  sir,  vour  ob4Mlient  servant, 

*  CHAliLES  FHANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 

[For  official  rei)oi1:  of  the  Alexandra  tiial  see  Parlianu^ntary  and  Ju- 
dWal  Appendix,  No.  lo.] 
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Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  763.J  Depaetmi:nt  of  State, 

WaMngton,  Norember  20,  IS 

Sir:  Your  (lisi>ati*li  of  November  6  (No.  532)'lins  been  n^e<ivei1 
informs  me  of  the  ])roeee<lin^8  \vhi(*h  have  recently  taken  phiee  ii 
ease  of  the  Alexanch'a  b(»tbr(»  (lie  conrt  of  exchequer. 

It  is  an  occasion  of  sincere  satisfaction  to  tind  that  the  interpret 
which  was  given  to  municii)al  and  international  laws  on  the  fonnei 
of  the  case  is  deemed  to  recpiire  judicial  reconsidenUion.     If  that 
pretation  should  be  left  to  i^nide  the  courts  in  (jreat  Britain  an 
Ameriown  jnovinces,  and  should  further  come  to  be  acce[)ted  as  a 
to  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  then  1  think  no  one  could  reas<» 
exiK^ct  that  the  conflicts  which  would  unavoidably  arise  between  t\ 
nations  could  be  settled  by  the  ordinary  peaceful  proc(\sses  of  con 
cabinets.    This  government  knows  no  interest  and  no  motive  that 
not  prompt  to  the  i)reservation  of  i>eace  and  friendsliii)  with 
Britain. 

I  am,  sir,  vour  obedi«Mit  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  8i:\VA 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cOc,  lOc,  dc 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.] 

No.  545.J  Lecjation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  Xorember  1*7,  J 

Sir  :*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  newspa]K*r  report  of  tho^ remain 
the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra.  No  decision  hasyc 
annouiu'cd  from  the  court.  It*  it  should  be  unfavorable  to  the  n] 
it  is  understood  that  the  government  will  take  an  ai)p<»al  to  the  1 
court.  Tin*  earnestness  and  vigor  displayed  by  tin*  law  <>rti(*ei-s  ' 
Crown  in  the  ])rosecution  of  this  case  on  the  lU'c-scnt  oiM^asion 
nothing  to  be  desired.     It  gives  me  pleasiu'e  to  be  able  to  lx*ar  thi 

timony  at  last. 

«  *  *  #  «  t 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  olxMlient  servant, 

'  CIlxVKLES  FBANCIS  ADA: 
Hon.  William  IL  Seward, 

Secretary  of  iState. 

[For  official  report  of  the  Alexandra  trial  see  Parliamentary  aii 
dicial  Api)endix,  Xo.  15.J 


Mr.  Adamn  to  Mr.  Seward. 

1^0.  575.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  January  15, 1^ 

Sir  :  I  was  very  glad  to  receive  a  visit  on  Sunday  evening  last 

Mr.  Evarts,  who  had  just  arrived  in  London  fnmi  America,  in  the  Sti 

Au8trala«(ian.    He  came  just  in  time  for  the  decision  of  tlie  coi 

j^chequer  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra,  which  was  delivered  on 
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day.  The  opinions  of  the  four  judjtj^es  were  read  Heriatim.  A  eo[)y  of 
the  rejiort  in  the  Times  has  been  ahe<ady  transmitted  to  you  from  this 
legation.  The  result  is  as  1  have  aheady  hinte<l  to  you  it  was  lilcely  to 
be.  There  had  lK*en  some  ex[»eetation  of  an  a^^reement.  The  faeility 
With  which  the  arran<4:(.'^uent  was  made  for  an  {i4)peal  k^ids  me  to  infer 
ybat  this  was,  on  the  whoh^,  not  unacceptable  to  the  ^ovia-nment.  The 
IMtietieal  eftei-t  of  it  is  to  sus|)end  the  matter  for  some  time  h)n;»('r,  a  re- 
tail not  altogether  disadvanta*;eous.  It  is  impossible  to  deny  that  pub- 
fee  opinion  is  essentially  ehan;;(in<jf  in  regard  to  the  obligation  of  this 
Gantry  to  prevent  tlie  j^^ross  viohitions  of  neutrality  that  hav<'  been  here- 
tofore t4)leratcd.  The  sympatliy  with  the  rebels  is  waning  in  pr()[)ortion 
^  the  eharaeter  of  their  reckless  and  desperate  juoc-erdinji^s  li'eomes 
Irell  understood.  The  speeches  of  members  of  i^irliament  during 
liie  present  season  show  something  of  this.  Those  Uiade  by  Mr.  Massey 
md  Mr.  Buxton  are  more  particularly  deserving  of  attention  on  tliis 
lecount.  Mr.  Foster's  is  in  a  ditferent  style,  but  eipudly  shows  his  sense 
tf  the  altered  as[)ect  of  the  (piestion.     Th(»  understanding  is  gtMieral  that 

0  action  can  possibly  be  ex])ected  in  ParlianuMit.     The  labor  exi>ended 

1  cinmlating  ju'titions  is  now  confined  to  thei)romotion  of  tin*  cessation 
f  hostilities,  and  the  ai>peal  is  i)articularly  addresscMl  to  the  clergy. 
be  threatening  aspect  of  continental  politics  renders  any  more  decided 
>licy  ho[)eh\ss. 

I  perceive  in  the  mnvspapers  a  notice  that  the  case  of  tlie  Pampero, 
Gla.s«»:ow,  is  to  be  soon  brought  into  court. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  ycmr  obedient  servant, 

'  C11AKLE8  FKANCIS  ADAMS, 
lion.  William  II.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

So.  823.]  Department  of  State, 

WafiJdngton^  February  1,  ISO-A. 

HiR:  Your  dispatch  of  January  last  (No.  oTo)  has  been  submitted  to 
tbe  President. 

It  is  supposed  here  that  the  delay  in  the  (!ase  of  the  Alexandra,  which 

results  from  the  <lecision  recently  pronounced,  and   tin*  ap])eal   thereon 

totluM'ouit  of  exehe(pier,  are  reganled  by  \wr  Majesty's  government  as 

.   liot  untavorable  to  the  ])olicy  they  have  adoi)ted  to  pn*vent  the  levying 

of  naval  war  from  Ihitish  pfuts  against  the  (United  Stat<\s.     In  view  of 

tbiseirciimstan<'e  i  forbear  for  the  present  from  making  a  Ibrmab  pro- 

^st  aj^ainst  that  decision. 

I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAllD. 

Chaeles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfc,  cfc,  de. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

^«.o91.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

[  Jjondon^  Fehntary  4,  1864. 

8lE:  The  question  on  the  appeal  from  the  d(»cision  of  the  court  of 
^zcbeqaer  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra  w  ill  come  up  for  consideration 


c  . 
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\m  Saturday  next,  before  the  court  of  exchequer  chamber,  composed  of  ] 
eight  judges,  four  from  the  Queen's  Bench,  ami  four  from  the  court  of  1 
common  pleas.  Mr.  Evarts,  who  has  been  in  Paris  for  a  few  days  ini^ 
will  probably  be  here  in  season  to  watch  the  csise  on  behalf  of  thegoir-  \ 
ernment  and  make  his  report  to  you. 

The  activity  in  sending  out  vessels  to  run  the  blockade  contioM 
though  it  seems  to  be  now  undei'stood  that  a  larger  prnportion  of  eaci 
risk  is  assumed  by  the  rebel  authorities.    It  has  just  been  re|)ort€d  to  , 
me,  from  a  secret  source,  that  a  steamer  called  the  Kangaroo  is  aboil ; 
to  depart,  with  a  <'.onsiderable  nimiber  of  i*ebel  passengers,  includiif ;: 
Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell,  and  a  large  sum  of  money,  but  with  nootha 
fi^eight..    Should  this  prove  to  be  true,  you  will  probably  get  by  tliil  ■ 
steamer  more  exact  information  from  another  source. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sii\  vour  obedient  servant, 

'  CHARLES  FKAXCIS  ADAMa 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretm-y  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

rExtract.] 

1^0.  593.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Tjomion^  February  (>,  1864. 

Sir  :  ♦  ♦  ♦  I  attended  the  session  of  tlie  Doiwe 

of  Lords  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  the  speeches  of  Li>rd  Derby  and 

Lord  Kussell. 

******* 

The  [Queen's]  spee<^h  contains  no  allusion  whatever  to  the  United 
States ;  but  many  references  to  the  subject  were  nmde  in  the  course  of 
the  debates,  principally  by  members  of  the  opposition.  You  will  i>arti& 
ularly  note  that  of  Lord  Derby,  because  it  touches  one  portion  of  your 
instructions  to  me  of  the  lltli  of  July,  (dispatch  No.  651,)  lately  pubhshed 
in  America,  upon  which,  for  reasons  given  at  the  time  to  you,  I  thou^ 
it  best  to  desist  from  acting.  The  actual  temper  towards  us  does  not 
appear  to  be  materially  changed.    It  is  ordy  subdued  by  the  sense  of  • 

more  immediate  and  (langerous  complication.  * 

*  *  *  •  *  *  •         , 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  i 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS.  | 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  j 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  UaiiMinVs  Parlianientar^'  Debates,  vol.  173,  pp.  39, 40. j 

House  of  Lords,  February  4, 186i 

ADDRESS  TO  HER  3IAJESTY  ON  THE  LORDS    GO>tMISSIONERS\SPEBCH. 

The  lords  commissioners'  speech  having  been  reporteil  by  the  lorf 
chancellor 


*  •  •  ' 


The  Earl  of  Derby:  My  lords,         ♦  •  *  :a 

Again,  it  would  appear  that,  notwithstanding  the  concessioiiB  wM* 

the  noble  earl  has  made  to  the  federal  States  of  America,  incarryiDgfl*^ 

what  he  calls  neutrality,  but  what  I  am  afitiid  I  must  caU  one-aided  XM*" 
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«lity,'  he  has  received  from  these  States  not  thanks,  because  T  believe 
lat  papers  which  have  been  hiicl  before  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
low  that  we  were  met  by  demands  and  menaces,  which  1  should  be 
oeh  astonished  if  any  one  calling  himself  a  British  minister  must  not 
ive  felt  a  difficulty  in  receiving,  when  the  dispatches  containing  thcQi 
ere  placed  in  his  hands.  Since  then  we  are  not  only  told  that  the 
merican  government  ^\'ill  hohl  us  reimnsible  for  any  damage  wliicfh  their 
immerce  may  have  sustained  by  the  acts  of  the  Alabama,  but,  if  1  have 
)t  misread  tlie  papers  laid  before  Congress,  they  state  that  if  we  do  not 
it  a  stop  to  the  sale  of  vessels  of  this  kind  in  this  country,  the  result 
list  be  that  the  federal  government  will  take  the  law  into  their  own 
uids;  that  their  cruisers  will  follow  these  vessels  into  Britisli  jjorts, 
lid  will,  in  British  waters,  maintain  their  own  interests.  ]My  lords,  I 
ope  the  noble  earl  will  be  able  to  show  that  he  has  answered  that  dis- 
atch  in  a  manner  which  will  put  an  end  to  such  monstrous  denuinds  for 
le  fiiture.  But  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  last  dispatch  from  Washing- 
)n  was  written  about  August,  and  was  received  here  towards  the  latter 
ad  of  August,  and  early  in  September  the  noble  earl  took  the  strong 
top  of  seizing  the  so-called  confederate  rams  in  the  Mersey  upon  that 
pry  suspicion  as  to  which,  a  year  before,  the  attorney  general  informed 
arliament  that  the  government  would  not  be  warranted  in  interfering. 
Tell,  then,  my  lords,  if  you  have  not  satisfied  the  federals,  neither  have 
}a  satisfied  the  Confedenite  States.         ♦  #  •  ♦ 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

[a  594.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  February  11,  1864. 

As  3Ir.  Evarts  has  not  yet  returned  from  the  continent,  I  have  the 
WDor  to  transmit  copies  of  the  London  Times  of  the  8tli  and  0th  instant, 
containing  a  report  of  the  further  i)roceedings  in  the  case  of  the  Alex- 
iBdra.  It  appears  that  the  government  has  been  again  foiled  in  its  pur- 
pose to  gain  from  the  higher  courts  a  judicial  exposition  of  the  enlist- 
lent  act,  by  the  interposition  of  technical  objections  to  the  process.  I 
hiuk  they  are  by  no  means  insensible  to  the  awkward  position  in  which 
his  difficulty  places  the  country  in  its  relations  with  foreign  nations. 
Dasunich  a^the  majority  of  the  judges,  whilst  declining  to  take  jnris- 
iction  themselves,  left  oi>en  a  way  to  the  transfer  of  the  cpiestion  to  the 
loose  of  liords,  it  is  generally  understood  that  that  course  will  be 
adopted.  Tlie  effect  wiU  be  to  cause  another  delay  for  a  considerable 
ime.  And  this  delay  will,  in  its  turn,  cause  a  postponement  of  any 
ieftnite  action  upon  the  representations  made  by  me  to  this  government 
ander  the  instructions  contained  in  your  disi)atch  (No.  802)  of  the  6th  of 
January.  A  report  of  my  conference  with  Lord  Eussell  on  that  subject 
^tosent  to  you  in  my  dispatch  (No.  584)  of  the  28th  ultimo. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

^  CHARLES  FKaVNCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State.  ♦ 

,[Fop  official  report  of  the  Alexandra  trial  see  Parliamentary  and  Judi- 
**W  Appendix,  No.  15.  For  disj)atch  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams, 
Jfc>.  80e,  Jannary  6, 1864,  see  Vol.  T,  p.  609.  And  for  dispatcli  ixom'MLX. 
AJamg  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  384,  January  28, 1864,  see  Yo\.  1,  p.  'i4t4:.\ 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  505.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  February  11.  1S64. 

^SiR:  Tlio  publicjitioii  of  the  (liploinati<*  papers  annexed  to  tin*  Presi-  : 
dent's  in<'ssa«»:e  has  elieited  niueh  comment  in  Parliament  and  in  the  ^ 
newspajK'rs,  njKm  yonr  instructions  to  me  in  your  No.  (>51.  of  the  11th  g 
of  July  hist,  and  i)articiUarly  that   portion  of  them  which  d«M-hired  the 
intention  of  tlie  <i:overnment,. under  certain  c(mtin}xen<*ies,  to  filter  Eng- 
lish ports  and  seize  obnoxiims  vessels.     In  my  No.  5IKJ,  of  hist  \v(H.»k,I 
pointed  out  to  your  attention  the  observations  of  Lord  I )erby  on  tliat 
subject,  on  the  oi)enin<^  ni^^ht  in  the  Ilouse  of  Lords.     K<Mnarks  of  a  siiiF 
ilar  kind  have  since  l)een  made  in  the  ('ommons.     1  now  transmit*' 
copy  of  the  Times  of  yesterday,  containing;:  a  report  of  the  rei)Ui\s  mads 
by  the  ministry  in  both  houses  to  these  (piestions. 

It  is,  perhai)s,  unfoitunate  that,  wlien  you  decided  on  publishin<r  the*  3 
instructions,  yim  <lid  not  at  the  sanie  time  insert,  at  h»ast,  so  niu<-h  of  ray ' 
No.  4(»5,  of  the  31st  of  July,  as  woukl  liave  exphiined  the  reason  why  they 
were  not  acted  upon  at  the  time  by  me.  For  want  of  tliat  b<rht,  it  iijw 
been  <^enerally  assumed  here  that  I  took  the  responsibility  of  sn[»|n*e.s.H- 
ing  them  altojj^ether  The  inference  is  that  1  assumed  to  Jud;^:^  thfin 
unsuitabh*,  or  else  was  afraid  to  i)resent  them.  In  point  of  fart,  von 
may  reniembc»r  that  on  the  very  same  day  of  their  date  I  liad  antici- 
pated tiiem,  for  the  most  part,  by  pr(\sentin^  t^)  Lord  Itusscll  n  note 
endjraciuj^*  mu(!li  of  the  ar^^uments  contained  in  your  <lis])at<']i.  Thiii 
you  did  nn*  the  lionor  to  notice  in  tlatteriujLC  terms  in  your  hiter  <iisi»at<h,  | 
No.  ()()7,  of  the  L*l)th  of  July.  Th(»  only  question  then  h*ft  o]><*n  was  upon 
the  expe<lhMi(y  of  addressinjj^  a  new  note  to  Lord  Kussell  for  tli<*  sin;;le 
pur[)ose  (»f  introducing  the  i)articular  notiti(*ation  which  has  ^riveu 
rise  to  tin*  i)resent  discussion.  For  the  reasons  <riven  in  my  dispatch 
No.  405,  alrea<ly  referred  to,  I  tliou<^ht  it  inexpedient  at  that  latenio- 
ment  to  reopen  the  subject.  ^ly  intention  then  was  to  i)ostpon<»  it  nntO' 
the  final  answer  should  be  made  to  the  remonstraiu'cs  a*rainst  the 
departure  of  the  ironclads.  But  when  that  moment  anived,  which  wa* 
on  the  reception  of  Lord  KusselTs  note  of  the  1st  of  Septendier,  1  felt» 
fearful  that  the  declaration  of  that  intention  would  close  all  further  ik»- 
sibility  of  preservinjj^  the  peace  between  the  two  countries,  that  I  pre- 
ferred to  take  the  other  c(mrse  indicated  in  my  reply  of  the  5th,  which 
was,  while  intimating  the  strong'  character  of  my  instruct ioj is,  to  i»n)- 
pose  to  await  new  ones  adapte<l  to  the  precise  emerjjency  rather  than  to 
de(*lare  them.  As  matters  actually  turned,  this  proceeding  seems  to 
have  been  fortunat^i ;  for  while  the  general  statiMuent  in  my  note  left 
on  this  <>overnment  the  im[)ression  that  war  mi^ht  be  the  alternative  ii 
eonttMuplation,  the  lan^ua^e  took  no  such  specitic  shape  as  to  <*omi)elit 
to  resent  it  as  a  threat.  Even  as  it  was,  however,  you  may  recollwl 
that  1  have  expressed  to  you  my  rej^ret  at  the  circumstance  that  ny 
note  had  [>ass(Hl  out  of  my  hands  so  innmMliately  before  I  received  liOii 
Russell's  note  of  the  4th,  which  was  then  on  its  way  from  the  ForeigB 
Office,  and  which  prefigured  a  more  auspicious  termiuatiou  of  the  dio-  ; 
pute. 

1  have  g<me  into  this,  perhaps  needless,  exposition  of  the  drcnift- 
staiK'cs  attendin<(  this  affair,  not  because  I  feel  that  it  does  me  auy  J»^ 
ticular  injurv  here.  On  the  contrary,  the  effect  is  to  niise  inv  actKHiW 
the  British  estimation  rather  more  than  it  deserves,  or  1  altogether reW"' 
Nothing  is  more  unsafe  to  a  diplomatic  agent  than  an  approach  to* 

i 
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position  between  two  |?ovornnient«.  Had  this  risk  been  brought 
I  lue  by  any  proceedings  on  this  side,  1  shonkl  feel  anxious  to  do 
thing  at  once  to  restore  matters  to  a  ])roper  footing.  As  it  is,  the 
lent  has  ha])pened  by  reason  of  the  partial  authorized  publication 
e  liuts  in  America.  I  trust  that  there,  at  least,  no  unworthy  infer- 
*  from  the  language*  hckl  here  may  gain  currency  from  the  absen(^ 
planations  on  this  si<le  of  the  water. 

le  incidental  good  ctl*e(*t  of  this  outburst  in  Parliament  is,  that  the 
*ters,  having  been  attacked  u[)on  a  point  iii>on  whicli  tliey  are  able 
ake  a  clear  and  conclusive  rei>iy,  are,  to  a  givat  extt'ut,  relieved 

the  necessity  of  defending  themselves  on  other  matters.  In  com- 
ou  these  appear  trilling.  The  growing  conj])li(*ations  in  (lermany 
t  attention  from  them  more  and  more.  It  is  now  left  scarcely 
tful  that  the  disintegration  of  Denmark  is  the'cardinal  point  of  the 
y  of  the  gieat  jiowers.  Even  if  successful,  it  is  impossible*  that  this 
K'  gained  without  a  severe  shock  to  tlie  future  relations  of  the  gov- 
lents  of  Euroi)e.  Hence  it  is  that  new  views  may  be  taken  here  of 
>ro[)er  c^onduct  towards  America. 
1  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

*  ('J1AKLE8  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
m.  William  IT.  Skwaud, 

Secretary  of  State, 

)r  tlebate  above  referred  to  s(*e  Parliamentary  and  Juelicial  Ai)i)en- 
S'o.  U.S.  For  dispatch  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  No.  (UJT,  July 
•^(^5,  see  subdivision  ''Case  of  the  Lairds'  Ironclads,-' j>avf.  J 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

'}{).]  Department  oe  State, 

WasJun(jtofi,  March  2,  18<u! 

t:  Your   dispatch  of  February  11    (No.  oO."))  has   be(»n   n^ceived, 
her  with  reports  of  the  debate\s  which  havii  been  held  in  Parlia- 

n|K>n  the  condition  of  our  relations  towards  Great  Hritain. 

the  lltli  of  July  last  the  information  which  was  before  this  depart- 

seenied  to  oblige  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  take  into 
•diate  e'onsideration  a  probable  failure  of  all  its  friendly  ai)])eals  to 
dajesty's  government  against  sufVering  a  deeply  concerted  and 
jy  preparing  naval  war  to  be  waged  against  the  United  States 
British  ports  in  Europe  and  xVmerica,  by  British  subje'cts  in  Brit- 
nilt  and  armed  vess<»ls.     Events  which  have  transpired  since  that 

such  as  the  intended  invasion  of  Johnson's  Island  from  Canada, 
ase  of  the  Chesapeake,  the  escape  of  the  itai>paliannock,  the  enlist- 

of  seamen  and  saihns,  the  persistent  proceeelings  in  construction 
linl's  rams  under  false  pretenses  of  foreign  ownershij^,  and  espt»cially 
eiK)it  of  Mallory,  the  pretended  secretary  of  the  navy  of  the  insur- 
»,  have  proved  that  the  crisis  apprehended  in  July  was  not  over- 
rated, nor  t<M>  scHHi  antie'iimted  by  this  de[)artment.  The  govern- 
tof  the  United  States  took  the  subject  into  consideration  with  all 
seriousness  and  anxietv  that  could  not  fail  to  be  awakened  bv  the 
ling  approach  of  a  naval  conflict  with  Creat  Biitain  in  aggravation 
IT  existing  ci^^l  war. 
tie  result  of  this  <leliberation  was  set  down  in  the  <lisi)atch  which  I 

tie  honor  to  address  to  you  on  the  dav  before  mentioned.    That 
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dispatch  was  addressed  to  you  because  the  interests  of  the  goverumeot 
and  people  of  the  United  States  seemed  to  require  that,  as  the  rep» 
sentative  of  the  UnitcMl  States,  charged  with  conduct  of  their  correspoDd- 
ence  with  the  goNXMunu^nt  of  Great  Britain,  you  should  be  fully  informed 
of  the  views  which  had  been  adopted  by  y(mr  o\^ti  government.    At  thai 
fipme  time,  in  this  case,  as  in  all  others,  which  you  are  not  si)eeiaDj 
directed  U^  submit  our  instructions  to  her  Majesty's  government,  it  wii 
left  to  your  own  discretion  to  make  so  much  or  so  little  use  of  the  kuoirt* 
edge  thus  imparted  to  yQu  of  the  views  of  this  government  as  ytm  should 
deem  expedient,  and  to  use  it  in  such  manner  and  at  such  time  iis  should  j 
seem  to  you  best  calculated  to  avert  the  evils  apprehended. 

Nevertheless,  in  communicating  those  views  to  you  I  scTupula 
took  pains  equally  to  leave  no  ground  for  misapprehension  of  t 
directness,  and  to  avoid  expressing  myself  in  any  way  that  could  offi 
the  dignity  or  wound  the  sensibility  of  the  British  govern m«»nt  or 
British  people. 

The  C<mstitution  of  the  United  States  re(;'ilivs  the  President  fi 
time  to  time  to  give  to  Congress  information  concerning  the  state 
the  Union.     In  the  beginning  of  our  government  a  pra<*tice  obtained 
according  to  which  the  President  communicated  this  information,  on 
assembling  of  Congress,  in  a  full  and  (comprehensive  annual  si>eech 
message,  to  which  are  appended  all  the  important  reports  and  doct^^ 
ments  which  have  been  placed  by  the  heads  of  departments  bet'on*  the':; 
President  as  the  sources  and  evidences  of  the  information  to  be  by  IMf. 
Submitted  to  Congress.     It  is  hardly  nccessaiy  to  say  that  the  interdll- 
of  Congress  and  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  thetransju'tionsof' 
the  executive  department,  always  earnest,  became  intensified  with  the 
breaking  out  of  the  civil  war.     Our  foreign  atfairs  have,  even  since  the 
war  began,  been  a  subject  of  anxiety  as  deep  as  that  which  is  telt  m. 
regard  to   military  and   naval   events.     The  government   continually 
dei)ends  upon  the  support  of  Congress  and  the  peo])le,  and  that  supiwrt 
can  be  expected  only  cm  the  condition  of  keeping  them  thoroughly  and 
truthfully  informed  of  the  manner  in  which  the  powers  derived  trom 
them  an^  executed.    Mutual  confidence  in  the  people  and  the  govern- 
ment is  a  condition  of  our  national  life. 

It  has  seemed  to  the  President  more  satisfactory  and  more  in  hiU'inony 
with  our  vigihmce  to  give  to'Congress  the  information  prescribed  hy  the 
Constitution,  with  all  possible  fullness,  at  the  beginning  of  each  mw^ting 
of  Congress,  rather  than  to  await  tlieir  s[)ecial  calls  for  it  in  parti<*iilar 
cases,  as  is  generally  done  in  constitutional  government's  when  the  exe- 
cutive or  its  ministers  hold  seats  in  tlu»  legislature. 

Congress  and  the  country,  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  session,  had 
a  right  to  be  put  fully  in  possession  of  a  complete  history  of  contiictiof 
claims  wliic^h  had  arisen  between  the  United  State**  and  Great  Britaa 
subsequently  to  the  last  preceding  annual  exposition  which  had  been 
submitted  by  the  President.  Th(\v  had  the  same  right  to  sec  my  difr 
patch  to  you  of  the  11th  of  July,  18(>:J,  that  they  had  to  se<*  any  other 
portions  of  the  executive  corresi)ondence  concerning  foreign  affairfc 
This  history  would  be  incomplete  without  that  account.  It  was  thfl 
President's  duty  to  communic^ate  it,  unless  special  reasons  of  a  public 
nature  existed  for  withholding  it.  Only  two  such  special  reasons  could 
be  allowed,  namely:  one,  that  the  [)ublicat ion  would  be  iucompatiUo 
with  the  public  interests  by  aftectiug  a  friendly  negotiation  on  an  excit- 
ing question.  But  the  question  which  had  called  out  this  dispatch  had 
been  for  a  time  put  at  rest,  and  nuitually  satisfactory  i^)>lanad0BS 
between  the  two  governments  had  been  rendered.    The  other  retfs* 
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,  that  the  pablication  iniglit  ^ve  offeuse  to  Great  Britain.  But  the 
iment  was  a  eommniiication  from  this  goveniinent  not  to  lier  Maj- 
's  government,  but  to  its  own  agent.  The  paper  was  believed  to  be 
S8pectfiil  to  the  British  government  as  it  manif(»stly  was  earnest  and 
ere.  On  the  other  hand,  to  withhold  so  important  a  i>ortion  of  tlie 
lutive  coiTespondence  would  have  seemed  to  imply  a  confession  thji^ 
is  inipro]>er  in  itself,  while  to  [)raetic^  reserve  on  so  great  a  (jnestion 
Id  be  liable  to  be  deemed  an  abn  i*  of  the  contiden(;e  which  Congiess 
the  people  had  so  freely  re[>ose(l  in  the  govcTunjent. 
tie  President  now  learns  with  regret  that  British  statesmen,  whose 
ions  he  would  be  the  last  to  undervalue,  have  deelan^d  that  in  their 
^ent  portions  of  that  communication  are  •disn\spectful  and  men- 
g  toward  her  Majesty's  government. 

amity  is  not  only  a  pro[)er  but  (»ven  an  indispensable  element  in 
omatic  intercourse.  A  just  and  enlighted  government  may  readily 
lit,  without  any  sacrifice  of  its  own  self-res])ect,  that  evory  other 
eniment  is  entitled  to  Judg(»  for  itself  what  expressions  occurring  in 
leedful  intercourse  with  foreign  states  are  ex(.'ei)tionable. 
on  are,  therefore,  authorized  to  say  to  Earl  Kuss(»ll  that  nothing 
lacing  or  disrespectful  was  intend(^d  by  any  expression  in  the  dis- 
;h  before  referred  to,  and  that  the  i>aper  is  now  freely  referred  by 

President  to  Earl  Russell's  own  criticism,  with  the  request  that 
itever  expressions  contained  in  it  he  shall  consi<ler  exce[)tionable  be 
med  to  be  hereby  withdrawn,  with  regret  on  tin*  part  of  this  goveni- 
it  that  thosc^  expressions,  although  inadvertently,  had  been  incoqxil^ 
id  in  a  pa])er  the  object  of  which  was  not  to  otl'c»nd,  but  to  remove 

of  the  way  a  stumbling  block  of  national  offense ;  not  to  ]m)voke 
',  but  to  secure  i>eace  and  restore  harmony  bet wei^n  Grc^at  Britain 

the  United  States. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  II.  SEWAKD. 

HAELES  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  etc.,  dc 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

860.]  DEPAiif  ^mNT  OF  State, 

WaMi}!;ion,  March  2,  1864. 

IR:  I  recur  to  your  dispatch  Xo.  505.  There  is  neither  any  occasion 
disiK>sition  here  to  (piestion  the  wisdom  or  i)ro[)riety  of  your  i)ro- 
liugs  in  repinl  to  my  dispatch  of  July  IL  h^vents  justitied  your 
acity  in  reserving  it.  On  the  other  hand,  no  (ronsiderations  which 
r  ocmr  to  me  could  have  excused  this  department  for  withholding 
instruction  from  Congress  and  the  public. 
I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  II.  SEWAKD. 

iHARLES  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  etc,  etc.,  dc 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

.619.)  Legation  of  the  rxiTEi)  States, 

London,  March  17,  18GL 

hB:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  cojuesof  the  Times  of  the  ir)th  and 
h  instant,  containing  a  report  of  the  proceedings  in  the  House  of 
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Lords  on  the  appeal  in  tlie  Alexandra  case.    Tlie  decision  will  be  givei 
on  an  early  day  after  the  Easti^r  recess. 

I  have  the  lionor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FKAXCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  II.  Seward, 

/Secretary  of  State, 

[For  official  report  of  jndginent,  &c.,  see  Parliamentary  and  Judid 
Ai)i)endix,  ]S'c).  15.J 


yfr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[pjxtract.] 

No.  041. J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  7,  186i 

Sir:  I  had  a  conference  ^vitli  Lord  Hussell  on  Saturdav  last.  5 
deeming  it  advisable  to  spend  innch  time  in  ^oin^  over  the  ^nwn 
already  so  oft(»ii  cov(»re<l,  I  (H)ntented  mys(*lf  with  readin*^  to  him  tl 
whok*  of  yonr  dispatches,  Xo.  859,  of  the  IM,  and  No.  871,  of  the  Uth 
March. 

His  U)rdslnp  did  not  apiH^u*  to  me  to  have  any  fresh  r(»ply  to  make 
the  reasonint^r.  He  contented  liimself  with  dischiimin*;:  the  inference 
your  papers  that  the  government  had  assumed  the  position  that  it  e'en 
do  no  more.  The  object  it  iiad  hatl  in  view  all  the  time  had  l»een 
know  what  was  tlie  extent  of  its  pow<*rs  under  the  enlistment  law, 
that  it  mi^ht  shai)e  its  subsequent  measures  accordinjLrly.  This  it  hi 
attempted  to  ^ain  by  means  of  the  prosecution  ol'  the  Alexandra  caj 
He  did  not  attem[)t  to  dlsi;uis(*  his  disappointment  at  the  issue  of  th 
experiment.  H(»  was  not  himself  a  lawyei",  and  therefore  did  not  pret^i 
to  decide  upon  tin*  eorreehiess  of  the  proceeding'.  All  h<'  could  say  w; 
that  the  result  seemetl  to  him  extraordinary.  He  caught  at  an  expre 
sion  used  in  <me  of  your  dispatches,  '^  of  the  uncertainty  and  vapricei 
cident  everywhere  to  the  civil  administration  of  justi<*e,"  ami  repeated 
as  if  n(»ta  little  impre  ;sed  with  its  force. '  He  did  not  betrav  anv  kiioi 
ed^e  of  what  the  tinai  decisk)n  on  the  appeal  in  the  House  of  Lords wj 
to  be,  although  from  my  present  point  of  view,  since  the  decisiou  bi 

been  declared,  I  can  see  that  he  foresaw  it. 

•  ***•*•  •• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLi:S  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 

[F(n-  <lispatch  frorn  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  No.  871,  March  11 
1804,  see  Vol.  i,  p.  .'^57. J 


Mr,  Ado  ma  to  Mr,  Seward, 

^  [Kx tract.] 

No.  G51.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  8,  1864. 
Sir:  As  Mr.  Evarts  does  not  ai>pear  yet  to  have  returned  from U 
visit  to  KouKj,  I  transmit  a  report,  in  the  Times  of  yesterdajy  rf  ft 
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hdaioii  of  the  House  of  Lords  ou  the  appenl  in  the  case  of  the  Alexan- 
bra.  It  appears  that  here,  as  in  the  courts  below,  there  was  a  difference 
f  opinion.  The  case  has  thus,  after  passing  through  the  ordeal  of  all 
he  courts,  been  vii-tually  decided  by  Chief  Baron  Pollock's  summary 
BStnictions  to  the  jury  on  the  first  hearing,  understood  by  them  in  a 
tiiR^rent  sense  from  that  which  he  claims  to  be  the  true  one.  All  thh 
est  has  been  a  mere  contest  about  forms.  The  government  has  been 
ompletely  baffled  in  its  lionest  endeavor  to  obtain  a  legal  base  of  action 
Ifainst  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  the  kingdom,  and  is 
brown  back  upon  the  task  of  commencing  the  work  all  over  again. 
Siere  never  was  such  a  comedy  performed  on  a  grave  subject  in  the 
rhole  history  of  law. 
Tbe  feeling  of  the  profession  seems,  on  the  whole,  to  be  one  of  mortifica- 
ioD  at  this  spectacle  of  the  utter  inefficiency  of  the  national  tribunals 
D  administer  justice.  Tbe  English  are  indifferent  to  reproach,  but  they 
MDsibly  feel  ridicule.  Proudly  as  they  boast  of  the  perfection  of  their 
lomestic  institutions,  it  is  with  no  little  regret  that  they  open  their  eyes 
iriy  to  perceive  so  glaring  an  instance  of  their  defects.  The  fact  that  it 
Im  happened  in  a  case  relating  to  the  United  States  occasions  little 
ftgret  beyond  the  sense  that  it  lays  them  open  to  strictures  from  that 
(Darter,  not  the  more  agreeable  because  they  are  felt  to  be  deserved. 
I  •  •  •  «  Practically  the  decision,  added  to  the  delay  caused  by 
|m  long  cx>ntinuance  of  the  litigation,  has  deprived  the  liberation  of  the 
indra  of  its  importance.  It  cannot  be  regarded  as  equivalent  tq^ 
lission  to  carry  on  similar  outfits  unrestrainedly  for  the  future.  The 
»mment  has  gained  rather  than  lost  power  in  the  struggle.  The 
lar  sense  has  risen  to  an  admission  of  a  necessity  to  apply  some 
S^k  to  notorious  abuses  of  neutrality.  Tlie  preliminary  action  of  the 
itot  of  Scotland  has  deterred  the  builders  from  i)rost^cuting  their  under- 
iftiugs  at  Glasgow.  The  position  of  the  Messrs.  Laird  has  not  been 
Strengthened  for  the  coming  defense  of  the  ironclads.  Whenever  their 
me  shall  come  up  in  the  courts,  it  will  be  pretty  sure  to  be  tried  on  its 
IllPrits,  by  a  judge  or  judges  from  whom  caprices  will  not  be  again  toler- 
Ited.  I  feel,  therefore,  pretty  confident  that  a  bridle  has  been  placed 
itt  the  rebel  operations  in  this  kingdom,  which  will  prevent  any  repeti- 
Bon  of  exi>eriments  on  so  grand  a  scale.  A^  it  is,  you  will  observe  that 
fte  rebel  cruisers  are  quietly  ceasing  to  put  into  British  ports  for  repairs 
*  for  supplies — of  late  they  go  to  France  in  preference.  How  long  that 
Jountry  will  continue  to  give  them  a  shelter  1  have  no  means  to  judge, 
their  advent  gives  so  much  trouble  that  it  is  scarcely  likely  they  yvill 
Doatinne  much  longer  to  be  welcome  anywhere.  •  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦ 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMa 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  oflQcial  report  of  judgment,  &c.,  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial 
Appendix,  No.  15.] 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

So.  260,]  United  States  Consutate, 

Liverpool,  April  27,  1864. 

SiB:  The  gunboat  Alexandra  wa9  formally  handed  over  to  the  attor- 
ns of  ttie  daimants  by  the  coUectoT  of  the  customs  yeiatexOLa^.    ^k^' 
20  a  o—vol,  n 
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she  is  now  in  their  possession,  to  be  fitted  out  for  her  cruise.    I  am  not 

advised  as  to  ^at  they  iutend  to  do  with  her.    Ton  recollect  she  vai 

to  have  had  three  pivot  guns  and  goDe  ont  as  a  privateer  in  conimaud 

of  Lieutenant  John  R.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina.    Mr.  Hamilton  ii 

now  in  Liverpool,  and  it  is  quite  likely  they  may  carry  out  their  origi»^ 

nal   intentions.    I  shall  keep  a  watch  upon  her  and  report  to  Hr.' 

Adams. 

*  *  ♦  *  •  •  # 

I  have  th^  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WiLLLiM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  671.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  28,  1864. 
Sra:  •♦♦•♦♦ 

The  Alexandra  has  been  restored  to  the  nominal  owners.  It  is  stated 
that  she  will  be  immediately  fitted  for  sea.  I  have  instructe<l  Mr.  Dud- 
ley, in  case  he  discovers  any  proof  of  armament,  to  let  me  know  at  once^ 
so  that  I  may  bring  the  case  up  once  more.  My  impression  is  that  she 
will  be  sent  elsewhere  for  that  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FKANCIS  ADAM& 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[Extract.] 

No.  308.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  6, 186i 

Sib  :  I  was  told  last  week  that  the  government  were  making  some 

trouble  about  the  sailing  of  the  gunboat  Alexandra.    At  the  time  I  did 

not  attach  much  importance  to  it,  but  am  now  disposed  to  think  there 

was  something  in  it,  for  I  have  just  learned  that  they  have  taken  down 

all  the  cabins  and  fixings  inside,  and  placed  a  hatchway  in  the  deck 

where  the  skylight  was,  and  are  pntting  up  houses  on  the  deck.    Now 

this  may  all  be  done  for  a  blind,  but  it  certainly  looks  as  if  they,  either 

from  choice  or  compulsion,  had  been  forced  to  make  tiiese  alteratioos  to 

get  her  out. 

I  can  learn  nothing  of  her  destination  or  purpose. 

•  •••••• 

I  am^  sir,  very  respectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant. 

THOMAS  H.  DUDIiKT. 
H(m.  Williah  H.  Sswabd, 

Secrtftary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

311.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  July  9,  1864. 

□ft :  I  inclose  you  three  photographs  of  the  gunboat  Alexandra.  •  • 
^  •  The  houses  on  the  deck  are,  I  am  told,  temporary  structures, 
put  up  in' such  way  that  they  can  easily  be  removed.  She  is  now 
ly  for  sea.  The  erection  of  these  houses  and  taking  out  the  interior 
igs  has  delayed  her  completion  for  some  weeks  longer  than  was  ex- 
ed.  Her  present  finish  would  indicate  a  blockade  runner,  and  I  am 
ned  to  believe  they  will  send  her  out  from  he^  to  Bermuda  or  Nas- 
as  such ;  after  they  get  her  there,  they  can  clear  her  decks  in  a  day, 
very  soon  prepare  her  for  a  privateer. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 
jn.  WlLLL^M  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.] 

Liverpool  Consulate, 
On  the  Steamer  Scotia,  at  Sea,  July  25, 1864. 
B:  •  ♦  •  ♦  •  ♦ 

rhen  we  sailed  from  Liverpool  on  Saturday  afternoon,  the  16th  instant, 
at  five  o'clock,  the  steamer  Alexandra  had  her  steam  up  and  was 
ing  out  of  the  river.  I  have  no  doubt  but  what  she  had  cleared  and 
then  on  her  way  to  IS'assau  or  some  southern  port.  I  have  men- 
ed  in  previous  dispatches  that  the  houses  erected  on  the  deck  of  this 
jel,  and  which  indicate  her  as  a  blockade  runner,  are  mere  temporary 
ctures,  and  can  be  removed  at  any  time.  You  will  recollect  that  the 
s  originally  intended  for  this  steamer,  with  others,  were  recently  ship- 
for  Nassau  on  the  schooner  Cam  page.    * 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 
[on.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Wa$^Ungtony  September  13, 1864. 

IB:  This  department  has  been  informed  that  the  steamer  Mary, 
eh  formerly,  under  the  name  of  the  Alexandra,  was  charged  in  the 
iah  oourts  with  having  been  built  for  the  naval  service  of  the  insur- 
ta,  has  arrived  at  Halifax  for  the  supposed  purpose  of  there  bcdng 
«d  and  equipped  for  that  service. 
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It  is  consequently  suggested  that  you  communicate  with  the  gOTonii 
of  Nova  Scotia,  in  order  that  the  hostile  designs  of  th^t  Teasel  againaittt  ' 
United  States  and  their  shipping  ms^  not  be  carried  into  effect  tnm 
any  port  within  his  jurisdiction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedieak' 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfcc,  <fcc. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

*  Washington,  October  9, 186L 

Sib  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  13th  ultimo,  relative  to  thi 
steamer  Mary,  and  her  supposed  connection  with  the  Houthem  insiir- 
gents,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copy  of  a  dispatch  which  I  have  i^ 
ceived  on  this  subject  from  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Nova  Scotia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  nMriE 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  cfcc,  &c.,  &c. 


Lieutenant  Oovernor  Macdonnell  to  Mr,  Burnley. 

Government  House, 
Hali/axy  Nova  Scotia^  September  30, 1861 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  tin 
13th  instant,  which  did  not  reach  me  till  the  28th  instant.  Your  letter 
incloses  a  communication  from  Mr.  Seward,  representing  that  the  MaiJi 
formerly  the  Alexandra,  has  arrived  at  Halifax  for  the  supposed  pQ^ 
pose  ol  being  armed  and  equipped  for  the  confederate  service. 

Mr.  Seward,  therefore,^  suggests  that  you  should  communicate  ijtML 
me,  in  order  that  the  hostile  designs  of  that  vessel  against  the  nnitdi 
States  and  their  shipping  may  not  be  carried  into  efiect  from  any  poK 
within  my  jurisdiction. 

In  reply,  I  have  to  state  that  in  future,  as  heretofore,  my  most  stiefr 
nous  exertions  shall  be  directed  to  maintaining  within  the  neutral  wateii 
of  this  portion  of  her  Majesty's  dominions  the  strictest  observaDoerf  j 
those  orders  which  have  been  issued  for  my  guidance  in  referenced 
belligerent  cruisers,  whether  federal  or  confederate. 

I  cannot,  however,  interfere  with  any  vessel  British  owned,  in  • 
British  harbor,  on  mere  suspicion ;  nevertheless,  I  have  so  decided  • 
determination  to  prevent  any  abuse  of  the  accommodation  afforded  ^ 
this  port  to  any  party,  that  I  have  instituted  inquiry,  for  my  own  satifr 
faction,  into  the  rumored  destination  of  the  Mary.  I  have  even  directei 
that  the  Mary  shall  be  watched,  and  am  prepared  to  interfere,  if  any 
illegal  equipment  of  that  vessel,  for  warlike  purposes,  be  attempted  ii 
this  province.  • 

At  the  same  time  you  may  inform  Mr.  Seward  that  the  reflott  of  B9; 
inquiries  hitherto  leader  me  to  suppose  that  the  Mary,  altiiough  yiiriiA' 
strongly  built,  and  apparently  intended  for*  warlike  poipoMii  U'^ilr 
lying  here  an  embarrassment  to  her  owners,  onsidable  aad 


THE   ALEXANDRA.  309 

y  either  as  an  ofdinary  merchantman  or  a  cruiser.    Her  speed  nnder 
n  does  not  exceed  four  and  a  half  knots,  and  I  believe  she  is  considered 
lore,  whatever  may  have  been  her  original  destination.    Therefore 
ifficolty  is  likely  to  arise  in  her  case. 
I  have,  &c,  &c., 

R.  G.  MACDONNBLL, 

Lieutenant  Oovemar^  dkc.^  dkc. 
Hume  Bubnley,  Esq.,  ifcc,  d&c.,  &c. 


.    Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  20, 1864. 

a :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
nstant,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  30th  of 
ember,  addressed  to  you  by  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Nova  Scotia, 
ive  to  the  steamer  Mary  and  her  supposed  connection  with  the 
*gents,  which  formed  the  subject  of  my  communication  of  the  13th 
lo.  In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  action  of  his  excel- 
r  in  the  premises  is  highly  creditable  to  himself,  and  is  justly  appre- 
d  by  this  government. 

lave  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obe- 
;  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  cfcc,  tfic,  dr. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  December  28,  1804. 

a :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  20th  of  October  relative  to 
British  steamer  Mary,  formerly  the  Alexandra  ram,  and  her  supposed 
ection  with  the  so-called  confederate  government,  I  have  the  lienor 
ansmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  dijs]>ateh,  and  of  its  inclosures, 
1  the  governor  of  New  Providence,  stating  that  he  has  ordered  the 
ire  of  the  steamer  Mary  for  violation  of  the  7th  clause  of  the  foreign 
itment  act. 

tiave  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
lient,  humble  servant, 

J.   HUME   BURNLEY, 
on.  William  H.  Seward,  cfec,  cC-c,  cfcc 


Ctovemor  Rawson  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Government  House, 

Nassau,  December  15, 18C4. 

S:  I  tnke  the  earliest  opportunity  of  informing  you  that  on  the  13th 
Bit  the  British  steamer  Mary,  formerly  the  Alexandra  ram,  was 
rii  hi  Ibis  port,  by  my  orders,  for  a  violation  of  the  7th  clause  of  the 

Ijpl  4BBli0lBl6Ilt  act". 
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Before  my  arrival  here,  on  the  Otli  iustant,  the  United  States 
had  called  the  attention  of  this  pfovernment  to  the  existence  of  gansi 
munitions  of  war  on  board  of  this  vessel,  which  had  lately  reached 
harbor.  A  search  was  made,  and  nothing  was  found  but  a  12-poTmte 
gun,  and  a  case  supposed  to  contain  shell.  Upon  this,  the  lieutemrt 
governor,  acting  upon  the  advice  of  the  attorney  general,  infwmedti* 
consul  that  there  was  not  sullicient  ground  for  detaining  the^wai 
after  this  gun  and  case  were  landed,  which  their  agents  professed  tMc 
willingness  to  do. 

The  consul  had  at  first  supposed  this  search  to  have  been  a  seinNj 
and  he  was  much  disa])pointod  at  this  last  communication,  and  protesM 
urgently  against  it.  The  attorney  general  saw  him  personally,  andn 
not  satisfied  with  the  proofs  ottered ;  and  finally  he  was  informed  tki 
the  government  could  not  proceed  upon  confidential  commuuicatifli 
made  to  him  by  persons  who  could  not  be  produced  in  court  to  sappfll 
a  prosecution.    This  wa«  the  8t<ate  of  the  case  when  I  arrived. 

I  mention  what  occurred  with  the  consul  in  order  that  you  may  I 
cognizant  of  it,  in  the  event  of  the  American  government  adverting  to 
in  any  communication  which  it  may  make  to  you. 

Upon  examining  the  correspondence  and  making  inquiry  of  the  offlo 
who  searched  the  vessel,  I  found  that  there  were  suspicious  facts  bearii 
upon  the  case  which  did  not  appeiir  in  the  papers,  and  that  ceita 
packages  which  were  shipped  at  Bermuda  had  not  been  opened,  o 
were  their  contents  known.  I  therefore  directed  that  they  should  1 
landed  and  opened.  The  result  is  sho\ra  in  inclosure  No.  1,  whk 
among  other  things,  proves  the  continued  connection  of  the  Mary  wi 
the  Mr.  Hamilton,  an  officer  of  the  Confederate  States,  whose  name  i 
brought  forward  by  the  attorney  general  on  the  occasion  of  the  trial 
England,  as  one  of  the  i)roofs  against  the  parties  who  owned  the  Al( 
andra. 

Upon  the  discovery  of  this  further  evidence,  and  receiving  the  opini 
of  the  attorney  general,  I  ordered  the  vessel  to  be  seized,  and  she  isiw 
in  charge  of  the  customs,  moored  opposite  the  ordnance  wiiarf  for  pi 
tection.  The  attorney  general  will  commence  legal  proceedings  witho 
delay,  and  J  have  received  a  letter  from  the  United  States  consul  thai 
ing  me  for  my  proceedings  in  this  case. 
I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

RAWSON  A.  RAWSON,  Oovemar. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  etc.,  c£t.,  dkc. 


Mr,  Dumaresq  to  Governor  Rawson, 

Receiver  General's^  Office, 

December  13,  18G4— 1  p.  m. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  your  excellency's  information  tin 
this  morning,  immediately  on  the  landing  of  the  cargo  ex.  Mary,  W 
Alexandra,  I  directed  all  the  i)ackages  to  be  o|)ened  in  my  ]>rcseno 
and  found  the  marks,  numbers,  and  contents  of  each  to  be  as  follows: 

P.  H.  One  cask  containing  scrubbing  brushes,  tin  cans,  &c. 

J.  R.  ^.  Two  cases  containing  iron  hammock  racks. 

J.  R.  3.  One  case  containing  iron  hammock  racks  and  handles  fi 
screws  of  side  lights. 

O.  C.  1.  One  case  containing  a  gun  and  carriage^  with  appartenanM 
complete,  designed  by  Messrs.  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Oo^  of  LivenNO 
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•Jth  flat  iron  tray  or  slide  for  the  gear  and  body  of  oarriage  to  traverse 
N»  (This  gun  is  the  subject  of  a  former  report.) 
^'  0.  (j.  2.  One  case  containing  shell. 

0,  C.  3.  One  case  of  grape-shot. 
_  J.  R  H.  3.  One  case  containing  six  trap  wheels,  about  six  inches  in 
lameter,  apparently  handles  such  as  are  used  for  working  the  screw  of 
Ifnn. 

J.  B.  Hk  J.  Two  cases  of  stationery. 

fl.  H.  2.  One  case  containing  confederate  tia!g8,  brig,  ship,  and  boat 
Hsigns  and  pendants,  log  lines,  bolts  of  canvas,  &c. 

8.  D.  H.  2.  One  case  of  drugs,  lint,  &c. 

J.  B.  H.  One  case  (partially  examined)  of  private  effects,  consisting 
rmilitary  and  naval  books  in  relation  to  the  confederate  service,  hav- 
ig  the  name  of  Hamilton  on  the  fly  leaves,  fDrty-eight  packages  of 
nruiquets,  one  blank  confederate  commission,  charts,  a  case  of  surgical 
istruments,  &c.,  one  bundle  of  hammocks — about  sixty ;  also  two  small 
OD  carronades  and  carriages,  belonging  to  ship. 
With  references  to  the  causes  marked  J.  R.  1  to  3, 1  have  respectfully 
» state  that  the  hammock  racks  are  all  of  a  size,  and  that  I  have  had 
le  of  them  placed  in  the  staples  on  the  bulwarks  of  the  Mary,  which  it 
ctetly  fits. 

It  is  my  duty  further  to  add  that,  since  the  date  of  my  last  report  of 
e  7th  instant,  four  new  berths  have  been  completed  in  the  after-hold, 
here  the  gun  and  carriage  above  referred  to  were  found,  and  sixteen 
kditional  ones  in  the  forecastle,  so  that,  independent  of  the  after-deck 
rth  for  the  oflScers  of  the  ship,  she  has  now  thirty-two  berths  for  sea- 
eo^  besides  the  sixty  hammocks. 

I  have,  &c.,  &c.,  J.  A.  DUMARESQ, 

Receiver  Oeneral. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Rawson. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley, 

Department  of  State, 

Wdshingtonj  December  31,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
atiou  of  the  28th  instant,  informing  me  of  the  seizure  of  the  steamer 
liary,  by  the  authorities  at  New  Providence,  for  a  violation  of  the  for- 
ign  enlistment  act  of  Great  Britain;  and,  in  reply,  to  acquaint  you 
*at  1  have  also  been  advised  of  the  fact  by  the  consul  of  the  United 
States  at  Nassau,  and  have  authorized  Mr.  Adams  to  express  satisfac- 
tion to  her  IVSajesty's  government,  on  the  i)art  of  that  of  the  United 
Btates,  with  the  prompt  action  which  has  been  adopted  in  this  case.  It 
hhoped  that  it  may  be  a  beginning  of  successes  in  arresting  piratical 
operations  injurious  to  both  countries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  cj&c,  cfcc,  cfcc. 
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Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward.  'JJ 

Washington,  January  24, 18ffi. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  28th  December  last,  infi 
you  that  the  Mary  had  been  seized  in  the  port  of  Nassau,  by  ordeiB 
the  lieutenant  governor,  forjan  infringement  of  the  Bntish  foreign  ei  " 
ment  act,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inclose  copy  of  a  dispatch  wbiii 
have  received  from  Mr.^  Bawson,  acquainting  me  with  the  action  taktt 
with  regard  to  the  solicitor  general  of  this  colony,  who  it  appears  liii|( 
been  retained  and  was  acting  for  the  defendants  in  the  matter. 

The  course  pursued  by  the  lieutenant  governor  seems  to  me  to  hut 
been  an  eminently  wise  and  sensible  one,  as  showing  a  proper  vjt 
preciation  as  to  how  English  law  should  be  administered,  conpled  wok 
a  ftiendliness  of  expression  towards  the  government  of  this  countijf 
which  it  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  communicate  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  mot 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEi: 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  d&c,  rfrc,  itc. 


Oovernor  Rawson  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

[Extract.] 

Government  House, 

Nassau^  January  14, 186«. 

Sir:  I  deem  it  advisable  that  you  should  be  made  acquainted  mlk 
the  l\ict  that,  in  consequence  of  my  having  become  aware  that  Mr.  Soltek 
itor  Geneml  Burnside  had  been  retained  and  was  acting  for  the  defend 
ants  in  the  matter  of  the  steamer  Mary,  seized  by  my  orders  in  thi 
port,  of  which  you  have  already  received  notice,  I  immediately  required 
that  gentleman  to  resign  his  brief  or  his  office. 

2.  Mr.  Burnside  pleaded  his  right  to  act  against  the  Crown,  undera 
general  license  which  hQ»  possesses  in  all  cases  in  whicli  the  attorn(y 
general  does  not  require  his  servicer.  But  I  informed  him  that  this  wai 
not  a  case  contemplated  in  his  general  license;  that  although  hisservioei 
were  not  required  to  assist  in  the  prosecution,  it  was  not  fitting  that  be 
should  appear  against  the  Crown,  and  that  the  United  States  govemroeii^ 
which  is  interested  in  the  due  enforcement  of  the  foreign  eulistineQtaol 
in  this  case,  would  learn  with  surj)rise,  and  might  complain  with  reasoii 
that  while  one  law  officer  was  enforcing  the  provisions  of  the  act  auotbcr 
was  engaged  in  opposition  to  him,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  couvinei 
them  thac  this  was  not  with  the  consent  or  approval  of  this  govern^ 
ment.  - 

3.  Mr.  Burnside,  in  consequence,  elected  to  resign  his  office.     •    ' 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington^  January  31, 1865* 

Snt :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  oomiBfl^ 
ktion  of  the  24th  instant  in  re&:ard  to  the  proceediuirs  of  tbub  Vm!iM0^ 


J 
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upwemxxr  ol  Bermuda  in  req airing  the  resignation  of  the  solicitor  general 
r  that  oolony,  or  that  he  should  not  act  as  the  counsel  of  the  defeudauts 
I  tte  case  of  the  Mary,  seized  for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  British 
■ei^  enlistment  act. 

The  spirit  of  comity  manifested  by  his  excellency,  and  the  friendly 
tanner  in  which  you  have  informed  me  of  his  conduct,  have  afforded 
m  much  gratification.  • 

I  beg  you  to  convey  to  him  an  expression  of  the  high  appreciation 
it^rtained  by  this  government  of  his  just  regard  for  its  rights  and  for 
•  good  will  in  the  instance  adverted  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
bedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Burnlet,  Esq.,  c£c.,  d^.,  dc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

(o.  1272.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtofij  February  18, 1865. 

Seb:  Byadispatchof  the21stultimo,from  Thomas  Kirkpatrick,  esquire 
Nir  consul  at  Nassau,  informs  me  that  he  was  asked  by  a  government 
Acer  there  on  that  day  what  was  to  prevent  the  Mary,  late  the  Alex- 
mdra,  if  condemned  and  sold,  being  bought  by  the  parties  now  interested 
R  her,  and  then  started  on  her  errand  of  destruction,  remarking,  at  the 
IMne  time,  that  they  would  of  course  take  her  away  from  Nassau  as  a 
pKtended  merchantman. 

Ton  will  be  pleased  to  address  to  her  Majesty's  government  a  remon- 
Innce  against  allowing  the  vessel  above  referred  to  to  leave  port, 
dBumgh  condemned  and  sold. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c£-c.,  dr.,  dtc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seteatd. 

la,  897.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  March  16, 1865. 

Sir:  Under  your  iustructions,  contained  in  No.  1272,  of  the  18th  Feb- 
wary,  I  addressed  to  Lord  Russell  a  note  on  the  7th  instant.  A  copy  of 
%}  as  well  as  of  his  lordship's  acknowledgment,  of  the  9tb,  is  herewith 
tnnsmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  March  7,  1865. 

Af  LosD:  By  a  report  made  by  the  consul  at  Nassau  it  would 
Omk  lie  was  informed  by  a  government  officer  at  that  place  of  the 
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possibility  that  the  vessel  formerly  well  known  as  the  Alexand/^ijtf 
now  as  the  Mary,  even  if  condemned  and  sold  at  that  port,  nuierjtw 
cial  process,  for  a  violation  of  neutrality,  might  be  bonght  in  bjtWj 
same  parties  first  interested  in  her,  and  started  again,  in  the  guise  d^ 
merchantman,  on  her  original  errand  to  carry  on  war  against  the  DniW* 
States. 

I  am  instructed  b^^  my  government  to  make  to  your  lordship  arepiC 
sentation  touching  this  matter,  and  to  remonstrate  against  giving  [lel 
mission  to  this  vessel  to  depart  from  Nassau  without  abundant  securit 
that  she  is  not  to  be  used  for  the  hostile  purpose  indicated.  So  mucbi 
deception  and  fraud  has  marked  the  previous  transactions  of  the  insa 
gent  agents  engaged  in  these  outfits  from  British  |)orts  that  no  siispic» 
of  any  of  their  future  operations  appears  to  be  unreasonable. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considi 
ation  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  jour  lordship's  m( 
obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS 

Bight  Hon.  Earl  Bussell,  dbc^  &c.^  &c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  March  9, 186& 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  oft 
7th  instant,  in  which  you  represent  that  your  government  is  infom 
that  the  steamer  Mary,  late  Alexandra,  even  if  condemned  at  Na» 
and  sold  under  judicial  process  for  a  violation  of  neutrality,  may 
bought  in  by  the  same  parties  first  interested  in  her,  and  started  agi 
in  the  guise  of  a  merchantman  on  her  original  errand  to  c^irry  on  w 
against  the  United  States;  and  you  state  that  you  are  instructed 
remonstrate  against  giving  permission  to  that  vessel  to  depart  fro 
Nassau  without  abundant  security  that  she  is  not  to  be  used  for  tl 
hostile  purpose  indicated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  I  have  lost  no  timei 
transmitting  a  copy  of  your  representation  to  the  proi)er  department! 
her  Majesty's  government. 

i  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant 

RUSSELL 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ifec,  <fcc.,  d-c. 


CASE  OF  LAIBDS'  IBON-CLADS. 

Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  93.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  Jul^  18, 186& 
Sir:  ######  •• 

The  Lairds  have  commenced  the  construction  of  two  steam  vesadii 
their  yard  at  Birkenhead.  I  am  told  they  are  to  be  ii*oii  or  iioiKli 
and  are  in  the  nature  of  rams.    From  the  soosce  that  the  inlbtaiitt 
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^  I  have  BO  doubt  about  its  correctness.    I  have  not  got  any  of  the 
JScoIare  further  than  that  they  are  to  be  completed  with  the  greatest 

^Nitch. 

•  •••••••• 

With  high  regard,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Ion.  WilllAlM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

119.]  United  States  Consulate, 

TAverpoolj  August  30,  1862. 

R:  I  have  had  the  ship-yard  of  the  Messrs.  Lairds,  at  Birkenhead, 
iiined.  The  keel  of  one  of  the  gunboats  for  the  coufederates  has 
I  laid  in  the  same  stocks  from  which  the  290  was  launched.  It  is 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  long.  She  is  to  be  built  as  soon  as  possible, 
I  the  utmost  dispatch,  to  be  iron-clad,  and  in  all  particulars  to  be 
hed  ill  the  most  substantial  manner,  without  regard  to  expense.  A 
B  number  of  workmen  are  now  employed  on  her. 
16  keel  for  the  other  has  not  yet  been  laid,  but  the  place  in  the  yard 
been  selected,  and  the  ground  and  stocks  are  being  prepared  pro- 
tory  to  laying  it. 

With  high  regai'd,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 
yn.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

123.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  September  13,  1862. 

IR:  The  plates  for  the  gunboats  being  built  for  the  rebel  government 

the  Messrs.  Lairds  are  being  manufactured  at  the  Mersey  Steel  and 

\  Company  Works,  in  Liver[)ool.    I  am  told  that  Mr.  Uorsfall,  one  of 

membei*s  of  Parliament  from  this  place,  is  interested  in  this  com- 


be order  given  is  for  fifteen  hundred  tons  of  plates  of  this  thickness, 
irt  of  which  are  to  be  used  on  tlie  two  vessels  building  at  Lairds,  the 

^  to  be  shipi^ed.    They  are  to  be  made  as  quick  as  possible. 

•  •••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
ML  WiixLAJi  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract  J 

No.  132.]  United  States  Ck)NSOLATB, 

Liverpool^  September  19,  IML 
gjQ.  •••••••• 

Inclosed  find  extract  from  the  Liverpool  paper  yesterday.  •  •  • 
It  is  true  that  the  ram  referred  to  here,  and  which  is  being  built  by  Che 
Lairds,  is  being  pushed  forward  with  all  possible  dispatch.  The  ma 
are  at  work  night  and  da^^  upon  her.  All  the  machinery,  guns,  &c., » 
being  made.    By  the  time  she  is  launched,  they  will  be  ready  toh 

plac^  in  her. 

•  ••••••  •• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servanj 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  the  Liverpool  Telegraph,  September  18th,  1868.] 

A    BAM    FOR    THE    CONFEDERATE   GOVERNMENT    BUILDING    ON 
MERSEY — SHIPMENT  OF  IRON-PLATES  FOR  THE  SOUTH. 

It  would  seem,  judging  from  the  contracts  now  in  the  hands  of  II 
ship-builders  and  iron-plate  manufacturers  of  this  country,  that  theoM 
federate  government  is  exhibiting  as  much  energy  and  resolution  in  fl 
creation  of  an  iron-clad  fleet  as  it  has  manifested  in  the  series  of  battii 
which  have  thrown  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  defeated  and  brota 
behind  the  shelter  of  the  defenses  of  Washington.  Besides  the  commi 
sions  committed  to  other  ship-builders  by  the  southern  confederacy,  an 
which  are  being  pushed  forward  with  all  possible  dispatch,  a  large  ira 
plated  ram  is  now  being  constructed  on  the  Mersey  without  any  aftem] 
at  concealment.  We  withhold  the  name  of  the  builder  for  prudentii 
reasons,  but  the  fact  is  without  question;  and  the  ram,  from  the  hig 
character  of  her  builder,  will  be  a  most  formidable  opponent  whe 
equipped  for  sea,  and,  should  the  blockade  of  the  southern  coast  w 
terminate  previous  to  her  arrival  at  Charleston,  she  will  attempt  to  iMtf 
the  federal  cruisers  with  every  chance  of  impunity.  In  addition  to  thi 
ram,  and  other  contracts  held  by  our  ship-builders,  which,  by  the  waj 
are  highly  flattering  to  their  reputation,  and  which  hitherto  have  bee 
financially  discharged  in  every  instance,  when  completed,  with  scrapi 
Ions  punctuality,  a  vessel  now  in  the  Brunswick  dock,  whose  name  v 
do  not  wish  to  give  for  obvious  reasons,  has  a  cargo^  consisting  pM 
pally  of  iron  plates,  on  board,  ready  to  fasten  on  the  sides  of  soatMB 
vessels  waiting  their  arrival  out  at  Charleston.  The  owners  of  tU 
vessel  are  imbued  with  southern  sentiments,  but  whether  or  not,  wetf 
too  neutral  in  the  gigantic  conflict  raging  across  the  Atlantic  to  ilM 
too  pointedly  to  this  transaction. 

It  seems  very  clear,  from  the  presefit  vigorous  conduct  of  the  somtlNB 
confederacy,  that  the  South,  at  no  distant  ])eriod,  wiU  poflsen  an  iMi 
clad  fleet  capable  of  coping  sucessfully  with  that  of  the  Ncntiiy mH 
armies  have  triumphantly  met  those  of  the  federal  goreilMMiiti  if M 
the  same  dashing  spirits  that  lead  the  armies  of  the  ^ath  eaa  be  iB0i 
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and  it.  Of  one*  thing,  however,  we  think  we  can  speak  with 
',  and  that  is,  that  in  the  vessels  built  on  the  Mersey  the  Sonth 
B  an  advantage  over  the  federals  in  strength  of  baild,  equip- 
d  invnlnerability.  For  the  rest,  their  own  courage  will  do,  and 
yet  hear  of  the  gallant  performance  of  more  than  one  No.  290 
e  annoancement  of  peace  gladdens  the  heart  of  all  Europe.  At 
s.  a  few  such  rams  as  the  ooe  now  building  on  the  Mersey  would 
i  raising  of  the  southern  blockade  an  easy  task. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 


United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  October  4,  1862. 


lirds  are  pushing  the  completion  of  the  two  ironclads  by  them 
for  the  rebels  with  the  greatest  dispatch  possible.  They  have 
men  engaged  upon  them  as  can  work  with  advantage,  and  two 
^8  for  each  vessel,  one  for  the  day,  the  other  for  the  night, 
no  cessation  of  the  work  neither  night  nor  da^-.  The  ribs  of 
all  up,  and  they  have  commenced  to  ])ut  on  the  plates.  The 
for  both  vessels  are  being  made  by  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co., 
l>e  ready  to  be  put  in  by  the  time  they  are  launched.  All  the 
1  fixtures  for  the  interior  are  being  made  and  got  out  ready  to 
li  in  them.  The  other  vessel  is  not  in  quite  so  forward  a  state, 
ribs  are  veiy  nearly  up,  and  she  is  being  pushed  as  fast  as  pos- 
liey  expect  to  have  the  first  one  completed  by  the  middle  of 
?r  next.    They  are  using  great  iirecaution  to  keep  us  ignorant 

loings.    No  stranger  is  admitted  into  their  yard. 

#  •  •  •  •  • 

am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
tViLLiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr,  Seicard. 

[Extract.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  October  14,  1862. 

•  •••••• 

ed,  marked  No.  1,  find  slip  cut  from  Journal  of  Commerce  of 
y  relative  to  the  vessels  building  at  Birkenhead  for  the  Chinese 
lent,  i.  e.j  the  southern  confedemcy.  These  are  no  doubt  the  ones 
the  Lairds.  I  had  the  yards  of  Jones,  Quiggon  &  Co.,  and  Wm. 
r  &  Son,  examined  again  yesterday.  The  iron-plated  steamer 
le  first-named  house  is  building  for  the  rebels  is  being  pushed 
t.  My  informant  describes  her  as  about  two  hundred  feet  long, 
rp  fore  and  aft,  and  as  nearly  flat-bottomed.  Her  draught  of  water 
l&ht ;  her  hold  will  not  be,  he  thinks,  more  than  about  four- 
t  deqK  She  is  to  have  paddle-wheels.  He  thinks  she  will  be 
» IttBdl  in  about  five  weeks. 
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Our  examiuation  yesterday  brought  to  light  another  gunboul  for 
rebels  being  built  in  Wm.  0.  Miller  &  Sons'  yard,  the  same  penons  f) 
built  the  Oreto.  She  is  to  be  wood,  about  two  hundred  and  forty  feetl 
light  draughty  and  to  set  low  in  the  water,  and  constructed  to  runver; 
The  contract  is  to  finish  her  by  the  first  of  January  next.  Captain  Doj 
the  same  who  took  out  the  Oreto,  is  superintending  the  buildiug  (rf 
A  last  vessel,  and  they  say  he  is  to  take  her  out-,  when  completed,  in 
same  manner  as  he  did  the  Oreto.    This  makes  four  vessels  building  foe 
the  rebel  navy  at  this  port,  and,  with  the  one  at  Glasgow,  certainly  wa^ 
ranted  Mr.  Gladstone  in  saving  what  he  did  at  the  Newcastle  (hnncTi 
**That  the  South  were  constructing  a  navy."    K  he  had  said  England 
was  constructing  one  for  the  South,  it  would  have  been  nearer  Wa 

truth. 

•  ••••••  • 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

i^eretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  386.]  Department  op  State, 

Washingtony  Navember  3, 1863. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Dudley,  our  consul  at  Liverpool,  informs  us  that  two 
vessels  which  are  on  the  stays  at  Birkenhe^id  are  auuoiinced  by  thl 
press  as  being  built  ostensibly  for  the  Cliinese  government,  but  rejJlj 
to  depredate  on  American  commerce,  as  the  290  is  doing.  The  Pi-esident 
hopes  that  you  will  make  such  representations  concerning  them,  and  all 
similar  enterprises,  to  her  Majesty's  government  as  may  induce  them  U 
consider  whether  it  can  be  claimed  that  a  nation  is  really  neutral  whei 
vessels  of  war,  without  restraint  and  with  impunity,  are  built,  armed 
manned,  equipped,  and  sent  out  from  its  i)ort^  to  make  war  on  a  iK'acelri 
and  friendly  nation. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,^ 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  etc.,  tt-c,  cfec. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

r  Extract.] 

No.  52.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  March  25, 18fi3L 
Sir:  •••••••#• 

The  two  iron-clad  rams  building  by  the  Messrs.  Lairds  for  the  coft* 
federates  are  each  to  have  two  revolving  towers  or  turrets  similar  to 
the  monitors.    When  these  two  vessels  are  finished  Uiey  will  be  tntf 
formidable  vessels.    The  department  must  understand  that  no  pains  or 
expense  is  being  spared  to  make  them  the  most  powerful  and  deitfnul' 
ive  vessels  afloat.    Nothing  is  being  omitted  that  scienoe  or  skill  eii 
BUKgest.    The  contractors  have  one  of  the  largest  yarda  in  the  kingdM 
and  evei^  facility  and  means  for  building  vessels  like  tiieae.    Tea  aw 
not  deceive  yourselves.    When  finished,  they  will  have  moEe  poirqr  pi. 
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Er^probably,  than  any  iron-clads  that  have  as  yet  been  built,  and  so 
2^ted  with  steel  and  armor  plates  as  to  be  almost  in vnliierable.  I 
^not  learned  the  armament,  but  no  doubt  it  will  be  heavy,  and  the 
^best  that  can  be  obtained.  From  their  looks  I  do  not  think  either 
"  he  ready  for  sea  much  before  the  1st  of  June.  The  one  building  at 
kgow  by  G^rge  and  James  Thomson,  of  between  three  and  four 
luaod  tons  burden,  is  said  to  be  a  still  more  formidable  vessel.  |^ 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  " 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 
on.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward 

[Extract.] 

^9.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  April  8, 1863. 

^.       •  •  ••  ••# 

iclose  marked  No.  2  a  copy  of  an  affidavit*  of  Clarence  R.  Yonge, 
nrser  or  paymaster  on  the  steamer  Alabama.  This  is  not  the  same 
ade  in  London,  but  a  second  affidavit  taken  here  before  the  collec- 
o  be  used  in  the  case  of  the  rams  building  by  the  Lairds.  I  regard 
ifBdavit  as  of  great  importance.  It  is  not  to  be  used  until  we  are 
ired  to  proceed  against  these  vessels.  I  shall  wait  until  they  are 
shed.        •••••••• 

I  am.  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 
o.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

4 

1.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  May  2, 1863. 

2.  •••••••• 

gentleman  who  was  at  one  time  in  the  United  States  Navy,  and 
\  in  the  merchant  service,  is  here  in  my  emx)loy.  He  has  access  to 
Lairds'  yard,  and  ha«  been  over  and  examined  the  two  rams.  He 
rms  my  i)reviou8  infomiation.  He  says  they  will  have  great  speed; 
cs  from  thirteen  to  fifteen  knots  per  hour.  They  will  each  have  two 
.'ts  or  cupolas,  and  in  his  opinion,  botli  for  speed  and  invulnerability, 
ass  anything  afloat.  The  turrets  revolve  on  the  lower  or  second 
:.  They  are  pushing  these  vessels  very  fast.  From  another  source 
in  they  will  launch  and  take  them  to  some  other  country  or  place 
dish  them.  I  do  not  rely  much  upon  the  person  from  whom  I  obtain 
list  intelligence,  but  it  does  not  look  improbable.  •  •  •  • 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOiMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
OIL  WnxiAx  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  Sta^e. 

iirttdtafldttvitMedi^atch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  4B3,  July  16, 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No.  87.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  June  2, 188S. 

Sir  :  George  Waterbury,  of  Liverpool,  a  respectable  merchant, 
me  that,  the  day  after  the  debate  in  Parliament  on  the  Alabama,  he  wasi 
the  Exchange  and  saw  Captain  Peter  Vesper,  of  Thomaston,  in  the 
of  Maine,  and  Mr.  Clover,  of  the  Arm  of  Clover  &  Rayal,  of  Liverpool,i 
conversation  with  a  gentleman.    The  gentleman  left,  and  Vesper 
Clover  turned  to  him,  Waterbury,  and  asked  if  he  knew  the  geutlei 
to  whom  they  had  been  talking.    He  answerexl  he  did  not.     They 
it  was  Mr.  Laird,  at  Birkenhead,  and  they  had  been  talking  about 
debate  upon  the  Alabama,  and  that  they  had  asked  him  about  the 
he  was  building  for  the  confederates;  and  that  Laird  replied  that  "i 
might  make  as  much  noise  about  them  as  they  liked,  but  that  it  woi 
not  prevent  them  from  getting  them  off;  that  they  had  things  so  arranj 
that  they  could  get  them  away,'^  or  words  to  that  eftect. 

They  are  laying  the  ways  for  launching  one  of  these  vessels, 
plating  is  all  on  except  at  the  ends,  the  rudder  shipped,  and  two 
of  men,  one  working  at  day,  the  other  in  the  night,  to  finish  them.  Ii 
told  the  engines  and  turrets  are  all  ready  to  be  put  in.  It  is  evident 
contest  with  them  is  soon  to  begin. 

I  am,  sir,  3'our  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[Extract.] 

No.  88.J  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  June  3, 1863. 
Sir:  •••••••# 

In  dispatch  86  I  referred  to  the  steamer  Sumter,  and  to  machineij 
she  was  taking  on,  and  expressed  an  opinion  that  it  was  intended  te 
the  rams  now  building  at  Lairds'.  A  large  quantity  has  since  beoifci 
placed  on  board,  with  the  two  large  guns,  weighing  some  tweotj- 
tons.  I  have  had  six  different  men  to  examine  it,  and  they  aU  " 
about  it.  The  only  thing  they  agree  upon  is  that  it  is  for  war  pi 
It  is  probable  that  they  saw  different  portions.  The  machineiy 
made  at  the  Mersey  Steel  and  Forge  Works  in  this  town^  the  gons  at 
are  known  as  the  Vauxhall  Works,  also  situated  here.  An  intdl 
workman  in  the  Mersc\y  Works  informs  one  of  my  men  that  a 
this  that  we  took  for  machinery  is  iron- work  intended  for  a  large 
ram,  the  frame  and  plates  for  which  they  are  making  and  senffingoffl 
fast  as  possible  in  detached  paits.  The  ram,  he  states,  is  at  tiie 
and  just  finished,  weighing  twenty-six  tons.  He  says  it  is  Ibr  the  CM-'j 
federates.  All  the  other  work  at  the  yard  is  sasiiended  until  ftiiii' 
completed.  It  is  quite  likely  that  a  part  of  this  is  tiie  tnuBO-eiAfl 
&C.J  for  a  veissel  building  or  to  be  built  at  some  other  plaoe^  lnA  t  IIH^ 


i 
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also  triie  that  another  part  Ls  lor  Lairds'  raius,  the  macliinery  for  work- 
g  tjii*  gnus  inside  the  tiuTets,  and  that  tliese  monster  ^lins  are  to  be 
[milted  ill  these  turrets.  Of  coarse  this  is  all  eonjectnix*  on  my  part, 
It  I  think  there  is  mnch  to  justify  one  in  eomin^  to  this  eonchision. 
ineUise  you,  marked  Xos.  3  and  4,  tbe  substance  of  two  additional 
Wavitji*  about  this  vessel,  the  ori^nals  of  which  I  sent  to  Mr.  Adams. 
f  infoFDiatioD  is,  that  she  will  '•^o  from  here  to  Nassau.  The  men 
ffagiKl  on  board  say  this,  that  they  have  or  are  toshi])  for  three  years, 
kd  that  she  is  to  turn  privateer  after  she  reaches  Nassau  and.discharg:es 
hat  she  has  on  board.  1  give  you  this  for  what  it  is  worth. 
I  am,  sir,  verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  \ViLLiA3i  H.  Seward, 

Seer  eta  ry  of  St  a  te. 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

o.  05.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool  J  June  17,  1863. 

Sir:  I  now  bej^:  to  inclose  you  a  rei)ort  made  to  me  by , 

Im>  was  at  one  time  in  the  naval  service  of  our  «^overnm(»nt,  upon  the 
m-chui  rams  buildinj^  at  Lairds'.  It  is  the  same  referred  to  in  my 
ispatch  of  yesterday,  Xo.  94.  You  will  jienfcive  it  differs  in  some  ])ar- 
ralars  from  the  others  we  have  had.  It  is  not  so  full  as  I  expected  it 
Duhl  Ih:?.     It  is  marked  No.  1. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obe<lient  servant, 

THOMAS  n.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  AYiLLiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


ESCIITPTION  OF  LAIRDS'  IRON-CLAD  RAMS  BUILDING  AT  RIRKENUEAD, 
SUPPOSED  TO  BE  FOR  THE  CONFEDERATE  STATE  GOVERNMENT. 

Liverpool,  June  10, 18G3. 

These  ships  are  being  built  under  cover,  at  the  south  end  of  the  ship- 
purd  and  iron  works  of  the  Messrs.  Lairds. 

They  are  vessels  for  war  i)urposes,  of  iron,  with  double  bottoms  below 
mter;  each  shii)  to  be  fitted  with  two  turrets,  poo])  cabin,  and  topgal- 
hot  forecastle.  The  sides  will  be  covered  with  a  teak-wood  backing,  on 
iddch  armor  plates  are  to  be  fixed,  covering  the  entire  surface  exposed 
ifcihot.  •••♦»»•• 

-.,,  When  afloat  they  will  appetir  very  long  and  low,  the  bow  quite  per- 
Midicalar,  and  the  stern,  which  is  an  elongated  ellipse  in  shai)e,  pro- 
^ietB  several  feet  over  the  rudder,  as  though  to  infiict  blows  on  an  advcr- 
Miry,  and  at  the  same  time  to  protect  the  screw  and  steering  apparatus 
fwii  any  uyury  by  collision. 


f ^  Pot  affidavits  of  Moses  LauRing  and  John  Markliaiu,  sco  inolosnro  to  nispatch 
^iVUUlaaiB  to  Mr.  8eward|  No.  425,  June  5,  1863,  printed  nudcr  "liebel  Cruisers/' 
i  «iiBB*'8iiiiiter,''iio«<. 
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The  plates  wliich  form  tlie  hull  are  secured  with  inch  rivets  to  ^ 
otlHT  faces  of  the  angle-iron  frames,  making  a  double  Iwttom  to  w^tliil^' 
four  feet  of  the  water  line.    These  i>late8  vary  in  thickness  from  seveii^ 
eighths  of  an  inch  amidshi])S  to  an  inch  and  a  quarter  near  the  boi 
where  greater  amount  of  solidity  is  reciuired  to  sustiiin  the  coueussioii 
ramming  at  a  high  rate  of  speed.    They  are  in  length  some  fifteen  feeL 
and  two  feet  wide.    They  are  secured  with  straps  of  iron  at  the  eail 
joints,  riveted  on  from  inside. 

The  teak,  backing  begins  where  the  outer  skin  of  the  hull  ends, 
four  feet  under  water,  and  is  comi)osed  of  square  logs  a  foot  tb 
Hea\y  fastenings  go  through  them,  the  bolt«  driven  from  the  out 
and  secured  within.    On  one  ship  they  are  placing  the  armor  plates, 
they  will  be  launched  complete,  except  the  engines. 

This  circumstance  will  keep  them  for  some  time  longer  on  the  st 
than   had  be^»n  heretofore  supposed.    The  imi)ressi(m  was  that 

hiunch  would  take  place  before  the  armor  was  fixed. 

•  *  *  •  *  *  •  •  • 

The  turrets  are  formed  of  upright  angle  irons,  riveted  at  the  foot 
a  circle  of  wrought  iron,  with  reverse  angle  irons,  to  which  inside  plal 
are  fastened,  also  thin  plates  on  the  outside.    They  will  not  be  placed! 
the  ships  till  after  the  launch,  when  they  will  be  covered  with  solid  i 
plates,  or  soft  steel. 

In  conclusion  I  would  state  tli.at,  in  order  to  give  an  accurate,  detail 
and  technical  descrij)tion  of  the  above-named  vessels,  it  would  be  m 
sary  to  have  the  confidence  and  plans  of  the  builders,  and  to  go  over 
ships  with  their  explanatory  remarks  in  assistance.  So  far  from  bei 
])Oss(»ssed  of  these  advantages  I  have  only  succeeded  in  seeing  them 
rare  intervals,  and  then  I  was  compelled  not  to  manifest  too  lively 
interest  in  regard  to  them,  as  the  builders  are  susjucious  of  all  visitors, 
will  not  allow  any  information  to  be  given  by  their  employes,  nor  will  th^^ 
themselves  give  any.  What  little  1  liave  been  able  to  give  an  autlieatii| 
account  of  I  have  learned  bv  the  aid  of  mv  own  eves  onlv.  To  the  b»i 
of  my  belief  they  wilj  not  be  ready  to  leave  this  port  before  the  explifr.- 
tion  of  three  months  from  date. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr,  Seicard. 

[Extract.] 

No.  103.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  July  3, 18(>3. 
Sir:  ••••••• 

It  is  reported  through  the  to\^^l  to-day  that  one  of  the  ve.ssels  lit 
Lairds'  is  to  be  launched  tomoiTow.  I  think  the  report  is  correct.  It 
would  therefore  be  well  for  the  depai-tment  to  consider  at  once  whati* 
best  to  be  done  in  the  event  of  the  government  here  refiising  to  stop  th€«e 
vessels,  a  contingency  quite  probable.  Our  evidence,  or  that  which  we 
now  have,  is  not  verj-  strong.  It  does  not  bring  the  building  directly 
home  to  the  southern  confederacy.  It  is  not  direct  or  jjositive,  viA 
even  if  it  was,  the  authorities  might  shield  themselves  under  the  mliBj 
of  Chief  Baron  Pollock  in  the  Alexandra  case,  and  refuse  to  stop  ilw* 
Tlie  department  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  one  of  tbeLfiiidsii 
a  member  of  Parliament,  and  the  government  here  will  be  nunre  »v«al 
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to  doing  anything  against  him  than  thoy  would  against  a  inivate  incU- 
rtdnftl  who  had  no  intiuence  or  voice  in  the  House  of  ('ouunons.  I  am 
luing  all  I  can  to  strengthen  and  obtain  additional  evidence  against 
tkeee  vessels,  but  find  it  now  much  more  ditiieult  tlian  it  was  before  the 
nil  of  the  eascj  against  the  Alexandra.    The  cry  tlH\v  have  got  up 

Biinst  me,  and  the  spy  system  which  they  say  I  have  inaugurati»d,  has 
ven  almost  all  my  men  away. 

The  men  who  gave  evidence  in  that  case,  or  most  of  tluMu,  have  been 
rs  by  it;  some  have  been  turned  out  of  employmc^nt,  and  others  lost 
(Sell  Black,  a  sliii)-caii)enter,  has  been  informed  by  three  firms 
■r  whom  he  worked  that  they  should  remove  their  business  from  him 
fecan.se  he  testified  in  that  case.)  The  feeling  is  deep  and  strong  against 
and  the  whole  town  seems  to  take  sides  with  those  who  jye  building 
vessels.  The  effect  has  be(*ii  to  intiniidate  thos4»  who  are  well  dis- 
^nsed^  and  caused  nmny  who  w(»re  in  my  euiploy  to  refuse  louger  to 
■erve  me.  It  is  not  at  all  ceitain  that  any  jury  in  this  country  would 
BODdemn  a  vessel,  let  the  evidence  be  ever  so  conclusive.  I  have  strong 
bts  in  my  mind  whether  the*  jury  in  the  Alexandra  case  would  have 
nd  a  verdict  against  the  vessel  even  if  thejudgi*  hadcharg(»d  them  to 
so.  In  view  of  the  strong  probability  that  this  gov(»rnmeut  will  not 
iMerfere,  either  from  information  or  th(»  lack  of  positive*  ])roof,  would  it 
he  well  to  have  a  number  of  war  vess(»ls  hen*  at  different  i)orts  in 
gland,  to  seize  the  iron-clads  as  soon  as  they  sail  f  I  am  told  the  tur- 
are  ready  to  he  idaced  in  the  vessels  as  soon  as  they  are  launched. 
doubt  masts,  machinery,  and  everything  cLse  are  ready,  and  will  be 
in,  and  the  vessels  dispatchcMl  immediately.  Xo  time  nnist  be  lost. 
tever  is  done  must  be  done  at  once. 
If  these  vessels  get  out,  they  will  do  us  inu(!h  mischief.  There  are  not 
y  fortifications  or  vessels  abb*  to  resist  them.  I  doubt  if  we  have 
hing  in  the  navy,  either  for  sj)e(»d  or  invulnerability,  that  will  ecjual 
monsters.  Their  armament  will  be  heavy  and  of  the  most  im- 
ed  modern  invention.  No  jjains  or  expeusi*  has  b(»eu  si)ared  in 
construction ;  everj'thing  has  been  done  that  scieuce  or  (experience 
•wild  suggest  to  make  them  iierfect  and  invulnerable.  You  must  not  be 
deceived;  I  assure  you  the^'  are  all  I  have  represented.  [Not  a  moment 
Aould  be  lost  in  preparing  to  meet  them. 

I  hoi)e  to  stop  them  here ;  shall  do  all  that  can  be  done,  but  my  efforts 
ttay  fail,  quite  likely  will  fail.     It  therefore  becomes  Tu^cessary  to  pre- 

!re  to  meet  them,  either  on  the  ocean  or  in  our  own  seaboard  poits. 
y  object  in  writing  is  to  call  jour  attention  to  the  impending  dan- 
ger. 

I  am,  sir,  very  resjKJctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 


SbilOl] 


United  States  Consxlate, 

Liverpool  J  July  4,  1803. 

ftB:  The  ram  at  Lairds^  was  launched  to-day  about  one  oV*lock.    She 
'U  beea  taken  into  one  of  their  private  docks  to  receive  her  masts  and 
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engines.    I  shall  ])n>ciire  evidence  and  make  out  the  best  case  I  can 
against  her.     No  doubt  she  will  be  got  ready  as  soon  as  possible.    1 

not  sanguine  about  stopping  her. 

•  *  •  '•  •       .  • 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  IL  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 

N.  B. — One  of  the  Lairds  stated  yesterday  that  these  rams  wen*  on, 
nally  intended  for  the  Emperor  of  China,  but  that  they  had  sold  t 
to  the  French  government.     At  the  time  of  the  launch  the  English 
was  at  the  stern  and  the  French  flag  on  a  pole  amidships.     From  th 
they  no  doifct  intend  to  set  up  the  pretense  that  she  is  for  the  Freucli. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  449.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  July  10,  18r>3. 

Sir:    •  *  •  •  •  ♦  • 

But  I  regr(*t  to  say  that  the  gravest  case  of  all  is  now  requiring  yoarj 
attention.  One  of  the  iron-clad  war  vessels  which  have  been  for  sol 
a  time  in  process  of  construction  at  ^lessrs.  Lairds' yard,  in  Li  veriK)ol, 
at  last  been  launched,  and  is  to  be  seen  at  that  place.  I  shall  not 
large  upon  her  character,  as  you  Avill  doubtless  receive  full  details 
anothcT  source.  Of  one  thing  there  can  be  no  doubt,  she  is  a  V( 
formidable  war  ship.  Xeither  do  I  question  the  piupose  for  which 
is  designed.  Mr.  Dudley  has  already  furnished  me  ^vith  some 
mony,  which  I  propose  to  lay  before  her  Majesty's  government  as 
basis  for  solemn  remonstr^ance,  so  soon  as  the  necessary  copies  shall  ha 
been  niade  out.  The  better  opinion  is,  that  it  will  take  several  weeks 
prejiare  her  for  departure.  In  the  mean  while  it  will  be  well  for  tha] 
government  to  make  as  much  use  of  tlie  warning  as  possible,  in 
not  to  be  taken  unawares.  So  far  as  the  matter  dejiends  upon 
I  shall  endeavor,  as  fully  as  I  can,  to  carry  out  the  spirit  of  my  iusUno*] 
tions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  Willi A3I  H.  Setvard, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  107. J  United  States  Consulate, 

lAver^oJj  July  10, 1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a  copy  of  an  application  which  I 
made  to  the  collector  of  customs  in  Liver])ool  on  the  7th  instant,  to  stop 
the  ironclad  ram  building  for  the  insurgents  by  the  Messrs.  Laird,  at 
Birkenhead,  and  launched  from  their  yard  on  Saturday  last :  also  copiea 
of  the  affidavits*  of  Captain  William  H.  Russell,  J.  Ellis,  C.  R.  Yoixgi^ 

*  F(»r  those  inclosures,  see  dispateh  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  453,  Jtly  Hl^ 
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•^ft  T.  Chapman,  and  my  own,  upon  wliich  said  application  was  based.   The 
^-  plication  was  made  under  the  foreign  enlistment  act.    Mr.  S<piarey, 
Bi.v  attorney,  attended  me  l)efore  the  collector  and  conducted  the  pro- 
-  eeedings.    No  answer,  as  yet,  has  been  received  to  the  application.    I 
took  copies  of  aJl  these  papers  to  London  and  delivered  them  to  Mr. 
Adams  on  Wednesday  last,  who  has  laid  them  before  Earl  Russell. 
I  hope  the  government  will  take  steps  to  inevent  this  vessel  from 
LTiailing.     You  will  observe  that  Captain  Russell  and  Mr.  Ellis  swear  the 
iTessel  *'  is  armed  with  a  ram  on  the  stem  to  destroy  vessels.'-     This 
jts  Baron  Pollock's  view  of  the  law  as  laid  down  in  tlie  Alexandra 
He  held  to  constitute  an  offense  under  the  act,  that  the  vessel 
be  armed  in  British  waters. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant,     ^ 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

•  [Extracts.] 

fo.  453.]  Legation  of  the  Ignited  States, 

London^  July  10,  LSG3. 

SiB:  I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  my  note  to  Lord 
femsell  of  the  lltji  instant,  making  a  repiesentation  on  the  subject  of 
ke  iron-clad  Tes.sel  launched  from  Mr.  Laird's  yard  at  Liverpool.  It  has 
leen  a<5knowledged  by  his  lordship  in  a  note,  a  copy  of  which  is  also 
Impended. 

I  have  received  from  Mr.  Dudley  two  additional  depositions,  which  I 
pnpose  to  transmit  to  his  lordship  this  day. 

It  is  stated  in  the  newspapers  that  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  have 
ivaed  a  notice  to  the  naval  reserve  that  any  member  takin<»:  service  with 
I  belligerent  will  forfeit  all  his  privile^xes.  Shippiiiji?  jnasters  are  re- 
{aested  to  rei)ort  all  cases,  so  that  they  may  be  dealt  with. 

On  the  whole,  I  think  there  is  an  increasin;*:  conviction  of  the  neces- 
ity  to  enforce  the  obli^^ations  of  neutrality,  notwithstanding  the  strong 
Baniii<^s  of  the  higher  classes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

'  CHARLES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WILLIA3I  H.  Sew^ard, 

Secretary  of  Stnte. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  July  11,  1863. 

^_  _  IjOBD :  It. is  with  unaffected  regiet  that  I  i)erform  the  duty  incum- 
mt  on  ine,  as  the  representative  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
layingr  before  you  copies  of  a  letter  from  the  consul  of  the  United 
at  Liverpool,  and  of  four  depositions,  all  intended  to  ^Vvonv  w  vi^teit- 
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mined  perseverance  in  the  same  acts  of  hostility  at  the  port-  of  C 
whicli  have  formed  the  subject  of  my  remonstrances  almost  from 
I  had  the  honor  first  to  occupy-  this  post. 

In  many  preceding  communications  I  have  endeavored  to  setfoi 
facti^i  which  appear  to  me  to  prove,  beyond  tlie  posibillity  of  a  donl 
establishment  on  the  part  of  the  insurgents  in  the  United  States  of 
tematic  plan  of  warfare  upon  the  jieople  of  the  United  States,  can 
from  the  jmrt-  of  Liverpool,  as  well  as  in  less  degree  from  other  p( 
this  kingdom.  In  this  i)olicy  the  persons  who  have  been  sent  or 
have  acted  a«  agents  have  received  the  aid  and  eftective  co-opera 
numbers  of  her  Majesty's  subjects.  The  results  of  this  conduci 
been  felt  in  the  dispatch  of  numbers  of  steam  vessels,  laden  wit! 
and  munitions  of  war  of  every  description,  together  with  other  sd 
well  a<lapted  to  procrastinate*  the  struggle,  with  a  purpose  of  br 
a  blockade  legitimately  established  and  fully  recognized  by  her} 
in  the  proclamation  issued  by  \wr  forbidding  all  such  acts. 

It  is  needless  to  point  out  to  your  lordship  how  exclusively  tb 
ness  has  been  caiTied  on  by  British  subjects  in  British  vessels,  ai 
much  the  burden  of  war  has  been  increased  by  the  necessity  of  ma 
ing  a  corresponding  naval  force  on  the  ocean  in  order  to  supf 
Nor  yet  will  I  enlarge  upon  the  use  to  which  the  British  islands 
nuida  and  New  Providence  have  been  put  by  British  subjects, 
venient  i)oints  for  the  storing  of  all  these  sui)plies,to  the  end  th 
may  be  more  easily  disiiatched  to  their  illegal  destination. 

But,  not  satisfied  with  the  aid  thus  obtained,  the  next  step 
agents  alluded  to  has  been  to  enlist  the  aid  and  cx)-operation  of 
subjects  in  constructing  for  their  use  steam  vessels  expressly  ada 
the  object  of  caiTying  on  war  against  the  commerce  of  the  peopl 
ITnited  States.  The  extent  to  which  this  has  been  actually  procu 
been  made  \i3ible  to  your  lordship  in  the  various  remonstrances 
fore  presented  by  myself  to  your  attention,  unhappily  too  little 
to  secure  pi*evention,  and  still  more  by  the  fact  that  for  all  the 
now  on  the  ocean  engaged  in  the  work  of  depredation  on  th 
merce  of  the  United  States,  British  subjects  must  be  held  respou 
regard  to  their  construction,  equipment,  manning,  and  outfit. 

Furthermore,  it  apx>ears  that  the  aforesaid  agents,  under  expi 
sti'uctions  from  the  so-called  authorities  of  the  insurgents,  who  s 
short  in  the  pecuniary  means  to  conduct  these  extensive  warlike 
tions,  have  solicited  the  assistance  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  in  th 
dom  in  advancing  to  them  the  funds  to  be  approi^riated  to  these  < 
The  purpose  of  this  application,  to  carr>'  on  the  war  with  the  pc 
the  United  States  with  the  means  thus  raised,  w^as  distinctly  dc 
To  that  end  a  loan  of  three  millions  of  pounds  sterling  was  pr 
That  negotiaticm  was  entered  into,  aTid  the  means  have  actual 
obtained  in  a  great  measure  from  the  contributions  of  her  Majest; 
jects. 

Thus  it  is  manifest  that  all  of  those  things  denominated  the  sii 
war,  to  wit :  men  and  money,  ships,  arms,  gunpowder,  and  supplii 
been  continually  funushed  by  her  Majesty's  subjexits  almost  ft 
beginning  of  the  contest.  A  war  has  thus  been  practically  oondn 
a  portion  of  her  people  against  a  government  with  which  her  Ma 
under  the  most  solemn  of  all  national  engagements  to  preserve  a 
and  durable  peace. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  has  in  the  mean  time  triei 
be  wanting  in  perfonning  the  obligations  incumbent  upon  it  as  i 
of  Gi'eat  Britain.    In  every  particular  in  which  it  has  been  <»ll€ 
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5  manner  it  has  labored  promptly  to  meet  and  satisfy  every 
f  complaint.  So  far  as  possible,  consistently  with  the  difti- 
liich  it  has  been  placed,  it  has  assidiionsly  striven  to  culti- 
►st  kindly  relations.  It  has  been,  therefore,  with  the  great- 
lat  it  has  been  compelled  to  feel  itself  the  innocent  object  of 
active  malevolence  from  a  portion  of  her  Majesty's  subjects 
rgely  contributed  to  aggravate  the  severity  of  its  trials.  The 
?  aid  extended  to  this  rebellion  has  had  its  source  almost  ex- 
m  her  Majesty's  subjects  is  made  too  notpriousby  the  events 
ofle  to  need  to  be  further  enlarged  upon.  In  making  this  rep- 
I  do  not  intend  to  be  understood  as  inii)lying  the  smallest 
m  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  government  in  any  way  to  sanc- 
to  tolerate  the  i)roceedings  com])lained  of.  On  the  contrary, 
record  my  conviction  that  they  condemn  them'as  practical 
ts  of  international  obligations,  which  it  is  their  desire  topre- 
1  the  means  under  their  control.  Fruitless  as  have  been  the 
of  the  remonstrances  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  make,  I 
ire  that  the  causes  a^ssigned  for  it  do  not  relate  to  the  want  of 
1  as  to  the  absence  of  power  in  the  existing  laws  to  reach  a 
it  admitting  this  to  be  the  case,  if  an  injury  be  inflicted  upon 
friendly  nation,  it  surely  cannot  be  a  satisfactory  reply  to  its 

0  say  that  the  government,  having  the  will,  is  not  also  clothed 
.»essary  powers  to  make  reparation  for  the  i>ast  and  effective 
or  the  future. 

lus  acquitted  myself  of  the  painful  duty  of  recapitulating  the 

1  instructed  by  my  government  to  present,  I  now  have  the 
icit  your  attention  to  the  evidence  of  the  last  and  gravest 
tional  hostility  yet  committed.  It  is  the  construction  and 
»f  a  steam  vessel  of  war,  of  the  most  formidable  kind  now 
iie  port  of  Liverpool.  All  the  ai)pliances  of  British  skill  to 
le^truction  appear  to  have  been  resorted  to  for  the  puri)ose 
ury  to  the  people  of  the  United  States.  The  very  construc- 
a  vessel,  in  a  country  itself  in  a  state  of  profound  i)eace,  Avith- 
lanation  of  the  object  to  which  it  is  to  be  applied,  is  calcu- 
ite  uneasiness  on  the  part  of  those  involved  in  a  contest  where 
L  be  expeeted  to  be  made  of  use.  But  when  it  further  appears 
iistructed  by  parties  who  have  been  already  proved  to  have 
le  vessel  of  war  to  the  insurgents  in  America,  and  who  are 
to  be  acting  in  co-operation  with  their  well-known  agents  on 
he  preparation  of  that  now  in  question,  it  is  not  unnatural  that 
dings  should  be  regarded  by  the  government  and  people  of 
States  with  the  greatest  alarm,  as  virtually  tantamount  to  a 
a  in  the  war  by  the  people  of  Great  Britain  to  a  degree 
it  seii^sonably  prevented,  cannot  fail  to  endanger  the  peace 

of  both  countries.  I  trust  I  need  not  assure  your  lordship 
concerned  is  the  government  which  I  have  the  honor  to  rep- 
3  view  of  any  such  possibility,  and  how  earnestly  it  hopes 
jesty's^overnment,  having  the  will,  may  find  itself  likewise 
the  needful  power  to  guard  against  any  such  occurrence, 
mr  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  con- 
dth  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  lordshii)'s  obedient 

CHARLES  FIiA:NCIS  ADAMS, 
n.  Eabl  Eussell,  rfrc,  <Ct.,  c£-c. 
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3Ir,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adains.  J 

United  States  Consttlate, 

Liverpool^  July  8, 1M3. 

Sir  :  I  have  tlio  honor  to  inclose  you  a  copy  of  an  application,  by  me 
made  yesterday,  to  the  collector  of  customs  at  Liveri)ool,  to  stop  thl^ 
iron-clad  ram  building  for  the  insurgents  in  the  United  States  hyttaj 
Messrs.  Laird,  at  Birkenhead,  and  launched  from  their  yard  on  Sati 
last ;  also  coi)ies  df  William  H.  Kusseirs,  Joseph  Ellis's,  (.'larcDi* 
Yonge's,  G.  T.  Chapman's,  and  my  own  ai!1da\its,  upon  which  the  aii 
cation  was  bjised.  The  aflidavits  were  made  before,  and  tlie  original^ 
with,  the  said  collector.  ,; 

I  am,  sir,  yoiu'  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  Charles  Frances  Adams, 

United  States  Minhter^  etc.,  d*e. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Edwards. 

I,  the  undersigned,  Thomas  Haines  Dudley,  consul  for  the  Unitel 
States  of  America  for  the  port  of  Liverpool  and  its  deijendenoies,^! 
hereby  apply  to  you,  on  behalf  of  tlu^  government  of  the  Unite<l  Stattt 
of  America,  to  seize  and  detain  an  iron-clad  steam  vessel  of  niij 
launched  from  the  yard  of  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.,  at  Birkenhead,  on  th 
4th  day  of  July  instant,  and  now  lying  at  Birkenhead  afon^said,  with  M 
tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  with  all  the  materials,  arms,  amnmniftioi 
and  stores  which  may  belong  to  or  be  on  board  of  the  said  vessel,  pursoid 
to  the  power  given  to  you  in  that  behalf  by  the  7th  section  of  the  ad 
of  Parliament,  (50  (George  III,  c.  00,)  on  the  ground  that  said  vessel  ll 
being  equii)ped,  fiunished,  fitted  out,  and  armed,  in  order  that  such Ti* 
sel  shall  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  persons  assuming  to  exercte 
the  i)OA\  er  of  government,  and  called  the  Confederate  States  of  Ainerici| 
and  with  the  intent  to  cruise  and  commit  hostilities  against  the  govern 
ment  and  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America,  with  which  govern 
menther  Majesty  the  Queen  is  not  now  at  war. 

Dated  July  7,  18(>3. 

T.  H.  DUDLEY/ 

Samuel  Price  Edwards, 

Collector  of  Custom^^  Liverpool. 


Depositions  of  W.  H.  Russell  and  Joseph  Ellis. 

We,  William  Hayden  Russell,  of  Brooklyn,  in  the  State  of  New  Yoikf 
in  the  United  States  of  America,  master  maiiner,  now  at  Liver[)ool, » 
the  county  of  Lancaster,  in  England,  and  Joseph  Ellis,  of  No.  161  Athol 
street,  in  Liveq)ool,  aforesaid,  master  shipwright,  make  oath  and  sayt* 
follows : 

1.  I,  the  said  William  Hayden  Eussell,  for  myself  say,  I  have  beenh 
command  of  Ameiican  merchant  vessels  for  the  last  thirty  years,  in' 
for  the  last  eighteen  years  I  have  commanded  packet  ships  tnAi^ 
between  New  York  and  Liverpool ;  I  have  frequently  been  on  boaiu 
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d  American  vessels  of  war  of  all  elasseis,  and  I  am  well 
.  with  their  mode  of  constniction. 

said  Josejih  Ellis,  for  myself  say,  I  have  l>een  regidarly 
)  to  the  business  of  a  shipwright,  and  I  have  assisted  in 'the 
m  of  iron-clad  vessels  of  war. 

we,  the  said  William  Hay<len  Kussell  and  Joseph  Ellis,  for 
W13'  as  follows : 

rday  last,  the  4th  day  of  July  instant,  we  were  presc*nt  in  the 
ng  yard  of  Messrs.  Laird  and  Company,  at  Birkenhead,  when 
d  st<»am  vessel  built  by  them  was  launched, 
essel  in  (piestion  was  one  of  the  iron-clad  steam  vessels  built 
3f  each  other,  at  the  southern  end  of  the  yard,  and  which  ap- 
l>e  in  all  material  respects  simihir  to  <»ach  other, 
e  the  said  vessel  was  lannclu*d  Ave  carefully  examined  her 
We  walked  along  the  whole  length  of  the  vessel  within 
ight  yards  of  her,  and  saw  the  whole  structure  of  the  vessel 
eel  upwards. 

aid  vessel  is,  to  the  best  of  our  judgment,  about  two  hundred 

feet  long,  with  from  thirty-eight  to  foily  feet  beam.     She  is 

ith  iron  plates  from  the  point  of  a  ram,  or  piercer,  ])rojecting 

tt^m  to  within  about  twenty'  feet  from  her  stern.    We  saw  an 

which  one  of  the  foremen  in  the  yard  informed  us  was  pre- 
:he  other  of  the  Siiid  iron-cjlad  vessels,  and  similar  to  the 
n  the  vessel  which  we  saw  launched.  The  thickness  of  such 
about  four  and  one-half  inches.  The  said  vessel  had  a  spac^ 
n  covered  over  with  an  iron-i)lated  house  of  great  strength, 
was  a  large  space  forward,  ai)parently  intended  for  a  fore- 
ich  was  also  covered  with  a  simihir  iron  house, 
am  or  piercer  which  we  have  mentioned  is  a  jjrolongation  of 
f  the  vessel,  pi*ojecting  about  seven  feet  from  a  jKn-pendicular 
I  from  the  upper  i>ait  of  the  stem.  It  is  of  immense  strength, 
dacwl  that  when  the  vessel  is  in  sea-going  trim,  with  her  en- 
stores  on  board,  the  ui)i)er  part  of  it  woukl  be,  as  far  as  we 
two  or  three  feet  below  th(^  surface  of  the  water, 
le  quay,  near  the  Siiid  vessel,  and  also  in  Messrs.  Laird  &  Com- 
d,  we  saw  two  circular  ir(m  turrets  in  the  course  of  construe- 
as  would  be  used  for  carrying  turn^t  guns  on  board  such  a 
he  diameter  of  each  of  the^e  turrets,  as  well  as  we  could  judge, 
20  feet.  The  frames  of  these  turrets  were  of  iron,  of  great 
)laced  about  15  inches  a)>art  from  each  other,  and  they  were 
prepared  to  receive  planking  and  iron  plating, 
wid  vessel  was  built  in  all  res')eets  as  an  ironclad  vessel  of 
s  armed,  as  above  mentioned,  with  a  ]nqjecting  ram  or  piercer 
riM3si^  of  destroying  and  sinking  other  vessels.  AVe  have  no 
in  saving  that  the  said  vessel  is  an  iron-clad  ram  of  the  most 
J  description,  and  cannot  be  intended  for  any  purpose  but  that 

AV.  II.  RUSSELL. 
JOSEPH  ELLIS. 

1  William  Ilayden  Kuss(»ll  and  Joseph  Ellis  were  severally 
jiveipool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the  7th  day  of  July,  1803, 

S.  rillCE  ^i:i) WARDS, 

Collector^  Liverpool. 
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«  DepoHHon  of  Clarence  B,  Yonge. 

Clarence  Randolph  Youge,  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  theUuit^^di 
of  America,  late  paymaster  on  boaid  tlie  steamer  Alabama,  for 
called  the  200,  built  b}'  William  and  John  Laird  f&  Co.,  at  Birkeiii 
makes  oath  and  says: 

I  know  Captain  James  D.  Bnllock,  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  in 
United  States,  now  residing  at  Waterloo,  near  Liveri)ool,  EuglancL 
is  a  commander  in  the  navy  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  A 
ica;  his  business  in  England  is  superintending  the  building  of  iroD-< 
and  other  war  vessels  for  the  Confederate  States.  In  the  autmimof 
Captain  Bullock  came  from  England  to  Savannah,  (Georgia,  in  the 
lish  steamer  Fingal.  At  that  time  I  was  in  the  naval  paymaster's 
in  Savannah,  (leorgia,  under  the  confederate  government.  Previa 
Captain  Bullock  leaving  England,  as  I  afterwards  learned,  he  ha( 
tiacted  for  two  steamers  for  the  confederate  government — one  calV 
Oreto,  now  called  the  Florida,  built  by  AVilliam  C.  Miller  &  Sons,V 
eii)ool;  the  other  the  290,  afterwards  called  the  Eureka,  and  now 
the  Alabanm,  built  by  the  Messrs.  Laird,  at  Birkenhea<l.  Captai 
lock  was  about  to  retiu'u  to  England  to  look  after  the  complei 
these  steiimei's  and  to  assume  comnmnd  of  the  Alabama,  and  v 
some  one  to  accompany  him.  I  was  recommended  by  the  payma 
Savannah  to  Captain  Bullock.  I  was  then  released  by  the  payi 
fi'om  my  engagement,  and  was  subsequently  appointed  by  Captai 
lock,  under  t\\%  written  authority  of  S.  R.  Mallory,  the  secretaiy 
navy  of  the  Confederate  States,  a  paymaster  in  the  confedenit^  na\ 
avssigned  to  the  steamer  Alabama.  We  sailed  for  England  in  the  st 
Annie  Cliilds,  commanded  by  Captain  William  Hammer,  from  Wi 
ton,  Xorth  Carolina,  about*  the  5th  day  of  February,  1802.  C 
James  D.  Bullock,  Lieutenant  John  I^ow,  Midshipmen  Eugene  Maff 
E.  M.  Anderson,  and  myself,  came  over  in  the  Cliilds.  Low,  Maffi 
Anderson  ai*e  now  on  the  Alabanm.  AVe  arrived  at  Livenx>ol  alx 
11th  of  March,  1802.  I  continucMl  as  paymaster  in  the  c^nfe^lerat 
from  the  time  of  my  appointment  in  Savannah,  Georgia,  up  to  tli 
of  my  leaving  the  steamer  Alabama,  at  Port  Royal,  in  January,  li 
went  out  in  tlie  Alabama  Avhen  she  sailed  from  England,  on  the : 
July,  as  paymaster,  and  acted  as  such,  on  said  vessel,  up  to  the  t 
my  leaving  her  as  aforesaid.  Previous  to  our  leaving  Wilmiug 
Febnmry,  I  acted  as  a  clerk  to  Captain  Bullock,  and  attended 
coiTcspondence  with  the  confederate  government  and  others,  anc 
this  correspondence  and  other  circumstances  I  know  that  he  is ; 
mander  in  the  confederate  navy;  that  he  had  contracted  for  buildi 
two  vessels  now  called  the  Florida  and  Alabama  for  the  confederal 
ernment  aforesaid,  and  was  and  is  their  acknowledged  agent  for  bi 
and  fitting  out  naval  or  war  vessels  for  the  so-call^  confederate  g 
ment,  to  cniise  against  and  to  make  war  uj)on  the  goverument  an 
pie  of  the  United  Stati*s.  1  wrote  letters  for  Captain  Bullock  (wh 
signed)  to  Mr.  Mallory,  the  secretary  of  the  cx)nfederate  navy,  aD 
letters  from  the  secretary  to  Captiiin  Bidlock.  There  was  muc 
respondence  about  building  the  two  above  named  and  other  war  i 
in  England  for  the  confederate  government,  and  about  the  monej 
for  the  same,  and  those  thereafter  to  be  built  in  Englaud.  Fioi 
correspondence,  and  the  transactions  afterwards  with  the  firm  of  I 
Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  I  learned  that  Lieutenant  James  H. 
had  been  sent  over  to  England,  by  the  confederate  govemmeiit^  tc 
contracts  in  England  for  building  and  fitting  out  iron-cdad  veiai 
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federate  government,  for  the  piupose  of  committing  acts  of  W)S- 
ajust  and  making  war  ii]:)on  the  government  and  i>eople  of  the 
States. 

io  Bullock  was  directed  by  Mr.  Mallory,  the  secretary  of  the  con- 
navy,  in  the  corres|>ondence  to  which  I  have  referred,  to  aid 
int  North,  and  assist  him  in  getting  np  and  making  contnicts 
ing  and  fitting  ont  these  iron-clad  vessels  in  Enghmd 
we  came  over  to  England,  it  was  iinderstooil  by  myself,  and  tlie 
cers  who  accompanied  us,  that  Captain  BuUock  was  to  have  the 
I  of  the  Alabama,  which  wa**  then  building  oy  the  Lairds  at 
ad,  and  I  was  to  go  in  her  as  paymaster.  1  came  over  for  this 
•uri)08e.  From  the  time  of  my  coming  to  England,  in  March, 
il  I  sailed  in  the  Alabama,  on  the  29tb  of  July,  lSiV2,  my  prin- 
Iness  was  to  pay  the  officers  of  the  confederate  navy  who  were 

in  England,  and  attached  to  the  Alabama,  sent  here  to  Join 
n  her  when  Mnished.  I  used  to  ])ay  them  monthly,  about  the 
e  month,  at  the  office  of  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  ui  Liverpool, 
e  money  for  that  purpose  from  this  firm.  Captain  Bidlock  kept 
l)ers  at  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.'s,  and  transacted  his  business 
the  private  offices  of  this  firm.  I  was  in  the  habit,  diuing  my 
iverpool,  of  visiting  this  office  very  frecpiently,  idmost  every 
saw,  heard,  and  knew  what  was  l)eing  done  and  going  on.  I 
>  visits  to  Lairds'  yard,  in  Birkenhead,  where  the  Alabama  was 
I  saw  Captain  Bulloirk  there  at  times  in  the  yard  w  ith  the 
I  also  saw  the  Lsurds  at  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.'s  office  with 
Udlock.  On  one  of  the 'occasions  of  my  visit  to  ('aptahi  BiU- 
'raser,  Trenholm  &  Co.'s  office,  in  Liverpool,  I  made  for  him  a 
le  original  contract  between  himself  and  the  firm  of  William 

Laird  &  Co.,  at  Birkenhead,  for  building  the  xVlalmma.  This 
d  with  me  while  I  was  serving  as  paymaster  on  that  ship,  and 
b  on  that  vessel  by  me.  1  also  freciueutly  made  copies  of  other 
tters,  &c.,  for  Captain  Bullock.  Before  we  sailed  in  the  Ala- 
iw  the  plans,  drawings,  and  si^ecifications,  made  and  furnished 
m  of  William  and  John  Laird  6:  Co.,  for  building  the  ironclad 

the  so-called  confederate  government;  1  think  it  was  in  the 
June,  18()2;  it  was  in  the  office  of  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  in 
.  Captain  Bullock  had  them.  Mr.  Ereenmn,  the;  chief  en- 
the  Alabsima,  and  several  other  officers  were  there  with  myself 
lin  Bullock  examining  them.  A  set  of  plans  and  specific^ations 
Qg  these  iron-clad  rams  had  been  previously  sent  over  to  Kich- 

the  approval  of  the  confederate  government.  The  Messrs. 
I  some  doubts  whether  the  British  government  would  i)ermit 
uild  and  fit  out  the  vessels  with  towers  or  turrets  on  them,  and 
g  to  ascertain,  through  the  Mr.  Laird  who  Ava.s  a  member  of 
it,  whether  they  wouhl  be  permitted  to  do  so. 
'e  left  Liverpool  Mr.  Lowe  told  me  the  keel  of  one  of  these  iron- 
.  had  been  laid  by  the  Lairds  at  their  yard  before  we  sailed, 
8  afterwards  corroborated  by  Mr.  Ereeman,  the  chief  engineer 
ibama,  who  stated  to  me  that  he  had  been  over  to  the  yard  and 

I  Bnllock  had  made  himself  so  useful  and  efficient  in  building 
la  in  England  that  the  conf<»derate  government  was  not  willing 
*  take  command  of  the  iVlabama,  but  required  him  to  remain 
intend  the  building  and  fitting  out  of  the  ironclads  to  be  built 
jrds  and  others  in  England.  I  learned  this  from  himself.  He 
lAt  he  bad  been  ordered  by  the  navy  department  to  remaivi  lo 
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loik  after  and  superintend  the  building  of  these  very  ironclads.  I 
very  anxious  to  have  e<>mniaud  of  a  vessel,  and  exx)ect€d  in  tlie 
plac^  to  have  the  Oreto,  then  to  have  the  Alabama.  He  told  me. 
before  I  left,  he  would  not  let  all  of  the  iron-clads  slip  through  hisk 
as  the  Oreto  and  Alabama  had. 

On  the  5th  of  A])ril,  1803, 1  went  to  the  ship-yard  of  Willam  and 
Laird  &  Co.,  at  Birkenhead.  In  the  southerly  part  of  their  yard,) 
the  sheds,  side  by  side,  saw  two  ironclad  ram  steamers  whi<*h  tlu 
building  there.  ^  I  believe  them  to  be  the  same  tliat  I  saw  on  the 
and  drawings  made  by  the  Messrs.  Laird  and  in  possession  of  Tt 
Bullock  at  the  office  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  hereinbefore  ment 
I  have  not  the  least  doubt  about  the  matter. 

CLARENCE  R.  Y()N< 

Sworn  before  me,  at  the  custom-house  in  Liveri)ool,  this  Gth  • 
April,  1863. 

S.  PRICE  EDWAI^ 


Deposiiion  of  George  T.  Chapman. 

I,  George  Temple  Chapman,  of  New  York,  in  the  United  St; 
America,  but  now  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lane4i8t^r,  gentl 
make  oath  and  say  as  follows: 

1.  In  the  early  part  of  the  month  of  April  last  I  had  an  occju 
call  at  Messrs.  Fmser,  Trenholm  &  Co.'s  office,  in  Liverpool,  to  sc* 
tain  Bullock,  whom  I  had  known  formerly  in  the  United  States, 
tain  Bullock  was  not  in  when  I  first  called  at  the  office,  but  I  sj 
l^ridleau,  one  of  the  partners  in  the  firm  of  Fraser,  Trenholm 
and  had  some  conversation  with  him.     In  the  course  of  such  c 
sation  Mr.  Pridleau  told  me  tlmt  his  firm  were  the  financial  age 
the  Confedemte  States  of  America,  and  that  I  might  speak  with 
perfect  safety  on  anything  connected  with  the  South,  as  the  wl 
his  establishment  were  in  the  confederate  interest.     I  noticed  tha 
was  a  confederate  tiag  displayed  in  the  office.    On  this  occasion  1 1 
to  Mr.  Pridleau  some  letters  which  had  been  given  to  me  by  the 
Clarence  Randolph  Yonge,  who,  Mr.  Pridleau  told  me,  had  been  C 
Bullock's  secretary,  and  afterwanls  purser  of  the  Alabama. 

2.  On  the  day  following,  on  which  I  had  the  conversation  abov 
tioned  with  Mr.  Pridleau,  I  called  again  at  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenl 
Co.'s  office,  and  saw  there  Captain  Bullock,  who  told  me  that  1 
seen  the  letters  Avhich  I  had  left  with  Mr.  Pridleau,  but  that  the 
of  no  importance,  and  that  he  never  trusted  Yonge  with  an 
important.  Captain  Bullock  told  me  that  he  came  to  Liverjmol  U 
and  procure  ships  and  vessels  of  war  for  the  confederate  service 
referred  to  the  Alabama  and  the  Oreto  or  Florida,  as  two  of  the 
he  had  fitted  out,  and  said  that  he  was  fitting  oufc  more,  but  t 
managed  so  that  he  coiUd  defy  any  one  to  prove  that  he  was  fittiuj 
out  for  the  use  of  the  confederate  government. 

3.  AVhile  I  was  with  Captain  BuUock,  Lieutenant  John  Rai 
Hamilton,  sou  of  Governor  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  (forn 
lieutenant  in  the  United  States  navy,)  came  in,  and  I  recognize 
I  first  knew  him  at  the  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis,  in  the  United  I 
wh(?re  we  were  midshipmen  together.  I  knew  him  afterwards  n 
tenant  in  the  Unite<l  States  service.  He  told  me  he  had  bee 
lieutenant  in  the  coni'ederate  service,  and  that  he  came  over  to 
pool,  by  direction  of  the  Confederate  States  government,  to  aasii 
tain  Bullock  in  the  fitting  out  oi  \e^^\*^  «L\i^  \ft  ^dv\sA  Messra.  1 
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Jiiliolm  &  Co,,  and  to  give  liis  advice  generally,  in  the  interestsfof 
f  confederate  governin(»iit.  The  said  Joliii  Raiidoli)h  Hamilton  tohl 
that  he  and  Bnlloek  had  a  private  olhce  in  Fraser,  Trenhohn  &  C.'o.'s 
ise  of  business,  and  that  the  Ahibania  was  bnilt  ae(!onlin<|f  to  a  model 
pared  by  Oai)tain  Bullock,  and  that  Lairds  were  not  entitle<l  to  any 
Jit  for  that  ship,  lie  spoke  without  hesitation  about  the  Oreto, 
<ih  they  had  sent  out,  aiul  both  he  and  Captain  Bullock  spoke  of 
nselve^*  as  the  employes  of  the  confederate  government,  and  that 
r  were  paid  as  such. 

Ill  the  early  part  of  the  month  of  April  last  a  Captain  ^lorton,  who 
le  overfooker  of  Messrs.  Boult,  English  &  Brandon,  of  Liverpool, 
ehant.s,  took  me  with  him  to  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.'s  shiiibuilding 
I,  at  Birkenhead,  in  order  that  I  might  see  two  iron  rams  or  vessels 
lar,  wbicli  he  said  were,  without  doubt,  for  the  southerners.  I  saw^ 
two  vessels  in  question,  which  were  being  built  alongside  each  other 
he  south  end  of  the  yard.  The  hulls  were  complett*,  and  the  sides 
e  covered  with  slabs  of  teak  wood  about  twelve  inches  thick.  In 
early  part  of  this  present  month  one  of  the  vessels,  the  more  north- 
dly  of  tlie  two,  had  a  great  nund)er  of  her  iron  armor  plates  fixed. 

arniDV  plates  api)eared  to  me  to  be  about  four  inches  thick.  Each 
3el  was  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  f<'(^t  long,  as  well  as  1  could 
2:e,  and  the  deck  of  each  vessel  was  pre])ared  to  receive  two  tiuTCts. 
iw  the  tuiTcts  Imng  built  in  the  yard  near  the  rams  above  mentioned. 
Ji  ram  had  a  stem  made  of  wrcmght-iron,  about  eight  inches  thick, 
jecting  aliout  iivo  feet  under  the  water  line,  and  obviously  intended 
the  pur|)Ose  of  penetrating  and*  destroying  other  vessels.  The  rams 
question  were  of  immense  strength,  and  could  by  no  possibility  be 
Hide<l  tor  anything  but  vessels  of  war.    The  only  other  vessels  build- 

iu  the  yard  at  that  time  were  an  iron-i)lated  vessel  of  war  for  the 
tish  government,  to  be  called  the '' Agincourt,"  and  two  merchant 
Bels,  oue  a  steamer  and  the  other  a  sailing  ship. 

>.  I  841 M?' the  above-mentioned  John  Randolph  Hamilton  sonu*  days 
V I  had  seen  the  raras  above-mentioned  ;  1  met  him  at  his  re«piest 
the  Angel  Hotel,  in  Liverpool.  On  that  o(;casion  the  sjiid  John  Ran- 
Ipli  Hamilton  tokl  me  that  the  rams  which  were  being  built  l)y  Laird 
Company  were  for  the  confederates. 

GKORCJE  TEMPLE  CHAPMAN. 

Sworn  l>efore  me,  at  the  custom-house,  Liverpool,  this  29th  day  of 
me,  1S0.3. 

CI.  St.  GEORGE, i>ro  Collector. 


Deposition  of  T.  H.  Dudley. 

1,  Thomas  Haines  Dudley,  es([.,  of  No.  :\  AW^llesley  Terrace,  Prince's 
irit,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  do  solenndy,  sincerely,  and 
uly  afiirm  and  declare  that  the  taking  of  any  oath  is,  according  to  my 
ligions  belief,  unlawfid ;  and  I  do  also  solemnly,  sincerely,  and  trul}' 
Bnn  and  declare  as  follows : 

!•  1  am  the  consul  of  the  UnitcMl  States  of  Amc^rica  for  the  port  of 
iverpool  and  its  dependencies. 

2.  I  say  there  is  now,  and  for  some  time  i)ast  has  been,  a  war  (»arried 
I  between  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States  of  America 
M  certain  persons  who  have  rebelled  against  such  government,  and 
fttwidecl  to  set  up  and  assume  to  exercise  the  powers  of  government, 
Tiing  themselves  the  Confederate  States. 
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3.  I  further  say  that,  to  the  hest  of  my  knowledge,  iuformation,  mA 
belief,  no  leave  or  license  has  been  had  or  obtained  from  or  of  her  Msj-  - 
esty  the  Queen,  under  her  sign  manual,  or  any  order  in  council,  or  aaf 
proclamation  of  her  said  Majesty,  or  otherwise,  or  at  all  anthorizinuaHj 
l)erson  within  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  to  equip,  furnish,  tt 
out,  or  qrm  Rhii)s  or  vessels,  with  intent  or  in  order  that  suchBbipift 
vessel  shall  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  so-called  Confe<lerit| 
States  to  cruise  or  commit  hostilities  against  the  government  andi)eo|pit 
of  the  said  United  States  of  America,  and  that  her  Majesty  is  not  iMnl 
at  war  with  the  said  United  States. 

4.  I  say  there  have  been  built  in  this  ix>rt  for  the  government  of  tW 
so-called  Confederate  St^ites  two  vessels  of  war.  One  of  them,  Damd 
the  Oreto,  now  called  the  Florida,  was  built  by  Messrs.  W.  C.  Miller  I 
Sons,  of  Liverpool,  and  another,  the  Alabama,  by  Messrs.  Laird  &  Ca 
and  they  have  been  employed  b}-  the  said  so-called  Confederate  Stall 
against  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States  of  AmeriGai 
the  war  that  is  now  going  on  ;  and  armaments  and  war  crews  for  boi 
the  said  vessels  went  out  in  them,  or  were  sent  out  from  England  t 
meet  the  ships  abroad,  and  were  then  placed  on  board  of  them.  Out! 
4th  of  the  present  month  of  July  another  vessel  built  by  the  sjiid  Mean 
Laird  &  Co.,  and  intended  for  an  iron-clad  steam  ram,  and,  as  tki 
deponent  verily  believes,  built  and  intended  for  a  vessel  of  war,  in 
launched  by  them  from  their  shij)building  yard  at  Birkenhead,  bm 
such  vessel  is  noAv  at  Birkenhead,  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  Gra 
Britain  and  Ireland.  . 

5.  I  say  that  I  have  read  the  affidaWts  of  George  Temple  Chapinai 
sworn  on  the  29th  day  of  Jnne  last,  of  Clarence  Eandolph  Yongc,  sw« 
on  the  Cth  day  of  April  last,  and  of  William  Hayden  Russell  and  Josep 
Ellis,  sworn  the  7th  day  of  July  instant,  and  I  say  that  from  the  fad 
there  spoken  to,  and  from  the  facts  and  circumstances  aforesaid,  I  veril 
believe  and  say  that  the  said  vessel  above  mentioned  is  l>eing  equippei 
armed,  and  fitted  out  with  intent  and  in  order  that  the  said  vessel  sbi 
be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  said  persons  setting  up  to  exercise  tt 
power  of  government,  and  called  the  Confederate  States  of  Amelia 
and  with  intent  to  cruise  and  commit  hostilities  against  the  govemmei 
and  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Affirmed  before  me,  at  the  custom-house,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  fl 
Lancaster,  the  7th  day  of  July,  18G3. 

S.  PEICE  EDWAEDS,  Collector. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  July  13, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter oi 
the  nth  instant,  and  I  have  to  state  to  you  that  I  have  lost  no  time  a 
communicating  Avith  the  proper  departments  of  her  Msyesty's  goveifr 
ment  relative  to  the  steam  vessel  of  war  which  is  stated  to  be  in  proo8» 
of  construction  at  Liverpool,  in  order  that  such  steps  may  be  taken  ii 
the  matter  as  can  be  legally  and  properly  adopted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yauraflrf 
obedient,  humble  servant,  i  • 

BdSSEIiL 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <j&o.,  cfcc.,  <fcc. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  Jiihj  16,  1863. 

?ferring  to  dispatch  107,  and  tlie  application  made  by  me  to 

tor  at  Liverpool,  to  stop  the  iron-clad  steam  ram,  buiMin^  by 

8.  Lairds,  at  Birkenhead,  for  the  rebel  government,  whieli  wa« 

from  their  yard  on  the  4th  instant.    I  now  inclose  you  copies  of 

ional  affidavit^,*  one  of  John  Brady,  made  im  the  lltli  instant, 

of  Austin  J.  Hand,  made  yesterday ;  also  a  copy  of  a  letter* 

by  me  yesterday  to  the  collector,  inclosing  the  last  named 

I  forward  copies  of  these  affidavits  to  Minister  Adams,  to  be 

?  Earl  Russell. 

occasion  of  my  visit  at  the  custom-house  yesterday,  I  had  a 
ion  with  S.  Price  Edwards,  abovit  these  two  rams.  He  Avas 
ded,  and  said  he  had  no  official  information,  but  that  he  knew 
iment  had  been  informed  by  the  parti<ss,  that  the  vessels  were 
le<l  for  the  insurgents,  but  were  building  for  one  of  the  Euro- 
niments.  1  ask^  him  for  Avhich,  he  said  either  for  Egypt  or 
Upon  my  calling  this  in  question,  and  stating  my  firm  belief 
were  for  the  confederates,  he  informed  me  that  he  gave 
nee  to  what  the  Lairds  said  about  them.  1  replied  that  the 
brraed  General  Burgoyne  that  the  Alabama  was  for  the  Span- 
riment,  when  they,  and  everybody  else  knew,  as  they  do  now 
3  of  these  two  rams,  that  they  are  for  the  confederate  goveni- 


•e  mistaken,  but  I  infer  from  this  conversation  that  the  Lairds 
I  to  the  government  and  made  some  explanations,  and  that 
ill  be  done  to  stop  these  vi»ssels.  I  h^irned  from  one  of  the 
that  the  masts  are  in,  that  they  are  putting  up  the  rigging, 
he  deck  with  iron  plates,  and  placing  in  the  machinery  as  favSt 
e.  He  thought  she  would  be  ready  for  sea  in  three  weeks. 
5  not  got  the  turrets  in  a^  yet,  but  tlu\v  are  made  and  in  the 
Y  to  be  placed  on  board.  They  are  placing  the  armor-plates  on 
ram.  He  was  of  the  opinion  that  she  would  be  ready  to  launch 
six  weeks, 
n,  sir,  very  respectfidly,  your  obe<lient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
iLLiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  17,  1863. 

•  ••••••* 

rams  building  by  the  Lairds  get  out,  they  will  give  us 
ible.  I  regard  them  as  the  most  formidable  and  dangerous 
oat.  No  time  should  be  lost  in  making  prei)arations  to  meet 
ley  will  be  fast  sailers,  making  thirteen  knots  per  hour,  armed 

tyito see  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward^  No.  459.  July  24,  \^^,po%l.      _^ 
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with  the  heaviest  and  most  improved  giius^  and  almost,  if  not  quite 

iuviihierable.    The  eolle<»tor  tokl  nie,  day  before  yesterday,  that  the  coo 

tract  price  for  buiklinj;^  each  of  them  wa^s  two  hundred  and  twenty -liv« 

thousand  pounds  sterling.    This  lie  no  doubt  ^ot  from  Lairds  theni.seh'c», 

as  he  sees  and  talks  with  them ;  at  least  I  infer  so  from  the  way  be 

talks  to  me. 

**•  *  *  *  •  *  *  • 

I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  I)1:DLEY. 
Hon.  AVILLIA3I  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 

[From  Briii«li  Blue  Book  *' North  America,"  No.  Sj  1H64,  p.  9.] 

Ko.  4. 
Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams,    ' 

Foreign  Office,  July  1 7, 1863, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknoAvledge  tlie  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
16th  instant,  ineh)sing  further  dei)ositions  respecting  the  steam-vessel  _ 
war  which  is  alleged  to  be  fitting  (uit  against  the  United  States  at  tbi 
port  of  Liverpool ;  and  I  have  to  state  to  you  that  I  have  h>st  no  timeii 
communicating  on  the  subject  with  the  proper  department  of  her  ]\Iajesty^ 
government. 

I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

m 

No.  450.]  Legation  of  the  United  States. 

London^  July  24 j  18(0. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  my  note  to  Lord  Bosacl 
of  the  Kith  instant,  together  witli  two  niore  depositions  relating  to  tkf 
iron-clad  vessel  launched  from  the  yard  of  Mr.  Ljiinl.  I  am  given  to 
luiderstand  that  there  is  still  much  hesitation  among  the  law  officers  at 
to  the  sutliciency  of  the  evidence  to  establish  hitentiou  in  this  caue.  I 
have  not  omitted  to  convey  indirectly  my  conviction  that  any  failure  il 
act  in  season  might  be  attended  ^yith  the  most  serious  consequences. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  sen^ant, 

'  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMa 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LondoHj  July  1%  1863.    , 

My  Lord  :  T  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  copid 
of  two  more  affidavits,  in  addition  to  those  already  sent  with  my  note  t(' 


.>, 
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lellth  instant,  relating  to  tlie  war  vessel  now  believed  to  be  fitting  out 
gainst  the  United  States  at  the  port  of  Liverpool. 

I  prav  your  lordship  t.t  accept  the  assurances,  &c.,  &c. 

CHARLES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  cIt.,  tCr.,  d'c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  ^fr.  EdirardH. 

Ukited  States  Consilate,         9 
lArerpool^  July  L5,  1863. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  the  application  that  1  made*  to  vou  on  the  7th  instant 
D  »top  the  iron-chnl'l'ani  building  by  the  Messrs.  Laird  for  the  insurgents 
n  the  LTnited  States,  and  which  was  hunu'hed  on  the  4th  instant,  in 
idditiou  to  the  atfi<lavit  1  then  submitted  to  you,  and  that  of  Joseph 
Brady,  on  the  11th  instant,  I  now  submit  one  othei',  that  of  Austin 
loHeph  Hand,  which  shows  this  vessel, and  theother  ram  not  yet  launched, 
»e  being  built  under  the  superintendence  of  Captain  James  D.  Bullo<rk, 
he  well-known  agent  of  the  so-(;alled  southern  confederacy  in  this  coun- 
ty fur  building  war  vessels. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


THOMAS  FL  DUDLEY. 


S.  Price  Edwards,  Esq., 

Collector  of  LlrerptmL 


Affidavit, 

I,  John  Brady,  of  No.  10  Livingstone  street,  Rirkenhead,  in  tlie  c<mnty 

rf  Chester,  make  oath  and  say:  1  have  worked  m  the  shipbuilding  yard 

Messi-s.  Laird  &  Co.,  at  Birkenhead,  for  several  years.     I  am  now  in 

fir  service  as  a  boiler-maker.     I  remend)er  tlie  keels  of  two  iron-])lated 

I^teselsof  war  being  laid  alongside  each  other  at  the  vsouthern  end  of  the 

f  Jird  alx)ut  tin*  end  of  last  year.     One  of  the  said  vessels  was  launched 

the  4th  daj'of  July  instant.     I  have  seen  Captain  Bullock  in  the  yard 

'\  Tery  frequently  \vhile  the  inm-clad  vessels,  above  nu^iticmed,  have  been 

iuilding.     He  was  very  often  with  the  foreman  who  attended  to  the 

building  of  the  vess<ds  in  question,  or  with  on<'  of  the  Mes.srs.  Laird. 

Be  paid  particular  attention  to  the  vessels  in  question,  and  his  business 

fe  the  yard  api>eared  to  be  to  look  after  the  building  of  the  vessels  above 

lUentioned. 

JOHN  BRADY. 

Sworn  at  Liverjwol,  in  the  county  of  LancavSter,  this  11th  day  of  July, 
1^3,  before  me. 

S.  PRICE  EDWARDS. 

Affidnrit, 

L  Austin  Joseph  Hand,  of  .T)  Crosby  street,  LiveriK)ol,  in  the  county 
^  LaDcaster,  ni^e  oath  and  .4<y :  I  am  a  caulker,  and  work  in  the  yard 
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of  Messrs.  Laird,  at  Rirk(Milian(l.  I  w(Mit  to  work  in  their  yard  j 
before  tlie  Alabama  was  launehed,  and  have  worked  thei'e  ever  si 
I  reineuiber  the  time  the  keels  of  the  two  iron-plate^l  steam  i-ams  isrewl 
laid  alongside  of  each  other  at  the  south  end  of  tli<Mr  yard.  They  we» 
laid  aftt»r  the  Alabanui  was  launched.  They  are  both  armed  on  the  stea 
with  a  ram,  and,  no  <lonbt,  are  intended  for  war  i)uri)os(\^.  One  ot'tbea 
was  lann<*hed  o\\  the  Ith  day  of  the  ]n*esent  month  of  .Inly.  I  sawtte) 
keels  of  these  two  vessels  laid.  1  saw  (^aj)tain  Hnlloek  at  tin*  Alabai 
before  she  was  launched,  an<l  afterwards  at  these  two  iron-clad  rams, 
have  seen  him  in  the  yard  a  nund)er  of  times;  sometinu's  with  oiierf 
the  Messrs.  Laird,  at  other  times  with  the  foreman  of  the  yard.     Hi*  wai 

fihere  assistin*^  and  superintendin;^  the  laying  of  the  k<*els  of  these  tit 
ron-clad  rams.  On  the  oct'asions  I  have  spoken  of,  wIumi  I  have  .se«a 
Captahi  Bullock  in  the  yard  since  the  launching  of  the  Alabama, 
business  se(»m<»d  to  be  in  conniH'tion  with  these  t\u.>  iron-clad  rains  a 
the  superintendence  of  their  building. 

AUSTIN  J.  HANI). 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  the  collector  at  Livenmol,  this  1* 
dav  of  Julv,  180;). 

SAM.  TRICE  EDWARDS. 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Xo.  007.J  Departafrnt  of  State, 

Washington,  JnJy  iMt,  WA. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  the  KUh  of  July  has  been  received  and 
been  submitted  to  the  President. 

The  renumstrance  you  have  presented  to  Earl  RuSvsell  in  repiitlto 
preparation  of  the  new  steam  rams  is  approved.     It  is  with  pleas 
that  I  iiml  that  you  have  thus  anticipated,  and  haveexecuted  in  S4>effe 
ive  a  manner,  the  chief  i)arr  ot  tlu^  instructions  contained  in  my  disp 
addressed  to  you  on  the  11th  instant,  and  numbered  (m1.     Xor  is  it 
fp^atifyin^  that  you  have  ex])ressed  yoursi»lf  in  the  very  spirit  of  tittti 
instruction. 

Ko  one  can  absolutely  foresee  the  vicissitudes  of  any  \yar,  (^siKviaBr 
if  it  be  a  ci>il  conflict.  Y(»t  stat(\smen  and  governments  nuist  deal  viti 
events  as  they  occur,  and  allow  them  the  si^nifnumce  they  seem  to  weaft 
I  think,  therefore,  you  will  do  well  to  inform  Earl  l*uss(»ll  that,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  President,  the  recent  military  and  naval  operatiousji* 
tiiy  an  augnu'nted  contid(Mic(»  that  the  insurrection,  if  it  <lo  not  rewiw 
new  and  extensive  foreign  aid,  must  fail.  Should  it  i*eceive  such  aid, 
and  thus  renew  its  vigin-,  then  the  war,  hitherto  a  civil  war,  will  l>e€onie 
a  foreign  an<l  aggressive  invasion.  We  are  sui'e  that  luir  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment has  no  pnqjose  or  desire  that  the  conHi(?t  shall  take  that  font 
by  means  to  be  derived  from  Great  Hritain,  becaust*  it  would  be  nnjuil 
iu.itsidf,  an<l  perhaps  not  less  injuriims  to  that  country  than  to  the  Unit«4j 
States.  Moreover,  the  law  of  nations  is  nuule  up  of  the  ]>rincip1e8  wbkkj 
are  settled  in  the  conflicts  of  states.  What  is  done  and  tolerated  in  " 
conflict  is  likely  to  be  ac<*e])ted  as  a  standard  for  determining  what 
be  done  and  t(»lerated  in  civil  wars  in  other  countries.  la  counectW^ 
with  this  subject,  I  send  you  a  copy  of  an  iustructioa  of  tills  date,  vUA| 
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^  been  sent  to  Mr.  Dayton.     You  will  niiik<*  its  contents  known  to  Earl 
Ofisell. 

I  am,  sir,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  11.  SKWAKl). 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  t(r.,  dr.,  c(r. 

[FoT  (lis]iateh  from  Mr.  Steward  to  Mr.  Adams,  No.  (m1,  July  11,  18<»3> 
*  8ulxlivisit»n  -The  Alexandra,"  f////r.] 


^fr.  Siicanl  to  Mr,  Ihujion,  ^ 

).  /V^O.]  Dhpautmknt  of  Statf.. 

*  Was/iin(/ton,  Jiili/  iM),  ISO.X 

8lK  :   Your  dispatch  of  the  ITtli  of  »Iuly,  No.  .'JlMI,  lias  l)een  nM^Mvcd. 
The  MiMiiteur  of  the  ."ith  of  »Iuly  eoiitaiued  what  is  understood  to  he  an 
Lthorizeil  exi)osition  of  the  views  of  tlu»   Kmperor  of  tlie   French  in 
<ranl  t<>  the  Hvil  war  now  in-evailin*^  in  the  Uiiit<Ml  States,  w]ii<-li,  for 
le  sak«*  of  aeeuraey,  I  ap))end. 

In  this  exposition  his  Majesty  is  n*]>resent4Ml  as  sayin;,^  tliat  he  has 
ift«'rniiiMMl  to  ;;:iv<*  the  Ihitish  eal)inet  to  un<lerstand  that  if  (Jrcat  Brit- 
iu  Miould  think  that  a  reeo«»:nition  of  tin*  insurgents  would  Im*  likely  to 
ut  an  end  to  the  war,  he  would  hedisposcMl  to  foHow  Ihm-  in  that  course. 

The  Presi(h'nt  has  read  this  annoum-enu'nt  with  surprise  and  rc^^ret. 
lie  Kmi>eror  hasnot  been  left  by  this  ;iovernment  in  doubt  njxui  the 
mhit  that  a  reco<rnition  of  th<*  insurgents  would  l»c  re^iarded  by  it  as  an 
nifriendly  proceeding.  The  IMcsident  does  not  at  all  believe  that  his 
liajes^ty  woidd  adopt  such  a  meastire  without  tirst  bestowin;^'  a  careful 
X>usidei*ation  u])on  th(»  circumstances  in  which  it  is  to  be  executed.  It 
«,tlien»fore,  nnuh*  your  duty  to  miike  known  to  the  French  government 
Eliat  in  the  PresidtMit's  opinion  such  an  examination  would  result  in  the 
BOiiviction  that  our  civil  war  owes  the  lenj;th  and  st»v<'rity  it  has  already 
■tti)im*<l  niaiidy  to  forei«;^n  intluen<'es  nnd  aid.  It  is  the  <»pinion  of  the 
CilitiMl  States  that  a  reco^niti(»n  (»f  the  insui'^euts  by  any  of  the  peat 
powers  would  brin;;  with  it  only  new  complications  and  a;;:;:ravation. 

Yon  will  r<»ad  this  <lispatch  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  and  ;»*ive  him  a 
copy  if  it  shall  be  d(\sired. 

1  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

AVILLIAM  II.  SFWAKI). 

William  L.  Dayton,  Es<j.,  dr.,  dr.,  dc 


MR.   ROFBUCK   AM)   Till:   FRKNf'II    KMPKROR. 

The  Paris  Moiiitenr  (»f  th<»  .")th  instant  containe<l  the  following  in  ref- 
•ftnce  to  Mr.  Roebuck's  late  visit  to  the  Emperor: 

"Explanations  have  been  rendered  n(»cessary  by  an  occurrence  which 
iBoently  took  placein  the  House  of  ( 'ommons.  Me.ssrs.  Koc^buck  ami  Lind- 
%y  \isited  FontainOideau  to  enjrajic  the  Emperor  to  take  olhi'ial  steps 
•t  London  for  the  reeojj^nition  of  the  south(»rn  States.  The  Emperor 
Ssxpr^ssed  his  desire  tosiM*  peace  restored  in  Ann^rica,  but  observed  that 
^gland  haviug  declined  his  i>roposals  of  mediation  the  previous  Octo- 
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ber,  lie  did  not  think  be  conld  submit  a  new  proiiositioii  without 
certainty  of  its  acceptance. 

"His  Majesty  stated  further,  that  his  aiuba.ssador  should,  nevt 
less,  iec<»ive  instructions  to  sound  the  English  cabinet  upon  the  wi 
giving  it  to  understand  that  if  England  thought  the  recognition  o 
South  likely  to  ])ut  an  end  to  the  war,  the  Euiperor  was  disposed 
low  her  in  that  course.  These  exi)lanatious  will  demonstrate  thi 
Emperor  has  not  attempted,  as  certain  publications  pretend,  to 
ence  the  British  Parliament  by  the  me<lium  of  two  of  its  nienil)erjj 
that  took  place  was  a  friendly  interchange  of  opinion  in  an  inte 
which  the  Emperor  saw  no  reason  to  refuse. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seicard.    • 

[Extract.] 

Xo.  111).]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpoo}^  Only  ;U, 
^l\l  :*  *  *  *  *  *  *  • 

The  iron-cla<l  ram  launched  on  the  14th  instant  is  still  in  tli 
at  Lairds'  yard.  Her  mizziMi  and  mainmasts  are  u]),  and  1h»i 
masts  in.  These  are  made  of  iron  plates  in  such  nuinner  as  to  si: 
into  the  other  like  a  telescoiM*.  Her  boilers  are  also  in,an<l  they  a 
at  work  on  her  maciiineiv.  The  turrets  jiic  finislie<l  but  iH»t  vet  in 
on  tin*  vessel,  narntl,  \v]n>  is  to  ship  the  men,  infornuHl  one  of  n 
that  he  wa  not  vet  ready.  He  expected  to  have  the  job  but  wo 
have  mow  tlian  twenty-four  hours  to  do  it  in.  1  am  infornuHl  tl 
olticers  are  all  here  rc^ady  to  tak(»  command  of  her.  From  wh 
])lace  at  the  French  consulate  in  tliis  town,  and  the  converssition 
with  the  collector,  1  think  th(\v  Avill  endeavor  to  get  her  on 
French  vessel. 

I  am,  sir,  vcnir  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUD] 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  AdaviM  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

No.  403.]  ^  Legation  of  the  LTnited  States 

London  J  July  :U  J 

Sir:  I  transmit  copies  of  the  depositions  referred  to  in  my  disp 
No.  453,  of  the  IGth,  and  459,  of  the  24th  of  this  month,  not  sei 
them  at  the  time. 

I  omitted,  last  week,  to  call  your  attention  to  the  remarks  m 
Mr.  Cobden  and  Lord  Palmerston  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on 
day,  the  23d  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  iron-clad  vessel  fitting 
Liverpool.  Inasnun^h  as  his  lordship  thought  fit  to  give  imports 
the  pretence  that  the  French  consul  was  in  some  way  interested 
matter,  [  seized  the  opportunity,  furnished  me  by  the  itiception  o 
ter  from  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  to  apprise  LonT  Russell  of  the  IS 
therein  relat<*d.    Copies  of  the  papers  are  forwardetl  herewith* 
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t  has  been  iiitiinated  to  nu»  tliat  the  jj:()veriiinent  has  determined 
>n  detaining  these  vessels  of  Lairds'.  I  h<)j»e  this  may  be  true,  though 
i  not  in  harmony  witli  my  ideas  of  the  passive  tendeney  of  the  min- 
y.  In  a  conversation  whieli  I  had  with  Mr.  ('obd<*n  previims  to  the 
;del)iite,  I  did  not  eoneeal  from  liim  my  sens<»  of  tlie  ^rave  nature  of 
questions  that  woukl  foUow  the  dispateb  of  sueli  a  vessel  from  here. 
kewise  apprised  him  of  t\w  claims  that  wen*  in  i)ro(r«\^s  of  ae<*u- 
atioii  for  dama;>:es  from  the  vessels  that  had  already  lu»en  sutfered 
epart,  a  fact  of  which  he  did  not  seem  to  be  aware.  I  pc^rceive  that 
ill  tided  to  it  in  his  spe(»eh.  The  Tim(\s  has  also  since  referred  to  it 
n<r  the  facts  connected  with  its  recapitulation  of  tin*  events  of  the 
fs^'ssion. 

1  liave  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  olxnlient  servant, 

*  CilAKLKS  FHANChS  ADAM.S. 
DH.  William  IT..  Sewaud, 

Secretary  of  State. 

he  artidavits  above  referred  to  will  be  f(mnd  inclosed  with  dispatches 
1  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  S(*ward,  Nos.  4r>M,  of  the  HJth,  and  4.j1>  of  the  24tli 
dy,  I.SIkS,  ante. 
)T  debate  referred  to  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Api)endix,  No. 


Mr,  Adam  if  to  Lord  RuhscU, 

Legation  of  the  (Tmted  States, 

jMndoit,  Jnhj^Ty,  1803. 

V  Loud:  Ilavinfc  received  information  of  the  existence  of  a  reijort 
the  iron-clad  vessel  at  Liverpool  had  been  claimed  by  the  French 

n!    at    tlijit  i>ort,  and  InnMn^  since  ]>er(reived  that  some  <-redit  has 
^iveii   to  the  story  by  the  lirst  minister  of  the  crown,  immediate 
<nros  were  taken  to  ascertain  wheth(»r  then*  was  any  foundation  for 
fact. 

low  have  the  hon(»r  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  Mr. 
ley,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liver])ool,  which  api)ears  to 

V  eU»arly  the  i)recise  nature  of  the  pretence. 

1  prav  vour  lordship,  &c., 

CHAIJLES  FKANCLS  ADAMS. 

ight  Hon.  ilARL  Russell,  etc,  <Cy.,  d-e. 


Mr.  Wilding  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Lirerpool  July  24,  LS()3. 

>IR:  On  readhif:  in  the  Times  of  this  moruin<i^  the  statement  rei)orted 
have  been  made  by  Lord  Palmerston  in  reply  to  Mr.  Cobden  last 
jht — ^thjit  he  wiis  informe<l  as  regards  one  of  tlie  iron  clads  leferred 
that  the  French  consul  claimed  it  for  the  Emperor  of  the  French — I 
dresHed  a  note  to  the  French  consul,  askin<(  him  whether  the  informa- 
©referred  to  was  true.  In  reply,  he  sent  his  vice-consul  to  assure  me 
•t  there  is  no  truth  whatever  in  the  ini'ormation ;  that  he  docs  not 
iowof  any  iron-clads  Ijeing  built  here  for  the  Emperor  of  the  French. 
ladcbeased  the  inquiry  to  my  colleague,  not  sui)posing  there  was  any 
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truth  whatever  in  the  information,  but  that  I  might  have  hisautho 
for  saying  there  \vas  none. 

The  vice-eonsnl,  while  with  me,  stated  tliat  about  the  3cl  ormor 
of  the  4tli  of  July,  the  consul  received  an  invitation  from  a  Mr.  Br 
(a  Frenchman,  hut  unknown  to  liim)  to  a  luncheon  at  Messrs.  Ia 
yard,  on  the  4th,  nn  the  occasitm  of  the  launch  of  an  ii-on-dad  vi 
The  invitation  caine  so  late  that  the  consul  said  he  couUl  not  jro. 
vice-c<msul  was  then  asked  to  go;  and  Mr.  Bnivay,  introduced  h; 
of  the  Messrs.  Lainl,  waited  upon  him,  and  j)ressed  him  to  go. 

He,  Mr.  Bravay,  then,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Laird,  said  h(»  wisli 
get  French  pap(»rs  for  the  iron -clad,  and  asked  what  formalities 
necessary,  lie  was  instructed  on  the  point,  and  then  said  the  n 
would  be  attend(Hl  to  by  his  brother,  who  had  more  to  do  with  it 
he  ha<l,  and  that  he  himself  had  to  be  in  ^Madrid  on  the  0th.  Thi 
consul  •referred  to  a  French,  i*arisdire(;tory,  and  asked  Mr.  Hrava.\ 
was  one  of  the  firm  of  Bravay  &  Co.  therein  described  as  mere! 
and  he  sai<l  he  was. 

The  consul  or  vice-consul  has  neither  of  theip  seen  Mr.  Bnivay  < 
Laird  since,  and  did  not  go  to  the  luncheon. 

This  indicates  the  source  of  Lord  Palmerston's  information  ;  an 
that  some  such  trictk  as  getting  foreign  i)apers  for  the  ram,  under 
of  which  she  woidd  sail  out,  has  been  and  i)erhaps  is  intended. 
Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

II Y. WILDING,  YiceCo} 

His  Excellen(»y  Charles  Fiiancis  ^Vdams,  tCc,  ct'c,  dw 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Etract.] 

No.  128.]  United  States  Consulate, 

IAreri)ooJj  Auf/ust  8, 1 

Sir  :  Colonel  George  IL  Bier,  a  lieutenant  in  the  confederate 
with  his  wife,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Joseph  X.  Barney,  and  tv 
gineers — one  by  name  of  William  H.  Jackson,  the  other  I  ha^ 
learned — arrived  here  on  Sunday  last  in  the  steamer  Asia,  froii 
ton  via  Halifax.  Bier,  Barney,  Jackson,  and  the  other  enginerr 
from  Halifax.  Mrs.  Bier  passed  through  our  lines  at  Fort  MonriH* 
an  assumed  nanu'  of  Mrs.  Henry,  and  took  the  steamer  at  .B(ist< 
understood  that  these  ])(tso!is  came  here  to  go  out  a,s  ofticers 
iron-clads  now  building  by  the  Messrs.  Laird  at  Birkenhead.  (' 
Bier  stated  on  the  steamer  that  he  had  been  in  the  confederate 
and  »Ja<*kson,  the  engineer,  that  he  ha<l  been  an  engineer  on  l>oar 
steanu^r  Fh)rida.  Upon  examining  the  register  of  the  so-calkMi 
federate  navy,  I  tind  that  Wwr  is  a  lieutenant  in  their  navy,  and  is 
tioned  as  being  with  their  army,  and  Jackson  a«  an  engineer  c 
steamer  Florida,  thus  confirming  what  they  said  on  the  steamer.  I 
no  doubt  but  what  they  are  here  for  the  puii)ose  of  joining  the  iroii- 
They  have  all  gone  up  to  London.  I  have  informed  Mr.  Adams.  TlM 
clad  that  was  launched  on  the  4th  of  July  has  her  masts  np,boilei 
machinery  in  ;  and,  I  learn  to-day,  is  shipping  her  turrets.  Tlieti 
have  been  completed  for  some  tiiiu*,  and  she  can  be  got  ready  for  fi 
doubt  in  a  week's  time.  Some  three  days  ago  I  was  Informed  tlu 
other  one  was  to  be  launched  on  the  15th  instant,  this  day  week 
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Ifcatthey  are  l>otli  to  be  tiiiisliod  and  leave  this  port  at  the  same  time. 
*  •  •  •  •  •  Om»  thiii»x  i>*  quite  eertaiii,  they  are  finishing  them 
fc  ra]>idly  as  i>os.sil>le,  and  wJierever  they  strike,  they  will  be  (!ai)able  to 
lo  us  much  misehief.  I  believe  from  all  J  can  h»arn  about  them,  that 
^liat  I  have  told  yon  from  time  to  time  is  not  in  the  least  exa^;i:e rated, 
IMi  tbut  for  s]>eed  and  invnln(»rability  they  will  surpass  any  iron-eladn 
fcat  have  ever  been  built.  The  bulwarks  are  on  hin«:es,and  soeonstructed 
l«  to  fall  down  and  lay  in  a  plane  with  the  decks  parallel  with  the 
V^ater.  I  am  tohl  they  are  st)  made  for  a  twolbhl  pur]K).se — to  be  lowered 
vlien  in  action,  so  as  to  jijive  ran<j:e  to  the  j^uiis,  an<l  to  fall  down  when 
in  attempt  is  ma<le  to  board  them,  and  throw  the  men  in  the  water  who 
Ktteiiipt  toelind>  over  them.  Thus  far  the  government  here  has  taken  no 
Iteps  to  stoi)  them  that  I  know  of.     I  am  not  sanguine  that  they  will. 

I  am,  sir,  verv  respectfullv,  vour  olxMliiMit  servant, 

THOMAS  II.  DUDLKY. 
Hon.  William  11.  Sew^ard, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr,  Scirard, 
\So.  120.]  Umthd  States  Consulate, 

fjircrpoul,  Anf/f/st  11,  lS(i,3. 

Sir:  1  in<-lose  you,  marked  Nos.  1  and  1*,  a  copy  of  another  *athdavit 
made  betbre  and  submitted  this  day  to  the  collector  of  tin*  port  of 
Livei*]M)ol,  in  the  ease  of  ironclads  building  for  the  confederates  by  the 
Messrs.  Laird  at  Uirkenhead,  and  of  the  *letter  bv  me  ad<lressed  to  the 
collector  with  the  allidavit. 

Two  of  tin*  nu'n  fnnn  the  yard  tell  nn»that  the  one  now  launche<l  will 
come  out  of  tin*  present  dock  on  the  liOth   instant,  and  that   the  other 
one  will  be  launched  on  the  27th  instant.     1  sni)pose  the  one  tliat  ccmies 
oat  on  the  2r)th  instant  will  be  entirely  tinished. 
I  am,  sir,  ytmr  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  II.  DUDLF.Y. 
Hon.  WILL1A3I  H.  Skward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Wilson  to  Mr,  Seicard, 

[L'liotVuial.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  March  11,  1804. 

Dear  Sir  :  Mr.  Adams  is  absent  for  a  short  season  in  Scotland, 
Which  will  account  for  the  non-reciMpt  of  dispjitches  from  him  this 
Week,  and  which  is  otlicially  st  ited  in  a  dispaidi  1  am  charged  with 
iendiii*:;:  to-day.  There  has  notliin^^  of  material  uiomcMit  o('curre<l  dur- 
ing the  absence  of  Mr.  Adams,  except  the  apj)ar{Mitly  renew<Ml  activity 
of  the  insurgents  and  their  a^^ents  hen*  vw  tittin^'out  ])rivateers  and 
blockade  breakers.  In  this  connection,  thi'  arrival  at  Liv(M'pool  of  a 
namber  of  oflicers  of  the  so-called  c(»nfed(*iare  navv  mav  be  deemed 


■  ^or  thef*e  iiiclusures  ntx  disjiatcli  fnnn  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  S«*\vjinl,  No.  477,  Au«jnHt 
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sig^nificaut.  Tlioy  do  not  <lis*2:iiise  the  fact  that  they  come  to  tak 
vice  on  Ixiard  the  iron-dad  rams  buiUlin«r  at  Birkenhead,  one  of  v 
it  is  stated,  will  be  in  readiness  to  siul  on  the  25th,  and  the  otliei 
launched  on  the  27th.  The  facts  connected  with  the  arrival  t)t 
officers,  together  with  a  further  affidavit  ])rocure<l  by  our  indefal 
consul  at  LiveriMK)!,  Mr.  I>udh\v,  have  Ix^en  sent  in  this  niorniii};. 
pani(Ml  l)y  an  earnest  letter  frtnn  Mr.  Adams  to  Ivarl  Russt»ll. 
Siiid  tliat  Mr.  Laird  pretends  to  liave  sold  these  iron-ehids  to  a 
house  at  Paris,  and  an  effi)rt  will  be  made  to  send  them  out  as 
vessels.  ]Mr.  Sciuarey,  who  was  the  solicitor  of  the  Unit<*d  Stati*: 
Alexandra  case,  told  me  yester<lay  that  he  (IhmihmI  the  case  iv^wi 
iron-clads  much  stronger  than  that  of  the  Alexandra.  Vet,  fn 
le^rn  by  rumor  and  otluTwise,  I  fear  there  is  ;Lj:reat  dan«ri*r  tl 
authorities  will  i)ermit  them  to  <^o.  The  decision  in  the  Ah 
case  has  greatly  strengthened  tln^  hands  of  the  rebels,  and  th 
but  little  ijains  now  to  conceal  their  purposes  of  fitting  out  pir 
sels  in  England. 

It  is  believed  such  an  enterprise  is  on  foot  at  Plymouth  ;  the 
erner  has  arrived  at  Cardilf,  and  the  consul  at  Cork  writes  tlu 
officers  and  crew  hav(»  arriviMl  then*,  to  Jiwait  a  pirate  craft  th: 
pected  otf  (Jueenstown.  Our  most  exc(»llent  consuls  at  I^md 
Liveri)ool  ar(*  vcut  (Mierg(»tic  and  eltective  in  their  efforts,  ai 
doubtless  adviscMl  you  of  all  re<*(»nt  nmvements  in  regard  to  tlu 
ters.  I  have  tliought,  howev<T,  in  the  absence  of  offic'ia 
ment«  from  tlu »  legation  this  week,  that  it  might  be  desirable 
you  siu'li  information  as  has  been  received. 

Mr.  Adams  is  expected  to  n^turn  4m  Wednesday  or  Thiirsd 
will  doubtless  transmit  in  his  next  dispatches  copit^s  of  all  th 
ments  that  have  been  reeeiv(Ml  at  the  legation  during  his  absene 
ing  to  these  i)roeeedings  to  which  I  have  referred. 

The  ciUTcnt  of  po])ular  sentiment  and  beli(»fhas  been  greatly  < 
since  the  arrival  of  int(»lligenc(»  here  of  the  continued  sue<'esse 
Union  armies.  It  ai)pears  now  to  be  the  chiefest  hoj^e  of  th« 
wish  to  see  the  Union  broken  that  the  United  States  will  beci 
broiled  with  France  concerning  Mexico. 

1  have  th(»  honor  to  be,  sir,  voiir  obedient  servant, 

CUAHLKS  8.  WIL 

Hon.  William  II.  Seward, 

^Secretary  of  t^iate. 


Mr.  Dronyn  de  Lhuys  to  Mr.  Merchr, 

[Traublatiou.] 

No.  20.]  Ministry  of  Foreign  Apfairs 

J>iphmatic  Bureau j  Parw,  Auguat  20, 

Sir:  I  have  receiv(»d  the  dispatches  which  you  have  done  me  tb 
to  write  to  me,  uj)  to  No.  101. 

In  one  of  the  late  sittings  of  the  Parliament,  rx>rd  Palnierston,  o 
formally  questioned  by  >Ir.  (\)bden  in  regard  to  maritime  arm 
going  on  at  Liverpool,  spoke  of  a  plated  vessel  which  was  wnd 
be^n  ordered  of  an  English  builder,  Mr.  Laird,  by  the  Ein})eror'8 
ment.    On  his  ])art  the  minister  of  the  United  State-e  at  Paris  ecu 
lijiuself  about  the  coustructiou  of  this  vessel,  which  lie  sapposi 
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JJ^iMlfNltbr  the  con  federate  «»(>vcnnii(nit.  Mr.  Diiyton  rccjiH^stecl  of  nie 
^fcrniatiou  in  tliis  ivjranl,  and  the  eonsnl  of  the  Tnited  States  at  Liver- 
E^IitiHde  a  siuiihir  application  to  Mr.  Len^let,  our  consul  in  that  c^ity. 
"Kj  assertion  of  the  first  hn-d  of  the  treasury  nested  on  an  iiu^orrect 
ftjftlt.  Xo  order  of  this  kin<l  has  l»een  made  in  Hn;;:land  on  a<'count  of 
•© Euji>eror's  ^i^vernnient,  and  tin*  foHowinj^  are  tlic  only  facts  which 
^hl  have  occasioned  tln^  invohmtarv  (MTor  of  L<ird   l*alnierston.     At 

• 

ke(ie;?innin«r  of  th(*  niontli  ofrJulva  Frencinnan  named  Hravav,  calling 
insch'a  partner  in  the  house  of  IJravay  iV:  (.'o.,  of  Paris,  went  with  Mr. 
amtl,  the  huihh»r  at  Hirk<'nhcad,  to  thf»  oilier  of  tin'  ciiancdlor  of  our 
MiNuIat4*  at  Liver|)ooI,  and  asked  what  wen*  th«*  formalities  to  l»e  com- 
iwl  with  in  orcU'r  to  «4:ive  tlie  Fren<h  thi^'  to  a  plated  vessel  whieh  was 
UMit  to  be  built.  Tin*  information  was  furnished,  and  Mr.  Hravay 
iDimiiced  that  he  wouhl  subseqiUMitly  be  in  a  jM>srure  to  prove  the 
ipiich  ownership  of  the  v<*ss(*l.  Sliortly  afti*rwards,  Mr.  Laird  havinjj: 
irninl  tliat  the  consul  of  the  FnittMl  States  at  Liverpool  was  tryin«r  to 
ive  tlie  newly  constructed  vess(»l  seized,  came*  and  asked  Mr.  Len;^let 

make  unoflieial  [ofUcieus]  attplication  at  the  customhouse.  Our  con- 
1  limited  himself  to  makin;^  known  the  circumstam*es  of  this  afl'air  to 
e  lu»ad  of  that  branch  of  service,  but  without  making*  any  formal 
'Uiand,  which,  however,  he  neither  liad  the  ri^^Iit  nor  was  in  a  posture 
I  do.  After  that  Mr.  Hravav  w(Mit  no  mor<*  to  the  oltice  of  tluM'hancel- 
r,  nor  has  he  yet  a<ldr(\ssed  to  the  ofliee  of  eustoms  of  the  empire  any 
!<|iu»st  with  a  view  of  obtainin;^  French  nationality  for  the  vessel  in 
oestion. 

Such,  sir,  are  tin*  ex]»lanations  which  I  have  already  *riven  to  Mr. 
hivtun,  and  which  I  det»m  it  mv  dutv  to  communicate  to  vou,  in  order 
hat  you  may,  if  yon  arecalhMlon  to  do  so,^)n  yoin*  part,  (»nlijiliten  the 
abinct  at  Washiu;rton  as  to  the  true*  character  of  this  incident. 

Accept,  sir,  assurances  t)f  mv  hi«;li  consideration. 

DIJOrVN  DF  LMl  VS. 

Mr.  MF:K('n:K, 

Miuisfer  of  the  Empvror  nt  Washiitf/fon. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  SeiranK 
[Kxtnirt.] 
0.171.]  LE(rATI()N    OF   TIIK   rMTKD   STATES, 

London,  AufjUHt  20,  18();3. 

Sin ;  In  addition  to  the  series  of  dis])atches  from  \\w  department  re- 
ived last  we<*k  at  this  legation,  and  acknowl(»d;!:ed,  in  my  al)seiM*e  in 
cotland,  by  Mr.  Wilson,  the  secretary,  T  hav<»  now  to  take  notice  of  a 
irther  and  most  inter(»stin^  series  that  cam(»  the  pn»sent  W(M»k,  num- 
i?ivdfroiii  OfiT  to  (ill,  both  inclusive. 

I  am  happy  to  lind  in  your  nund)er  007,  of  the  2!)th  of  Jidy,  so 
atterin*'  a  confirmation  of  the  action  which  I  felt  it  necessarv  to  take 
f  the  launching  of  the  tirst  ironclad  from  ^Fr.  Laiid's  yanl,  in  at  once 
veseutiiig  my  note  of  the  1 1th  of  July  to  Lonl  l^lssell.  Had  1  thoufjht 
he  time  wonhl  have  permitted,  I  should  hav<»  awaited  your  espe- 
ial instractions  for  the  sake  of  the  additional  wei«,dit  they  impart  to 
wA  a  proceeding.  But  1  was  fearful  that  any  delay  mi«j:ht,  in  cas(»  of  the 
•cape  of  the  vessel,  be  attributed  to  the  lateness  of  luy  uoUcvj^mxxviYLm 
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the  way  SO  sinj^fiilarly  attempted  in  the  cjise  of  gunboat  No.  290,aa 
determined  to  act  at  o'.iee.    1  now  infer  tliat  my  judgrnient  was  eorr 
postponing?  further  aeticm  under  your  dispateh  No.  051,  as  explained  ia 
my  No.  405,  of  the  ^Ust  of  July. 

Lonl  liussell,  like  everybody  else,  is  out  of  town  durinjr  this  season, 
I  shall,  however,  prepare  a  note  for  his  consideration,  embiMlyiuj;  the 
substance  of  your  No.  (HiT,  and  api)endinfx  a  copy  of  your  No.  ;iS(>,  to 
Mr.  Dayton,  which  came  enclosed  with  it. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  s(»rvant, 

'  CUAKLKS  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WILLIA3I  II.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  dispat<;h  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  No.  G.">1,  July  11, 18GJ 
and  also  dis[»atch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mn  Seward,  No  405,  July  .'U,  18G3k 
see  subdivision  "The  Alexandra,"  aw /c] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  477.]  Legation  of  tue  United  States, 

London^  Anijmt  21,  1S<>3. 

Sir  :  T  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  further  hitters  and  i>apeit 
which  have  passed  between  myself  and  the  Foreij>n  Oltice  relating;  to tlie 
iron-clad  vessels  fitting  tmt  at  Liverpool,  by  Mr.  Laird,  for  the  use  of  tiie 
rebels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  ITe,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

*  CHARLES  Fli^VNOlS  ADAMa 
lion.  Wu^LiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  July  20,  isr>3. 

Sir  :  T  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
25tU  instant,  and  to  acquaint  you  that  the  information  therein  coutained, 
relative*  to  the  iron-clad  vessels  in  course  of  construction  at  Mes-sri 
Laird's  yard,  at  Birkenhead,  has  been  communicated  to  the  proper deiKirt- 
ment  other  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  must  | 
obedient,  liumbh*  servant, 

EUSSELL 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfc,  etc.,  dr. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  Atigust  14, 1863» 
My  Lord:  I  hav^e  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  couaideratioiiacoif 
'  a  letter  from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool|  oontwilf 
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ler  inforniatioQ  respecting  movements  of  persons  believed  to  be 
its  of  tbe  iuBurgents  at  tbat  poH.  1  i\*gret  to  penieive  tbat  tbe  pre- 
tion  of  the  dangerous  armed  vessels,  of  whieh  I  liave  had  the  honor 
tofoi^  to  take  notice,  in  my  note  to  your  iordshii),  is  not  intermitted, 
ditlicult  for  me  to  g:ive  ycmr  lordship  an  adecpiate  id(»a  of  tin*  uneasi- 
and  anxiety  createtl  in  the  dift'erent  ports  of  the  United  States  by 
dea  that  instniments  of  injury,  of  so  formidaWe  a  character,  continue 
iivaten  their  safety,  as  issuing  from  the  iKU'ts  of  Great  i^ritain,  a 
try  with  which  the  peoph*  of  the  l'nit(»d  8tat(»s  an*  irt  i)cace. 
►ray  y<nir  lordship  to  receive  the  assurances  of  the  hi«ji:h  consideration 
whi<'h  I  am  vour  obedient  servant, 

(IIAHLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

gbt  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  d-c,  dr.,  dc. 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr,  Adamn, 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool y  August  7,  1803. 

R:  Colonel  George  H.  Bier,  a  lieutenant  in  the  confederate  navy, 
I  his  wife,  a  man  by  imnn*  of  Josepii  X.  Rarney,  and  two  en^ine<4\s, 
by  name  of  \V.  11.  Jackson,  (the  other  I  have  not  learned,)  arrived 
»  on  Sunday^  last,  in  the  stt^amer  Asia,  from  Hoston,  ria  Halifax. 
%  Barney,  Jackson,  and  the  other  engineer  came  from  Halifax.  ,  Mrs. 
i*  passed  through  our  lines  at  Fort  Monroe,  under  the  assunu*d  name 
Mrs.  Henry.  1  understand,  throu»;:h  a  pass(Mig<n'  on  board  of  the 
II, that  these  i>ersons  came  hen^  to  go  out  as  ofticers  in  the  ironclads 
'  building  by  the  Messrs.  Laird,  at  i>irkenliead. 
olonel  BLer  stated  in  tin*  sti^amer  that  he  had  been  in  the  confederate 
y,  and  Jackson,  the  engineer,  that  he  had  been  as  an  engineer  on  the 
liner  Florida.  U[)on  examining  the  register  of  the  confcMlerate  navy, 
id  that  Bier  is  a  lieutenant  in  tlu*ir  navy,  and  is  nuMitioned  as  being 
1  tlu'  army,  and  Jackson,  as  an  engineer,  in  the  steamer  I'lorida, 
s  (M»nfirming  all  they  told  the  passengers.  I  have  no  doubt  about 
truth  of  their  statements,  that  they  are  here  to  join  these  iron -chids. 
he  one  that  is  launc>hed  has  her  masts  up,  boilers  and  machinery  in, 
I  learn  to-day  is  shipping  her  turrets.  She,  no  doubt,  can  be  got 
ly  for  s(»a  in  a  Aveek's  time.  My  information  about  the  other  is  that 
Ls  to  bi*  launched  on  the  15th  instant,  to-morrow  w(»ek.  ; 

I  am,  sir,  verv  respectfullv,  vour  obeditMit  servant, 

THOMAS  U.  DUDLEY. 
iHAiiLES  Francis  Adams,  Esq., 

United  State^i  Minister, 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr,  Edicarda. 

United  States  Consiti^ate, 

Liverpool y  August  11,  1803. 

tiR:  Ivefen-ing  to  the  application  heretofore  made  by  me  to  you,  to 
\i  the  ironclad  ram  now  building  by  the  ^Messrs.  TiUird,  at  JMrkenhead, 
the  so-called  southern  confederacy,  and  which  was  launched  on  the 
day  of  July  last  past,  I  now  submit  to  you  another  aflidavit,  that  of 
ma»  Sweeney,  of  Liverpool,  which,  with  those  heretofoi*e  submitted, 
ope  will  induce  you  to  take  the  necessiiry  steps  (if  they  l\axe>  \xft\» 
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already  beoii  takon)  to  prevent  this  vessel  from  sailing,  destined,  uji  slie 
is,  to  make  war  u])on,  and  commit  acts  of  hostility  against^  the  ♦rovm 
ment  of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  verv  i"espectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 

United  /States  Omsul 
S.  Price  Edwards,  Esq., 

Collector  at  Liverpool, 


Affidavit  of  Thoman  Sweeney. 

Thomas  Sweeney,  of  Xo.  57  Crosby  street,  Liverpool,  being  ilnlv  swor 
doth  dejMJse  and  say:  T  am  a  deck  phiner,  and  am  now,  and  have  Im'i 
for  abont  ten  years  last  past,  in  the  employ  of  the  Messrs.  Laird,  shi 
builders  at  Birkenhead. 

There  an^  now  building  in  their  yard  two  iron*clad  steam  war  >«'sse 
T1h\v  arc  sister  ships  of  same  size,  dimensions,  and  constnnMion.  bu 
side  by  si<le,  in  the  soutluTii  i)art  of  their  yard.  Each  is  armed  on  t 
stem  with  an  iron  piercer,  or  ram,  for  the  purpose  of  piercing  and  dt*stnj 
ing  vess(»ls.  They  are  known  and  numbered  in  the  yard  as  Nos.  I'! 
and  295,  rcs])ectively;  they  are  each  being  built  apparently  for  turret 

On  the  4th  day  of  July  last  past  Xo.  294  was  launched,  and  then  plati 
in  one  of  the  dry  <locks  of  said  yaid,  where  she  is  now  being  complete 
Her  boilers  and  machinery  are  in,  and  her  three  masts  uj);  the  two  tii 
rets  for  her  guns  are  alongside,  nearly  in  a  complete  condition,  and  reiu 
to  be  placed  on  board. 

I  have  talked  with  many  of  the  men  and  workmen  in  the  yard,  wl 
are  now  and  have  been,  from  time  to  time,  employed  and  working'  the: 
on  their  vessels,  and  they  have  told  me  they  were  for  the  confederat 
in  the  United  States,  the  same])arties  for  whom  the  Alabama  was  bnil 
On  the  2\Hh  dav  of  Julv  last  past  I  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Miior 
one  of  the  head  workmen  in  the  yard.  I  asked  him  what  he  thoug:lit( 
the  Alabama.  His  reply  was,  '•  She  was  all  right  enough,''  but  sail 
*' wait  for  the  294  and  295  (alluding  to  the  rams  above  mentioned)  p 
out  and  alongside  the  Alabama,  ami  then  you  will  so(m  s(h»  the  souther 
]>orts  opened" — meaning  the  i)orts  in  the  stmtheru  confediTacy  uo 
blockaded. 

On  the  7th  of  August  instant  I  had  a  conversiitiou  with  Captain  Hei 
derson,  the  head  rigger  in  Messrs.  Laird's  yard.  1  asked  him  tomak 
room  and  get  my  sou  and  son-in-law  a  berth  on  No.  294.  He  saidh 
would  not  a<ivise  me  to  let  them  go  on  this  vessel,  as  Nos.  294  and  29 
were  both  going  out  on  purpose  to  light  against  the  federals,  and  t 
break  up  the  blockade;  but  Ment  on  further  to  say:  ''If  either  of  thei 
wants  a  berth  on  these  vesscds  I  shall  find  them  one,  but  they  will  no 
be  told  where  they  are  going  to."  At  tin*  time  the  Alabama  was  beiDi 
built  in  the  yard,  my  present  son-in-law  was  going  to  ship  in  her,  and 
bad  a  conversation  with  Cai>tain  Henderson  about  it,  and  he  told  » 
then,  in  substance,  what  he  told  me  on  the  7th  instant,  about  thetw 
rams,  numbers  294  and  295. 

THOMAS  SWEENEY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  at  the  customs,  in  Uverpool^tki 
11th  day  of  August,  1803. 

W.  G.  8TEWARL 
Deputy  AmsUimt  Co!bmr» 
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^1/r.  iMyard  to  Mr,  Adnmn. 

m 

Foreign  Office,  Avgmt  14, 1803. 

R:  I  liave  tlio  lioiior,  in  Lord  lIusseH's  abseii(!0,  to  a<*kiiowUHlge  tlie 
\M  of  your  letter  of  tlio  14tli  instant,  inclosing  eopies  of  furtlier  papers 
ive  to  the  iron-rlads  in  (bourse  of  eonstnietion  at  Messrs.  Lairds^  yard, 
rkenliead,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  yon  that  I  liave  lost  no 
in  etunmnnieatin^  eopies  of  these  papers  to  the  proi)er  departments 
r  Majesty's  pfovernnient. 

ave-the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  considt^ration,  sir,  your  most 
ent,  humhh'  servant, 

A.  11.  LAYAKl). 
ARLES  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cIt.,  d-c,  ike. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

\SS.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Par  is,  Amjiifit  I'T,  1803. 

i:  I  have  recently  had  inteniews  with  Mr.  Drouyn  (h'  Lhuys  in 
iMiee  to  the  two  iron-elad  vess(»ls 'now  being  built  at  r>irkeidu^ad, 
Liv<»rp<K)l.  by  the  Messrs.  Laird  foi*  the  rebels  of  the  South,  as  was 
ve<l.     Our  consul  at  Liverpool  was  indue<Ml  to  think  that  by  virtue 

sham  sale  to  a  Fn'iH-lnnan  named  IWavnv  thev  wi-rr  alnnit  to  get 
lie  v«-ssi'ls,  or  one  of  tlicm,  as  Fn'ncli  pn)|)«'rt>,  and  un<h»r  the 
ih  tlag,  to  be  hanchnl  over, when  clear  of  Hiitish  jui'isdi<-tion,  U^  the 
'denites,  their  true  owners.  Lord  Falmerston  sai<l,  too,  in  tlu*  House 
unnions,  that  he  was  informed  that  the  Freneh  government,  through 
msul  at  Liverpool,  clainuHl  one  of  these  ironclads.  1  at  onee  ap- 
■d  to  Mr.  Drouyn  (U»  Lhuys  to  pn»vent  what  I  ])elieved  to  be  intended  a 
lulent  use  of  the  French  Hag.  IW  promised  me  to  attend  to  the 
I't  ])romi)tly.  But  he  said  he  kiu*w  Mr.  }5ravay,  and  was  aware  of 
net  that  the  Pacha  of  Eg>'i)t,  with  whom  Bravay  had  much  to  do, 
authorized  him  or  his  company  to  buy  shijjs  for  him,  tlH»  Pacha, 
r  ill  France  or  England.  In  a  subsecpuMit  interview  Mr.  Drouyn 
liuys  told  me  he  had  made  all  neressary  incpiiries,  and  that  neither 
EniiM»ror,  the  minister  of  marine,  the  minister  of  tinanee,  nor  the 
ch  consul  at  Liver]>ool  knew  anything  of  any  cL'iim  to  sueh  vessel 
'Ssels  on  the  pait  of  the  French  government;  and  that  a  stat(»ment 
lat  etlV^ct  by  Lord  Palmerston,  as  reported  in  the  London  Times, 

have  iH^en  maile  on  en-onc^ous  information.  I  then  endeavored  to 
ess  on  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  the  great  im]M>rtance  of  preveiiting 
Killing  of  these  vessels,  as  French  vessels,  from  a  British  port,  by 
neglect  of  the  French  consul  tluae,  or  any  fraudulent  ('ontrivance 
auageuient  on  the  part  of  French  eitizens.  He  sai<l  if  I  would  suj)- 
liui  with  ])apers  or  evidence  indicating  the  i\»al  own(*rship  and  piu*- 

of  these  ironclads,  he  would  hav<»  sonu*  groun<ls  to  act  u})on,  and 
Id  see  that  the  French  (fonsul  nt  Liverpool  was  j>roperly  on  his 
•d.  I  therefore  had  full  eopies  nnule  of  the  letter  of  our  <M)nsul  at 
iq)ool,  and  all  the  atlidavits  he  had  su[)plied  to  the  British  govern- 
t  ou  this  subject,  and  ineh)se(l  them  to  the  department  of  foreign 
iTH  hei*e. 

ist  night  I  I'ec^nved  from  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  a  lett(»r  in  rejdy,  a 
islatiou  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed.    If  the  statements  by  Mv. 
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Bravay,  referred  tx)  in  this  letter,  be  tnie,  that  he  has  ]>ou^httlieseir«ft. 
chuls  for  the  Paeha  of  E^ypt,  and  they  are  delivered,  we  will  have  made 
anijnportant  escape,  not  from  the  ironclads  only,  but  from  what  is,iB 
my  jnd^ment,  still  more  important,  from  fuither  (^nest ions  with  Enj^laud 
on  this  point  for  the  present. 

The  French  government  has  in  this  matter  aeted  openly,  and  well,  .•» 
far  as  can  be  now  setMi. 

'.1  am,  sir,  yoiu*  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  II.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Drouyn  de  Uiuys  to  Mr,  Daytan. 

[Translation.] 

Parts,  August  25,  lSi)3. 

Sir:  T  have  receivcnl,  with  its  ac<;om])animents,  the  letter  which  y 
did  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me  of  the  date  of  the  22d  of  this  month 
the  snl>ject  of  two  iron-clad  vessels  which  are  being:  constrncted 
Birkenh(»ad,  near  Liverpool. 

Since  the  interview,  which  yon  are  pleased  to  recall  to  me.  a  Frencfc 
merchant,  M.  Hravay,  has  a(hhess(Ml  himself  to  my  department,  to  m 
knowii  to  me  that  these  vessels  had  bet^i  pnrchased,  throu;y:h  his  agency, 
on  the  account  of  the  Pacha  of  E^ypt.  Ue  claimed  at  the  same  tima 
the  support  of  the  end)assy  of  hf^  Maj(»sty  in  England,  in  onler  to  be 
able  to  send  them  to  Alexandria. 

I  have  answered  that  the  ships  in  question  liavin^^  a  forei*rn  destin* 
tion,  the  French  agents  had  no  authority  to  intervene  in  this  ciivn* 
stance  with  the  British  administration,  and  that  it  belonged  only  to  the 
Egyptian  government  to  make  to  the  English  authoriti(»s  the  justifica- 
tions nec(\ssary  to  authorize  the  going  out  of  these  ships.  I  have  wntt«i 
in  the  same  sense  to  the  embassy  of  the  Emperor  at  London,  as  welliii 
to  the  consul  of  his  Majesty  at  Liverpool. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  1  hare 
the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  very  humble  and  verv  obedient  servant, 

DKOUYN  DE  LIIl  YS. 

Mr.  Dayton, 

Minister  of  the  United  States,  Paris, 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

Xo.  142.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  Augmt  28, 1861 

Sir  :  Yesterday  one  of  the  turrets  was  hoisted  on  board,  and  pat  !• 
its  place  on  tin*  ram  Xo.  29G,  launched  from  Laird's  yard  on  the4tkrf 
July  last.  I  understand  they  are  preparing  the  other  turret  to^» 
•  •#•#•  rji^g  Emancipation  Society  of  Loudon  addressed  a 
memorial  to  Earl  Russell  the  early  part  of  this  week,  praying  lun  ^ 
stop  the  vessels.    1  do  not  know  whether  it  will  hare  any  efBsct  xsff^ 
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Sari,  Imt  it  seems  to  have  called  the  attention  of  the  people  to  the 

er,  and  to  provoke  discussion  in  the  papers.    •     ♦     ♦     •     •     It  is 

the  other  will  be  launched  either  to-morrow  or  on  Monday  next. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  ir.  DUDLEY. 

>I1.  WILL1A3I  II.  SkWAKD, 

Secretary  of  ^'.late.  ^ 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

14:^.]  United  States  Consulate, 

LiverpooU  A  tujmt  2l>,  1803. 
R:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  other  steam  ironclad  ram,  buihlinpf 
he  Messrs.  Laird,  at  Birkenliead,  lor  the  insur^(Mits  in  the  Ignited 
es,  was  this  (hiy  launched  from  their  yard.  This  vesstO  is  a  sister 
to  the  one  launched  on  the  4th  of  July  last,  of  the  same  size  and 
itruction  in  all  pailiculars.  This  one  is  No.  207.  She,  like  her  sister, 
ined  on  the  stem  with  an  iron  ram  or  piercer  for  destroying  vessels. 
had  the  English  tiag  llyii»|?  from  her  stern,  and  the  Frencli  Hag  lly- 
from  a  iM>le  or  mast  at  midships  at  the  time  of  the  launch.  They 
e  taken  her  into  one  of  their  do(.*ks  in  their  yard,  wher(»  she  is  to  re- 
e  her  machinery,  tiu*rets,  &c.  The  machinery  is  all  ready,  and  will 
mt  in  at  once. 

mentiontMl  in  my  dispatch  of  yesterday  that  the  one  lauiu'hed  on  the 
i)f  July  was  fully  rigged,  and  had  one  of  her  turrets  in.  Dunngthe 
T  part  of  the  <lay  I  heard  a  rumor  that  she  was  to  be  taken  out  either 
night  or  to-night.   I  wrote  at  once  to  the  collector.     Inclosure  No.  1 

copy  of  my  letter  to  him. 
•  *  *  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  11.  DUDLEY. 
i)u.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Edicards. 

United  St/Vtes  Consulate, 

Liverpool  J  August  28, 1803. 

R:  KefeiTing  to  the  ai)plication  which  1  made  to  you  to  stop  the 
-chid  ram,  building  by  the  Messrs.  Laird  for  the  confederates,  and 
iih  was  laiuu'hed  from  their  vard  on  the  4th  of  »Iulv  last,  1  now  have 
L»i)ort  to  you  that  said  ram  took  in  one  of  her  turrets  yivsterday,  and 
11  informed  that  she  can  be  made  n^ady  for  sea  in  a  very  tew  Inmrs. 
Q  further  informcMl  that  it  is  the  iutenticm  of  the  Lainls  to  run  her 
to  sea  either  to-night  or  to-morrow  night. 

hoi)e  you  will  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  detain  her  from 
ing. 

I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  sei  vant, 

THOMAS  II.  DUDLEY. 
.  Price  Edwards,  Esq., 

Collector  of  Cmtifms^  Liverpool. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[Extract.] 

Xo.  144.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  September  1, 1863. 

Sir:         •  •  *  •  •  • 

To-day  I  iiiado  application,  in  writing,  in  pnrsnan<?e  of  the  act  of 
lianient,  to  the  colkvtor  of  Ijiv(Tpool  to  stop  the  ram  hiunelied  on 
urday  last.  It  was  l)ased  <ni  two  atlidavits  made  to-day  :  to  wit,  by  Ji 
seph  Kills  and  myself,  and  thos<»  tiled  in  the  oth(»r  ease.*  luek 
Nos.  4,  5  and  (>  are  copies  of  the  application  made  to-day,  and  the 
affidavits.  Inclosnre  No.  7  is  a  copy  of  an  affidavit  made  last  8at 
by  (Captain  Prentice.  We  are  still  in  donbt  abont  th<»  a<*titm  of  theBrii 
government.  Th(\v  do  not  Ml  ns  what  they  intend  to  do.  Tlie 
thing  we  do  know  is,  that  up  t  >  the  presinit  time  they  Imve  done  iiothi 
All  tlie  evidence  I  have  is  now  in.  It  is  a  strong;:  ease  of  eircumstano 
ipiite  sufficient  not  oidy  to  warrant  them  in  stopjiinf;:  the  vessi^ls,  bnt,i 
my  opinion,  to  nmke  it  their  duty  to  do  so.  Copies  of  all  thesi*  \ya\\ 
have  be(in  fcnwarded  by  me  to  Mr.  Adams,  to  be  by  him  laid  beAu-e Bad 
Russell.  Thev  are  both  in  the  same  <lock  in  Laird's  vard.  Tlio  obb 
launched  on  the  4th  of  July  has  her  masts  uj),  is  fully  rig«^ed,  her  mi- 
cinery  all  in,  smoke-stack  up,  and  both  her  tun-ets  on.  8he  is  fast  ap* 
])roachinfj:  comj>letion.  I  see  nothinjj^  to  i>revent  her  <roin<4:t)ut  whenever 
she  choos(\s.  The  armament  will  consist  of  the  ram,  or  pierc<*r.  in  tbe 
stein  for  destroy  in, i»' shi  J  )s,  and  six  ritlcd  Hlakely  guns,  two  in  eacli  oftht 
turrets,  and  two  in  the  stern,  the  last-named  what  they  calf  here  chase* 
I  think  tiicre  is  no  (h)ii»>t  alxuit  this  being  the  armamei.«.  Some  tell 
the  bor(\s  of  the  guns  are  to  be  twelve-inch,  others  that  they  are  Mi 
inch. 

Cai)taiiiMaffitt,  from  tin* Florida, and ( 'aptain Bulhn'k  wereatDublin 
Saturday  last,  with  three  or  fourot  her  insurgent  n«aval  officers  in  tliiscooi's 
try.  Every  steamer  brings  two  or  three.  The  st^»amer  tlnit  arrived 
on  Sunday  last  frimi  Boston,  ria  Halifax,  it  is  said,  brought  thrive  orfi 
These  officers  can  be  here  but  tor  one  i)urpose,  and  that  is  to  takt' 
mand  of  these  vessels.  Indeec],  this  is  admitted  by  the  secessioni 
h(»re.  It  is  now  understood  that  the  rams,  if  they  get  out,  are  to 
the  blockade.  I  am  told,  since  the  fall  of  Vicksburg,  that  they  liart 
giv(*n  uj)  the  contemplated  attack  upon  New  Orleans.  I  tliink  tlicFloii 
is  here  to  esc(ut  them  out.  She  is  now  at  Brest,  and  no  doubt  will  !••' 
main  there  or  sonunvhere  on  the  coast  until  the  rams  are  ready  to 
1  am,  sir,  vour  obedi(»nt  servant, 

THOMAS  II.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

tSeeretary  of  State. 


1 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

No.  480.]  Leciatiok  of  the  United  States, 

Jjondan^  Septernhn-  3, 18d3. 

Sir  :  The  (mly  subject  of  interest  this  week  ha8  IxH^n  the  condition  rfj 
Mr.  Lainl's  iron-clad  vessels.    The  second  has  bc*en  launched,  white  ft*' 

*  For  jiiclouarea  8(^e  diHputcli  from  Mr.  Adams  tu  Mr.  2!>ewardy  No.  480,  Sept.9^  180^^ 
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ported  to  be  80  far  prepared  for  departure  as  to  bring  the 
)f  stopping  her  to  a  point  calling  for  prompt  decision.  Thus 
tvemment  has  made  no  sign.  The  Union  and  Emancipation 
kve  presented  an  earnest  memorial  on  the  subject,  which  has 
3  way  to  some  controversial  writing  in  the  newspapers.  I  have 
l>elieve  that  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  are  wavering  in  their 
I  the  point  of  evidence  of  intent.  Some  little  dust  has  been 
their  eyes  by  the  pretence  of  other  destination  than  the  real 
\  utterly  impossible  to  form  any  opinion  what  the  issue  of  this 
will  be. 

or  some  time  back  leaned  to  the  belief  that  the  vessel  would 
I.  But,  as  it  seems  so  doubtftil,  I  concluded  the  wisest  course 
to  put  in  one  more  remonstrance.  Accordingly  I  have  taken 
t  of  some  dei>ositions,  of  no  great  a<lditional  weight,  fiimished 
VIr.  Dudley,  to  present  another  note,  a  copy  of  which  is  here- 
;mitted. 
ive  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  sen^ant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

ELLIAM  n.  SEWABD, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  September  3,  1863. 

ij}  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  further  depositions 
)  the  launching  and  other  preparation  of  the  second  of  the  two 
war  from  the  yard  of  Messrs.  Laird,  at  Birkenhead,  concerning 
las  already  been  my  disagreeable  duty  to  make  most  serious 
itious  to  her  Majesty's  government. 

e  there  is  not  any  reasonable  ground  for  doubt  that  these  ves- 
ruiitted  to  leave  the  port  of  Liverpool,  will  l>e  at  once  devoted 
ect  of  carrying  on  war  against  the  United  States  of  America, 
ien  the  necessary'  measures,  in  the  proper  quarters,  to  ascertain 
^f  the  respective  statements  current  here,  that  they  ai*e  intended 
e  of  the  government  of  France  or  for  the  Pacha  of  Egypt,  and 
d  both  without  foiuidatioii.  At  this  moment  neither  of  those 
>pears  to  have  occasion  to  use  concealment  or  equivocation  in 
»  its  intentions,  had  it  any  in  obtaining  such  ships.  In  the 
ch  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  your  lordship  on  the  11th  of 
14th  of  August,  I  believe  I  stated  the  importance  attached  by 
nment  to  the  decision  involved  in  this  case  with  sufficient 
jss.  Since  that  date  I  have  had  the  opportunity  to  receive 
United  Staters  a  full  approbation  of  its  contents.  At  the  same 
&1  it  my  painful  duty  to  make  known  to  your  lordship  that,  in 
ects,  it  has  Mien  short  in  expressing  the  earnestness  with  which 
en  in  the  interval  directed  to  describe  the  grave  nature  of  the 
in  which  both  countries  must  be  placed  in  the  event  of  an  act 
»ion  committed  against  the  government  and  people  of  the 
tates  by  either  of  these  formidable  vessels. 
^roor  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
1  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 

CHAELES  FBANCIS  ADAMS. 
Sod.  Eabl  Bxtssell^  dCf  dbcy  dc. 

AO-^YOL.  U 


354  ENFORCEMENT   OF   NEUTRALITY. 

Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr,  P.  Edwards. 

September  1,  IStL 

I,  the  iindersigQed,  Thomas  Haines  Dudley,  consul  of  the  Unit 
States  of  America  for  the  port  of  Liverpool  and  its  dependendc^i 
hereby  apply  to  you,  on  behalf  of  the  government  of  the  United  8t 
of  America,  to  seize  and  detain  an  iron-clad  steam  vessel  of  war,l&i 
from  the  yard  of  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.,  at  Bkkenhead,  on  the  29th 
August  last,  and  now  lying  at  Birkenhead  aforesaid,  with  her 
apparel,  and  furniture,  with  all  the  material,  arms,  amnmnition, 
stores  which  may  belong  to  or  be  on  board  of  the  said  vessel  pi 
to  the  power  given  to  you  in  that  behalf  by  the  seventh  section  o( 
act  of  Parliament  59  Geo.  3,  0.  GO,  on  the  ground  that  such  Tesad 
being  equipi)ed,  furnished,  fitted  out  and  armed  in  order  that  such' 
shall  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  i>erson8  assuming  to  exerdael 
power  of  government,  and  called  the  Confederate  States  of  Amc  * 
and  with  the  intent  te  cruise  and  commit  hostilities  against  the  go^ 
ment  and  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America,  with  which  go\ 
ment  her  Majesty  the  Queen  is  not  now  at  war. 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Samuel  Price  Edwards, 

Collector  of  the  Customs j  Liverpool. 


Affirmation  of  Thos.  H.  Dudley, 

I,  Thomas  Haines  Dudley,  of  No.  3  Wellesley  Terrace,  Prince's  P«* 
Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  esquire,  do  solemnly,  sincenlj 
and  truly  afiirm  and  declare  that  the  taking  of  any  oath  is,  accordingt 
my  religious  belief,  imlawful ;  and  I  do  also  solemnly,  sincerely,  an 
tnily  affirm  and  declare  as  follows : 

1.  I  am  the  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  Liverpool  as 
its  dei)endencies. 

2.  1  say  that  there  is  now,  and  for  some  time  past  has  been,  a  war  cai 
ried  on  between  the  government  and  people  of  the  Unite<l  States ( 
America  and  certain  persons  who  have  rebelled  against  such  goven 
ment,  and  pretended  to  set  up  and  assume  to  exercise  the  powers  ( 
government,  styling  themselves  the  Confederate  States  of  Ameiica. 

3.  I  further  say  that,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  information,  ai 
belief,  no  leave  or  license  has  been  had  or  obtained  from  or  or  h 
Ms^jesty  the  Queen,  under  her  sign  maniml,  or  any  order  in  coond 
or  any  proclamation  of  her  said  Majesty,  or  otherwise  or  at  i 
authorizing  any  person,  within  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom^  I 
equip,  furnish,  fit  out,  or  ann  ships  or  vessels  with  intent  or  in  ofd 
that  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  MJ 
so-called  Confederate  States,  to  cruise  or  commit  hostilities  agaii 
the  government  and  people  of  the  said  United  States  of  America,  ai 
that  her  Msyesty  is  not  now  at  war  with  the  United  States. 

4.  I  say  there  have  been  built  in  this  port  for  the  govemment,  or  pc 
sons  assuming  the  government  of  the  said  so-called  Gonfederute  Stale 
two  vessels  of  war;  one  of  them,  namely,  the  Oreto^  now  called  tl 
Floiida,  and  another  called  the  Alabama,  built  by  Messrs.  W«  C.  Ul 
&  Sons,  of  Liverpool;  and  they  have  been  employed  by  tiie  saidi 
■called  Confederate  States  against  the  government  and  peo^  of  tt 
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ted  States  of  America  in  the  war  that  is  now  going  on,  and  arma- 
ts  and  war  crews  for  both  the  said  vessels  went  ont  in  them,  or  were 
out  ftom  England  to  meet  the  ship  abroad,  and  were  then  placed  on 
d  them.  On  the  4th  day  of  July  last,  another  vessel  built  by  the 
^. Laird  &  Co.,  and  intended  for  an  iron-clad  steam  ram,  and,  as 
deponent  verily  believes,  built  and  intended  for  a  vessel  of  war,  was 
ched  bj'  them  from  their  ship-building  yard  at  Birkenhead. 
'On  the  29th  day  of  August  last,  another  vessel  built  by  the  said 
irs.  Laird  &  Co.,  and  intended  for  an  iron-clad  steam-ram,  and,  as  I 
y  believe,  for  a  war  vessel,  was  lauuchexl  by  them  from  their  ship- 
ting  yard  at  Birkenhead. 

The  said  vessels  mentioned  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  paragraphs  of  this 
lation,  respectively,  are  now  lying  at  Birkenhead  aforesaid. 
I  say  that  I  have  read  the  aifidavits  of  George  Temple  Chapman, 
1  on  the  29th  day  of  June  last ;  of  Clarence  Kaudolph  Yonge,  sworn 
e  6th  day  of  April  last:  of  William  Ilayden  llussell  and  Joseph 
sworn  on  the  7th  day  of  July  la.st ;  of  John  Brady,  sworn  on  the 
iay  of  July  last ;  of  Austin  Joseph  Hand,  sworn  on  the  lOtli  day 
ly  last;  of  Thomas  Sweeney,  sworn  on  the  11th  day  of  August 
of  Joseph  Ellis,  sworn  on  the  1st  day  of  September  instant;  and 
arles  Prentis,  sworn  on  the  29th  day  of  August  last ;  and  I  say 
from  the  facts  there  spoken  to,  and  from  the  facts  and  circaimstances 
laid,  I  verily  believe  and  say  that  the  said  vessels  above  men- 
l  as  having  been  launched  on  the  4th  day  of  July  last,  and  on  the 
day  of  August  last,  respectively,  are  being  equipped,  armed,  and 
out,  with  intent  and  in  order  that  the  said  vessels  shall  be  em- 
1  in  the  service  of  the  said  persons  setting  up  to  exercise  the  power 
^^emment  and  called  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  with 
to  cniise  and  commit  hostilities  against  the  government  and  citi- 
►f  the  United  States  of  America. 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

rmed  at  the  custom-house  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
it  day  of  September,  1863,  before  me. 

W.  G.  STEWART, 

Assistant  Collector, 


Deposition  of  Joseph  Ellis. 

oseph  Ellis,  of  No.  161  Athol  street,  in  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of 
ister,  shipwright,  make  oath  and  say,  as  follows ; 
I  am  well  acquainted  with  the  construction  of  iron-plated  vessels 
r,  having  assisted  to  build  vessels  of  that  description. 
I  was  present  in  the  ship-building  yard  of  ^Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.,  at 
tnhead,  on  Saturday  the  29th  day  of  August,  1863,  when  an  iron- 
i  vessel,  lately  built  by  them,  was  launched. 
rbe  launch  took  place  at  about  11  o'<*l()ck  in  the  morning,  and  before 
easel  went  oflf  the  ways  I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  her  per- 
'  well  from  the  keel  upward. 

The  vessel  m  question  is  a  screw  steamer,  somewhjit  over  two  hun- 
feet  long,  as  well  as  I  coidd  judge,  and  of  great  strength,  and 
■ed  with  iron  plates  from  stem  to  stern.  The  said  vessel  would 
about  forty  feet  of  beam  amidships,  and  she  has  a  space  iat  the 
,  and  another  space  at  the  bow,  both  of  which  are  covered  in  and 
eted  bv  strong  iron  plating. 

The  said  vessel  is  armed  with  a  very  formidable  tarn  ot  \>w\e^^.^ 
\k  is  msde  of  iron  or  steely  and  projects,  as  well  as  1  co\\\(V  ivvSL^*^^ 
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about  five  feet  from  the  stem.  The  said  ram  or  piercer  was  neaiiy  nb" 
merged  when  the  vessel  was  afloat  after  being  launched,  andwtotef - 
vessel  is  in  sea-going  trim  the  ram  will  be  quite  under  the  water.  Tk| 
said  ram  was  of  great  strength,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  intended  to 
be  used  for  destroying  other  vessels.  It  w^as  similar  in  appeaiaDMti 
the  rams  which  I  have  seen  on  other  iron-clad  vessels  of  war. 
(5.  The  said  vessel's  bulwarks  were  not  completed. 

7.  I  was  at  Messrs.  Laird  &  Go.'s  yard,  aforesaid,  on  the  4tb  daf 
July  la«t,  when  another  iron-clad  vessel,  armed  with  a  similar  nm 
piercer,  was  launched  from  the  ways,  on  the  north  side  of  the  ways' 
which  the  iron-chul  vessel  mentioned  in  the  preceding  paragraph  of 
afiidavit  was  launched  on  Saturday  hist.    The  said  vessels  were,  as 
as  I  could  judge,  sister  ships,  and  similarly  constnicted  in  all  mai 
respects.    On  the  said  4th  day  of  July  last,  one  of  Messrs.  Laird  & 
workmen  showed  me  one  of  the  iron  plates  prepared  to  be  used  on 
said  vessel  launched  on  Saturday  last.    Such  plate  was  about  four 
a  half  inches  in  thickness. 

8.  On  the  said  4th  day  of  JiUy  last  I  examined  the  said  vessel  w 
was  launched  on  Saturday  last,  and  I  saw^  that  she  was  prepared  to 
ceive  two  circidar  turrets,  such  as  would  be  used  for  carrying  turret 
On  the  same  day  I  saw  in  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.'s  yard  the  frames  of 
turrets,  such  as  would  be  used  for  carrying  guns  on  board  such  a 
sel.    On  Saturday  last  I  saw  in  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.'s  yartl  two 
of  the  same  description,  but  in  a  more  advanced  state,  both  of  th^n 
iug  partially  plated  with  iron. 

9.  The  said  vessel  which  was  launched  on  Saturday  last  was  huiltj 
and  launched  from  the  slip  w  hich  is  at  the  south  end  of  Messrs.  Laiil 
&  Co.'s  yard,  adjoining  Birkenhead  ferry.  The  other  vessel  above  m»! 
tioned,  which  was  launched  on  the  4th  day  of  Jidy  last,  was  built  on  aad; 
launched  from  the  adjoining  slip,  on  the  north  side  of  the  slip  first  iiM» 
tioned  in  this  paragraph.  The  said  vessels  were  in  fact  built  side  bj 
side. 

10.  The  said  ship  w^hich  was  launched  on  the  4th  day  of  July  last  wii 
on  Saturday  last  lying  afloat  in  a  wet  dock  in  Messrs.  Lain!  &  Ca^ 
yard,  and  1  endeavored  to  get  to  the  dock  to  see  her;  I  was,  however.] 
stopped  by  some  of  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.'s  men.  I  told  them  I  wanted: 
to  go  to  look  at  the  vessel  lying  in  the  wet  dock,  but  they  told  iMi 
that  their  orders  from  headquaiters  were,  not  to  allow  any  one  to  pa«i 
to  see  that  vessel. 

11.  The  said  vessel  launched  on  Saturday  last,  a«  aforesaid,  and  the 
said  vessel  launched  on  the  4th  day  of  Jul}'  last,  as  aforesaid,  are,  to* 
yond  <all  doubt,  intended  for  iron-clad  vessels  of  war,  and  not  foraV 
other  puri)ose  whatever. 

JOSEPH  ELLI& 

Sworn  at  the  custom-house  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancasttfi 
the  1st  day  of  September,  1863,  before  me. 

W.  G.  STBWABT, 
AsHstant  ColUMr. 


Affidavit  of  Charles  Prentis. 

1,  Charles  Prentis,  of  New  London,  Connecticut,  at  present  in  LHi^ 
pool,  formerly  a  master  mariner,  and  now  a  merchant,  in  bosineM  ^ 
New  London,  aforesaid,  make  oath  and  say  as  foliows: 

1.  I  was  formerly^  fox  teu  years^  master  of  merchant  vewKbi  and  aki 
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Teasels^  and  I  have  seen  and  examined  many  vessels  of  war, 
od  and  iron.  I  have  also  examined  the  constmction  of  sev> 
iion-clad  vessels  of  war  lately  built  by  the  United  States  gov- 

le  28th  day  of  the  present  month  of  August  I  visited  the  yard 
Laird  Brothers,  at  Birkenhead,  and  inspected  two  iron-clad 
oourse  of  construction  there.  One  of  the  said  vessels  is  in  the 
ind  has  three  masts,  the  fore  and  main  masts  being  square- 
he  has  a  round  overhanging  stern,  and  is  propelled  by  a  screw. 
I  wedge-shaped.  The  cut- water  is  almost  perpendicular,  nearly 
e  water-line,  when  it  comes  outward,  so  as  to  form  a  large 
ram  under  water.  She  has  also,  about  amidships,  a  turret 
carrying  a  very  large  gun.  I  verily  believe  that  the  said 
1  iron-clad  war  vessel,  of  the  most  formidable  character,  armed 
L  or  piercer,  constructed  for  the  express  purpose  of  sinking 
ying  other  vessels. 

aid  vessel,  lastly  before  mentioned,  appeared  to  be  in  such  a 
eparation  that,  in  my  opinion,  she  could  be  sent  to  sea  at  a 
notice. 

T  of  the  said  two  iron-clad  vessels  was  on  the  ways.  She  is 
)m  the  keel  to  the  upper  deck,  and  her  bulwarks  are  partly 
ihe  resembled  the  other  of  the  said  vessels  which  was  in  the 
in  size  and  construction,  so  far  as  I  could  judge  from  looking 
he  ways,  and  she  was  armed  with  a  similar  ram  or  piercer  on 
I  have  no  doubt,  whatever,  that  she  also  is  intended  for  an 
esselof  war. 

CHAKLES  PKENTIS. 

:  the  custom-house  in  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
ay  of  August,  1863,  before  me. 

W.  G.  STEWART, 

Assiistant  Collector. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[Extract.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  September  4, 1863. 

e  ram  laimched  on  the  4th  of  July  is  still  here.  On  Wednes- 
e  took  on  coal.  Yesterday  she  got  up  8te<am  And  had  a  trial 
ines.  I  understand  their  working  proved  satisfactory.  We 
doubt  a«  to  the  intentions  of  the  government.  Earl  RusseU's 
e  address  of  the  Emancipation  Society  is  published  in  the 
pers  this  morning.  I  infer  from  this  that  they  do  not  think  the 
hich  they  have  sufficient  to  stop  these  vessels ;  or  it  may  be 
lo  not  regard  the  witnesses  who  have  made  the  affidavits  as 
'  The  hardship  in  all  these  cases  is  that  they  require  positive 
from  "  credible  ^  witnesses  before  they  will  move.  This  tes- 
have  to  procure,  and  they  provide  no  means  for  us  to  obtain 
e  were  processes  by  which  we  could  summon  witnesses  and 
m  to  testify,  the  case  would  not  be  so  hard.  As  it  is,  you 
>tain  it  in  one  of  two  ways,  i)ersuasion  or  bribery.  The  first, 
I  community  like  Liverpool,  where  every  man  who  takes  the 
North  or  who  would  testify  against  the  parties  a\d\\ig  \h!^ 


358  ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTEALITY. 

confederates  is  marked,  if  uot  persecuted,  is  almost  impossible,  andtlft 
last  taints  the  evidence.  I  have  done  the  best  I  can ;  and  onlewldKNdl 
be  fortunate  enough  to  stumble  uiK)n  some  unexi>ected  testimony,  tke 
case  will  have  to  rest  uiK)n  the  evidence  now  before  the  govemmenti  I 
think  it  sufficient.    They  must  take  the  responsibility  on  themselvcii^ 
either  to  stop  or  let  them  go  to  sea.    The  newspapers  comment  uponM 
matter,  and  tliere  is  scarcely  a  man,  woman,  or  child  in  the  place  Wi 
what  knows  these  rams  are  intended  for  the  confederates.    Among  thij 
business  men  on  'Change  it  is  the  leading  topic  of  conversation.  S« 
one  there  pretends  to  deny,  but  all  admit  and  know,  that  they  are  far  i 
this  service.    On  the  second  instant  I  sent  in  an  affidavit  showing  Mi 
on  Friday  last  she  had  one  of  her  turrets  on.*    Inclosures  4  and  oanj 
copies  of  the  affidavit  and  the  letter  of  my  attorneys  accompanjingi 
Yesterday  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the  collector  of  customs,  telling  liiil 
they  were  taking  coal  on  board,  and  renewing  my  request  to  detain  thj 
vessel.    Inclosure  No.  C  is  a  coi>y  of  this  letter.    Copies  of  all  thew 
papers  were  sent  to  Mr.  Adams.    I  fear  they  do  not  intend  to  stoptta 
vessels,  but  we  shall  know  in  a  few  days,  for  one  is  now  in  a  condit 
to  sail,  and  the  other  will  soon  be  ready,  for  they  are  pushing  her 
all  possible  speed. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

'So.  ^^.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lmidmij  September  4, 1863, 

Sib  :  I  transmit  the  copy  of  a  note  addressed  by  me  this  day  to  hxA 
Bussell,  transmitting  another  deposition  received  from  Mr.  Dudley,  re- 
lating to  the  preparation  for  departure  of  the  iron-clad  ram  from  Livff" 
pool. 

I  think  that  with  this  I  have  done  all  that  falls  within  my  province  ti 
prevent  the  government  here  from  permitting  this  injurious  act  B* 
responsibility  for  the  consequences  of  it  must  now  rest  on  them.  Fn« 
the  terms  of  a  leading  article  in  the  Globe  of  last  evening^  as  well  a«tii 
printed  answer  of  Lord  Bussell  to  the  memorial  of  the  Union  and  Emafr 
cipation  Committee,  I  much  fear  that  they  have  fallen  on  the  feeWtft 
policy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRAKCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lmidon^  September  4, 1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  several  pf^iera  train- 
mitted  to  me  by  Mr.  Dudley,  the  consiU  of  the  United  States  at  Lirtf^ 

*  For  inclosures  see  di8X)atch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  Ko.  48&  S^tanbir^ 
^     ldS3,  past. 


LAIEDS*   IRON-CLADS.  869 

relating  to  the  preparation  for  immediate  departure  of  the  steam 
i  fitting  out  at  that  place  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  war  against 
t)veniment  and  people  of  the  United  States. 

gging  your  lordship's  permission  here  to  record,  in  the  name  of  my 
inment^  tihis  last  solemn  protest  against  the  commission  of  such  an 
r  hostility  against  a  friendly  nation,  I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept 
isorances  of  the  highest  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor 
my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

ht  Hon.  Eabl  Eussell,  drc,  c£;c.,  itc. 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Edwards, 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  September  3, 1863. 

:  Eeferring  to  my  application  made  to  you  so  long  since  as  the 
h  day  of  July  last,  to  detain  a  steam  iron-clad  ram  built  by  Messrs. 
for  the  confederates,  and  launched  on  the  fourth  of  July  last,  I 
low  to  inform  you  that  intelligence  on  which  I  place  full  reliance 
ached  me  that  the  vessel  is  taking  coal  on  board,  and  I  ap})rehend 
ae  may  go  to  sea  at  any  time  unless  detained. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
mcE  Edwards,  Esq.,  Collector. 


Messrs.  Duncan^  Squarey  &  Blackmore  to  Mr.  Edwards. 

10  Water  Street,  September  2, 1863. 

:  We  beg  to  hand  you  herewith  another  affidavit  of  Thomas 
ley  in  reference  to  the  iron-clad  ram  launched  by  Messrs.  Laird  & 
I  the  fourth  of  July  last,  from  which,  we  submit,  it  appears  clearly 
here  is  the  greatest  risk  that  the  vessel  may  go  to  sea  at  any  time, 
half  of  the  United  States  government,  we  beg  respectfully  to  urge 
you,  in  the  strongest  manner,  the  importance  of  taking  immediate 
for  the  detention  of  the  vessel  in  question. 
We  are,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

DUNCAN,  SQUAEEY  &  BLACKMOEE. 

*RicE  Edwards,  Esq., 

Collector  of  Customs^  Liverpool. 


'homas  Sweeney,  of  No.  57  Crosby  street,  Liverpool,  deck-planer, 
oath  and  say  as  follows : 

was  in  the  ship-building  yard  of  Messrs.  Laird  Brothers,  at  Birk- 
d,  on  Friday  last,  the  28th  day  of  August  last,  at  about  3  o'clock 
and  I  there  saw  in  one  of  the  graving  or  dry  docks  in  the  said 
Qie  iron-clad  ram  referred  to  in  the  affidavit  sworn  by  me  on  the 
lay  of  August  last,  before  the  deputy  assistant  collector  of  customs 
rerpool,  as  having  been  launched  on  the  fourth  day  of  July  last, 
Qown  as  No.  294. 
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2.  When  I  saw  the  said  vessel  on  Friday  last,  as  above  mentioDeil 
forward  turret  had  been  pat  into  the  place  prepared  for  it  on  boarai 
said  vessel  a  few  feet  aft  of  the  foremast;  and  tiie  other  turret int 
for  the  after  pai*t  of  said  vessel,  was  on  the  quay  alongside  or  the 
in  which  the  vessel  was  lying,  in  a  position  fix>m  which  it  might  be! 
at  once  and  placed  on  board  the  said  vessel  by  the  crane.   The 
has  her  masts  in,  and  her  rigging,  so  far  as  I  could  jadge,  is  com] 
She  had  no  sails  bent,  but,  as  her  engines  and  machmery  were  all 
order  and  her  funnel  up,  she  is  in  a  position  to  put  up  steam  and  goi 
sea  at  any  time. 

3.  The  graving  dock  in  which  the  said  vessel  lies  has  direct  coi 
nication  with  the  Eiver  Mersey,  from  which  it  is  separated  by  a 
so  that  the  water  can  be  let  in  at  any  time  with  the  flood  by  removb 
the  caisson. 

THOMAS  SWEElS^. 

Sworn  at  the  custom-house,  Liverjwol,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
2d  day  of  September,  1803,  before  me. 

W.  G.  STEWAET, 
Assistant  ColleeU^. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  490.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  September  4uf  1863 — L2Xip.m. 

SiE :  I  have  this  moment  received  a  note  from  Lord  Bussell,  a  copy 
of  which  I  have  directed  to  be  at  once  made  out  to  be  transmitted  here- 
with. It  seems  to  put  an  end  to  all  doubt  on  the  subject  discussed  ii 
my  last  dispatch. 

Regretting  deeply  the  weakness  that  has  prompted  this  pohcy,  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEAIfCIS  ADAMa 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  September  1, 1863. 

Sir  :  You  have  already  been  informed  that  the  depositions  incloerf 
in  your  letters  of  the  11th,  16th,  and  25th  of  July,  and  14th  ultimo,  id- 
ative  to  the  iron-clad  vessels  in  course  of  construction  at  Messrs.  Ifiixtii 
yard  at  Birkenhead,  had  been  forwarded  to  the  proper  department  of 
her  Majesty's  government,  in  order  that  such  steps  might  be  adopted  ai 
could  legally  and  properly  be  taken,  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  con* 
municate  to  you  the  result  of  the  inquiries  which  have  been  institated. 

In  the  first  place,  her  M ^esty's  government  are  advised  that  the  iB- 
formation  containea  in  the  depositions  is  in  a  great  measure  mere  hM- 
say  evidence,  and  generally  that  it  is  not  such  as  to  show  Oie  intent  or 
purpose  necessary  to  make  the  building  or  fitting  out  of  fheae  vesnb 
illegal  under  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

Secondly,  it  has  been  stated  to  her  M^esty's  govenunenti  at  onetiM 
that  these  vessels  have  been  built  for  Frenchmen,  and  ofe  anottiflr  flw 
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3d  to  the  Viceroy  of  Egypt,  and  that  they  were  not  intended 
died  Confederate  States.  It  is  true,  that  in  your  letter  of 
July  you  maintain  that  this  statement  as  regards  French 
9  a  pretence,  but  the  inquiries  set  on  foot  by  her  Majesty's 

have  failed  to  show  that  it  is  without  foundation.  What- 
>n  may  be  entertained  by  the  United  States  consul  at  Liver- 
le  ultimate  destination  of  these  vessels,  the  fact  remains  that 

a  French  merchant  residing  at  Paris,  who  is  represented  to 
n  upon  whose  orders  these  ships  have  been  built,  has  per- 
»ared  and  has  acted  in  that  chanicter  at  Liverpool.  There 
vidence  against  Mr.  Bravay's  claim,  nor  anything  to  affect 
ly  illegal  act  or  purpose,  and  the  responsible  agent  of  the 
jiveri>ool  affirms  his  belief  that  these  vessels  have  not  been 

confederates. 

\se  circumstances,  and  having  regard  to  the  entire  insuffici- 
iejwsitions  to  prove  any  infi^tion  of  the  law,  her  Mjgesty's 
are  advised  that  they  cannot  interfere  in  any  way  with  these 

'  assure  you  that  a  careM  watch  shall  continue  to  be  main- 
them,  and  that  if  any  act  or  proceeding  contrary  to  the 
be  shown  by  trustworthy  evidence  to  have  taken  i)lace,  or  if 
rthy  person  will  furnish  her  Majesty's  government  with  such 
dks  may  suffice  to  justify  the  detention  of  the  vessels  till  iur- 
'  can  be  made,  I  will  apply  to  the  treasury  to  prevent  the 
■  these  vessels  till  such  forther  inquiry'  can  be  made, 
sure  you  will  be  disjiosed,  in  justice  to  her  Majesty's  govem- 
nit  that,  in  the  absence  of  all  evidence  upon  mere  hearsay, 
iversation,  and  conjecture,  her  Majesty's  government  could 
direct  a  prosecution  or  action  under  the  foreign  enlistment 
rt  of  justice  would  never  condemn  in  the  absence  of  evidence, 
remment  would  be  justly  blamed  for  acting  in  defiance  of 
^s  of  law  and  justice  long  recognized  and  established  in  this 

more  convinced  that  such  will  be  your  opinion,  as  Mr.  Sew- 
rering  a  note  of  Lord  Lyons  respecting  a  supposed  plan  of 
jrs  of  marque  in  behalf  of  the  Japanese  government,  says : 
ns,  however,  cannot,  it  is  presumed,  be  set  on  foot  without 
credible  witiiesses,  as  in  other  cases  of  imputed  misdemean- 
les." 

in  fact,  the  principles  of  American  as  well  as  of  British  law. 
)  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
mble  servant, 

KU8SELL. 
Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  (£rc.,  c&o.,  &€. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams.  • 

Department  op  State, 

WaMngt&n^  September  5,  1863. 

r  dispatch  of  August  21  (ITo.  477)  has  been  received,  and  I 
asnre  of  communicating  to  you  the  President's  approval  of 
dings  in  laying  before  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  fot 
re  the  additional  information  therein  mentioned  in  relation 
med  vessels  which  are  being  prepared  at  Laird&'  ^\iVE>^«x&^ 
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• 

for  hostilities  to  the  United  States.  Notwithstanding  this  governmoit 
is  strongly  predisi)08ed  to  believe  the  assurances  of  her  Majesty's  miuistat 
of  their  determination  to  maintain  a  proclaimed  neutrality,  it  is  impo^  ' 
sible  to  regard  without  surprise  and  deep  concern  the  maturing  of  t£e» 
hostile  armaments,  without  the  least  evidence  of  any  purpose  to  pieveat 
their  departure  from  the  shores  of  Great  Britain. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

TVTLLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  <fcc.,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  700.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  September  5,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  August  20  [No.  472]  has  been  submitted  to  the 

President. 

•  •  #  #'•  •  #  #  • 

I  have  bestowed  the  most  thoughtiul  consideration  upon  your  sag-, 
gestions  concerning  the  imi>ortance  of  avoiding  collisions  with  Greii 
Britain.  Your  observations  concerning  the  imjwrtance  of  more  effective 
measures  for  arresting  the  depredations  of  the  piratical  vessels  seem  ae 
sagacious,  that  I  have  recommended  them  for  the  earnest  consideration 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

At  the  same  time,  you  wiU  excuse  me  for  stating  the  difficulties  of  en* 
during,  without  a  resort  to  extreme  measures  of  resistance,  the  new  in- 
vasion which  is  threatened  from  the  i)orts  of  Great  Britain.  The  naty 
understand  that,  although  the  capacities  of  the  department  have  beetf: 
taxed  to  the  utmost  for  defensive  preparations  and  maintaining 
blockade,  they  neither  have  now,  nor  can  seasonably  have,  vessels 
can  be  spai^d  from  the  siege  of  Charleston,  adequate  to  resist  the  fif* 
midable  rams  which,  virtually  wdth  the  consent  of  the  British  Paiiii* 
ment,  are  within  a  few  wrecks  to  come  forth  against  us  flrom  Lairds' shif* 
yard.  The  new  vessels  which  the  Lairds  are  preparing  must,  theieforiy 
be  expected  to  enter  Portland,  Boston,  New  York,  or,  if  they  prefer, 
must  attempt  to  break  the  blockade  at  Charleston,  or  to  ascend  the  Mifr 
sissippi  to  New  Orleans. 

Can  the  British  government  suppose  for  a  moment  that  such  an 
assaiUt  as  is  thus  meditated  can  be  made  upon  us  by  British-bnilty 
armed,  and  manned  vessels,  without  at  once  arousing  the  whole  nation, 
and  making  a  retaliatory  war  inevitable  t  Whatever  view  may  be  takM 
of  the  fortunes  of  the  insurrection  in  Europe,  it  is  deemed  clear  in  this 
country  that  the  factious  spirit  which  gave  it  birth  is  rapidly  declining, 
and  the  sentiment  of  nationality  is  developing  itself  anew,  with  an  energy 
never  before  known.    The  nation,  after  two  years  of  experience  of  wtfj 
has  overcome  the  sense  of  fear,  while  its  temper  is  highly  excited,  ft  : 
believes  that,  though  foimd  unprepared,  there  are  no  limits  to  its  nlfr  ' 
mate  ability  for  self-defense.    It  has  a  press  and  a  Congress  as.free  end  \ 
as  bold  as  the  press  and  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain.    Yon  liiftt 
only  to  listen  to  the  political  debates  in  any  part  of  the  oountiyy  to  kiii 
that  the  United  States  would  accept  an  unprovoked  foreign  war  mnr 
with  more  unanimity  and  cheerfulness  than  at  any  former  period.  I  ] 
write  this  with  all  the  earnestness  of  conviction,  and  irith  auilMM*  \ 


LAIRD8'  IBON-CLADS.  363 

1  which  one  mast  feel  who  believes  that  any  foreign  war  mnst  be 
r  inferior  in  the  danger  it  brings,  to  the  domestic  war  which  so  many, 
ering  from  me,  have  thought  endangered  the  very  existence  of  my 
Qtry.  I  am  sure  that  British  statesmen  must  know  that  a  war  be- 
en their  country  and  the  United  States  is  unnecessary,  and  that  it 
Id  bring  no  resulting  benefits  to  Great  Britain.  For  the  interest  of 
1  countries  and  of  civilization,  I  hope  they  will  not  let  a  blow  fall 
1  under  their  hands  that  will  render  peace  impossible. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

HABLES  Fbangis  Adams,  Esq.,  <i-e.,  &€^  dsc 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

491.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  September  5, 18C3 — 3  o'clocJcp.  m. 

m :  I  have  just  received  a  note  from  Lord  Russell,  and  have  only 
e  to  transmit  a  copy  of  it  to  you  by  the  ordinary  mail. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yoiu*  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
[on«  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foeeign  Office,  September  4, 1863. 

lis :  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date  with  respect  to 
iron-clad  steam  rams  from  Messrs.  Lairds'  yard  at  Birkenhea<l,  as 
1  as  with  reference  to  previous  letters  from  you  on  the  same  subject, 
fcve  to  inform  you  that  the  matter  is  under  the  serious  and  anxious 
sideration  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

heg  you  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration  with 
ich  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

RUSSELL. 
)hables  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  c£re.,  dkc,  d-c. 


[From  British  Blue  Book  "  North  America,*'  No.  5, 1864,  p.  18.  J 

No.  14. 
Mr.  Layard  to  Mr.  Stuart. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  September  5, 1863. 

SVe  have  given  orders  to-day  to  the  commissioner  of  customs  at  Liv- 
K)ol  to  prevent  the  two  ironclads  leaving  the  Mersey.    These  orders 
i  scarcely  been  sent  when  we  received  the  note  from  Mr.  Adams,  of 
lieh  I  send  you  a  copy.* 

Hr.  Adams  is  not  yet  aware  that  orders  bave  been  given  to  stop  the 
wds.    You  may  inform  Mr.  Seward  confidentially  of  the  fact. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  RusseU  of  September  5,  annexed  to  Mr.  Adama's  dispatch  to  Mr. 
wd,  No.  4S2,  September  8, 1863,  post. 
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Mr.  Adam^  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  492.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  8, 1863. 

Sir  :  At  the  la«t  moment  on  Saturday  I  sent  you  a  dispatch  by  tte 
ordinary  mail,  containing  a  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  note  U)  me  of  tlie4A 
instjuit,  just  tlien  put  into  my  hands,  signifying  that  the  decision  of  tte 
goveniinent,  announced  in  his  previous  note  of  the  1st  instant,  hii, 
under  tlie  effect  of  my  notes  of  the  3d  instant,  and  former  dates,  beet 
subjected  to  a  rec(msideration.  It  is  proper  now  to  add,  that  jnst  befon 
the  reception  of  this  I  had  prepai^ed  and  disi)at<;he<l  another  one  in  »■ 
ply  to  the  previous  note  of  the  1st  instant,  which  1  then  8upi>ose(l  toh 
final.  A  copy  of  this,  which  there  was  no  time  to  nmke  on  Saturday,! 
now  transmit.  I  need  not  say,  that  had  I  known  of  the  later  cxnuaerf 
the  government  in  season,  1  sliould  hsive  held  it  back.  Feeling  as  Idi 
the  heavy  responsibility  that  must  devolve  upon  me  in  the  coudurtd 
this  critical  transaction,  it  is  not  my  disposition  to  say  or  do  the  letft 
thing  that  nuiy  add  to  the  difficulties  ine\itably  growing  out  of  it  be- 
tween the  countries.  You  will  perceive  that  I  have  abstained  Irom  ewi 
hinting  at  the  specitic  measures  suggested  in  yoiur  dispateh  No.  651  oi 
the  11th  of  July,  as  iilternatives  in  the  event  of  a  refusal  by  the  Britid 
government  to  come  up  to  the  present  emergency.  Considering  Am 
grave  nature  of  the  issue,  I  have  thought  it  wiser  not  to  give  any  handk 
to  the  pretense  that  resort  to  intimidation  had  been  attemptetl.  At  tlM 
same  time,  I  have  endeavored  to  convey,  in  its  full  sense,  what  1 
believe  to  be  the  feeling  excited  in  lK)th  the  government  and  j)€opleo 
the  United  States,  by  the  extraordinary  and  ui\justifiable  violations  a 
neutrality  continually  permitted  in  this  kingdom,  of  which  the  latest  ii 
the  crowning  instance. 

In  regard  to  the  allegations  made  in  the  public  prints,  to  which  th 
Crown  lawyers  seem  to  have  been  disposed  to  att-ach  consequence, « 
possible  ownerahip  of  these  vessels  either  by  Fi*anc«  or  by  Egypt,  I  ouffd 
perhaps,  to  have  mentioned,  that  on  api)lication  through  Mr.  Dayton,  ii 
Paris,  and  to  Mr.  Musurus,  the  Turkish  ambassador  at  this  court,  I  luk 
obtained  satisfactory  evidence  of  their  falsehood. 

I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  say  that  the  most  extraordinary  circumstanoi 
attending  this  histor^^  is  the  timidity  and  vacilation  in  the  assumptifli 
of  a  necessary  re.si)onsibility  by  the  officers  of  the  Crown,  visible  through 
out  all  these  proce^^lings. 

Since  commencing  this  dispatch  I  have  received  a  note  from  TM 
Russell,  a  coi)y  of  which,  as  also  of  my  reply,  is  now  transmitted.  I  hac 
been  somewhat  prepared  for  the  intelligence  it  conveys  by  the  appear 
ance  in  the  Post  of  this  morning  of  an  article  bearing  an  official  aspect 
to  the  Siime  effect  Under  the  i>eculiar  circirnistcances  attending  tlu 
case,  and  the  heavy  responsibility  which  the  ministry  has  assumed  ii 
taking  this  course,!  trust  I  may  be  jiardoned  for  suggesting  the  expedi 
ency  of  as  much  caution  and  forbearance  as  i)ossible  in  the  treatment  oi 
the  subject  in  ^Xjuerica. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRAXCIS  ADAM& 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  8t<ite, 

[For  dispatch  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  No.  651,  Jnly  11, 188^ 
see  subdivision  ^^  The  Alexandra,"  ante.] 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bmsell, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  September  5, 1863. 

SB :  At  this  moment,  when  one  of  the  iron-clad  vessels  is  on 
of  departure  from  this  kingdom,  on  its  hostile  errand  against 
d  States,  I  am  honored  with  the  reply  of  your  lordship  to  my 
lie  11th,  16th,  and  25th  of  July  and  of  the  14th  of  August.  I 
ed  not  express  how  profound  is  my  regret  at  the  conclusion  to 
•  Majesty's  government  have  arrived.  I  can  regard  it  no  other- 
as  practically  opening  to  the  insurgents  free  liberty  in  this 
to  execute  a  iK)licy  described  in  one  of  their  late  publications 
lowing  language : 

B  present  state  of  the  harbor  defenses  of  New  York,  Boston, 
and  smaller  northern  cities,  such  a  vessel  as  the  Warrior 
ire  little  difficulty  in  entering  any  of  those  ports  and  inflicting 
>w  upon  the  enemy.  The  destruction  of  Boston  alone  would 
a  hundred  victories  in  the  field.  It  would  bring  such  a  terror  to 
noses '  as  to  cause  them  to  wish  eagerly  for  i>eace,  despite  their 
inglove  of  gain,  which  has  been  so  freely  administered  to  since 
ng  of  this  war.  Vessels  of  the  Warrior  class  would  promptly 
blockade  of  our  ports,  and  would  even,  in  this  respect,  confer 
es  which  would  soon  repay  the  cost  of  their  construction.'- 
d  be  superfluous  in  me  to  point  out  to  your  lordship  that  this 
!^o  matter  what  may  be  the  theory  adopted  of  neutrality  in  a 
when  this  process  is  carried  on  in  the  manner  indicated  from 
Y  and  with  the  aid  of  the  subjects  of  a  third  party,  that  third 
ill  intents  and  purposes  ceases  to  be  neutral.  Neither  is  it 
to  show  that  any  government  which  suffers  it  to  be  done  fails 
Qg  the  essential  conditions  of  international  amity  towards  the 
gainst  whom  the  hostility  is  directed.  In  my  belief  it  is  im- 
hat  any  nation,  retaining  a  proper  degree  of  self-respect,  could 
bmit  to  a  continuance  of  relations  so  utterly  deficient  in  reci- 
I  have  no  idea  that  Great  Britain  would  do  so  for  a  moment. 
careftQ  examination  of  the  fiill  instructions  with  which  I  have 
ished,  in  preparation  for  such  an  emergency,  I  deem  it  iiiexpe- 
ne  to  attempt  any  recurrence  to  arguments  for  effective  inter- 
n  the  present  case.  The  fatal  objection  of  impotency  which 
her  Mfgesty's  government  seems  to  present  an  insuperable 
ainst  all  further  reasoning.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  prefer 
rom  communicating  to  your  lordship  even  such  further  i)ortions 
sting  instnictions  a«  are  suited  to  the  case,  lest  I  should  con- 
aggravate  difficulties  already  far  too  serious.  I  therefore  con- 
ilf  with  informing  your  lordship  that  I  transmit,  by  the  present 
I  copy  of  your  note  for  the  consideration  of  my  government,  and 
it  the  more  specific  directions  that  will  be  contained  in  the  reply, 
this  opportunity  to  pray  permission  of  your  lordship  to  correct 
error  inadvertently  made  in  my  note  of  the  3d  instant,  in  in- 
e  date  of  two  notes  of  mine  as  having  received  the  express 
on  of  my  government.  The  intention  was  to  specify  only  one, 
e  11th  of  July.  The  correction  is  not  material,  excepting  as 
IS  more  strictly  to  the  truth. 

roar  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
'on*  EabI/  "BuBSELLf  £e.j  dtc.j  &c. 


r 4 
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Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  September  8, 186S. 

Lord  Eussell  presents  liis  compliments  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  has  the 
honor  to  inform  him  that  instructions  have  be^n  issued  which  will  pi^ 
vent  the  departure  of  the  two  iron-clad  vessels  from  Liverpool. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  September  9, 1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  yo* 
lordship's  note  of  yesterday,  announcing  the  determination  of  her  Xir 
jesty's  government  to  i)revent  the  departure  of  the  war  vessels  now  ft 
ting  out  at  Liverpool.  I  shall  take  great  pleasure  in  transmitting  acc^ 
for  the  information  of  my  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMa 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  c&c,  cfic,  cfec. 


[From  the  Morning  Post  of  September  8, 1863.] 

El  Toussoun  and  El  Monassir. 

"  The  first  exploit  of  these  two  vessels  of  war,  which  have  now  almori 
arrived  at  completion  in  Mr.  Laird's  building  yard,  will  be  to  run  fli 
home  blockade  of  legal  difticul ties  before  they  are  allowed  to  proceed  oi 
their  destined  career,  whatever  that  may  be.  Whether  they  can  sofr 
cessfully  navigate  the  channel  beset  with  shoals  and  rocks  throagi 
which  the  Alexandra  was  steered  remains  to  be  seen.  There  is  now,n 
believe,  little  doubt  that,  under  the  terms  of  the  foreign  enlistment  adl^ 
they  are  to  be  detained  by  government.  The  allegation  against  themil 
that  they  are  fitted  out  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  hostilities  agaioflt 
the  United  States.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  contended  that  they  were 
built  by  order  of  a  French  house  for  the  late  Pacha  of  Egypt,  who  gave 
the  firm  a  commission  for  the  coinage  of  a  large  sum  of  money  in  Fraiioe, 
and  for  the  construction  of  two  steam-rams  in  England.  The  monqr 
was  duly  coined  and  received  in  Egypt.  The  vessels  were  in  com^i 
construction  when  the  Pacha  died,  and  his  successor  repudiated  that 
part  of  the  contracts  What  the  French  house  intends  to  do  with  them 
IS  not  knoA\Ti.  The  accusation  is,  that  they  are  destined  for  war  with  a 
friendly  power.  They  will  consequently  be  detained,  and  a  court  of  law 
will  determine  whether,  under  the  terms  of  the  foreign  enlistment  ad| 
the  detention  is  legal,  or  whether  the  owners  can  recover  them  ftom  tia 
hands  of  the  government.'^ 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 


No.  148.J  United  States  Consulatb, 

Liverpoolj  September  8^  186S» 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  by  tie  at 
dressed  to  my  attorney  on  the  5th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  twoiani 
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wilding  by  the  Lairds  for  the  insurgents.  The  letter  was  to  ascertain 
t>m  him  whether  everything  had  been  done  that  we  could  do  to  stop 
e  sailing  of  these  two  vessels.  You  will  see  by  his  answer,  a  copy  of 
liich  is  also  inclosed,  that  he  deems  the  affidavits  sufficient  to  detain 
e  vessels,  and  that  we  on  our  parts  have  done  all  we  can  do.  They 
g  marked  Nos.  1  and  2.  So  far  as  I  know,  nothing  h<as  been  done  by 
9  government  to  detain  them.  My  application  for  the  first  one 
tnched  was  made  on  the  7th  of  July.  To  this  application  no  answer 
s  yet  been  given  to  me.  An  ^icle  in  the  London  Morning  Post,  of 
s  morning,  says  they  will  be  detained. 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  serv^ant, 

Ion.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Sqivarey. 

United  States  CoNStrLATE, 

Liverpool^  September  5,  1863. 

Dbar  Sir  :  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  English  government  do 
t  think  the  evidence  that  we  have  laid  before  them*  suftieieut  to 
tain  the  two  rams  now  building  by  the  Messrs.  Laird  for  the  con- 
lerates,  and  that  they  mil  not  do  anything  to  stop  their  saOing.  In 
ew  of  this,  I  desire  to  know  whether  I  can  do  anything  more  than  I 
ive  done,  or  if  the  evidence  wj  have  can  be  placed  in  any  stronger 
l^t  or  more  eflfective  manner  before  the  government  or  authorities  to 
MX>mplish  the  end  we  desire,  namely,  the  detention  of  these  vessels ; 
i  a  word,  whether  you  can  suggest  anything  else  that  we  can  or  should 
0.  Please  ad\ise  me  at  your  very  earliest  convenience. 
Very  respectfidly,  yours,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
A.  F.  Squarey,  Esq.    • 


Mr.  Squarey  to  Mr.  Dudley. 

No.  10  Water  Street, 

*^    Liverpool^  September  5,  1863. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  date,  stating  that 
yoQ  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  English  government  do  not  think 
the  eiidence  laid  before  them  sufficient  to  justify  the  detention  of  the 
two  rams  now  building  by  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.  for  the  confederates,  and 
desiring  to  know  whether  you  can  do  anything  more  than  you  have 
done  to  accomplish  the  detention  of  these  vessels,  and  whether  I  can 
suggest  anjiihing  else  that  can  or  should  be  done  in  the  matter. 

In  reply,  I  beg  to  say  that  in  my  opinion,  if  the  affidavits  which  have 
been  gubmittikl  to  the  authorities  "are  believed  by  them  to  be  true  state- 
ments of  facts,  a  case  has  been  made  out  which  would  justify  the  seiz- 
^  and  detention  of  the  vessels.  I  am  further  of  opinion  that  there  is 
ito  sofflcient  ground  for  doubting  the  correctness  of  the  facts  detailed  in 
tte  affidavits.  The  evidence  as  to  the  warlike  character  of  the  vessels 
>wma  to  me  to  be  entirely  conclusive.    The  evidence  that  the  vessels 
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are  intended  for  the  confederate  service  rests  mainly  upon  the  affidaTiti 
made  by  Clarence  Randolph  Yonge  and  George  Temple  Chapman.   S 
is  true  that  the  cross-examination  of  these  parties,  on  the  tnal  of  tfei 
Alexandra  case,  showed  that  Yonge's  conduct  in  his  domestic  relatkM ; 
w as  extremely  disgraceful,  and  that  Mr.  Chapman  had,  in  order,  as  kl; 
put  it,  to  serve  his  country,  acted  as  a  spy ;  but  no  attempt  was  mail: 
then,  and  nothing,  so  far  as  I  know,  has  occurred  since,  to  impi^ 
the  truthfulness  of  the  evidence  given  by  them.    In  my  jud, 
therefore,  their  aflfidavits  in  reference  U>  these  iron-clad  rams  are 
tied  to  credit.    After  most  anxious  consideration,  I  mast  confess 
am  at  a  loss  to  suggest  anything  more  that  can  be  done   by  you,  or 
my  lii-m,  to  accomplish  the  end  you  have  in  view,  namely,  the  d 
tion  of  these  vessels.    The  affidavits  sent  in  are  lierfectly  intelligil 
and  require  no  observ^ations  or  explanations  to  assist  their  compreh»^ 
sion.    Fiu-ther  evidence  as  to  the  character  of  the  ships  I  cannot  tliiiikl 
necessary,  and  I  am  entirely  at  a  loss  to  see  how  any  ftirther  evidenca 
is  to  be  obtained  as  to  their  destination,  for  it  must  be  borne  in  mini 


that  in  this  stage  of  the  i)roceedings  we  must  rely  entirely  upon  inf» 
mation  given  voluntarily,  there  being  no  power  of  comi)elling  unwillinj 
witnesses  to  tell  what  they  know. 

I  remain,  dear  sir,  yours  very  truly,  (for  partners  and  self,) 

A.  R  SQUAKEY. 

T.  H.  Dudley,  Esq., 

•     United  States  Consul^  Liverpool. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard, 

[Extract.] 

No.  493.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LondaUy  Septew^^er  10, 1863i 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  from  the  department  tf 
dispatches  numbered  677,  and  from  684  to  (fe7,  inclusive.  On  a  le* 
amination  of  the  files,  I  find  that  No.  676  has  not  yet  been  received. 

The  intelligence  received  here  of  the  eff*e(;t  of  the  operations  againak 
Fort  Sumter  and  Charleston  has  made  much  sensation.  It  seems  to 
be  the  signal  for  a  revolution  in  public  opinion,  which  may  become  com- 
plete if  the  sequel  of  the  military  news  should  continue  like  the  be- 
ginning, i 

Notwithstanding  the  notice  in  the  Post  of  Tuesday,  and  the  offldd  ' 
communication  to  me  of  the  decision  of  the  government  to  prevent  tlie 
departure  of  the  war  vessels  at  Liverpool,  of  which  I  apprised  you  ii 
my  last  dispatch,  forwarded  out  of  course  by  yesterday's  steamer,  thcie 
seems  to  have  been  a  singular  delay  in  making  the  matter  generaUf 
known  to  the  public.  The  Times  of  this  morning  contains  a  leader 
predicated  upon  the  supposition  that  no  action  has  yet  been  tslk&L  F^ 
e\idently  designed  to  prepare  the  public  mind  for  something  or  tke 
kind  in  the  end. 

Lord  Eussell  does  not  appear  to  have  been  in  London  on  ToeriijA 
the  day  of  the  date  of  his  note.  I  infer  that  either  it  was  pccvani 
here  by  an  understanding  with  him  previously  agreed  upon,  or  lluillii 
dictated  it  by  telegraph  from  Scotland.  The  form  seems  to  hftf«  iMi 
chosen  to  dispense  with  the  necessity  of  a  signature. 
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at  a  BtJll  more  significant  manifestation  of  the  altered  tone  of  the 
smment  is  fonnd  in  the  speech  made  by  Lord  Kussell  at  the  oi)ening 
he  new  park  at  Dundee,  yesterday,  a  rei)ort  of  which  is  published 
he  newspapers  of  this  morning.  He  seems  to  have  rather  gone 
of  his  way  to  take  up  the  subject,  in  order  to  announce  the  policy 
he  government.  You  will  not  fail  to  observe  the  greatly  increased 
mess  of  his  language,  and  moi*e  especially  his  intention  that  new 
rers  may  be  solicit^  from  Parliament,  if  those  now  held  should 
re  insufficient^  This  is,  at  la^t,  the  true  tone.  I  confess  that  I  have 
e  hopes  of  our  prospect  of  being  able  to  preserve  friendly  relations 
A  at  any  moment  since  my  arrival  in  England.  Unless  some  new 
mitoward  event  should  occur  to  make  other  complications,  I  see  no 
rjer  of  a  serious  character  to  our  continuance  in  peace. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRAXCI8  ADAMS, 
on.  WiLXiAM  H.  Seward, 

ikcretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

150.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  September  11, 1863. 

K :  The  rams  building  by  the  Lairds  for  the  confederates  still  con- 
e  a  fruitful  topic  of  discussion  in  the  newspapers. 
)me  contend  they  are  to  be  stopped,  others  that  they  are  not.  Mr. 
ims  no  doubt  will  advise  you  that  the  government  have  determined 
letain  them.  Up  to  this  writing  they  have  not  given  the  Lairds 
ce  that  they  intend  to  stop  the  vessels,  and  they  are  pushing  the 
k  on  them  with  as  much  expedition  as  possible.  On  the  one 
iched  on  the  20th  ultimo  they  have  two  gangs  of  hands  at  work, 

during  the  day,  the*  other  at  night.     The  collector  has  not  as 
answered  my  applications  of  letters  to  him  on  this  subject. 

•  •  •  *  •  •'#  «  • 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 
[on.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

151.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  September  16,  1863. 

nt:         •  •  •  ♦  •  •  ♦ 

tee  of  the  men  from  Laird's  yard,  on  Monday  morning,  informed  me 
b  th^  commenced  to  take  in  coals  on  the  ram  launched  on  the  4th 
f  on  oonday  night,  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  continued  at  it  until  six 
sday  morning;  that  tiie  ram  was  to  come  out  of  her  dock  in  Laird's 

24  ▲  o— yoL.  u 
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yard  that  day,  was  to  go  on  a  trial  trip  in  the  same  way  as  the  Alabama 
did,  and  never  return  to  this  port. 

I  thought  it  best  to  give  the  information  to  the  collector,  and  accord- 
ingly addressed  him  a  note,  of  which  inclosed  No.  1  is  a  copy. 

She  came  out  of  Laird's  dock  into  the  river,  about  half-past  eleven,  on 
Monday,  with  her  steam  up,  as  the  man  had  informed  me  8he  wooM; 
went  u])  the  river  a  short  distfince,  and  then  entered  what  is  called  tM 
Great  Float,  a  public  dock  at  Birkenhead,  and  now  lies  in  the  sflaul 
place  the  Alabama  lay  when  she  was  fitting  out  for  sea.  Have  atf 
learned  whether  the  authorities  interfered  to  prevent,  or  whether  dK 
intends  to  go  on  her  trial  trip  at  some  future  day.  ! 

They  were  at  work  finishing  her  turrets  yesterday.    The  work 
on  as  briskly  as  ever  on  each  vessel.    Inclosure  No.  3  contains  a  U 
from  the  Daily  Post,  of  Liveri)ool,  on  the  rams  and  the  civil  war  in 
United  States.    Mr.  Whitly,  the  editor,  admits  the  war  would  m 
have  taken  place  had  Earl  Russell  told  the  confederates  at  first 

they  would  have  no  aid,  directly  or  indirectly,  from  England. 

•  •••••  •• 

I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  8er\  ant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Edwards. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  September  14, 18d3i  )j 

Sir  :  I  am  infonned  that  the  iron-clad  ram  which  Messrs.  Laird 
building  for  the  confederates,  and  which  was  launched  from  their 
on  the  4th  day  of  July  last,  commenced  to  take  in  coals  from  raili 
carriages  last  night  at  twelve  o^clock,  and  continued  so  to  do  up  to 
o'clock  this  morning ;  that  said  vessel  has  all  the  material  on 
necessiiry  to  complete  her,  and  that  she  is  to  leave  her  dock  this  moi 
and  go  out  on  a  pretended  trial  trip,  and  nof  again  return  to  this 
but,  at  once,  sail  on  her  destined  cruise  to  make  war  against  the  Uni 
States.     You  will  recollect  the  Alabama  sailed  from  this  port  on 
trial  trip,  from  which  she  never  returned.    I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  gii 
you  this  information,  and  hoi>e  you  will  take  steps,  at  once,  to  pi 
her  from  sailing. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  ser\^ant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

S.  Price  Edwards,  Esq.,  Collector. 


[From  the  Liverpool  Daily  Post.] 

Just  now  we  want  a  Cromwell,  not  a  EusseU.  England  mig^t,  fli' 
ought  to  have  prevented  the  war  in  America,  and  owing  to  her  WMlrf^ 
proper  policy  the  thousands  of  people  in  Lancashire  are,  at  thismoMri^- 
dying  a  lingering  death  for  want  of  food.  We  state  this  on  Wr 
authority  of  the  ^mes  corres}K)ndent,  who  speaks  from  persooalkMil'  | 
edge.  Such  are  the  consequences  of  a  war  that  never  would  have  '  *^~ 
pl^  had  Earl  Bussell  told  the  confederates  at  first  that  thi^ 
have  no  aid,  directly  or  indirectly,  from  England. 
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Mr.  Wilson  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  September  16,  1863. 

I  have  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  28th  of  August,  in 
leclgnient  of  the  receii)t  of  mine  of  the  14th.  Wlien  I  wrote, 
as  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  iron-chuls  would  be  allowed  to 
i\  tlie  official  dispatch  of  Earl  Russell  of  the  1st,  stating  that 
reniment  could  not,  in  any  way,  interfere  with  them,  shows  that 
ight  in  my  conclusions. 

?r8tanding  that  there  was  a  movement  on  foot  to  get  them  out 
the  French  flag,  on  the  plea  that  a  French  agent  had  purchased 
or  the  Pacha  of  Egypt,  and  Mr.  Adams  being  absent,  I  at  once 

0  Mr.  Dayton,  and  telegraphed  Mr.  Thayer,  at  Alexandria.    Mr. 

1  lost  no  time  in  obtaining  from  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuysan  exj)licit 
of  the  right  to  use  the  French  flag  for  such  a  purpose,  and  Mr. 
•  replied  that  the  Pacha  had  not  purchased  these  ironclads.  I 
tained,  on  a  x>ersonal  application,  a  like  denial  from  M.  Musurus, 
rkish  ambassador  here.    This  information  was  used  immediately 

Adams  on  his  return,  and,  I  have  no  doubt,  was  of  use  in  chang- 
3  iniri)ose  of  the  government,  as  instructions  were  soon  after 
or  the  detention  of  these  formidable  vessels.    Earl  Russell,  like- 

I  a  very  long  and  labored  dispatch,  informs  Mr.  Adams,  this 
\gj  that  he  h£^  also  obtained  the  same  information.  At  all  events, 
ssels  are  temporarily  detained,  and  we  all  feel  relieveil.  Still, 
)rk  upon  them  is  allowed  to  proceed  as  vigorously  as  ever,  and 

them  has  taken  her  coals  on  board  at  midnight,  and  is  uow^  ready 
.  The  arrival  of  ninety  of  the  Florida's  crew  at  Liverpool,  and 
blished  statement  that  the  iron-clad  was  going  on  a  trial  trip  with 
nuission  of  the  authorities,  coui)lcd  with  the  wording  of  Earl 
Vs  note,  that  "  the  vessels  would  be  detained  until  inquiries  were 
it  to  a  conclusion,"  all  point  to  the  danger  of  their  yet  escaping, 
pily,  however,  they  shall  be  refused  clejirance,  I  am  flrmly  of  the 
ti  that  the  range  of  General  Gilmore-s  guns  has  had  more  weight 

II  other  evidence  and  arguments. 

I  induced  to  write  in  advance  of  dispatch  day,  by  reason  of  the 
contradictory  rejwrts  set  afloat  in  the  papers  concerning  the  action 
government.  Earl  Russell  reiterates,  in  his  last  note,  that  the 
iment  have  issued  instructions  to  i)revent  the  ironclads  Irom  sail- 
until  satisfactory  evidence  is  furnished  of  their  destination,"  &c., 
iTet,  with  all  the  officers  of  her  Majesty's  customs  at  Liverpool 
ndly,  they  may  get  out.  Thef  vessels  are  not  seize<l,  and,  of 
I,  not  in  custody.  The  confederates  are  desperate,  and  I  should 
I  at  all  surprised  to  hear  at  any  time  of  this  i)irate  having  stolen 
8ea^  The  Florida  is  at  Brest,  dismantled,  and  a  full  complement 
D  are  ready  for  any  new  piratical  undertaking.  I  think  the  same 
rations  should  continue  to  be  made  at  home  for  the  reception  of 
pirates  a«  though  they  were  already  on  the  high  seas. 
I  will  please  excuse  this  unofficial  way  of  dealing  with  official 
«,  but  I  have  thought  that  the  great  importance  attached  to  every- 
oonnected  with  the  dispatch  of  a  hostile  fleet  from  Great  Britain 
warrant  the  communication  of  intelligence  concerning  it,  outside 
lei^timate  channel,  if  a  few  days'  information  in  advance  were 
tytained.    Mr.  Adams  has  now  returned,  however,  and  will,  doubt- 
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less,  communicate  officially  the  further  corresi)ondence  upon  this  a) 
impoitaut  subject,  by  the  next  steamer. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  serv^ant, 

CHARLES  L.  WILSON. 
Hon.  F.  W.  Seward, 

Asmtant  Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seacard. 

Fo.  497.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London  J  September  17,  ISG^ 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  this  week  of  yourdispatol 
Ko.  688,  of  the  31st  of  August.  I  am  glad  to  leani  by  it  that  you  btfi 
returned  to  your  duties,  at  Washington,  invigorated  by  your  excnimi 

The  only  subject  of  interest  during  this  week  has  been  the  sitoal 
of  the  iron-clad  vessels  at  Liverpool.    On  Monday  morning  I  waii 
little  startled  by  the  appearance  in  the  morning  newspapers  of  cod< 
dictory  statements.    Tlie  Post,  which  had  been  the  first  the  week 
to  announce  the  detentioji  of  tlie  ships,  now  came  out  with  an  intii 
that  the  interdict  would  be  soon  removed,  as  the  true  object  of  the 
sels  would  be  made  known.    In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Lau*d  would  be 
mitted  to  make  a  trial  trip,  on  the  promise  that  he  would  bring  the 
sel  back  to  port  on  the  same  day.  Conciurently  with  my  reading  of  i 
notice,  I  received  a  telegram  from  Mr.  Dudley,  at  Liverpool,  annonni 
that  one  of  the  vessels  had  been  taking  in  coals  during  the  nighty 
was  about  to  depart  on  what  is  called  a  trial  trip,  from  which  she  woill| 
not  return. 

On  that  very  same  morning  special  notices,  drawn  up  in  identieri^ 
terms,  appeared  in  the  Times,  the  News,  and  the  Star,  to  the  effect  tW; 
the  government  had  decided  to  detain  the  vessels  for  a  decision  upot! 
their  character.  The  official  nature  of  this  statement  was  distinct^: 
marked. 

Whilst  I  was  in  doubt  what  to  make  of  this,  I  receiyed  another  tib 
gram  from  Mr.  Dudley,  announcing  that  the  vessel,  instead  of  going  mi 
on  a  trial  trip,  as  expected,  had  been  floated  to  Birkenhead,  as  if  to  b 
up  in  .dock. 

The  same  evening  I  received  :&om  Lord  RusseU  the  note,  aoqpy  it 
which  is  herewith  transmitted.  Although  the  reasoning  is  a  little  vmA 
from  that  in  his  preceding  papers,  I  concluded  that  it  would  be  betterti 
enter  into  a  pretty  ftill  consideration  of  it,  if  for  no  other  motlre,  ll 
least  to  soften  in  a  degree  the  character  of  my  former  note,  at  whkAIS 
appears  to  take  exceptions.  A  copy  of  my  reply  accompanies  this  dk 
patch. 

On  the  whole,  I  scarcely  know  what  to  say  of  the  prospect  ftr  On^ 
future.  The  fact  that  there  is  great  vacillation  of  purpose  is  spptMi 
from  the  record  as  it  has  been  laid  before  you.  The  disinclinatioiill 
run  a  risk  of  extremities  is  evident  not  only  by  the  change  of  p<^8K 
but  by  the  altered  tone  of  the  London  Times,  in  discussiug  thisquestioiL 
On  the  other  hand,  the  pressure  of  the  opposite  interest  in  UvapMi 
and  London  is  very  formidable,  and  it  has  more  or  less  of  ccH^wntili 
within  the  cabinet  itself.  I  am  afraid  that  a  neatiy-invented  Ihlwiinii. 
might  have  an  effect  to  procure  the  release  of  the  vessels.  At  flw  Mi 
time  I  think  the  desire  of  Lord  Russell  and  the  liberal  porthlll  rf^ 
cabinet,  to  act  in  good  faith  as  far  as  they  can,  up  to  tbe  Une  of  tti^^ 
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atral  obligatious,  may  be  relied  upon,  should  the  circftmstances  favor 
B  prosecution  of  their  policy.    Something  will  depend  on  the  course 
events  in  America. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

ikcretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 


• 


Foreign  Office,  September  11, 18C3. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  and  have  read  it 
ith  great  regret. 

It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  government  of  Great  Britain  to  maintain  a 
net  neutrality  between  the  parties  who  for  two  years  liave  carried  on 
<nvil  war  of  unusual  extent  and  loss  of  life  on  the  continent  of  North 
jnerica. 

Her  IV^jesty's  government  have,  for  the  most  part,  succeeded  in  this 
ipartial  course.  If  they  have  been  unable  to  prevent  some  violations 
r  neutrality  on  the  part  of  the  Queen's  subjects,  the  cause  has  been  that 
leat  Britain  is  a  countr^*^  which  is  governed  by  definite  hiws,  and  is  not 
il^ect  to  arbitrary  will.  But  law,  as  you  are  well  aware,  is  enforced 
Bce,  as  in  the  United  States,  by  independent  courts  of  justice,  which 
ill  not  admit  assertion  for  proof,  nor  conjecture  for  certainty. 
In  the  United  States,  as  in  £nglan<l,  questions  of  this  nature  have 
een  discussed  by  judges  of  great  legal  ability,  whose  leaniing  and 
npartiality  have  given  weight  and  authority  to  their  decisions  in  every 
trt  of  the  civilized  world. 

Her  Majesty's  government  feel  confident  that  the  President  of  the 
Tnited  States  will  be  disposed  rather  to  resort  to  those  great  expositors 
I  international  law,  and  to  be  guided  rather  by  a  careful  exjimination 
€  the  course  of  her  Majesty's  government,  than  to  yield  to  the  hasty 
xmclusions  and  prejudicial  imputations  of  public  clamor. 

For  instance,  in  the  case  still  pending  of  the  iron-clad  steam-rams  at 
Birkenhead,  Mr.  Seward,  with  liis  knowledge  and  pei'spicuity  of  judg- 
■ent,  cannot  fail  to  acknowledge  that  it  was  necessary  tR  show,  not  only 
tbat  these  vessels  were  built  and  equipi)ed  for  purposes  of  war,  but  also 
Suit  they  were  intended  for  the  so-willed  Confe4lerate  States. 

With  a  view  to  complete  the  e\idence  on  this  head,  it  was  material  to 
prove  that  the  iron-clads  were  not  intended  for  tbe  French  government, 
pr  fonthe  Pacha  of  Egypt.  With  respect  to  the  French  government,  her 
Majesty's  government  have  received,  upon  inquiry,  assurances,  through 
hrl  Cowley  and  the  Marquis  of  Cadore,  that  the  French  government 
bve  nothing  to  do  with  the  Birkenhead  ironclads. 

In  respect  to  the  Egyptian  government,  it  wa.s  only  on  the  5th  instant 
Bttt  her  Majesty's  government  received  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Colquhoun, 
knr  M^lesty's  consul  genenvl  in  Egypt,  which  is  conclusive  on  this  sub- 
ieet 

Mr,  Colqnhoun  reported  on  the  28th  August,  that  M.  Bravay,  a  French 
M{jeet,  and  a  member  of  the  French  Chamber  of  Deputies,  had  stated 
lllmnail  Pacha,  very  lately,  that  the  orders  for  the  two  ironclads  were 
liven  when  said  Pacha  was  last  in  Paris.  M.  Bravay  seems  to  have 
>Sed  Ismail  Pacha  to  fulfill  the  verbal  contract  of  his  predecessor,  and 
l»  purchase  these  vessels,  for  which  he,  M.  Bravay,  had  paid,  as  he 
O^pnI,  a  large  sum  on  account^ 
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But  Ismail  Pacha,  Mr.  Colquboun  adds,  refused  to  pureJia^  these 
vessels. 

From  tliis  example,  and  that  of  the  vessels  built  for  the  Emperor  of 
China,  whose  name  was  allejred  all  over  the  United  States  to  be  a  luera 
sham  to  cover  the  real  destination  of  the  vessels,  the  President  wiH 
gather  how  necessary  it  is  to  be  dis])assionate  and  careful  in  inquiriei 
and  statements  upon  subjects  involving  such  great  inten»sts,  and  affect- . 
ing  the  good  faith  and  the  character  of  a  power  so  honorable  as  Grejit 
Britain. 

These  matters  will,  no  doubt,  be  duly  and  dispassionat^jly  consideni 
by  the  government  at  Washington,  however  they  may  have  been  undtf'^l 
stood  in  London. 

I  deem  it  right,  however,  to  observe  that  the  question  at  issue  betweai 
yourself  and  her  Majesty's  government  relates  to  two  sepanite  and  " 
tinct  matters,  the  general  international  duties  of  neutralitj',  and  the 
municipal  law  of  the  United  Kingdom.  With  regard  to  the  gei 
duties  of  a  neutral,  according  to  international  law,  the  true  doc 
has  been  laid  down  repeatedly  by  Presidents  and  judges  of  emin< 
of  the  United  Stjites,  and  that  doctrine  is,  that  a  neutral  may  sell  1^ 
either  or  both  of  two  belligerent  parties  any  implements  or  munitioiu  ' 
war  which  such  belligerent  may  wish  to  purchase  from  the  subjects 
the  neutral ;  and  it  is  difficiilt  to  find  a  reason  why  a  ship  that  is  to  be 
used  for  warlike  purposes  is  more  an  instrument  or  implement  of  WK 
than  cannon,  muskets,  swords,  bayonets,  gunpowder,  and  projectiles  fee 
be  fired  from  cannon  and  muskets.  A  ship  or  a  musket  may  be  soldte 
one  belligerent  or  the  other,  and  only  ceases  to  be  neutnd  when  theshf^ 
is  owned,  manned,  and  emph)yed  in  war,  and  the  musket  is  heldbyii 
soldier,  and  used  for  the  purpose  of  killing  his  enemy.  In  fact,  the  ship 
can  never  be  expected  to  decide  a  war  or  a  campaign,  whereas  the  other 
things  al>ove  mentioned  may,  by  eqiupping  a  large  army,  enable  flie 
belligerent  w^hich  requires  them  to  obtain  decisive  advantages  in  the 
war.  I 

Then,  again,  as  regards  the  employment  of  the  subjects  of  a  nentiil  j 
by  either  belligerent:   it  is  obvious  that  even  if  the  whole  crew  of  •; 
ship  of  war  were  composed  of  the  subjects  of  a  neutral,  that  crew  wonU 
have  less  infiuence  on  the  results  of  the  war  than  whole  regiments  and 
brigades  emi)loyed  on  land,  and  composed  of  the  subjects  of  a  neutiel 
state. 

Xow,  admitting  that  the  confederates  have  been  able  to  employ  some 
vessels  built  in  the  United  Kingdom,  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  her 
Majesty's  government  to  prevent  it ;  and  admitting,  also,  that  which  ii 
believed  to  be  the  fact,  that  the  confederates  have  derived  a  liinitei 
supply  of  arms  and  ammunition  from  the  United  Kingdom,  notwiA- 
standing  the  federal  blockade  of  their  ports;  yet,  on  the  other  hand^it 
is  perfectly  notorious  that  the  federal  government  have  purchaaad  ii 
and  obtained  from  the  United  Kingdom  a  far  greater  quantity  of  ai«e 
and  warlike  stores.  , 

As  far,  then,  as  regards  the  drawing  warlike  supplies  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  federal  government  has  done  in  that  respect  a  great  deel 
more  than  the  confederates  have  done  ;  and  if,  in  contradiction  to  the 
doctrine  repeatedly  and  deliberately  promulgatexl  by  Presidents  of  the 
United  States,  the  furnishing  of  such  supplies  "by  the  subjects  of  e 
neutral  to  one  belligerent  is,  a.s  you  would  seem  to  represent  it,  an  *>* 
of  war  against  the  other  belligerent,  the  United  Kingdom  of  Greet 
Britain  must  be  deemed  to  be  at  war  with  both  the  contending  pariN>  , 
in  North  America,  but  to  have  given  greater  assistance  in  the  war  <•  i 
the  federals  than  to  the  confe^VewiXft^, 
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But  if  the  question  with  regard  to  men  is  to  be  raised,  the  difference 
•  fiir  greater.    Even  admitted,  as  asserted  by  you,  though  her  Majesty's 

Ererumeut  have  no  knowledge  of  the  faet«,  that  a  small  number  of 
itish  Rubjects  have,  in  defiance  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation,  engaged 
h  the  service,  either  by  sea  or  land,  of  the  confederates,  it  might  be 
Mked  whether  no  British  seamen  are  now  employed  in  the  naval  8er\ice 
rfthe  Uniteil  States  government!  At  all  events,  it  is  well  known  that 
hrge  numbers  of  natural-born  subjects  of  her  Majesty  have  fought  and 
Uieu  in  the  ranks  of  the  federal  armies,  and  it  is  confidently  asserted, 
hongh  her  Majesty's  government  have  no  proof  of  the  fact,  that  agents 
f  the  federal  government  are  employed  within  the  United  Kingdom  to 
Qgage  subjects  of  her  Majestj'  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States  with  a 
ittw  of  engaging  when  there  in  the  military  service  of  the  federal 
ovemnient. 

Her  Majesty's  government  would  fiiin  hope  that  such  reports  are  un- 
Mmded,  because  such  a  i>roceeding  would  not  only  be  a  departure  from 
ttemational  comity,  iniismuch  as  it  would  l)e  tempting  Biitish  subjects 
>  act  in  violation  of  her  Mjijesty's  prcK'lamation,  but  it  would  also  be 
i&metrically  at  variance^  with  -the  doi^trine  laid  down  by  the  President 
f  the  United  States,  upon  a  similar  matter  in  1855,  during  the  war 
etweeu  Great  Britain  and  Eussia. 

IJpon  the  second  branch  of  this  subject,  namely,  the  question  how  far 
yet  Majesty's  government  have  enforced  the  municipal  law  «f  the 
Tnited  Kingdom  commonly  called  the  "foreign  enlistment  act,"  her 
fiyesty's  government  can  only  repeat  that  they  have  taken  every  step 
H  enforce  that  law,  which  by  legal  authority  they  have  been  advised  to 
le  within  their  comx^etency,  and  her  Majesty's  government  will,  from  a 
he  regard  to  their  own  good  faith,  and  to  the  national  dignity,  con- 
^ae,  without  regard  to  any  other  considerations,  to  pursue  the  same 
sonrse. 

Her  Majesty's  government  forbear  from  making  any  remarks  upon 
Hie  passage  which  is  quoted  by  you  from  some  (confederate  newspaper, 
Hie  editor  of  which  tries  to  show  what  damage  the  Warrior  could  infiict 
■poQ  the  seaboard  of  the  federal  States.  Such  remarks  have,«happily, 
io  bearing  upon  the  present  state  of  things,  and  may  be  dismissed 
'Vithont  comment. 

Her  Majesty's  government,  in  conclusion,  can  only  hope  that  the 
IpTemment  at  Washington  may  take  a  calmer  and  more  dispassionate 
Tiew  of  these  matters  than  seems  to  be  inferred  from  your  note ;  but, 
iftall  events,  her  Majesty's  government  can,  with  i>erfect  sincenty,  a«- 
•tte  you  that  it  is  their  earnest  desire  faithfully  to  perform  the  duties 
•t  neutrality  in  the  unhapj)y  conflict  which  now  devastates  so  large  a 
fertion  of  the  States  of  Xorth  America,  and  that  so  far  from  being 
nimated  by  any  feelings  of  hostility  towards  either  of  the  contending 
pirties,  they  would  deem  it  fortunate  and  honorable  to  Great  Britain  if 
■Jy  opportunity  should  occur  which  could  ofter  to  her  Majesty's  govern- 
•ttit  the  slightest  chance  of  being  in  any  way  useful  in  promoting  the 
^blishment  of  peace. 

I  have  to  add  that  instructions  have  been  issued  for  preventing  the 
departure  of  the  iron-clad  vessels  in  question  from  Liverpool  until  satis- 
kctory  evidence  can  be  given  as  to  their  destination,  or,  at  all  events, 
^tU  the  inquiries  w^hich  are  now  being  prosecuted  with  a  view  to  obtain 
■uch  evidence  shall  have  been  brought  to  a  conclusion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 
Vhables  Fbanois  Ai>am8,  Esq.f  dkc.j  dtc.j  dtc. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell, 

Legation  of  the  United  States,        I 

London^  September  lHj  im.    I 

]\Iy  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  on  the  14tb,(i(| 
your  note,  dated  on  the  lltli,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  5th  of  the  ciirrnt: 
month. 

Your  lordship  remarks  that  you  had  read  my  letter  with  great  regn^j 
On  my  part,  I  am  very  sure  that  it  could  not  exceed  the  regret  widj 
wiiich  I  wrote  it. 

You  are  pleased  to  observe  that  her  Majesty's  government  hoi)es 
government  may  take  a  calmer  and  more  dispassionate  view  of  the 
ters  involved  in  this  discussion  than  seems  to  be  inferred  from  my  m 
If  in  that  note  I  should  have  unfoitunately  led  her  Majesty's  govenn 
to  any  inference  of  the  kind,  I  cm\  only  assure  your  lordship  that 
fault  must  be  exclusivelv  mine.    At  the  same  time  I  feel  it  mv  diitv; 
to  disguise  from  you  the  very  gi*ave  sense  it  entertains  of  the  danger 
her  Majesty's  kingdom  may  be  freely  used  by  the  enemies  of  the  Uuit 
States,  in  conjunction  with  numerous  ill-disposed  subjects  of  her  own,  1 
carry  on  a  war  against  them  in  manner  and  spiiit  wholly  at  varii 
witli  the  ndesof  neutrality  which  her  Mjijesty's  government  has  prescril 
for  itself  in  the  present  contest,  as  well  as  with  the  stronger  obligatii 
of  amity  and  good  will  imx)osed  by  solemn  treaties  long  since  ent 
into  between  the  parties. 

Your  hmlship  api>ears  disposed  to  throw  aside  the  extract  madeinnqf! 
note  from  an  insurgent  publication  as  "happily  having  no  bearing  upai 
the  present  state  of  things."    That  publication  was  pi'edicated  uiwn  te 
expectation  niised  by  the  rei)ort  of  the  case  of  the  Alexandra,  that 
further  obstnictions  to  the  full  execution  of  the  policy  therein  indi(iitii| 
would  be  made  in  the  ports  of  her  Majesty's  kingdom,     ('omiug,  asil^ 
did,  in  corroborati<m  of  secret  information  derived  from  other  soiuroe^ 
I  certainly  felt  as  if  it  wa4S  incumbent  upon  me  to  lay  before  you  a  vie»' 
of  the  ccijisequences  not  unlikely  to  result  from  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
clusions announced  to  me  in  your  note  of  the  Ist,  which  fully  justifidi 
that  exi>ectation.    If  her  Majesty's  government  have  not  the  power  to! 
prevent  the  harbors  and  tx)^^^l8  of  a  friendly  nation  fi-om  being  destroyed  1 
by  vessels  built  by  British  subjects,  and  equipi)ed,  manned,  and  4lii-  4 
patched  from  her  harbors  with  the  intention  to  work  that  immense  mifr  * 
chief,  then  is  the  neutrality  of  the  kingdom  nothing  more  than  a  shadoVf 
under  which  war  may  be  conducted  with  nu)re  effect  than  if  undisguised, 
and  all  international  obligations,  whether  implied  or  expressed,  not  worth 
the  pa])er  on  which  they  are  written. 

It  is  no  part  of  my  intention  to  renew  with  your  loixiship  the  disctf* 
sion  of  the  extent  to  which  a  belligerent  may  draw  resources  fropitto 
territoiies  of  a  neutral,  nor  yet  to  examine  the  degree  in  which  the  respect- 
ive parties  to  the  present  contest  have  done  so  in  Gre4it  BritAin. 

The  limit  in  the  tirst  instance  is  well  known  to  be  the  law  of  tradei 
which  passively  ignores  the  character  of  the  purchaser.  That  limit,! 
desire  once  more  to  declare  to  your  lonlship,  has  never  been  i^assed  iff 
the  government  of  the  Unite<l  States,  whatever  may  be  the  insinnatioiis 
or  intimations  to  the  conti-ar^',  to  which  your  lordship  alludes.  Tlie 
repeat(,'d  and  authorized  denials  of  them  made  by  me  would  8ee]%tt 
ordinary  couitesy,  to  be  entitled  to  full  confidence,  at  least  so  long«»i^  , 
is  admitted  that  no  evidence  exists  to  impair  its  reputation  for  good 
faith. 
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e  other  hand,  the  history  of  the  past  two  years  has  proved  beyond 
iibility  of  denial  that  the  insurgents  have  steadily  and  persist- 
«ii  engaged  in  transgressing  the  limit  above  laid  do^Ti.  They 
Ht  ships  in  the  ports  of  this  kingdom  with  the  intent  to  make 
the  United  States ;  they  have  ecpiipped  and  armed  those  ships 
5  aid  of  British  subjects ;  they  have  manned  those  shii>s  by  the 
mt  of  British  subjects,  and  without  ever  entering  any  insurgent 
;  they  have  sailed  on  the  high  sea«  committing  depredations  on 
lerty  of  the  i>eople  of  the  United  States  under  the  protection  of  the 
[lag.  In  advance  of  this  series  of  proceedings  I  have  been  steadily 
I  iu  making  representations  of  the  danger  of  the  same  to  your 
>,  the  correctness  of  which  has  been  almost  uniformly  verified  by 
it.  In  the  very  first  instance  in  which  I  had  the  honor  to  pre- 
emonstrance  to  your  lordship^  (the  ciise  of  the  giuiboat  Oreto,)  it 
,  from  the  admission  of  the  indi\idual  now^  in  command  of  that 
mder  the  name  of  the  Florida,  that  she  w^as  built  in  the  port  of  Liv- 
rith  the  intention  to  carrj'  on  war  against  the  United  States.  I 
x>m  the  language  of  a  letter  signed  J.  N.  Maffitt,  which  has  ap- 
in  the  public  prints,  when  I  say  that  "that  corvette  ha«,in  fact, 
ilt  and  armed  by  the  government  of  the  Confederate  States  of 

[>mlding  and  arming  are  well  kno\NTi  to  have  been  done  from  the 
id  harl^rs  of  Great  Britain  and  its  dependencies ;  and  just  so 
een  with  the  other  vessels  of  the  same  nature  now  on  the  ocean, 
re  never  yet  earned  any  national  character  excepting  that  which 
ach  to  them  from  the  territory  where  they  were  built,  equipped, 
,  and  armed. 

mnecessary  for  me  to  eidarge  further  upon  this  view  of  the  case, 
ntrast  this  conduct  of  the  insurgents  with  that  observed  by  the 
States.  I  shall  content  myself  only  with  pointing  out  to  your 
)  that  the  suflfering  by  Gre^it  Britain  of  such  proceedings  as  I 
mplained  of  is  in  violation  of  the  rules  of  neutrality  established 
aw  of  nations,  as  laid  doMTi  by  distinguished  writers,  including 
rdship,  as  well  as  of  the  very  terms  of  the  enlistmeiit  act,  as 
I  in  this  kingdom  for  the  purjwse  of  enforcing  those  rules, 
is  the  language  of  Martens  on  the  subject: 
tu  1^,  au  contraire,  blesse  les  devoirs  de  la  neutrality  qui,  sans 
mens  ant^rieurs.  ♦  ♦  *  ♦  ♦  tolere  sur  son 
•e  les  preparatife  militaires  de  I'une  des  puissances  b^llig^reutes, 
rant  des  armemens  en  course,''^  &c.,  &c. 
^  quote  from  the  authority  of  your  lordship  himself: 
^mpts  on  the  part  of  the  subjects  of  a  neutral  government  to  take 
a  war,  or  to  make  use  of  a  neutral  territory  as  an  arsenal  or  bar- 
•  the  preparation  and  inception  of  direct  and  immediate  hostili- 
inst  a  state  with  which  their  government  is  at  peace,  as  by  enlist- 
liers,  or  fitting  out  ships  of  war,  and  so  converting,  as  it  were, 
territory  into  a  hostile  depot  or  post,  in  order  to  carry  on  hostili- 
refrom,  have  an  obvious  tendency  to  involve  in  the  war  the  neu- 
emment  which  tolerates  such  proceedings.  Such  attempts,  if 
ced,  might  imply  at  least  an  indirect  participation  in  hostile  act«, 
>y  are,  therefore,  consistently  treated  by  the  government  of  the 
state  as  offenses  against  its  public  policy  and  safety,  which  may 
be  implicated." 

fiir  the  enlistment  act  appears  to  have  been  infringed  upon,  I 
need  go  no  further  to  show  than  to  quote  the  view,  with  which 
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your  lordship  has  heretofore  honored  me,  of  what  acts  constitute  a 
vioLatioii  of  that  statute : 

''The  foreign  eiilistnu*ut  act  is  intended  to  prevent  the  subjectiioftht 
Crown  from  going  to  war  wh<?n  the  sovereign  is  not  at  war. 

"Thus,  pnvate  persons  are  prohibited  from  fitting  out  a  ship  of  war  ii  ? 
our  ports,  or  from  enlisting  in  the  service  of  a  foiHiign  state  at  war  will' 
another  state,  or  in  the  service  of  insurgents  against  a  foreign  sovereip 
or  state.    In  these  cases  the  pei^son  so  acting  wouhl  carrj'  on  war,  aoi. 
thus  might  engage  the  name  of  their  sovereign  and  of  their  nation  iu  bet 
ligerent  operations.'' 

And  heri»  your  lor<lship  will  permit  me  to  i*emind  you  that  her  Maj» 
ty's  government  cannot  justly  plead  the  inefficacy  of  the  provisiousrf 
the  enlistment  law  to  enforce  the  duties  of  neutrality  iu  the  preMt 
emergency  as  depriving  them  of  the  power  to  pi*event  the  antieiimtii 
danger.  It  will  d(nibtl4\ss  be  remembered  that  the  proposition  made  If 
you,  and  which  I  had  the  honor  of  being  the  medium  of  conveying  to  nf: 
government,  to  agree  upon  some  forms  of  amendment  of  the  res^[>eftii| 
statutes  of  the  two  ccmntries,  in  order  to  make  them  more  ettei»tive,  ml 
entertained  by  the  latter,  not  fi*om  any  want  of  confidence  in  the  ability 
to  enforce  the  existing  statute,  but  from  a  desire  to  co-oi)enite  with  wlilt 
then  appean»d  to  be  the  wish  of  her  Majesty's  ministers.  But,  npot 
my  communicating  this  reply  to  your  lordship,  and  inviting  the  (UmiI' 
sion  of  propositions,  you  th(»n  informed  me  that  it  had  been  derided  Ml 
to  proceed  any  further  in  this  direction,  as  it  wa«  the  opinion  of  M 
cabinet,  sustained  by  the  authority  of  the  lord  chancellor,  that  the  hf 
was  fully  elt(LHttive  in  its  present  shape. 

It  should  here  be  observed  that  it  was  because  I  inferred  from  tkl 
language  of  your  lordship's  note  of  the  1st  of  this  month  a  virtual  abna- : 
gation  by  her  Majesty's  government  of  all  i)ower  practically  to  prevwrl 
the  violation  of  these  admitted  obligations  of  neutrjility  notorioustf 
going  on  within  this  kingdom,  that  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  represent  iufini, 
but  I  trust  not  disrespectful  nor  unsuitable  language,  the  strong  senn 
of  injury  which  my  government  w&uld  unquestionably  entertain  on  lean- 
ing the  unfortunate  conclusion  to  which  they  had  arrivei^ 

An4l  here  I  must  ask  permission  of  your  h)rd8hip.to  observe  that  tta 
disposition  shown  in  that  note  to  attach  crexlit  to  a  fraud  which,  to  nM^  I 
seems  so  transparent  as  that  attempted  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Bravaj? 
was  calculated  to  inspire  in  me  the  most  serious  fears  of  the  possihiliV  j 
of  my  ever  being  able  to  interpose  the  smalle^st  obstacle  in  future  totli 
most  barefaced  imposture  that  might  be  practiced  in  these  cases  on  Itfl 
Mjyesty's  government.  Well  knowing  the  unscrupulous  character  of  the 
parties  engaged  in  the^jUi  operations,  I  had  every  reason  to  apprehend 
they  would  always  l)e  prepared  with  some  similar  si)ecious  pretence  to 
annul  any  attempts  further  to  hin4ler  their  illegal  oi)eration8. 

The  stipulated  ownership  of  this  Mr.  Bravay  appears  to  have«clitid 
so  long  back  as  on  the  3d  of  July  last.  It  was  first  alleged  tliat  it  had 
been  claimed  through  the  official  agency  of  the  consul  of  France  at  liv- 
erpool.  And  in  this  form  the  story  was  honored  by  the  countenance  rf 
the  first  minister.  Lord  Palmerston,  in  the  debate  wiiich .  took  place  ii 
the  House  of  Con)mons  on  the  2M  of  that  nuuith.  Your  lordship  rfl 
recollect  that  I  took  immediate  measurers  to  prwuire  aii  effectual  di» 
vowal  of  that  authority  by  the  French  consul,  and  to  furnish  the  eridenW 
to  you..  Supposing  that  iier  Majesty's  government  were  perfectly  satifr 
fied  with  this,  you  nmy  judge  of  my  exti'cme  astonishment  when  I  gi* 
ered  from  your  note  of  the  1st  instant  that  her  Migesty 's  govenimfliti 
nearly  two  months  afterwards,  was  still  eutertAiuing  doubts  about  the 
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li  of  this  story,  and  bad  not,  during  the  long  interval,  obtained  tbe 
eiice  to  set  tbe  matter  at  rest.  Had  your  lordship  done  me  tbe  favor  to 
tion  the  doubt  at  any  time,  I  flatter  myself  that  1  eouhl  have  supplied 
[lei'essary  proof  to  di»six»l  that  illusion.    I  could  have  pointed  out  tbe 

that  Mr.  Bravay,  professing  to  aet  as  tbe  agent  of  the  Paeha  of 
pt,  yet  carefully  abstaining  from  any  communication  with  bis  alleged 
foyer,  had  addressed  bims«>lf  instead  to  tbe  Enii)eror  of  tbe  French, 
et  the  supiK)rt  of  bis  embassy  in  England,  in  order  to  effect  tbe 
sfer  of  tbe  vessels  from  under  the  British  authority. 
e  was  foiled  in  this  attempt  by  tlie  plain  answer,  that  tbe  ships  hav- 
1  foreign  destination,  the  French  agents  bad  no  authority  to  intervene 
I  the  British  government  to  effect  such  a  tninsfer.  ]?sot  satisfied  with 
ing  this  answer,  however,  I  am  informed  that  tbe  French  govern- 
t  at  once  applied  to  the  Viceroy  of  Egypt  in  order  to  verify  tbe  cor- 
nessof  Mr.  Bitivay's  statement.  The  answer  was,  what  might  naturally 
a  been  inferred,  a  complete  disavowal  of  any  share  in  the  transac- 
.  Mr.  Bravay,  on  being  applied  to  for  a  copy  of  any  contract  under 
ih  he  could  claim  to  act  for  tbe  Pacha,  was  obliged  to  confess  that 
lad  none.  But  be  then  pretended  that  bis  agreement  was  verbal 
I  a  person  who  be  was  sure  could  not  this  time  be  confronted  with 

to  prove  bis  want  of  veracity,  tbe  late  Pacha  of  the  siime  (country. 
ach  being  the  facts  attending  this  extraordinary  imi)osture,  your 
ship  may  judge  of  my  surprise  on  learning  from  your  note  that  on  1st 
September  *'the  inquiries  set  on  foot  by  her  Majesty's  government  had 
;d  to  show  that  the  statement  of  French  ownership  was  without 
idation;'^  furthermore,  that  "  there  was  no  legal  evidence  against  Mr. 
vay's  claim,  and  that  the  resiH)nsible  agent  of  the  customs  at  Liver- 
l  affirmed  bis  belief  that  these  vessels  had  not  been  built  for  tbe  confed- 
ies."  Lastly,  "  that  upon  these  and  other  grounds  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ment  were  advised  that  they  could  not  interfere  in  any  way  with  these 
sels." 

Fnder  these  circumstances,  I  trust  I  may  be  pardoned  if  I  was  some- 
it  moved  on  perceiving  that  the  peace  of  two  great  countries,  and  tbe 
«  of,  i)erhaps,  thousands  of  tbe  people  inhabiting  them,  were  about 
be  seriously  endangered  by  the  acts  of  i)rofligate  and  unscruimlous 
chief-makers,  whose  operations  were  to  be  i)ennitted  by  reason  of  the 
at  of  a  scruple  of  technical  evidence  to  x)rove  a  gross  and  flagrant 
ad. 

Vlth  regard  to  the  opirdcm  of  her  Majesty's  customs  agent  at  Liver- 
Aj  I  had  alre^vdy  bad  abundant  causes  to  know  tbe  value  of  that  in 
ions  preceding  instances  in  which  I  have  had  occasion  to  a<ldress  remon- 
uiees  against  tbe  notorious  i)roceedings  at  that  poit.  If  her  Majesty's 
aisters  look  no  further  for  proof  to  invalidate  the  evidence  which  I 
re  had  tbe  honor  to  present,  1  can  readily  foresee  what  will  be  the 
Be*  I  respectfully  submit  that  the  interests  of  two  nations  are  of  too 
ich  magnitude  to  be  measured  b}'  the  infinitesimal  scale  of  tbe  testi- 
my  |>ermissible  before  a  jury  in  a  comuion  law  court.  1  may  be  par- 
sed if  I  here  remind  your  lordship  of  the  significant  language  used  in 
larallel  case  in  former  days  by  that  distinguished  British  statesman, 
<Mrge  Canning,  when  he  deprecated  tbe  consequence  of  permitting  the 
Itiy  pettifogging  way  of  fitting  out  ships  in  British  harl>ors,  to  '^ sneak 
^tountry  into  a  warJ"  It  may,  indeed,  well  be  that  the  inability  to  pre- 
utsome  violations  of  neutrality  in  past  instances,  whi(;b  yom*  lordsliip 
candid  enough  to  confess,  may  be  regarded  l>y  the  United  States  as 
leeeding  from  special  causes,  which  ought  not  to  impair  confidence  iu 
B  enfbreement  of  a  general  iwlicy  of  neutrality  by  her  Majesty's  gov- 
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emmeut ;  but  I  pray  yoiir  lordsliip  to  consider  what  can  be  thatsecuriti^ 
when  all  tlie  barriers  are  virtually  removed  out  of  the  way  of  an  effeetf  j 
ive  levying  of  war  against  tkem  from  this  kingdom  on  the  most  foi 
ble  scale. 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  persist  in  the  opinion  that  the  evidence  wbidi 
have  lia<l  the  honor  to  pi^esent  to  your  attention,  in  regard  to  the  chanM^j 
ter  and  intent  of  the  war  vessels  fitting  out  at  Liverpool,  is  entitled  to] 
belief,  at  least  so  long  as  it  is  not  rebutted  by  far  stronger  proof  to  tiMj 
contrary  than  that  held  out  by  the  unsupported  word  of  a  French  oom-j 
mercial  ad  ventiu-er,  found  to  have  been  (capable  of  prevarication,  if  not  rfj 
absolute  falsehood,  or  by  the  bare  opinion  of  an  official  i>er8on  probal 
entertaining  a  s^inpatliy  >vith  tlie  cause  of  the  guilty  parties.  The  very  fa 
that  resort  has  been  had  to  such  flimsy  pretences  to  prevent  the  dete^j 
tion  of  the  true  object,  seems  to  afford  the  strongest  proof  tliat  tl 
object  is  not  a  lawful  one,  and  is  tlie  one  pointed  out  in  that  evidence, 
exterior  circumstances  go  to  confirm  this  \aew.    The  universjd  impi 
sion  notoriously  existing  in  Liveri)ool,  the  concurrent  intimations  of 
press  of  the  insurgent  States,  and  the  absence  of  any  other  suiti 
explanation,  thougli  not  constituting  in  themselves  tex^huical  evidc 
are  yet  important  adjuncts  to  that  which  may  fairly  be  classed  under 
definition.    For  myself,  I  must  add  that  I  entertain  not  a  shmlow 
doubt  that  the  substance  of  the  evidence  is  true.    If,  then,  there  be 
virtue  in  the  authority  upon  which  her  Majesty's  government  deliberat 
decided  that  the  provisions  of  the  enlistment  act  could  be  enforced 
out  the  need  of  any  amendment,  this  is,  surely,  a  most  fitting  andur^ 
occasion  upon  which  all  the  majesty  of  the  law  may  be  invoked  to  thai 
end  of  establishing  justice  and  maintaining  peace. 

In  conclusion,  I  pray  your  lordship's  attention  to  the  fact  that,  in  spite 
of  the  decision  to  which  her  Majesty's  government  appear  to  have  arrived, 
and  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  communiciite  to  me,  I  haf« 
reason  to  believe  that  no  efforts  are  intermitted  to  prepare  the  war  \» 
sels  for  immediate  departure.  Well  accpiainted,  as  lam,  with  thed»i 
perate  character  of  the  chief  persons  engaged  in  the  insurrection  in  Ai: 
United  States,  I  shall  be  little  8uq>rised  at  learning  of  their  resort  to  any 
and  every  expedient,  however  audacious  or  dishonest,  which  may  haTtt 
for  its  object  the  possession  of  these  formidable  ships.  i 

I  pray  yoiu*  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considenk 
tion  with  which  I  hiive  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedioi 
serv^ant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  cfec,  cfcc,  ifcc. 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[Extract.] 

No.  153.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  September  19, 1863. 

Sir:    A  merchant  of  the  first  respectability,  on  the  ITth  instant^ 
informed  me  that  the  ram  first  launched  was  to  be  completed  and  handet 
over  to  her  owner  to-day,  and  to  be  at  once  placed  under  the 
flag^  and  on  Monday  next  to  leave  this  port  under  this  &BLg.   He 

me  that  this  information  came  directly  from  the  Lairds,  ajid  tliat  I ^  . 

relj  on  its  being  true.    My  informant  understood  this  as  being  a  Mtf  | 
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to  get  them  out.    He  farther  iuformed  me  that  the  Lairds  asserted 

le  most  positive  manner  that  the  rams  had  not  been  stopped.    I  at 

called  on  the  Danish  consul  at  this  poi-t;  told  him  what  I  had  heard. 

assured  me  that  he  knew  nothing  about  it,  and  promised  to  let  me 

iw  if  an  application  was  made  to  him  to  put  them  under  his  flag. 

eommanicated  all  this,  the  same  day,  to  Mr.  Adams. 

^•*  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
-   Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

714.J  Depabtment  of  State, 

-•  Washington,  September  19,  1863. 

*^  Sib:  Your  dispatch  of  the  3d  of  September  (No.  486)  has  been  submit- 

to  the  President,  and  I  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  you  that 

proceedings  therein  related,  in  reganl  to  a  further  representation  to 

Kussell  on  the  subject  of  the  ironclad  vessels  at  Lairds'  shipyards, 

approved. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Chables  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  it-c,  c&e.,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Sou  716.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  September  19, 1863. 

Sib:  Your  dispatch  of  the  4th  of  September  (No.  488)  has  been  sub- 
Biitted  to  the  President.  Your  proceedings  therein  mentioned,  includ- 
ing the  protest  you  have  made  against  pennitthig  the  iron-cla<ls  at 
Lairds'  to  depart  on  their  destructive  errand,  are  distinctly  and  uure- 
iervedly  approved. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dr.,  dkc.j  &c. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract] 

■Ho.  717.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  September  19, 1863« 

BiB:  I  have  submitted  to  the  President  your  dispatches  of  the  4th  of 

I  h!tf(mA^T^  (No.  490,)  and  of  the  5th  of  September,  (No.  491.)    With 

.  WW  papers  came  two  notes  addressed  to  you  by  Earl  Kussell,  one  under 

lile  of  tJie  Ist  <tf  September,  and  the  other  under  that  of  the  4th  instant, 

Mbotb  of  which  relate  to  the  subject  of  the  iron-clads  at  Lairds'  ship* 


I 
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yard  in  Liveri)ool.    SimultaneouRly  with  these  papers,  the  bononit 
William  Stuart,  her  Majesty's  acting  charg^  d'affaires,  called  at 
department  and  made  a  statement  upon  the  subject  of  that  coi 
ence,  to  the  effect  set  down  in  a  memorandum,  which  you  will 
api)ended  to  this  communication.     Not  knowing  whether  her  M^j( 
government  may  have  thought  it  proper  to  advise  you  of  its  views  i 
fully  as'here  they  have  advised  us,  and  yet  thinking  it  imjwrtaot 
you  should  have  all  the  information  which  this  dep^ment  possesBd,] 
have  concluded  to  give  you  this  information.        ♦        •        *       • 
I  am,  sir,  yoiir  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  <fcc.,  cfec. 


MEMORANDUM. 

Mr.  Stuart  called  on  the  18th  instant  to  say  that  he  had  recei>'€d 
confidential  note  authorizing  him  to  say  to  Mr.  Seward  that  an  oi 
was  sent  on  the  5th  instant  to  stop  the  steamers  from  leaving  jiort. 
this  order  was  given  prior  to  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Adams's  note  of  the 
date.  That  the  British  government  believed  the  vessels  were  not  origit! 
ally  ordered  by  the  *' confederates,"  or  by  jiersons  in  their  interest,  yet 
deemed  it  not  improbable  that  they  might  have  since  been  transferred  ti 
such  persons.  That  the  British  government  still  doubted  whether  affidi- 
vits  or  other  evidence  sufficient  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  coaitf 
of  law  could  be  obtained;  yet  that,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  th«y 
hfvd  decided  to  take  the  risk  of  stopiung  the  vessels.  Mr.  Stntfl 
remarked  that  relations  between  the  two  countries  had  become  rathtf 
critical  on  this  point,  but  that  he  trusted  this  was  now  imst,  and  kl 
hoped  that  hereafter  affairs  between  us  would  go  on  more  smootl^h 
He  was  sure  the  intelligence  would  be  gratifying  to  Mr.  Seward,  am 
perhaps  relieve  some  anxiety,  as  he  (Mr.  Seward)  might  have  recei?0l 
by  the  mail  different  and  more  alarming  intelligence.  He  remarked  Hm 
the  note  to  him  was  a  confidential  one,  and  suggested  that  for  the  pM^ 
ent  publicity  should  not  be  given  to  the  matter.  ^ 

The  Assistant  Secretiiry,  to  whom  Mr.  Stuart  made  this  commaiM^ 
tion,  in  reply,  promised  to  convey  its  substance  to  the  Secretary  and  dll 
President,  who,  he  did  not  doubt,  would  receive  it  with  much  satis&ctaoii 
and  would  regard  it  as  confidential,  for  the  present,  understanding  tM 
to  be  the  wish  of  the  British  government. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

'So.  725.]  Department  op  State, 

Washingtanj  Septefnber  28, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  tke 
8th  of  September,  (No.  492,)  together  with  the  correspNondence  wUcI 
took  place  between  Earl  Russell  and  yourself  on  the  occasion  of  tiiedeeii' 
ion  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  prevent  the  departare  of  the  Jiw^ 
steamships  which  have  been  prepared  at  Liverpool  to  make  war  agaM 
the  United  States. 

You  are  already  aware' of  the  considerations  aifectiiig  the  aaJiiifyof  otf 
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tttry  which  make  this  proceeding  eminently  gratifying.  Tliere  are, 
ever,  other  circumstances  which  ought  not  to  be  overlooked.  This 
Barameot  has  not  been  forgetful  of  the  agency  of  disloyal  citizens  of 
United  States  in  inaugurating  the  hostile  enterprise,  and  in  instigat- 
debates  in  Parliament  and  in  the  press  which  have  tended  to  embar- 
the  British  ministry,  and  aggravate  the  responsibility  which  has 
>lTed  upon  them.  The  President,  therefore,  thinks  that  he  appre- 
l8  in  8ome  degree  the  firmness  and  fidelity  to  just  principles  which 
cabinet  of  London  has  exercised.  Nor  dot'is  he  for  a  moment  doubt 
.  a  sincere  desire  to  culitivate  the  friendship  of  the  United  States  has 
its  proper  influence  in  the  determination  at  which  the  cabinet  has 
ved.  You  will,  therefore,  specially  inform  Earl  Russell  that  the  gov- 
nent  of  the  United  States  will  hereafter  hold  itself  obliged,  with  even 
e  care  than  heretofore,  to  endeavor  to  conduct  its  intercourse  with 
at  Britain  in  such  a  manner  that  the  civil  wai*  in  which  we  are  unhap- 
engaged  shall,  when  it  comes  to  an  end,  leave  to  neither  nation  any 
nauent  cause  of  discontent. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  senant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

iTART.TCa  FBA17CIS  Adams,  Esq.,  dr.,  <£e.,  c£e. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward* 

[Extracts.] 

604.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  October  1,  1863. 

kK:  I  have  to  acknowleilg:e  the  reception  of  dispatches  from  the 
lirtment,  numbered  from  702  to  709,  inchisive. 
lie  event  of  the  week  has  been  the  speech  of  Earl  Russell  at  Blair- 
rrie,  evidently  drawn  forth  by  the  rei)ort  of  Mr.  Sumner's  address  at 
ir  York.  A  newspaper  rei>ort  of  it  was  transmitted  to  you,  by  Mr. 
taon,  in  the  middle  of  the  week ;  it  shows  a  marked  advance  in  his 
liship's  opinions,  as  well  as  in  his  contidence  in  expressing  them.  If 
eoald  understand  him  as  conveying  the  sense  of  the  ministrj^,  his 
e  would  be  calculated  to  inspire  confidence  in  its  future  policy.  But 
Jgret  to  perceive  indications  of  a  disposition  to  leave  the  question  of 
detention  of  the  steam  war  vessels  so  far  doubtful  as  to  encourage  the 
els  to  keep  their  hold  upon  them.  Were  it  not  for  this,  there  are 
ties  here  who  would  be  glad  to  negotiate  for  them  in  a  legitimate 
r,  and  thus  remove  at  once  this  fruitful  cause  of  difficulty  between 
countries.  I  hope  in  a  few  days  to  be  in  a  situation  in  which  I  may 
ible'todo  something  to  bring  this  result  about, 
transmit  copies  of  a  note  from  Lord  Russell  to  me  of  the  25th  instant 

this  subject,  and  of  my  reply. 

•  ••  •  ••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

bm.  WiLLiAx  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Earl  Btissell  to  Mr  Adams, 

T 
I 

Foreign  Office,  September  25, 18ML' 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letters  or  the  16th  and  I7v 
of  Sei)tember. 

As  the  whole  question  is  under  the  consideration  of  her  Miyesty's 
ernment,  and  the  orders  given  not  to  iMjrmit  the  iron-clacls  to  leave 
eqjool  until  further  inquiry  has  been  made,  seem  to  be  sufficient  fori 
puri)ose  of  the  present  moment,  I  will  delay  any  answer  to  these  let 
till  the  fa<!ts  have  been  more  fully  ascertained. 

It  is  right  to  inform  you  that  upon  receiving  assurance,  which 
treasury  considers  satisfactory^,  that  the  vessel  shall  be  returned  to 
enhead,  the  Messrs.  Laird  have  been  permitted  to  make  a  trial  trip 
the  vessel  which  is  thev  most  advanced. 

I  can  assure  you  that  I  am  not  less  anxious  than  yourself  that 
duties  of  neutrality  should  be  performed  strictly  and  impartially 
the  government  of  Great  Britain. 

There  are,  however,  passages  in  your  letter  of  the  16th,  as  well  as 
some  of  your  former  ones,  which  so  jilainly  and  repeatedly  imply  anil 
matiou  of  hostile  proci^eding  towards  Great  Britain  on  the  part  of 
government  of  the  United  States,  unless  steps  are  taken  by  her  Maji 
government  which  the  law  does  not  authoiize,  or  unless  the  law,  wl 
you  consider  as  invsufficient,  is  altered,  that  I  deem  it  incumbent  uj 
me,  in  behalf  of  her  Mfyesty's  government,  frankly  to  8tat«  to  you  tl 
her  Maji^sty's  government  will  not  be  induced  by  any  such  consideratkM 
either  to  overstep  the  limits  of  the  laAv,  or  to  propose  to  Parliament  aaf 
new  law  which  they  may  not,  for  reasons  of  their  own,  think  proi)erli 
be  adopted.  They  will  not  shrink  from  any  consequences  of  sach  i 
decision. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  moit 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

BUSSELL  jj 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  <fcc.,  dkc.  ] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  BusselL 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LondoHy  Septen^er  29, 1861 

Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  yoit 
note  of  the  25th  instant.  I  shall  take  pleasure  in  transmitting  aoopf  M 
my  government. 

I  must  pray  your  lordship's  pardon,  if  I  confess  myself  at  a  loss 
perceive  what  portions  of  my  late  correspondence  could  Justify  tbe ' 
cations  to  which  you  refer.    So  far  from  intimating  ^'hostile  pi 
towards  Great  Britain,'' "  unless  the  law,  which  "  I "  consider  asi 
is  altered,"  the  burden  of  my  argument  was  to  urge  a  relianoe 
law  as  sufficient,  as  well  from  the  past  experience  of  the  United 
as  fh)m  the  confidence  expressed  in  it  by  the  most  eminent  aul 
the  kingdom.    Ifeither  do  I  find  any  ground  for  the  other  imi 
It  is  very  ti'ue  that  I  have  deeply  regretted  the  sappoaitikm  tiM 
Majesty's  government  should  admit  itself  powerless  to  ezeeute  Mf^ 
those  obligations  which  are  recognized  by  the  consent  of  eiviliaedoMm' 
OS  well  as  the  faith  of  treaties,  to  be  binding  equally  apon  JiDi  andlkM 
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ken  the  liberty  to  point  out  the  consequences  which  follow  that  ina- 
lity,  ill  the  absolute  necessity  in) posed  upon  an  aggrieved  party  to 
riEeiiid  itself  from  the  worst  of  injuries.  This  is  the  principle  which  I 
Kve  beeu  directed  to  maintain,  not  from  any  idea  of  presenting  any  form 
'  eondition  whatever  to  her  Majesty's  government,  but  from  a  confident 
expectation  that  an  address  to  its  sense  of  right  may  avail  to  gain  for 
le  United  States  exactly  the  same  measure  of  justice  which  it  would 
cpect  from  that  country  in  return,  were  the  respective  situations 
jifTeised.  If,  in  any  respect,  I  have  appeared  to  transgress  the  line  of 
ifgameut  here  laid  down,  I  pray  yoiu*  lordship  to  consider  the  fault  as 
P^  Dot  of  intention  on  my  part,  and  not  at  all  belonging  to  my  govern- 
In  transmitting  your  lordship's  note  withcmt  fui-tlier  comment,  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  submit  the  question  in  what  degree  its  senti- 
Lts  may  have  been  in  any  particular  misinterpreted  by  me. 
I  trust  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  make  any  assurances  to  your 
|idship  of  the  earnestness  with  which  I  have  ever  striven  to  maintain 
bfhe  utmost  of  my  power  the  relations  of  amity  and  good  will  between 
|pe  two  countries. 

mf,  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
ktion  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
ptrant, 
!r  CHARLES  FKANCI8  ADAMS. 

^  Bight  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  cfc,  c&c,  d;c. 

FN 


5' 


Jlfr.  Sexvard  to  Mr.  Adams, 


■o.  729.]  Depart^ient  op  State, 

•     Washington^  October  6,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  and  to  submit  to  the  President 

Cur  dispatch  of  the  17th  of  September,  No.  407,  which  relates  to  the 
in-clad  vessels  built  at  Lairds'  sliii)-yards  for  war  against  the  United 
jftates,  and  which  is  accompanied  by  a  very  interesting  correspondence 
firhich  has  taken  place  on  that  subject  between  yourself  and  Earl  RusselL 
\  The  |)08itions  you  have  taken  in  this  correspondence  are  approved. 

It  is  indeed  a  ciiuse  of  j>rofound  concern  that,  notwithstanding  an 

engagement  which  the  President  has  accepted  as  final,  there  still 

nmains  a  doubt  whether  those  vessels  will  be  prevented  from  coming 

ootj  according  to  the  original  hostile  purposes  of  the  enemies  of  the 

.Vmted  States  residing  in  Great  Britain.    You  have,  however,  exhausted 

the  argument  upon  that  subject ;  nor  do  I  perceive  that  your  exposition 

..CI&  be  improved  or  materially  re-enforced.    Earl  Russell  remarks,  that 

Jkcr  Majesty's  government  having  proclaimed  neutrality,  have  in  good 

4fth  exerted  themselves  to  maintain  it.    I  iiave  not  to  say  now  for  the 

pitti  time,  that  however  satisfactory'  that  position  may  be  to  the  British 

S'*^'*       it  does  not  at  all  relieve  the  gravity  of  the  question  in  the 
States.    The  proclamation  of  neutrality  was  a  concession  of  bel- 
int  rights  to  the  insurgents,  and  was  deemed  by  this  government 
ll  ttimecessary ,  and  in  effect  as  unfriendly,  as  it  has  since  proved  injuri- 

a  to  this  country.    The  successive  preparations  of  hostile  naval  expe- 
ms  in  Great  Britain  are  regarded  here  as  fi'uits  of  that  injurious 
Ifeodamatioii. 

Bari  Busflell  adds  that  the  United  States  have  derived  some  military 
llq^lies  from  Oreat  Britain,  and  enlisted  many  British  subjects  in  their 
inie.    Bat  it  can  hardly  be  denied  that  neither  such  supplies  nor  suck 

26  A  c^youu  n 
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men  would  have  been  necessary  if  Great  Britain  bad  not^  sofar 
wafl  concerned,  first  raised  the  insurgents  to  the  position  of  bc\li|» 
Neither  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  nor  any  other  recopixw 
has  contended,  or  can  contend,  that  the  United  States  have  viola 
municipal  law,  or  any  treaty,  or  the  law  of  nntions,  or  even 
towards  the  British  government,  in  the  proceedings  by  which  tli 
received  as  merchandise  supplies  derived  from  British  sourcoa,a 
accepted  British  subjects  voluntarily  residing  in  our  own  countn*, 
untarily  enlisting  a«  soldiers  and  seamen  in  maintaining  tlie  cau 
Union.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the  United  States  sta 
what  they  think  impregnable  gioun4l,  when  they  refuse  to  be  dt 
by  any  act  of  British  government,  from  their  position  as  a  » 
nation  in  amity  witli  Great  Britain,  and  place<l  upon  a  footing ot 
with  domestic  insurgents  who  have  risen  up  in  resistance  agai 
authority. 

It  does  not  remain  for  us  even  to  indicate  to  Great  Britain  tli 
consequences  which  must  ensue,  if  the  ironclads  shall  come  f< 
their  work  of  destnuaion.  They  have  been  lully  revealed  to 
and  you  have  nmde  them  known  to  Earl  Russell,  within  the  i 
whicli  an  honest  and  habitual  respect  for  the  government  am 
pie  of  Great  Britain  imposes.  It  seems  to  me  that  her  Maje 
emnient  might  be  expected  to  perceive  and  appreciate  them,  e 
were  henceforth  silent  ujwn  the  subject.  Wlieii  our  unlia]>py 
broke  out,  we  distinctly  confessed  that  we  knew  what  great  lei 
it  ott'ered  to  foreign  intervention  and  aggression,  and  that  in 
could  such  intervention  or  aggression  be  endured.  It  was 
that  such  hggression,  if  it  should  come,  must  travel  over  the 
therefore  must  be  met  and  encountered,  if  at  all,  by  maritime  r 
We  addressed  ourselves  to  prepare  the  means  of  such  resista 
have  now  a  navy,  not  indeed  as  ample  as  we  propose,  but  yet  < 
we  feel  assured  is  not  altogether  inadequate  to  the  purposr 
defense,  and  it  is  yet  rapidly  increasing  in  men,  material,  am 
of  war.  Besides  this  regular  naval  force,  the  President  has  a: 
Congress  has  given  him,  authority  to  convert  the  mercantile  m; 
armed  squadrons,  by  the  issue  of  letters  of  marque  and  repr 
the  world  might  see,  if  it  would,  that  the  great  arm  of  naval  de 
not  been  thus  invigorated  for  the  mere  purpose  of  maintaining 
ade,  or  enforcing  our  authority  against  the  insurgents,  for  p 
they  have  never  had  an  open  jiort,  or  built  and  armed,  nor  c 
from  their  own  resources  build  and  arm,  a  single  ship  of  wai 
European  stiitesman  who  knows  anything  ot*  our  history,  or  e> 
nature  of  our  complex  republican  institutions,  un<lcrstands  full 
we  are  building  a  navy  not  for  ulteiior,  or  even  immediate  for 
but  for  self-defense.  Thus,  the  world  is  left  free  to  understanc 
measures  of  maritime  war  are  intended  to  resist  maiitime  aj 
which  is  constantly  threatened  from  abroad,  and  even  more  c 
apprehended  at  home.  That  it  would  be  emph>yed  for  that  p 
such  aggression  shoidd  be  attempted,  would  seem  certain,  nnles 
there  should  be  reiison  to  suppose  that  the  people  <lo  not  in  this  n 
prove  of  the  policy  and  sympathize  with  the  Si»ntiments  of  the  < 
government.  But  the  resistance  of  for4  ign  i^^iin  ssiou  by  all  t 
in  our  power,  and  at  the  hazard,  if  need  be,  of  the  national  lifi 
the  one  point  of  policy  on  which  the  American  people  seem  to 
mous,  and  in  complete  harmony  with  the  Presidents  This  is  n 
of  war  to  Great  Britiiin ;  itissitnply  an  assumption  of  the  p 
aelf-defense  again&t  a  naval  euemy^  from  whatever  qaarter  be  n 
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^^ed  I  add,  that  this  position  is  not  affected  by  the  character  in  which 
enemy  may  come,  whether  under  the  authority  and  bearing  the  flag 
^  foreign  state,  or  as  an  unauthorized  invader,  defying  the  authority 
his  own  state,  while  seeking  to  invade  our  own.  If,  then,  we  shall 
Jonie  engagetl  with  such  an  enemy,  whether  ho  comes  from  Great 
haiD,  or  from  France,  or  from  Russia,  what  must  be  the  limit  of  our 
fetancef  The  law  of  nations  says  that  the  only  limit  is  that  which 
Q  be  defined  by  ascertaining  the  magnitude  of  the  public  danger, 
I  do  not  know  that  it  is  necessarj-,  or  wouUl  be  useful,  to  communicate 
f  part  of  this  paper  to  Earl  Russell.  But  the  President  is  of  opinion 
it  yon  should  be  fully  apprised  of  the  views  of  this  government,  and 
liorized  to  use  them  as  you  nmy  think  i>roper. 
I  am,  sir,  yoiur  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

HARiJss  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  tf-c,  cf-c,  dec. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

516.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  October  9, 1863. 

k:  Referring  to  my  No.  504,  of  the  1st  .instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 
rard  herewith  a  copy  of  a  note  from  Lord  Russell,  under  date  of  the 
of  October,  acknowledging  the  reception  of  my  letter  to  him  of  the 
I  ultimo. 

I  have  the  honor  lo  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
OD.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  October  5, 1863. 

IB:  I  have  the  lionor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  tho 
I  of  September,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  25th  of  that  month,  and  I 
very  glad  to  find  that  1  had  misunderstood  you,  and  that  the  pas- 
es in  your  correspondence  which  had  led  to  my  observations  were 
dy  intended  by  you  to  express  your  confidence  that  the  sense  of 
it,  on  the  part  of  her  Mnjesty's  government,  would  avail  to  gain  for 
United  States  exactly  the  same  measure  of  justice  which  it  would 
ect  Irom  the  United  States  in  return,  were  the  resi>ective  situations 
irsed. 

have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
lient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELLu 
HABLES  FxtANGis  ADAMS,  Esq.,  c£re.,  c£-e.,  c£t. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

164.J  United  Staites  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  October  10, 1863L 


hj  befixre  yesterday,  I  learned  that  the  government  had  sent  oy&C!C^ 
m  to  Captain  IngeMeld^  the  captain  who  commauda  t\i6  hvs^n^  icitcsk 
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on  this  station,  to  seize  the  rams,  if  either  attempted  to  sail;  and^ 
he  had  taken  the  necessary  steps  to  carry  out  his  orders.  Thismomi 
cut  the  slips  from  the  papers  contained  in  inclosure  No.  1.  Fiomt 
it  would  appear  that  the  government  has  actually  seized  thevei 
The  issuing  of  the  onlers  to  Captain  Ingelfield  satisfied  me  that 
were  now  in  earnest.  Up  to  this  time,  I  could  not  say  that  they 
for  though  they  had  assured  us  the  vessels  would  not  he  permit 
sail,  without  their  being  satisfied  they  were  not  to  be  useil  agiuD 
United  States,  it  was  very  evident  from  the  way  they  acted  alwut 
that  it  was  with  reluctance  they  had  given  us  the  notice,  and  thj 
were  still  willing  to  permit  them  to  sail,  if  any  decent  pretext  cox 
be  found  to  justify  tliem.  Ca])tain  Ingelfield  is  a  most  energetic 
and  will  obey  his  orders.  I  think  1  can  now  say  to  you,  with  every  ass 
of  its  truth,  that  the  two  rams  are  stopped.  If  they  will  but  foil 
the  plan  rwommended  by  my  legal  advisers,  place  the  parties  \m\ 
upon  the  witness  stand,  there  will  be  no  doubt  about  the  result 
trial.  1  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  a  slip  Irom  the  I*ost  of  to-d 
taining  the  substance  of  a  memorijil  from  the  Southern  Club  at 
to  Earl  Russell,  protesting  against  the  action  of  the  government 
ping  the  rams.    If  anything  was  wanting  to  show  the  character  i 

tination  of  these  vessels,  this  would  se^m  to  supply  it. 

•  «  «  •  *  • 

I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUr 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  518.]  Legation  of  the  United  Statei 

London^  October  IG, 

Sir  :  Upon  the  reception  of  your  No.  725,  of  the  28th  of  Sep 
I  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Russell  in  the  sense  of  that  dispatch, 
is  herewith  transmitted. 

The  government  has  within  the  past  week  adopted  measures  of 
more  positive  character  than  heretofore  to  stop  the  st-eam-rams. 
reasons  for  this  I  have  not  l>een  oflScially  apprised.  My  o-onjei 
that  they  had  cause  to  suspect  attempts  would  be  made  to  get 
one  of  tiiem  out  by  stealth.  Having  myself  received  secret  info 
of  tliis  nature  in  connection  with  the  transmission  of  a  considera 
tion  of  the  crew  of  the  Oreto,  or  Florida,  from  Brest  to  Liverpool 
the  opportunity  to  warn  Lord  RiLssell  of  the  probability  of  such  a 
on  the  24th  of  last  month  in  a  note,  a  copy  of  which,  as  well  as 
closure,  is  herewith  transmitted.  His  lordship  replied  on  the  \ 
copy  of  his  note  is  likewise  appended. 

The  energetic  action  of  the  government,  after  effecting  the  le^ 
ure  of  the  rams,  in  first  placing  their  own  vessels  in  a  position 
mand  the  outlet  for  both,  and  latterly  in  making  fast  to  that  v* 
rejidy  to  start,  has  produced  an  excellent  effect  in  inspiring  cor 
in  the  prosecution  of  their  declared  policy.  Nothing  short  of  thii 
have  suflliced  to  convince  the  reckless  set  of  conspirators  at  Li 
that  they  were  in  earnest. 

The  next  step  which  I  anticipate  wiU  be  an  offer  to  sell  the  ye 
tbe  Oaoes.    K  they  ask  a  reasonable  price  I  have  leawm  to  beUe 
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^  ^  transfer  might  be  effected.  But  I  understand  there  are  schemes 
M  of  an  enterprise  to  seize  them  in  transitu,  if  not  strongly  cx>nvoyed, 
'Mies  making  an  offer  of  a  suitable  indemnity  in  case  of  success. 

•  My  readily  conceive  of  the  desi)eration  to  which  they  are  driven 
8tt  they  cherish  the  notion  of  such  projects  in  the  face  of  civilize<l  Eu- 
^  The  violent  and  lawless  nature  formed  and  develoi)ed  in  the  hot- 
I  of  slave  institutions  is  making  itself  more  and  more  distinctly  percep- 
eoDthis  side  of  the  Atlantic.  That  it  should  huve  been  permitted 
lave  play  on  the  ocean  until  now  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the 
Qg  predisposition  to  be  blind  as  long  aa  possible  to  every  proof  of  it. 
Irost  that  from  this  time  we  may  exi)ect  a  bett(>r  state  of  things  on 
sabject.    At  the  same  time  that  I  write  this  1  am  not  unaware  that 

•  vessels  are  preparing  at  Glasgow,  quite  as  formidable  as  those  at 
pool,  against  which  we  have  not  yet  oven  so  much  evidence  Jis  we 
nted  in  their  case.  I  am,  however,  preparing  to  make  represeiita- 
igainst  them. 

J  case  of  the  Alexandra  will  probably  come  up  on  appeal  to  the 
fqner  chamlwr  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks.  1  should  be  glad  to 
the  wishes  of  the  goverimieut  in  rc^gard  to  any  action  to  be  had  on 
side,  should  they  not  conclude  to  employ  the  supervision  of  Mr. 
s  once  more. 
I  have  the  honor  to  Ik%  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

*  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
1.  William  II.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Adams  to  Earl  Rmnell, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  October  12,  1863. 

Lord  :  I  take  great  pleasure  in  performing  the  duty  imposed  on 
f  my  government  of  expressing  its  satisfaction  with  the  intelligence 
1 1  liacl  the  honor  of  communicating  to  it  by  the  transmission  of 
lordship's  note  to  me  of  the  8th  of  September.  The  President,  not 
sible  of  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  decision  to  whicli  her 
*ty's  government  in  that  note  signified  it  had  arrived,  is  gratified 
ing  able  to  regard  it  in  the  light  of  a  sincere  desire,  on  just  prin- 

il  to  maintain  its  friendly  relations  w  ith  the  LTnited  States.  I  am, 
ore,  instructed  to  inform  your  lordshi[)  that  the  government  will 
.fter  hold  itself  obliged,  with  even  more  care  than  heretofore,  to 
ivor  so  to  conduct  its  intercourse  Avith  Great  Britain,  as  that  the  war 
lich  it  is  now  unhappily  involved  may,  whenever  it  may  terminate, 
to  neither  nation  any  permanent  cause  of  discontent. 
ray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c.,  &c. 

CHARLES  FRA^'CIS  ADAMS. 

^ht  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  d-c,^  cIt.,  &c. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Earl  Riissell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  24, 1803. 

'  Lord  :  I  am  credibly  informed  that  seventy  or  more  of  the  men 
giDg  to  the  insurgent  vessel,  the  Florida,  formerly  the  Oreto,  nearly 
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all  of  them  British  subjects,  have  been  sent  over  from  Brest,  and  ant 
now  in  Liveri)ool.  They  were  i)rovi(ie(i  with  a  letter  to  the  person  acting 
on  behalf  of  the  insurgents  at  Liverpool,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewitk 
transmittcHl.  I  need  not  point  to  your  lordship  the  fact  that  the  last 
sentence  implies  habitual  action,  in  direct  violation  of  the  law  of  tiiD 
realm ;  such,  indeed,  as,  if  committed  by  any  agent  of  the  United  Stately 
w^ould.  be  likely  to  attiact  the  immediate  notice  of  her  Majesty's  goren^; 
ment.  It  conoborates  all  the  evidence  heretofore  presented  by  nie 
the  same  subject.  I  have  fmtlier  reason  to  believe  that  under  this 
tence  is  intended  a  transfer  of  many  of  these  men  to  one  of  the  int^l 
clad  war  vessels  now  in  preparation  at  Liverpool,  with  the  intent 
carry  on  war  against  the  LTnited  States.  It  is  known  to  me  that 
intention  to  dispatch  that  vessel  is  not  yet  abandoned  by  the  pi 
<^ncerned  in  the  enterprise. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c.,  &c. 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMa 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  cOc,  <fcc.,  cfcc. 


[Inclosed  copy.] 

Confederate  States  Steamer  Florida, 

Brest,  September  3, 1863. 

Sir  :  Herewith  I  send  you  a  list  of  men  discharged  from  the  Florid%' 
with  their  accounts  and  discharges.    Many  of  them  have  asked  ftr 
transfers,  and  others  for  reference  to  you,  or  to  a  confederate  <ige]it 
I  would  request  you  to  i)rovide  them  situations  in  the  service, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen'ant^ 

J.  N.  MAFFITT, 
Commander,  Confederate  States  Navf. 
Captain  J.  D.  Bullock, 

Confederate  States  Xavy,  Liverpool. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  September  30,  IMS. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter rf 
the  24th  instant,  calling  my  attention  to  the  arrival  at  Liverpool  of  • 
large  party  of  men  belonging  to  the  confederate  steamer  Florida;  ani 
I  have  to  acquaint  you  tliat  I  lost  no  time  in  commuuicating  to  tkl 
secretary  of  state  for  the  home  department  copies  of  j'our  lett^  andrf 
its  inclosure. 

I  have  to  add,  however,  that  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  goven- 
ment  had  been,  some  days  previously  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  it- 
tracted,  by  paragraphs  in  the  public  papers,  to  the  arrival  of  these  tM^ 
and  that  inquiries  were  at  once  set  on  foot,  and  that  the  course  which 
can  be  taken  in  regard  to  them  is  under  the  serious  consideration  rf 
her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  mort 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

BdSSELL 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,&c.,  &.  . 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

i26.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Landon,  October  29,  1863. 

B:  I  have  to  a<;knovvle(lge  the  reception  of  dispatches  from  the 
orttnent,  Dumbered  732,  733,  and  734.  The  exphiuations  they  give  of 
policy  of  tlie  government  arc*,  clear  and  satisfactory.  The  dispatch 
732  contains  an  inclosnre,  the  contents  of  which  liad  been  already 
municated  to  me  from  the  same  source. 

here  has  been  little  of  interest  in  the  events  of  the  week.  A  com- 
lication  in  the  Times,  from  the  writer  who  takes  the  signature  of 
istoricus,"  in  which  he  comments  with  force  ujwn  the  bearing  of  the 
iTccpted  dispatches  from  Eichmond  on  the  action  of  the  rebels  at 
erpool,  has  drawn  forth  replies  from  Mr.  Lindsay  and  Mr.  George  N. 
inders,  both  of  them  characteristic,  and  illustrative  of  the  soit  of 
imercial  morality  that  is  sui)posed  by  them  to  prevail  here.  That 
8e  persons  should  presume  so  far  on  the  public  credulity  as  gravely 
ittempt  to  impose  upon  the  community  these  evasions  in  lieu  of  the 
tb,  only  indicates  the  extent  to  which,  in  certain  classes  of  society  in 
^huidj  the  natural  judgment  of  such  proceedings  in  their  relation  to 
United  States  has  been  perverted  by  the  continuous  labors  of  the 
kIou  Times. 

lie  most  striking  proof  of  this  is,  however,  to  be  found  in  the  speech 
de  by  Mr.  Laird  at  Liveri)ool  the  other  day,  a  report  of  which  I  trans- 
;  herewith.  This  gentleman  has  risen  to  a  position  of  member  of 
rliament,  and  now  ventures  to  threaten  the  government  itself,  if  they 
Bmpt  to  interpose  their  power  to  prevent  his  evading  the  law  of  the 
d,  even  though  thereby  it  should  hazard  the  peiice  of  the  country. 
J  morals  of  the  member  seem  quite  on  a  level  with  his  patriotisn),  yet 
>  not  perceive  that  any  shock  has  been  given  to  the  conscience  of 
country,  or  that  Mr.  Laird,  though  said  to  be  a  timid  man,  will  be 
less  likely  to  attempt  to  carry  through  his  contnict  to  fit  out  the 
iclads  than  if  he  had  never  said  a  word.  1  cannot  disguise  from 
;elf  the  conviction  that  much  of  this  laxity  is  in  the  first  instance 
pgeable  to  the  government  itself,  which  failed  at  the  outset  in  assuming 
pn)per  tone  in  regard  to  these  enterprises.  The  shortrsightedness 
his  iH)licy  in  a  country  so  vulnerable  at  sea  as  Great  Britain  is  per- 
8  the  most  remarkable  phenomenon  attending  it.  I  should  hardly 
ucliued  to  credit  it  if  it  were  not  that  in  looking  back  through  the 
b  century,  experience  showed  the  same  sort  of  judicial  blindness 
aently  prevailing  in  the  relations  had  with  America. 
he  hope  of  getting  out  the  ironclads  does  not  appear  to  be  yet  quite 
mgnished.  Some  suspicious  movements  appear  to  have  led  to  the 
er  of  an  additional  war  vessel  to  keep  them  in  check.  Captain  Ingle- 
1  is  an  energetic  officer,  and,  I  think,  resolved  to  do  his  duty  in  good 
h.  It  is,  however,  a  remarkable  circumstance  that  any  such  question 
the  defiance  of  the  government  in  a  leading  British  port  should  be 
»po8ed  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Ion.  William  H.  Sewaud, 

Secretary  of  State, 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Ko.  195.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  December  12, 1863i 

Sir:    ••••♦♦  •• 

On  Tuesday  I  had  Yon^c  before  Mr.  Hamel  at  the  custom-honM 
his  request,  and  he  examined  hira  carefully  and  in  detail  on  all  the 
in  the  printed  deposition,  of  which  I  transmitted  you  a  copy  at 
time  it  Avas  made  and  lodged.  He  also  examined  him  on  those  parti< 
lars  of  his  ])ersonal  conduct  of  which  Sir  Ilugh  Caims  made  so  mvA^ 
and  I  think  he  was  altogether  favorably  impressed  with  Yonge'sten 
timony  and  explanation. 

Yonge  adhered  to  every  point  of  the  deposition  except  one.  He  adl 
he  had  not  seen  the  specifications,  as  he  is  there  made  to  say;  but  I 
have  received  a  note  from  him  to-day  stating  that  on  recollection  to 
does  remember  seeing  them. 

I  have  communicated  that  to  Mr.  Hamel,  through  Squarey. 

Mr.  Hamel  Avent  on  board  the  rams  with  Captain  Inglefield,  and  the 
latter  is  to  make  an  official  report  of  their  character.  He  will  re])Oit 
them  of  the  most  formidable  and  warlike  character. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  n.  DUDLEY, 
By  H.  S.  WILDING,  V.  C. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  604.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LondoHj  February  25, 1864 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  Times,  of  yesterda|| 
containing  the  report  of  a  long  and  able  debate  in  the  House  of  Coir 
mons,  on  Tuesday  evening,  upon  a  call  for  pa]>er8  on  the  subject  of  fl» 
ironclads,  and  the  action  of  the  government  in  regard  to  them.  Tfce 
opposition  appciir  to  have  gathered  courage  of  late,  and  to  incline  to 
skirmish  with  the  government  on  its  foreign  policy.  It  does  notappeif 
that  they  are  prepared  with  any  difl'erent  measures.  ThestmgglelooiDI 
more  like  a  trial  of  strength  in  view  of  future  operations.  On  this  uM 
the  division  is  not  strictly  a  party  one.    The  majority  is  greater  tlill 

the  strength  of  the  ministry  could  command. 

•  #  #"#  #  *  •• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant-, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMa 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  debate  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appendix,  No.  1&] 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 
S33.]  London,  March  29,  1864. 

B:  I  seize  the  opportunity  furnished  by  the  dispatch  agent  in 
ing  up  an  extra  bag  for  to-morro^v'8  steamer  to  forward  a  printed 
r  of  the  correspondence  of  the  government  with  Messrs.  Laird  touch- 
the  detention  of  the  ironclad  rams.  Tliis  publication  is  not  official^ 
understood  to  come  from  Messrs.  Laird. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

on.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State, 

^or  inclosure  see  General  Appendix,  No.  13.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extracts.] 

641.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  7,  1804. 

[E :  I  had  a  conference  with  Ijord  Russell  on  Saturday  last.    •        • 

e  (Ijord  Russell)  then  turned  to  the  case  of  Lairds'  ironclads,  and 

that  the  government  meant  now  to  go  on  with  that.   A  commission 

gone  out  to  get  the  evidence  of  the  Viceroy  of  Egypt  in  connection 

I  the  claim  of  Mr.  Bravay.    I  referred  to  the  publication  by  the 

■ds  of  their  correspondence  with  the  goveniment  on  that  8ul)ject, 

commented  with  some  severity  on  the  manner  in  which  they  perse- 

td  in  the  pretense  of  that  ownership.    1  mentioned  the  fact  that 

ray's  trumped-up  claims  on  the  present  Viceroy,  on  his  averment  of 

rlMil  contract  with  his  predecessor,  of  which  there  was  no  evidence 

icible  aUundCy  had  actually  been  released  by  the  payment  of  a  con- 

rable  sum  of  money  at  the  very  time  when  he  was  i)laying  the 

of  owner  of  these  vessels  for  the  purpose  of  fulfilling  that  con- 

t. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

eanwhile  I  should  earnestly  hope  that  our  eftbrts  to  bring  the  do- 
able struggle  in  America  to  a  successful  issue  may  be  crowned  with 
less,  otherwise  it  is  much  to  be  apprehended  that  the  causes  of 
use  may  be  accumulated  to  such  an  extent  on  this  side  as  to  render 
ipe  from  a  conflict  almost  impossible.  Nothing  will  keep  down 
malevolent  spirit  that  persuades  the  higher  classes,  but  the  conviction 
b  there  is  no  hope  left  of  effecting  a  i)ermanent  disniption  of  the 
ited  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Ion.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  071.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lotidon^  April  28, 186i 

.  Sir  :  I  learn  by  the  newspapers  that  the  trial  of  the  case  of  M< 
Lairds'  rams  has  been  fixed  for  the  27th  of  May.  It  is  arranged  tl 
all  the  judges  of  the  court  be  present,  so  that  tlie  tendencies  of  thccbi 
judge  may  possibly  be  rectified.  There  have  been  rumors  afloat  tl 
they  might  be  privately  sold,  but  I  attach  little  importance  to  them,  ft] 
is  understood  that  the  motion  of  Lord  liobert  Cecil  in  the  Commons  re- 
specting them  will  not  be  pressed. 

•  •  «  •  «  •  • 

The  three  war  vessels  sent  to  China  under  Captain  Sherrard  OsboniA! 
contract  have  been  taken  by  the  government,  accortliug  to  the  uudw- 
standing  referred  to  by  Mr.  Burlingame  in  his  corresi>ondence. 

The  Alabama  is  reported  at  Cape  Town,  and  about  to  come  to  Fram 
probably  to  refit,  and  discharge  some  of  her  men  who  feel  as  if  they 
been  in  her  long  enough.    The  Georgia  and  the  llappahanno<;k  are  8till 
there. 

On  the  whole,  the  later  experience  of  the  rebels  in  maintaining  a  fl< 
on  the  ocean  has  not  been  flattering  to  them,  whilst  it  must  be  nol 
little  costly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMa 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

/Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  099.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  May  26, 1864. 

Sm :  Messrs.  Laird  &  Sons  have  sold  the  iron-clad  rams  to  the  BritiA 
government.  The  fact  was  formally  stated  in  the  Globe  of  the  244 
instant,  though  it  has  nev^r  been  officially  announced  to  me.  In  cofr 
versation  witli  the  attorney  general  last  evening,  I  learned  that  two  sn^ 
cessful  offers  had  been  made  by  Messrs.  Laird.  The  first  had  fixed! 
price  considered  so  high  as  to  have  been  at  once  declined.  The  last  hil 
proposed  to  abide  by  any  reasonable  adjustment,  and  had  therefcneb^ 
acceded  to.  I  understood  him  to  say  that  he  intended  to  move  ft  di|' 
continuance  of  the  suit  in  the  court  to-day. 

Tliis  relieves  the  immediate  pressure  of  a  delicate  and  difficnit  qiMfj^ 
tion  between  the  two  governments.  But  it  determines  nothing  for  tlf 
regulation  of  their  future  relations.  Opinion  is  taking  so  strong  afiDM} 
here  on  the  impolicy  of  further  countenancing  these  rebel  operatiM 
that  my  imj^ression  is,  that  hereafter  the  base  will  be  snbstantia^f 
transferred  to  the  other  side  of  the  chaimel.  The  proceeds  of  the  n* 
spective  sales  of  the  Georgia,  the  Glasgow  ram,  and  these  iTon-dad% 
will  be,  probably,  applied  to  the  outfit  of  the  four  vessels  now  in  ]iiodB» 
of  construction  in  France.  They  are  not,  to  be  sure,  ships  of  tlie  nai 
formidable  character  with  the  rams,  but  they  are,  i>erhap8,  the  bert 
which  they  can,  under  present  circumstancesl|  commandL    The  hd  k 
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^io  that  they  are  still  enlisting  men  and  sending  them  over,  whilst 
icers  continue  to  come  from  Amenca.  Information  from  one  of  the 
»Trof  the  Alabama,  dated  at  Singapore  so  late  as  the  12th  of  April, 
vloses  an  expectation  prevailing  on  board  that  she  was  to  come  to 
mce  on  or  about  the  middle  of  July.  The  Florida  is  now  there.  What 
3  assembling  of  the  vessels  means,  or  whether  it  means  anything, 
}  not  pretend  to  say,  I  content  myself  with  calling  the  attention  of 
government  to  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

•     ^    CHARLES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 
:on.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adanut. 

984.  J  Department  of  State, 

WaMngton^  June  9, 1864, 

IB:  I  learn  from  your  communication  that  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
emment  have  bought  the  ironclads  which  were  detained  at  Ijairds' 
)-yards  and  were  the  subject  of  judicial  proceedings  instituted  by 
Crown.  Although  the  ministry  have  not  officially  informed  us  of 
purchase,  the  President,  nevertheless,  thinks  that  it  will  be  proper 
you  to  assure  Earl  Russell  that  this  government  experiences  a  lively 
sfaction  in  the  removal  of  an  unhappy  occasion  of  disagreement  be- 
en the  two  countries. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

DARLES  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c6c.,  c&c,  cfec. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

266.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  November  21  y  1862. 

[R:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  two  notes  which  have 
ted  between  Lord  Russell  and  myself  in  relation  to  certain  attempts 
M>8ed  to  have  been  made  to  enlist  recruits  for  the  army  of  the  United 
ies  within  this  kingdom.  Foreseeing  the  possibility  of  the  imx)uta- 
of  some  such  act,  I  have,  ever  since  my  ariival  here,  taken  great 
\  to  decline  all  the  very  numerous  propositions  made  to  me  to  sane- 
engagements  for  service.  I  was  more  decided  in  taking  this  course, 
1 1  early  had  reason  to  know  the  continuance  of  a  feeling  of  soreness 
he  treatment  of  Sir  John  Crampton  in  America  for  acts  of  the  same 
1  daring  the  Russian  war.  It  was,  therefore,  very  easj^  to  reply  with 
Bdence  to  his  lordship's  remonstrance.  I  have  not  yet  been  informed 
lie  grounds  upon  which  this  was  made;  but,  irom  other  sources,  rumors 
Breached  me  of  efforts  making  by  irresponsible  individuals  to  send 
persoDS  as  passengers  to  the  United  States,  trusting  to  the  security 
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of  the  bounty  paid  on  enlistments.    It  is  possible  that  they  may  hm 
constituted  the  basis  of  the  remonstrance. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMR 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  RkmscU  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  November  20, 1862. 

Tlie  undersigned,  her  Britannic  Mnjesty's  princip.il  secretary  of 
for  forei|?n  atfairs,  lias  the  lienor  to  acciuaint  Mr.  Adams,  envoy  ext^ao^l 
dinary  and  miiiiHter  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  thiscoartj 
that  lier  Majesty-s  government  are  informed  by  persons,  to  whom  th^ 
are  disposed  to  give  credit,  that  recruits  are  being  raised  in  thiscountiy 
for  service  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  that  bounty  money  rf 
a  considerable  amount  is  offered  by  agents  of  the  United  States  to  en- 
courage British  subjects  to  enlist. 

Mr.  Adams  nuist  be  well  aware  that  anj'  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  ea- 
listing  in  the  military  service  of  either  of  the  belligerent  ])artie8  it 
America,  or  any  persons  procuring  any  other  Majesty's  subjects  to  enlist  ii 
that  service,  are  guilty  of  a  niisdemanor  ju^conling  to  British  law;  and 
Mr.  Adams  will  readily  see  that  such  a  practice  as  that  to  which  thoioh 
dersigiied  now  calls  his  attention  is  calculated  seriously  to  increase  tte 
difficulties  already  incident  to  the  observance  of  neutrality  by  herMa^ 
jesty's  government. 

The  undersigned  requests  Mr.  Adams  to  receive  the  assurance  of  bii 
highest  consideration. 

RUSSELL 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  etc.,  cfcc,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Jjondon^  November  21, 1861 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiaiyrf 
the  United  States,  lia«  the  honcn*  to  acknowle<lge  the  receipt  of  a  wM 
from  the  right  lionorable  Earl  Russell,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  principtf 
secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  dated  the  20th  invStiint/acqnaintiiv  • 
him  that  her  Majesty's  government  are  informed  by  persons,  to  whomth^ 
are  disposed  to  give  credit,  that  recruits  are  being  raised  in  this  countijr 
for  service  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  that  bounty  money* 
a  considerable  amount  is  offered  by  agents  of  the  United  States  to  ^ 
courage  such  enlistment.  His  lordship  is  further  pleased  to  warn  tl» 
undersigned  of  the  fact  that  such  acts  are  contrary  to  British  law,  and 
are  calculate<l  seriously  to  increase  the  difficulties  already  incident  to 
the  observance  of  neutrality  by  her  Majesty's  government. 

The  undersigned  flatters  himself  that  the  earnestness  of  his  previo^ 
and  long-continued  urgency  on  her  Majesty's  government  to  enforce  th 
strict  observance  of  neutrality  in  the  ports  of  this  kingdom  in  totKJ 
cases  of  attempted  violation  of  it  on  behalf  of  rebels  against  fhe  vaS^ 
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e  United  Staten,  to  which  it  has  been  his  painful  dnty  to  call 
dntion^  must  have  secured  him  from  the  suspicicm  of  any  dis- 
himself  to  give  the  smallest  countenance  to  any  enterprise  or 
a  similar  kind  on  behalf*  of  the  United  States. 
idersigned  not  only  has  no  knowledge  of  any  such  proceedings, 
as  no  belief  that  they  can  have  been  attempted  by  any  persons 
'Sted  with  authority  as  agents  of  the  United  States.    Should  it 

that  there  are  individuals  assuming  to  act  under  such  an  au- 
the  undersigned  will  be  obliged  to  Lord  Kussell  for  such  inform- 

he  may  possess,  that  may  enable  him  to  ascertain  who  these 
mav  be,  and  to  take  the  necessarv  measures  to  disavow  their 

US. 

idersigned  requests  Earl  Russell  to  receive  the  assurances  of  his 
consideration. 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  Earl  Russell,  &c.^  d:c.j  &c. 


Mr  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtofij  December  13,  1862. 

Your  dispatch  of  November  27  (No.  2G6)  has  been  received,  to- 
nth  copies  of  the  notes  which  have  been  exchanged  between 
ssell  and  yourself  on  the  subject  of  alleged  enlistments  by  agents 
United  States  within  the  British  dominions, 
answer  to  that  complaint  is  approved,  and  you  are  authorized 
bo  assure  his  lordshij)  that  this  government  has  no  agents  of  any 
Great  Britain,  or  any  foreign  country,  who  are  authorized  to 
r  do  anything  in  the  way  of  enlisting,  recniiting,  or  engaging 
or  seamen  for  the  milit^iry  or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States, 
the  government  any  knowledge  that  any  persons  are  so  engaged, 
ny  pretence  of  authority  to  that  eilect.  The  United  States  do 
Yj  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  avow  that  voluntary  immigration  is 
tal  element  of  their  ]>rosperity.  They  invite  and  encoiu-fige  it, 
r  by  lawful  means.  The  army  and  the  navy,  as  well  as  the  oc- 
js  of  ci>il  life,  whether  in  time  of  peace  or  war,  are  open  always  to 
mta,  as  they  are  to  all  other  classes  of  competent  persons  who 
jire  to  volunteer  on  their  arrival  within  this  countrj'^,  or  at  any 
erwards,  but  not  until  they  have  arrived  on  our  shores  and  iden- 
lemselves  with  the  masses  who  are  subject  to  our  own  jurisdic- 
1  laws.  , 

am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

:le8  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dkc.j  dc,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

•J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  December  19, 1862. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  note  to  me 
(Kh  iDBtant,  iu  answer  to  mine  of  the  21st  ultimo,  on  the  subject 
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of  recraitiDg  in  this  kiDgdom  for  tlie  service  of  the  United  States.  HI 
completes  the  correspondence  on  that  matter,  already  forwarded  wtt 
my  dispatch  (No.  260)  of  the  26th  of  November  last. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  PRANOIS  ADAMa 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 


i 


Foreign  Office,  December  16, 1861  j 

SiE:  With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  20th  ultimo,  I  have  the  saw 
faction  of  informing  you  that  further  inquiries  which  have  been  institatai 
respecting  the  alleged  recruiting  in  London  for  the  Unite<l  States  9xmf\ 
seem  to  establish  that  the  reports  to  that  effect  which  had  reached  tari 
Mnjesty's  government  were  without  foundation. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yoiu*  molt 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL 

Chables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  d^c,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No.  281.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  December  25, 1802. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  note  to  me  of  III 

19th  instant,  in  reply  to  my  representation,  dated  the  20th  of  Nuveniba; 

in  the  case  of  the  "290." 

•  •  •  •  •  •••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMa 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[Note  of  the  20th  November  will  be  found  printed  with  dispatch  tnm 
Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  2GJ,  November  20,  18C2,  nnder  the  held 
of  "Rebel  Cruisers,"  subdivision  "The  Alabama," |)o«t.] 


Uarl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  December  19, 1861 

Sir:         •    •  •  •  •  •  • 

If  it  be  sought  to  make  her  Mnjesty's  government  respcmsible  to  tM 
of  the  United  Stiites  because  arms  and  munitions  of  war  have  UA  flfe , 
country  on  account  of  the  confederate  government|the  confederatofB^ - 
ernment,  as  the  other  belligerent,  may  very  well  maintMn  fliailtlii*'j 
jast  cause  of  complaiut  against  the  British  govenutiaife  bJMMB  lli 


FEDERAL  RECRUITING  IN    IRELAND.  399 

ited  States  arsenals  have  been  replenisbed  from  British  sources.    Nor 

Ad  it  be  possible  to  deny  that,  in  defiance  of  the  Queen's  proclama- 

n,  many  subjects  of  her  Majesty,  owing  alle<7iance  to  her  Crown,  have 

iated  in  the  armies  of  the  United  Sta^a.    Of  tliis  fact  you  cannot  be 

lorant.    Her  Majesty's  government,  therefore,  have  just  ground  of 

mplaiiit  against  both  of  the  1>elligerent  parties,  but  most  especially 

;ainst  the  government  of  the  XJnite<l  States,  for  having  systematically, 

id  in  disregard  of  that  comity  of  nations  which  it  was  their  duty  to 

)gerve,  induced  subjects  of  her  Majesty  to  violate  those  orders  which, 

1  conformity  with  her  neutral  i>08ition,  she  has  enjoined  all  her  subjects 

\  obey. 

•  •••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
bedient,  humble  servant, 

KUSSELK 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  cfcc,  cfec. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

fo.  286.]         •  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londirn^  January  1, 1863. 

Siu:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  uiy  note  to  Earl  liussell 
of  the  30th  nitimo,  which,  in  ray  dispatch  (No.  281)  of  the  25th  of  De- 
cenil)er,  I  mentioned  that  I  was  preparing  an  answer  to  a  portion  of  his 
note  of  the  19th  of  that  month,  which  I  sent  forward  last  week. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  3'our  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FliANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extract.] 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  December  3<),  1863. 
MyIx)RD:     ••^••••# 

This  consideration  naturally  brings  me  back  to  the  examination  of  that 
>ortion  of  your  lordship's  note  which  relates  to  the  alleged  violations,  in 
areat  Britain,  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation  by  the  respective  parties 
engaged  in  this  war.  Although  this  subject  be  not  absolutely  connected 
with  that  on  which  I  make  my  representation,  I  cheerfully  seize  the 
opportunity  thus  furnished  me  to  attempt,  in  some  degree,  to  rectify 
your  lordship's  impressions  of  the  action  of  the  government  of  the 
tFnited  States  even  on  that  question.  Your  lordship  does  me  the  honor 
to  observe  that  I  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  fact,  which  it  is  imx)ossible 
to  deny,  **  that,  in  defiance  ot*  the  Queen's  i)roclamation,  many  suhjects 
rf  her  Majesty,  owing  allegiance  to  her  crown,  have  enlisted  in  the 
anniefl  of  the  United  States."  "Her  Majesty's  government,  therefore, 
life  just  ground  for  complaint  against  both  the  belligerent  parties, 
Mt  most  especially  against  the  government  of  the  United  States,  ibr 
^xniig  sjpiemoLiically^  and  in  disregard  of  that  comity  o/nationa  tolvickvt 
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was  their  duty  to  observe^  induced  subjects  of  her  Majesty  to  violate  t 
orders  which,  in  conformity  with  her  neutral  position,  she  has  enjc 
all  her  subjects  to  obey." 

As  these  words,  taken  in  their  connection,  might  seem  to  iin 
serious  charge  against  myself  as  well  as  the  government  of  the  U 
States,  I  must  pray  your  lordship's  panlon  if  I  desire  to  know  wli 
there  l>e  any  particulars  in  my  own  conduct  in  which  your  lordsbi 
found  the  evidence  for  such  a  statement.  So  far  as  I  have  been  ma 
quainted  with  the  course  of  my  own  government,  or  I  remember  m; 
I  must  most  respectfully  take  issue  with  jour  lordship  upon  it,  am 
lenge  you  to  the  proof.  That  very  many  of  the  subjects  of 
Britain  have  voluntarily  applied  to  me  for  engagements  in  the  ser 
the  United  States  is  most  true.  That  I  ever  induced  one  of  them  to  y 
her  Majesty\s  orders,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  is  not  true, 
numbers  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  have  voluntarily  crossed  the 
and  taken  service  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States  I  have  rea 
believe.  That  the  government  of  the  United  States  systematicah 
in  disregard  of  the  comity  of  nations^  induced  them  to  come  over  to  ei 
have  not  yet  seen  a  particle  of  evidence  to  show,  and  I  must  add 
ing  your  lordship's  pardon,  I  am  authorized  explicitly  to  deny.  ' 
ponse  to  a  remonstrance  made  to  me  by  your  lordship,  it  is  but 
days  since  I  took  occasion,  so  far  as  my  action  was  concerned 
action  of  any  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States  in  this  kingd 
place  the  country  right  before  you  on  that  score.  After  the  vi 
plicit  retraction  made  in  your  lordship's  reply  to  me,  dated  on  th 
instant,  it  is  not  without  great  surjmse  that  I  now  perceive  what 
not  but  regard  as  a  renewal  of  the  imputation. 

Your  lordship  is  pleased  carefully  to  join  the  two  i)arties  to  thi 
as  if,  in  your  estimation,  equally  implicated  in  the  irregular  pnvce 
conducted  within  this  kingdom,  and  equally  implicating  the  subj 
Great  Britain  in  the  violation  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation.  li< 
is  argued  that  the  omission  to  hold  any  one  to  his  responsibility  i 
no  more  just  ground  of  complaint  to  one  party  than  to  the  otl 
cannot  but  think  that  your  lordship  has  overlooked  a  just  distinct 
be  observed  in  these  cases ;  and  in  order  to  show  it  the  more  cl 
shall  be  compelled  to  ask  your  lordshij)  to  follow  me  in  a  brief  invi 
tion  of  the  facts. 

The  only  allegation  which  1  find  in  your  lordshiji's  note  in  conn 
with  the  United  States  is  this :  that  "  vast  supplies  of  arms  and  t» 
stores  have  been  purchased  in  this  country,  and  have  been  shippei 
British  ports  to  New  York  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  g 
ment." 

Admitting  this  statement  to  be  tnie  to  its  full  extent;  com 
even  the  propriety  of  the  application  of  the  term  "vast"  to  an 
chases  that  may  have  been  made  for  the  United  States,  the  whol 
amounts  to  this,  and  no  more :  that  arms  and  warlike  stores  have  \m 
chased  of  British  subjects  by  the  agents  of  the  government  of  the  1 
States.  It  nowhere  appears  that  the  action  of  the  British  [subjecte 
further  than  simply  to  sell  their  goods  for  cash.  There  has  been  no  al 
whatever  to  embark  in  a  single  undertaking  for  the  assistanoe 
United  Stat^  in  the  war  they  ai*e  carrying  on;  no  ships  of  an; 
have  been  constructed  or  equipped  by  her  Mtyesty's  subjects  for  ti: 
pose  of  sustaining  their  cause,  either  by  lawful  or  unlawful  meai 
a  shilling  of  money,  so  far  as  1  know,  expended  with  the  intent  t 
the  scale  in  their  fovor.    Whatever  transactions  may  have  takoo 
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fve  been  carried  on  in  the  ordinary  mode  of  bargain  and  Bale,  with- 
tnprd  to  any  other  consideration  than  the  mere  profits  of  trade, 
(frach  be,  then,  the  extent  of  the  agency  of  the  United  States  on  this 
e  of  the  Atlantic  during  the  present  war,  and  no  more,  it  apiK'ars 
NT,  from  the  positions  assumed  by  your  lordshi])  in  the  very  note  to 
eh  I  have  the  honor  to  reply,  that  thus  far  they  have  given  no  reason- 
I  ground  for  complaint  at  all.  The  citations  to  which  your  L>rdship 
done  me  the  favor  to  call  my  attention,  as  drawn  from  American 
tors  of  admitted  eminence,  all  contribute  to  (*st4iblish  the  fact  that 
mere  purchase  or  export  by  a  belligerent  from  a  neutral  of  arms  and 
ilions  of  war  does  not  involve  any  censure  on  either  party.  I  do 
It  the  present  moment  entertain  a  design  to  question  the  correct- 
of  that  doctrine.  As  a  necessary  consequence,  I  can  scarcely  i)er- 
)  the  fitness  of  associating  such  action,  as  I  have  shown  that  of  the 
ed  States  to  be,  in  the  same  category  with  that  of  which  the  govem- 
t  of  thie  United  States  has  heretofore  instructed  me  to  complain. 
here  I  beg  to  call  your  lonlship's  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  is  not 
mere  purchase  or  exportation  of  arms  and  warlike  stores  by  the 
its  of  the  insurgents  in  Americii  of  which  I  have  ever  complained. 

[>ray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  distinguished  con- 
ration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most 
lieut  sen^ant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

ght  Hon.  Eabl  Bussbll,  d:c.j  dkc.j  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

510.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  29,  1863. 

B:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  further  correspondence 
Lord  Bussell,  being  the  sequel  of  the  discussion  of  the  case  of  the 
xmt  No.  290.    I  shall  now  await  the  instructions  of  the  government| 
{h  I,  by  this  time,  presume  to  be  on  their  way  to  me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS, 
on.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  January  24, 1863. 
•  ••••••• 

do  not  propose  to  discuss  other  collateral  t<>pi(;s  which  have  been 
odnced,  but,  in  explanation  of  my  former  letter,  I  niufct  say  that  I 
V  meant  to  accuse  you  of  giving  any  encouragement  to  the  enlist- 
Kt  of  British  subjects  in  this  country  to  serve  in  the  civil  war  unhap- 
prevailing  in  the  United  States. 
ivt  it  18  notorious  that  large  bounties  have  been  offered  and  given  to 

26  A  o— y ol.  n 
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British  subjects  residing  in  the  United  States  to  engage  in  the  varoi. 
the  federal  side,  and  these  British  subjects,  acting  in  detiance  of  tlielan 
of  their  (tountry  and  of  the  Queen's  proclamation,  have  been  encourageB 
by  the  United  States  government  so  to  act. 

A  recent  and  striking  example  of  the  open  avowal  of  this  conned 
conduct  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  government  is  to  be  found  ii 
the  corres])ondence  between  Mr.  Seward  and  Mr.  Stewart  with  ret'ere&c 
to  the  crew  of  the  Sunbeam,  in  which,  although  it  does  not  appear  tlu 
any  bounties  were  ottered,  Mr.  Seward  has  treated  an  endeavor  to  iiidiu 
British  sailors  to  enlist  in  the  belligerent  service  of  the  United  States  J 
affording  no  grounds  of  complaint  to  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  dm 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£c,  cfec,  <6c. 

[For  correspondence  concerning  "The  Sunbeam"  see  General  i 
peudix  No.  11.] 


^Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell, 

[Extract.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  January  26, 1863. 
My  Lord:        •••••• 

I  desire  to  express  my  obligation  to  you  for  the  ready  and  full  mann 
In  which  your  lordship  has  exonerated  me  from  the  suspicion  of  encon 
aging  the  enlistment  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  in  the  service  of  the  UniU 
States.  At  the  same  time  it  is  not  without  regret  that  I  perceive  tl 
charge  still  persevered  in  against  the  government  of  the  United  Stat€ 
If  I  understand  your  lordship  aright,  it  is  now  affirmed  that,  becani 
the  government  offers  large  bounties  on  enlistment  in  the  United  State 
and  because  British  subjects  in  the  United  States,  tempted  by  th« 
bounties,  do  occasionally  enlist,  therefore  your  lordship  is  justified  i 
having  affirmed  in  your  former  note  that  the  government  of  the  Unite 
States  systematically^  and  in  disregard  of  tlie  comity  of  nations^  induce  thei 
to  enlist.  As  well  might  I,  in  my  turn,  in  view  of  the  frequent  appl 
cations  made  to  me  to  i)rocure  the  discharge  of  citizens  of  the  Unite 
States  who  have  been  tempted  in  the  same  manner  to  enlist  in  h( 
Majesty's  service  in  this  kingdom,  assume  the  existence  of  a  simila 
policy.  Further  than  the  presence  of  a  general  offer,  I  do  not  pei 
ceive  that  your  lordship's  reference  to  the  action  of  Mr.  Sewanl,  c 
which  I  am  not  in  a  situation  to  speak  authoritatively,  appears  to « 
tend.  'Further  than  tiiis,  I  must  still  continue  to  disclaim  the  belief  ii 
the  existence  of  any  systematic  policy  as  well  in  one  case  as  in  thi 
other. 

^  I  i)ray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera 
tion  with  which  I  have  the  honer  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedienl 
servant 

'  '  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAKSL 

Right  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  <£c.,  die,  do. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

t538.J  Department  of  State, 

Wc^hington^  April  2, 1863. 

Im:  Your  dispatch  of  the  13th  of  March,  No.  349,  has  been  received. 

'ou  will  inform  Earl  Bnssell  that  the  President  profoundly  regrets 
se  decisions  of  the  British  government  declining  to  interfere  to  arrest 
Deedings  of  British  subjects,  within  its  exclusive  jurisdiction,  hostile 
injurions  to  the  United  States,  liecent  instructions  bearing  upon 
same  subject  will  have  reached  you  after  these  decisions  were  made. 
I  will  submit  the  views  of  the  President,  as  expressed  in  those  later 
ructions,  to  Earl  Kussell. 

A  one  more  resource,  it  is  deemed  advisable  that  an  eftbrt  be  made 
ecore  the  enforcement  of  the  enlistment  laws  through  the  action  of 
courts;  will  you  consult  counsel,  and  have  a  case  prepared  and  pro- 
lings  instituted,  if  advice  received  shall  warrant  any  ex|)ectation  of , 
ice?    This  is  the  President's  conclusion  upon  the  whole  matter  as  it 
uown  here.    Nevertheless,  it  is  not  to  overrule  your  own  judgment 
Q  an  examination  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
pon  being  informed  of  any  expense  that  you  may  incur  in  c-arrying 
instruction  into  effect,  the  department  will  send  you  a  credit  there- 
in the  bankers  of  the  United  States  at  London. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

OARLES  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  tt-e.,  <fcc.,  c£*c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

369.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  9,  1803. 

IR:  Lord  Russell  has  thought  it  expedient  to  renew  the  coiTespond- 
5  about  the  intercepted  dispatches,  in  a  note  of  the  2d  of  April,  a 
Y  of  which  I  send  herewith. 

•  ♦•••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

^  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Ion.  WnjLiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[ExtractJ     • 

Foreign  Office,  April  2, 1863. 

•  ••*••• 

^oa  are  not  igDorant  that  agents  have  been  employed,  and  munitions 
'  war  have  be^  pnrdiased,  and  that  it  is  now  again  asserted  that  her 


a 


404  ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTBAXJTT. 

Majesty's  subjects  are  being  recruited  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  tte 

United  States  against  the  so-called  Confederate  States;  and  sobrft 

might  be  urged  in  vague  and  popular  language  by  the  Confedentt 

States,  as  well  as  by  the  United  States  as  the  other  belligerent^  (u% 

was  substantially  urged  by  Mexico  against  the  United  States  last  Jfm 

''that  there  is  evidence  of  a  deliberate  attempt  to  establish  within  w. 

limits  of  this  kingdom  a  system  of  action  in  direct  hostility  to  thrit 

government;"  but  the  question  really  is,  has  there  been  any  act  done  ^ 

England  both  contrary  to  the  obligations  of  neutrality  as  recognised 

Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  and  capable  of  being  made  thei 

ject  of  a  criminal  prosecution  f    I  can  only  repeat  that,  in  the  opink 

her  Majesty's  government,  no  such  act  is  specitied  in  the  papers  wl 

you  have  submitted  to  me. 

•  •  •  •  •  # 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

BUSSELU 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <0c.,  cfeo.,  <0o. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  378.]  Legation  of  the  United  States^ 

London^  April  11  j  1803. 

•  Sir:  On  re-examining  Lord  RusselFs  not«  to  me  of  the  2d  instanti] 
found  that  in  my  reply  of  the  (Jth  instant  I  had  accidentally  omitted  t0 
notice  a  passage  whicli  virtually  renewed  the  allegation  that  thegovcoK 
ment  of  the  United  States  authorized  enlistments  of  men  in  this  kingdov 
for  their  service.  In  order  to  pretilude  any  inferences  that  migbt  b$ 
drawn  from  this  silence,  I  thought  it  advisable  to  addiess  a  new  note  to 
his  lordship,  a  coi)y  of  which  I  send  herewith.  I  add,  also,  a  copy  of  hii 
reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMa 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LondoHy  AprH  10, 1863^ 

My  Lord  :  In  the  note  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  your 
lordship  on  the  Gth  instant,  in  reply  to  yours  of  the  2d  instant,  I  inii- 
vertently  omitted  to  make  a  remark  upon  one  passage,  which  I  had  in- 
tended, and  which  it  seems  to  be  my  duty  yet  to  supply.  I  refer  to 
that  in  which  you  observe  that  I  am  "not  ignorant  that  it  is  now  again 
asserted  that  her  Majesty's  subjects  are  being  recruited  for  the  purpose 
of  aiding  the  United  States  against  the  so  called  Confederate  States.* 

In  point  of  fact,  attlie  time  of  receiving  your  lonlshij^s  note  IW 
ignorant  that  such  an  assertion  had  been  made  in  any  quarter  deMftkf 
of  notice.  But  inasmuch  as  I  have  since  perceived  the  AtxnVii 
originated,  to  have  gained  credit  in  the  mind  of  your  lotdam^ 
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liAve  been  dignified  by  the  notice  of  the  first  minister  of  the  Crown  in 
jriaoe  in  the  House  of  Commons,  I  must  now  ask  ])ermission  to  recall 
r  attention  to  the  denial  /  was  autliorized  by  my  (forernment  to  make 
ny  SQch  action,  so  long  ago  as  in  my  note  of  the  30th  of  December  last. 
!g  leave  now  to  repeat  that  denial,  and  further  to  observe  that  there 
9  agent  of  the  United  States  here  possessed  of  authority  to  ^'recruit 
Hiyesty's  subjects  within  this  kingdom  for  the  pur])ose  of  aiding 
United  States  against  the  so-called  Confederate  States."  Should 
person  appear  professing  to  have  such  powers,  I  should  be  much 
god  for  any  information  which  would  enable  me  to  report  his  con- 
» promptly  to  my  go.vernment. 

sappiy  this  omission  in  my  former  note  to  your  lordship  expressly  to 
lade  any  unfavorable  inference  which  might  be  drawn  from  my 
ice,  and  not  from  any  intrinsic  importance  attached  by  me  to  the 
or. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c., 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

tght  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  c£c.,  c0e.,  dec. 


Earl  Rtutsell  to  Mr.  Adamn. 

Foreign  Office,  April  11, 1863. 

R:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
IQth  iuBtant,  renewing  your  assurances  iu  regard  to  the  alleged  re- 
ting  in  this  country  for  the  army  of  the  United  Stiites. 
bave  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
lient,  humbly  servant, 

RUSSELL. 
3ARLES  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  cfcc,  £c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

392.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londony  April  24,  1863. 

IR :  Her  Majesty's  government  does  not  seem  yet  to  be  quite  satis- 
of  the  sincerity  of  my  denials  of  the  enlistment  of  men  in  this  king- 
I  under  the  authonty  of  the  United  States.    I  transmit  a  copy  of 
more  notes  which  hav^e  parsed  on  the  subject. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yoiu*  obedient  servant, 

CUAliLES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 
Urn.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Of:^ce,  April  16, 1863. 

01:  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  in  which  you 
aatod  the  denial  you  had  formerly  made  of  the  truth  of  the  re])ort  that 
I  vere  being  recroited  in  this  country  for  the  United  States  army, 
d>4;  it  right  to  communicate  to  you  the  substance  of  a  report  ^liv^ 


406  ENFOitCEMENT   OF   NEUTBAUTT. 

has  just  beeu  made  to  lier  Majesty's  government  witJi  regaTdtote 
number  of  persons  who  are  now  being  shipped  as  emigraato  Ml 
Queenstown  for  New  York. 

It  is  stated  that  within  the  last  fortnight  1,278  emigrants  havefluM 
the  greater  number  being  strong,  active  young  men ;  that  it  caiiii(A\ 
doubted  that  they  are  intended  for  the  United  States  army,  and  tlu 
in  fact,  many  of  them  do  not  deny  it. 

A  certain  nunil)er  of  these  men  were  militiamen  from  Cork  and 
vicinity,  and  they  informed  the  emigration  officer  that  they  would 
from  $250  to  $31)6  bounty.    It  also  appears  that  the  prosi)ect  of  t 
large  bounty  has  been  held  out  to  young  men,  by  general  mi 
throughout  the  country. 

It  is  further  stated  that  the  friends  of  these  persons  in  America 
paid  so  much  for  obtaining  and  bringing  them  over  to  New  York. 

I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  encumber  this  letter  with  further  si 
ments  of  a  more  or  less  trustworthy  character  which  have  reached 
Majesty's  government  corroborative  of  tliis  asserted  recruiting  of 
Majesty's  subjects  for  service  in  the  United  States  army,  and  1  « 
therefore  merely  add  that  I  am  informed  that  about  800  young 
were  booked  to  sail  from  Qneeiistown  by  the  steamer  of  the  Othinsi 
it  being  freely  spoken  of  that  all  the  young  men  were  going  to  joir 
northern  army,  and  that  although  the  Inman  Company  have  put  oi 
ditional  steamers,  the  number  of  applicants  for  passage  is  so  gre^t 
they  cannot  all  be  accommodated,  and  that  several  hundreds  are 
sequently  left  behind  each  week. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  i 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSEL 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcr.,  d'c.y  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  io  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  18, 186 

My  Lord:  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  courtesy  exten 
to  me  in  the  communication  of  the  substance  of  a  report  which  has  I 
made  to  her  Majesty's  government  with  regard  to  the  number  of  pen 
who  are  now  being  shipped  as  emigrants  from  Queenstown. 

The  fact  that  a  great  many  people,  especially  in  Ireland,  have  I 
anxious  fi)r  some  time  past  to  find  their  way  to  the  United  States, 
been  made  known  to  me  by  the  frequent  applications  to  this  legation 
free  passage.  A  considerable  proportion  of  these*,  contain  offers  to  ei 
in  the  service  of  the  government.  No  doubt  they  are  more  or  leK 
fluenced  by  the  high  bounties  offered  in  America,  accounts  of  VI 
have  been  from  time  to  time  published  in  the  newspapers  here.  Tc 
such  solicitations  the  answer  given  from  here  has  been  uniftirraly  to 
effect  that  no  authority  has  been  given  by  the  government  to  listei 
any  proposals  of  the  kind,  or  to  make  any  engagements  whatever, 
structions  have  likewise  been  sent  to  the  respective  consols  who  h 
reported  similar  pro])osals  to  me,  to  make  the  same  answex.  I  havi 
reason  to  believe  that  any  Amerie^vn  citizen  in  Englaud|  dotlied « 
authority,  has  ventured  to  act  in  any  other  way. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  add,  in  explanation  of  the  emigratioii  tkl 
taking  place,  that  a  gentleman  of  influence  in  Amerjca^  now  in  L$ti 
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in  a  situation  to  know,  has  lately  informed  me  that  8onie  of  the 
orporations  for  the  extension  of  railways  in  the  western  part  of 
itai  States,  having  experienced  inconvenience  from  the  liability 
aborers  in  their  employ  to  be  drafted  for  the  war,  and  appre- 
j;  more,  are  making  efforts  to  procure  large 'supplies  from  other 
es  of  aliens  who  are,  from  that  circumstance,  exempted  from  the 
being  called  into  service.  It  may  well  be  that  some  of  those  who 
o  get  across  the  ocean  for  the  purpose  of  enlisting  expect  to  take 
ige  of  the  opportunity  thus  placed  before  them, 
dition  to  this,  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  fact  of  a  scarcity  of  labor- 
lie  United  States.  I  learn  from  private  sources  that  the  rate  of 
his  season  is  very  much  advanced. 

led  to  believe  that  these  causes,  in  addition  to  the  alleged  dis- 
the  population  of  Ireland,  may  explain  the  phenomena  of  emi- 
to  which  your  lordship  has  been  pleased  to  draw  my  attention. 
y  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances,  &c.,  &c. 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

)  Hon.  Earl  Extssell,  dc.y  d;c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seioard. 

,]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  30, 1863. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  one  of  the  official  publi- 
made  for  the  use  of  Parliament,  containing  the  correspondence 
J  passed  between  Lord  Russell  and  myself  on  the  subject  of  the 
>ted  dispatches  and  the  rebel  agents  in  England.  You  will  doubt- 
e  note  of  Lord  Russell's  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  on  the  lasfc 
id  you  may  wonder  why  I  have  not  already  furnished  you  with 
>f  it.  The  truth  is,  that  I  received  it  but  a  short  time  before  the 
ite  of  writing  last  week,  and  the  character  of  it  seemed  t8  me  so 
braordinary  that  I  felt  as  if  it  ought  to  have  a  reply  here  before 
'j  forward  to  the  United  States.  1  confess  myself  wholly  at  a  loss 
eive  what  the  motive  could  have  been  for  such  a  production, 
of  the  note  .and  of  my  answer,  which  api)ears  to  have  come  too 
publication,  are  now  transmitted, 
have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  A  dams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  20, 1863. 

With  regard  to  the  complaints  which  you  have  made,  from  time 
,  of  British  sailors  who  have  entered  the  confederate  service,  I 
remark  that  no  steps  have  hitherto  been  taken  by  the  United 
authorities  to  prevent  British  subjects  from  entering  the  military 
I  service  of  the  United  States. 

3ward  has,  on  the  contrary,  justified  the  measures  used,  provided 
re  not  bribery  or  intimidation,  to  induce  British  sailors  to  enter 
sral  aervice.. 
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You  will  readily  perceive  the  justice  of  the  request  I  am  about toi 
namely,  that  before  you  repeat  your  complaints  that  Britusbsailon 
entered  the  service  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  you  wiU  t 
me  with  proofs  tliat  all  British  subjects  serving  in  the  federal  ai 
navy  have  been  discharged,  and  that  orders  have  been  given  not 
list  or  engage  such  persons  to  serve  in  arms  contrary  to  the  tenoi 
Majesty's  proclamation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yoi 
obedient,  humble  servaur, 

RUS8 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dtcy  c&c.,  ike. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Earl  RnsselL 

Legation  of  the  United  State 

London^  April  25, 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception 
note  of  the  20th  instant,  in  answer  to  several  notes  of  mine, 
certain  representations  in  regard  to  the  enlistment  of  British  su 
warlike  operations  on  the  ocean,  against  the  commerce  of  the  p 
the  Uuited  Statics,  witli  whom  her  Majesty  is  at  peace. 

In  further  evidence  of  the  truth  of  former  allegations  I  now  1 
honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  copy  of  a  minute  or  agi 
duly  signed  by  certsiin  parties,  well  known  at  Liverpool,  wliidh  w 
to  one  of  the  men  who  sailed  in  the  vessel  called  first  the  Jaj 
then  the  Virginia — a  vessel  the  objects  and  intent  of  which  ha 
already  exposed  by  the  evidence  accompanying  my  note*  to  your '. 
of  the  15th  instiint. 

Upon  examining  the  statute  of  the  realm,  by  the  terms  of  \i 
the  second  section,  any  proceeding  of  the  sort  indicated,  if  est 
by  pro^f,  is  prononncetl  a  misdemeiinor,  and  the  party  guilty  ol 
ishable  by  fine  and  imprisonment  at  the  discretion  of  the  conn 
tent  to  try  the  same,  I  do  not  perceive  that  the  enforcement  of  1 
vision  is  made  dependent  upon  the  exterior  action  of  parties  wl 
occasion  to  complain  of  the  commission  of  these  offenses;  n 
understand  their  privilege  of  furnishing  information  of  such 
may  have  become  known  to  them,  to  her  Majesty's  govemmei 
connected  with  any  condition,  excepting  those  implied  obliga 
courtesy  which  regulate  the  intercourse  of  all  civilized  nations. 

It  is,  therefore,  not  without  the  greatest  surprise  that  I  gatli 
the  terms  of  your  lordship's  note  an  impression  that  my  governi 
the  future,  is  to  be  tlebarred  from  presenting  evidence  of  the  v: 
of  neutndity  committed  within  this  kingdom  by  the  enlistmeu 
Majesty's  subjects  to  make  war  on  the  people  of  the  United  States 
can  furnish  proofs  that  all  British  subjects  who  may  have  foa 
own  way  to  the  United  States  at  any  time  within  the  present 
and  have  voluntarily  enlisted  in  the  federal  army  or  navy,  ha 
discharged,  and  that  orders  have  been  given  not  to  enlist  ch 
aach  persons  to  serve  in  arms  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  her  Miyest. 
lamation. 

I  need  not  point  out  to  your  lordship  the  &ct  that  this  is  add 

*  For  ttum  note  aee  dispatch  fh>m  Mr.  Adanu  to  lir.  Sewarcl,  Nok  3T^  Ajpri 
printed  dnder  "  Rebel  Craiaers,"  subdivision  "  The  Georgia," 
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*gether  beyond  the  powers  of  the  govemmeDt  of  the  United 
do  by  virtne  of  any  existing  law.  Your  lordship  has  hereto- 
nany  occasions,  called  my  attention  to  the  fact  that  her  Majes- 
mment  cannot  go  beyond  the  law  in  applying  a  reme<ly  to  any 
weyer  flagrant  It  certainly  would  not  counsel  another  govern- 
lo  that  which  it  ret'use-s  to  do  it^lf.  It  is  quite  certain  that  a 
e  number  of  persons,  reckoned  still  as  subjects  by  the  law  of 
I,  have  yet  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  have  renounced  their 
s  to  her  Majesty,  and  have  become  citizens  of  the  United  States., 
they  aie  recognized  as  having  obtained  certain  new  rights,  and 
lubject  to  correlative  obligations.  One  of  these  la.st  is  that 
it  equally  on  all  citizens  of  serving  theircountry,  if  called  upon, 
)f  war.  From  this  it  is  not  possible  for  the  government  to  re- 
m.    Hence,  if  her  Majesty's  government  is  to  be  understood  as* 

that  a  condition  of  discharging  the  large  number  of  persons 
I  in  this  category  from  the  military  and  naval  service  of  the 
tate^  is  to  be  fultilled  prior  to  the  exercise  by  the  United  States 
t  to  make  representations  respecting  the  violations  of  the  laws 
;  neutrality  committed  within  this  kingdom  by  the  enlistment 
ajesty's  subjects  in  a  war  against  a  friendly  nation,  I  very  much 

this  act  may  be  construed  as  indicative  of  a  disposition  to  cut 
[)portunities  of  remonstrance  by  demanding  the  performance  of 
IS  impossibility.  Of  course  I  cannot  i)eriiiit  myself  to  suppose 
1  an  intention  has  been  entertained  for  a  moment.  Yet,  on  the 
id,  it  is  not  to  be  denied  that,  according  to  the  terms  of  your 
5  note,  the  eflect  indicated  must  i)ractically  follow. 
)vernment  of  the  United  States  acknowledges,  and  will,  when- 
?d  ui)on,  perform  the  obligation  to  enforce  the  laws  prohibiting 
ns  from  entering  into  the  military  or  naval  service  of  friendly 
engaged  in  war  with  one  another.  But  they  cannot  engage  to 
le  service  of  volunteers  who  may  be  disposed  to  come  to  the 
tates  and  offer  their  aid  in  the  great  struggle  in  which  they  are 

no  matter  from  what  country  they  may  come.  The  memory  of 
les  as  La  Fayette,  Kosciusko,  and  DeKalh,  not  to  mention  others, 
too  much  in  honor  among  them  to  justify  any  such  step,  ller 
J  government,  in  appearing  to  require  it,  asks  more  than  has 
1  suggested  under  any  theory  of  international  law,  and  directly 
site  of  what  it  has  been  heretofore  in  the  habit  of  i)racticing 

•chives  of  this  legation,  for  many  yejirs  back,  and  running  far 
:he  period  of  the  late  war  with  Russia,  abound  in  instances  of 
ons  to  her  Majesty's  government  for  the  discharge  of  citizens  of 
?d  States  who  have  voluntiirily  enlisted  in  her  MHJesty's  service, 
cases  they  have  been  granted  as  a  matter  of  favor,  but  never 
mowledgment  of  right.  And  of  late  years  they  have  been  uni- 
^fused  unless  coupled  with  the  condition  commonly  attached  to 
large  of  subjects,  the  repayment  of  the  advance — the  tempta- 
;h  drew  them  to  enlist.  I  have  now  before  me  a  note,  received 
individual  alleging  himself  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
,  gunner  in  the  British  navy,  driven  by  his  poverty  to  enlist, 
tne  to  interpose  in  his  behalf,  and  to  transfer  him  to  a  post  where 
serve  his  own  country  in  this  her  time  of  greatest  need.  I  have 
iged  to  answer  his  application  by  saying  that  her  Majesty's  gov- 
d^iues  to  act  in  similar  cases,  excepting  as  matters  of  favor, 
,  in  Boch  a  position  as  his,  only  on  the  requisition  of  the  pay- 
thirty  pounds.    A  condition  like  this  is  generally  equivaleut  to 
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a  denial.  It  is  not  part  of  my  purpose  to  complain  of  this  ooiit» 
such  being  the  ])ractice  of  her  Majesty's  government,  it  can  scai 
exi)ecte(l  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  could  be  call 
to  adopt  any  other. 

Neither  is  this  the  only  or  the  strongest  instance  of  the  decla 
hej*  Majesty's  government  of  a  right  to  accept  the  servicer  of  tt 
of  all  nations  in  time  of  war.  Lord  Stowell,  than  whom  no  more 
authority  is  ever  cited  as  authority  in  British  jurisprudence,  h 
citly  declared,  in  the  broadest  terms,  that  "in  time  of  warever^ 
admits  foreigners  into  its  general  service."  This  is*a  men 
wliich  everj'  country  has  resort  in  every  war,  whether  pros^i 
adverse." 

Her  Majesty's  government  proceeded  to  act  upon  this  princij 
*  very  last  war  in  which  Great  Britain  was  engaged.  And  her  i 
of  state  for  foreign  affairs  at  the  time.  Lord  Clarendon,  appear 
enunciated  it,  in  the  very  widest  terms,  in  addressing  the  gover 
the  United  States.  In  defending  the  action  of  persons  who 
went  far  beyond  the  line  marked  out,  his  lordship  affirmed  th 
there  was  an  express  law  forbidding  the  subjects  of  a  country 
the  teiTitory,  it  was  perfectly  legitimate  for  another  country 
them  to  leave  it  for  the  purpose  ot  entering  into  its  service, 
the  language  of  his  dispatch  to  Mr.  Crampton,  of  the  IGth  N< 
1855 : 

"  It  is  of  course  competent  to  any  nation  to  enact  a  munic 
such  as  actually  exists  in  many  countries,  forbidding  its  subject 
its  territory;  but  in  such  cases  ^civitas  career  est;^  and  it  mi 
duty  of  other  countries  to  abstain  from  actively  assisting  the 
to  escape  from  the  national  prison  in  order  to  serve  another  ma: 
the  government  of  the  Unit^id  States  has  enacted  no  such  law. 
boasts  of  its  complete  freedom  in  this  respect — '  cieitait  nan  a 
All  residents  therein,  whether  foreigners  or  citizens,  are  perf( 
to  leave  its  territory,  without  the  permission  of  the  government 
own  absolute  discretion,  and  to  enter  tftc  service  of  any  other  st 
once  within  its  frontier.  To  invite  them  or  persuade  them  to  d( 
thus  lawful  can  constitute  no  violation  of  the  territorial  righ 
the  sovereign  ])ower  has  never  claimed  or  exercised  " 

Neither  is  this  all,  nor  even  the  most  decisive  testimony  to  tl 
heretofore  pui>iued  by  Great  BriUiin  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
reason  to  believe  that  there  is  a  statute  of  the  realm,  of  anci( 
which  expressly  authorizes  and  directs  the  enlistment  of  foreij 
any  and  every  nation,  into  the  army  or  nav^y,  in  time  of  war,  ai 
tenders  to  them  as  an  inducement  the  boon  of  naturalization  a 
subjects.  That  act,  though  passed  to  meet  any  immediate  em 
appears  to  give  powers  wliich  revive  its  vigor  on  the  breakir 
any  future  war.  I  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  it  is  not  yet 
to  this  day.  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  that  st 
cannot  help  believing  that  it  places  beyond  the  possibility  of 
the  question  of  princii)le  which  lies  at  the  bottom  of  this  discu 
far  JUS  the  uniform  action  of  this  kingdom  contributes  to  est 
among  nations. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  cannot  but  hope  that  her  Msye-s 
ernment  will  so  far  recjonsider  the  interdiction  they  appear  to  1) 
upon  the  United  States, in  the  present  case,  as  not  to  demand,) 
condition,  the  performance  of  a  common  act  of  remonstranoe.  nc 
a  series  of  measures  never  required  before,  but  one  at  war  with  tl 
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IB  iK)licy  of  Great  Britain  in  its  own  case,  contrary  to  the  general 
e  of  nations,  as  well  as  obviously  impossible  to  perform, 
y  your  lordship  to  accept,  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider^ 
ith  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS, 
t  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  dr.,  etc.,  dtc. 


Agreement  made  at  Liverpool  this  28th  day  of  March,  1863. 

days  after  the  ship  Japan  sails  from  the  river  Clyde  the  under- 
do hereby  promise  and  agree  to  pay  to  any  person  who  shallt 

e  two  pounds  ten  shillings pence  to  Edward  Davis,  on  this 

ent,  the  sum  of  two  pounds  ten  shilliugs pence,  provided 

d  Edward  Davis  shall  sail  in  the  said  ship  from  the  said  river 

JONES  &  CO. 
ble  at  28  Chapel  street. 


ANNO  DECIMO  TEETIO  OEORGII  II,   CAP.  III. 

far  the  better  supply  of  mariners  and  seamen  to  serve  in  his  Majesty^s 
of  tear  J  and  on  board  merchant  ships  and  other  trading  shipSy  and 
\teers. 

he  better  supply  of  mariners  and  seamen  to  serve  in  his  Majesty's 
f  war,  and  on  board  merchant  ships  and  other  trading  vessels, 
ivateers,  and  for  the  better  carrjirig  on  the  present  or  any  future 
id  the  tr<jde  of  Great  Britain  during  the  continuance  thereof, 
Xdeaseyour  Majesty  that  it  may  be  enacted,  and  be  it  enacted  by 
rag's  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advi<e  and  cbnseut 
lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  piesent  Par- 
t  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same — 
,  during  the  continuance  of  this  i)rcscnt  war,  and  no  longer,  ex- 
respect  of  siuh  mer(;hant  shijis  and  otlu r  trading  ships  or  vessels, 
ivateers,  which  shall  be  on  their  voyage  before  tlie  determination 
war,  who  shall  be  and  are  hereby  allowed  the  liberty  and  benefit 
juing  home,  navigated  in  the  manner  as  hereinafter  is  i)rovided, 
and  may  be  lawful  for  any  merchant  ship,  or  other  trading  ship  or 
or  privateer,  to  be  navigated  by  foreign  seamen  or  mariners,  not 
latives  of  Gre-at  Britain,  or  any  of  the  colonies  or  plantations  thereto 
ing,  or  his  Majesty's  natural  or  naturalized  subjects,  so  as  the  num- 
juch  foreign  seamen  or  mariners  do  not  exceed  three-fourths  of  the 
re  at  any  one  time  employed  to  navigate  such  merchant  ships,  or 
radiug  ship  or  vessel,  or  jHivateer;  and  that  one-fourth,  at  least, 
manners  or  seamen  so  employed  be,  at  all  times,  natives  or  his 
y's  naturalized  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  (sudden  death  and  a 
and  casualties  of  war  and  the  seas  saved  and  excei)ted,)  one  act 
iament,  made  in  the  twelfth  year  of  his  late  Majesty's  i-eign  King 
8  the  II,  intituled  An  act  for  the  encoitraging  and  increasing  of  ship- 
\d  namgationj  or  any  other  statute  or  law  to  the  contrary  notwith- 

Ind.for  the  better  encouraging  of  foreign  mariners  and  ^^^xiv^tiV)^ 
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come  and  serve  on  board  ships  belonging  to  this  kingdom  ( 
Britain,  be  it  furtiier  enacted,  by  the  aathority  aforesaid,  ths 
such  foreigner,  mariner  or  seaman,  who  shall,  from  and  alter  th< 
of  January,  1739,  have  faithfully  served  during  the  time  of  war  ( 
any  of  his  Majesty's  ships  of  war,  or  any  merchant  or  other  trac 
or  ships,  vessel  or  vessels,  or  privateer,  (which,  at  the  time 
service,  shall  belong  to  any  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  of  Great 
for  the  space  of  two  years,  shall,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  b€ 
and  taken  to  be  a  natural-bom  subject  of  his  Majesty's  kingdom 
Britain,  and  have  and  enjoy  all  the  privileges,  powers,  rig 
capacities  which  such  foreign  mariner  or  seaman  e-ould,  should, 
to  have  had  and  enjoyed  in  case  he  had  been  a  natural-born  s 
his  Majesty,  and  actually  a  native  within  the  kingdom  of  Great 

III.  Provided,  nevertheless,  and  it  igftiereby  further  enacte< 
elared,'  that  no  person  who  shall  he  naturalized  by  virtue  o1 
shall  thereby  be  enabled  to  be  of  the  privy  council,  or  a  xm 
either  house  of  Parliament,  or  to  take  any  ofiice  or  place  of  tru 
civil  or  military,  or  to  have  any  grant  of  lands,  tenements,  or 
ments  fiponi  the  Crown  to  himself,  or  any  other  person  or  person 
for  him,  an^^thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  thereof  in 
notwithstiinding. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  tha 
and  may  be  lawful  for  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  at 
when  it  shall  be  found  necessary  to  declare  war  against  an; 
power,  to  publish  a  royal  proclamation,  if  he  or  they  shall 
requisite,  to  permit  all  merchant  ships  and  other  trading  ves 
privateers,  to  be  manned  with  foreign  mariners  and  seamei 
such  war,  in  the  manner  as  by  this  act  provided ;  and  that 
publishing  of  such  proclamation,  this  act,  and  eveiy thing  the 
tained,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  in  full  force  and  virtue,  and  havt 
ance  for  and  during  the  time  of  any  said  war,  and  no  longer, 
respect  to  sucli  merchant  ships  and  other  trailing  ships  or  ves 
privateers,  which  shall  be  on  their  voyage  before  the  determi 
such  war,  who  shall  be,  and  are  liereby,  allowed  the  liberty  an 
of  returning  home,  navigated  in  the  manner  as  hereinbefore  is 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  398.]  Legation  of  the  CJiai^ED  Stati 

Londorij  April  3C 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  one  of  the  offic 
cations  made  for  the  use  of  Parliament,  containing  the  corres] 
which  has  passed  between  Lord  Kussell  and  myself  on  the  t 
alleged  enlistments  on  account  of  the  United  States  in  Great 
One  additional  note  h^  been  written  by  me  since  the  date  of  tl 
cation ;  a  copy  of  whicu,  with  its  inclosures,  is  likewise  forwar 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  serv^ant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  AI 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  29,  18C3. 

r  Lord  :  In  farther  explauation  of  the  views  which  I  had  the  honor 
ibmit  to  you,  in  my  note  of  the  18th  instant,  as  to  the  causes  of  the 
mt  emigration,  I  have  the  Honor  to  submit  copies  of  notes  addressed 
B  by  two  gentlemen  of  high  character  in  the  United  States,  who  aro 
position  to  write  with  knowledge  of  the  facts.  The  original  memo- 
am,  a  copy  of  which  is  likewise  submitted,  is  now  in  my  hands. 
I  pray,  &c., 

CHARLES  FRAXCI8  ADAMS. 

g^t  Hon.  Earl  Russell^^.,  dtc.^  dkc. 

Mr.  Aspinwall  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Tuesdax  Morning. 

r  Dear  Sir:  I  mentioned  to  you,  some  days  ago,  that  several  mil- 
8  were  looking  to  Great  Bntain  and  to  Canada  for  laborers  exempt 
the  conscription  act.  Two  or  three  companies  were,  to  my  own 
rledge,  making  snch  arrangements.  To-day  I  happened  to  speak  of 
natter  to  Mr.  McHenry,  the  agent  of  the  Atlantic  and  Great  Weet- 
raUroad,  now  being  extended  throiigh  the  St>ate  of  Ohio,  and  I 
red  from  him  the  inclosed  memorandum  from  the  agents  in  New 
Zy  on  the  promise  to  return  it  to  him  this  week.  McAndrew  and 
in  are  British  subjects ;  the  latter  brother  to  the  manager  of  th^ 
I8t  Bank.  And  Mr.  Kennard,  the  consulting  engineer  alluded  to  in 
orandum,  is  an  Englishman,  ne])hew  to  the  bankers  in  this  city. 
Very  truly  and  respectfully  yours, 

WILLIAM  11.  ASPINWALL, 

Edwards^s  Hotel. 
is  Excellency  C.  F.  Adams,  &c. 


Messrs.  McAndrew  &  Wann  to  Mr.  Henry. 

[Memorandum.] 

New  York,  March  27,  1863. 

EAR  Sir  :  Mr.  Kennard  wishes  you  to  send  out  500  mechanics.  lie 
have  work  for  them,  and  more.  Wages  here — say,  blacksmiths,  $2 
(2  50;  riveters,  $1  50  to  $2;  fitters,  the  same;  molders,  $1  50;  and 
miers,  do.,  per  day.  Riveters  wanted  particularly.  He  also  would 
jyou  to  send  out  3,000  laborers.  Their  wages  will  be  $1  25  per  day. 
qr  should  pay  their  own  way  out.  Mechanics  can  be  had  in  Belfast 
i  Scothuid. 
Truly  yours, 

McAIiDllEW  &  WANN. 
JiHEs  Henbt,  Esq.,  London. 


Mr.  Forbes  to  Mr.  Adams. 


London,  April  28,  18C3. 

5^  Deab  Sib  :  The  extraordinary  misapprehension  which  seems  to 
^  bere,  even  among  sane  people,  in  regard  to  enlistments  in  thia 
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country  for  the  United  States,  leads  me  to  state  that  morethaatn 
months  ago  I  was  called  upon,  as  a  director  in  one  of  our  Lake  Boperier : 
land  companies,  to  vote  upon  an  appropriation  of  money,  tobetueditj 
combination  with  other  companies  there,  for  bringing  miners  aadothtt] 
laborers  over  to  supply  the  great  want  of  labor  that  had  already beoij 
felt  there.    I  know,  too,  that  the  great  railroad  lines  of  the  West 
suffering  under  the  increase  of  wages  and  the  scarcity  of  mcn,e8{ 
of  those  exempt  from  draft.    Even  on  the  seaboard,  in  our  shortwii 
days,  common  labor  was  at  $1  25  per  diem. 

It  seems  to  me  the  plain  facts  of  the  case  are  quite  enough  to 
the  emigration,  without  supposing  want  of  good  faith  in  our  gov( 
ment  as  its  cause  or  stimulant. 
Very  truly  yours, 

0  J.  M.  FOBBB& 

His  Excellency  Charles  Francis  Adams,  cfec,  cfcc. 


JIfr,  Setcard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  580. 1  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  May  5, 1861 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  April  17  (No.  378)  has  been  received, 
refutation  of  the  allegations  that  this  government  is  engaged  in 
iug  in  Great  Britain  recruits  for  its  armies  is  approved.    No  agent: 
such  a  purpose  has  ever  been  sent  into  any  foreign  country,  nor  hasttVl 
proposition  ever  been  made,  directly  or  indirectly,  or  sanctioned  by  th^j 
government,  nor  has  any  such  an  one,  made  by  any  authorized  peraoii 
ever  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  government. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  cfcc,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[Extract.] 

No.  406.]  '       Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  May  7, 1863^ 

Sir:  The  correspondence  referred  to  in  my  dispatch  No.  39G,  of  4l 
30th  of  April,  has  been  since  closet!  by  an  exchange  of  notes,  copies  rf 
which  are  now  transmitted.  ♦••••• 
I  do  not  know  with  whom  rests  the  responsibility  for  the  delay  in  ttl. 
delivery  of  my  not  es,  as  mentioned  by  his  lordship.  I  have  taken  matf 
ures  to  fix  the  date  at  which  they  pass  out  of  my  hands  at  the  Fowpi 
Office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMR 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  May  1, 1863. 

Sib  :  Your  letter  of  the  25th  of  April,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  204  rf, 
that  month,  did  not  reach  me  until  the  morning  of  the  28tiL    I  wmlm' 
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t}oexp1ain  to  yoa  why  it  was  not  included  in  tbo  collection  of  papers 
rented  to  Parliament  on  the  27th,  of  which  my  letter  formed  a  part. 
IhiDk  it  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the  tenor  of  your  letter,  to 
It  out  to  you  that  you  have  entirely  misapprehended  tlie  ]mriK>rt  of 
letter  of  the  20th  of  April.  My  object  in  that  letter  was  not  to  dis- 
( the  question  of  the  practice  of  nations  to  admit  into  their  naval  or 
lary  service  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  other  states,  but  merely  to 
it  out  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  had  no  right,  to 
plain,  as  of  an  unfriendly  act  on  the  i)art  of  this  country,  that  Brit- 
lobjects  took  service  with  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  so  long 
ie  government  of  the  United  States  allowed  and  encouraged  other 
Ish  subjects  to  enter  into  their  own  military  service. 
le  government  of  the  United  States  must  either  proceed  on  the  prin- 
)  of  admitting  all  British  subjects  to  voluntary  service  in  its  ships 
military  bodies,  and  then  it  has  no  reason  to  complain  that  the  con- 
rates  do  the  same;  or  it  must  appeal  to  the  foreign  enlistment  act, 
in  that  case,  it  ought  not  to  encourage  in  its  o\vn  practice  that 
h  it  denounces  in  the  case  of  the  confederates. 
le  government  of  the  United  States  cannot  ask  the  British  govem- 
j  to  act  partially  and  unfairly.  If  thousands  of  British  subjects  are 
J  found  fighting  in  the  ranks  of  the  federals,  on  the  invitation  of 
Jnited  States  authorities,  it  is  no  breach  of  neutrality  that  some 
Ireds  should  be  found  in  the  ships  and  armies  of  the  confederates 
I  a  similar  invitation  on  their  part. 

lave  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
lent,  humble  serv^ant, 

RUSSELL. 
LARLES  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c&c,  c&c,  dtc. 


Mr.  Adanis  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londotiy  May  2,  1803. 

Y  Lord  :  I  am  very  happy  to  understand,  by  the  terms  of  your  lord- 
's note  of  the  Ist  instant,  what  1  did  not  doubt  must  have  been  the 

that  no  intention  was  entertained  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  gov- 
nent  to  put  obstacles  in  the  way  of  remonstrances  on  the  pai*t  of 
government  against  the  enlistment,  by  i)arties  within  this  kingdom, 
ler  Majesty's  subjects,  for  the  purpose  and  with  the  intent  to  csirry 
rar  agsiinst  a  nation  with  which  she  is  at  peace.  It  has  seemed  to 
that  such  proceedings  have  been  and  are  carried  on,  in  violation  of 
neutrality  declared  in  the  i)resent  contest,  and  to  that  extent  become 

subjects  of  complaint  on  my  nart.  I  am  not  aware  that  I  have  ever 
led  my  representations  beyond  that  point. 

pray  your  lordship  to  accei)t  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
tion  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
rant, 

CDAIILES  lltANCIS  ADAMS* 

tight  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  cfcc,  cfcc,  cCc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

.410.]  Legation  of  the  U[nited  States, 

Ijondohj  May  8,  1863. 

bE:  Ibe  correspopdence  on  the  subject  of  cmigratiou  referred  to  in 
diq^atch  Ko.  £^,  of  the  30th  ultimo,  appears  to  liave  cotxi!^  \o  ^u 
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end  with  the  note  from  Lord  Bussell  of  that  same  date,  a  oopj  of  whMl 
is  transmitted  herewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CdABLES  FRANCIS  ADAM& 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  30,  IMX 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lettiTf 
the  29th  instant,  in  further  explanation  of  the  emigration  of  able-1 
persons  from  this  country  to  the  Uuited  States. 

Requesting  you  will  accept  my  thanks  for  this  communication,  I 
the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  o1 
humble  servant, 

RUSSELL 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.^  &c.^  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  589.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  May  9, 1863. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  the  24th  of  April,  1863,  (No.  392,)  has  b«ii 
received.  I  have  read  with  care  and,  as  I  think,  with  candor,  its  accoh*{ 
pauiment,  the  note  which  p]arl  Russell  addressed  to  yon  on  the  24th  dFj 
April  last  on  the  subject  of  reputed  acts  of  enlistment  for  our  milil 
forces  in  Ireland,  as  well  as  your  reply  to  that  communication. 

We  have,  indeed,  observed  here  a  remarkable  increase,  of  immigat 
especially  of  immigration  from  Irehmd.    But  you  are  entirely  correcti 
well  as  truthful  in  the  declarations  you  have  made — ^that  not  one 
has  been  enliste<i,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  li'eland,  or  in  any  fc 
country,  by  any  agent  or  unchT  any  authority  or  with  any  knowh 
this  gavernment.     Yim  have  assigned  some  of  the  causes  of  thisii 
gration.    The  enlistment  and  cons(Tiption  of  men  into  the  loyal  and' 
voted  armies  of  the  country,  the  inducements  to  military  ambition,  witU 
the  iucre4i8e  of  military-  si)irit  in  the  c<)untry,  which  is  continually  rentf 
ering  the  soldier's  c^ireer  more  attractive;  the  growth  of  national  qNii^| 
with  an  inorei^si^of  conHdenoe  in  the  cause  of  the  Union,  and,  of  conriv 
an  increase  of  patriotic  devotion  ti)  it,  all  the  while  urging  citizemiti 
abauilou  the  pursuits  of  civil  life ;  the  greater  publicity  of  the  conteit 
in  foreign  countries,  and  the  increased  favor  felt  toward  it  there  as  iti 
true  character  comes  to  be  understood ;  a  marked  advance  in  the  pnof*, 
of  labor  and  skill,  coi^quent  upon  a  condition  of  industrial  activity  is 
agriculture  and  in  the  mechanical  and  manufacturing  departments  whiA 
has  hitherto  been  unknown  ;  the  advantages  offered  to  the  poor  of  evaj 
land  by  the  homestead  law — all  these  are  probably  beginning  to  beftB 
in  Europe.    There  is  yet  another  material  cause;  gold  and  silver  liM 
to  some  extent  become  demonetized  here,  and  been  replaced  l^t 
tional  currency  which  is  satisfactory  to  the  masses  of  the  pecmle.*  ^ 
rewards  of  labor  paid  in  this  currency  are  increased,  withoat  beiiigj 
anoed  as  yet  by  a  corresponding  increase  of  hiring  of  labor 
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ale  the  cost  of  subsistence  here  is  not  equally  enhanced.  You  are  au- 
orizecl  to  communicate  to  Earl  Kussell  so  much  of  the  information 
miahed  you  by  this  dispatch  as  you  may  think  it  will  be  usi*ful  that 
JT  Majesty's  governiuent  should  have.  And  in  every  case  you  will  ccmn- 
gcact  and  deny,  in  a  courteous  manner,  but  with  decision  and  earnest- 
ess,  all  allegations  to  the  ett'ect  that  we  are  enlisting  soldiers  in  Ireland, 
ireat  Britain,  or  in  any  other  foreign  countiy.  ^ 

I  trust  that  the  expositions  of  opinion  abroad  would  justify  us  in 
loping  that  this  new  result  in  Europe  of  our  dejjlorable  strife  is  likely 
0  induce  there  the  reflection  that  this  civil  war  has  no  tenacity  of  life, 
Bcept  what  is  derived  from  the  supi)ort  and  sympathy  extended  to  it 
prejudiced  or  misguided  parties  in  foreign  countries,  whose  i)rosperity 
"  welfare  this  government  not  only  has  no  desire  to  disturb,  but  really 
to  promote  through  as  speedj-  return  to  domestic  peace  as  can  be 
le  with  safety  to  the  national  existence. 

le  United  States,  by  fostering  slaverj^  here,  with  the  tacit  ccmcur- 
of  foreign  states  for  fifty  years,  have  created  a  system  of  interna- 
^l  industry  beneficial  to  European  countries.     It  is  hardly  to  be  ex- 
that,  when  that  policy  is  all  at  once  arrested  and  abancloned  here, 
the  cost  of  a  fearful  civil  war,  all  th<' painful  results  of  so  sudden  and 
}Ient  a  change  will  be  confined  to  this  country,  and  that  the  European 
ites  will  not  be  obliged  to  conform  their  own  social  industry  in  some 
fcBpects  to  the  altered  condition  of  attairs. 
1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  sefvjuit, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  etc,  etc,  (£c. 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

o.  597.]  Department  of  State, 

Wafihington,  May  18,  1863. 

8m :  You  dispatch  of  April  30  (No.  396)  has  been  received,  together 
'ithits  numerous  and  volumimms  accom])animents. 
I  have  neither  need  nor  disposition  to  add  anything  to  your  conclusive 
■ply  to  the  novel  and  extraordinaiy  views  concerning  the  legality  of 
idiiitment  of  foreigners  presented  by  Earl  Russell  in  his  note  to  you  on 
ke  18tb  of  April  last.  Your  proceedings  in  the  prosecution  of  the  cor- 
ioqwndence  are  approved. 

I  am,  sir,  yoiur  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED.. 
Chables  Fkancis  Adams,  Esq.,  dcj  dc,  dc 


[Tnuisinitted  with  "  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,"  No.  497,  of  Septt^niber  17, 1863.J 

JEarl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams.  ^ 

m 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  Sept^iber  11,  1863. 

Bttt  if  the  question  with  regard  to  men  is  to  be  raised,  the  difference^ 

J^Jtt  greater.    Bv^en  admitted,  as  asserted  by  yon,  though  her  Majesty's 

lent  have  no  knowledge  of  tlie  fact,  that  a  small  number  of 

Milgects  have,  in  defiance  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation,  eu^a^<^ 

27  A  o— y QL.  n 


i 
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in  the  service,  either  by  sea  or  laud,  of  the  confederates,  it  might  \ 
asked  whether  no  British  seamen  are  now  employed,  in  the  naval  h 
vice  of  the  United  States  government  I  At  all  events,  it  is  well  kuo^ 
that  large  numbers  of  natural-born  subjects  of  her  Miyesty  have  foug 
and  fallen  in  the  ranks  of  the  federal  armies,  and  it  is  confidently  i 
serted,  though  her  Majesty's  government  have  no  proof  of  the  ttK*t,tl 
agents  of  the  federal  government  are  employed  within  the  tTnited  Kii 
dom  to  engage  subjects  of  her  Majesty  to  emigrate  to  the  United  Sta 
with  a  view  of  engaging  when  there  in  the  military  service  of  the  1 
eral  government. 

Her  Majesty's  government  would  fain  hoi)e  that  such  reports  are 
founded,  because  such  a  proceeding  would  not  only  be  a  departure  fi 
international  comity,  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  tempting  British  subje 
to  act  in  violation  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation,  but  it  w(mld  alisc 
diametrically  at  variance  with  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  the  Presid 
of  the  United  States,  upon  a  similar   matter  in  1855,  during  the 

between  Great  Britain  and  llussia. 

•  •••••  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  n 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELl 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  etc.,  cfcc,  cfc. 

[The  above  note  will  be  found  printed  in  full  under  sulxlivi: 
•^^  Lairds'  Rams,"  ante.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.3 

^o.  729.]  Department  of  State, 

lVa«/«'n(/<ow,  October  5, 1863 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  and  submit  to  the  PresiA 
your  dispjitch  of  the  17th  of  September,  No.  497. 

Earl  llussell  adds,  that  the  United  States  have  derived  some  milits 
supplies  from  Great  Britain,  and  enlisted  many  British  sub jecti}  in  tb 
cause.  But  it  can  hardly  be  denied  that  neither  such  supplies  norn 
men  would  have  been  necessary,  if  Great  Britain  had  not,  so  far  as  i 
was  concerned,  first  raised  the  insurgents  to  the  position  of  belligem 
Neither  the  government  of  Great  Britain, nor  any  otheri'ecognizedpait 
has  contended,  or  can  contend,  that  the  United  States  have  violated  ii 
municipal  law,  or  any  treaty,  or  the  law  of  nations,  or  even  comiiyi 
wards  the  British  government,  in  the  proceedings  by  which  they  hf 
received  as  merchandise  supplies  derived  from  British  soiux^es,  and  ki' 
ac(;epted  British  subjects  voluntarily  residing  in  our  own  couutiyt  • 
voluntarily  enlisting  as  soldiers  and  seamen  in  maintaining  the  caoie 
the  ITnion.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the  United  States  8tM 
upon  what  they  think  impregnable  ground,  when  they  refuse  to  bedff 
gated,  by  any  act  of  British  government,  from  their  position  as  a  n^ 
ereign  nation  in  amity  with  Great  Britain,  and  placed  upon  a  footinf  < 
equality  with  domestic  insurgents,  who  have  risen  up  in  zeflM00 
against  their  authority. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWABtt 

Chables  Fbaij(oib  Ad  a^&E)  ^^.^  &c.'^  ^.^  &q. 
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[From  Briti«h  Blue  Book,  "North  Amcriira,"  No.  7,  1^«64,  p.  1-2.] 

•No.  1. 

Mr.  Arhuthnot  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Treasury  Chambers, 

Xorember^l^  18<i3. 

8lB :  I  am  commanded  by  tlie  lords  o<)nmiissi()iK»rs  of  ]wv  Miijesty's 
casiiry  to  tran.smit  to  you,  for  the  iiiforniatioii  of  Hail  Ivussell,  the 
ic1os4mI  eopy  of  a  letter  from  the  commissioners  of  eustoinsreIatin;if  to  a 
port  that  the  United  States  war  sloop  Kearsar<re  ha<l  taktMi  on  board 
ritish  8ubjec*ts  at  Queenst4)wn,  and  I  am  to  state  that  my  hmls  would 
5  glad  to  be  informed  wiiether,  in  his  h)rdshii)\s  oi)inion,  any  further 
eps  should  be  taken  in  the  matter. 
I  have,  &c., 

G.  AKBUTHNOT. 


[IiK'lortiire  No.  1.] 

Mr.  Oardncr  to  Mr.  Hamilton. 

Customhouse,  Xovemher  19, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  lords 
fommissionei*s  of  her  Mi\jesty's  treasury,  that  a  rumor  having  reached 
the  colkHitor  of  this  revenue  at  C<u*k,  that  the  United  {St4ite8  war  sloop 
Keai-sarge,  which  put  into  that  i)ort  on  the  2d  instant,  had  taken  on 
hoanl  and  proceeded  to  sea  with  several  men,  being  iiritisli  subjects  from 
the  ueighl>orhood  of  Queenstown,  he  caused  inquiry  to  be  made,  with  a 
view  of  asc<»rtaining  whether  any  infringenuMit  of  the  provisions  of  the 
ftreign  enlistment  act  liad  taken  place.    Tin*  iM*rson  from  whom  the 
nimor  emanated  was  a  i)erson  named  Samuel  Dunn,  a  iM'U.sioner,  re- 
nding at  Kiugaskiddy.     Upon  being  (piestion<Ml  by  the  collector,  Dunn 
rtatwl  that  James  Haley,  a  native  of  Kiugaskiddy,  an<l  who  lived  at  that 
place  about  twenty  years  ago,  at  which  time  he  was  in  tin*  iJritisli  ser- 
Ticeon  lK)ard  of  the  Shamrock,  afterwards  joined  the  American  service, 
nd  is  now  an  officer  on  board  of  the  Kearsarge.     On  the  recent  arrival 
of  that  vessel,  Haley  went  on  shore  at  Kiugaskiddy  to  visit  his  relatives, 
•nd  while  on  shore  renuiined  at  th(»  house  of  his  sister.     It  is  alleged 
that  doling  his  stay  there  he  persuaded  the  following  persons  to  go  to 
Main  the  Kearsiirge,  but  under  what  agieement  no  evi<lence  appears: 
John  Sullivan,  Edward  Pyburius  Thomas  Muri)hy,  (leorge  Patterson, 
Dennis  Leary,  natives  of  Kingaskid^ly. 

It  is  also  alleged  that  Michael  Ahern,  of  Queenstown,  joined  the  said 
TWsel.  The  five  i>crsons  first  nanuMl,  who  an*  from  seventeen  to  eigh- 
teen years  of  age,  were  tak<'n  on  board  the  ship  by  John  Dunn,  the  son 
of  Saifimel  Dunn,  whose  declaration  to  that  etVect  is  inclosed.  It  does 
>tot  appear  how  Michael  Ahern  (a  clerk  lately  dismissed  from  the  service 
tf  Messrs.  Scott,  of  Queenstown)  was  taken  on  board.  The  reports  of 
fte  officers  at  Cork,  and  the  declaration  of  John  Dunn,  having  been  re- 
ined to  the  solicitor  of  this  revenue,  he  has  r<»port(Ml  that  the  cir- 
^^nnstance  of  the  men  having  been  put  on  ))oard  an<l  sailed  away  in  a 
J^lof  war  of  the  United  States  attbrds  a  strong  inference  that  they 
weeutered  into  the  American  war  service,  but  that  the  proofs  are  not 

P 
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very  strong  to  support  such  a  case,  and  there  is  no  i)er8on  known  ashore 
who  has  been  shown  to  be  concerned  in  enlisting  the  men  so  as  to 
render  him  amenable  to  prosecntion  under  the  second  section  of  fhe 
foreign  enlistment  act,  unless  it  be  John  Dunn  himself,  whose  statenumt 
is  very  vague. 

lie  appears,  according  to  his  o\\'n  statement,  to  have  acted  as  an  un- 
paid voliuiteer,  and  does  not  explain  wherefore  or  by  whose  iustmctioni 
he  put  the  men  on  board. 
I  am,  &C.J 

F.  G.  GAED^^:R. 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Declaration  of  John  Dunn. 

QuEENSTOWN,  Korcmher  12, 1863. 

I,  John  Dunn,  of  Ringaskiddy,  do  declare  that  on  Wednesday,  tk  | 
4th  day  of  November,  1  took  ou  board  the  American!  sloop  of  war  Rear- 
sarge,  in  Queenstown  harbor,  John  Sullivan,  Edward  Pyburne,  Thomtf 
Muri)hy,  and  George  Patterson,  and  on  Thursday,  the  5th  of  November, 
Dennis  Leary,  all  of  wliom  lived  at  Ringaskidtly,  none  of  whom  have 
landed  to  my  knowledge. 

I  got  no  pay  for  taking  them  on  board,  they  being  too  x)oor  to  p<ay,and 
I  am  not  aware  of  any  payment  made  to  them  on  board. 

bin 

JOHN   X   DUNN. 

mark. 

Bead  over  to  the  party  in  our  presence,  who  witness  his  mark  hereto 
this  12th  Noveml)er,  1803,  at  Queenstown. 
J.  Moore,  Surveyor. 
N.  Seymour. 
P.  Dunn. 


[From  British  Blue  Book, "  North  American,"  No.  7, 1864,  p.  2-4.] 

:so.  2. 

The  Earl  of  Donouglimore  to  Earl  Russell. 

52  South  Audlby  Stbeet, 

Londouy  November  25, 1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  think  it  right  to  forward  to  your  lor(ishix>  the  inclosed 
copy  of  a  letter  received  this  day  from  the  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason,  together 
with  copies  of  the  declarations  to  which  it  refers. 
Believe,  &c., 

DONOUGHMORK 


[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Mr.  Mason  to  the  Earl  of  Donaughmore^ 

16  Rue  de  Mabignan, 

Part*,  Notember  23, 1883. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  received  here  the  affldavita  of  which  I  ventoie  to 
inclose  copies. 
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jre  taken,  as  you  will  see,  at  Cork,  iu  Ireland,  by  the  eommer- 

.  of  tlie  Confederate  States  at  that  place,  and  clearly  prove 

oent  of  a  number  of  men  into  the  naval  service  of  the  United 

board  the  federal  frigate  Kearsarge  whilst  recently  at  that 

tainly  desirable  that  this  oifense  should  be  brought  to  the 
:he  government,  an  office  which  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  per- 

aken  leave,  therefore,  to  send  the  papers  to  you,  and  though 
ly  request,  (which  I  could  not  take  the  liberty-  to  make,)  yet 
ik  proi)er  to  send  them  to  the  Foreign  Office,  it  would  place  it 
er  of  the  government  to  examine  into  the  facts.  The  original 
remain  in  the  possession  of  Robert  Dowling,  esii.,  at  Cork  or 
rn. 
ive,  &c., 

J.  M.  IVIASON. 

closed  affidavits  of  Patrick  Kennedy  (inclosure  No.  2)  and 
iynch  (inclosure  No.  3)  see  inclosures  to  dispateh  No.  548  of 
s  to  Mr.  Seward,  dated  Deeember  4,  1863.] 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  December  4,  1863. 

1  the  30th  ultimo  I  received  a  note  from  Lord  Eussell,  a  copy 
now  transmit.    It  seems  to  be  supported  by  two  affidavits, 
c  already  found  their  way  into  the  newspapers,  and  appear  in 
of  the  2d  instant. 

as  possible  I  wrote  a  reply  to  his  lordship's  note,  a  copy  of 
ppended.  At  the  same  time  I  directed  my  secretary,  Mr.  Wil- 
ite  a  letter  to  Mr.  Eastman,  the  consul  implicated,  to  learn 
the  facts  in  the  case.  It  is  quite  apparent  that  a  trap  was  laid 
nmander  of  the  Kearsarge.  I  shall  be  very  sorry  if  it  shoidd 
tiat  he  has  fallen  into  it.  The  allegations  respecting  Mr.  East- 
)  vague  and  slight  that  I  think  it  scarcely  probable  he  had  any 
le  transaction,  whatever  it  may  have  been, 
ast  received  a  telegram  from  Eastman  in  advance  of  his  letter, 
to  Mr.  Wilson,  explicitly  denying  that  he  has  had,  directly  or 
any  knowledge  of  a  participation  in  the  enlistment  of  a  Brit- 
t. 
ive  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

^  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ^VDAMS. 

ILLIAM  H.  SeWABD, 

Secretury  of  State. 


Earl  Rnssell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  Xovemher  30, 1863. 

lave  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  following  state- 
ih  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  her  Majesty's  government, 
fhe  shipment  of  Bi^tish  subjects  on  board  tiieTj\i\\j^^^\ato^ 
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ship  of  war  Kearsarge,  when  in  the  port  of  Queenstown,  for  servioei 
navy  of  the  Umted  States : 

It  is  rei)oited  that  when  the  Kearsarge  was  at  Queenstown,  ea 
this  month,  one  of  her  officers  named  James  Haley,  who  had  been 
ident  of  Ringaskiddy,  about  twenty  years  ago,  and  who,  after  servi 
board  her  Majesty's  ship  Shamrock,  had  entered  into  the  service 
United  States,  went  a^shore  for  the  puii)ose  of  visiting  his  sister  j 
phiee,  and  when  there  persuaded  five  persons,  named  John  8u 
Edward  Pyburne,  Thomas  Muri>hy,  George  Patterson,  and  Dennis 
to  go  to  sea  in  the  Kearsarge.  These  men  are  said  to  have  been 
on  board  that  vessel  by  one  J .  Dunn,  a  boatman  of  Kingaskiddy  A 
l>erson  of  the  name  of  Michael  Ahern,  lately  in  the  employii 
Messrs.  Scott,  of  Queenstown,  is  also  reported  to  have  gone  on  Ix 
the  sam(?  time.  None  of  these  persons  seem  to  have  come  on 
again,  and  tliey,  therefore,  nuist  have  sailed  in  the  Kearsarge  an 
taken  service  in  her  as  seamen. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  also  been  furnished  with  co 
affidavits  made  bv  Patrick  Kenn<»dy  and  Edward  Lvnch,  both  ] 
of  Queenstown,  who  dechire  that  they  proceeded  on  board  the  Kea 
to  enter  as  seamen,  but  did  not  sail  in  her. 

Patrick  Kennedy  deposes  that  he  underwent  an  inspection 
ship's  doctor,  and  that  his  name  was  registered;  that  he  saw  u 
eight  other  men  from  Kingaskiddy  come  on  board,  all  Irishmen, 
them  named  Muri)liy.  The  names  of  the  others  he  states  himsell 
know,  lie  states  that  he  was  informed  that  the  pay  woidd  be 
dollars  per  month.  Kennedy,  however,  left  the  ship  with  the  pil 
returned  to  land.  Kennedy  also  deposes  that  he  saw  on  board  th< 
sarge  Mr.  P^astman,  the  American  consul  at  Queenstown,  in  eonve 
with  one  of  the  officers,  and  that  Mr.  Dawson,  the  agent  of  the 
was  also  on  board. 

Edward  Lynch's  affidavit  corroborates  the  assertion  ma<le  by  Ke 
He  says  that  he  went  on  board  with  two  other  Irishmen,  Daniel 
nell,  of  White  Point,  and  John  Ccmnelly,  of  Bishop's  street,  Queen 
and  that  O'Connell  and  Connelly,  having  been  passed  by  the 
were  engaged  as  seamcm,  together  with  three  other  men,  aU  Briti 
jects,  whose  names  he  did  not  know,  he  himself  being  rejected  on  a 
of  his  height.  He  declares  that  all  those  whom  he  saw  thus  ei 
sailed  in  the  vessel  when  she  left  Queenstown. 

I  need  not  point  out  to  you  the  importance  of  these  statem< 
proving  a  deliberate  violation  of  the  laws  of  this  country,  within 
its  harbors,  by  commissioned  officers  of  the  navy  of  the  United  S 

Before  I  say  more,  I  wait  to  learn  what  you  can  allege  in  extei 
of  such  culpable  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  officers 
navy  ami  the  United  States  consul  at  Queenstown. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  you 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

Euss: 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfec,  &c. 


[Affidavits  inferred  to  iu  the  preceding  commnnication.  ] 
THE  FOREIGN  ENLISTMENT  ACT. 

60  St.  Vincent  Crescent,  Glasgow,  JVotwnte 

Sir:  As  bearing  upon  the  known  wholesale  violationB  of  tbel 

enlistment  act  by  agents  awOi  o^ej^T^  ot  tbe  UnitcNl  States  goven 
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*<ibinit  as  matter  of  public  interest  at  this  time  the  following  official 
^^nments  which  have  come  into  my  hands. 
I  am,  &c.. 

JAMES  SMITH. 
Bditob  of  the  Times. 

'Borough  of  Cork,  to  wit :  by  one  of  her  Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace 
the  I>orongh. 

'I,  Eilward  Lynch,  of  Queenstowni,  in  the  county  of  Cork,  yeoman,  do 
snmly  and  shicerely  declare  that  the  American  war  steam  fiigate 
irsarge  came  into  the  ]K)rt  of  Queensto\ni,  in  this  county,  on  the  2d 

•  of  November  instant, where  she  anchored  and  remained  till  tlw*  6th 

•  of  November  following.  That  it  was  rumored  that  she  was  txiking 
1  for  the  support,  of  the  war  now  goin^^  on  in  America,  and  that  T,  in 
ipany  with  one  Daniel  O'Connell,  of  AVhitepoint,  and  one  John  Con- 
ly,  of  Bishop's  street,  in  the  town  of  Queenstown,  both  in  said  county, 
[  all  Irishmen,  went  on  board  said  war  fngate.  That  I  remained  on 
rd  said  war  frigate  up  to  the  hour  of  half-past  5  o'clock  in  the  after- 
in  on  said  day,  and  got  my  dinner  and  sui)per  on  board  with  all  the 
er  hands,  and  that  the  boatswain  of  siiid  fiigate  shipped  the  said 
'onnell  and  Connollj'  to  serve  on  board  said  war  frigate,  and  proceed  , 
America  therein,  but  objected  to  me  (m  account  of  my  height.  Tlmt 
viously  to  the  shipping  of  said  two  men,  O'Connell  and  Connolly,  they 

I  to  pass  inspection  of  the  naval  doctor  on  board  in  the  usual  way  in 
ich  men  enlisting  in  the  naval  service  have  to  do.  That  another  man, 
ose  name  I  do  not  know,  and  also,  as  I  believe,  n  British  subject,  who 
merly  belonged  to  a  merchant  ship,  and  was  residing  in  Queenstown 
about  three  months  previously,  passcnl  the  doctor,  and  was  sliipi»ed. 
at  two  other  men,  who  belong  to  Kingaskiddy,  in  this  county,  were 
0  taken  as  firemen  on  board  said  war  frigate,  and  that  it  was  stated 
boaril  that  the  pay  was  to  be  tw(*lve  dollars  per  month.  That  the 
Jtain  of  said  frigate  was  not  on  board  at  the  time  of  these  oc(!urrenc(»s; 

I I  heard  the  commander  sav  to  the  boatswain,  '  Fll  leave  them  in 
arge  to  you  now.'  The  boatswain  took  them  with  him,  and  in  some 
le  after  they,  the  said  O'Connell  and  (Connolly,  returned,  and  told  me 
jy  passed  the  doctor.  O'Connell's  motluT,  now  Mrs.  Buckley,  lives  at 
)  hack  of  the  chapel  at  Queenstown.  A  boatman  from  the  Holy  (Iround 
Queenstown  also  came  on  board,  i)assed  the  naval  doct^)r,  in  the  usual 
.J' aforessiid,  and  was  taken  into  service  on  boar<l.  TIktc  were  about 
0  hundred  hands  on  board,  principally  English  and  Irish.  The  said 
IT  frigate  sailed  from  this  port,  by  the  dire<?tion  of  the  admiral  now 
ktioned  at  Queenstown,  on  Friday,  the  Oth  day  of  November  instant; 
d  it  was  stated  they  would  first  proceed  to  France,  thence  to  America, 
e  men  of  whom  I  have  declared  sailed  on  board  said  war  frigate  out 
the  iK)rt  of  Cork,  and  I  make  this  solemn  de(;laration,  (conscientiously 
lieviug  the  same  to  be  true,  in  pursuance  of  the  statute  for  the  aboli- 
n  of  oaths  and  the  substitution  of  declarations  in  lieu  thereof. 

bU 

*a:DWAllD   X   LYNCH. 

mark. 

"Truly  read  by  me  to  said  Edward  Lynch. 

^'THOMAS  n.  CROFTS. 

"Made  and  subscribed  before  me,  in  the  bonmgh  of  Cork,  this  16th 
y  of  November,  1863. 

"ROBERT  HALL, 
"  One  of  her  Majesty^ 8  Justices  of  the  Peace 

for  the  Borough  of  Cork!*    _ 
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"  Boronp:li  of  Cork,  to  wit :  by  one  of  her  Majestj^'s  justices  of  the  peaio*' 
for  the  borough  of  Cork. 

"  I,  Pu  trick  Kennedy,  of  Queenstown,  in  the  coiuity  of  Cork,  yi'omaVf 
do  solemnly  Jind  sincrely  declare  that  on  Tuesday,  the  3d  day  cif  Novem- 
ber instant,  I  went  on  board  the  American  war  frigate  Keai-sarge,  the*, 
lying  in  the  port  of  Cork,  for  the  purpose  of  enlisting  in  the  naval  8e^^^ 
vice  to  which  she  belonged.    J.  Thomas  Vesting,  of  Queenstown,  aiidtwo^ 
other  men  from  the  light-lnmse,  whose  names  I  do  not  know,  were  witk^ 
me.     We  all  went  for  the  siime  i»iupos(»,  having  pn^viously  ascertained 
that  the  officers  on  board  wcae  enlisting  men ;  this  was  widely  circulated 
throughout  Queenstown.     Wluni  I  w^nt  on  board  it  was  about  2  o'clock, 
aiul  one  ot*  the  <)!!i(*ers  told  me  I'd  be  taken  as  a  laniL^man.    The  same 
officer  told  a  i)erson,  whom  I  believe  to  be  the  boat.swaiu's  mate,  to  take 
me  before  tlu^  (h)ct^u*,  and  accordingly  I  and  the  three  other  nu^n  wen 
tiiken  iM'fore  the  doctor  of  the  ship,  were  8trii)ped,  even  our  stockingi 
taken  off,  and  passed  his  inspection.     We  left  about  4  o'clock,  promising 
to  come  aboard  at  7  o'clock  same  (»vening.    I  did  not  go  aboiuil  that 
evening,  but  retmned  at  about  7  o'clock  next  morning,  and  had  l)n»ak- 
fast,  dinner,  aiul  sui)per  on  board.    While  aboard  next  day,  seven  or 
eight  nu*n  from  Kingaskiddy,  all  Irishmen,  came  aboard,  and  told  me 
th(\v  had  passed  the  doctor.    These  men  sailed  on  board  the  vessel,  l; 
ditl  not,  as  I,  when  outside  th(»  harbor,  as  the  parties  were  asleep  below< 
8li])ped  into  the  boat  with  the  pilot,  and  came  lumie.    A  boy  iiainea 
Muri)hy,  from  (Queenstown,  also  passed  the  doctor,  and  sailed  in  the  ves- 
8(»I,  as  did  all  the  others,  with  the  exception  of  Vesling;  he  did  not  jro. 
There  were  from  one  liunibed  and  fifty  to  two  hundre<l  men  taken  oo 
board,  nearly  all  Irish.     I  saw  Mr.  Eastman,  the  Americun  consul  fiir 
Queenstown,  on  l>oard.     lie  was  in  (conversation  with  some  of  the  officers 
on  boar<l,  and  remained  for  some  time.     Mr.  Dawson,  the  agent  of  the 
consul,  was  also  on  board.    I  was  told  twelve  dollars  a  month  would  be 
the  i)ay.    After  we  passed  the  doctor  our  names  were  registered.    And 
I  make  this  solemn  declaratitm,  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be 
true,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  statute  for  the  abolition  of  oaths  and  tbe 
substitution  of  declarations  in  lieu  thereof. 

his 

"PATRICK  X  KENNEDY. 

mark. 

'^  Made  and  subscribed  before  me,  at  and  in  the  borough  of  Cork,  this  ' 
18th  day  of  November,  18G;3. 

'^  FELIX  MULLtTN, 
"  0>w  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  Borough  of  Cork\^ 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RmseU. 

Legation  of  tife  United  States, 

LondoHy  December  2, 1863. 

^Ir.  Adams,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States,  presents  his  compliments  to  the  Right  Honorable  Earl 
Kussell,  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  and 
has  the  honor  to  aclknowledge  the  reception  of  his  lonlship's  note  of  the 
30th  ultimo,  relating  to  certain  unlawful  proc4*eding8,  alleged  to  have 
taken  place  at  Queenstown,  in  the  enlistment  of  her  Mtgesty's  subjecti 
on  board  the  Kearsarge,  and  in  the  agency  of  the  consul  of  the  United 
States,  Mr.  Ea^stman,  in  that  transaction. 
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[twoald  be  a  cause  of  deep  regret  to  Mr.  Adams  if  any  just  groimds 
raid  have  been  given  by  an  officer  of  the*  United  States  to  aiiy  similar 
Bgation.  He  loses  no  time  in  assuring  his  lordship  that  he  has  taken 
mediate  measures  to  apprise  Mr.  Eastman  of  the  nature  of  the  state- 
Bt  thus  made,  and  to  obtain  the  necessary  explanations  of  the  matter 
HI  him.  In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Adams  cannot  permit  himself  to  doubt 
t  the  charge  will  prove  to  have  been  founded  in  some  misc^onception 
iie  facts  in  the  case. 

tr.  Adams  prays  Earl  Eussell  to  accept  the  assurances  of  his  highest 
nderatiou. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  7,  1864,  p.  6.] 

No.   6. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr,  Hammond, 

Admiralty,  December  9, 1863. 

B:  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty 
aid  you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Russell,  a  copy  of  a 
tr  from  Bear- Admiral  Sir  Lewis  Jones,  dated  the  7th  instant,  rela- 
te fifteen  seamen  having  been  landed  at  Queenstown  from  the  United 
es  sloop-of-war  Kearsiirge,  who  stated  that  they  had  been  shipped 
la'  port. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  ROMALN^E. 


[Inclosurc] 

Rear-Admiral  Sir  L,  Jones  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

"  Hastings,''  Qih^enstown, 

December  7,  1863. 

[R:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  their  lordship's  information,  that 
United  States  steam  corvette  Kearsarge  came  ott*  the  harbor  this 
ning,  and  shortly  .ifterwards  tifteen  seamen  were  landed  from  her 
;he  Petrel,  a  schooner  pilot-boat,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Scott  &  Co., 
chants,  of  Queenstown. 

It  api>ears  from  the  statements  of  these  men  that  they  were  shipped 
K'een  the  2d  and  5th  November  last,  while  the  Kejirsarge  was  wind- 
nd  at  this  port,  and  regularly  entered  as  i)ai-t  complemenf  of  the  ship 
uriving  at  Brest. 

.  I  would  beg  to  observe  that  Captain  Winslow,  of  the  Kearsarge,  was 
fectly  aware  of  her  Majesty's  luodamation  and  the  statute  law  on  that 
it,  as  he  had  a  copy  of  the  proclamation  in  his  possession,  and  I  had 
Kiversation  with  him  cm  the  subject,  and  he  stated  to  me  in  the  pres- 
e  of  Mr.  Eastman,  the  United  States  consul,  that  he  did  not  want 
'  men — ^he  only  wanted  a  clerk. 

.  The  men  now  landed  are  in  custody,  awaiting  the  decision  of  the 
torn-house  authorities  in  London. 

1 1  have  fiirther  to  add  that  Mr.  Eastman,  the  United  States  consul, 
1  to  me  this  morning  a  letter  he  had  received  from  Captain  AMnslow, 
Hie  Kearsarge^  stating  that  a  number  of  men  were  found  secreted  on 
vd  the  Kearaarge  aft^  his  leaving  Queenstown  on  the  5th  November, 


426  ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTKALITT. 

and  that  he  wonld  have  landed  them  at  Brest,  but  that  doing  so  wooU 
have  put  them  into  the  hands  of  the  confederate  war  steamer  Florida, 
and  he  now  sends  them  on  shore  at  Queenstown. 
I  have,  &c., 

LEWIS  JONE& 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  7,  1864,  p.  6-8.] 

No.  7. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Admibalty,  December  19,  ISffll 

SiE:  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  I  am  eommai 
by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send  you  herewith, 
the  information  of  Earl  Eussell,  a  copy  of  a  farther  letter  from 
Admiral  Sir  Lewis  JoneSy  dated  the  8th  instant,  with  copies  of  its  incl 
ores,  relating:  to  the  men  relanded  at  Quei?nstown  from  the  United  St 
ship  of  war  Kearsarge. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  a.  ROMAEfB. 


[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Eear-Admiral  Sir  L.  Jones  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

"Hastings,"  at  Queenstown, 

December  8, 1861 

Sm :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  yest<>rday's  date,  I  inclose  hert 
with,  for  their  lordshij^s'  information,  a  coi)y  of  the  letter  from^Capr" 
Winslow,  of  the  United  States  sloo^)  Kearsarge,  which  Mr. 
the  United  States  consul,  read  to  me  yesterday.    Also  a  letter 
Captain  Winslow  to  myself,  reporting  his  arrival  for  the  purpose  of 
ing  sixteen  men,  said  to  have  concealed  themselves  on  board  the 
sjirge  prior  to  that  ship's  departure  from  Queenstown  on  the  Mi 
November,  with  copies  of  the  c(Ttiflcates  of  Captain  Winslow  and 
tenant  Thornton,  executive  officer  of  the  Kearsarge,  relating  to  the 
in  question. 

2.  Since  my  letter  of  yesterday's  date  I  find  another  man  was 
which  makes  the  number  sixteen  instead  of  fifteen. 

3.  On  th£  United  States  consul  informing  me  that  he  intended  to  gi 
on  board  me  Kearsarge  to  communicate  with  Captain  Winslow,  I  » 
quested  him  to  state  to  that  officer  that  I  considered  the  manner  of  lauA 
ing  the  men  in  a  pilot-boat  without  having  previously  eommunicatfii 
with  the  authorities  of  this  place  was  irregular, 

I  am,  &c., 

LEWIS  T.  JONES. 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Captain  Wimlow^  U.  S.  N.j  to  Mr.  Uoiimtm. 

[For  this  inclosure  see  inclosure  to  dispatch  Ifo.  561,  of  Mr.  AdaBSt 
Mr.  Seward,  dated  December  22, 18G3,  post] 
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[Inclosure  No.  3.] 

Captain  Winslow  to  Rear-Admiral  Sir  L.  Jone^. 

Kearsarge,  off  Qtteenstown, 

December  7,  1863. 

Str  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  cauie-to  oif  Queenstown 
►T  the  i>uiiK)se  of  Landing  sixteen  refupfees  who  had  concealed  them- 
slves  oil  board  this  shii>,  prior  to  her  departure  from  Queenstown  on 
le  5tli  of  November. 

I  leani  here  that  an  attemi)t  has  been  made  to  magnify  this  circum- 
bance,  for  i>nri>oses  unfriendly  to  the  United  States. 

I  have  therefore  given  to  the  American  consul  my  certificate  with  a 
isipresentation  of  the  circumstances  by  the  executive  ofticter  of  this  ship, 
w£A  I  have  directed  the  consul  to  hand  you  a  copy  of  the  same. 
Very  re8i>ectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  A.  WINSLOW. 

[For  inclosures  4  and  5  to  No.  7, being  the  certificateof  Captain  Wins- 
«w  and  the  report  of  Mr.  Thornton,  his  executive  officer,  see  dispatch 
So.  553  of  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  dated  December  11,  18G3,  post.] 


Mr,  Adams  to  Jfr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

[o.  553.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London.  December  11,  1863. 

8lS:  Since  writing  my  dispatch  No.  548,  of  the  4th  instant,  I  have 

ived  a  letter  from  Mr.  Eastman,  exonerating  himself  frtmi  the 

•ges  brought  against  him  on  the  strength  of  the  depositions  refeiTed 

by  Lord  Eussell.    On  the  7th  I  addressed  a  note  to  his  lordship,  a 

of  which  is  annexed. 
laptain  Winslow  has  touched  at  Quc^enstown,  and  set  ashon»  sixteen 
1,  who  are  presumed  to  be  the  persons  referred  to  in  the  depositions. 
^c  and  Mr.  Eastman  have  sent  me  papers  explaining  the  circumstances 
itaider  .which  the^^  were  carried  away,  copies  of  which  are  transmitted. 
&  have  not  yet  sent  copies  to  Lord  liussell,  nor  have  1  r(»i)lied  to  Captiiin 

tWinsIow. 

[^  •  •  •  •  •         «      •  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

liEGATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London^  December  7, 1863. 

My  Lobd:  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  30th  November, 
nqpecting  certain  insinuations  contained  in  the  depositions  of  parties  at 
Queenstown  against  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Eastman,  the  consul  of  tbi^^ 
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United  States,  in  connection  with  a  supposed  enlistment  of  men  fd 
service  in  the  steamer  Kearsiirge,  I  take  pleasure  in  transmitting  to 
a  copy  of  what  Mr.  Eastman  writes  in  answer  to  my  inquiry. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  eonsidi 
ation  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  ol 
servant, 

CHAKLES  FRANCIS  ADAMij 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  etc.,  die,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Eastman  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Queenstownj  Cark^  December  4, 18611 

Sir:  ♦  •  •  •  •  •    " 

With  regard  to  any  connivjincc  upon  my  part  in  this  matter,  I 
truly  assert  and  declare  that  1  <lo  not  know  of  a  single  shipment  of  i 
men  on  board  of  the  vessel,  nor  of  the  hiring  or  engagement  of 
and  have  no  doubt  if  such  shipments  took  place  I  should  have  had 
information;  and  froni  the  positive  assurances  of  the  captain  and 
officers,  I  cannot  believe  that  the  captain  or  his  officers  did,  during 
stay  of  the  vessel  in  this  port,  conmiit  the  acts  represented  to  Earl " 
sell,  as  stated  in  his  communication  of  the  30th  of  November.  I 
assured,  from  the  position  of  the  captain  in  the  service,  that  you  willl 
justified  in  assuring  Earl  Russell  that  no  such  acts  as  have  been  re[ 
sented  to  him  were  committed,  and  again  would  fearlessly  state  that,i 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  am  perfectly  ignorant  of  such  allegeil  acta, 
should  not  be  so  remiss  in  my  duty  to  my  government  as  not  to  con^ 
it  to  them,  if  such  had  occurred  to  my  knowledge. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWm  G.  EASTMAJ^, 

United Stutes  CoimiL 
His  Excellency  C.  F.  Adams, 

United  States  Minister ^  London. 


Mr.  Eastman  to  Mr.  Ad^ms. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Queenstown^  Corkj  December  7, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  this  morning  the  Kearsargl 
arrived  off  this  port,  and  sent  sixteen  men  ashore  in  a  pilot-boat ;  akc 
a  letter  to  me  stating  the  fact.  I  was  so  very  much  surprised  at  sucli  I 
strange  proceeding,  that  I  immediately  took  a  boat  and  went  on  boaid 
and -demanded  of  the  captain  his  reasons  for  so  doing  in  writing,  copiei 
of  wiiich  I  herewith  inclose  to  you.  I  endeavored  to  prevail  upon  tin 
captain  to  come  in  and  anchor  and  explain,  but  it  was  of  no  use. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  G.  EASTMAN,  ., 

United  8Me9  CantA  J 
His  Excellency  C.  F.  Adams, 

United  States  Minister^  London. 
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Lieutenant  Thornton  to  Captain  Wimlow. 

United  States  Steamer  Kearsarge, 

Off  Coric  Harbor,  December  7, 18G3. 

1  beg  leave  to  state,  in  accordance  with  your  request,  that  on  or 
fat  tlie  '3d  of  November,  18()3,  several  nu^i  from  (Jneenstown  came  on 
ord  of  this  ship  as  applicants  for  enlistment  in  the  naval  service  of 
\  United  States.  In  the  absence  of  yourself,  and  of  any  definite  in- 
actions in  regard  to  such  applications,  1  told  the  men  that  if  they 
re  physically  qualified  for  enlistment  they  might  remain  on  board 
till  your  return,  when  you  would  decide.  Upon  your  return,  your  in- 
actions were  not  to  enlist  them ;  they  were  accordingly  sent  out  of 
B  ship. 

Many  applications  of  a  similar  nature  were  made,  but  their  enlistment 
i8  in  every  case  refused,  in  accordance  with  your  instructions.  During 
e  time  we  were  at  anchor  tlie  ship  was  surrounded  by  boats  filled  with 
desiring  to  enlist.  Orders  were  given,  and  executed,  not  to  allow 
alongside.    On  the  evening  of  the  5th  this  was  the  case  until  after 


Wfk^  and  until  the  ship  was  under  way.    Tlie  ship  went  to  sea  on  the 
Svung  of  the  5th  November.    It  was  storming  and  blowing  hard. 
accordance  with  the  usual  custom  of  the  sliip,  and  with  the  necx*s- 
of  the  case,  (as  I  thought,)  b(»fore  tripinng  the  anchor  all  strangers 
ordered  out  of  the  ship.    The  master-at-arms,  with  the  shii)'s  cor- 
and  others  of  the  police  force,  (executed  the  order,  finding  men 
ed  awaj'  in  the  hold,  in  the  carpenter's  locker,  and  elsewhere.   These 
were  put  out  of  the  ship,  in  some  cases  by  force.    As  soon  as  the 
was  reported  cleared,  the  anchor  was  tripped,  and  the  shii)  went  to 

|yn  the  next  day  several  men  were  discovered  who  were  strangers  in 
lb  ship.  These  men,  probably  with  the  connivance  of  the  crew,  had 
in  so  securely  concealed  as  to  elude  the  vigihmce.  of  the  [)olice  force. 
foon  receiving  this  information  you  decided  to  land  these  men  at  Brest, 
j^ther  you  were  bound.  The  men  were  siMit  out  of  the  ship  at  Brest, 
I  accordance  wi4h  this  determination,  but  pleading  destitution  they  re- 
ined, and  were  permitted  to  remain  on  board  until  this  morning,  when 
ity  were  landed  in  Queenstown  by  the  pilot-boat  Petrel. 
1  would  add  that  the  names  of  these  men,  upon  their  return  to  the 
Up  while  in.  Brest  harbor,  were  i)la(!(Ml  ui)on  the  ship's  books,  for  the 
mrpose  of  their  support  and  comfoit,  they  being  otherwise  utterly  des- 
tote. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  THOKNTON, 
Lieutenant  Commander  U.  S,  X,  and  Executive  Officer, 

Captain  John  A.  Winslow,  (tc,  d-c,  cfcc. 


Statement  of  Captain  Winslow, 

United  States  Steam  Sloop  Ke^vksauge, 

Off  Queenatotcyij  December  7, 1863. 

I  certify  that  the  United  States  steam  sloop  Kearsarge  amoved  in 
^eenstown  on  the  night  of  the  2d  of  November,  1803,  and  that  on  the 
Mowing  day  1  left  the  ship  for  Cork.  On  my  return  to  Queenstown, 
iBifioiiipaiiied  by  the  American  consul,  I  called  upon  the  admiral  in ^^A^m.- 


430  ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY. 

maud,  and  in  course  of  conversation  reference  vf&A  made  to  a  paiagn 
in  the  papers,  that  the  Kearsarge  had  ^  come  in  for  the  purpoee  of 
listing  men,  when  I  informed  the  admiral  that  I  had  received  no 
from  the  executive  officer  of  the  Kearsarge  that  many  persona  bad 
plied  to  be  shipped,  and  in  response  I  had  directed  him  to  notify  all 
sons  that  no  eidistments  would  be  made,  and  instructions  were  give 
accordance. 

On  the  night  of  the  5th  of  November,  1863,  while  blowing  he 
with  thick  rainy  weather,  the  Kearsarge  went  to  sea.  On  the  follo' 
day  report  was  made  to  me  that  several  men  had  been  discovere 
board,  and  investigation  showed  that  they  had  concealed  themselvt 
the  ship  duiing  the  thick  and  rainy  weather  of  the  day  or  night  prev 
and  disguised  in  this  way  proceeded  in  the  ship,  hoping  to  be  euli 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  after  she  got  to  sea.  The  Kean 
was  on  important  duty,  watching  the  Florida  at  Breast,  and  it  was,  t 
fore,  imi)racticable  to  return  the  men  to  Queenstown  immtMhatel; 
directed  the  men  to  be  held  at  Brest,  in  apprehension,  if  they 
turned  ashore,  they  would  join  the  Florida,  resolving  as  soon  at 
Kearsarge  left  Brest  again  to  put  them  ashore  at  Cork. 

The  Kearsarge  left  Brest  again  on  the  5th  of  December,  1863,  an 
accordance  with  my  resolution,  I  have  this  day  sent  sixteen  men  » 
in  the  pilot-boat  Petrel,  with  a  list  of  their  names  as  given  to  the  li 
ican  consul. 

JOHN  A.  \^^[NSLOW,  Captc 


[From  BriUflh  Blue  Book,  "North  America,*'  No.  7,  1864,  p.  8.] 

No.  8. 

Mr.  Hammond  to  Mr,  Waddington. 

FoBKiON  Office,  December  12,  li 

Sib  :  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Eussell  to  transmit  to  yon  herewi 
be  laid  before'  Secretary  Sir  George  Grey,  copies  of  papers  as  mi 
in  the  margin*  respecting  the  enlistment  at  Queenstown  of  va 
British  subjects  to  serve  on  board  the  United  States  steam  ves 
war  the  Kearsarge. 

The  law  oilicers  are  of  opinion  that  the  men  who  so  enliq|ed  on  ^ 
the  Kearsarge  should  be  prosecuted  under  the  foreign  eulistmeu) 
and  Lord  Kussell  dh'ects  me  to  say  that  he  is  of  opinion  that 
prosecution  should  be  instituted  a^  soon  as  sufficient  evidence  is  coll 
to  sustain  it. 

I  am,  &c., 

E.  HAMMO: 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  7, 1864,  p.  10.] 

No.  11. 
Mr.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Whitehall,  December  16, 1 

SiE :  I  have  laid  before  Secretary  Sir  George  Grey  your  letter  < 
12th  instant,  and  its  inclosures,  respecting  Sie  enlistment  at  Q 

*  IncloeureB  are  preyiouslj  printed* 
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of  British  sabjects  to  serve  on  board  the  TJnited  States  steam  vessel 
the  Kearsar^ ;  and  I  am  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of 
Russell,  that  the  pajjers  have  been  forwarded  to  the  lord  lieuten- 
of  Ireland,  in  order  that  his  excellency  may,  if  he  sees  no  objection, 
the  necessary  directions  for  the  prosecution  of  the  men  so  enlisted  . 

the  foreign  enlistment  act,  in  accordance  with  the  opinion  of  the 
officers  of  the  Crown  in  this  country. 
I  am,  &c., 

n.  A.  BRUCE. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America/'  No.  7,  1804,  p.  10.] 

No.  13. 

Mr.  Hammond  to  Mr,  Bruce. 

Foreign  Office,  Decemher  17, 1863. 

Sib  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  12tli  inst.iiit,  I  am  directed 
Earl  Russell  to  transmit  to  you,  to  be  laid  before  Sc»cr(»tary  Sir  George 
'j  a  copy  of  a  further  note  from  Mr.  Adams,*  inclosing  a  copy  of  a 
p  from  the  captain  of  the  United  States  steamer  Kearsarge,  respect- 
8bg  the  seamen  embarked  on  board  that  vessel  at  Queenstown. 
I  am,  &c., 

E.  HAMMOND. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Sexcard. 

Ko.  561.]  Legation  of  tiie  United  States, 

London^  Decemher  i>2,  1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  coi)ies  of  my  not(*  to  Lord  lUissell 

the  14th,  and  of  his  repli(.»s  of  the  lOth  and  17th  instant,  resx)ecting 

allegation  q^  enlistments  on  board  the  Kearsarge  at  Qneenstown. 

ID  the  tone  of  his  lordshii)  I  am  led  to  infer  the  government  is  not 

[together  satisrted  with  the  replies  givcMi  by  the  consul  and  Connnander 

^inslow  5  if  so,  it  is  not  uidikely  that  the  comi)laint  may  \w  transferred 

Washington.     I  have  for  that  reason  abstained  I'nnn  entering  into 

questi^  here  any  further  than  is  necessary  to  state  the  views  of  the 

jtive  oflftcers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

CllAKLES  FRA^X1S  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russelh 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  December  14,  1863. 

3f  Y  LOBD :  In  reference  to  the  note  of  the  30th  of  November,  which  I 
i.had  the  honor  to  receive  from  you,  respecting  certain  allegations  made 
agunst  the  commander  of  the  steamer  Kearsarge,  I  now  transmit  the 

*  8e«  iucloBure  iireviously  priuted. 
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copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  the  consul  by  that  officer.    It  would  ap] 
from  this  that  he  disavows  all  intention  of  violating  the  laws  of 
kingdom  in  enlisting  men  for  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
ever  may  have  been  done  of  the  kind  seems  to  have  been  carried 
without  his  knowledge;  and,  when  he  discovered  it,  he  took  proi 
measures  to  n^ctify  the  error  by  returning  to  port  and  lauding  the 

I  beg  leave  to  add,  that  I  have  transmitted  copies  of  all  the  pa] 
connected  with  this  subject  for  the  ccmsideration  of  my  government 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consi^ 
ation  witii  whicli  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  ol 
servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAM& 

Right  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  etc.,  <fcc.,  ttc. 


Captain  Winslotc,  U,  S,  jVI,  to  Mr.  Eastman. 

U.  S.  S.  Keaksakge,  at  Sea,  December  7, 1863b 

Sir  :  A  party  of  men,  either  by  connivance  of  the  crew  or  othe 
were  concealed  on  board  this  vessel  on  the  night  of  her  departure 
Queenstown,  the  5th  ultimo.     These  men,  I  learn,  were  in  expects 
of  being  eulistcMl  iu  the  service  of  the  United  States  after  the 
sarge  had  proceeded  to  sea,  but  found  their  mist^ike. 

To  have  turned  them  ashore  at  Brest  would  have  been  to  oi)en  to  thcfl! 
the  temptation  to  enlist  on  board  the  Florida.  I  therefore  determinel 
to  leave  them  at  Queenstown  as  soon  as  it  wa«  practicable.  You  will 
please  notify  Admiral  Jones  that  I  informed  him  that  no  enlistnientl 
would  be  made  at  Queenstown.  I  have  therefore  sent  on  shore  this 
party,  that  no  charge  of  subteifuge  may  be  alleged  in  the  premises. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  A.    WINSLOW. 

E.  6.  Eastman,  Esq., 

United  States  Co7isul,  Queenstoicn. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams.  • 

Foreign  Office,  December  16, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  th< 
7th  instant,  inclosing  an  extract  of  a  letter  dated  the  ith  instant,  from 
Mr.  Eastman,  tlie  United  States  consul  at  Cork,  stating  that  he  did  doI 
know  of  a  single  shiiunent  of  seamen  on  board  the  Uiiite<l  States 
steamer  Kearsarge,  nor  of  the  hiring  or  engagement  of  any,  and  that  he 
had  no  doubt,  if  any  such  shipments  had  taken  place,  he  should  hare 
had  some  information  of  it ;  and  further,  from  the  positive  assurance  rf 
the  captain  and  his  officers,  he  cannot  believe  that  the  captain  or  hii 
officers  did,  during  the  stay  of  the  vessel  at  Queenstown,  commit  tie 
acts  represented  to  her  Majesty's  government  which  form^  the  snigeet 
of  my  letter  to  you  of  the  3()th  of  November,  namely,  the  enlistment  if  j 
men  to  serv^e  on  board  the  Kearsarge. 

With  reference  to  this  statement,  I  think  it  right  to  inform  yoi 
a  rei>ort,  dated  December  7th,  has  been  received  by  the  board  of  afl* 
ralty^  from  the  port  admiral  at  Queenstown,  stating  that  the  KeuWP 
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red  off  the  harbor  in  the  morning,  and  shortly  afterward  fifteen 
vere  landed  firom  her  in  a  pilot-boat. .  These  seamen  stated  that 
■e  shipped  between  the  2d  and  5th  of  November  last,  while  the 
^  was  wind-bound  at  Queenstown,  and  that  they  were  regularly 
\a  part  complement  of  the  ship  on  arriving  at  Brest, 
ears,  further,  from  the  admiral's  report,  that  the  commander  of 
"sarge  was  i)erfectly  aware  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation,  and  of 
ite  law  bearing  on  the  point,  and  had  a  copy  of  the  proclamation 
ssession;  and  that  he  had  stated  to  the  admiral,  in  the  presence 
Inited  States  consul,  that  he  did  not  want  any  men,  and  only 
I  clerk. 

Imiral  adds,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  the  United  States 
It,  Eastman,  read  to  him  a  letter  which  he  had  received  from 
lin  of  the  Kearsarge,  saying  that  a  number  of  men  were  found 
on  board  that  vessel  after  her  departure  from  Queenstown,  on 
•f  Noveiliber,  and  that  he  would  have  landed  them  at  Brest,  but 
ig  so  would  have  put  them  into  the  hands  of  the  confederate 
^mer  Florida,  and  that  he  now  sent  them  on  shore  at  Queens- 

screpancies  between  the  statements  which  I  have  thus  recited, 
with  the  statements  set  forth  in  my  letter  of  the  30th  Novem- 
.  those  which  have  been  transmitted  to  you  by  the  United 
>nsul  at  Queenstown,  will  not  fail  to  attract  your  attention,  and 
>tless  suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  making  still  further  inquiry 
ir  own  consul  as  to  the  part  taken  by  him  in  the  enlistment  of 
in. 

the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 
.ES  Fbangis  Adams,  Esq.,  dke.,  dkc,  &c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

FoBEiGN  Office,  December  17, 1863. 

have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
bant,  respecting  the  seamen  embarked  on  board  the  United 
eaiAer  Kearsarge  at  Queenstown. 

the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 
.ES  Fbangis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.^  c&o.,  &c. 


Mr.  F.  W,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Depabtment  of  State, 

Washington^  December  26, 1863. 

Tour  dispatch  of  December  4  fNo.  548)  has  been  received, 
witb  the  correspondence  which  nas  taken  place  between  Earl 
ind  yourself,  concerning  an  alleged  violation  of  the  foreign 
it  law  of  Chreat  Britain  by  the  commander  of  the  United  States 
(^  Kearsarge  at  Queenstown,  in  concert  with  the  United  States 
ih$t  place.    Your  reply  to  Earl  Eussell  is  approved. 
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You  will  imiuediately  investigate  the  charge  against  both  these  offi- 
cers, and  will  conimiinicate  the  result  to  this  department.  If  you  find 
the  charge  sustained  against  the  consul,  you  will,  without  waiting  fur- 
ther instnietion,  dismiss  him  from  his  office,  and  make  a  temiHiraiy 
appointment  in  his  place. 

You  will  assure  Earl  Eussell  that,  if  the  charge  shall  be  sustained 
against  the  commander  of  the  Kearsarge,  he  will  be  promptly  relieved] 
of  his  command,  and  other  satisfactory  amends  will  be  ottered  to  her. 
Majesty's  government. 

it  would  seem  proper  that  you  should  express  to  Earl  Russell 
desire  to  be  furnished  with  such  i)roof^  as  he  may  have,  in  addition 
those  contained  in  the  affidavits  of  which  you  have  been  furnished  ly| 
him  with  copies. 

You  will  inform  Earl  Russell  that  his  comx>laint  against  the  co* 
mander  of  the  Kearsarge  has  been  submitted  to  the  Navy  Departni 
and  that  the  Secretary  thereof  will  at  once  call  upon  the  commander 
an  answer  thereto,  without  awaiting  the  report  of  your  investigation 
the  subject. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD,  Acting  Secretarjf. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  d-c,  cfc,  dec. 


Mr,  F,  W,  Scicard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  794.]  Depart>ient  of  State, 

Washingtony  Decefnber  20, 1863L 

Sir:  Referring  to  instruction  No.  791,  of  the  26th  instant,  I  incloflei^ 
copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  12th  instant,  No.  70,  from  the  consul  at  CorL^ 
in  regard  to  the  alleged  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  of  GrMri 
Britain  in  the  case  of  the  Kearsarge,  and  which  was  received  subseqaeot  1 
to  the  writing  of  No.  791.  ! 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  Secretarf. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  etc.,  c£t.,  etc. 


Mr.  Eantman  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  70.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Queenstoirny  Corl',  December  12, 18fii 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  7th  instant  the  Fnitrf  j 
States  steamer  Kearsarge  called  oil"  this  harbor  and  sent  asliore  rixteeij 
men  in  a  pilot-boat,  with  a  note  to  me.  I  returned  on  board  the 
sarge  in  the  pilot-boat,  saw  the  captain,  and  from  him  I  obtained  a  rtdJ^j 
ment,  a  copy  of  which  I  inch)8e.  These  men,  it  seems,  stowed  themfldijjj 
Away  on  board  the  Kearsarge,  while  in  this  poi-L  in  hopes  to  be  Bhr""*^ 
when  at  sea,  instead  of  which  the  captain  took  tnem  to  Breat^sent 
ashore,  and  then  I'etook  them  on  board  and  enlisted  tiiem  in  the  i 
of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  three  years,  as  I  nnderetesd. 

It  seems  then  he  feared  he  had  done  wrong,  and,  afraid  of  tndi^- 
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le  got  up  steam,  came  across  here  and  put  tlie^e  men  ashore,  with 

y  any  explanations. 

1  liave  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient*servant, 

EDWIN  G.  EASTMAN. 
I.  William  H.' Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

e  inclosed  statements  of  Captain  Wiuslow  and  Lieutenant  Thoni- 
■e  printed  with  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  553, 
uber  11,  1803,  ante.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

01.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  January  5,  18G4. 

J:  I  have  to  acknow^ledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  11th  of 
mber,  No,  553,  and  in  this  connection  I  take  leave  to  refer  to  your 
ious  dispatch,  No.  ^'^j  and  U)  my  reply  thereto.  No.  791.  All  of 
;  papers  relate  to  Earl  Russell's  complaint  that  the  commandant  of 
Jnited  States  steamer  Kearsarge,  Captain  Winslow,  had  enlisted 
en  in  the  port  of  Queenstown,  and  that  Mr.  Eastman,  the  L^nited 
3S  consul  for  Cork,  resident  at  Qu(»enstown,  was  an  accomplice  in 
alfair.  Your  dispatch  tirst  above  mentioned  gives  the  consul's  pos- 
denial  of  the  charge,  so  far  a^s  it  concerns  himself,  and  his  denial 
I  information  and  belief  of  the  charge  against  Captain  Winslow. 
same  dispatch  is  accompained  by  a  copy  of  ])apers,  which  Avere 
id  in  your  hands  by  Captain  Winslow,  in  which  the  charge,  a«  it 
ts  himself,  is  denied,  and  proofs  are  given  sustaining  that  denial, 
le  same  dispatch  informs  me  that  you  have  already  submitted  the 
ul-8  denial  to  Earl  Kussell,  but  that  you  had  not  at  that  time  laid 
re  hira  the  papers  furnished  to  you  by  Captain  Winslow. 
will  be  borne  in  mind  that  in  my  dispatch  No.  701 1  authorized  you 
ivestigate  the  charges,  and  to  report  thereupon  to  this  department, 
le  same  time  empowering  you  to  dismiss  the  consul  i)eremptorily,  if 
should  find  him  guilty  of  the  ott'ense  alleged  against  him.  In  the 
*  paper  I  authorized  you  to  inform  his  lordship  that  I  should  request 
3ecret«i\v  of  the  Navy  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  facts,  w  ithout 
ing  for  the  result  of  your  investigation.  1  further  emjwwer  you  to 
from  Earl  liussell  any  proofs  he  might  be  able  to  furnish  in  support 
le  charge. 

aviug  thus  described  the  condition  of  the  case,  I  have  now  to  say: 
t  in  regard  to  the  consul,  that  if  no  facts  (controverting  his  denial 
I  have  come  to  your  knowledge,* it  seems  to  be  that  his  innocence  is 
blished,  and  that  I  hope  that  it  may  appear  in  the  same  favorable 
b  to  her  Majesty's  government. 

)cond,  in  regard  to  Captain  Winslow,  that  unless  you  have  discov- 
.  or  been  put  in  iwssession  of  facts  controverting  his  denial  and 
ifa,  that  you  will  say  to  liis  lordship  that  it  seems  to  this  govern- 
t  that  Captain  W^inslow  has  not  intentionally  or  knowingly  violated 
anti-enlistment  laws  of  Great  Britain,  althougli  there  is  reason  to 
eve  that,  without  his  knowledge,  some  irregularity  in  that  respect 
i  practiced  by  some  of  the  petty  othcers  and  seamen  on  boanl  his 
Id,  which  was  corrected  as  far  as  possible  when  it  was  discovered 
liim.    It  is  not  proposed,  however,  to  decide  definitely  this  point, 
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without  awaiting  a  report  of  your  investigation,  as  well  as  the  result  of 
the  inquiry  which  has  been  ordered  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Finally,  you  will  assure  Earl  Russell  that  this  government,  in  the  fur- 
ther prosecution  of  the  case,  will  not  fail  to  vindicate  its  resiKJct  for  tbA 
laws  of  Great  Britain,  and  for  the  laws  of  nations.  * 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Feanois  Adams,  Esq.,  cCc,  cfec,  etc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adam^, 


Ko.  804.] 


Department  of  State, 

WaMngtarij  January  6, 1864. 

Sir:  Since  the  instruction  to  you  of  yesterday,  No.  801,  on  the  sob- 1 
ject  of  the  alleged  enlistments  for  the  Kearsarge  at  Queenstowu  waij 
prepared,  the  letter  of  that  date,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  has 
received  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy.  The  only  two  of  the  acco»] 
panying  papers,  transcripts  of  which  were  not  already  in  your 
sion,  are  also  herewith  transmitted.  It  is  presumed  that  you  may  now^ 
be  enabled  to  present  the  case  to  the  British  government  in  a  shai>e  thift 
may  satisfy  it  that  the  men  found  on  board  the  Kearsarge  were  not 
enlisted  at  Queenstown;  that  they  secreted  themselves  in  the  ve*sd 
without  the  knowledge  of  Captain  Winslow;  and  that  they  were  re- 
turned to  the  place  whence  they  came  within  a  reasonable  time  afttf 
their  presence  was  discovered. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£c,  dcj  &c. 


Mr.  Welles  to  Mr,  Seward, 

I 

Navy  Department, 

Wa^hingtOHj  January  6, 186i 

Sir  :  On  the  29th  ultimo  I  had  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  inclosing  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  AdaDi 
in  reference  to  an  alleged  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  of 
Great  Britain  by  the  commander  of  the  United  States  steamer  Kear 
sarge,  and  to  statue  that  Captain  Winslow  had  been  call^  upon  for  a 
report  on  the  subject,  as  nothing  relative  to  it  had  been  received  tm 
him.    Since  then  a  report  from  him,  dated  December  11^  has  reached 
the  department,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  trausmit  it  and  its  incloanrei^ 
herewith,  for  your  perusal,  and  for  such  use  as  you  may  think  proper  to 
make  of  their  contents. 
The  return  of  the  report,  and  the  papers  accompanying  it,  is  requested 
Very  respectfully, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  ike  Xatf. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 

P.  S. — ^Any  further  report  that  inay  be  received  from  Oapteis  TW*^j 
low  shall  be  communicated  to  you. 
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Captain  Winsloic  to  Mr.  Welles. 

tK  17.]  United  States  Steamer  Kearsarge, 

Brest,  France  December  11,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  inform  you  that,  during  the  last  cruise  of 
le  Kearsarge  from  this  port,  I  took  the  opportunity  of  lauding  at 
ueenstown  sixteen  refugees  who  seereted  themselves  on  board  of  this 
88sel  prior  to  her  departure  from  that  port  on  the  5th  ultimo. 
The  lU'companying  papers  afford  all  information  of  the  character  of 
lat  act,  with  the  correspondence  which  followed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  A.  WINSLOW,  Captain. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  C 

Hjetter  of  Captain  Winslow  to  Mr.  Eastman  of  December  7, 1863,  is 
Kmted  with  dispatch  No.  561  of  Mr.  Adams,  ante.] 

[The  inclosed  certificate  of  Captain  Winslow  will  be  found  printed 
rnih  dispatch  No.  553  of  Mr.  Adams,  ante.] 


Captain  Winslow  to  Rear-Admiral  Jones. 

United  States  Steamer  Kearsarge, 

Off  Queenstoicn,  December  7,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  came  to,  off  Queenstown, 
brthe  purj)ose  of  landing  sixteen  refugees  who  had  concealed  them- 
idves  on  board  this  ship  prior  to  her  departure  from  Queenstown,  on 
ibe  5th  of  November.  I  learn  here  that  an  attempt  has  been  maile  to 
Hagnify  this  circumstance  for  purposes  untriendly  to  the  United  States. 
[  have,  therefore,  given  to  the  American  consul  my  certificate,  with  a 
■presentation  oi  the  circumstances  by  the  executive  officer  of  this  ship, 
ttBd  I  have  directed  the  consul  to  hand  you  a  copy  of  the  same. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHIJ^^  A.  WINSLOW,  Captain. 

Bear- Admiral  Sir  Lewis  T.  Jones, 

Com^dg  H.  M.  Naval  forces,  Coast  of  Ireland. 

[The  statement  of  Lieutenant  Thornton  will  be  found  printed  with 
di^tch  !No.  553  of  Mr.  Adams,  ante.] 


Captain  Winslow  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Steamer  Kearsarge, 

Brest,  France,  December  11,  1863. 

8lB:  Yonr  letter,  with  inclosed  memorandum,  is  at  hand.  I  have  just 
Jtamed  ftom  a  cruise  of  reconnoissance  up  the  channel,  and  while  off 
j5*^  landed  sixteen  men,  who  had  secreted  themselves  on  board  the 
^oarsarge  some  time  prior  to  her  departure  from  Queenstown,  on  the  3d 

I  learned  from  the  consul  at  Queenstown  of  the  seiziure  of  tM^  9i/e\>\)^ 
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secession  agents  to  make  capital  of,  and  left  with  him  ori^nals  of  tbe 
inclosed  letters,  which  will  alibrd  you  all  information  in  the  preini-ses. 

1  would  beg  leave  to  say,  that  so  far  as  my  aetion  is  concerned  in  this 
case,  I  was  so  particular  as  even  to  send  ashore  an  American  st^amai 
(Boston  born,)  lest  it  might  be  said  that  I  had  not  dealt  faithfully. 

I  should  be  pleased  to  receive  3'our  views  in  consideration  of  tliis  soIk 
ject,  Avith  any  information  relating. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  tliat  the  daily  papers  could  not  publish  the  fact^ 
and  disclose  the  plot  of  se<;ession  agents  to  prejudice  the  i>ublic  mini 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resi>ectfullv,  your  obedient  serAaut,  ' 

JOHN* A.  WINSLOW,  Captnm. 

Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

Unv,  Ext  and  Mln.  Plen,  of  the  U.  a9.,  London^ 

or  John  Bigeloic^  Esq.,  United  States  Consul y  Paris, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No.  571.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  January  14,  186L 

Sir:  Dispatches  from  the  department,  numbered  from  791  to  795, ii 

elusive,  have  been  received  at  this  legation. 

•  •  •  •  • 

With  regard  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Eastman,  refened  to  in  your  No.  79 
of  the  2Gth,  and  No.  794,  of  the  29th  of  December,  I  have  concludtHlt 
postpone  action  upon  the  subject  uutil  I  can  learn  whether  Lord  Ra 
sell  has  actually  made  any  representaticm  through  Lord  Lyons.  1  (1 
not  find  in  the  depositions  of  tlie  enlisted  men,  so  far  as  they  have  bee 
published,  anything  seriously  implicating  Mr.  Eastman;  neither  do 
believe  that  lie  was  really  concerned  in  the  affair.  *  •  •  Command 
Winslow's  subsequent  proceedings  and  disavowal  of  all  e\il  inteutio 
would  seem  to  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  any  requisition  of  the  Britis 
government.  •  *  *  ♦  • 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FRANCIS  ADAMa 
Hon.  William  U.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adanis. 

No.  819.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  January  18, 18W» 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  the  22d  ultimo,  No.  561,  wkkl; 
relates  to  the  alleged  enlistments  on  the  Kearsarge.  It  is  not  e«Vf|j 
discover  the  i)oints  of  dilierence  between  the  consul's  statemente  ijjj 
the  opposing  ones  to  which  Earl  Ilussell  refers.  I  cau,  therefore,  ojjj 
renew  the  instruction  authorizing  you  to  investigate  the  mattaTf  H^j 
remove  the  consul,  if  he  has  olfended,  rei)orting  the  whole  ca«e  to  wt 
.     I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAll  H.  SBWAKR 

Charles  Fbai^cis  Ai>a:sis^  Esq.^  <£c.,  dDc,  <£o. 


I 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

84.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  January  28,  18G4. 

t:  I  have  to  su3kiiowie(lge  the  reeoptiou  of  dispatches  from  the  de- 
aent  numbering  from  801  to  811,  inchisive. 

these,  Nos.  801  and  804  relate  to  the  alleged  enlistment  of  British 
«ts  in  the  Kearsarge.  They  direct  me  to  reopen  the  subject  of  the 
ttct  of  Mr.  Eastman  and  Commander  Winslow,  as  if  it  were  still 
J  a  matter  of  remonstrance  by  the  British  government.  I  do  not 
rstand  this  to  be  the  Ciise.  Since  my  note  to  Lord  Russell,  of  the 
December,  reporting  the  reply  of  Commander  Winslow,  I  havx^  per- 
d  no  indication  of  any  disposition  t^  dwell  further  on  the  matter, 
es  not  appear  that  any  representation  has  been  made  through  Lord 
IS  to  you  at  Washington.  To  renew  the  questi(m  under  such  cir- 
itances  woiild  seem  rather  to  imply  uneasiness  in  the  strength  of 
M>sition,  and  over  earnestness  in  satisfying  unreasonable  complaints. 
re  for  these  reasons  concluded  to  defer  any  action  under  th(»se  in- 
tions  until  either  Ij<ml  Russelbshall  take  some  new  step  in  the  mat- 
»r  else  you,  after  becoming  fully  possessed  of  the  case,  as  it  now 
Is,  shall,  nevertheless,  still  incline  to  have  me  take  the  prescribed 

^  •  •  •  •  •  • 

lave  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  serv^ant, 

CHAliLES  FliA:N^CIS  ADA3IS. 
MX.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams, 

[Extract.] 

^.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  13,  18G4. 

R:  Your  dispatch  of  January  28,  ;n^o.  581,  has  been  received. 
m  are  very  right  in  leaving  the  com[>laiut  about  the  Kearsarge  at 
since  the  British  government  have  given  no  further  indications  of 
►ntent  with  the  ground  upon  which  you  have  placed  it.  The  Presi-* 
's  view  in  regard  to  it  is,  that  Ave  should  remove,  so  far  i\s  is  possi- 
ivery  plausible  ground  of  complaint  of  violation  of  British  neutrality 
by  our  agentii,  while  we  claim  and  insist  upon  the  enforcement  of 
e  laws  against  our  enemies  in  preat  Britain  and  her  .produces, 
instructions  must  always  be  based  upon  the  understanding  wo  have 
-ct«  at  the  time  the  dispatches  leave  this  depai-tment.  On  the  other 
1,  the  whole  aspect  Jof  a  case  existing  abroad  is  often  changed  with- 
Dur  knowledge,  before  instructions  from  this  place  are  received,  and, 
«d,  sometimes  before  they  are  written.  In  all  cases  you  could 
Hy  overdniw  upon  the  confidence  of  the  department  in  yoiu*  wisdom 

discretion. 

•  •  •  •  *  •  '      • 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W^ILLIAM  H.  SEWAEB. 

Sha&lbs  Fbancis  Adams,  &c.,  &c.^  c£*c. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  607.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Landon^  March  3, 1 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  tbe  reception  of  dispatches  from  1 
partment  numbered  from  841  to  846,  inclusive. 

In  re8i)ect  to  No.  843,  of  the  13th  of  the  same  month,  I  transm: 
with  a  copy  of  the  Times,  of  yesterday,  containing  a  report  of  the 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  in  which  the  complaint  about  the  Kearsai 
introduced  by  Lord  Clanricarde.  I  infer  from  Lord  KusselPs  reii 
the  letter  of  Commander  Winslow  was  construed  as  putting  au  en 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant^ 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADi 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  debate  referred  to  see  Pai'liamentary  and  Judicial  Ap 
No.  12.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

No.  620.]  Legation  of  the  United  States 

London,  March  18, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  Cork  Daily  Re 
containing  the  proceedings  in  the  crown  court  in  the  case  of  tl 
who  were  received  in  the  steamer  Kearsarge  at  Queenstown. 

The  elaborate  effort  of  the  prosecuting  officer,  aided  by  the  pr 
judge,  to  discourage  the  emigration  to  .^Snerica  by  the  use  of  tl 
extraordinary  misrepresentations,  is  one  of  the  marked  features 
transaction.  Inasmuch  as  the  parties  pleaded  guilty,  the  ca^e  wai 
brought  to  a  conclusion.  The  next  step  will  l^  to  try  persons  ol 
more  influence,  who  will  be  aided  by  the  active  sympathy  of  frien 
associates  to  escape  a  verdict.  I  have  little  expectation  of  a 
verdict  in  their  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADA 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  report  of  trial  referred  to  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  i 
dix,  No.  13.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

N'o.  880.]  Department  op  State, 

Washingtouy  Marek  21, 1 

Sir  :  I  have  your  private  and  confidential  note  of  the  4th  of  1 
in  which  you  give  me  a  statement  of  the  conversatioiia  yoa  hav* 
with  Earl  Russell  in  regard  to  affairs  in  Ireland. 
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^ou  may  assure  him  that  this  goverument  neither  authorizes  nor 
^proves,  nor  even  knows  of  any  proceedings  for  recruiting  in  that 
^untry.  At  the  same  time  it  is  but  just  to  say  that  recruiting  in  our 
••^^incipal  cities  within  the  last  six  months  has  been,  and  that  it  still  is, 
^^laay  active,  and  that  this  activity  is  stimulated  by  rewards  to  i)ersons 
•"lo  engage  in  that  branch  of  the  public  service.  It  is  not  impossible, 
kllfaongh  we  have  no  evidence,  and  indeed  no  intimation  of  the  fact, 
Mm  persons  may  have  extended  their  labors  in  that  direction  among  the 
Onigrating  population  of  Ireland.  If  this  were  true,  it  would  be  an 
hction  to  be  regretted  and  condemned.  But  in  the  absence  of  any 
feMXwIedge  on  our  part  that  anybody  has  gone  to  Europe,  or  is  engaged 
in  so  unlawful  a  business,  it  does  not  seem  ea^sy  for  us  to  meet  the 
by  any  direct  elibrts  from  this  place.    You  are  hereby  authorized 

your  discretion  to  address  a  circulai*  letter  to  the  consuls  in  Ireland, 
iting  them  to  refrain  from,  and  to  caution  other  American  agents 
Igainst,  countenancing  any  violation  of  the  enlistment  laws  of  Great 
Iritaiu,  and  to  report  directly  to  this  department  any  cases  of  such 
riolation  that  may  occur. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  etc.,  cfcc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

Ho.  893.]  Department  of  State, 

WaHhington^  April  4,  1864. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  March  18,  No.  G20,  has  been  received.    While 

government  finds  no  just  cause  for  objection  to  the  proceedings 

dnst  the  ])ersons  who  attempted  to  enlist  on  board  the  Kearsarge  at 

in  violation  of  the  wishes  and  the  policy  of  the  United  States,  it 

ittititle<)  to  claim  that  the  i>ending  ])rosecutions  against  British  sub- 

who  are  engaged  in  forming  naval  expeditions  against  onr  country 

British  ports  shall  be  conducted  with  energy  and  dispatch. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  rfrc,  d-e.,  &c. 


Mr,  Adani8  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

S"©.  644.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  8,  1864. 

8iE:  On  the  Slst  of  March  Lord  Russell  addressed  to  me  a  note 
^^overing  a  newspaper  report  of  the  trial  of  the  men  alleged  to  have  be-en 
filiated  on  the  steamer  Kearsarge,  and  asking  me  if  I  had  any  explana- 
Nitons  to  make  in  regard  to  the  same.  Recollecting  his  lordship^s  having 
•Bid  to  me,  before  the  adjournment  of  Parliament  for  the  Easter  holidays, 
^hithe  should,  in  connection  with  the  observations  of  Lord  Chuiiicarde 
^the  House  of  Lords,  like  to  have  such  explanations,  I  drew  up  a  paper 
^  Ihe  subject  on  the  2d  instant,  which  I  sent  to  him  at  once.   He  appears 
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to  have  had  recourse  to  it  in  the  del)ate  tliat  took  place  on  Tnew\ay,tta| 
5th.  Copies  of  all  the  i)apers  aixi  herewith  transmitted.  It  is  iiitimatei| 
by  Lord  Knss(»ll  in  his  speech  that  tb(^  correspondence  is  not  closwl. 

In  the  midst  of  these  questions  Cai)tain  Winslow  tliou|^ht  pioiiertij 
send  notice  to  ^Ir.  Morse,  the  consul  here,  that  h(^  desired  to  come  up 
Lond(m  to  make  some  n^pairs.    Mr.  Morse  had  barely  time  to  apiwii 
me  of  this  intention,  before  learning  that  he  was  actually  here  and! 
the  Victoria  docks.     Under  these  circumstances  I  wrote  as  soon  jw 
sible  a  note  to  Lord  Russell,  frankly  stfiting  the  facts,  and  awkiiig 
requisite  jM^'mission.    It  certainly  Avas  not  an  opportune  piece  of  ii 
mation  to  him.     The  consequence  was,  a  reply,  not  over^acions, 
plaining  of  Captain  Winsh)w-s  conduct  in  other  respt^ts,  and  oinitti 
all  notice*  of  the  iH»rmission  asked  for.     I  immediately  made  a  rejoin^ 
and  considering  his  note  as  e([uivalent  to  a  refiLsal,  I  notified  himthttj 
should  direct  Captain  Winslow  to  leave  forthwith.     Copies  of  all 
pai)ers  are  transmitted. 

1  learn  this  morning,  that  the  Kearsage  left  yestenlay,  havinjr 
pleted  all  necessary  repairs,  before  the  reception  by  the  captain  of 

notice. 

•  *  •  •'•  •  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

^  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAM& 
Hon.  WILLLV3I  n.  Sewaud, 

Secretary  of  State, 

[For  debate  refened  to  see  Parliamentarv  and  Judicial  Api)endiXi 
No.  1 7. J 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  3/arc/i  31, 1864 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  bring  to  your  notice  an  account,  taken  fM 
a  newsi)aper,  of  what  passed  at  the  trial  before  Mr.  Justice  Keogh,  of  til 
British  subjects  indicted  for  having  taken  ser\ice  in  the  United  Statu 
ship  Kcarsarge,  at  Queenstown,  in  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  foreJfi 
enlistment  act ;  and,  with  reference  to  the  correspondence  which  ini 
passed  between  us,  1  have  the  honor  to  recpiest  that  you  will  iuformHt 
whether  you  have  any  explanations  to  otter  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  youv  laxd 
obetlient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL 

Chares  Francis  Ada;ms,  Esq.,  etc.,  etc.,  cfcc. 

[For  report  of  trial  refeiTcd  to  see  Parlianientiiiy  and  Judicial  Appet- 
dix,  No.  i;j.] 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  2, 186i 
My  Lord  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the3Wrf' 
March,  bringing  to  my  notice  an  account  taken  fipoin  a  nevspspffrf^ 
what  passed  at  the  trial  before  Mr.  JusMce  Keogh,  of  the  Britiah  8ttl8«*/^ 
indicted  for  taking  8er\'ice  in  the  United  States  ship  Keaaugtj^' 
Queenstown,  and  further  requesting  me  to  iiilbrm  you  vhether  I  taW 
any  explanation  to  offer  on  the  subject. 
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1  very  happy  to  seize  the  opportunitj'  thus  offered  to  me  to  state 
cts  connected  with  that  case,  so  tar  as  tlu'y  have  been  submitted 
examination. 

first,  it  jsrives  me  j2:reat  satisfaction  to  a])prise  your  lordship  tliat 
f  ago  as  the  20th  of  December  last  my  government,  on  the  receipt 
first  intelligence  of  your  note  to  me  of  tlie  3()th  of  November, 
sod  to  me  instructions  immediately  to  investigate  the  charges 
t  both  of  the  otticx^rs  refeiTcd  to  in  that  note,  an(l  if  I  found  it  sus- 
against  the  consul,  Mr.  Eastman,  to  dismiss  him  at  once  without 
X  for  further  directions;  and  ^\ith  resi>ect  to  the  commander  of  the 
irge,  in  case  he  was  found  to  have  been  guilty,  I  was  directed  to 
^  your  lordshi])  that  he  would  be  ])romptly  relieved  of  his  com- 
and  other  satisfactory  amends  would  be  ottered  to  her  Majesty's 
inent. 

St  that  this  statement  will  serve  to  convince  your  lordship  that,  so 
ny  government  is  concerned,  it  has  no  disposition  to  tolerate  any 
its  officers  which  shall  be  shown  to  have  been  done  in  contraven- 
tlie  laws  of  this  kingdom. 

reason  why  I  have  not  acted  under  these  instnictions  has  been 
have  thus  far  seen  no  evidence  to  Justify  me  in  doubting  the  state- 
f  the  consul,  Mr.  Eastman,  made  to  nu%  that  he  had  no  pait  what- 
the  matter.  The  first  intelligence  he  ap])ears  to  have  had  of  the 
eiiig  actually  on  board  the  vess(»l  was  by  a  letter  ftYun  Captain 
>\v,  n»ference  to  which  is  made  in  the  hotter  of  Rear- Admiral  Jones, 
7tli  of  December.  The  only  testinu)ny  atfecting  him  is  that  of 
V  Kennedy,  merely  to  the  effect  that  he  saw  him  on  board  thfe 
irge,  in  couveif^ation  with  some  of  the  officers.  Mr.  Eastman  had 
nforined  me  that  he  did  go  on  board  to  s(*e  the  cai)tain ;  that  he 
that  he  had  gone  ashore ;  that  he  did  not  go  below,  but  stood 
«iug  with  the  first  lieutenant  a  little  while  on  a  subject  having  no 
a  whatever  to  enlistments,  and  that  he  soon  returned  to  land. 
;  your  lordship  Avill  agree  with  me  in  the  ojunion  that  th(^  mere  fact 
ig  on  board  the  Kearsarge  would  not  justify  me  in  sus]>ecting  the 
of  being  privy  to  an  unlawful  act,  in  the  face  of  his  iwsitive 
to  the  contrary. 

li  regard  to  his  denial  of  the  charge  against  Captain  Winslow,  it 
ious  that  he  could  have  made  it  only  upon  such  iufonnation  as  he 
ossessiHl,  and  his  own  ])ers(n)al  belief  at  the  time  that  it  was  cor- 
Even  were  it  admitted  that  he  had'been  mistaken  in  this  averment, 
I  not  at  all  follow  that  his  affirmation  respecting  himself  is  in  any 
i])eached. 

ing  thus  no  evidence  whatever  in  my  haiuls,  coming  either  from 
rsons  alleged  to  have  been  enlisted,  or  from  any  otlier  source,  to 
Mr.  Eastman's  knowledge  or  ])arti(;ii)ation  in  the  acts  charged,  no 
*emed  to  exist  to  justify  me  in  pursuing  any  investigation.  At  the 
ime  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  add  that  I  have  been  directed  to  commu- 
to  your  lordship  the  desire  of  my  government  that  I  may  be 
bed  with  any  such  additional  ])roofs  as  rtiay  b(^  in  yoiu*  possession 
lay  be  deemed  to  be  material,  should  it  still  be  the  wish  of  her 
ky'«  government  that  the  matter  should  be  further  pursued. 
«gard  to  the  action  of  the  officers  of  the  Kearsarge,  Avho  appear  to 
Derally  involved,  by  the  language  of  Mr.  Justice  Keogh,  in  the 
ion  of  being  parties  to  a  violation  of  the  enlistment  aet,  the  facts, 
aig  I  have  been  able  to  a^scertain  them,  are  these  : 
ppears  that  one  Jameii  Haley,  a  native  of  Ireland,  but  now  in  the 
8  of  the  United  States  as  a  petty  ofiicer  on  board  the  Keare^^ 
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on  or  about  the  2d  of  November  went  ashore  to  visit  his  relat 
Eingafikiddy.  While  at  this  place  there  is  reason  to  believe 
suggested  to  several  men  whom  he  met  the  probability  that  the] 
get  employment  on  board  the  steamer.  There  is  no  evidence 
himself  promised  them  any,  nor  that  he  had  any  authority  wha 
do  so  if  he  did.  In  point  of  fact,  he  could  have  had  none.  To  the 
thus  defined,  it  would  seem  as  if  he  might  have  made  himself  1 
having  violated  the  spirit  if  not  the  letter  of  her  Majesty's  laws 

The  announcement  thus  made  and  soon  spread  abroad  prod 
immediate  effect  among  the  population  in  the  vicinity,  the  eou^i 
of  which  was  that  a  number  of  men,  variously  e^timatea  at  from  ( 
dred  and  fifty  to  three  hundred,  went  out  to  the  ship  eagerly  se 
be  employed.  A  few  of  these,  being  the  immediate  townsmen  c 
Haley  aforesaid,  appear  to  have  been  presented  to  officer  Tlio 
applicants  for  enlistment,  who,  in  the  absence  of  the  commandei 
any  definite  instructions,  gave  them  reason  to  suppose  that  tlu 
be  engaged.  They  were  therefore  subjected  to  the  usual  exan 
subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  captain  on  his  return.  To  th 
here  specified  officer  Thornton  api>ears  to  have  made  himself 
having  violated  the  spirit  if  not  the  letter  of  her  Majesty's  lav 
proper  in  his  case  to  add  that  he  avers  he  was  not  aware,  at  t 
of  the  pro\i8ions  of  that  law. 

On  the  return  of  the  captain  to  his  vessel  he  was  consulted  i 
to  what  had  been  done,  and  immediately  gave  orders  not  only 
the  enlistments,  but  to  clear  the  ship  of  all  the  men  who  had  co 
further,  to  forbid  the  numerous  boats  that  were  crowding  aroun 
coming  alongside.  The  orders  were  executed  not  without  couj 
difficulty,  from  the  desire  of  the  men  to  stay,  and  the  vessel  sai 

On  the  next  da}',  however,  it  was  discovered  that  several  inei 
pally  the  neighbors  and  townsmen  of  James  Haley,  of  Ringaski 
succeeded  in  escaping  detection  and  were  still  on  board.  Th 
l>eople  had  been  concealed  with  the  connivance  of  some  i>erso 
sons  belonging  to  the  crew  of  the  Kearsiirge,  and  in  the  hope 
mately  retaining  them,  there  can  be  little  doubt.  But  there  is  i 
to  suppose  that  the  commander  had  any  knowledge  of  or  share  i: 
learning  the  fact,  his  first  decision  wa^  to  put  them  ashore  at  fi 
port  to  which  he  was  going.  This  was  actually  don^.  But  on  a  i 
oration  of  the  destitute  condition  in  wiiich  they  would  be  left,  ai 
probability  that  they  might  be  driven  to  have  recourse  to  enlis 
the  vessel  formerly  known  to  your  lortlship  as  the  Oreto,  and 
Florida,  which  has  been  notoriously  fitted  out  from  a  British  j 
filled  with  British  subjects,  for  months  past  carrying  on  war  ag: 
United  States,  he  determined  to  take  them  on  board  once  moi 
return  to  Queenstown  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  them  in  i 
their  own  homes.    This  was  accordingly  carried  out. 

The  conclusion  to  which  I  arrives!  from  an  examination  of  t 
as  they  have  been  recited  is,  that  no  evidence  is  brought  foi 
show  that  Captain  Winslow  ever  gave  any  authority  to  enlu 
these  people  in  Queenstown  or  elsewhere.  On  the  contrary,  h 
any  such  proceeding  so  soon  as  he  knew  it  was  contemplated;  a 
he  found  that  his  onlers  had  been  evaded  he  took  the  only  hh 
his  power  to  repair  the  wrong  by  promptly  restoring  the  ind 
concerned  to  the  condition  from  which  they  had  been  taken. 

I  am  not,  however,  disiK)sed  to  doubt  that  among  aome  of  til 
stitnting  the  crew  of  the  Kearsarge  there  may  have  been  a  c 
keep  these  men,  with  a  hope  that  they  might  ultimately  be  su 
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ir  places  on  board.  But  I  have  no  reason  to»8uppose  that  this 
3rated  upon  a  single  one  of  the  principal  officers  of  the  ship, 
ng  that  it  was  not  the  purpose  to  pursue  these  investigations 
an  was  necessary  fully  to  sustain  the  majesty  of  the  British 
e  rested  quiet  in  the  conviction  that  the  clearly  proved  absenco 
ition  on  the  part  of  my  government,  or  of  any  of  its  responsi- 
,  to  commit  an  offense  in  the  present  instance,  had  most  con- 
flfected  that  object.  It  however,  it  should  turn  out  that  addi- 
sures  would  be  agreeable  to  her  Majesty's  government,  I  shall 
»  be  informed  of  the  fact  by  your  lordship,  as  well  as  to  receive 
1  further  proofs  that  may  be  in  its  possession,  in  order  to  ena- 
irrive  at  a  more  complete  and  satisfactory'  result, 
nean  time  I  am  instructed  to  inform  your  lordship  that  my 
it,  in  this  as  in  any  other  case  that  may  occur,  will  not  fail  to 
its  respect  for  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  and  for  the  law  of 

onr  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 

CHAELE8  FRANCIS  ADAMS, 
on.  Earl  Kussell,  cfcc,  cfcc,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  March  31,  1864. 

D :  I  learn  from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  this  place 
nation  has  been  made  to  him  by  the  commander  of  the  United 
imer  Kearsarge  to  obtain  an  entry  into  the  Victoria  docks  for 
e  of  effecting  some  necessary  repairs  to  the  boilers  of  the  ves- 
tie  steamer  is  rei)oi'ted  to  have  actually  arrived  shortly  after 
I  lose  no  time  in  soliciting  of  her  Majesty's  government  per- 
p  her  to  remain  here  for  the  period  that  may  be  necessary  to 
he  repairs. 

our  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
which  I  haiye  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &c. 

CHAKLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

on.  Earl  Eussell,  c£*c.,  dc,  &c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  4, 1864. 

lave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
March  requesting  permission  lor  the  United  States  ship  Kear- 
imain  in  the  Victoria  dock  for  the  purpose  of  eftecting  some 
her  boilers. 

as  her  Mtgesty's  government  are  to  extend  hospitality  to 
^ar  of  the  United  States,  her  Majesty's  government  cannot  but 
that  the  Kearsarge  has  now  for  a  considerable  period  been 
.  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  her  M$\jesty's  coasts  under 
ices  which  render  it  impossible  to  doubt  that  that  vessel  has 
:  the  British  channel  as  a  station  or  place  of  resort  for  warlike 
md  Ixet  Miyestiy's  government  have  been  informed  that  the 
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Kearsarii^e  came  x\p  the  river  and  went  into  the  Victoria  docks 
your  application  was  made.  Considering  the  orders  issued  1 
MajCvSty  for  the  preservation  of  a  strict  neutrality  in  the  contest  in 
America,  her  Majesty's  government  feel  themselves  entitled  to  cu 
tliat,  before  .asking  for  i)ermis8ion,  the  Kearsarge  has  proceeded  i 
in  the  Victoria  dock. 

I  hav(»  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yoi 
obedient  servant, 

EUSS 

Charles  Francis  Ada3is,  Esq.,  etc.,  etc.,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Adania  to  Earl  Russell. 

LEaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATE?? 

London^  April  15, 

My  Lorb  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  y<i 
of  the  4th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  31st  of  March,  req 
permission  for  the  United  States  sf;teamer  Kearsarge  to  remaii 
Victoria  dock  for  the  purpose  of  eti'ecting  some  repairs. 

1  cannot  deny  the  i)recipitate  action  of  Captafn  Wiuslow  in  coi 
to  London  before  ])ermission  had  been  obtained  for  him.  I  shal 
with  notify  him  of  your  lordship's  remonstrance,  and  shall  direi^t 
depjirt  at  once  \\ithout  waiting  to  complete  his  ix^pairs. 

If  Captain  Winslow  has  been  engaged  for  a  considerable  p 
cruising  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  her  Majesty's  coasts,  i 
the  British  channel  as  a  station  or  place  of  resort  for  warlike  pi 
as  your  lordship  is  pleased  to  intimate,  I  would  respectfully  ca 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  duty  has  been  in  a  measure  imiwsed 
by  the  circumstance  that  a  war  vessel  belonging  to  her  Majesty's ; 
ment  has  been  suifered  to  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  enemies  of  the 
States,  to  escape  from  this  coast  with  the  privity  and  conniv 
some  of  the  officers  of  her  Majesty's  dock-yard,  and  to  take  refi 
I>ort  on  the  other  side  of  the  channel,  where  efforts  are  certain 
ing,  with  the  aid  of  supplies  and  men  furnished  from  this  side,  Xi 
to  carry  on  hostilities  against  the  peoi)le  of  the  United  Sbites. 
under  such  circumstances,  if  my  government,  instead  of  dei>en(] 
her  Majesty's  authority  to  take  a(;tive  measures  to*intercej>t  that 
which  would  be  scarcely  an  unreasonable  expectation,  has  endeav 
accomplish  that  task  with  its  own  forces,  I  trust  it  might  at  h 
permitted  to  hope  that  no  reastmable  facilities  would  be  denied 
accomplishment  of  its  puri)ose,  especially  when  the  denial  would 
cally  secure  the  safe  Jiccomplishment  of  the  nefaricms  enteri)rise. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  coi 
tion  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  o 
serA'ant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADJ 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  rf-c,  etc.,  cfec. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Captain  Winslotv. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Jjotidonj  AprU  6, 1 

Sir  :  I  regret  to  be  compelled  to  inform  you  that  her  Miyealiy* 
emment,  iu  reply  to  my  application  for  permission  to  the  KBaittH 
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main  here  for  the  completion  of  some  repairs,  has  taken  exception  to 
m  sudden  manner  in  which  the  vessel  has  been  broupfht  here  and  i>nt  into 
lek,  before  notice  ^ven  or  any  discretion  exercised  about  allowing 
■6  tor  an  answer.  I  am  obliged  to  admit  tliat  there  lias  been  an  omis- 
m  of  courtesy  in  this  respect  which  is  embarrassing. 
There  has  been  also  some  disposition  to  object  to  your  use  of  the  har- 
ffs  on  tliis  side  as  a  base  of  hostilities,  which  I  (k\sire  to  mention  for 
e  sake  of  putting  you  on  your  guard  against  giving  causes  ot*  otlense. 
As  I  do  not  understand  his  hn'dshij)  as  giving  the  permission  asked 
r,  I  regret  to  be  constrained  to  recpiest  you  to  proceed  to  sea  without 
lay,  whether  the  repairs  be  completed  or  not. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CIIAKLES  FHANCIS  ADAMS. 

Captain  John  A.  Winslow,  XJ.  S.  X., 

U.  S.  S.  Kearsargej  London, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

•  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  8,  1804. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  a  suggesticm  made  in  your  private  TU)te  of 
le  21st  of  March,  I  have  addressed  to  the  four  consuls  in  Ireland  a 

rirate  circular,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted. 

•  •*'«  «  «  «  « 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

'  CHAKLES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  II.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Private  Circular.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  5,  18C4. 

Sir  :  Inasmuch  as  it  appears  likely  that  the  ]}resent  season  may  be 
fked  by  a  great  de^iire  on  the  i)art  ol'  numbers  of  people  in  Ireland  to 
transferred  to  the  United  States,  I  have  been  authorized  in  advance 
enjoin  ujwn  you  a  course  of  unusual  caution  in  any  relations  you  may 
ve  with  such  persons;  to  retrain  from  all  words  or  act^  which  may, 
en  in  the  most  indirect  way,  be  misconstrued  as  couniviiig  at  a  vioLi- 
m  of  the  laws  of  this  kiug<lom,  and  especially  the  enlistment  law. 
lis  advice  in  not  prompted  by  any  facts  which  have  come  to  the  no- 
se of  this  legation,  showing  tendencies  in  this  direction  anywhere 
a»tofore.  On  the  contrary,  no  just  cause  of  complaint  has  yet  been 
x>iight  to  my  notice.  It  is  only  in  view  ot*  circumstances  which  have 
mviuced  me  of  the  fact  that  certain  agents  of  the  rebels  and  their 
lends  in  this  kingdom  are  on  the  watch  willfully  to  magnify  causes  of 
iiference  between  the  United  States  aud  this  government,  in  the  hope 
f  gaining  some  helj)*  to  their  waning  cause,  that  1  have  ventured  to 
*iut  out  to  you  the  exi>ediency  of  extraordiuaiy  precaution  in  order  to 
lttapi)oint  all  such  calculations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CIIAELES  FltxiNCIS  ADAMS. 

^  6.  Eastman,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul^  Cork. 


1 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Setcard.  \ 

[Extracts.] 

No.  658.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Landofij  ApHl  14, 186i 

Sm :  Since  my  No.  644,  of  the  8th  of  April,  I  have  received  two  notei 
from  Lord  Russell,  both  dated  the  9th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  al- 
leged enlistments  by  the  commander  of  the  Kearsarge  at  Qaeenstovi» 
To  these  notes  I  replied  on  the  11th,  and  received  an  a<*kDowledgroeit^, 
from  his  lordship  on  the  13th  instant.    Copies  of  this  later  portion  of  (M 
correspondence  are  herewith  transmitted. 

It  is,  however,  quite  plain  to  me  that  there  was  some  connivance  • 
board  of  that  ship  in  the  scheme  of  enlisting  these  Irishmen.  I  p»- 
sume  that  it  was  mainly  the  act  of  Haley,  the  Irish  petty  officer.  Bat 
the  case  appears  to  have  been  now  carried  to  such  a  point  as  to  render 
an  investigation  necessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  Stnte. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adafns. 

Foreign  Office,  April  9, 1864 

SiE :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant^  ii 
answer  to  the  letter  in  which  I  requested  you  to  inform  me  whether  yot! 
had  any  explantions  to  offer  with  regard  to  the  British  subjects  wfci  ■ 
were  indicted  for  taking  service  in  the  United  States  ship  Kearsargei    i 

In  reply  to  your  letter,  I  have  only  to  regret  that  officers  Thomtai. 
and  Haley,  who  appear  clearly  to  have  violated  the  municipal  lavd! 
this  countT>>  which  they  were  bound  to  have  made  themselves  acqaalntrf 
with,  should  still  be  retained  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  air,  yoarinoik' 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  etc.,  <fec. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  9, 1864 

Sir  :  I  transmit  to  you  herewith  extracts  from  a  deposition  of  oiB; 
Daniel  O'Connell,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  he  was  examined  tti 
sworn  before  or  with  the  knowledge  of  officers  of  the  United  States  Mf. 
of  war  Kearsarge,  and  furnished  with  the  uniform  of  a  United  SMtf* 
sailor. 

I  know  not  how  these  circumstances,  occurring  on  board  a  ship  of  ^ . 
can  have  taken  place  without  the  knowledge  of  the  captain  of  the  idsmE  ; 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  siTi  jcioiw^i 
obedient,  humble  servant,  \ 

BUBSSIiL 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <&o.,  c0o.,  c0o. 
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[Extracts  from  declaration  by  Daniel  O'Connell.] 

'A  man  that  was,  I  believe,  a  doctor,  examined  me,  bein^  stripped, 
[  told  me  I  was  fit  for  service.  I  then  went  forward,  and  the  ship 
ad  next  day. 

One  of  the  officers  of  the  ship  took  me  (with  eight  or  nine  of  the  men 
»  had  come  on  board  at  Queenstown)  on  shore  at  Brest  in  a  boat, 
when  the  boat  had  jnst  touched  the  beach,  the  officer  said :  ^  Any 
ou  that  wish  can  go  on  shore,  but  if  you  wish  you  can  enter  on 
rd  the  ship.'  All  the  men  said  *  they  would  enter,'  upon  which  the 
!i  returned  to  the  Kearsarge,  and  we  were  all  sworn  to  enter  the 
bed  States  navy  for  three  years,  at  twelve  dollars  per  month  each,  and 
names  were  entered  in  the  ship's  books,  and  we  were  provided  with 
ship's  uniform." 


Mr.  Adorns  to  JSarl  Rmsell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  11, 1864. 

T  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  two 
«  from  your  lordship,  both  dated  the  9th  instant.  One  of  these 
«  expresses  regret  that  officers  Thornton  and  Haley,  of  the  United 
:es  steamer  Kearsarge,  who,  in  your  view,  appear  clearly  to  have 
ftted  the  municipal  law  of  this  country,  should  still  be  retained  in  the 
ice  of  the  United  States. 

lie  other  transmits  to  me  extracts  from  a  deposition  of  one  Daniel 
>nnel],  in  further  support  of  an  inference  that  the  captain  of  the 
rsarge  must  have  known  of  the  enlistment  of  the  Irishmen  at  Queens- 
II. 

would  resi)ectftilly  call  your  attention  to  the  manner  in  which  this. 
!it  testimony  affects  that  which  has  been  published  heretofore.  Ed- 
i  Lynch,  in  deposition  taken  on  the  16th  of  November  last,  affirms. 
.  he  went  on  board  the  Kearsarge  in  company  with  the  said  Daniel 
onnell,  and  that  he  saw  the  boatswain  ship  the  said  O'Counell  at 
enstown  after  he  had  passed  the  usual  inspection.  Tliis  was  on  or 
at  the  3d  of  November.  He  admits  that  the  captain  was  not  on 
pd,  but  that  he  heard  the  commander  say  to  the  boatswain :  "  111 
'e  them  in  charge  to  you  now."  This  is  all  the  evidence  that  appears 
joy  degree  to  implicate  the  first  officer,  here  called  the  commander, 
Thornton,  in  the  charge  of  enlistment  within  this  kingdom, 
at  Daniel  O'Connell  himself  on  his  side  changes  the  whole  scene  of 
transaction*  He  avers  in  the  extract  you  have  been  pleased  to  fur- 
1  to  me  that  the  enlistment  took  place  when  one  of  the  officers,  whom 
loes  not  name,  and  who  was  not  likely  to  have  been  Thornton,  took 
lit  or  ten  of  the  men  in  a  boat  for  the  pur|)ose  of  landing  them  at 
)8t|in  France.  This  must  have  been  at  the  time  when  Captain  Wins- 
r  affirms  that  he  ordered  them  so  to  be  landed  for  the  puri)ose  of  get- 
t  rid  of  them.  It  would  seem  that  this  officer,  instead  of  obeying 
ten,  then  offered  to  them  the  chance  of  landing,  or  else  of  enlisting, 
oa  whidi  they  aU  chose  the  latter,  returned  to  the  vesseL  and  were 
B&  enlisted.  This  enlistment  was  then  made  in  a  port  of  France. 
U  necessarily  follows,  from  this  exposition,  that  if  (yConnell  were 
listed  at  Queenstown,  as  Edward  Lynch  affirms,  there  was^no  enlist- 
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ment  of  Mm  at  Brest,  as  O'Connell  himself  avers.  If,  on  the  otlierli 
O^CoiiDell  is  right,  that  he  was  enlisted  by  an  officer  in  a  boat  at  I 
then  it  is  clear  that  there  wa«  no  enlistment  of  him  at  Queeustuv 
officer  Thornton,  as  alleged  by  Lynch.  Two  successive  enliHtmei 
the  same  man,  at  about  tlie  same  time,  are  not  necessar}'  or  caste 
in  any  service.  On  the  other  hand,  officer  Thornton  himself  deuie; 
he  ever  enlisted  anybody.  He  affirms  that  he  expressed  himself  v 
to  accept  the  men  at  Queenstowu  if  the  captain  on  his  retuni  from 
should  approve  of  the  proceeding;  but  the  captain  did  not  approv 
nothing  more  was  done  about  it  by  him. 

If  the  officer  who  had  charge  of  the  boat  to  place  the  men  on 
at  Brest,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  captain,  took  the  respootj 
of  then  and  there  enlisting  and  returning  them  to  the  ship,  it  u 
that  he  must  have  been  acting  directly  in  the  face  of  his  authority 
furthermore,  that  he  wa«  immediately  disavowed  by  his  princii 
the  steamer  was  forthwith  ordered  to  leave  Brest,  and  make  a 
course  back  to  Queenstown,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  get  rid  o 
very  men,  who  are  said  to  have  been  enlisted  for  three  years.  Tl 
tradiction  is  too  apparent  and  palpable  to  permit  of  further  doub 
the  character  of  the  testimony.  On  the  other  hand.  Captain  Vi 
himself  says  that  when  he  found,  after  leaving  Queenstown,  that  tl 
who,  against  hisorders  to  clear  them  out  of  the  vessel,  were  still  on 
having  been  sexjreted  there.he  decided  upon  landing  them  at  h 
stopping  place  at  Brest.  Tliey  were  landed  accordingly;  but 
reconsideration  of  their  destitute  condition  and  of  the  danger  c 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  insurgents,  notoriously  without  s> 
about  enlisting  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  other  nat 
determined  to  take  them  on  board  again,  for  the  purpase  of  ret 
them  to  Queenstown,  which  was  accordingly  done  with  promptii 
dispatch. 

I  am  constrained  to  believe  this  account  to  be  altogether  the  most  i 
ent  and  credible.  The  others  conflict  with  each  other,  and  with 
bility,  so  strongly  that  I  trust  I  may  be  pardoned  for  withdraw 
little  credit  I  have  been  heretofore  disposed  to  give  them. 

The  only  remaining  piece  of  circumstantial  evidence  to  sust 
idea  of  enlistment  is  the  admitted  fact  of  the  men  having  bc^sn 
whilst  dressed  in  the  clothing  of  seamen  in  the  United  States 
Tliat  such  clothing  was  given  out  to  them  probably  with  the  com 
of  the  petty  officer  whose  agency  first  induced  them  to  come  or 
is  ver^'  certain.  That  it  was  not  taken  away  fhim  them  is  allege 
solely  owing  to  the  fact  that  their  own  clothing  was,  in  every  i 
unfit  for  them  to  appear  in  decently  on  board.  During  the  p< 
their  stay  they  were  rated  on  the  ship's  books,  to  make  the  » 
regular,  and  when  they  left  it  was  deemed  more  proper  to  let  the 
the  dress  they  had  already  worn  for  some  time.  Had  it  been  t 
that  this  liberality  would  be  urged  by  your  lordship  as  a  proof  o 
enlistment,  nothing  would  have  been  more  easy  to  obviate  the  so 
than  to  return  them,  in  rags,  as  they  came. 

I  aiu  not.  however,  disposed  to  withdraw  my  former  admission 
the  original  proceedings  there  is  evidence  of  some  connivance  on  t 
of  one  or  more  of  the  petty  officers  of  the  Eearsarge  in  the  ende 
enlist  these  men  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  That  t 
officer,  Thornton,  had  any  intention  of  the  kind  I  am  oonstrainei 
seriously  to  doubt.  I  do  not  regard  myself  as  possessed  of  antiu 
direct  a  pursuit  of  the  investigation  on  this  side  of  the  Afbutk 
understanding  it  from  your  lordship's  note  to  be  the  wish  of  her  Hi 
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Mnment  that  fiirihcr  measures  shonld  be  taken  to  ascertain  the  pre- 
nature  of  the  action  of  the  suspected  parties,  and  that  they  should 
ifdted  with  a  suitable  penalty,  if  found  guilty,  I  shall  do  myself  the 
>r  to  communicate  your  wish  for  the  consideration  of  my  government, 
not  doubt  that  the  proper  authority  will  direct  further  proO/Cedings 
e  had  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  precise  truth,  and  to  give  just  satis- ^ 
ion  to  your  lordship  in  case  of  the  proof  of  any  offense, 
pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  conside- 
)Q  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
ant 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

ight  Hon.  Earl  Ritbsell,  ^t.,  dtcj  Ac, 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  13, 1864. 

[r:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowle<lge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
1  instant,  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  the  officers  of  the  United 
es  steamer  Kearsarge,  in  regard  to  the  enlistment  of  British  subjects 
lervice  on  board  that  ve^ssel. 

iiave  the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
lient,  humble  servant,  RX7SSELL. 

lARLES  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dtc,  ^*c,  d^ 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Setcard, 

B67.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  April  22,  1804. 

B :  In  relation  to  the  suggestion  made  in  your  dispatch  ^Xo.  893)  of 
Ith  of  April,  I  have  already  anticipated  it  in  a  note  aadressed  to 
[  Russell  on  the  16th  instant,  based  on  the  depositions  of  twenty- 
persons  enlisted  by  the  rebel  agents,  furnished  to  me  by  Mr.  Morse. 
16  papers  are  so  voluminous  that  copies  will  not  be  ready  for  this 
l's  steamer.  They  will  be  sent  next  week,  in  company  with  my  note. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS, 
on.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 

*or  note  to  Lord  RusseU,  above  referred  to,  see  dispatch  firom  Mr. 
ma  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  672,  April  28, 1864,  printed  under  «« Rebel 
isers,"  subdivision  ^^The  Rappahannock,"  |K^f.J 


[From  the  British  Bine  Book,  <<  North  America,''  No.  17, 1864,  p.  36-7.] 

No-IL 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. 

Washinoton,  May  3, 1864. 

It  Lord  :  The  number  of  British  subjects  who  are  serving  in  the 
ited  States  Army  and  Navy  is  very  considerable;  and  complaints  are 
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constantly  made  to  me  of  the  practices  by  which  the  enlistment  of  many 
of  them  has  been  effected.  I  may  say,  indeed,  that  the  mo»t  laboriooi 
and  most  painful  and  unsatisfactory  part  of  the  duties  which  hst  l 
devolved  ui)on  this  legation,  since  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war.  ii  j  .t^ 
connected  with  these  complaints.  No  pains  have  been  spared  by  her  jv  :• 
Mt^jesty's  consuls  and  myself  in  investigating  them,  and  every  effort  hai  j. -^ 
been  made  by  us  to  obtain  redress  for  those  which  have  appeared  to  hi  •!. 
well  founded.  In  few  cases,  however,  have  our  efforts  produoed  aif  v  •>- 
satisfactory  results.  .< 

In  point  of  form,  indeed,  there  is  little  to  complain  of.    The  rerw*  f  .■ 
strances  addressed  by  me  to  the  Secretary  of  State  are  duly  ackuoil' 
edged  and  transmitted  to  the  War  or  the  Navy  Department  Hi 
department  orders  an  investigation.    Tlie  recruiting  agents  or  othr 
officers  contradict  the  statements  made  by  the  comi)lainants,  and  ifBit 
that  the  enlistments  were  voluntary,  lawful,  and  correct  in  all  partiadan 
I  do  my  best  to  elicit  the  truth,  and  to  obtain  evidence.    A  coiitrovnail  |>-** 
correspondence  between  the  United  States  government  and  me  ensMi 
From  the  nature  of  the  case  there  can  seldom  be  any  evidence,  exeqft 
that  of  the  recruiting  officers,  on  one  side,  and  the  men  enlisted  on  Ai 
other ;  and  commonly  the  United  States  government  gives  credence, If 
preference,  to  its  own  officers,  and  retains  the  recruits  in  its  service. 

Nor,  indeed,  is  it  by  any  means  easy  for  me  to  satisfy  myself  a«  totk 
justness  of  the  individual  complaints  that  come  before  me.    There  ii 
no  doubt  that  some  of  the  persons  who  apply  to  me  are  not  entitled  to 
British  protection,  that  some  of  them  have  enlisted  voluntarily,  that  mm 
have  even  been  in  collusion  with  recruiting  agents,  and  have  eDlistel 
with  the  intention  of  secui-iug  the  bounties,  and  then  obtaining  thwr 
discharge  by  addressing  this  legation  as  British  subjects.    To  distifr 
guish  between  cases  of  this  kind,  and  those  in  which  the  com])laints  an 
well  founded,  is  difficult  in  individual  instances^  and  it  is  still  moredifr 
cult  to  otam  evidence  sufficiently  conclusive  to  induce  the  United  StaUl 
authorities  to  release  a  recruit.    But  that  fraud,  violence,  and  all  kiidi 
of  viUainy  have  been  very  generally  resoited  to  by  brokers  and  recmit^ 
ing  agentSL  in  order  to  possess  themselves  of  the  immense  boimties  giva 
by  the  Fedieral  and  State  government^)  for  recruits,  is  absolutely  certain  , 

It  is  particularly  in  the  city  of  New  York  that  these  iniquitous  practieei  ^ 
have  been  prevalent.  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  to  voir 
lordship  a  copy,  taken  from  a  newspaper,  of  a  report  made  by  msj/t 
General  Dix,  the  military  commandant  at  New  York,  to  the  chairman  U 
the  judiciary  committee  of  the  senate  of  the  State,  to  which  are  appended 
extracts  from  a  repoi-t  made  by  the  general  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
I  will  give  some  of  the  statements  of  the  general  in  his  own  words: 

"  Almost  every  imaginable  fonn  of  outrage  and  deception  has  bc« 
developed  in  the  cases  in  which  Mr.  Clapp  was  agent  for  the  payment  cf 
bounties.  ♦  ♦  ♦  In  some  cases  boys  have  been  seduced  from  their  bomei 
to  secure  their  enlistment.  In  others  men  have  been  drugged,  and  en- 
listed while  unconscious.  ♦  ♦  •  In  short  there  is  no  artifice  or  fraud  which 
has  not  been  resorted  to  in  carrying  out  this  system  of  pillage.  •  *  * 
Old  men  and  boys,  and  persons  laboring  under  incurable  diseases,  were 
in  numerous  instances  thrust  into  the  service  under  this  system  of  pub- 
lic plunder,  alike  fraudulent  to  the  recruits  and  the  government  •  •  * 
Tlie  enormous  sum  of  $400,000  has  been  plundered  by  the  brokers.  •  •  • 
The  outrages  practiced  on  recruits  are  too  uiyust  to  be  borne,  and  is 
some  cases  too  loathsome  to  l>e  detailed.  Boys  have  been  seduced  fivD 
their  families,  drugged,  and  then  enlisted.    Two  were  so  sadly  dxuggd 
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died— one  on  his  arrival  at  Bikers  Island,  and  the  other  on  the 
day.'' 

Doreover  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yonr  lordship  a  copy,  taken 
rspaper,  of  a  letter  addressed  to  General  Dix  by  General  Wis- 
following  are  extracts  from  it : 

seems  to  be  little  doubt  that  many — in  fact,  I  think  I  am  jus- 
lying  the  most — of  these  unfortunate  men  were  either  deceived 
ped,  or  both,  in  the  most  scandalous  and  inhuman  manner  in 
City,  where  they  were  drugged  and  carried  off  to  New  Hamp- 
3onuecticut,  mustered  in,  and  uniformed  before  their  conscious- 
ally  restored.  ♦  ♦  •  Nearly  all  are  foreigners,  mostly  sail- 
gnorant  of  and  indifferent  to  the  objects  of  war  in  which  they 
enly  And  themselves  involved.  •  ♦  ♦  Two  men  were  shot  here 
ng  for  desertion,  and  over  thirty  more  are  now  awaiting  trial 
on." 

Dix  concludes  his  report  by  saying  that  stringent  measures 
adopted,  and  that  this  whole  system  of  fotudulent  recruiting 
>roken  up,  but  that  a  great  vrrong  has  been  done  to  individuals 
rice,  and  that  it  is  impossible  wholly  to  repair  it* 
it  time  has  not  elapsed  to  show  whether  the  fraudulent  system 
ng  has,  in  fact,  been  broken  up  at  New  York,  so  far  as  the 
oncemed,  by  the  measures  taken  by  General  Dix.  I  do  not 
any  effectual  steps  have  been  taken  to  put  a  stop  to  the  prac- 
Mrin  their  nature  and  equal  in  their  iniquity,  which  have  been 
)  by  brokers  and  crimps  at  New  York  to  obtain  sailors  for  the 
ates  Navy. 

,  i>erhaps,  to  say  that  in  the  only  two  instances  in  which  it  has 
ly  knowledge  that  a  British  subject  has  been  condemned  to 
lesertion  from  the  United  States  Army,  I  have  succeeded  in 
^  the  execution  of  the  sentence.  In  one  case  the  man  was  ulti- 
eased  from  arrest,  and  discharged  altogether  frt)m  the  army, 
ler,  the  evidence  that  the  prisoner  had  b^n  improperly  enlisted 
•p^ir  to  be  conclusive,  and  I  was  unable  to  obtain  his  discharge 
jrmy,  but  the  sentence  of  death  was,  nevertheless,  commuted 
nment. 

I,  on  the  present  occasion,  from  transmitting  to  your  lordship 
•n  of  the  voluminous  correspondence  which  I  have  had  with 
by's  consuls  and  with  the  United  States  government  on  the 
idividual  British  subjects  who  have  complained  of  being  im- 
inlisted.  In  justice,  however,  to  Mr.  Archibald,  her  Majesty's 
^ew  York,  in  whose  district  by  far  the  greater  number  of  the 
I  occurred,  and  on  whom  they  have  imposed  no  ordinary  amount 
nd  anxiety,  I  feel  bound  to  say  at  once  that  the  correspondence 
t  he  has  been  indefatigable  in  his  endeavors  to  rescue  her  Ma- 
jects  from  the  villainous  practices  of  the  recruiting  agents. 
ive,  &c., 

LYONS. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  May  7, 1864. 

lur  dispatch,  No.  658,  relative  to  the  alleged  violation  of  the 
reign  enlistment  act  by  Captain  Winslow,  of  the  Kearsarge, 
en  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  this  department  ia 
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informed  by  liim,  in  a  letter  of  yesterday,  that  it  would  not  comport 
the  interests  of  the  service  to  order  that  vessel  home  at  present,  v 
view  to  a  further  formal  investigation  of  the  charge,  wluch  the  Bi 
government  seems  to  expect.  Upon  her  first  return  to  the  United  St 
however,  the  inquiry  referred  to  will  be  directed,  should  such  the 
the  wish  of  her  Britannic  M^esty's  government. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAI 

Ohables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dtcj  &c,^  &e. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Ad/ims. 

No.  947.]  Department  op  State, 

WaMngtofij  May  16, 1^ 

Sir  :  Beferring  to  your  dispatch  of  the  14th  of  April  last,  relat 
an  alleged  violation  of  the  enlistment  act  of  Great  Britain  by  Cs 
Winslow,  of  the  United  State  steamer  Kearsarge,  at  Queenstowi 
land,  in  November  last,  I  have  to  state  in  reply,  that  a  copy  of  tb 
patch  and  of  its  accompaniments  was  communicated  to  the  Secret) 
the  Navy,  to  which  Mr.  Welles  replied  that  it  was  hoped  and  bel 
that  the  explanations  of  Captain  Winslow  and  of  Lieutenant  Con 
der  Thornton,  the  executive  officer  of  the  Kearsarge,  would  have 
satisfactory  to  her  Britannic M^esty's government;  disclaiming ai 
do  all  intention  of  violating  the  enlistment  act  referred  to,  andav< 
that  every  precaution  had  been  taken  by  them  to  prevent  any  one 
carried  off  in  the  Kearsarge.  That  as  they  have  not  been  satis&f 
the  Navy  Department  is  not  indisposed  to  have  the  matter  thoro 
investigated,  in  order  that  it  may  be  brought  out  in  its  true  light 
such  an  investigation  cannot  be  had,  however,  whilst  the  Kearsa 
absent  from  the  United  States;  that  it  would  be  detrimental  to  tiie 
ests  of  the  United  States  now  to  recall  her  from  the  European  < 
where  she  had  been  sent  on  special  and  important  service.  Thi 
Navy  Department  will  order  the  vessel  home  when  it  can  be  coi 
ently  done,' and  if  it  should  then  be  the  wish  of  the  Bntish  govern 
that  an  investigation  should  take  place,  a  court  shall  be  oi^ered 
quire  into  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  should  it  appear  tha 
officer  connected  with  the  vessel  had  been  guilty  of  knowingly  and  i 
tionally  violating  the  municipal  laws  of  Great  Britain,  or  oonnivi 
a  scheme  to  enlist  persons  at  Queenstown,  for  service  on  board  the] 
sarge,  adequate  punishment  shall  be  meted  to  the  guilty  parties. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAI 

Chables  Fbangis  Adams,  Esq.,  c£c.,  Ac.j  &e. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

1^0.  718.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  June  16, 181 
Sib:  ••♦♦♦•♦< 

I  transmitted  by  the  steamer  of  Saturday  a  copy  of  the  London  Ti 

containing  a  report  of  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  tiie  salge 

enlistments. 
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With  regard  to  the  immediate  topic  to  be  treated  he  [Earl  Russell) 
ails,  as  usual,  to  discriminate  between  the  act  of  one  partj^  which  con- 
faoously  and  persistently  enlists  men  in  violation  of  the  obligation  of 
leatrality^  as  well  as  the  municipal  law  of  this  kingdom,  and  that  of  the 
<her,  which  only  accepts  men  who,  without  any  standing  iii\itation 
leAHre  them,  like  that  held  out  to  aliens  by  tlie  British  laws  in  time  of 
rar,  Yolnntarily  resort  to  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  there 
flimng  to  take  service.  I  am  sure  that  scarcely  a  day  of  the  week 
lasses  without  my  receiving  letters  from  persons  earnestly  soliciting  to 
le  engaged.  The  duty  of  preparing  negative  replies  in  all  these  cases 
las  added  a  serious  burden  to  the  ordinary  ones  of  this  legation.    Yet, 

0  judge  by  the  language  of  his  lordship,  the  two  parties  to  the  struggle 
lave  by  their  action  given  equal  cause  of  dissatisfaction,  to  an  extent 
iven  to  justify  war  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 

One  other  point  of  his  lordship's  si)eech  is  deserving  of  a  moment's 
mtice.  At  the  close  he  promises  Lord  Glanncarde  that  if  he  will  fur- 
Mdi  to  him  the  necessary  evidence  to  prove  the  enlistment  of  any  persons 
i  England  by  the  authority  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  he 
fill  engage  that  proceedings  shall  be  at  once  commenced  against  the 
Anding  parties.  Yet,  whiUt  the  fact  is  indisputable  that  I  have  been 
br  a  long  time  back  in  the  habit  of  transmitting  to  his  lordship  the 
ietiest  possible  proof  of  precisely  such  transactions  carried  on  by  the 
Menta  of  the  rebels  within  this  kingdom,  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  a 
Bgle  case  has  been  taken  up  with  the  smallest  degree  of  energy. 

!niis  difference  is  plainly  attributable  to  one  cause.  There  is  a  pressure 
tton  the  ministry,  in  both  houses  of  Parliament,  whenever  complaint  of 
le  action  of  the  United  States  is  in  question.  On  the  other  hand,  there 
•no  risk  of  neglecting  any  representations  that  may  be  made  of  omis- 
iona  to  perform  their  duty  on  the  other  side.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is 
norUi  while  to  complain  of  this,  for  in  other  respects  the  present  gov- 
inment  is  far  better  disposed  to  us  than  any  one  which  would  be  likely 

1  take  its  place.  Gravely  as  the  British  nation  has  compromised  its 
eatrality  by  the  direct  and  indirect  assistance  given  to  the  rebels  from 
lie  commencement  of  this  war,  the  only  course  which  wisdom  dictates 
I  to  accept  the  £act,  and  retain  it  for  future  rather  than  fof  immediate 


The  time  may  come  when  the  forbearance  exercised  in  this  period  of 
rial  will  not  be  without  its  advantage,  in  turning  the  scale  between 
he  contending  sentiments  in  regard  to  us  within  this  kingdom.  The 
kmiestic  struggle  which  is  to  new  shape  the  government  is  only  in  abey- 
uice.  Everyboidy  feels  that  it  must  go  on  sooner  or  later^  and  that  the 
example  of  the  United  States  will  have  more  or  less  of  influence  upon 
the  result.  There  may,  possibly,  come  a  day  when  the  governing  power 
of  Great  Britain  will  be  in  true  sympathy  with  us.  It  never  has  been 
110  yet,  and  it  never  will  be  so  long  as  the  only  real  aristocracy  remain- 
ing in  Europe  sees  and  feels  that  the  permanence  of  the  privileges  which 
Bogtain  it  is  endangered  by  the  growth  and  predominance  of  institutions 
"^hieh  foster  equality  of  condition. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 

^[For  debate  referred  to  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appendix, 
3^0, 17.] 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adam*. 

Ko.  998.]  Depaetment  op  State, 

Washingtanj  June  20,  mi 

Sm :  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  the  2d  of  June,  No.  707,  wbiA 
is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  note  which  you  addressed  to  Earl  Rugael 
on  the  23d  of  May  last,  concerning  enlistments  for  the  insurgent  marioe 
service  in  British  ports ;  also  a  copy  of  Earl  Bussell's  acknowledgmeol 
of  the  note,  and  also  copies  of  voluminous  affidavits,  which,  on  occaniQi 
of  writing  that  paper,  you  submitted  to  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  Stan 
for  foreign  affairs.  These  papers  have  been  submitted  to  the  Presidenl^ 
and  I  am  directed  to  approve  fully  of  your  proceedings  therein  set  foiik 
and  to  commend  the  urgency  with  which  you  have  therein  remonstrsM 
against  transactions  as  palpably  unlawfol  as  they  are  iiyurious  to  tftt 
United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

Chablbs  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.y  &c.y  &c. 

[Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  No.  707,  above  referred  to,  will  be  found  oiidtf! 
the  head  of  "Rebel  Cruisers,"  subdivisions  "  The  Georgia"  and  "Hi' 
Bappahanuock,"  post] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adnms. 

Ko.  1015.]  Depabtment  op  State, 

Washington^  July  2, 1864 

Sib  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  16th  of  June,  No.  718,  has  been  receive! 
I  thank  you  for  your  comments  on  the  debate  which  occurred  in  III 
House  of  Lords  on  the  9th  day  of  June  last,  in  regard  to  alleged  Amfli. 
can  violations  of  the  enlistment  laws  of  Great  Britain.  Although  I M 
quite  unprepared  for  Earl  Russell's  attitude  in  that  debate,  I  at  oM 
took  the  same  view  of  it  which  I  now  le-am  was  accepted  by  yourselt 

The  debate  excited  much  attention  in  this  country.    The  Senate  caM 
for  information  on  the  subject.    I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of 
inquiry,  and  of  the  President's  reply. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Ghables  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  (£c.,  c&c,  &e. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  756.]  Legation  op  the  TJnitkd  States, 

London,  July  29, 186i 

Sib  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  London  Times  of  this  moniiiift 
containing  a  report  of  a  debate  that  took  place  last  evening  in  the  HflM 
of  Gommons  on  the  subject  of  enlistments. 

The  universal  disposition  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States  which  V^ 
vails  among  the  poorer  classes  in  all  parts  of  this  kingdom  is  ezciw 
not  a  little  uneasiness.  Coming  as  it  does  upon  the  general  desirBw 
the  higher  classes  that  the  rebellion  should  effect  tiie  Ssroptixm  of  A0 
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"nion,  no  difficulty  remains  in  accounting  for  the  peculiar  tone  of  the 
peakers  in  the  debate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  sir,  your  obedient  servant^ 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hod.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

Uk  1068.]  Department  of  State, 

Washinffton,  August  15, 1864. 

Snt:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the 
Kh  of  July,  No.  756,  which  ifl  accompanied  by  a  report  of  a  debate 
lat  occurrea  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  28th  ultimo, 'upon 
le  subject  of  the  existing  emigration  from  Great  Britain  to  the  IJnited 
ttttes. 

I  observe  with  some  satisfaction  that  the  tone  of  that  discussion  was 
88  inimical  and  less  disrespectful  to  the  United  States  than  that  which 
arked  a  late  debate  upon  the  same  subject  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
evertheless,  portions  of  the  debate  were  verj'  unjust  to  this  govem- 
ent,  and  the  subject  seems  to  have  been  examined  through  a  thick 
iRt  of  exaggeration.  One  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  jxersons  have, 
ithin  the  last  six  months,  thrown  off  their  allegiance  to  European 
ates  and  incorporated  themselves  with  society  in  the  United  States. 
f  these  i)ersons  a  very  large  proi>ortion  came  from  the  British  islands, 
•nt  of  the  whole  number  first  mentioned  a  few,  i>erhaps  one  hundred, 
fter  arriving  in  the  United  States,  and  after  ha\ing  enlisted  in  the 
iflitary  service,  and  accepted  the  advance  paid  to  all  soldiers  alike, 
ttve  regretted  that  proceeding,  and  represented  to  the  British  consuls 
Bd  ministers  residing  here,  not  that  they  had  been  forced  into  the 
tmy,  but  that  they  had  been  circumventecl,  not  by  agents  of  the  gov- 
rnment,  or  with  its  knowledge,  but  by  corrupt  and  fraudulent  individ- 
iris,  often  their  own  countrymen,  acting  from  mercenary  motives,  and 
Q  fraud  and  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  These  repre- 
cntations  invariably  involved  a  confession  that  those  who  made  them 
were  drunkards,  and  rested  ui>on  their  own  un8upi>orted  oaths,  whiclK 
B  almost  every  case,  were  found  to  be  false  in  material  or  collateral 
Mints.  Every  representation  thus  submitted  was  received  with  respect, 
knd  immediately  made  the  subject  of  investigation  through  the  War 
Department,  under  orders  reaching  to  the  camps  scattered  throughout 
the  continent.  These  investigations  have  been  unweariedly  i)ursued, 
and  careful  reports  thereon  have  been  made  while  the  armies  were  in 
the  field,  on  the  march,  or  lying  in  siege.  In  the  few  instances  where 
complaints  proved  to  be  well  founded,  all  the  redress  that  was  possible 
lias  been  given.  In  all  the  others  the  result  has  been  respectfully  and 
courteously  made  known  to  the  governments  by  whom  the  complaints 
ireie  presented.  On  the  other  hand,  the  mass  of  European  emigrants, 
M  sensibly  diminished  by  the  abstraction  of  the  few  recruits  to  whom 
I  have  alluded,  dispersed  as  soon  as  they  arrived  on  our  shores,  and 
mav  now  be  found  prosperously  and  happily  employed  in  our  commer- 
cial marts,  wheat  fields,  manufactories,  forests,  and  mines,  or,  if  they 
hive  preferred  it,  in  the  army  and  navy,  which  are  maintaining  the 
iat^ty  and  fireedom  of  the  country  which  they  have  adopted  as  their 
own.   Every  enterprise  in  which  men  engage  is  attended  by  some  dis- 
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appointmeuts,  losses,  and  sufferiugs.    The  world  has  never  hofore  aeea  >. 
an  emigration  attended  by  so  few  and  so  unimportant  caaualties  as  tte   ^: 
one  now  under  consideration.    Nevertheless,  the  misfortunes  which  havo   ^ 
overtaken  the  few  recruits,  always  through  their  own  imprudence  « 
vices,  were  made  by  the  i)arliamentary  orators  to  stain  the  whole  faxt 
of  a  movement  which  is  alike  honest  and  beneficent.    It  is  as  if  one 
should  declare  that  the  sun  has  lost  its  whole  efFulgence,  beoanae,  oi 
looking  through  the  telescope,  he  has  discovered  a  few  small,  dark  spot! 
on  its  surface. 

This  emigration  is  erroneously  treated  in  the  British  Parliament  as  if  ^ 
it  were  new  and  anomalous.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  only  a  contiiuiatioi  "^^ 
of  a  process  .begun  in  the  sixteenth  century,  by  which  society  in  Europi  '<! 
is  relieved,  and  ci\ilization  in  America  is  instituted.  If  the  emigratioi  ' 
has  been  increased  during  our  present  civil  war  to  the  inconvenience  of 
Europe,  the  maritime  states  of  that  continent  are  responsible  for  tlw  < 
increase.  They  unnecessarily  adopted  a  policy  of  recognition  of  tinb  i 
insurgents  as  a  belligerent,  which  was  expected  to  produce  a  dissolutioi  J 
of  the  Union,  whereby  they  have  caused  the  insurrection  to  be  continofll  I 
with  more  vigor  and  effect  than  under  other  circumstances  would  have  I 
been  witnessed.  If  the  insurgents  could  compass  the  end  which  thtl- 
European  maritime  powers  are  thus  favoring,  the  principle  of  property  - 
in  slaves,  hitherto  confined  to  the  slaveholding  States,  would  be  fmt 
tablished  sooner  or  later  by  law  tlirougliout  the  whole  of  the  contineit 
of  North  America  and  its  islands.  With  that  reactionary  change  miut 
come  the  restoration  of  the  African  slave-trade.  This  government,  veD 
aware  that  the  struggle  in  which  it  is  engaged  involves  nothing  les 
than  the  question,  whether  freedom  or  slavery  shall  prevail  in  Americiy 
hails  every  free  European  emigrant  as  increasing  the  moral  as  well  M 
the  material  foi*ce  of  true  civilization.  If  the  statesmen  of  Great  Britait  I 
could  consent  to  take  an  enlarged  view  of  the  question,  they  would  aee  I- 
that  that  country  is  hardly  less  interested  than  our  own  in  the  snooeM  1 
of  the  emigration,  which,  under  mistaken  views,  they  are  so  apt  to  ooi'  f: 
demn. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Chables  Fbancib  Adams,  Esq.,  dtc.^  c0o.,  dx. 


Mr.  Adaim  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract] 

No.  819.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  November  25, 1861 

Sib  :  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  leporii 
of  the  proceedings  had  at  that  place  in  regard  to  the  detention  of  tt6 
ship  Great  Western,  by  order  of  the  British  government,  on  the  aDog^ 
tion  of  some  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  enlistment  aet  It  ii 
obvious  that  this  difficulty  has  been  raised  by  the  rebel  agents,  fbeir 
attorneys,  and  sympathizers,  simply  to  try  to  make  an  olfiiet  to  fleir 
own  notorious  operations.  I  do  not  myself  jierceive  any  just  foundalta 
for  the  interposition.  No  communication  has  yet  oome  to  me  fron  tt* 
Foreign  Office.  A  protest  has  been  drawn  up  before  Ae  oonsnl  Iqr  fl* 
commander  of  the  ship.  All  the  papers  will  probably  be  sent  to  yot 
from  his  office  at  LiverpooL    I  have  advised  that  oonne  to  be  tafc^ 


i 
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d«3t  deeming  any  action  on  my  part  expedient  until  all  tlie  facts  shall 
lanre  come  under  the  President's  consideration,  and  his  wishes  commu- 
dcated  in  formal  instructions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  Welliam  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  Britiah  Bine  Book,  "North  America,''  No.  1, 1865,  p.  38.] 

No.  7. 

Earl  Bussell  to  Lard  Lyons, 

[Extract.] 

FoBEiaN  Office,  November  26, 1864. 
KtLobd:  •♦♦♦♦•♦ 

Ihe  government  of  the  United  States  hare  likewise  permitted  their 
ibordinates  and  recruiting  agents  to  enlist  British  subjects,  who  had 
ieii  dragged,  luid  had  not,  when  so  enlisted,  recovered  from  the  effects 
r  the  treatment  to  which  they  had  been  subjected.        #        #        # 
I  am,  &C., 

EUSSELL. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

o.  1185.]  Depabtment  of  State, 

Washingtonj  December  9,  1864. 

Bib  :  I  have  received  from  the  consulate  at  LiveriK)ol  the  dispatch  of 
le  18th  ultimo,  a  copy  of  which  I  inclose,  relating  to  alleged  enlistments 
fmen  in  England  for  our  military  service,  and  informing  me  of  the  cir- 
imstances  of  the  detention  of  the  Great  Western  at  that  port.  I  will 
lank  you  to  apply  to  Mr.  Wilding  for  copies  of  the  newspaper  slips  from 
tie  Liverpool  Journal  of  Commerce  of  the  16th  ultimo,  the  Liverpool 
Halj  Courier  of  the  17th  ultimo,  the  Liverpool  Daily  Post  of  the  18th 
Itimo,  and  the  Liverpool  Daily  Mercury  of  the  same  date,  which  accom*- 
tanied  his  dispatch. 

Although  it  seems  hardly  necessary,  I  repeat  to  you  what  I  have  writ- 
en  on  former  occasions,  that  this  government  has  no  knowledge  of  any 
ksign  on  the  part  of  agents  or  of  officers  in  its  employment,  or  on  the 
MTt  of  other  persons,  to  enlist  recruits  for  the  military  or  naval  service 
if  the  United  States  within  the  jurisdiction  of  her  Britannic  Majesty, 
NT  in  any  other  forei^  state,  in  contravention  of  laws  prohibiting  such 
sdistnient,  and  that  it  would  disapprove  of  any  such  proceedings. 

U  any  person  acting  without  authority  in  this  instance,  or  in  any  other, 
im  violated  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  on  this  subject,  lie  will  be  left  to 
Ikar  penalties.  On  the  other  hand,  if  any  undue  interference  with  citi- 
Ms  of  the  United  States  shall  have  occurred  prejudicial  to  their  legal 
Bf^ts  and  interests,  you  will  be  pleased  to  make  such  prote4»ts  Mid 
Mianiatioiis  on  their  behalf  as  may,  in  your  judgment,  be  warranted  by 
the&cts  of  the  case. 

I  am.  or,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLLAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Chikles  Francis  Ajdams,  Esq.;  d;c.j  itc.j  itc. 
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Mr.  Wilding  to  Mr.  Seward. 

1 
i 

"So.  390.]  United  States  Consulate,       ! 

Liverpool^  November  18, 186L 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  inclose  slips  from  Livenwol  papers  re8i>ectiug  au  allegil 
enlistment  of  men  for  America,  and,  in  doing  so,  to  report  sachfiictii 
have  come  to  my  knowledge. 

It  appears  tbat  about  two  huudi^ed  men  did  arrive  here  on  Tnesdiy 
evening  for  the  purpose  of  embarking  as  steerage  passengers  on  Iwaii 
the  Great  Western  for  New  York ;  that  southern  emmissahes  ha\iiiggit 
among  them,  and  finding  that  their  piissages  had  been  paid  by  ana^ 
from  America,  with  a  view,  as  alleged,  of  their  being  employrtih 
glass-works  in  New"  York,  persuaded  many  of  them  that  they  were  reallr 
being  enlisted  for  the  army,  in  consequence  of  which  about  fifty  refused 
to  embark ;  about  one  hun(li*ed  and  forty  went  on  board. 

Mr.  Hull,  the  confederate  attorney,  (no  doubt  set  to  work  by  the  reM 
agents,)  took  the  matter  up  warmly  and  tried  to  make  out  a  case  for  the 
interference  of  the  authorities.  He  so  far  succeeded  that  the  collMor 
of  customs  sent  |two  officers  on  board  the  ship  and  refiised  to  clear  hcL  | 

Yesterday,  at  the  request  of  the  captain,  a  police  officer  was  sent* 
board  to  question  thepiissengers  and  bring  ashore  any  who  were  aniA 
ing  to  go.  Out  of  the  four  hundred  passengers  who  were  on  board,  wij 
four  could  be  induced  to  leave  the  vessel,  nor  was  the  officer  able,  so  fi 
as  I  can  learn,  to  obtain  any  evidence  whatever  of  any  of  them  haviBj 
been  enlisted. 

Yesterday  evening  the  collector  of  customs  intimated  to  the  agents  of 
the  vessel,  Messrs  Baring  Brothers  &  Co.,  that,  for  all  he  saw,  the  ni- 
sei might  clear  this  morning.  To-day,  however,  he  informs  them  tU 
he  has  authority  for  detaining  her  longer;  he  was  understood  to  say  ta 
ha<la  telegram  from  the  government  ordering  the  detention,  and  be  has 
put  two  officers  on  board  to  prevent  her  sailing.  This  seems  to  roe  ti 
be  a  very  strong  and  unwarrantable  proceeding  upon  such  evidence  ii 
1  believe  they  have. 

No  complaint  or  applicMion  has  been  made  to  me  by  the  master « 
agents  of  the  vessel,  and  I  have  not,  therefore,  deemed  it  proper,  nnda 
the  circumstances,  to  make  any  representation  to  or  demand  any  explaoi 
tion  from  the  authorities,  but  have  informed  Mr.  Adams  of  the  occiP 
rence. 

On  inquiry,  I  find  tli  at  some  time  since  the  passenger-agents  of  the  Gwtl 
Western  received  a  letter  from  the  owners,  Messrs.  C.  H.  Marshall  &  Ok 
of  New  York,  advising  them  that  an  agreement  had  been  made  withi 
Captain  Byrne  for  the  passage  of  about  one  hnndred  persons,  more  or  leei 
from  Liverpool  to  New  York,  and  instructing  them  to  provide  sach  pel 
sages  when  applied  for;  at  the  same  time  a  draught  of  an  agreement ti 
be  signed  by  the  passengers  before  embarking  was  sent. 

This  agreement  was  to  the  effect  that  Messrs.  Bliss.  Ward,  BoeenM 
of  New  York,  on  the  one  part,  agree  to  pay  passage  oi  the  party  of  ^ 
second  part,  and  provide  him  with  employment  for  at  least  one  year;  ad 
he,  on  his  part,  agreed  to  place  himself  under  their  control,  and  perfM 
such  labor  as  they  should  require  for  the  time  specified,  and  to  repajtt 
passage  money. 

The  kind  of  labor  is  not  stated  in  the  agreement,  bat  it  was  irndtf* 
stood  to  be  to  work  in  glass- w^orks. 

I  have  seen  the  draught,  the  style  and  spelling  of  which  indicate  that 
an  illiterate  peraon  made  it. 
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Captain  Byrne  mentioned  in  Messrs.  Marshall's  letter  arrived  soon 
he  letter,  and,  as  I  understand^  engaged  and  sui)erintended  the 
king  of  the  passengers;  but  as  soon  as  the  stir  began  he  disap- 
[j  and  cannot  now  be  fouud,  and  it  may  be  that  this  is  known  to  the 
ities,  and  has  emboldened  them  to  take  the  strong  measures  they 

vessel  now  lies  at  anchor  in  the  river,  with  four  hundred  passen- 

D  board,  and  a  feiir  wind  blowing. 

Verv  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  WILDING. 
.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  the  Liyerpool  Daily  Post  of  November  18,  1864.] 
THE  ALLEGED  BECBUlTINa  FOB  THE  FEDERAL  ABMT. 

I  matter  is  still  under  investigation  by  the  police  author  itics.  On 
eeday  night  upwards  of  fiLfty  of  the  men  who  had  declined  to  go  in 
eat  Western  when  she  left  the  dock  were  accommodated  in  the  work- 
;  and  yesterday  a  large  number  of  them  thronged  the  entrance  to 
ice  of  Messrs.  Hull  &  Stone,  in  Cook  street. 
terday  eight  of  the  young  men  who  had  been  brought  here  from 
Qunder-Lyne  and  Stalybridge  were  selected  from  the  others,  and 
he  two  young  men  who  came  from  Loudon,  and  who,  as  already 
,  called  at  the  police  office  and  made  a  statement  regardhig  the 
T  in  which  they  alleged  they  had  been  entrapi)ed,  were  taken  to 
ice  of  Messrs.  Fletcher  &  Hull,  and  there  made  affidavits  in  accord- 
fiih  the  statements  given. 

;he  course  of  the  forenoon  Captain  Cunningham,  commander  of 
:«at  Western,  appli^  at  the  police  office  for  officers  to  go  on  board 
dip  and  take  off  those  persons  who  wished  to  leave,  as  he  was  anx- 
is  vessel  should  sail.  Detective  Inspector  Carlisle  and  Mr.  Dalg- 
ehief  constable  of  Ashton-under-Lyne)  accordingly  went  on  board 
/aptain  Cunningham.  The  passengers,  to  the  number  of  between 
ad  five  hundred,  nearly  all  young  men,  were  mustered  and  asked 
'  wished  to  go  to  New  York  in  the  ship  or  to  go  ashore.  All,  with 
ception  of  four,  (who  belong  to  Ashton,  and  say  they  were  engaged 
.  Hugh  Shaw,  who  examined  their  teeth,)  answered  that  they  would 
hB  sMp.  The  four  young  fellows  who  wished  to  leave  were  allowed 
so.  Of  those  on  board,  it  is  stated  that  from  one  hundred  and 
\  two  hundred  have  been  brought  from  different  parts  of  Lancashire, 
igaged  to  work  in  the  '^  extensive  glass  manufactory."  The  remain- 
naist  of  young  Irishmen  and  Cermans,  but  the  police  have  no  in- 
tion  to  show  that  they  have  been  induced  by  false  pretences  to 
tlud  Atlantic.  Shaw  and  one  or  two  other  parties  who  are  alleged 
re  taken  an  active  part  in  the  shipment^  on  observing  Inspector 
le  and  Mr.  Dalgleish  on  board  the  slup,  took  the  best  possi- 
eans  to  hide  themselves  from  the  view  of  the  officers  of  the  law. 
stated  that  a  German,  dressed  in  a  kind  of  military  uniform,  was 
urd  and  appeard  to  exercise  considerable  authority  over  the  pas- 
ns.  He  was  assisted  by  a  person  styled  by  the  passengers  as  ^'  ser- 
H*  Many  of  the  men  on  board  called  out  loudly  that  they  were  de- 
led to  go  to  New  York  or  some  other  place  than  Lancashire,  as 
lad  been  starving  while  in  their  own  towns. 
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It  is  an  important  fact  to  note  that  of  all  the  men  to  whom  the  p< 
spoke  while  on  boird  not  one  has  a  passage  ticket.  This  of  itself 
violation  of  the  passenger  act. 

We  have  already  intimated  that  the  young  fellows  were  in  a  dest 
and  half-starved  condition.  Yesterday  Mr.  Hull  provided  them 
refreshments,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  a  few  friends  on 'Change,  n 
sufficient  funds  to  send  back  those  who  had  been  brought  from  A? 
and  Stalybridge.  Last  evening  flfty-three  of  them  were  accordiuglj 
off  by  the  G.45  train  from  Lime  street  station,  in  charge  of  Mr.  I>alg 

We  understand  that  the  town  clerk  and  his  deputy  are  engaged! 
tigating  the  law  on  the  subject,  and  that  the  matter  is  likely  to 
before  the  magistrates  to-day. 


[From  the  Liverpool  Daily  Mercury'  of  November  Id,  1864.] 
ALLEGED  KIDNAPPING  FOR  THE  FEDERAL  ARMY. 

Tlie  excitement  caused  by  the  importation  into  Liverpool  of  a  n 
of  youths  from  the  manufacturing  districts,  who,  it  was  alleged,  ^ 
be  deported  to  New  York,  for  the  puri>ose  of  joining  the  feileral 
continued  yesterday,  and  speculation  was  rife  as  to  what  would 
upshot  of  the  affair.  Upwards  of  fifty  of  the  men  had  b<»en  ace 
dated  with  beds  at  the  Brownlow-hiil  workhouse,  and  in  the  m 
were  again  taken  to  the  police  office.  Inspector  Carlisle  was  ei 
again  yesterday  in  investigating  the  matter.  Eight  men  who  ha 
brought  from  Ashton  and  Staley bridge  by  the  Shaws  were  selects 
they  made  affidavits  in  regard  to  the  affair  at  Mr.  HulFs  office.  I 
young  men  named  Fen  ton  and  Whillock,  who  had  been  brongh 
London,  and  who  stat€  that  one  of  the  men  who  engaged  them  pr 
that  they  should  have  lieutenants'  commissions  in  the  federal  arm; 
also  made  affidavits.  These  young  men  are  highly  intelligent  p 
and  give  a  very  straightforward  and  consistent  statement  of  tli 
gagement  in  London  and  the  subsequent  proceedings  of  the  agen 
there  can  be  little  doubt  but  their  evidence  will  greatly  assist  t 
thorities  in  getting  up  the  case  for  the  prosecution,  should  a  prose 
be  determine^]  upon.  It  seems  that  shortly  after  the  Londc 
tingent  hiul  lefb  the  metroi)olis  the  secret  as  to  the  ultimate  desti 
of  the  young  men  got  out,  and  Fenton  and  Whillock,  on  their  an 
Liverpool,  received  telegrams  from  their  friends  waming  them 
proceed  to  New  York,  as  it  was  believed  that  the  parties  who  ei 
them  intended  to  get  them  to  enlist  in  the  federal  army. 

Yesterday  forenoon  Captain  Cunningham,  the  commander  of  the 
Western,  called  at  the  detexstive  office,  ana  stated  that  he  wist 
I>olice  to  accompany  him  on  board  the  vessel  for  the  purpose  of 
off  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  passengers.  He  also  state 
he  was  desirous  that  the  matter  should  be  settled  as  quickly  as  p< 
as  he  was  anxious  that  his  vessel  should  proceed  to  sea  without 
time.  Subsequently  Inspector  Carlisle  and  Mr.  Dalgleish,  chief  < 
ble  of  Ashton,  went  on  board  the  Great  Western  along  with  C 
Cunningham.  The  passengers,  numbering  between  four  hondn 
five  hundred,  were  mustered  on  deck  by  Captain  Cunningham, 
were  chiefly  very  young  men.  About  two  hundred  of  them  bac 
brought  from  the  manufacturing  districts  on  the  pretence  of  go 
New  York  to  work  in  the  "  glass-works,"  while  the  remainder  of 
were  chiefly  Irish  and  German  emigrants,  but  nearly  fhe  whole  <rf 
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capable  of  handliug  a  musket.    The  '^emrgrants^  were  asked,  in 

6  presence  of  the  officers,  whether  they  were  willing  to  go  to  New 
*tk  or  wished  to  be  put  on  shore ;  and  all  of  them,  with  the  exceptiou 

ftur,  said  they  were  desirous  of  proceeding  to  New  York.  The  four 
SBentients  came  from  Ashton,  and  were  examined  by  Hugh  Shaw,  to 
^  whether  they  had  good  teeth.  It  is  coivjectured  that  since  the  affair 
B  been  made  public  those  who  have  the  conducting  of  the  arrange- 
^ute  have  brought  some  influence  to  bear  uiH)n  those  on  board  the 
ftttl  in  order  to  make  them  remain.  If  this  be  so,  it  would  account 
'  the  change  which  has  taken  place  in  the  intentions  of  some  of  the 
rty,  there  being  between  four  hundred  and  five  hundred  young  men 
II  on  board,  who  must  know  by  this  time  the  object  of  their  "friends" 
10  are  so  anxious  to  decoy  them  across  the  Atlantic.  One  individual, 
jrerman,  who  was  on  board  the  vessel,  and  who  wore  some  sort  of  a 
iform,  seemed  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  the  emigrants,  and  seemed 
|)ossess  a  considerable  influence  over  a  number  of  them.  Another 
rson  from  StaJeybridge.  who  was  addressed  by  some  of  the  men  as  the 
ergeant,"  evidently  had  some  power  over  the  Lancashire  portion  of 
t  passengers,  and  told  the  officers  that  they  were  determined  to  go  to 
nerica,  or  some  other  country,  and  not  to  be  left  destitute  in  England 
Y  longer  j  while  another  of  the  emigrants  told  Mr.  Dalgleish  that  "  he 
8  not  going  back  to  be  put  in  jail  to  pick  oakum." 
rhe  ShawSy  and  some  of  the  other  prime  movers  in  the  matter,  when 

7  saw  Messrs.  Carlisle  and  Dalgleish  on  board  the  ship,  got  out  of 
t  way  as  soon  as  possible. 

[t  is  a  remarkable  lact,  and  will  no  doubt  form  an  important  element 
any  future  proceedings  that  may  be  taken,  that  not  one  of  the  men  to 
lom  the  officers  spoke  on  board  was  furnished  with  a  passage  ticket, 
is  is  in  itself  a  breach  of  the  passenger  act,  and  subjects  eiUier  the 
pftain  or  the  owner  of  the  vessel  to  a  penalty. 

Die  authorities  were  in  a  difficulty  as  to  what  they  should  do  with 
Me  who  had  refused  to  proceed  in  the  vessel.  The  men  were  all  in  a 
stitote  condition,  and  had  no  means  of  reaching  their  native  towns. 
r.  Hall  went  on  'Change  yesterday,  and  with  the  assistance  of  some 
nevolent  gentlemen  soon  raised  a  sufficient  sum  to  send  back  fifty- 
lee  of  the  men  to  Ashton  and  Staleybridge.  They  were  accompanied 
the  station  by  Inspector  Carlisle  and  Mr.  Dalgleish.  Before  their 
fiartare  some  of  the  men  expressed  their  warm  thanks  for  the  interest 
at  had  been  taken  in  their  behalf  in  Liverpool;  while  the  whole  body 
emed  delighted  at  having  escai)ed  from  an  expeditioft  which  seemed 
My  to  end  in  their  leaving  their  bones  on  the  field  in  battles  which 
ive  yet  to  be  fought  in  the  southern  States  of  America. 
Eight  men  who  came  from  Ix)ndon  are  yet  in  Liveri)ool,  in  an  utterly 
Htitate  state,  and  any  pecuniary  aid  from  those  who  pity  their  help- 
is  oondifcion  will  be  thankfully  received. 

We  understand  th*at  the  town  clerk  is  investigating  the  affiiir,  and  it 
iUkely  that  some  application  will  be  made  to  Mr.  K^es  to-day  at  the 
oiioe  court. 
The  Great  Western  is  still  detained  in  the  river  by  the  authorities. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

'Oi  M5.]  Leqation  of  the  United  States, 

Lofidonj  December  29, 1864. 

,  Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches  from  the 
opartment^  numbered  1183,  and  ftom  1185  to  1189,  incVasive. 


M 
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In  regard  to  the  subject  referred  to  in  your  No.  1185,  of  tbe  9th  of ; 
December,  the  matter  had  already  been  disposed  of  so  completely  by  ^  i 
release  of  the  Great  Western,  that  I  presume  there  is  no  occasiou  to  take  i 
lurther  action,  unless  it  be  in  the  manner  indicated  in  my  dLspatchti| 
you,  No.  819,  of  the  25th  of  November,  which  relates  to  this  affair.  I 
shall,  therefore,  await  any  instructions  which  you  may  prepare,  aftec 
you  shall  have  ()eeu  placed  in  fall  possession  of  the  &cts. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAM& 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


PROSECUTIONS  OF  REBEL  AGENTS. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  567.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  January  8, 1864 
Sib:  •  •  •  •  • 

I  think,  however,  there  is  no  doubt  of  a  growing  conviction  hered 
the  necessity  of  some  decisive  action  to  check  the  outrageous  plots  ol 
the  rebels  and  their  British  sympathizers.  I  am  informed  that  prosed 
tions  are  in  contemplation  against  several  of  the  oommen*ial  hooM 
that  have  been  moat  prominently  engaged  in  promoting  their  oljeeli 
In  my  opinion  it  would  be  far  "better  for  the  British  government  ti 
initiate  these  than  for  the  United  States }  but  I  shall  l^  very  glad  ii 
confer  with  Mr.  Evarts  on  that  subject  so  soon  as  he  may  arrive  here. 
1  look  upon  the  complaints  made  against  Mr.  Eastman  and  Gomin* 
der  Winslow,  and  the  proceedings  threatened  against  the  poor  M 
found  in  and  surrendered  from  the  Kearsarge,  as  simply  intended  li 
guard  against  the  appearance  of  partiality  or  one-sidediiess,  of  wUd 
charge  there  is  always  more  or  less  apprehension  as  it  regards  tt 
United  States.  The  strong  evidence  which  it  has  been  in  onr  power  li 
obtain  in  connection  with  the  outfit  of  the  Victor  at  Sheemess,  btfii 
yet  had  only  the  effect  of  discharging  from  the  service  a  few  peM 
mechanics,  who  were  probably  guilty  of  no  evil  intent  whatever,  wMW 
the  real  authors  of  the  mischief  remain  untouched.  Before  this  JM 
will  have  received  information  of  the  later  representations  made  by  a^ 
which  have  in  a  measure  anticipate  your  directions ;  I  shall,  howwjB^ 
follow  them  up  in  the  manner  indicated  upon  every  suitable  occasioi 
until  I  perceive  that  some  preventive  i>olicy  has  been  actoally  adopted* 
•  •  •  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setvard. 

[Extract.] 

579.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LondaUj  January  21, 1864. 

IB:  •  •  •  •  • 

tosecutions  have  indeed  been  commenced,  not  only  against  certain 
ties  at  Liverpool,  but  against  one  of  the  principal  olttcers  in  the  dock- 
1  at  Sheerness,  for  violations  of  the  enlistment  law.  The  case  of 
Rumble  was  so  thoroughly  made  out  by  the  evidence  I  have  pre- 
:ecl  that  it  could  not  indeed  be  neglected.  All  this  shows  signs  of 
Tress,  though  not  to  that  extent  which  we  might  desire,  or  which  will 
e  the  effect  to  break  up  the  operations  of  the  rebels  and  their  friends 
bis  kingdom.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  these  are  still  carried  on 
1  great  activity.  They  are  now  mainly  directed  to  the  outfit  and 
ining  of  the  vessels  lying  in  France. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  serv'ant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS, 
[on.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setvard. 

[Extract.] 

.  585.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  28, 1864. 

te:  •  •  •  •  • 

Fhe  prosecutions  against  Mr.  Rumble,  the  inspector  of  machinery  at 
» Sheemess  dockyard,  for  complicity  in  the  proceedings  of  the  steamer 
BtOTy  alias  Sc^^lla,  alias  the  Rappahannock,  and  against  Messrs.  Jones 
Co..  at  Liverpool,  for  enlisting  and  paying  men  for  service  in  the 
iOfrgiSky  are  going  on. 

Judging  from  the  tone  of  a  leader  in  the  Times  of  this  morning,  I 
br  that  they  are  conducted  more  from  a  desire  to  do  something  to 
tiBfy  the  demands  of  the  United  States  than  from  an  intention  to  pun- 
I  the  offenders.  It  is  now  reported  that  the  suits  against  the  two  iion 
id  rams  at  Liverpool  will  be  brought  up  for  trial  some  time  next  month. 
Kmld  the  difficulties  in  the  north  of  Europe  end  in  a  rupture  threaten- 
g  to  embroil  the  great  powers,  I  have  not  much  doubt  as  to  the  ulti- 
ate  issue  of  those  cases. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRAM^IS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setvard.' 

a  737.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  July  7. 1864. 

SiB:  The  British  government  appear  to  have  instituted  proceedings 
Kider  the  enlistment  act  against  Campbell  at  Liverpool  and  Seymour  in 

30  ▲  0— YOL.  n 
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London,  oti  the  strength  of  the  many  depositions  which  I  have  hereti^' 
fore  presented  to  their  notice.  This  seems  to  me  to  render  anneces^arf 
a  prosecution  just  now  of  further  com])laints  on  behalf  of  our  pivera- 
ment,  of  their  unequal  action  towards  the  belligerents.  It  is  doubtfiil 
to  me  whether,  in  the  precise  condition  of  public  aHairs,  any  result  wiH 
come  of  these  ]>roceedings.  But  in  this  case,  the  state  of  tilings  doei 
not  materially  differ  from  that  which  must  prevail  in  every  other,  so  long 
as  the  disJ4)inted  condition  of  the  ruling  power  itself  shall  be  [)eniiittd 
to  continue.  4 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAM& 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

ikcretary  0/  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

No.  748.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Jjondonj  July  15, 186i 

Sir:  John  Seymour,  the  London  shipping  agent,  referred  to  in 
No.  7.57  of  the  7th  instant  as  having  been  indicted  for  a  violation  of 
foreign  enlistment  act  in  engaging  men  to  serve  on  board  armed  V( 
belonging  to  the  insurgents  in  the  Unit^^d  States,  plead  guilty  yestei 
to  the  charge.  1  here  witli  forward  a  copy  of  the  Times  containing  a  re] 
of  the  proceedings  in  the  case. 

i  have  tiic  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAM& 
Hon.  WiLLiA3r  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  report  of  trial  of  Seymour  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Apptt 
dix,  No.  14.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1045.]  Departi^ient  of  State, 

Washington^  duty  28, 1864 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  the  15th  of  July,  No.  748,  whid 
informs  me  that  John  Seymour,  a  shipping  agent  for  the  piratical  •» 
vice,  organized  in  Great  Britain,  ha«  pleaded  guilty  and  been  convidd 
of  violating  the  neutrality  laws  4)f  that  kingdom.  It  appears  fhiiBtti 
newspaijer  report  of  the  tVial  which  accompanies  your  dis|>at(*Ii  that  til 
court,  with  the  (consent  of  the  prosecution  for  the  government,  dischuirt 
the  otfeiider  without  |)unishmeiit,  on  conditim  that  he  refrain  fn»l»^ 
peatiiig  his  crime.  The  President  i'ears  that  this  clemency  is  ilI-jiul0Bl 
Nevertheless,  appreciiating  the  good  faith  and  energy  which  lierHflljei') 
ty's  government  have  exhibired  in  securing  a  judicial  decision  conoerB^i 
acriiiuMigjiinstthe  United  States  which  has  too  long  been  practioed 
impunity,  the  President  will  patiently  wait  to  see  whether  that  dm 
has  the  salutary  eflect  which  is  expected  by  the  authorities  of  Great 
tain. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWABft 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  <fie.,  ifo. 


»_!. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

10.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Ijondon^  Avgunt  18,  1804. 
•  ••••••• 

• 

onnection  with  the  reniarks  innde  in  your  (lispat(!h  No.  1045,  of 
th  of  July,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  supple- 
)f  the  Liverpool  Daily  Post  of  the  11th  instant,  as  well  as  a  eopy 
Li>n4lon  Star  of  the  15th  instant,  both  containing  n»ports  of  fur- 
•ials,  held  at  Liverpool,  for  violations  of  the  forei«rn  enlistment  act. 
11  these  cases  it  is  ajiparent  that  the  result  is  piined  by  the  {^ov- 
nt,  without  serious  resistance,  the  only  penalty  to  the  [ruilty  par- 
infj  an  entry  into  oblipitions  not  to  repeat  the  offense.  It  is  plain 
le  verdict  nuivSt  have  been  practically  arrived  at  by  consent.  It 
sible  that  even  by  this  means  some  additional  strenjjth  may  be 
illy  acquired  by  the  p:overnment  towards  a  proi)er  enforcement  of 
V  in  future  cases.  There  yet  remains  one  in  which  this  point  will 
)ly  be  tested.  I  allude  to  that  of  Mr.  Kumble.  This  is  the  moat 
It  of  them  all.  Although  the  evidence  to  convict  him  is  of  the 
est  character,  it  is  not  certain  that  it  will  avail,  should  he  jiersist 
iutention  to  contest  it.  1  have  casually  had  a  few  words  with  the 
)r  geueral  on  the  subject,  from  which  I  infer  that,  though  very 
*nt  of  his  opinion  on  the  nu»rits  of  the  (piestion,  he  is  not  altogether 
It  mistrust  of  the  effect  of  technical  litigation  on  the  defensive 
thoroughly  resorted  to. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAM& 

.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stute. 

the  inclosed  reports  of  trials  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial 
dix.  No.  14.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

98.]  Department  of  State, 

^yashington^  September  20,  1804. 

:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  rcc^eipt  of  your  dispatch  of 
th  of  August,  No.  759,  which  gives  a  report  of  two  further  trials  for 
ous  of  the  enlistment  laws,  in  each  case  with  th>  same  result — a 
tion  by  court,  followed  by  a  discharge,  or  a  penal  obligation  not 
eat  the  ofiense. 

:ainly  this  mode  of  proceeding  has  very  little  tendency  to  vindicate 
TO  or  assure  the  neutrality  of  Great  Britain.  Another  prosecution, 
er,  is  pending,  and  is  expectiHl  to  be  brought  to  trial  very  soon, 
tesideut  will  reserve  the^ definitive  disposition  ot  the  subject  until 
salt  of  that  trial  slnUl  be  made  known. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

UKLES  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  (6c.y  &C.J  dec. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  819.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  Xovember  25, 1 
Sib:  ••••••• 

The  proceediugs  against  Messrs.  Jones  and  Higbatt,  for  enlisti 
men  for  the  rebels  at  Liverpool,  have  terininatetl  in  a  verdict  pro 
with  a  nominal  penalty,  to  which  the  parties  consented.  I  tnii 
copy  of  the  Times  containing  a  report.  The  distrust  of  the  law 
of  their  ability  to  enforce  the  statute  seems  to  me  to  amount  to  ti 
for  I  do  not  suspect  any  want  of  disposition. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  AD. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  report  of  trial  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appendix, '. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  830.]  Legation  of  the  United  States 

Londofij  December  8, 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  London  Times  eonta 
report  of  the  proceedings  in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  in  the 
the  Crown  against  Mr.  Rumble.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  matt 
off,  for  the  moment,  on  a  side  issue.  An  adjournment  was  i 
enable  the  defendant  to  fortify  himself  against  unexpected  e^ 
There  is  no  reasonable  doubt  of  his  guilt,  but  it  is  equally  certi 
great  efforts  will  be  made  to  get  him  clear. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  AD 
Hon.  WiLLiA^i  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  repoit  of  trial  of  Mr..  Rumble  se«  Parliamentary  and . 
Appendix,  No.  14.] 


[Communicated  by  the  British  LegatioD.] 

Uarl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Foreign  Office  December  8, 

My  Lord  :  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information^  a  coj 
dispatch  from  her  Majesty's  consul  at  Teneriffe,  stating  the  cireaio 
under  which  the  steamship  Sea  King  has  come  into  the  posse 
officers  of  the  Confederate  States. 

I  have  at  the  same  time  to  acquaint  you  that  her  Majesty's  gort 
took  immediate  steps,  on  the  arrival  in  England  of  tiie  men  t(A 
in  Mr.  Consul  Grattan's  dispatch,  who  had  formed  part  of  crew 
Sea  King,  to  make  an  investigation  into  the  circumstanoeB  of  tk 
and  that  under  the  advice  of  the  law  officers  of  th^  Oiown,  ii«r  Mi 
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vernment  have  given  directions  that  Captain  Corbett  shall  be  prose- 
ted  for  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and   regard,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
edient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 
Bight  Hon.  Tx)RD  Lyons,  etc.,  etc.,  d'c. 

Tor  report  of  trial  of  Captain  Corbett  see  Parliamentary  an<l  Judicial 
>peudix,  Xo.  14.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

.  1203.]  I)EPAUT3IENT   OF  STATE, 

Washington^  December  26,  1804. 

iiB :  Your  dispatch  6f  the  8th  of  December,  No.  830,  together  with 
J  account  of  the  opening  of  the  case  of  the  Queen  against  Kumble, 
[ler  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  has  been  received.  We  await  the  end 
the  trial  with  deep  interest.  It  is  desirable  to  know  whether,  in  a 
istitutional  government  which  devolves  the  iierformance  of  inter- 
tioiial  obligation  upon  a  municipal  judiciary,  an  aggrieved  state  can 
jsdn  at  least  one  just  and  effective  judgment. 
I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  8EWARD. 

HABL.ES  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  itc,  etc.,  etc. 


■^ 
^ 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

).  857.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  January  10,  18G5. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches  from  the 
S|;iartment  numbered  from  1212  to  1221,  both  inclusive,  and  likewise 
b.  1106,  mentionexl  last  week  as  missing. 

I  have  Ciiused  the  intercepted  correspondence  inclosed  with  this  last 
ispatch  to  be  copied  and  transmitted  to  Lord  Russell,  with  a  note,  a 
opy  of  which  I  send  herewith.  I  am  not  sure  that  this  is  the  course 
iffoiKXsed  in  the  latter  part  of  the  dispatch.  It  would  seem  rather  as  if 
be  intention  was  to  make  them  the  base  of  a  prosecution  against  Messrs. 
tones  and  Highatt  on  the  part  of  the  United  Statics.  This  woidd  be 
narking  out  a  novel  line  of  policy,  the  ])ossible  consequen(*es  of  which, 
in  relieving  the  British  government  of  its  responsibility  and  incurring 
the  hazard  of  almost  certain,  and  possibly  mortifying  failure,  do  not 
HH>^ar  as  yet  to  have  been  quite  sutticiently  weighed.  I  cannot  but 
wpe  that  if  such  a  decision  has  bet^n  arrived  at,  of  which  I  am  not  alto- 

eer  sure,  it  may  at  any  rate  be  fully  reconsidered  before  it  is  finally 
rmiued  on.  And  if  ultimately  det^mined  on,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest 
kealtsolute  nex;essity  of  sending  out  the  lawyers  necessary  to  see  it  vigor- 
•onsly  carried  forward.  From  my  i)ast  experienc^e  in  this  line,  I  feel 
3  assurance  of  any  energy  on  the  part  of  professional  men  here 
^  prosecuting  suits  under  the  enlistment  law,  or  of  any  confidence  in 
l>eir  success,  if  they  exerted  it. 

Ifeanwhile  her  Majesty's  government  has  decided  upon  trying  its 
tod  on  another  ease,  which  has  just  presented  itself,  of  quite  a  peculiar 
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character.  It  seems  that  a  Penivian  corvette,  called  the  Union,  liai 
been  tittiii^  out  from  this  port,  and  the  captain  has  been  engaged  in 
enlisting  some  seamen  here  for  the  service.  The  attention  of  the  govern- 1 
ment  officers  appears  to  have  been  drawn  to  this  by  the  fact  that  among  l 
tliese  seamen  were  three  wlio  had  been  formerly  en j^ajjed  by  Mr.Kumblefot  | 
the  service  of  the  rebels,  and  whose  testimony  was  consideretl  ;w  higUy 
important  in  the  prosecution  now  pendinf^.  It  is  now  announced  iuth 
newsiv.ipers  that  the  captain  is  to  be  tried  on  the  charge  of  violating  thetef 
in  enlisting  men  to  carry  on  war  against  Spain. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  as  well  to  mention  that  at  the  time  when 
the  enlistment  of  the  three  men  alluded  to  became  known  to  the  laf 
officers,  they  at  first  declined  to  take  any  direct  ste]>s  to  retain  thcA 
here,  notwithstanding  that  they  ile<*lared  them  essential  in  the  proswir^ 
tion  of  Rumble.  They,  however,  notified  Mr.  Morsi*,  the  consul,  of  thA 
opinion,  and  suggested  to  him  an  application  to  the  Peruvian  miiiistff 
for  their  reh»ase.  Mr.  Morse  came  to  me  about  it,  and  1  imniediat«|r 
addressed  a  note  to  Mr.  Baneda  on  the  subjetrt.  That  [Ct^itleman  beiii 
absent,  1  re(*eived  an  answer  from  his  secretary'  most  i)roniptly  ait 
handsomely  plachig  the  men  at  my  service.  I  wrote  him  at  oucei 
letter  acknowh^dging  the  obligation  on  behalf  of  my  government^  anl 
promising  to  bring  the  circumstance  U^  its  notice. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  senant, 

CHAKLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS 

Hon.  William  II.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  or  the  United  States, 

London^  January  18,  18<i5. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  copiM 
of  certain  letters  which  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  ifovernmeutrf 
the  U  nited  States.  They  are  ottered  in  the  nature  of  ciunulative  evidcM* 
to  i)r()ve  the  systematical  manner  in  which  the  neutrality  of  this  kiof' 
dom  has  been  habitually  abused  by  insurgent  emissaries  sent  out  ben 
expressly  for  the  purpose.  I  have  already  dwelt  so  much  \\\w\y  thjl 
point  in  my  previous  correspondence,  that  I  shall  confine  myself  on  tUl 
occasion  simply  to  asking  your  particular  notice  to  the  terms  of  tha 
letters  of  James  D.  Bullock,  well  understood  to  be  the  chief  agent  ii 
transactions  of  this  kind,  in  their  connection  with  the  proceediugs  rf 
Messrs.  Jones,  Highatt,  &c.,  and  imrticulaiiy  of  Mr.  Bold,  all  of  thea 
believed  to  be  subjects  of  her  Majesty,  and,  therefore,  bound  to  benei* 
tral  in  the  present  difficulties. 

I  hope  in  a  few  days  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  furnish  concJuav* 
proof  that  the  practices  referred. to  in  these  letters  dated  last  year  art 
yet  carried  on  with  as  nuu*h  activity  as  ever. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  conridtf- 
ation  with  which  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lonl,  your  lordship'tf  moit 
obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FKANCIS  ADAJfS.     | 

Right  lion.  Eabl  Kussell,  <£r.,  etc.,  &c. 
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Mr.  Barney  to  Captain  Morris. 

Grand  Hotel,  Paris^  February  5,  1804. 

My  Deak  Morris  :  I  have  inteiided  writing  to  you  for  several  days, 
t  postpone<l  it  until  I  eould  hear  soniethin^^  definite  from  Nantes.  I 
seived  your  letter  this  inornin«r,  and  was  sorry  to  hear  that  you  had 
Ba  sick.  I  hope  you  will  soon  get  to  sea,  ami  the  eliange  will  be  ben- 
cial  to  you. 

Beisset^on  is  here,  and  reports  all  ready  for  you.  Yon  are  to  telegra[)h 
len  ready,  asagreed  upon.  1  told  him  ycm  would  not  be  rendy  before  next 
lesday,  I  thought.  1  am  sorry  to  hear  of  the  ill  su(»cess  of  the  IMower. 
dlock  says  the  Florida's  engines  were  only  intended  to  work  u])  to 
rty-ilve  revolutions,  and  any  increase*  above  that  mark  must  be  very 
skiu^  and  should  only  be  resorted  to  on  an  emeigeney.  Her  maxi- 
im  spetnl  under  steam  alone  was  estimated  ten  knots.     1  represented 

Bii]lo(;k  that  your  money  ehest  wouhl  be  pretty  low,  and  he  kindly 
DsentcHl  to  i)ay  for  the  carriages.  You  will  approve  V.\s  bills,  and  B. 
n  pay  them,  and  so  give  you  a  little*  more  money  to  cruise  on. 
I  am  verv  sonv  to  hear  of  the*  bad  behavior  of  Hawthorne.  Ho 
omised  very  fair  when  I  released  him.  I  hope  wlum  von  get  to  sea  your 
m  will  settle  dowii,  and  by  lirm  and  judicious  treatment  become  a  good 
ew.  1  wrote  you  about  the  engineers'  allotments.  I  find  the  men  are 
so  allowed  to  leave  them.  But  I  suppose*,  they  are  none  of  your  new 
en  who  have  been  familiar  in  Englanel.     1  scarce^ly  think  it  woith  while 

give  them  the  chance  of  swindling  the  government. 
There  was  one  man  of  the  old  l'tow  who  wanted  to  send  money  to  his 
other  in  Ireland.    I  forget  his  name.     Averett  will  know  whom  1  mean, 
on  might  let  him  know  quietly  that  he  could  leave  an  allotment.    Jones 

Ck).,  of  Liverpool,  act  as  attorneys  for  the  men  of  the  other  ships,  and 
iy  the  money  to  their  friends  in  any  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  will  do 
le  same  service  for  the  Florida.  The  ticket  mnst  be  made  payable  to 
.  &  Co.,  or  any  one  else  in  Liverpool,  and  the  person  to  whom  it  is  to 
c  sent,  and  his  or  her  place  of  residence  given.  The  amount  is  sent  at 
Im  expense  of  the  government.  Captain  Blakely  n^quests  Captain  M.  F. 
brary  to  caution  our  officers  against  overloading  his  guns,  and  he  adds: 
'In  the  Florida  we  constantly  fire  twenty  pounds  of  i)owder  from  my 
1-inch  gun,  only  of  cast  iron,  banded  with  steel."  1  thought  the  ]>ivot 
piDB  were  seven  inches,  and  know  he  is  mistaken  about  the  twenty- 
wand  charges.  Ask  Averett  to  give  me  the  true  state  of  the  case. 
fcHiat  is  the  diameter  of  bore  of  the  i)ivots  ? 

Bemember  me  kindly  to  the  doctor.  1  re(*eived  his  note  and  remittance, 
Mid  the  money  and  likenesses  by  Mr.  Hough.  T  don't  think  that  of  you, 
lent  to  day,  very  good.  I  gave  Seme  one;  he  is  well  and  his  family. 
Idang  Trenholm  has  improved  very  nuu*h  since  I  first  came  up,  but 
rtn  looks  delicate.  Kind  regards  to  Averett  and  all  hands.  My  health 
himpro\ing,  but  I  still  sufter  much  at  times.  I  am  at  a  loss  what  to  do 
^h  myself.  There  is  nothing  new  here.  I  am  glad  the  things  I  sent 
*ere  satisfactory.  If  I  can  do  anything  else  for  you,  comnuind  me.  I 
fc>pe  to  hear  from  you  before  you  leave. 

Wishing  you  every  success,  I  am,  verv  trulv,  vours, 

J.  N.  BAItNEY. 
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Captain  Bulloch  to  Captain  Morris. 

Liverpool,  January  14, 186i 

Dear  Morris  :  1  received  your  letter  of  the  Stb  instant,  day  beta 
yesterday,  and;  I  have  only  delayed  replying  to  it  that  I  might  \oA 
about  a  little  to  see  how  you  could  best  be  helped  out  of  your  difficnl^ 
As  all  the  matter  of  shipping  men  for  the  vessels  in  France,  that  i 
for  your  ship  and  the  Rappahannock,  had  been  intrusted  to  Mr.  Bold, 
desired  first  to  see  what  arrangements  he  h«id  made  and  whether  the 
could  be  extended. 

Before  I  could  do  it  a  rumor  got  abroad  that  the  members  of  the  fin 
of  Jones  &  Co.,  who  you  know  are  partners  of  Mr.  Bold,  were  about  t 
be  taken  up  for  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  and  yestenia 
the  newspapers  stated  the  fact  openly.  It  appears  that  Jones  &  Co.  ai 
summoned  to  appear  before  the  magistrates  on  Friday,  (to  inorroiJ 
charged  with  enlisting  men  for  the  Confederate  States  naval  service;  ai 
although  mention  is  only  made  of  the  Georgia,  yet  it  is  said  that  impoi 
ant  revelations  concerning  the  conduct  of  Confederate  States  office 
here  will  be  made.  This  result  has  not  surprised  me,  for  the  indiscre 
manner  in  which  men  have  been  engaged  and  sent  about  has  Ikm^u  free 
commented  upon,  and  in  anticipation  of  trouble  I  have  kept  entirely  clej 
of  the  parties  engaged  in  these  movements.  This  action  of  the  authc 
ities  absolutely  closes  England  to  you  as  a  recruiting  ground,  unless }( 
in  person  make  an  arrangement  with  some  one  in  France  to  deliver  yc 
men  at  so  much  a  head.  That  is  the  manner  in  which  I  managed  iutl 
crew  of  the  Alabama,  and  thus  did  not  come  in  ex)ntact  with  any  of  tl 
men  until  they  were  actually  on  board  ship,  and  were  beyond  tiu*  juri 
diction  of  England.  For  any  Confederate  States  oflicer  to  attem] 
engaging  men  here  now  would  insure  his  getting  into  trouble,  be.sid 
ending  in  failure;  because  I  am  sure  that  agents  of  the  Yankee  cons 
would  ofter  thetr  services  with  the  express  intent  of  lodging  informatio 

Hamilton  has  written  you  about  liead,  who  would  beau  excellent  mi 
for  the  work  if  he  can  be  spared.  Suppose  you  ask  your  agent  in  Bre 
if  there  is  not  some  shipping-master  there  who  would  engage  to  fumii 
a  certain  number  of  men,  you  paying  all  expenses  of  trausiH)rtsition  ai 
fe  specified  sum  for  each  man  delivered  on  board. 

I  have  written  Commodore  B.,  suggesting  that  the  Georgia's  men  I 
transferred  to  your  ship.  I  am  told  she  has  some  excellent  men  whoai 
willing  to  remain  in  the  service.  I  regret  exceedingly  that  you  slioul 
have  such  embarrassment  in  the  very  outset,  especially  as  neither  for 
sight  nor  discretion  on  your  part  could  have  prevented  it,  and  becaoa 
moreover,  1  can  render  you  no  direct  aid.  I  will,  however,  endeavor  t 
send  you  a  nmn  who  1  think  can  be  trusted  on  some  assumed  busiuea 
and  you  can  make  him  a  direct  offer  to  pick  you  up  some  men. 

It  is  i)robable  that  1  shall  go  to  Paris  on  Tuesday  next.    Write  me  ^ 

the  care  of  Mr.  Senaci.     In  the  mean  time,  if  the  man  alluded  to  abon 

will  go,  1  will  let  you  know  in  advance.     If  arrangements  have  beei 

mcide,  Tesier,  I  am  sure  he  will  carry  them  out  faithfully  and  judicionalf. 

I  am  verv  truly  yours, 

JAMES  D.  BULLOCK. 


A.  Norur  &  Company  to  Captain  Morris. 

Nantes,  January  13,  IM^ 
^      I  will  do  all  my  efforts  for  making  the  greatest  possible  nnmber  of  tt0 
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7on  are  wanting  to  five  liundred.    These  pieces  I  am  sure  shall 

you, 

\ae  to  give  me  all  information  that  is  of  an  absolute  necessity. 

he  toach-hole  of  your  shells  narrow  or  increase,  or  does  it  remain 

o  the  diameter  A  of  the  fuze  from  the  point  B,  (inferior  part  of 

e's  thread  when  screwed  in  the  shell  t)    That  is  of  importance  to 

'  I  want  to  know  if  a  fuze  that  should  be  2J  times  longer,  and 


have  the  same  diameter  on  the  whole  length,  could  be  introduced 
r  own  shells.  The  two  sockets  for  the  pivot-boltJj  shall  also  be 
n  time.  In  a  few  days  I  shall  state  the  amount  of  my  bill.  I  have 
ry  well  understood  what  captain  is  saying,  when  he  asks  "Could 
t  hide-rope  for  wheel-ropes  f"  I  am  writing  for  further  informa- 
hereuj)on,  believe  me,  captain,  with  kind  regards,  very  sincerely 


A.  NORUR  &  CO. 


iain  Mobbis,  C.  8.  N.j  Brest 


Mr.  Norur  to  Captain  Morris. 

Nantes,  January  18, 1865. 

Deab  Sm:  In  accordance  with  your  request  I  herewith  send  you 
pit>ximate  cost  of  the  different  oiyects  I  will  deliver  to  you  at  the 
ud  place  agreed  upon,  with  a  detailed  invoice  of  the  same.  The 
:imate  amount  is  12,500  francs.  The  expenses  of  the  steamer  that 
arry  these  objects  will  be  over  and  above,  jind  will  be  paid  by 
n  James  B.,  for  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  them  actually;  I  can- 
re  you  the  exact  amount,  owing  to  the  fact  that  several  items  are 

hand  in  fulfillment  of  your  last  orders.  The  lengthening  by  two 
ro  inches  and  three-quarters  (2  ft.  2|  inches)  of  the  objects  men- 

in  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  will  in  nowise  delay  their 
ry  at  the  time  mentioned. 
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I  have  received  yours  of  the  IGth  instant.    Nevertheless  I  indofu 
better  explanations,  iLe  sketch  of  the  fuzes  I  am  making  for  you.    I 


B 


<0. 764 


tn. 
<0.886 


inckep, 
4.764 


(The  thread  of  the  screw  is  precisely  similar  to  that  of  the  fuze  I  received  from  j 

just  heard  that  it  is  of  physical  im]>ossibility  to  get  the  hide-rope  be 
twenty  days.  I  did  not  hesitate,  however,  to  order  it,  in  case  fi 
cause  or  otlier  should  delay  your  departure. 

I  remain,  captain,  very  respectfuUy  yours, 

A,  NOEU; 
Captain  Morris,  C.  8.  N'.,  Brest 

[The  remaining  inclosures,  relating  to  tlie  '^  Florida,^  will  be  ft 
with  same  dispatch  under  the  head  of  ^^  Rebel  Cruise^"  subdivi 
"Elorida^»2>o«f.] 


Ifr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Ko.  869.]  Legation  of  the  United  Statbs. 

Xofidoii,  JUrmff  Sy  i|t 
Sir:       •••••••• 

I  likewise  have  the  honor  to  send  copies  of  the  TiaMS^  of  tbafi  i 


PROSECUTIONS  OF  HEBEL  AGENTS.  475 

fitant,  oontaiuiDg  a  report  of  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
ble. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS, 
•n.  William  II.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

>r  trial  of  Mr.  Rumble  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Api)eiidix, 

4.J 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

;72.]  Legation  of  tiik  United  States, 

London  J  February  9,  1805. 

I :  I  transmit  copies  of  the  Times  containinj^  a  report  of  the  close  of 
rial  of  Mr.  Rumble. 

i>m  the  rcvsult  of  this  jmiceedinj;  I  have  come  to  the  (H>ncIusion  that 
stice  to  the  United  States  can  be  expected  from  i>ressin|?  juosecutions 
r  the  enlistment  act  in  the  courts  of  this  kingdom.  A  more  flagrant 
iple  than  this  one  could  scarcely  occur.  1  do  not  consider  it  advis- 
to  make  efforts  to  reiieat  such  an  experiment  with  any  co-operation 
ever  on  the  ])art  of  the  United  States. 

e  process  is  just  this:  So  far  as  I  have  any  information  no  attempt 
et  been  made  by  tliis  government  to  initiate  nunisures  to  prevent  or 
sh  violations  of  the  enlistment  law.  It  waits  for  information  from 
legation  and  expects  that  this  will  be  based  on  lei^al  testimony, 
r  proceedings  have  been  couDuenced  it  expei^ts  that  we  shall  not 
supply  but  keep  in  hand  the  witnesses  to  be  relied  upon  in  the 
xjution.  The  consec|uence  is,  that  the  labor  of  holding  a  class  of 
le  proverbially  needy,  unstable,  and  peculiarly  liable  to  be  operated 
^'  counter  influences,  is  devolved  upon  us.  When  the  case  comes  up 
nal  it  is  the  natural  resource  of  the  lawyers  in  the  defence  to  attem])t 
scredit  and  to  cast  odium  upon  these  witnesses  as  suborned  by  afor- 
government  in  order  to  crush  a  respectable  Englishman.  Such  was 
^ame  played  in  this  case,  and  the  luosecuting  oflicers,  instead  of 
•uncing  the  whole  of  it  with  a  proper  share  of  indignation,  and  doing 
•  duty  in  i)rotecting  both  the  witnesses  and  the  foreign  government, 
ar  to  have  acted  only  as  if  afraid  lest  some  trifling  share  of  the 
m  might  ])08sibly  fall  upon  their  own  shouUlers. 
either  is  this  the  worst  of  the  matter.  In  the  very  midst  of  a  crim- 
prosecution  the  chief  justice,  perceiving  that  the  name  of  a  man  not 
But  was  implicated  by  the  testimony  of  one  of  the  witnesses  for  the 
ecution,  and  learning  that  he  was  at  Malta,  actually  breaks  off  the 
ing  in  the  middle,  and  postpones  it  for  several  weeks — long  enough 
rocure  the  return  of  that  man.  The  jury  and  the  witnesses  for  the 
ecution,  meantime,  are  left  open  to  any  influence  which  a  crafty 
,  like  the  prisoner,  may  be  able  to  bring  to  bear  upon  them.  We 
•abundant  proof  of  the  outrageous  manner  in  which  he  actually  did 
Ate  on  the  latter,  some  of  whom  he  succeeded  in  spiriting  away.  1 
'.  myself  little  doubt  tluit  the  man  who  did  not  scruple  to  tami>er 
tliem^  would  not  hesitate  to  do  the  same  with  the  jury.  After  the 
was  resumed,  the  fact  appears  plainly  enough  that  their  minds  were 
e  up  long  befoi'e  the  close  Anil  the  chief  justice  was  so  far  befogged 
18  British  sympathies  as  not  to  care  to  penetrate  the  game  that  was 
ing,  and  actually  to  intimate  very  broadly  in  his  charge  a  belief  that 
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the  foul  play  was  carried  on  by  the  government  most  interested  in  te 
prosecution. 

From  a  view  of  the^e  circumstances,  I  have  come  to  the  concluaioi 
that  instead  of  attempting  further  to  supply  facilities  for  this  kind  d 
proceeding  the  United  States  should,  in  future,  out  of  regard  to  itsowi 
dignity,  confine  itself  to  furnishing  the  information,  and  throw  the  entin 
responsibility  for  the  conduct  of  all  legal  measures  uik>u  the  Britiak 
authorities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  report  of  trial  of  Mr.  Rumble  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial 
Appendix,  No.  14.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  89().J  Leoation  of  the  United  States, 

LondoHj  March  0,  18(kx 

Sir:  In  anticipaticm  of  the  receipt  of  the  comments  which  ai-e  donM- 
less  on  their  way  to  me  from  America,  upon  the  issue  of  the  trial  of  Mt 
Rumble,  1  now  transmit  a  co])y  of  a  note  from  Lord  Russell  to  me,fll 
the  8th  instant,  finnouncing  the  course  which  has  been  taken  re^pectbg 
that  persopage  by  the  government.  (Considering  that,  in  the  face  of  Al 
law,  he  has  been  held  innocent  of  the  ottense,  I  cannot  see  that  mwk 
more  could  have  b(?en  done  to  him  than  has  been  done.  As  an  indioatki 
of  the  animus  of  tlu^  governlnent,  I  think  it  may  be  favorably  received 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMa 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Rmsell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  March  8, 18(55. 

Sir:  In  my  letter  of  the  18th  ultimo,  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  vM 
that  a  court  of  inquiry,  appointed  by  the  lords  commissioners  of  tk 
admiralty,  to  investigate  the  circnnistances  connecteil  with  thedei«ii 
lire  of  the  Scylla,  or  Rappahannock,  from  Sheeniess,  had  reported  tW 
there  was  no  foundation  for  the  assertion  which  ha<l  l>eeu  made,  that  the 
Scylla  had  been  towed  out  of  the  harbor  of  Sheeiiiess  by  a  vessel  bdoif 
ing  to  her  Majesty's  navy;  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  infom  yo> 
further,  with  respectt  to  this  matter,  tlmt  the  lords  of  tlie  admiralty  liw 
fidly  considered  the  proceedings  of  Mr.  Rumble  in  n»gard  thereto. 

It  api>eared  to  their  lordships,  that  as  Mr.  Rumble  has  been  acqniHiif 
by  a  jury  of  any  guilty  knowledge  of  the  true  character  of  the  8«yD% 
up  to  the  time  of  her  departure  from  Sheeniess,  they  had  onlytoeofr 
sider  his  proceedings  after  that  event  in  forming  an  opinion  with  WJ** 
to  his  conduct  in  the  case  of  this  vessel.  And  the  concluBion  at  wiii 
their  lonlships  have  arrived  is  that  Mr.  Rumble,  after  the  charadw* 
the  vessel  had  been  openly  declared,  acted  in  a  manner  caleatatedt> 
afford  just  grounds  for  the  accusation  that  an  officer  emiiiojed  ii^ 
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iesty's  service  had  aided  and  abetted  those  parties,  who,  in  violation 
[ier  Majesty's  proclamation,  were  concerned  in  fitting  out  the  Scylla 
ft  vessel  of  war.  Under  these  circumstances  their  lordships  have 
ided  to  pkice  Mr.  Rumble  upon  half  pay,  as  an  officer  in  whom  they 
no  longer  place  any  confidence. 

have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
lient,  humble  servant, 


iiABLES  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  d-c*.,  c&c,  dec. 


RUSSELL. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Referred  to  hi  the  preceding  note.] 

Foreign  Office,  February  18, 1865. 

hiB,:  With  reference  to  the  assertions  that  have  been  made,  that  the 
aiuer  Scylla  or  Rappahannock  was  towed  by  a  government  tug  oiit 
Sheeniess  harbor,  on  the  24th  of  November,  1803, 1  have  the  honor  to 
•te  to  you  that  I  have  receive<l  from  the  lords  cjommissioners  of  the 
miralty  a  cop3'  of  a  report  accompanied  by  a  minute  of  proceedings 
a  court  of  inquiry,  held  by  their  lordsliips'  orders  at  Sheerne^s, 
investigate  the  truth  of  those  assertions,  and  that  it  results  from  that 
luiry  that  the  members  of  the  court  were  perfectly  satisfied  that  no 
vernment  tug,  or  vessel  of  any  description  belonging  to  her  Majesty, 
slated,  or  accompanied  the  Scylla  or  Rappahannock,  on  tlie  occasion 
her  leaving  Sheeniess  harbor  on  the  night  in  question. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
edient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  dr.,  d:c. 


Mr.  Sexcard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

0. 1313.1  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  21,  1865. 

8lR:  This  government  has  had  under  consideration  the  proceedings  in 
he  trial  of  the  case  of  the  Queen  against  Rumble,  ui)on  a  very  elaborate 
ndictment  for  violation  of  the  neutrality  laws  of  Great  Britain  in  the 
iqiiipment  and  enlistment  of  men  for  the  piratical  steamer  Rappahan- 
loek. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  this  government  that  the  acquittal  of  Rumble  was 
Mmtrary  to  the  law,  and  contrary  to  the  evidence  submitted  in  the  case. 
Bat  this  government  acknowledges  with  pleasure  that  it  finds  in  the 
nport  of  the  trial  abundant  evidence  that  her  Majesty's  government 
bve  acted  with  diligence  and  entire  good  faith  in  instituting  the  prose- 
^stion  and  carrying  it  on  to  it-s  unsatisfactory  conclusion.  It  is  a  pleasure 
iIk)  to  this  government  to  admit  its  high  apprecnation  of  the  manner  and 
Cmn  in  which  the  indictment  was  prepared,  and  the  prosecution  was 
conduGted  by  the  solicitor  general  and  other  counsel  for  the  Crown. 

lo  tiie  opinion  of  this  government  the  defeat  of  justice  which  occur- 
pBdii  the  case  is  due  in  no  small  degree  to  the  proceeding  of  the  presid- 
'l^'JlutjAe  in  adjourning  the  trial  of  the  case  for  the  long  period  of  fifty- 
>4^  di^s  after  important  testimony  had  been  given  for  the  prosecution^ 
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and  with  the  view  to  enable  the  defendant  to  procure  contradictoT 
dence.  That  lonf^  delay  left  the  jury  free  and  open  to  be  practim^ 
by  the  defendant  and  his  abettors — an  experiment  sure  to  be  re«oi 
in  a  ease  attended  by  hipfh  political  excitement.  It  is  the  opinion 
government  that  the  ajournment  thus  granted  was  not  warraii 
reliable  ])recedents  in  the  administration  of  cnminal  justice.  And, 
this  government  thinks  that  if  the  allegation  of  surprise  was  sn 
to  arrest  the  trial,  the  jury  ought  to  have  been  dismissed,  and 
new  jury  should  have  been  summoned  to  try  the  issue,  when  tl 
ariived  at  which  the  court  thought  proper  that  the  prosecution  shoi 
ceed.  This  government  acknowledges  that  it  does  not  otherw 
any  sufficient  ground  for  (piestioning  the  learning  or  the  impart! 
the  presiding  judge  in  the  conduct  of  the  trial. 

The  guilt  of  the  accused  was  clearly  j)roved.     It  was  proved 
nesses  who  in  the  main  were  credible;  and  when  the  cast*  i-ested 
degn»e  upon  the  testimony  of  witnesses,  whose  charact(»r  or 
nient  was  susj)ici(»us,  that  testimony  was  corroborated  by  fac 
circumstanc(»s  which,  in  the  judgment  of  this  government,  left  no 
able  doubt  of  its  truth. 

The  responsibility  for  the  failure  of  the  prosecution  seems,  thert 
fall  u])on  the  jury.  They  anntmnced  an  opinion  advei^se  to  the  [) 
tion  upon  a  cardinal  point  with  unbecoming  impatience,  not  onl 
out  waiting  for  the  instructions  of  the  judge,  but  even  without  wai 
hear  the  argum(»nt  of  the  counsel  for  the  Crown  upon  that  topic. 

It  was  only  by  resorting  to  a  subterfuge,  of  which  a  candi< 
would  be  incapable,  that  they  found  the  defendant  innocent  of  the 
edge  that  the  vessel  he  was  so  industriously  supplying  with  seam 
l)reparing  for  a  cruise  of  piraey,  instead  of  a  mere  trial-trip  or  ap 
voyage  to  China.  The  readiness  with  which  they  Ciime  this 
sion,  and  the  popular  apphuuse  which  greeted  it,  leave  little  r 
doubt  that  the  jury  rendered  their  unjust  verdict  under  the  influ 
a  national  enmity  towards  the  United  States,  which  the  counsel 
defendant  so  artfully  labored  to  awaken  in  the  panel. 

Such  was  the  end  of  this  trial — the  only  remedy  which  her  Mj 
government  opened  to  the  United  States  to  save  themselves  from  pi 
warfare  by  British  subjects.*  So  far  as  the  defendant  is  concern 
goes  un]mnislied,  and  another  judicial  triumph  is  given  in  a  Britis 
to  subjects  of  the  Crown  who  are  diligently  engaged  and  systems 
combined  in  fitting  out  hostile  expeditions  against  the  United 
It  remains  for  us  only  to  say  that  the  United  States  cxinnot  he 
deem  themselves  called  u[>on  to  api)eal  to  British  tribunals  for  the  e 
ment  of  the  British  neutrality  laws.  This  government  cannot  agj 
untarily  bring  the  American  peojile  before  a  tribunal  where  ju* 
denied  them  with  evasicm,  contumely,  and  insult.  In  comman: 
these  opinions  of  this  government  to  Earl  Kussell,  you  will  remii 
that  the  Shenandoah  is  still  at  large  ujum  the  high  seas;  that  the! 
hannock,  now  virtually  used  as  a  receiving  ship  under  the  direc 
insurgents  at  Liverpool  and  London,  is  detained  at  Calais,  only  tl 
the  good  offices  of  the  French  government,  and  that  the  Olimh 
Stoerkodder,  alias  the  Stonewall,  with  her  Bntish  armament  and 
is  detained  at  Ferrol,  not  at  all  through  British  interposition,  bn 
by  the  watchfulness  of  the  United  States  navy.  This  government^ 
fore,  again  api>eals  to  her  Majesty's  goveniment  for  aresdndingo 
great  national  wrong. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAl 

Charles  Erancib  Abame^  ^^.^  &e*^  &e.^  &». 
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Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

>.  1321.]  Department  of  State, 

WaHhingtoHj  March  25,  18G5. 

8lB:  Your  dispatch  of  tlio  9tli  of  March,  No.  890,  has  been  recjeived. 
leam  from  it  that  Kunible,  who  was  acquitted  by  a. jury  of  Middlesex 
the  charge  of  equipping  the  pirate  Victor,  alias  Kappahanuock,  has 
en  relieved  by  her  Majesty's  government  from  active  naval  service, 
id  put  upon  the  half-pay  list,  as  a  proof  that,  notwithstanding  the  ver- 
ct  referred  to,  his  official  conduct  is  nevertlieless  disapproved.  Tliis 
oceeding  of  the  government  is  accepted  as  a  new  evidence  of  the  good 
Lth  of  the  government  which  I  have  already  acknowledged  with  sincere 
tisfaction. 

I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  II.  SEWAKD. 

Celables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  etc.,  c£-c.,  d-c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

o.  1<)09.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  December  1,  1865. 

Sib:  The  case  of  Captain  P.  S.  Corbett,  who  stands  charged  with  hav- 
ig  enlisted  certain  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  on  board  the  Sea  King,  alias 
benandoah,  in  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  came  up  in  the 
oart  of  Queen's  bench  on  Wednesilay.  1  have  the  honor  to  inclose 
opies  of  the  Times,  of  to-day  and  yesterday,  continuing  a  repoiii  of 
he  proceedings. 

I  am,  sir,  j'our  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS- 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  report  of  trial  of  Captain  Co»*bett  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial 
appendix,  No.  14.J 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Xal630.]  Depart^ient  of  State, 

Washington^  December  18,  18G5. 

BiB:  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  the  1st  of  December,  No.  1099, 
iMdoaing  copies  of  the  London  Tinu^.s  of  the  3()th  ultimo  and  1st  instant, 
ttBtainiug  a  report  of  the  ])roci»,edings  before  the  court  of  Qneen's  bench 
l^the  case  of  Capaiu  Corbett,  charged  with  a  violation  of  the  fureigu 
iBfigtmeiit  act. 

The  actual  result  of  this  case  excites  no  surprise  here.    Of  complaintfl 
•tthe  character  above  named  there  have,  ])erhai)s,  been  enough  at  pres- 
et   But  should  you  think  otherwise,  you  are  at  liberty  to  make  the 
lnoper  representations  to  this  department. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  n.  SEWARD. 

Chables  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  d-c,  c€t.,  t&c. 
^  [For  trial  of  Captain  Corbett  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appendix^ 
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THE  SIDITER. 

Mr.  Setcard  to  J/r.  Adams. 

84.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  September  10, 1861. 

IR:  I  send  you  {in  extract  of  a  letter  just  received  from  Mr.  Francis 
nard,  in  the  island  of  Trinidad.  It  shows  a  clear  case  of  connivance 
the  authorities  of  that  island  with  the  insurgents  of  the  United 
tes,  in  violation  of  the  rights  and  dignity  of  this  government,  if  the 
s  are  truly  presented.  You  will  bring  the  subject  to  the  notice  of 
d  Russell,  and  will,  if  the  case  shall  not  be  satisfactorily  exi)lained, 

for  such  proceedings  in  the  premises  as  shall  make  the  authorities 
he  island  sensible  of  the  displeasure  of  the  imperial  government, 

prevent  such  occurrences  in  the  future. 

or  your  satisfaction,  I  state  that  a  new.  consul  has  been  appointed  at 
idad,  and  that  he  is  now  on  his  way  to  that  island. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedientf  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
lABLES  Francis  Adams,  tf-c,  &c.,  &c. 

or  inclosed  letter  of  Mr.  Bernard  see  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch,  October 
;61,  ^S'o.  53,  to  Mr.  Seward,  j>o»f.] 


Ifr.  Adams  to  Mr  Setcard. 

[Extract.] 

50.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  September  28,  1861. 

-W>     a  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

uring  my  stay  at  Abergeldie  I  alluded  to  instructions  received  at 
moment  of  my  leaving  Ix)ndon,  in  youi"  dispatch,  No.  84,  of  the  10th 
ex>tember,  directing  me  to  make  a  complaint  of  the  authorities  at 
idad  for  their  mode  of  reception  of  the  insurgent  privateer,  the 
iter.  I  read  to  him  [Earl  Eussell]  the  copy  of  the  letter  of  ^Ir. 
lard,  which  was  inclosed.  But  I  contented  myself  with  only  men- 
Lng  the  subject,  as  I  said  I  supposed  I  should  be  obliged  to  present 
ease  hereafter,  in  a  moi-e  formal  way,  in  writing. 
is  lordship  expressed  a  wish  that  I  should  take  that  course.  The 
ter  had  already  come  before  the  colonial  office,  and  it  had  been 
rred  to  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  to  rei>ort  what  was  the  action 

yev  to  be  taken  in  similar  cases. 

•  •  *  •  *  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
OB.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Sewarcl, 

[Extract.] 

No.  53.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London  J  October  4,  ISGl. 

Sill:  I  have  to  acknowledge   tlie  reception  of  dispatches  from  the 
department,  numbered  from  85  to  89,  both  inchisive. 

The  <lisi)atcli,  No.  Soj  dated  the  10th  of  September,  like  its  imme4liate 
pnnlecessor,  No.  84,  of  the  same  date,  though  received  here  a  vci-A 
earlier,  n»hites  to  cases  of  violati<m  of  neutrality  in  the  Biitish  islaiidi  \ 
in  the  West  Indies.  I  have  now  the  honor  to  forward  copies  of  two  in>t«  i 
addressed  by  me  to  Lord  liussell,  one  of  the  3()thof  September,  and  the  I 

other  of  the  following  day,  touching  these  questions. 

•  •"*  #  *  •  • 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

'  CHAKLES  FEANCIS  A'DAMa    '.. 
Hon.  AViLLiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[Second  inclosure  printed  under  head  of  "  Enforcement  of  Neutrality^' 
*-(ieneral  Subject,^  Vol.  I,  p.  520.  Dispsitch  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mt 
Adams,  No.  85,  September  10,  1801,  iniuted  under  "  Enforcement  rf 
Neutrality,"  "General  Subject,-'  Vol.  1,  p.  518. 


Mr,  Adamn  to  Earl  Rmsell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States. 

LondoHy  September  30, 18C1. 

Tiie  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenii)otentiaiy 
of  tin*  United  Slates,  regi'ets  to  be  obliged  to  inform  the  right  honorabto 
Earl  Kussell,  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  ftireigi 
alfairs,  that  he  has  been  instructed  by  the  President  of  the  United  Statei 
to  i»ri»fer  a  complaint  against  the  authorities  of  the  island  of  Trinidad 
for  a  violation  of  her  Mjyesty's  proclamation  of  neutrality,  by  giving  ait 
and  encouragement  to  the  insurgents  of  the  United  States.  It  apiM^arsly 
an  extract  from  a  letter  received  fit  the  Dei)artment  of  State  from  a  jrcntle- 
man  believed  to  be  worthy  of  credit,  a  resident  of  Trinidad,  Mr.  Francis 
Bernard,  a  copy  of  which  is  submitted  herewith,  that  a  steam  vessel, 
known  as  an  armed  insurgent  privateer,  called  the  Sumter, was  received 
on  the  30th  of  July  last  at  that  port,  and  was  permitted  to  remain  fof 
six  days,  dimng  which  time  she  was  not  only  furnished  with  all  neces- 
sary supplies  for  the  continuance  of  her  cruise,  under  the  sanction  of  the 
attoni(\v  general,  but  that  her  Majesty's  flag  was  actually  hoisted  on  the 
government  flagstaff  in  acknowledgment  of  her  arrival. 

The  undersigned  has  been  directed  by  his  government  to  bring  thii 
extraordinary  proceeding  to  the  attention  of  Lard  Kussell,  and,  in  caee 
it  shall  not  be  satisfactorily  explained,  to  ask  for  the  adoption  of  saA 
measures  as  shall  insure,  on  the  pai-t  of  the  authorities  of  the  island,  the 
prcv(»ntion  of  all  occurrences  of  the  kind  during  the  continuance  of  the 
diiliculties  in  America. 

The  undersigned  deems  it  proper  to  add,  in  explanation  of  the  abw« 
of  any  ofticial  representation  from  Trinidad  to  substantiate  the  pftts^ 
complaint,  that  there  wv\s  no  consul  of  the  United  States  there  at  the 
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ne  of  the  arrival  of  the  vessel.  The  undersigned  had  the  honor,  a  few 
bjs  since,  to  apprise  Lord  Russell  of  the  fact  that  this  deticieney  liad 
^n  since  supplied,  by  preferring  an  application  for  her  Majesty's  vxe- 
latur  for  a  new  consul,  who  is  already  on  his  way  to  occupy  his  post. 
The  undersignetl  begs  to  renew  to  Earl  Kussell  the  assuranct^s  of  his 
g^hest  consideration. 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  AD A:\rS. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  dc,  dr.,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Bernard  to  ^fr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.] 

Trinidad,  August  7,  ISOl. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  on  the  30th  ultimo  a  steam  sloop-of- 
ir  (Semmes  commander)  carrying  a  secession  flag,  five  guns,  sonu»  of  a 
rge  caliber,  and  a  crew  of  from  120  to  150  men,  sailed  boldly  in  our 
irbor  and  rei>orted  herself  to  the  authorities  of  this  island  as  being 
I  a  cruise.  She  was  last  from  Puei-to  Cabello ;  and  since  she  succeeded 
.  getting  out  of  the  Mississippi  river  she  has  already  captured  no  less 
lan  eleven  American  vessels.  I  have  ascertained  the  names  of  some 
f  them,  viz  :  the  Joseph  Maxwell,  Al)e  Bradford,  Minnie  ^liller,  West 
rind,  of  Westerly,  with  a  cargo  of  sugar  from  Havana,  and  (1  olden 
locket,  which  was  burnt  by  her  off  the  coast  of  Cuba. 

The  Sumter  landed  eight  of  her  i)risoners  here  in  a  destitute  condi- 
ion;  but  a  contribution  has  been  raised  here  for  their  benefit*,  sufiicient 
[)  supply  their  immediate  wants,  and  I  will  take  care  that  they  are 
TOvided  for  till  an  opportunity  offers  to  ship  them  to  the  States. 

The  Sumter  remahied  here  till  the  otli  instant,  and  was  allowed  to 
apply  herself  with  coals  and  other  necessary  outfits.  The  British  flag 
ras  hoisted  on  the  government  flag  staff*  for  her  arrival,  and  the  officers 
t  the  British  war  vessel  Cadmus  appeared  to  be  on  amicable  terms 
rith  those  of  the  Sumter.  The  merchant  who  supplied  the  SumttT  with 
oab  did  it  with  the  consent  and  approval  of  our  attorney  general. 

Being  a  loj'al  American,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  send  you  these  infor- 
nations,  as  there  has  been  no  consul  of  our  nation  in  this  island  for 
luuiy  months. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  BERNARD. 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.] 

0. 58.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  October  11,  1801. 

8lR:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  Lor<l  Russell's  note  to  me 
f  the  4th  instant,  in  reply  to  my  representation  of  the  conduct  of  the 
uthorities  of  the  island  of  Trinidad,  made  under  instructions  from  the 
opartment. 

It  will  appear  fipom  this,  that  the  governor  of  Trinidad,  by  hoisting 
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the  British  flag  on  the  government  flagstaff,  probably  desired  to  gigm^ 
to  the  ofiicers  of  the  Sumter,  on  tlieir  arrival,  the  neutral  character  of  UA; 
island,  but  that  he  in  the  mean  time  forgot  that  the  act  is  susceptible 
a  very  different  construction  in  the  popular  mind. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  October  4, 186L 

The  undersigned,  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  fo: 
affairs,  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  a  complaint  from  Mr.  Adams,  eii 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at 
court,  against  the  authorities  of  the  island  of  Trinidad  for  a  violation 
her  Majesty's  i)rochimation  of  neutrality,  by  giving  aid  and  enco 
ment  to  the  insurgents  of  the  United  States. 

It  appears,  from  the  accounts  received  at  the  colonial  office  and  at 
admiralty,  that  a  vessel  bearing  a  secession  flag  entered  theportof  Trfc 
idad  on  the  30th  of  July  last. 

Captain  Hillyar,  of  her  Majesty's  ship  Cadmus,  having  sent  a  boit 
to  aso(*rtain  her  nationality,  tlie  commanding  officer  showed  a  commit 
sion  signed  by  Mr.  Jefferson  Davis,  calling  himself  the  president  of  tto 
so-styled  Confederate  States.  ] 

The  Sumter,  whi(ih  was  the  vessel  in  question,  was  allowed  to  ^i 
six  days  at  Trinidad,  and  to  supply  herself  with  coals  and  provisiiHi^^ 
and  the  attorney  general  of  the  island  perceived  no  illegality  in  thc»  j 
proceedings.  1 

The  law  officers  of  the  Crown  have  reported  that  the  conduct  of  tkl  ] 
governor  wa«  in  conformity  to  her  Majesty's  proclamation. 

No  mention  is  made  by  the  governor  of  his  hoisting  the  British  flag ot 
the  government  flag-staff;  and  if  he  did  so,  it  was  probably  in  order  to 
show  the  national  character  of  the  island,  and  not  in  acknowledgmeaft 
of  the  arrival  of  the  Sumter. 

There  does  not  appear,  therefore,  any  reason  to  believe  that  her  Vk 
jesty's  proclamation  of  neutrality  has  been  violated  by  the  governor  of; 
Trinidad,  or  by  the  commanding  officer  of  her  Mfgesty's  ship  Cadmna. 

The  undersigned  requests  Mr.  Adams  to  accept  the  assurance  of 
highest  consideration. 

EUSSELL 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  cfec,  <£"c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  112.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingt&nj  October  29, 1861. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  October  11,  No.  58,  has  been  received.  It  i» 
accompanied  by  Lord  Eussell's  reply  to  the  note  which  you  addressed  to 
him  by  my  direction,  asking  an  explanation  of  the  conanct  of  tte  eote- 
nial  authorities  in  Trinidad  on  the  occasion  of  the  entrance  rftlliepi»^ 
ical  vessel  the  Sumter  into  that  port. 
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Xord  Bossell  admits  that  the  Sumter,  (an  armed  American  vessel,) 
!«riugan  insurgent  flag,  entered  the  port  of  Trinidad,  and  when  boarded 
lid  required  to  show  her  nationality,  her  commanding  oflicer  showed  no 
gal  authority  from  this  government,  but  a  pretended  commission  from 
citizen  of  the  United  Stiites,  notoriously  engaged  in  arms  against  them, 
otwithstanding  these  facts,  it  is  not  denied  that  the  governor  of  the 
land  hoisted  the  British  flag  on  the  government  flag-staff,  although  it 

stated  by  Lord  Eussell  that,  if  he  did  so,  it  was  probably  done  in  order 
i  show  the  national  character  of  the  island,  and  not  in  acknowledgment 
:'  the  arrival  of  the  Sumter. 

His  lordship,  however,  admits  that  the  Sumter  was  allowed  to  re- 
ain  six  days  in  Trinidad,  and  that  during  her  stay  she  was  allowed  to 
ipply  herself  with  coals  and  provisions.  The  armament,  the  insurgent 
ag,  and  the  spurious  commission  told  the  governor,  as  they  sufliciently 
rove  to  her  Majesty's  government,  that  the  Sumter  is  and  can  be 
othing  else  than  a  piratical  vessel.  Uer  depredations  on  the  commerce 
f  this  country  form  a  part  of  the  history  of  our  times.  The  British  gov- 
nment  has,  moreover,  been  directly  informed  by  us  that  the  Sumter 
>  a  piratical  craft,  and  that  the  navigators  and  seamen  on  board  of  her 
ce  pirates,  punishable  by  the  laws  of  their  own  country  with  death, 
ord  Kussell  informs  us  that  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  have  never- 
lieless  reported  that  the  conduct  of  the  colonial  authorities  of  Trinidad 
\  in  conformity  to  her  Majesty's  proclamation.  Her  Mjyesty's  govem- 
lent  dismiss  our  complaint  from  their  consideration. 

Id  \'iew  of  these  facts,  it  becx)mes  my  duty  to  instruct  you  to  inform 
he  British  government  that  the  President  deeply  regrets  that  Lord  lius- 
eU  is  altogether  unable  to  give  to  our  complaint  a  sati^fa<!tory  solution. 

When  it  is  considered  how  importxint  a  part  commerce  i>lays  among 
lie  interests  of  our  country,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  United  States?  cannot 
XMifient  that  pirates  engaged  in  destroying  it  shall  receive  shelter  and 
iq>plies  in  the  ports  of  friendly  nations.  It  tends  to  the  universal 
If^gement  of  commerce  when  piracy  is  anywhere  tolerated,  and  there- 
bre  its  suppression  is  a  common  interest  of  all  civilized  countries.  But 
if  any  one  power  fails  to  preserve  this  interest,  and  to  act  for  the  com- 
mon welfare,  then  it  is  easy  to  see  that  each  state  must  i)rovide  for  its 
wm  security  at  whatever  cost,  and  however  it  may  disturb  the  general 
larmony  of  the  commercial  world. 

This  government  will  consider  how  its  safety  may  be  best  secured;  but 
t  cannot  forbear  from  expressing  a  hope  that  her  ^Iaj(»sty's  ministers, 
I  view  of  the  gravity  of  the  question,  may  deem  the  subje(;t  worthy  of 
deliberate  reconsideration. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Chables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  d-c,  dc,  dc. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  1,  1862,  page  101.] 

No.   100. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell, 

Washington,  November  4, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  Mr.  Seward  spoke  to  me,  tbe  day  before  yesterday,  resi>ect- 
ng  the  admission  of  the  confederate  vessel  Sumter  into  British  and 
DaUth  ports. 
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With  regard  to  the  Dutch  government,  Mr.  Seward  said  that  he  bad 
been  obliged  to  cause  very  serious  remonstrances  to  be  addressed  ti 
them,  but  that  he  had  now  been  informed  that  they  had  given  orden 
that  the  Southern  privateers  should  not  be  allowed  to  remain  more  that 
twenty-four  hours  in  a  Dutch  port.    It  was  true,  he  said,  that  it 
been  declared  that  these  orders  had  not  been  issued  in  deference  to 
representations  of  the  United  States  government ;  but  this  was  imma^' 
terial ;   so  long  as  the  privateers  were  excluded  in  practice,  he  did  not 
care  to  inquire  on  what  ground  that  was  done. 

Mr.  Seward  then  mentioned  the  reception  of  the  Sumter  at  Trinidad, 
and  alluded  to  your  lordship's  note  to  Mr.  Adams  of  the  4th  of  October, 
on  the  subject.  He  said  he  had  been  obliged  to  send  immediatdf 
instructions  to  Mr.  Adams  with  regard  to  that  note.  He  did  not  tell  ma 
the  nature  of  those  instructions,  but  he  spoke  to  me  of  the  affair  in  a 
tone  of  complaint,  and  dwelt  especially  on  the  length  of  time  durinf 
which  the  Sumter  had  been  allowed  to  remain  at  Trinidad,  and  on  tiia 
supplies  which  she  had  obtained  there.  He  said  that  France,  and,  ha 
thought,  all  the  other  powers  of  Europe,  refused  to  allow  privateenta 
remain  for  more  than  twenty-four  hovu's  in  their  ports.  He  could  bardlj 
conceive  that  England  wished  to  stand  alone  as  the  only  ix)wer  whick 
admitted  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  without  restriction,  into  ita 
harbors.  He  supposed  that  the  matter  could  haixlly  have  been  pr^entci 
in  this  light  to  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  observed  to  Mr.  Seward,  that  I  8upi>osed  that  in  this  matter  eadk 
power  had  looked  back  to  precedents,  and  taken  the  course  whieb  hrf 
been  usual  with  it  on  similar  occasions  in  former  times.  In  one  poiat 
the  English  rula  was,  I  said,  more  stringent  than  that  of  France  adi 
many  other  powers,  for  armed  vessels  were  not  allowed  to  carry  their 
prizes  into  British  ports  for  any  time,  however  short. 

Mr.  Seward  did  not  piu'sue  the  conversation.    He  merely  said  that  he 
had  wished  to  mention  the  matter  to  me  in  the  hope  that  I  might  da  i| 
something  toward  getting  it  satisfactorily  settled.  \ 

I  have,  &c., 

LYOy& 


Ik 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  5, 1862,  p.  11.] 

Ko.  14. 

Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

[Extracts.] 

FoEEiGN  Office,  December  19, 1861. 
My  Lord  :        •  •  ♦  •  «         •  •  •        • 

Mr.  Seward  then  proceeds  to  declare  that  the  American  government 
value  highly  the  friendship  of  Great  Britain,  and  lament  that  certaii 
causes  of  difference  have  arisen,  OAving,  as  Mr.  Seward  imagines,  to  the 
want  of  attention  on  the  part  of  the  British  government  to  the  p» 
formance  of  the  duties  incumbent  on  a  friendly  power  during  the  struf 
gle  in  which  the  United  States  are  engaged.  Mr.  Seward  givefl  i« 
instances  the  case  of  communication  to  the  confederate  aathorities  I? 
JVlr.  Bimchj  the  admission  of  the  Sumter,  privateer,  to  purcbaM  eoi 
and  provisions  at  Trinidad,  in  distinction,  as  he  said,  to  the  condiMft  rf 
every  European  8ta,t« ;  and  the  arrival  in  the  southern  States  rf  ^ 
laden  with  arms  and  ammunition  from  England. 
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th  regard  to  the  confederate  privateer,  I  said  that  I  could  not  see 
rar  conduct  had  been  diflferent  from  that  of  France  and  Holland,  or 
ain.  The  Sumter  had  been  refused  coal  from  the  government 
\  at  Trinidad,  but  had  been  allowed  to  get  coal  and  provisions  from 
te  merchants.  The  same  thing  had  taken  place  at  Martinique  and 
ra^oa.  I  did  not  find  that  the  nde  of  twent>'-four  hoiu-s  had  been 
red  in  practice,  but  there  would  be  little  difficulty  in  coming  to  an 

ment  on  this  point. 

•  •••••••• 

I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

).]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  10, 18G2. 

..•  •  •  •  *  •  #  •  • 

\t  on  the  eve  of  the  departure  of  last  Saturday's  steamer  I  received, 
legram  from  the  consul  at  Cadiz,  notice  of  the  aiTival  at  that  port 
e  Sumter,  with  the  new^s  that  she  had  destroyed  three  vessels  on 
ay  from  Kio  Janeiro.  I  sent  it  on  forthwith,  by  telegraph,  to  the 
tor  of  New  York.  I  am  told  that  the  plan  has  been,  in  contem- 
)n  of  a  war  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  to  start 
teamers  at  once  out  of  the  poi'ts  of  P]nroi)e,  to  wit:  the  Nashville, 
iermuda,  the  Sumter,  the  Pacific,  and  one  more,  with  tlie  view  of 
Qg  on  our  commerce,  and  of  jointly  resisting  the  attack  of  any  one 
►re  of  our  vessels  of  war  that  might  come  over  to  protect  it.  The 
iapi)eniug  of  the  war  has  probably  disturbed  the  arrangement  to 
extent.  The  outfits  cannot  be  so  easily  made  as  was  anticipated, 
le  meanwhile  the  Tuscarora  has  arrived  at  Southampton.  The 
ville  is  not  yet  out  of  dock,  but  she  is  on  the  point  of  departure. 
Bermuda  is  understood  to  have  left  Ha\Te  nominally  for  Liverpool, 
or  what  real  destination  I  do  not  yet  leani.  Under  these  circum- 
les,  it  is  somewhat  doubtful  whether  much  confidence  has  been 
id  by  the  acquisition  of  one  steamer.  I  have  not  yet  heard  directly 
her  commander, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

►n.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

\.\  Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Gibraltar,  January  25,  18G2. 

I :  Ere  this  reaches  your  department  your  excellency  will  have  been 
med,  through  our  legations  at  liondon  and  Madrid,  of  the  appear- 
in  this  port,  since  the  night  of  the  18th  instant,  of  the  steamer 
ber,  and  of  her  exploits  at  a  short  distance  from  this  rock, 
om  the  moment  of  her  arrival  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  con- 
6 1  lost  no  time  in  placing  myself  in  communication  with  the  author!- 
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ties  at  this  port  and  its  vicinity,  as  well  as  with  our  minister  at  Lon^ 
on  the  subject  of  this  unwelcome  visitor,  and  I  now  have  the  honor  < 
waiting  ujwn  your  excellency  with  copies*  of  all  the  correspondeuce 
has  so  far  transpired  on  account  of  this  rebel  cruiser. 

Up  to  this  hour  (9  p.  m.)  the  Sumter  remains  quiet  in  port;  has 
yet  coaled,  and  the  general  impression  seems  to  be  that  she  will  nol' 
ready  for  sea  for  some  days  to  come ;  still,  I  shall  not  feel  easy  for 
safety  of  our  merchant  vessels  out  of  gunshot  distance  of  this  foi 
until  federal  armed  cruisers  make  their  api)earance  in  these  waters. 
I  am,  sir,  with  high  consideration  and  resi)ect,  your  obedient  sei 

HORATIO  J.  SPRAGUE, 

United  liitates  CoimL 
Hon.  WiLLiM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  108.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lond&tiy  January  30, 1862. 
Sib:  •♦»•••••• 

I  have  received  from  Mr.  Sprague,  the  consul  at  Gibraltar,  regobt 

accounts,  by  telegraph,  of  the  movements  of  the  Sumter,  and  likewise! 

report  in  a  letter,  which,  at  his  request,  I  forward  to  the  department 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

^  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Adanis. 

Consulate  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

(Hbraltary  January  20, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  inclose  copies  of  the  telegrams  I  had  the  honor  of  tram- 
mitting  to  you  yesterday,  resi)ecting  the  arrival  here  on  the  previa* 
night  of  the  steamer  Sumter. 

The  moment  she  appeared  in  this  ])ort  I  addressed  a  note  to  the  gor- 
enior  of  this  fortress  on  the  subject  of  this  unwelcome  visitor,  and  I  not 
beg  to  inclose  copies  of  the  whole  corresiwndence  that  has  taken  placi^ 
adding  a  copy  of  the  protest  of  the  master  of  the  late  bark  Neapolitaa, 
which  vessel  was  destroyed  b}'  the  Sumter  before  coming  into  this  poit 

The  bark  Inv(\stigator,  of  Searsport,  which  was  the  other  vessel  ovtf- 
haul(»d  by  the  Sumter,  was  afterward  releiised  on  the  plea  of  beiig 
owned  one-fourth  in  one  of  the  southern  ports,  but  not  until  her  eti^^ 
had  executed  and  delivered  a  ransom  bond  for  $11,250.  in  favor  of  the 
commander  of  the  rel)el  steamer.  The  Investigator  will  proceed  on  htf 
voyage  to  Newport.  England,  first  fair  wind.  The  crew  of  the  NwpaBtii 
is  now  being  phieea  under  the  charge  of  this  consulate,  and  I  aball  Ht 
pose  of  these  seamen  in  the  best  manner  i>ossible. 

*  Printed  with  dispatch  of  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  106,  of  Jtaauj^^ 
poBt. 
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An  the  face  of  what  the  British  governor  here  has  addressed  to  me,  I 
^^ly  regret  that  it  is  out  of  the  power  of  this  consuhite  to  detain  the 
•Winter  in  port,  and  I  fear  that  notiiiiig  now  l>nt  an  amied  federal  vessel 
^Hld  check  her  movements,  now  so  dangerous  to  our  commerce. 

I  was  able  yesterday  evening  to  charter  a  British  tug-boat  to  go  a  few 
ifies  to  the  eastward  of  the  Rock,  for  the  imri>ose  of  warning  all  Amer- 
m  wind-bound  vessels  in  sight  that  they  were  running  risk  of  capture 
1^  the  Sumter  by  continuing  to  cruise  oii'  the  8tmit«,  and  several  of  our 
i«rchant  vessels  have  already  availed  of  the  advice  and  entered  this 
ort  to  a  safe  anchorage. 

I  have  also  telegraphed  the  same  information  throughout  the  Medi- 
arranean  ports  to  our  consuls,  and  others  interested  in  American  com- 
lerce.  The  Sumter  remains  in  port,  and  it  is  reported  she  will  be  sup- 
lied  with  coal  here  by  private  parties  in  the  coal  trade.  I  shall  con- 
inue  to  keep  a  strict  watch  over  her  movements,  and  shall,  in  due 
s^mrse,  telegraph  to  your  ex(?ellency  any  important  facts  for  transmis- 
sion to  our  Secretary  of  State. 

Being  quite  hard  pressed  for  time,  I  shall  feel  under  great  obligations 
f  your  excellency  will  kindly  make  known  the  contents  of  the  present 
smnmnnication  to  our  government  at  Washington,  forwarding,  at  the 
nme  time,  the  inclosures. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

HOKATIO  J.  SPRAGUE. 

His  Excellency  the  Envoy  Extkaordinary  and  ^Minister 

Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America,  etc.,  London. 


Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr,  Adams. 

[Per  telegraph .  ] 

January  19, 1862. 

Sumter  arrived  here  last  night  with  crews  of  captured  vessels.    Par- 
ticulars not  yet  ascertained. 

SPEAGUE. 

January  19, 1862. 

Bark  lNeai)olitan,  of  Kingston,  destroyed  by  Sumter.  Capt^iin  and 
^w  safe  in  my  charge.  Bark  Investigator,  of  Searsport,  permitted  to 
froceed  to  England,  cargo  being  British  ;  captain  giving  bond  for  eleven 
Qionsand  dollars.    Sumter  at  anchor  here. 

SPKAGUE. 
Mr.  ADA3rs, 

American  Minister^  London. 


Dopy  of  the  indorsement  ma/ie  by  the  commander  of  the  steamer  Sumter  on 
ihe  register  of  the  American  bark  Investigator,  of  Searsport,  Maine,  cap- 
tured  by  the  Sumter  in  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  on  the  ISth  of  January, 
1862,  and  released  on  the  same  day. 

The  bark  Investigator,  of  Searsport,  Maine,  was  captured  in  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar,  on  the  18th  of  January,  1802,  by  the  Confederate 
States  steamer  Sumter,  and  released  on  ransom  bond,  having  on  board 
ct  cargo  belonging  to  English  subjects. 

E.  SEMMES,  Commander. 
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Protest  of  Andrew  Burditt, 

CONSULATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF   AMERICA,  GIBRALTiS. 

Before  me,  Horatio  Joues  Spragiie,  consul  of  the  United  States  rf 
Aiiieiica  for  this  port  of  Gibraltar,  personally  came  and  appearwl  thii 
day  Andrew  Bnrditt,  master  of  tlie  late  American  bark  Neapnlitan,  rf 
Kingston,  who  reported  having  sailed  from  Messina  on  or  al>out  the  'J84 
day  of  December  last  past,  laden  with  a  cargo  consisting  of  sulphur  »d1 
gi'een  fruit,  and  bound  for  Boston.  Tliat  during  the  A'oyage  Ue  exp^ 
rienced  variable  weather,  and  that  on  or  about  the  16th  day  of  Janniy 
instant  he  made  the  Hock  of  Gibraltar,  strong  westerly  winds  prevailin| 
at  the  time,  and  was  endeavoring  to  work  up  to  the  Straits  of  Gibraltan 
when  at  about  seven  o'clock  on  tlie  morning  of  the  18th  instant,  Ceiiti 
bearing  south  about  two  miles  and  a  half  distant,  with  moderate  ul 
battling  Avinds  from  the  westward,  a  steamer  was  seen  steauiin*;  cMtj 
with  the  ensign  of  the  United  States  of  America  flying ;  soon  after,  tti 
said  steamer  squared  right  for  the  said  bark  Xeai>olitan,  and  she  cm 
alongside,  ordering  the  said  appearant  to  heave  to;  a  boat  was  itentfll 
b4)ard  from  the  said  steamer,  which  took  the  said  appearant  od  bout 
the  said  steamer,  which  proved  to  be  the  Confederate  States  steaai 
Sumter,  commanded  by  Ca])tain  B.  Semmes,  with  a  crew  of  about  «»• 
enty  men.  That  a  boat  with  a  full  crew  Avas  then  sent  from  the  M 
steamer  to  the  said  bark  XeaiK)litan,  who  began  stripping  even1hii| 
from  her  in  the  shape  of  sails,  rigging,  oil,  paints,  provisious,  4*^ 
whicli  were  tlieu  put  on  boai'd  the  Sumt^ir — the  said  steamer  hoistiM 
the  Confedemte  States  liitg  and  loAvering  the  ensign  of  the  rnitd 
States  of  America  (wliich  she  had  previimsly  hoisted)  from  the  niomail 
she  took  i>ossession  of  the  .said  bark  Neapolitan.  That  in  the  men- 
time  the  siiid  steanuT  Sumter  captured  the  American  bark  Investigat«i 
of  Searsport,  from  Garrucha,  loaded  with  mineral  ore  for  Newportij 
(England,)  which  vessel  was  afterward  aUowed  to  continue  her  voyap 
to  Newport,  in  consequence*  of  the  master  of  said  bark  giving  a  nvM 
bond  for  $11,250,  in  favor  of  Captain  B.  Semmes,  of  the  aforewi 
steamer  Sumter,  and  for  lier  being  partly  owned  in  a  southern  p(*rt  (I 
the  United  States.  That  then  the  crew  of  the  said  bark  Neaiwlita 
was  placed  on  board  the  said  bark  Investigator,  and  came  into  tMi 
port,  where  they  anchored  this  morning  at  four  o'clock,  the  said  appel^ 
ant  liaving  been  previously  dei>rived  of  eighty-six  dollars  belonging  ti 
him,  together  Avith  his  chronometer,  sextant,  and  charts,  by  the  afti* 
said  Caphiin  B.  Semmes,  of  the  siiid  steamer.  That  at  about  thni 
o'clock  last  evening  the  aforesjiid  bark  Neapolitan  was  flred  by  the  art 
of  the  aforesaid  steamer,  at  about  eighteen  miles  to  the  eastwartl  of  th 
Bock  of  Gibraltar. 

In  consequence  of  the  foregoing,  the  said  appearant  herewith  8oleiiu4| 
and  publicly  protests  against  the  said  steamer  Sumter,  her  commandfl 
aforesaid,  officers  and  crew,  and  all  Avhich  in  right  ought  to  be  protertd 
against,  all  losses,  costs,  damages,  detiiments,  and  expenses  which  hft^ 
or  hath  arisen,  or  winch  may  accrue  to  those  concerned  in  the  aforesaii 
late  American  bark  Neapolitan,  of  Kingston,  or  the  proprietors  of  * 
cargo  in  consequence  thereof. 

This  done  and  protested,  t\\e  said  Andrew  Burditt  hath  herminto  «f 
liis  hand,  in  Gibraltar,  this  nineteenth  day  of  January,  anno  Domifl 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two. 

ANDREW  BUBDITT. 

Sworn  before  me  this  nineteenth  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1862. 

HORATIO  J.  SPBAGUB, 
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t  certify  that  the  foregoing  contains  a  verbatim  copy  of  the  protest 
the  master  of  the  late  American  bark  Neapolitan,  of  Kingston,  duly 
mistered  in  this  consnlate,  and,  as  a  verbatim  copy  of  the  original,  is 
titled  to  full  faith  and  credit.  Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  ofldee,  in 
Lbraltar,  this  20th  day  of  January,  A.  1).  1862. 

HORATIO  J.  SPRAGUE, 

U.  8,  Consuly  Oibraliar, 


Decl^ratian  of  th^  officers  of  the  harh  Neapolitan. 

CONSULATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA,   GIBRALTAR. 

Appeared  personally,  and  solemnly  and  sincerely  declared,  on  this 
•enty-third  day  of  January,  A.  1).  18()2,  Andrew  Bnrditt,  master, 
■cob  Doyle,  first  officer,  and  Edward  Houdlett,  second  officer,  of  the 
liie  Ameiican  bark  Neapolitan,  of  Kingston,  322  tons,  or  thereabouts; 
iutthey  sailed  in  and  with  the  said  bark  Neapolitan  from  Messina  on 
r  about  the  28th  day  of  December,  18()1,  loaded  with  a  cargo  of  brim- 
bone  and  green  fruit,  and  bound  for  Boston ;  that  during  the  voyage 
hy  experienced  variable  weather,  and  nothing  of  particular  note  occur- 
Bd  until  the  morning  of  the  18th  Januaiy  instant,  the  wind  being  about 
•rthwest,  and  they  then  were  close  to  Ceuta,  the  center  thereof  bearing 
Wth  and  by  east;  that  at  about  a  quarter  before  seven  o'clock  they 
blerved  a  steamship,  with  American  colors  flying,  running  to  the  east- 
Ird,  which  immediatel}'  afterward  stood  toward  them;  that  the  colors 
6»e  ordered  to  be  hoisted,  and  while  the  mate  was  bending  them  on, 
6  steamer  spoke  them  and  ordered  them  to  heave  to ;  presently  a  boat 
lUe  from  the  steamer  and  direc^ted  the  master  to  carry  all  the  ship's 
pers  to  the  steamer ;  that  the  master  went  in  the  steamer's  boat,  carrj^- 
?  her  papers ;  that  the  said  bark  Neapolitan  was  lying  to,  with  her 
ad  towards  Cental,  within  about  one  and  a  half  mile  of  the  shore,  and 
5  moment  the  boat  with  the  master  and  papers  reached  the  strange 
iamer  she  hoisted  confederate  colors  and  hailed  the  aforesaid  bark 
iai>olitan,  ordering  her  to  wear ;  that  the  Neapolitan  wore,  and  a  boat 
tde  from  the  steamer  with  an  officer.  As  soon  as  the  boat  reached  the 
>resaid  bark  Neapolitan  the  officer  dc^clared  her  to  be  a  prize,  and 
lered  her  men  aloft  to  cut  away  the  sails.  At  this  time  the  wind  was 
^derate,  but  it  very  soon  freshened  up,  and  the  men  of  the  steamer 
ffe  the  aforesaid  bark  Neapolitan  again,  and  having  run  before  the 
nd  for  a  mile  and  a  half  they  hove  her  to  again  on  the  starboard  tack, 
le  crew  of  the  aforesaid  bark  Neapolitan  Avere  then  ordered  to  pack  ui) 
eir  things  and  go  on  board  of  the  bark  Investigcator,  another  American 
rk  which  the  steamer  had  been  boarding ;  that  at  about  ten  o'clock 
ey  were  forced  away  from  their  ship  and  Avent  on  board  the  bark  Inves- 
^tor,  leaving  their  ship,  the  Neapolitan,  in  the  hands  of  the  officers 
id  crew  of  the  Confederate  States  armed  steamer  Sumter,  who  were 
m  busily  employed  in  taking  out  her  stores.  That  the  aforesaid  bark 
ivestigator  made  sail  and  stood  towards  Gibraltar^  and  about  two 
dock  p.  m.  of  the  same  day  thej'  saw  the  Neapolitan  m  ffames,  burned 
f  the  aforesaid  steamer  Sumter. 

And  these  appearers  again  most  positively  declare  that  their  late  bark 
leapolitan  was  within  one  and  a  half  mile  of  Ceuta  and  the  coast  of 
lorocco,  or  certainly  a  very  long  way  within  cannon-shot,  at  the  time 
he  was  boarded  and  seized  by  the  Sumter. 

^VNDEEW  BURDITT. 

JACOB  DOYLE. 

EDWARD  T10T31i\ErS!l. 
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Declared  at  Gibraltar,  this  twenty-third  day  of  January,  one  thooaand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty -two,  by  the  said  Andrew  Burditt,  Jacob  Doyle, 
and  Edward  Houdlett,  before  me. 

JAMES  0.  RELPH, 

Notary  PnbliCj  Oibraltar, 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  writing  contains  a  verbatim  copy  of  tl 
original  document,  duly  registered  in  this  consulate,  and,  as  a  verbata 
copy  of  the  original,  is  entitled  to  full  faith  and  credit. 

Witness  niv  hand  and  seal  of  office,  in  Gibralt-ar,  this  25th  day  of  Ji 
uary,  A.  D.  1862. 

HORATIO  J.  SPRAGUE, 

United  States  Consul^  Qibrdlt^. 


Mr.  Sprague  to  Sir  Willmm  Codrington. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Gibraltar,  January  18,  1862—9  p.  m.  ? 

Dear  General  :  I  just  learn  that  the  rebel  steamer  Sumter  has  cm 
tered  this  port  a  few  moments  since,  after  destroying  one  or  two  of  oo^ 
merchant  vessels  within  sight  of  this  rock.  : 

I  hope  your  excellency  will  give  such  or<lers  as  may  prevent  this  rebdj 
cruiser  from  obtaining  the  necessary  facilities  and  making  equipmenW 
for  the  continufition  of  her  unlawful  vocation. 

The  probability  of  the  Sumter  being  visited  by  the  sanitary  authoritifll 
at  an  early  hour  to-morrow  makes  me  anxious  that  the  present  note 
should  reach  your  excellency's  hands  at  an  early  moment ;  hence  the 
reason  of  my  addressing  you  "at  this  advanced  hour  of  the  night,  and  fix 
which  I  beg  to  offer  to  your  excellency  many  apologies. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

HORATIO  J.  SPRAGUE, 

United  States  Comul 

His  Excellency  General  Sir  Willla.m:  Codrington,  K.  C.  B., 

Governor  of  Gibraltar,  ite.,  d"c.,  it 


Mr.  Freeling  to  Mr.  Sprague. 

Secretary's  Office, 

CKbraltar,  January  19, 18fi3. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  his  excellency  the  governor  to  acknowledgl 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date  on  the  subject  of  the  «• 
federate  steamer  Sumter,  now  at  anchor  in  this  bay. 

His  excellency  desires  me,  in  reply,  to  inform  you  that  the  instructio* 
contained  in  her  Majesty's  proclamation  of  the  13th  May  last-,  (publisliei 
in  the  Gibraltar  Chronicle  of  the  1st  June,  1861,)  with  reference  to  fl* 
strict  neutrality  to  be  observed  by  her  Majesty's  subjects  in  the  conterf 
between  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  owtili 
States  styling  themselves  the  Confederate  States  of  Americai  wifl  kj 
strictly  carried  out  with  regard  to  the  rights  and  obligatioDS  towan 
both  belligerent  parties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servanti 

S.  FREELmO,  CoUmUa  SMfetar/. 

Horatio  J.  Sprague,  Esq., 

Consul  of  the  United  Stat€«  of  America^  OibraUar. 
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Jfr.  Sjpragne  to  Mr.  Freeling. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Oibraltar,  January  19,  1862. 

:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commnnica- 
>ii  of  this  day's  date,  and  beg  to  say,  in  reply,  that  I  fully  count  upon 
ft  exeellency  the  governor  preventing  the  neutrality  of  this  i>ort  and 
rtress  from  being  compromised  by  southern  armed  cruisers  to  the 
ftriment  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

Sis  excellency  the  governor  is  already  informed  of  the  particulars  of 
m  destruction  of  property  yesterday  by  the  Sumter  in  sight  of  this 

;  the  bark  Neapolitan,  of  Kingston,  (United  States  of  America,) 

captured  and  destroyed  by  this  steamer,  and  the  crew  were  sent  to 
ds  jH>Tt  by  the  American  bark  luAestigator,  at  first  captured  by  the 
nmter,  and  then  released  on  her  master  handing  to  the  commander  of 
16  Sumter  a  ramson  bond  for  $11,250.  This  crew  Avas  put  on  board  the 
irestigator  to  go  wherever  they  pleased ;  and  being  protected  Amer- 
seamen,  I  beg  to  ask  the  favor  of  his  excellency  the  governor  to 

it  these  men  to  place  themselves  under  the  charge  of  this  consulate, 
fetiiat  I  may  provide  for  their  subsistence  and  return  to  their  homes. 
!hey  are  entirely  destitute,  and  are  at  this  moment  a  hea\^  burden  to 
ke  master  of  the  American  bark  Investigator,  who  is  anxious  to  be 
tfered  of  them,  as  he  wishes  to  proceed  on  his  voyage  to  Eftgland  Avith- 
mt  further  delay. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOEATIO  J.  SPRAGUE, 

United  States  Consul 

Captain  S.  Fkeeling,  R.  A., 

CoUmial  Secretary^  CHbraltary  cfec,  <fcc.,  &c. 


Mr.  Freeling  to  Mr.  Sprague. 

Secretary's  Office, 

Gibraltar  J  January  20,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
jonr  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  and  to  inform  you  that  by  some  expres- 
iioiis  in  it  there  seems  to  be  expectation  on  your  part,  which  it  might 
Mbe  in  his  exceUency's  power  to  accomplish,  with  regard  to  acts  detri- 
<Mital  to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

He  therefore  begs  me  to  remind  ^u  that  her  Majesty's  proclamation 
*ld  the  rules  gf  international  hnv  will  form  the  limit  and  the  guide  in 
•Hf  conduct  observed  toward  the  belligerent  parties  of  the  northern 
^  soathem  States  of  America. 

The  governor  understands  that  you  will  take  charge  of  the  crew  of  the 
]Kfi»IK)litan,  and  he  has,  therefore,  no  objections  to  their  being  landed 
■Om  the  Investigator  at  once. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  FEEELING,  Colonial  Secretary. 

Horatio  J.  Stoague,  Esq., 

Vniiei  States  Consulj  Gibraltar. 
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Mr,  Spragvs  to  Mr.  Adams, 


\ 


Consulate  of  the  United  States  op  America, 

GibraltuVj  January  25, 1862. 

Sir  :  1  beg  reference  to  my  communication  of  the  23d  instant,  witk 
several  inclosures  relating  to  the  Sumter. 

Up  to  this  hour  (2  p.  m.)  this  steamer  remains  quietly  at  anchor  in  thi 
port,  without  ttiking  in  any  coal,  and  I  am  assured  she  has  only  aboni 
two  days'  supply  on  board. 

She  has  unbent  her  sails  and  is  painting,  and  it  is  generally  bolieTrf 
will  not  leave  port  for  some  days^  in  the  mean  time  our  merchant  vetj 
sels  are  sliding  off  to  their  respective  destinations  during  the  night,  anl^ 
I  sincerely  hope  some  federal  vessel  of  war  may  soon  appear  here,  Ml 
prevent  any  fuither  trouble  to  our  shipping. 

Nothing  further  has  transpired  between  this  consulate  and  the  Bri 
authorities  with  regard  to  the  Sumter  beyond  what  I  ha<l  the  honor 
stating  and  forwarding  to  your  excellency  in  my  communications  of 
20th  and  23d  instant. 

The  ofticers  of  the  Sumter  come  on  shore  more  freely,  and  are  ivi| 
received  by  the  British  garrison,  who  seem  to  take  the  Times  newspqi^ 
for  their  text  book. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  SPBAGUa  ' 

His  Excellency  the  Envoy  Extiiaordinary  and 

Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America, 


Mr,  Sprague  to  Ca-ptain  Warden, 

Gibraltar,  January  21, 1862. 

Sir  :  The  steamer  Sumter  still  remains  in  this  port.  There  are  al» 
several  wind-bound  American  vessels  in  this  bay,  some  of  them  likelyti 
be  towed  out  of  the  straits  at  any  moment,  and  for  the  guidance  of  that 
masters  I  shall  feel  obliged  if  you  will  inform  me  at  your  earliest  W 
veniencij  what  rules  you  intend  to  lay  down  or  enforce  on  the  occasion 
in  case  any  American  vessels  should  leave  port  before  the  Sumter,  ori 
the  Sumter  should  be  outside  the  port  waiting  to  intercept  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOEATIO  J.  SPRAGUE, 

United  States  GonsA 
Captain  Warden,  C,  B., 

Boyal  Navyj  Senior  Naval  Oj^cer^  Dock  Yardj  CHbraUar. 


Captain  Warden  to  Mr.  Sprague. 

Her  Majesty's  Steam  Vessel  Cuckoo, 

Gibraltar  J  January  21,  l^ 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letterof  tUl; 

day's  date,  requesting  to  be  informed  what  rules  I  intend  to  lav  4^ 

or  enforce  as  regards  the  departure  of  American  vesselB  during  ww^^j 

of  the  Sumter  at  this  port,  and  to  inform  you,  in  reply;  tiii2l««  * 

present  in  communication  with  the  law  ofBLoers  of  the  Ciown  and  v 
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cceDency  the  governor  on  this  subject,  and  that  I  will  lose  no  time  in 
!sqnainting  you  when  a  decision  has  been  arrived  at. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  WARDEN, 
Captain  aiid  Senior  Naval  Officer. 
Horatio  J.  Sprague,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul^  Gibraltar. 


Captain  Warden  to  Mr.  Sprague. 

Her  Majesty's  Steam  Vessel  Cuckoo, 

Gibraltar^  Jamiary  23,  1862. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  on  the  subject 
I  the  protection  to  be  afforded  to  the  merchant  shipping  of  the  United 
lates  at  Gibraltar  during  the  stay  of  the  Sumter  in  this  port,  I  have 
ke  honor  to  inclose  for  your  information  and  guidance  extracts  from 
ke  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  on  that  subject. 

Commander  Semmes  was  informed  by  me  that  a  decision  had  been 
Rived  at,  "That  American  merchant  vessels  quitting  Gibraltar  whilst 
le  Sumter  is  in  the  bay  are  entitled  to  a  start  of  twenty-four  hours 
lefore  being  pursued  with  a  hostile  intention,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
ie  authorities  concerned  to  see  that  such  protection  is  extended  over 

And  in  his  reply  of  the  same  day  he  states : 

"Hiat  the  Sumter  will  not  pursue  within  twenty- four  hours  of  her 
i^parture  any  vessel  of  the  United  States  that  may  leave  the  bay  of 
Gibraltar." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obetlient  servant, 

FEED.  WARDEN, 
Captain  and  Senior  Naval  Officer. 
BoBATio  J.  Sprague,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul^  Oibraltar. 


Captain  Warden  to  Mr.  Sprague. 

The  Mount,  January  23, 1862. 

Mt  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  an  assurance  from  Commander  Semmes  to 
He  following  effect : 

**The  Sumter  will  not  pursue  within  twenty-fbur  hours  of  her  dej^art- 
3re  any  vessel  of  the  United  States  which  may  leave  the  bay  of  Gib- 
altai." 
I  will  send  you  extracts  of  the  correspondence  shortly. 
Yours,  truly, 

FREDEEICK  WARDEN. 


Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Sprague. 

Gibraltar  Coal  Company, 

Oibraltar  J  January  20, 18G2. 

.  8iE:  I  have  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  18th  instant, 
•^rtring  the  arrival  of  the  Sumter,  and  requesting  that  the  Gibraltar 

32  A  o— VOL.  n 
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Coal  Company  may  not  supply  that  steamer  with  coals,  lu  reply,  1  beg 
to  inform  you  that,  having  represented  tlie  circumstance  to  tbediecua% 
they  desire  me  to  infonn  you  that,  as  the  company  hiis  hitherto  coaled 
the  LTuited  States  naAy,  they  had  resolved  on  not  supplying  the  steamer 
Sumter  with  coals,  and  that  they  consequently  feel  pleased  in  having 
thus  anticipated  yoiu*  w  ishes. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  SMITH,  Mana^, 
HoBATio  J.  Spbague,  Esq., 

United  states  Consul^  ikc.^  dT.,  &c. 


Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  Amebica, 

Gihraltur^  January  23,  iS6i 

SiB:  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the  20th  instant,  witk 
inclosures,  relating  to  the  anival  here  of  the  steamer  Sumter,  and rf 
her  exi)loits  within  sight  of  this  fortress. 

I  now"  come  to  hand  you  a  copy  of  a  telegram  which  was  forwarded  ti 
your  excellency  on  the  following*  day,  and  also  beg  to  inclose  copies  of 
further  correspondence  I  have  held  with  the  British  authorities  on  th« 
subject  of  the  rebel  cruiser. 

Tip  to  this  hour  (3  i).  m.)  the  Sumter  has  not  been  supplied  with  coal, 
and  1  hear  the  private  companies  for  the  sale  of  coal  in  this  market  have 
decided  to  refuse  supi>lying  her  with  .any,  and  I  herewith  inclose  a 
copy  of  a  communication  received  from  one  of  these  companies  to  that 
effect. 

As  the  Sumter  holds  very  little  communication  with  the  shore,  aoi 
only  a  boat's  crew  from  her  comes  on  shore  at  one  time,  it  is  difficult  to 
obtain  any  accurate  or  reliable  information  respecting  the  probahb 
movements  of  this  unwelcome  visitor,  or  the  ftiture  intentions  of  tar 
commander.  Still  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  a  few  days  may  j^ 
transpire  before  she  is  able  to  proceed  on  her  pinitical  cruise.  She 
requires  to  put  to  pieces  her  condensing  pipes,  and  may,  if  found  reaHf 
necessary,  obtain  the  assistance  of  the  dock  yard. 

She  came  into  port  with  only  one  anchor  and  chain  cable,  and  hn 
lately  supplied  herself  with  new  ones,  which  have  been  paid  for  by  a  oo» 
mercial  firm  here  named  "Richard  O.  Joyce,"  agent,  it  is  8upi)08ed,of 
some  party  in  Cadiz,  from  whence  the  funds  are  received. 

There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the  commander  of  the  Sumtir 
arrived  here  without  any  pecuniary  means  beyond  what  he  took  froB 
the  masters  of  the  KeaiK)litan  and  Investigator;  and  it  is  general^ 
credited  here  that  the  crew  on  board  are  discontented,  and  would  will- 
ingly desert  if  an  opportunity  presented  itself.  The  curious  here  haw 
been  visiting  tlys  vessel,  and  they  I'eceive  very  i>olite  and  marked  attw- 
tion  from  the  officers  on  board. 

Notwithstanding  the  assurance  that  an  interval  of  twenty-four  hourt 
will  be  granted  to  American  merchant  vessels  for  leaving  ^e  port  white 
the  Sumter  remains  here,  I  am  of  opinion  that  nothing  but  the  presence  of 
federal  armed  cruisers  in  these  waters  woiUd  do  away  with  the  apprehei' 
sions  and  risks  our  merchant  vessels  are  now  experiencing  by  the  appetf* 
ance  of  the  Sumter  in  this  port  or  in  its  vicinity,  and  I  sincerely  ho|M 
your  excellency  may  have  it  in  your  power  to  telegraph  me  that  «•» 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  are  already  on  tneir  way  to  the  Medi- 
terrauean. 
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appears  that  the  bark  Neapolitan  was  captured  in  the  waters  of 
I  have  already  addressed  the  Spanish  commander  in  chief  of  the 
brees  at  Algeciras  on  the  subject,  a^  i>er  copy  inclosed,  and  I 
rwarded  the  particulars  to  our  legation  at  Madrid, 
ain  Burditt,  of  the  Neapolitan,  proceeds  to  the  United  States  by 
earner,  via  Liverpool.  In  case  your  excellency  should  wish  to 
nicate  with  him,  his  address  will  be  at  the  Messrs.  Baring  Broth- 
Jo.,  of  Liveri)ool. 

leased  to  communicate  the  contents  of  the  present  to  our  Secre- 
State,  forwaitling  its  inclosures,  and  accept  the  assurances  of  my 
•nsideraiion  and  respect. 

HORATIO  J.  SPBAGUE. 

Excellency  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  United  States  of  America^  etc.,  (tc,  London, 

— I  inclose  the  protest  of  the  master  of  the  bark  Investigator,  of 
>rt. 


Protest  of  Charles  O.  Carver. 

^fSULATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  GIBBALTAB. 

•e  me,  Horatio  Jones  Sprague,  consul  of  the  United  States  of 
a  for  the  port  of  Gibraltar,  personally  came  and  appeared  this  day 
I  G.  Carver,  master  of  the  American  bark  Investigator,  of  Searsport, 
K)rted  having  sailed  from  Garrucha,  on  or  about  the  6th  of  Janu- 
ant,  loaded  with  mineral  ore,  and  bound  for  Newport,  England; 
t  experienced  variable  weather  during  the  passage  toward  the 
of  Gibraltar;  that  on  the  17th  instant,  at  about  seven  o'clock  in 
:uing,  he  made  the  Kock  of  Gibraltar,  beaiing  west-southwest, 
fifteen  miles,  wind  at  the  time  being  light  and  baffling  from  the 
rd ;  that  the  vessel  was  worked  down  toward  the  straits,  when,  on 
lOwing  morning,  while  stretching  toward  Ape's  Hill,  a  steamer 
3D  steering  to  the  eastward,  from  the  west,  flying  the  ensign  of 
ited  States  of  America  at  her  peak ;  at  the  same  time  the  said 
mi  saw  a  bark  ahead,  distant  about  six  miles  south,  supposed  to 
?rican ;  that  soon  after  he  saw  the  aforesaid  steamer  head  toward 
1  unknown  bark,  and  the  said  bark  heaved  to,  with  maintopsail 
nd  the  steamer,  after  remaining  near  the  bark  for  the  space  of 
lalf  an  hour,  steered  toward  his  own  bark ;  that  the  aforesaid 
p,  after  nearing  her,  hailed  her  and  ordered  the  said  appearant  to 
o,  and  a  boat  was  sent  to  him  with  orders  that  he  should  take 
•ers  and  proceed  at  once  to  the  said  steamer,  which  was  accord- 
one  ;  that  the  said  appearant  then  found  that  he  wa^  on  board 
ith  confederate  steamer  Sumter,  commanded  by  K.  Semmes ;  that 
le  said  commander  had  examined  the  papers  of  the  said  bark  In- 
ter, he  informed  the  said  apjjearant  that  he  would  not  destroy  his 
as  he  intended  to  do  with  the  other  bark  he  had  just  captured, 
lich  proved  to  be  the  bark  Neapolitan,  of  Kingston,  from  Messina, 
(ton,)  provided  the  said  appearant  should  execute  a  ransom  bond 
fskvor  tor  $11,250;  that  if  he  refused  that  he  would  then  cer- 
t)um  her  also ;  that  the  said  appearant  then  seeing  no  ])ossible 
to  save  the  said  bark  Investigator,  or  freeing  himself  or  his  crew 
le  hands  of  the  aforesaid  E.  Semmes,  was  forced  to  sign  the  doc- 
required,  which  bond  was  made  out  by  one  of  the  o{&c^t%  cnvX^wd^ 
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the  said  steamer,  and  which  he  perceived  was  copied  from  another  \)oq& 
oil  the  table  of  the  cabin,  which  appeared  to  be  of  another  vessel,  pi^ 
vioiisly  captiire<l,  supposed  to  be  the  ship  Montmorency;  that  after  tile 
said  bond  was  duly  signed,  the  said  appearant  was  taken  alongside  oC 
the  American  bark  Neapolitan,  previously  captured  by  the  said  steamer 
Sumter,  and  after  taking  from  her  her  master,  Andrew  Bunlitt,andthe 
remainder  of  the  crew,  they  were  all  put  on  board  the  aforesaid  baik 
InvCvStigator,  with  orders  to  the  said  appearant  that  he  could  proceed « 
his  T-oyage;  that  in  the  mean  time  the  aforesaid  steamer  Sumter  lowered 
the  ensign  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  showed  the  flag  rf 
the  southern  confederation ;  that  the  said  appearant  was  deprived  bj 
the  commander  of  the  said  steamer  SumtA*  of  fifty-one  dollars ;  that  thi 
bark  Investigator,  again  in  command  of  the  said  appeanmt,  was  filled 
away  and  proceeded  to  this  port,  where  she  anchored  this  morning » 
aboiit  four  o'clock. 

In  consequence  of  the  foregoing  the  said  appearant  hereby  solemnly 
and  publicly  protests  against  the  said  steamer  Sumter,  her  commander 
aforesaid,  officers,  and  crew,  and  all  which  in  right  ought  to  be  protested 
against;  all  losses,  costs,  damages,  detriments,  detentions,  and  ex|>en8e8, 
which  have  or  hath  arisen,  or  which  may  accrue  to  the  said  bark  Investi- 
gator, of  Searsport,  or  the  proprietors  of  the  cargo,  in  consequence 
thereof. 

This  done  and  protested,  the  said  Charles  G.  Carver  hath  hereunto  set 
his  hand,  in  Gibraltar,  this  nineteenth  day  of  January-,  anno  Domini  one 
thousancl  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two. 

C.  G.  CAEYER 

Sworn  before  me  this  19th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1862. 

HORATIO  J.  SPR.1GUE, 

U.  S.  Cinurd. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  contains  a  verbatim  copy  of  the  minotM 
of  protest  of  C.  G.  Carver,  master  of  the  American  bark  Investigator,  rf 
Searsport,  duly  registered  in  this  consulate,  and,  as  a  verbatim  copyrf 
the  original,  is  entitled  to  full  faith  and  credit. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  in  Gibraltar,  this  21st  day  of  Jaai* 
ary,  A.  D.  1862. 

[L.  s.]  HOEATIO  J.  SPRA6UE, 

U.  8.  C(m9uly  GibraUtir. 

Mr,  Sprague  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Per  telegraph.] 

Jantjaby  21, 1882. 

The  Sumter  is  still  here,  evidently  waiting  funds.  Tlie  British  gof* 
ernor  observes  strict  neutrality,  in  conformity  with  the  Qaeen^s  prodfr 
mation. 

HORATIO  J.  SPBAGUB. 

Mr.  Adams,  American  Minister^  London. 


Mr.  8pra{/ue  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

Ko.  5.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Gibraltar y  FtAruarg  1,  ISfiS. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copy  of  a  commiinicatioii  lAvA  ^ 
had  occasion  yesterday  to  address  to  our  minister  at  LondoiL  It  viO 


I 
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»rm  your  excellency  of  the  latest  movements  of  the  steamer  Sumter, 
to  this  hour  (9  a.  m.)  she  remains  in  port,  and  has  not  yet  received 
)mid  of  coal. 

lie  seamen  who  refased  returning  on  board  the  Sumter  yesterday  are 
on  shore. 
I  am.  sir,  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOEATIO  J.  SPRAGUB, 

United  States  Consul. 
on.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Sprains  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

aihr altar,  February  6, 1862. 

m:  I  annex  copy  of  two  telegrams  which  I  had  the  honor  to  forward 
ou  since  my  last  communication  of  the  25th  ultimo, 
he  Sumter  remains  in  port.  She  took  in  yesterday  three  thousand 
ons  of  water,  paid  for  by  a  Mr.  R.  O.  Joyce,  of  this  city,  who  had 
riously  provided  her  with  an  anchor  and  chain.  To-day  her  com- 
ider  made  a  second  attempt  to  obtain  coal  from  the  coal  merchants 
his  market,  and  I  am  informed  they  have  declined  supplying  him, 
of  deference  to  myself. 

•n  the  1st  instant  the  P.  and  O.  steamer  Mooltan,  from  Southampton, 
ight  several  packages  of  clothing  for  the  crew  of  the  Sumter,  ad- 
md  to  Captain  Semmes,  and  I  hear  a  further  supply  is  expected  by 
next  Southampton  packet  due  on  the  9th  instant.  The  packages  per 
»ltan  were  forwarded  by  a  Mr.  S.  S.  Sampson,  of  Southampton,  I  be- 
d,  a  forwarding  agent 

inoe  yesterday  there  are  some  ten  or  twelve  seamen  of  the  Sumtei 
Jiore,  and  to-day  they  have  nearly  all  refiised  to  return  to  their  ship. 
I  of  them,  in  a  drunken  state,  called  upon  me  this  day  for  protection. 
the  officers  of  the  Sumter  have  attempted  to  forcibly  ship  them  off 

I  the  quay,  I  to-day  called  upon  the  governor  of  this  fortress  to  in- 
&  him  of  the  circumstance ;  that  I  was  ready  to  take  under  my  charge 

of  these  seamen  who  might  wish  to  avail  of  my  protection,  and  who 
iH  swear  allegiance  to  the  government  of  the  United  States;  and 

I I  did  not  believe  that  it  would  be  in  conformity  with  strict  neutral- 
to  force  these  men  on  board  of  the  Sumter. 

ince  my  interview  with  the 'governor  I  hear  that  orders  have  been 
in  to  the  police  authorities  not  to  permit  these  men  to  be  forcibly 
en  on  board  of  the  Sumter  by  her  officers^  and  up  to  this  hour  (7  p.  m.) 
jr  remain  on  shore,  mostly  in  a  stiite  of  intoxication. 
Jl  these  circumstances  may  probably  retard  the  departure  of  the 
Dter  from  this  port ;  still  I  sincerely  hope  that  a  federal  cruiser  may 
u  appear  to  do  away  Avith  any  further  trouble  about  this  craft.  I 
■e  every  reason  to  believe  that  her  boilers  are  defective,  and  that  she 
ery  badly  provided  with  powder  and  other  munitions  of  war. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

HORATIO  J.  SPRAGUE, 

United  States  Consul. 

Bhasles  Francis  Adams,  Esq., 

United  States  Minister  London. 


502  REBEL   CRUISERS. 

Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  6.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Gibraltar,  February  IS,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  13th  iustaut  I  informed  the  Navy  Department  of  the  safe 
arrival  at  this  port,  on  the  previous  day,  of  the  United  States  steamflr 
Tuscarora.  This  vessel  of  war  is  now  anchored  off  Algeciras,  where  Ae 
is  coaling*,  w  hile  the  ste<amer  Sumter  remains  at  this  iK>rt  and  has  nol 
yet  coaled. 

For  the  information  of  yonr  excellency,  I  have  the  honor  of  transmit- 
ting herewith  copies  of  further  correspofidence  that  has  come  to  pia 
with  this  consulate  since  I  addressed  you  on  the  7th  instant,  relating  tl 
the  Sumter  and  some  of  her  crew,  to  w  hich  I  beg,  respectfully,  to  crait 
your  reference. 

Remaining,  sir,  with  high  consideration  and  respect,  your  ohediert 
servant, 

HORATIO  J.  SPRAGUE, 

United  States  C&nnL 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr..  Adorns  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No.  117.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londouy  February  20, 18C2. 
Sir:         •  •  ♦  *  •  •  •  • 

I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Spragoi^ 
the  consul  at  Gibraltar,  and  the  authorities  at  that  place,  in  regard  to  th 
Sumter.  I  desire  to  bear  testimony  to  thfe  vigilance  of  that  gentlemtf 
in  apprising  me  of  all  the  movements  of  that  steamer,  from  tiie  momaH 
it  entered  the  harbor.  In  his  letter  to  me  he  alludes  to  the  dispositkii 
of  the  English  officials  as  adverse  to  the  United  States,  a  remark  whiA 
may,  perhaps,  re(*.eive  confirmation  from  the  circumstance  that  his  &> 
l)atch  came  to  London  with  the  consular  seal  broken,  and  was  sent  to 
me  resealed  by  the  post  office  authorities  here,  with  the  fact  attested  d 
the  envelope. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMa 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Spragtte  to  Mr.  Adams, 

Consulate  of  the  United  Statss, 

Gibraltar y  February  12, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  this  day  telegraphed  to  your  excellency  the  safe  arrival  at  tto 
port  of  the  United  States  steamer  Tuscarora.  Captain  Craven  iDfwinrf 
me  that  he  saw  nothing  of  the  steamer  NashviUe  during  his  vojifB 
across  the  Bay  of  Biscay. 

He  finds  here  the  steamer  Sumter  still  at  anchor,  notwiiiiBtiDdiW 
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^At  Earl  Bnssell's  ofBcial  dispatch  to  the  lord  commissioners  of  the  ad- 
i.iralty  respecting  the  rules  laid  down  about  United  States  ships  of  war 
nd  southern  cruisers  was  published  last  evening  in  the  government 
«wspaper.  Captain  Craven  intends  to  cross  over  to  the  port  of  Algeci- 
B8  probably  to-morrow  evening,  and  will,  if  possible,  replenish  his  stock 
f  coal  there.  The  private  coal  companies  in  this  market  still  refusing 
0  sell  the  Sumter  any  coal,  Captain  Semmes  has  applied  to  the  British 
athorities  for  a  supply ;  they  have  refused,  but  I  hear  have  telegraphed 
0  tiie  home  government  the  particulars,  and  ask  for  instructions. 
Lielosed  you  will  find  copy  of  notes  that  have  just  been  interchanged 
letween  the  government  here  and  myself  upon  ceitain  seamen  of  the 
hmter  who  are  on  shore  an<f  refuse  to  return  to  her;  and  as  some  of 
hese  men  have  expressed  a  desire  to  ship  by  the  Tuscarora,  I  anticipate 
kirther  trouble,  particularly  as  I  cannot  help  observing  a  kind  of  un- 
Icimdly  feeling  on  the  part  of  British  officials  toward  our  government 
in  anything  relating  to  our  differences  with  the  southern  States,  and 
irhich  1  can  hardly  account  for. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &c., 

HORATIO  J.  SPEAGUB, 

United  States  Co^isul. 

His  Excellency  the  Envoy  Extraordinary,  cfec,  cfec, 

of  the  United  States^  London. 


Mr.  Freeling  to  Mr,  Spra^ue, 

Secretary's  Office. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  inform  you  that  his  excellency 
16  received  a  letter  of  comphiint  from  Captain  Semmes  with  regard  to 
mr  conduct  as  United  States  consul,  viz:  that  you  have,  by  means  of 
mr  emissaries,  tampered  with  and  seduced  from  their  allegiance  sev- 
b1  of  the  crew  of  the  Sumter  who  have  visited  the  shore  on  liberty. 
Captain  Semmes  particularly  refers  to  Everett  Salmon,  John  Jenkins, 
id  Thomas  Penny,  three  seamen  of  the  Sumter,  and  he  further  states 
lat  you  have  persuaded  some  of  his  men  to  take  refuge  under  your  con- 
ilarflag. 

Captain  Semmes  adds  that  the  evidence  has  come  to  him  in  a  very 
itisfactory  shape,  and  that  he  Avill  be  ready  to  produce  it,  if  the  allega- 
lon  be  denied. 

The  governor  requests  you  will  give  me  information  on  these  points. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  FEEELING, 

Colonial  /Secretary. 
Horatio  J.  Spraoue,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  Oibraltar, 


Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Freeling. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Gibraltar,  February  11, 1802. 

8iE:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  commu- 
Qieation  of  yesterday's  date,  having  regartl  to  a  letter  from  Captain 
Bemmes,  of  the  steamer  Sumter,  to  his  excellency  the  governor,  com- 
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plaining,  as  you  iuforai  me,  of  my  conduct  as  United  States  consid^uA 
statiuf*:  that  I  have  by  means  of  emissaries  tampered  with,  and  t^kccd 
from  their  aHe^iauce,  several  of  the  crew  of  the  Sunit-er  who  have  \\A\ifi 
the  shore  on  liberty;  and  further,  that  I  have  persuaded  some  of  tk 
men  of  the  Sumter  to  tfike  refuge  under  the  Hag  of  this  consulate.-. 

In  reply,  1  beg  to  lay  before  you  the  followingstatement  of  farts,  liav- 
ing  particular  reference  to  the  three  seamen  whose  names  are  meiitioucd 
in  your  letter  : 

On  or  bi»fore  the  7th  instant,  a  seaman  belonging  to  the  Sumter,  liy 
name  John  deiikins,  presented  himself  at  this  consulate  in  an  iiitoii- 
cated  state.     He  incpiired  for  the  American  consul,  and,  as  I  was  pn*SfUt. 
he  (ilaimed  my  protection  as  an  Americarf  citizen,  stating  to  mc  that  he 
and  many  others  Avere  being  forced  to  i-etum  on  boanl  the  Sumter;  that 
he  preferred  to  die  rather  than  retimi  on  board;  that  he  was  a  Cai»e(.'wl 
nmn,  aiul  wished  to  go  back  to  his  native  place.     I  replied  by  tilling 
hiui  to  go  away  and  get  sober,  and  that  I  would  siK'ak  to  hiiii  later. 
Ui)on  this  he  left  the  consnhit(»,  and  I  immediately  honoi-ed  myself  by 
calling  upon  th<>  governor,  accoini)anieil,  as  you  will  doubtless  nK.'oUect, 
by  yourself.     I  then  infcmned  his  excell(»ncy  of  what  had  bet*n  statetlto 
me  by  Jenkins,  and  Avhich  I  have  above  detaih^d,  and  his  excelleucy 
the  governor  thereupon  promisinl  that  the  seamen  of  the  Sumter  should 
not  be  ill-treated  or  forced  on  board  against  their  will;  that  he  woiild 
not  i»ermit  the  neutrality  of  this  port  to  be  violated,  and  that  he  would 
issue  his  ordeis  accordingly.    On  the  7th  instnnt  two  other  seamen  (nm    i 
t\w  Sumter  presented  themselves  at  this  considate,  one  of  them,  I  think.   I 
named  Thomas  Penny,  and  iinding  nn*  there  also  clainu'd  my  protection.  / 
stating  that  they  belonge<l  to  the  city  of  Xew  Y<u*k.     I  instantly  >«*nr 
for  a  policeman,  and  recpu^sted  him  to  take  these  seamen  before  the  iHjlii'f 
magistrate  with  a  note  fiH)m  me,  (of  which  I  beg  to  inclose  a  copy,)  with 
which  re([uest  the  iwliceman  complied.    I  am  not  aware  of  what  took 
place  befoi'c  the  magistrate  with  respect  to  these  seamen.    In  al>outtw 
hours  a  policenum  came  to  this  consulate,  and  in  the  name  of  the  i>olice 
magistrate  brought  to  me  another  seaman  belonging  to  the  Sumter,  called 
Evei-ett  Salmon,  who  had  his  face  frightfully  bruised,  and  who  likewise 
clainuMl  my  protection  as  an  Amencan,  and  desired  to  Ik*  senttohii 
home.    I  immediately  sent  this  man  away,  advising  him  to  have  his 
injuries  attended  to,  and  to  couduct  himself  steadily  and  quietly. 

Sinc«»  the  above  occurrences  I  have  had  daily  applications  at  thisoon- 
sulate  JVoiu  seamen  of  the  Sumter,  claiming  protection,  and  in  all  csM 
desiring  to  be  sent  to  tlu^ir  homes,  an<l  in  every  instance  I  have  sent  then 
to  the  iM)lic(*  oftice,  thei'e  to  in*efer  their  comi)laint9  (if  anj')  or  to  rehite 
their  cases,  and  I  have  at  the  same  time  intbnned  them  that  this  lieing 
a  neutml  poit  I  could  not  become  security  for  their  resideneis  here,  or  at 
the  present  monu^nt  take  steps  for  sending  them  to  America. 

B<\vond  Avhat  is  above  stated,  and  always  recommending  to  them,  oo 
the  occasions  referred  to  of  their  visits  to  this  consulate,  peaceable  con- 
duct in  the  town,  I  have  never  had,  or,  indeed,  desired  to  have,  any 
communication,  directly  or  indirectly,  with  the  crew  of  the  Sumter;  thrir 
coming  to  me  and  absence  from  their  vessel  being  purelj' Toluntary,  and 
wholly,  to  the  l)est  of  my  knowledge,  unconnected  with  persuasion  of 
any  kiml. 

1  trust  that  the  above  statement  Avill  alone  relieve  me  from  any  8U»- 
picions  that  his  exccfllency  the  governor  might  entertain  as  to  the  possi- 
bility of  my  acting  or  desiring  to  act  in  the  manner  pointed  outlay  Cap- 
tain Semmes;  but  if  this  should  not  be  the  case,  I  wonld  tesptcMs 
solicit  fiom  his  excellency  that  he  will  do  me  the  jostioe  to  cause  each 
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he  seamen  in  question  to  be  examined,  and  then  satisfy  himself  that, 
he  representative  at  this  port  of  the  United  States  of  America,  I  have 
id,  in  a  position  which  is  not  devoid  of  difficulty,  as  honorably  and 
iciously  as  the  circumstiinces  of  the  case  would  warrant. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOEATIO  J.  SPRAGUE, 

United  States  Consul. 
aptain  S.  Fbeeling,  E.  A., 

Colonial  Secretary ^  &c.^  Oibraltar.  * 


Mr.  Sprague  to  Police  Magistrate  at  Oibraltar. 

Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Oibraltar,  Febrnm-y  7,  1862. 

m:  The  accompauying  two  seamen  have  just  called  at  this  consulate, 
ming  the  protection  of  the  United  States  goveniment,  and  stating 
i  they  do  not  wish  to  return  on  board  the  Sumter,  to  which  vessel 
'  belonged.  They  will  relate  their  oavu  tales  to  you,  and  I  beg  re- 
tfolly  to  solicit  for  these  men  all  the  privileges  which  a  neutral  port 
afford  them. 
1  ^n,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOEATIO  J.  SPEAGUE, 

United  States  Consul. 
le  Police  Magistrate,  ifec,  ifec,  Gribraltar. 


Mr.  Sjprague  to  Mr.  Adams. 

GiBBALTAB,  February  18,  1862. 

b:  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the  12th  instant.  The 
ter  still  remains  in  port.  The  coal  companies  in  this  market  still 
ist  in  refusing  to  sell  her  coal,  notwithstanding  that  $12  per  ton  is 
•ed  for  it,  which  is  50  per  centum  over  the  market  price, 
fter  to-day  the  rules  laid  down  by  Earl  Eussell,  with  regard  to  Amer- 
belligerents  in  British  waters,  will  be  in  force  for  the  Sumter,  and 
I  curious  to  know  how  the  authorities  here  will  act  on  the  occasion. 
orts  say  a  supply  of  coal  is  momentarily  expectesd  for  this  steamer 
I  abroad.  Anything  further  on  the  subject  shfill  be  duly  forwarded 
ttur  excellency  by  telegraph  for  transmission  to  the  State  Department 
Washington. 

le  United  States  steamer  Tuscarora  has  been  at  anchor  off  Algeciras 
B  the  14th  instant,  and  she  is  coaling  there.  She  may  return  to  this 
to-morrow  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  provisions. 
nee  my  last  communication  I  have  had  a  conference  with  the  Brit- 
govemor  with  regard  to  the  several  seamen  of  the  Sumter,  who  are 
on  shore  and  refuse  to  return  to  her,  and  who  have  asked  my  pro- 
ion. 

foond  the  governor  particularly  non-committal  in  all  his  conversation 
d  these  seamen;  he  gave  no  encouragement  for  me  to  take  them 
ear  the  protection  of  this  consulate,  cautioning  me  at  the  same  time 
16  exceedingly  particular  how  I  moved  in  the  matter;  in  fact,  he 
mmended  me  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  them. 
hear  $16  per  head  are  offered  to  seafaring  men  by  the  officers  of  the 
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Sumter,  to  entice  these  men  to  return  to  their  ship;  but  up  to  ttiift mo- 
ment none  have  been  induced  to  take  the  bait;  indeed,  I  was  yesterday 
informed  that  one  of  these  men  had  found  his  w^y  on  board  the  Tuflca- 
rora,  off  Algeciras. 

So  long  as  they  remain  within  the  reach  of  this  consulate  they  slisiD 
not  starve;  it  would,  however,  be  desirable  if  the  British  government 
would  permit  my  sending  these  men  to  their  homes,  where  they  hav< 
their  wives  and  childrt^n  in  a  state  of  want;  particularly  as  it  ha8l)eei 
•their  voluntary  act  to  leave  the  Sumter,  with  a  desire  to  pass  an  hones 
life  among  those  most  dear  to  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  SPRAGl  E. 

His  Excellency  tlie  Envoy  Extbaobdinaey,  <fec.,  cfec, 

of  the  United  States  of  America,  London. 


Mr,  8pra{fne  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  8.]  GiBRALTAB,  March  14, 1863. 

Sir:  For  the  purpose  of  keeping  your  excellency  posted,  up  to  thelai 
hour^  with  ever^-thing  relating  to  the  movements  of  our  naval  forces] 
this  immediate  neighborhood,  as  well  as  the  continuation  of  the  Snmtt 
at  this  port.,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  copies  of  my  last  ooi 
munications  to  Mr.  Adams,  our  minister  at  London,  to  which  I  beg  yw 
reference. 

Remaining,  sir,  with  high  consideration  and  respect,  your  obedien 
servant, 

HOBATIO  J.  SPRAGUE, 

United  States  Consul 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

March  12, 1862. 
Sir:        •••••••• 

The  United  States  steamers  Kearsarge  and  Tuscarora  remain  ofif  Algfr 
ciras;  the  ship  Ino  is  at  Cadiz,  while  the  Sumter  continues  in  thisptfi 
in  an  apparent  state  of  inactivity,  which  is  not  surprising,  sarronndedi' 
she  is  now  by  our  vessels  of  war,  with  Earl  Russell's  ndes  in  force,  sai 

late  important  successes  on  our  part  in  the  field  of  battle. 

•  •••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

HORATIO  J.  SPRAGUE, 

United  8Mes  (kntd 

His  Excellency  Charles  F.  Adams,  (tc.,  itCy  d^  Xofubn. 
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Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr,  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

Mabch  14, 1862. 

le  Sumter  remaius  in  port,  while  the  Kearsarge,  Tiiscarora,  and  Ino 
off  Algeciras.  This  latter  vessel  arrived  there  last  evening  from 
iz  and  Tangier. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

HORATIO  J.  8PRAGUE, 

United  States  ConsuL 

is  Excellency  the  Minister  of  the  United  States^  Ixmdon. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

280.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London  December  24,  1862. 

R :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  a  series  of  communications 
ived  from  Mr.  H.  J.  Sprague,  the  consul  at  Gibraltar,  respecting  the 
ements  made  at  that  port  to  sell  the  steamer  Sumter.  As  he  desired 
Bidvice,  I  gave  it  to  him  in  the  letter,  a  copy  of  which  goes  with  the 
jrs.  The  question  of  the  right  to  sell  the  property  of  a  belligerent 
neutral  in  a  neutral  port  is  not  without  its  difficulties,  and  I  find 
authorities  differ  materially  about  it.  My  own  leaning  is  rather  to 
3eral  construction,  especially  as  in  this  case  it  relieves  us  from  a 
lensome  process  of  vigilance.  Besides  which,  1  find  that  the  govem- 
t  bought  a  war  vessel  of  the  Greeks  whilst  engaged,  in  1826,  in  their 
with  the  Turks. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS, 
on.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


No.  1. 
Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Gibraltar^  December  9, 1862. 

B:  I  informed  you  yesterdjiy  that  the  steamer  Sumter  had  just  been 
by  private  conta'act.  The  sum  she  fetched  was  four  thousand  pounds 
ling. 

esterday  afternoon  the  purchasers  were  ready  with  the  money  and 
I  bill  of  sale  in  hand  to  be  executed  by  a  notary  public  in  this  city, 
n  it  was  found  that  all  the  papers  required  by  them  could  not  be 
luced  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Sumter,  who,  it  api)ears,  holds 
'wer  of  attomdif  from  a  certain  Bullock,  who  styles  himself  senior  naval 
ser  in  the  confederate  service  in  Europe,  and,  I  am  told,  is  at  present 
Dngland  giving  his  attention  to  wiiat  relates  to  the  marine  service  of 
rebel  States.  The  purchasers  require  a  written  authority  from  Com- 
moner Maaon  to  Mr.  Bullock  for  the  sale  of  the  Sumter,  and  the  sel- 
lias  telegraph^  for  this  document;  in  the  mean  while  the  sale  is  in 
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I 

suspense,  and  I  accordingly  telegraphed  your  excellency  last  evening  as  ] 
annexed. 

The  guns  of  the  Sunit<3r  are  included  in  the  sale,  and  should  tlie  sak 
be  consummated,  I  understand  they  will  be  lauded  here  under  the  ftuper- 
vision  of  the  British  authorities.  The  revolvers  are  not  sold.  I  hear  it 
stated  the  officer  in  charge  intends  to  send  them  forward  to  England. 
The  purchasers  of  the  Sumter  have  refused  buying  the  chronomet«n, 
salt,  provisions,  or  anything  else  that  has  been  captured  by  her  wlieoii 
command  of  Semmes. 

Please  communicate  all  this  information  to  our  government  at  WaA- 
ington. 

I  hsive  the  honor,  &c.,  &c., 

HORATIO  J.  SPEAGUE, 
United  States  Co 
His  Excellency  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister^  &c.^  cfec,  cfec,  London. 


No.  2. 
Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Telegram.] 

December  8, 18G1 
Mr.  Adams,  American  Miniver ^  London : 

The  private  sale  of  the  Sumter  is  in  susi)ense  for  want  of  wriUa 
authority  from  Commissioner  Mason.    The  party  has  telegraphed  for  it 

SPKAGUE,  Coiml 

No.  3. 

Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Oibraltnr,  Decetnber  10, 1S62. 

Sir:  After  mailing  my  communication  to  you  of  yesterday  I  receiver 
a  telegram  from  Mr.  Koerner,  our  minister  at  Madrid,  reque^^ting  met 
protest  against  the  selling  of  the  steamer  Sumter  at  this  port.  I  Ium 
also  received,  a  few  hours  before,  an  official  note  from  Captain  Pickerini 
of  the  United  States  steamer  Kearsarge,  now  at  Cadiz,  to  the  same  effect 
In  consequence,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  reply  from  your  excellency t 
my  telegrams  from  the  6th  instant,  I  decided  to  delay  no  further  in  d 
dressing  the  governor  of  this  fortress  on  the  subject,  and  based  ip, 
communication  upon  the  telegram  received  from  our  minister  atMadix 
I  now  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  a  copy  thereof! 

The  private  sale  of  the  Sumter  still  remains  in  suspense,  and  she  i 
still  advertised  in  the  Gibraltar  Chronicle  of  yesterday  for  sale  by  paU 
auction  for  to-morrow. 

Ajiy thing  further  transpiring  about  the  Sumter  I  shall  telegraph  yoB 
excellency  without  delay. 

I  inclose  copy  of  Captain  Pickering's  dispatch  to  yte.  I  also  aoofl 
copy  of  my  telegram  to  you  of  last  evening. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedientji^anti 

HOB4JHO  J.  SPRAGUE, 

UnUedSiaimOomd 
His  Excellency  C.  F.  Adams, 

United  States  Minister ,  Ac.,  &c.^  &c.^  licmdofi. 
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No.  4. 
Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Tele^pram.] 

GiBRALTAB,  December  9, 1862. 

AMS,  American  Minister ,  Ixnidon: 

istmction  of  our  minister  at  Madrid,  have  protested  to  British 
uent  against  Sumter  being  sold  here. 

SPRAGUE,  Consul. 

No.  5. 

[From  Gibraltar  Chronicle  of  the  9th  December,  18G2.] 
CTION  SALE  OF  THE  VERY  SWIFT  SCREW-STEAMER  SUMTER. 

liursday  next,  lltli  instiint,  at  12  o'clock,  will  be  sold  by  public 
,  in  the  north  room  of  the  Exchange,  the  screw-steamer  Sumter, 
ug  in  this  bay,  of  about  499  tons  burden,  built  at  Philadelphia  in 
8ui>erior  oak  timber,  and  sheathed  with  yellow  metal  in  I860, 
r  with  sails,  rigging,  stores,  moorings,  &c.,  &c.,  as  may  be  found 
d,  and  a  powerful  engine,  cylinder  fifty  inches ;  an  inventory  of 
nd  conditions  of  sale  may  be  seen  on  board  any  time  previous  to 
,  or  at— 

WM.  SHERWILL. 
MBER  8, 1862. 


No.  6. 
Mr.  Sprague  to  Sir  W.  Codrington. 

Consulate  op  the  United  States  of  America, 

Oibraltar,  December  9, 1862 — 4  p.  m. 

I  have  this  moment  received  a  telegram  from  the  minister  of  the 
States  of  America  for  the  court  of  Madrid,  under  to-day's  date,  in 
>wing  terms: 

[Translation.] 

lonnce  ofScially  that  the  steamer  Stumer,  being  prize  of  war  made 
Qsnrgents  in  the  United  States,  and  really  the  property  of  citizens 
republic,  being  also  included  in  the  terms  provided  in  the  orders 
Britannic  Majesty  in  cx)uncil  against  the  sale  of  prize  of  this  war 
Majesty's  dominions,  cannot  be  lawfully  sold  in  Gibraltar,  and 
)  sale  announ(^  will  not  be  respected  by  the  vessels  of  war  of 
ted  States,  but  that  the  Sumter  will  be  made  prize  wherever  she 
\  found  on  the  high  seas,  or  within  American  jurisdiction,  and 
efore  the  proper  court  for  adjudication. 
The  minister  plenipotentiary, 

"GUSTAVUS  KOERNBB.'' 

98  of  which  I  have  to  protest  in  the  name  of  the  government  of 
ted  States  of  America,  as  its  representative  at  this  port,  against 
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the  sale  of  the  steamer  Sumter  takiug  place  in  this  city,  with  tto  eoi- 
curreuce  of  the  British  authorities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  SPRAGUE, 

United  States  Connl 

His  Excellency  Sir  William  Codrington,  K.  C.  B. 

Oovemor  of  Gibraltar^  cfec,  etc.,  &c. 


No.  7. 

Captain  Pickering  tcTMr.  Sprague, 

Unighbd  States  Steamer  Kearsarge, 

La  Carraccaj  CadiZy  December  6, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  tdograi, 
without  date,  informing  me  that  the  Sumter  is  adveilised  for  side  at  GibnI- 
tar  on  Thursday  next. 

Tlie  vessel  is  of  little  value,  and  probably  offered  for  sale  merely  ti 
establish  a  preceilent. 

The  sale  of  so-called  confederate  war  ve-ssels  in  British  ix)rts  is  an  ad 
as  unfriendly  and  hostile  to  our  government  as  the  purchase  uf  wir 
vessels  in  their  iwrts  by  the  same  party.  I  woidd  therefore  suggest  that 
it  is  your  duty  to  enter  a  protest  against  the  sale. 

I  am,  respectfullv,  &c.,  your  obedient  servant^ 

C.  W.  PlCKiERING,  Captain, 
Horatio  J.  Sprague,  Esq., 

Unit-ed  States  Consul,  Gibraltar. 


No.  8. 

Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Gibraltar,  December  12, 18G2. 

Sir:  I  beg  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  notes  that  havesofarbeei 
interchanged  between  this  consulate  and  the  governor  of  Gibraltar 
regarding  the  proposed  sale  of  the  steamer  Sumter  in  this  iwrt  since  I 
had  the  lionor  of  addressing  your  excellency  on  the  10th  instant. 

In  the  absence  of  instructions  from  your  excellency,  I  have  limited 
myself  to  protecting  against  the  sale  of  the  Sumter  at  this  port,  baarf 
upon  the  contents  of  the  telegram  received  from  Mr.  Koemer,  our  mil' 
ister  at  Madrid. 

I  call  your  particular  attention  to  the  o£Bcial  notices  pabliahed  in  tt> 
Gibraltar  Chronicle  of  the  10th  and  11th  instant,  which  I  heievitt 
annex. 

I  have  never  been  able  to  obtain  an  acrcurate  history  of  tlie  flluiBif 
Sumter,  but,  as  much  can  be  mxd  as  to  what  constitutes  a  '^war  priiv 
I  take  the  liberty  to  observe  that  as  all  public  property  in  the  StaM 
that  have  rebelled  against  the  government  of  the  United  States  waafc 
property  of  the  United  States,  whether  it  consisted  of  ships  or  tlont  k 
the  public  arsemU^  or  of  mmey  in  the  public  eketlt,  ita  illegai  Mjptnelf 
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so-called  confederates  miglit  make  all  such  proi)ert^'  prize  of  war. 
lioagh  the  Britdsb  government  has  conceded  belligerent  rights  to  the 
bes  in  rebellion,  it  has  not  yet  recognized  those  States,  nor  would  it 
t>ably  be  disposed  to  contend  that  the  property  of  the  United  States 
ed  by  force  is  lawfiilly  owned  by  the  so-called  confederates, 
he  private  sale  of  the  Sumter  ha\'ing  been  canceled  by  mutual  con- 
ij  she  is  again  advertised  for  sale  by  public  auctiou  for  the  19th 
ant,  and  I  hear  a  party  is  expected  from  England,  by  the  South- 
>ton  steamer,  due  here  on  the  17th  instant,  to  be  present  at  the  sale, 
for  what  purpose  I  know  not. 

lease  do  me  the  favor  to  inform  our  government  of  the  contents  of 
present  communication  with  its  inclosures,  and  accept,  sir,  the  assur- 
es of  my  high  consideration  and  respect. 

HOKATIO  J.  SPRAGUE, 

United  States  CoiisuL 
is  Excellency  C.  F.  Adams, 

United  States  Minister j  dcc.j  c0e.,c£*e.,  London. 


No.  9. 

Captain  Freeling  to  Mr.  Sprague. 

Secretaby's  Office, 

OibraltaTj  December  10, 1862. 

[R:  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
r  letter,  dated  9th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  sale  of  the  Sumter, 
is  excellency  desires  me  to  inform  you  that  you  have  not  furnished 
such  proof  of  the  Sumter  being  a  prize  as  to  justify  his  interference 
1  a  mercantile  transaction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  FREELING, 


.  J.  Sprague,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  &€.,  <£c.,  cCr. 


Coloniul  Secretary. 


No.  10. 

Mr.  Sprague  to  Captain  Freeling. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Gibraltar,  December  10, 1862. 

[R:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of 
lay's  date,  and,  in  reply,  1  beg  to  state  that  I  am  not  instructed  by 
government  of  the  United  States  to  enter  into  the  question  proposed 
^our  said  dispatch,  as  to  which  I  may,  however,  observe  that  there 
be  no  doubt  that  the  sale  of  the  steamer  Sumter  is  in  fact  a  sale  for 

firpose  of  avoiding  a  capture  by  the  cruisers  of  the  United  States. 
sdie  for  such  purpose  within  the  jurisdiction  of  a  neutral  state  is, 
pprehend,  illegal  and  opposed  to  the  strict  law  of  neutrality,  ii*  sane- 
led  by  the  government  of  such  neutral  state. 

b  oonformity  with  the  tenor  of  my  instructicms  contained  in  the 
iidal  telegram  of  yesterday,  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  remit 
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a  copy  to  his  excellency  the  governor,  I  have  only  to  protest  in 
name  of  my  government  against  any  such  sale  in  this  port  of  tlie 
steamer  Sumter,  as  is  proposed,  and  to  point  out  the  consequenc«| 
following  upon  such  sale.  It  only  remains  for  me  to  reiterate  that  pw-l 
test,  and  respectfully  to  request  the  attention  of  his  excellency  the  goi^| 
emor  thereto. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOKATIO  J.  SPRAGPE, 

United  States  Coml 
Captain  8.  Fbeeling,  B.  A.^ 

CoUmiul  Secretary,  cfcc,  cfec,  cfcc,  Oibraltar, 


No.  11. 
Captmn  Freeling  to  Mr.  Sprague, 

Secretary's  Office,  December  10, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipl 
your  letter  of  this  date,  and,  in  reply,  to  remark  that  your  protest! 
yesterday  wa«  made  on  the  ground  that  the  Sumter  was  a  prize 
from  the  federals  by  the  confederates,  and  therefore  truly  the  pro] 
of  the  former. 

Now,  however,  you  state  a  diflTerent  ground,  viz:  that  the  sale  isfi* 
the  purpose  of  avoidmg  a  capture  by  the  cruisers  of  the  United  StatOi 
and  therefore  illegal. 

The  governor  wishes  to  know  upon  which  of  these  two  grounds  jtn 

now  make  your  protest,  as  your  last  seems  somewhat  incompatible  with 

the  first  which  he  received  from  you  yesterday. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

S.  FBEELING, 

Colonial  Secretary 
Horatio  J.  Sprague,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  Oibraltar. 


No.  12. 

Mr.  Sprague  to  Captain  Freeling.  , 

i 
Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  Awsaickj 

Oibraltar,  December  11, 18(3. 

Sir  :  1  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  lOti  in- 
stant, in  reply  to  my  communication  of  the  same  date,  on  the  mlgt^ 
of  the  prox)osed  sale  of  the  steamer  Sumter. 

The  telegram  from  his  excellency  the  minister  pleftipotentiaiy  of  thB 
United  States  at  the  court  of  Madirid,  of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  tof- 
ward  a  copy  to  his  excellency  the  governor  on  the  9th  instant,  oontaiM 
the  instructions  upon  which  I  have  acted  in  protesting  against  fheabovi 
sale,  as  I  necessarily  had  to  consider  it  my  duty  to  do  aOb 

I  am.  however,  quite  unable  to  see  the  inoompotibOity  of  lAat  ^< 
'stated  D^  me  in  my  letter  of  yesterday,  with  the  gioimd  set  fcrthftrfll 
protest  in  question,  as  it  was  simply  put  forwird  M  an  olMttvatiiij 
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1  appeared  to  me  to  bear  upon  the  question,  and  not  to  be  incon- 
it  with  the  views  set  fortli  in  the  telegram. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  SPRAGUE, 

United  States  Consul. 
>tain  S.  Fbeeling,  R.  A. 

Colonial  Secretary,  Qibraltar, 


ISo.  13. 

[Official  notice  in  the  Gibraltar  Clironicle  of  December  10, 1862.] 

NOTICE. 

Secretaby's  Office, 

Qibraltar^  December  10, 1862. 

;  excellency  the  governor  has  received  a  protest  from  the  United 
3  consul  in  this  city  against  the  sale  of  the  confederate  steamer 
er,  on  the  ground,  as  stated  by  him,  of  her  being  a  prize.  Ko  proof 
is  being  the  case  has  been  funiished,  but  the  governor  deems  it 
to  notify  this  protest  to  the  public, 
command : 

S.  FREELING,  Colonial  Secretary. 


No.  14. 

[Official  notice  from  the  Gibraltar  Chronicle  of  December  11, 1832.] 

NOTICE. 

Secretary's  Office, 

Qibraltar^  December  11,  1862. 

th  reference  to  the  notice  in  yesterday's  Chronicle,  his  excellency 
overnor  has  received  the  following  statement  from  the  officer  com- 
liug  the  Sumter : 
he  Sumter  was  bought  and  paid  for  at  New  Orleans  by  the  confed- 

government;  that  the  owners  of  the  then  steamer  Habana  (the 
er)  agreed  to  the  price  and  terms  of  sale ;  and  that  she  was  pur- 
A  before  any  vessels  had  been  seized  in  New  Orleans  by  the  con- 
ate  government." 

command: 

S.  FREELING,  Colonial  Secretary. 


No.  15. 

0  Gibraltar  Chronicle  of  the  11th  December  has  a  supplement  con- 
ag  tiie  advertisement  of  the  sale  of  the  Sumter,  as  heretofore  copied, 
the  addition  that  ^'  The  above  sale  is  postponed  until  Friday,  the 
instant.'' 

33  A  c— VOL.  n 
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Xo.  17. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Sprague, 

Legation  of  the  United  Statks. 

London^  Devtmhtr  IT,  WL 

Sm :  I  have  to  aclviiowled^o  tlie  reoei)tioii  of  sovenil  tvU'uram 
to^etlicT  with  hitters,  and  csprcially  that  of  the  (Jth  of  I )eceinW r, il 
rehitiug  to  the  project  of  sale  of  the  steamer  SumterintheiKirt  of  (libialtar. 

I  have  not  written  in  re])ly  to  tlu»se  eonuniinieations,  for  X\w  ivawi 
that  I  could  not  perceive  any  action  yet  taken  in  the  premises  that  can  be 
made  the  ])asis  of  agitation  here.    The  advertisement  jait  into  tlieni^ 
nmns  of  the  Gibraltar  as  well  as  the  Liverpool  newspapers  iswhuHy 
devoid  of  a  responsible  chaiacter.    It  is  clear  that  no  owner  Iws  yrt 
appeared  vested  with  sutlicient  iK)wer  to  act  at  all   in  the  pivuiisA 
Tender  such  circumstances  1  cannot  s(*e  the  force  of  a  remonstraiuttft 
the  r>ritish  government  which  is  based  uj)on  no  act  to  be  coniplaiuHlof 
beyond  a  newspaper  advertisement,  and  which  suggests  Ud  jiraditil 
remedy.     In  this  sensi*  your  letter  to  Conjmander  Bryson  a))pears  tone 
to  have  been  written  with  gi*eat  judgment.    It  is  scarcely  to  be pn»suinei 
tliat  her  Majesty's  gov(»rnment  is  not  fully  conscious  of  the  comlitioBi 
under  which  the  Sumter  enjoys  its  protection.     It  is  as  a  vcjiselofi 
recognized  belligerent  that  she  obtaine<l  the  privilege  of  reinaiiihir 
wheixi  she  is  until  now.    Any  change  in  her  character  cannot  be  cfftHtrf 
without  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  authorii  ies  at  (libraltar.    T« 
will  therefore,  first  of  all,  confine  yourself  to  the  simph*  duty  of  wawb- 
iiig  all  the  proceedings.    In  casi".  of  any  attempt  at  a  merely  frainlulfflt 
transfer  for  the  sake  of  escaping  harmless  from  our  cmisiTs  an<l  ivsnwing 
her  former  career,  you  will  call  their  attention  to  the  fact,  ileny  the  \tr 
lidity  of  any  such  jmu'eeding,  and  invoke  their  interfeivncc*.    Should il 
appear  to  you,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  imrchasing  jtarties  are  for- 
eigners acting  in  good  faith  for  the  conversion  of  the  vessel  to  some 
legitimate  and  jH^aceful  trade,  I  see  no  lK»tter  way  of  getting  rid  of  I 
burdensome  labor  of  vigihuure  ui)on  a  pi-oju^rty  of  little  value  than  tl 
acquiesce  in  it.    On  the  other  hand,  shouhl  you  have  reastin  to  suspMi 
a  H])U]'ious  transiu^tion  for  the  8ol(»  luirpose  of  extricating  the  vwd 
from  its  present  position  in  onler  to  replacre  it  in  a  more  effective  atti- 
tude of  hostility  to  the  United  States,  you  will  do  well  to  remonstnH 
with  the  local  authorities,  and  to  s(»nd  a  copy  of  your  nnnonstnuMi^ 
together  with  the  evidence  on  which  you  rest  it,  to  this  legiitiou. 

Under  the  present  asjiect  of  the  case,  T  do  not  feel  as  if  I  had  proof  of 
ill  intention  in  my  hands  sufficient  to  enable  me  to  give  to  the  command- 
ers of  our  vessi»ls  of  war  any  spe<»ific  instnictions.  St)  much  must  dejiend 
on  the  sha|>e  which  the  matter  may  take,  that  1  can  only  wiy  to  you  tbis: 
that  only  in  the  contingency  of  positive  fraud  al>ove  H|>oken  of,  clearir 
shown,  as  well  as  of  refusal  of  the  British  authorities  to  interfere,  so  to 
as  to  detain  the  vessel  for  time  enough  to  make  a  reproseutation  here, 
should  I  think  it  advisjible  for  our  own  vess<»ls  to  inter])ose.  And  even 
tluMi,  slumld  she  siiil  under  a  British  flag,  it  can  only  l)e  done  on  the 
high  was,  aiul  under  a  preliminaiy  search  to  investigate  her  trne  char 
a<'ter.  Should  the  pajK^ra  be  of  such  a  kind  as  to  subject  her  to  the  9» 
picion  of  being  yet  rebel  property,  with  only  a  fraudulent  cover,  »lie  migW 
then  betaken  and  sent  home  for  adjudication  in  the  United  States  coot 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant^ 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADA3B 

Horatio  J.  Sprague,  Esq., 

l7Mitcd  Stutes  Cuu%ul,  OxbraUar. 
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Xo.  18. 

Mr,  Sprague  to  Mr.  Adams. 


Deoembeb  19, 1862. 

sold  this  day  by  public  auction  for  nineteen  thousand  five 
dollars.  Purchaser,  an  English  engineer,  arrived  yesterday 
thampton. 

8PRAGUE,  Gibraltar. 
AMS,  American  Minister^  London. 


Ko.  19. 
Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Adams. 

San  Roque,  December  23, 1862 — 2.45  p.  m. 

flying  British  flag.    Is  loading.    Probably  be  conveyed  (con. 
o  seii  if  necessary. 

SPEAGUE. 
,  American  Minister ^  London. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  December  27, 1862. 
•  ••••••         Another 

es  to  the  privateer  Sumter  at  Gibraltar.  She  was  to  be  sold 
the  20th  of  December.  Mr.  Klingender,  the  active  coacyutor 
»tum  of  Fra«er,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  this  place,  has  gone  to  bid 
nd  will  most  likely  have  bought  her.  If  he  has,  the  real  owners 
^'raser,  Trenholm  &  Go. ;  if  not,  the  insurgents,  and  we  shall 
er  again  either  as  a  privateer,  or  as  going  to  attempt  the  block- 
t  likely  in  the  first  cliaracter.         ♦         ♦  ♦  •         ♦ 

im,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H,  DUDLEY. 
V'lLLiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract] 

United  States  Consttlatb, 

Liverpool^  December  31, 1862. 

learn  that  the  privateer  Sumter  has  been  purchased  by  Melchor. 
□ingender,  of  Liverpool,  and  that  she  is  coming  around  to  this 
er  to  be  fitted  out  as  a  privateer,  or  to  run  the  blockade ;  most 
d  former.    Ld  my  dispatch  Ko.  184, 1  refer  to  this  individual 
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who  lias  made  the  purchase  and  his  connections.  I  have  notlniig  more 
to  add,  other  than  that  I  think  the  sale  a  sham,  and*  that  the  vesitel 
ou^ht  to  be  seized  wherever  found.  She  no  doubt  belongs  to  the  cua- 
federates  or  their  agents,  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  as  much  so  uow  as 

she^did  before  the  pretended  sale. 

•  •••••••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  ofStute, 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

Ko.  287.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lond(yiij  January  1, 1863. 

Sir:  Learning  IVom  the  consul  at  Liveri>ool  that  the  person  reportii 
as  the  purchaser  of  the  Sumter  is  a  man  well  known  in  that  place  as  tkl 
agent  of  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  I  immediately  addressed  I 
note  to  Lord  Russell  on  the  subject,  a  copy  of  wliich  I  have  the  boD(vti 
transmit. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

"  CHARLES  FliANClS  ADAM& 
Hon.  WILLIA3I  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Earl  Russell, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  December  ;^,  ISGi 

My  Lord:  On  the  19th  of  this  month,  I  am  informed  by  the  consul  rf 
the  United  States  at  Gibraltar,  that  a  public  sale  is  said  to  have  bed 
made  of  the  steamer  Sumter,  a  vessel  which  had  committed  much  d^n^ 
dation  upon  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  which  had  taktt 
shelter  in  that  poit  from  pursuit  by  the  national  8liii>s. 

Having  the  strongest  reason,  from  the  known  chanicter  and  previooi 
conduct  of  the  alleged  purchaser,  to  believe  that  this  sale  is  effected 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  rescuing  the  vessel  from  its  present  position, 
and  of  making  use  of  her  Majesty's  flag  to  convert  it  to  new  purposes  or 
hostilities  to  the  United  States,  I  must  pray  your  lordship^s  attention  to 
the  necessity  under  which  I  am  placed  of  asking  the  assistance  of  b^r 
Majesty's  government  to  prevent  any  risk  of  damage  to  the  United 
States  trom  a  fraudulent  transaction  in  one  of  her  ports;  or,  in  default  of 
it,  of  declining  to  recognize  the  validity  of  the  transfer,  should  tbat 
vessel  subsequently  be  found  by  the  armed  ships  of  the  United  SUM 
sailing  on  the  high  seas. 

Eenewing  the  assurances  of  my  highest  considerationi  I  have  tt* 
lionor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

CHABLES  FBAIjrCIS  ADAII& 

Bight  Hon.  Earl  Bussell,  <£c.,  (£c.,  (0e. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

92.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  Januay  8, 1863. 

::  In  connection  with  the  papers  already  transmitted  with  my  dis- 

No.  280,  in  relation  to  the  position  of  the  Sumter  at  Gibraltar,  I 
now  to  place  in  your  hands  a  copy  of  Lord  Kussell's  reply  to  my 
:o  him  of  the  30tli  ultimo. 

v'ing  received  further  Information  from  Liverpool  as  to  the  char- 
of  the  inirchaser  of  the  Sumter,  which  tended  to  show  still  more 
y  the  nature  of  the  whole  transaction,  and  presuming  that  some 
pt  might  be  made  to  get  oif  the  vessel  before  the  British  govem- 

conld  be  ready  to  act,  on  Saturday  I  decided  upon  sending  a 
IT  telegraphic  instmction  to  IMr.  Sprague,  a  copy  of  which  is  also 
nitted.  I  am  very  sensible  of  the  responsibility  I  assume  in  haz- 
%  a  possible  collision  with  Great  Britain  in  this  case.  But  as  the 
.h  law  is  very  strong  on  this  point,  the  government  can  scarcely 

its  apxilication  in  this  instance  to  the  full  extent,  no  matter  what 
lave  been  our  own  practice.  In  point  of  fact,  however,  there  is  no 
sistency  as  to  the  latter,  the  suspicion  of  fraud  being  such  as  to 
e  the  whole  transaction. 

I  Jiave  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 

a.  William  n.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  January  1, 1863. 

i:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  youi*  letter  of  the 
ultimo,  calling  my  attention  to  the  circumstances  attending  the 
f  the  steamer  Sumter  at  Gibraltar,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to 
in  reply,  that  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  have  already  the  case 
e  them. 

are  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
ent,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 
ables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfcc,  etc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Sprague. 

London,  January  3, 1863. 

ingender's  name  throws  much  suspicion  on  the  sale.  You  must 
e  to  recognize  it.  And  if  the  Sumter  try  to  slip  off  under  a  British 
Captain  Bryson  must  stop  and  take  her  on  the  high  seas  if  he  can. 
eed  not  mind  the  twenty-four  hour  nde,  if  outside  the  jurisdiction.  < 

CHARLES  F.  ADAMS, 

United  States  Minister^  London. 

*•  SPBAGUEy  United  States  Consulj  O^ibraltar. 


i 


618  REBEL  CBUISERS. 

Mr,  Spragu^s  reply  to  Mr,  Adams. 

San  Roque,  January  5, 1863. 

Telegraph  Saturday  received.  Have  notified  governor  sale  Samto 
will  not  be  recognized.  Sumter  quiet  in  port  past  week.  Has  ceanl 
flying  any  flag. 

SPRAGCE. 

Mr.  Adams,  American  Minister^  Londmi. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  305.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LondoHj  January  23, 1863^ 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  note  toi 
of  the  15th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  30th  ultimo,  respectiogfti 
validity  of  the  sale  of  the  Sumter  in  the  port  of  Gibraltar.    I  have  wm 
then  sent  a  telegrapbic  direction  to  the  consul  at  that  port,  a  copyrf 
which  is  also  forwarded,  as  well  as  his  answer  received  last  eveniDg. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAM& 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  January  15, 1863. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  Ist  instant,  in  which  I 
acknowledged  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  respectnfj 
the  sale  of  the  Sumter  at  Gibraltar,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  jiii 
that  her  Msyesty's  naval  and  military  officers  at  that  port  have  recdTiij 
instructions  not  to  give  any  protection  to  that  vessel  beyond  the  waW 
of  Gibraltar;  but  it  will  of  course  be  clearly  understood  that  thU; 
instructions  do  not  preclude  the  owners  of  the  Sumter,  if  that  vttrf" 
should  be  taken  by  United  States  cruisers,  from  appealing,  according  llj 
the  usage  and  practice  of  international  law,  to  the  prize  court  in  thj 
United  States  against  the  captors;  nor  will  her  Majesty's  govemmeBth; 
precluded  from  taking  any  course  which  may  hereafter  appear  to  HM. 
proper,  if  the  Sumter,  now  assumed  to  be  British  property,  should  to 
hereafter  condemned,  or  otherwise  dealt  with  in  any  manner  wtoi 
might  not  be,  in  their  judgment,  warranted  by  international  law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  tlie  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  mort 

obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <&c,,  &e.j  <0c. 


[Telegram.] 

American  Minister ^  London^  to  Mr,  Sprague^  American  Consulj  OibruUi 

Loia)ON,  January  19, 1803— 12J0p^» 

The  Sumter  should  be  captured  if  she  goes  oat  of  the  British  m^ 
ou  the  high  seas.  If  she  have  nominal  British  i>apen  she  must  ^  ^ 
home  for  acyudicatiou  as  prize. 

Please  notify  the  naval  coimsvaii^^T^ 
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[Telegram.] 

San  Roque,  January  21, 1863—2.50  p.  m. 

Adams,  American  Minister,  London : 

bur  telegram  communicated  to  our  commanders.    Sumter  coaling 
in  and  provisioning  to-day. 

SPRAGUE. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

324.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  February  13, 1863. 

□a:  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Sprague,  the  consul  at  Gibraltar,  a 
B^ram  announcing  that  the  Sumter  left  the  port  of  Gibraltar  on  the 
it  of  the  7th  instant,  in  a  very  high  wind,  when  it  was  impossible  to 
municate  with  the  Chippewa.    He  reports  her  as  bound  westward. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  sers-^ant, 

CUARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS, 
on.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  oj  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

32.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  February  17,  1863. 
[g.  •••••••• 

he  steamer  Sumter,  now  called  the  Gibraltar,  is  in  the  river,  opposite 
erpool.  She  came  here  in  command  of  Captain  Hoare.  1  under- 
id  her  object  in  coming  is  to  repair,  to  put  in  new  boilers,  machines, 
I  have  informed  Mr.  Adams  and  suggested  the  propriety  of  a  pro- 
on  his  part  to  this  government  against  her  repairing  here.  This 
jel  is  held  by  M.  G.  Klingender,  the  man  whom  Fraser,  Trenholm  & 
use,  and  belongs,  in  my  opinion,  as  much  to  the  southern  confede- 
f  as  she  did  when  commanded  by  Captain  Semmes.    The  sale  at 

ndtar  was  a  mere  sham  to  get  her  under  the  British  flag. 

•  •  •  ••  ••  •  • 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 
[on.  William  H.  Seward,  ^ 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

333.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  February  20, 1863. 

IB:  Shortly  after  I  received  the  intelhgence  of  the  arrival  of  the 
Qter  at  Liverpool,  I  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Russell  on  the  subject, 
r^  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRAifCIS  ADAMS, 
bn.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  EnsseU, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  February  16, 18(53. 

My  Lord:  I  have  received  information  of  tbe  arrival  of  the  steamer 
Sumter  at  Liverjiool.  Having  already  done  n^yself  the  Uonorto  suggertli 
your  lordship  the  view  taken  by  my  government  of  ^tlie  true  nature  of  bcr 
position  at  Gibraltar  after  the  event  of  the  nominal  transformation  rf 
her  by  a  fictitious  sale,  I  content  myself  with  respectfully  requesdaf 
your  attention  to  the  bearing  on  this  case  of  her  Majesty's  proclamatifli 
ifuniting  the  stay  of  vessels  of  the  respective  parties  to  the  i)resent  strni- 
gle  in  America  within  her  Msijesty's  i>orts. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considff- 
ation  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obediail 
servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  <fcc.,  cfcc,  &c. 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract] 

No.  40.]  United  States  Consitlate, 

Liverpool  J  February  2S^  ISCl 
Sir:  ♦♦♦••••• 

Tlie  steamer  Sumter,  now  called  the  Gibraltar,  has  gone  into  Up- 
ton's graving  dock  at  Birkenhead,  where  she  is  undergoing  reiNurs,  fa* 
•  ••••••  •# 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  349.]  *    Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  March  13, 1863. 

Sir:  The  law  ofiBcers  of  the  Crown  having  consumed  some  weeks  ii 
meditating  on  my  several  notes  to  Lord  Russell,  of  the  9th,  the  16tli| 
and  the  19th  of  Februaiy,  copies  of  which  were  submitted  to  you  in  ms 
respective  dispatehes  Nos.  322,  331,  and  333,  appear  to  have  lelapsn 
into  their  old  theory  of  want  of  power  to  do  anything  at  all  to  protoeta 
friendly  nation  from  the  hostilities  of  British  subjectSi  who  knowioglf 
violate  the  injunctions  of  the  Queen's  proclamation. 

I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  notes  from  Lord 
all  dated  the  9tli  instant,  respectively,  in  answer  to  mine  a]iea4y 
tioned.    I  mention  them  all  in  one  letter,  becauae  they  dUEv  onltf  ii 
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lation  to  the  details,  and  all  equally  rest  ou  the  practical  abnegation 
will  as  well  as  of  power  to  pertbrin  obvious  international  obligations. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  sers^aiit, 

CHAKLES  FRAJS^CIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

fDispateh  !N'o'.322,  from  Mr.  Adams,  is  printed  under  "Enforcement  of 
Seatrality,"  "General  Subject,"  Vol.l,  p.  502,  and  dispatch  No.  331  of 
le  19th  February,  1803,  will  be  found  under  subdivision  "  The  Ala- 
ima,''jpo«f.] 


JEarl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  March  9, 1863. 

5iR :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  her  Majesty's  government 
re  had  under  their  consideration,  in  communication  with  the  proi)er 
r  advisers  of  the  Crown,  your  letter  of  16th  idtimo,  stating  that  you 
i  received  information  of  the  anival  of  the  steamer  Sumter  at  Liver- 
)1,  and  calling  my  attention  to  the  bearing  on  this  case  of  her  Majes- 
3  proclamation  limithig  the  stay  within  British  ports  of  vessels  of 
r  belonging  to  either  of  the  belligerent  parties. 
[  have  now  to  inform  you  that  her  Majesty's  government,  in  the 
jsent  state  of  their  information  on  the  subject,  are  unable  to  assume, 
you  appear  to  do,  that  the  ship  lately  called  the  Sumter  has  not  been 
jally  and  bona  fide  sold  to  a  British  owner  for  commercial  and  peaceful 
xposes ;  and,  unless  it  were  established  that  the  sale  was  merely  fic- 
ious,  her  Majesty's  proclamation,  to  which  you  refer,  cannot  be  deemed 
^cable  to  that  vessel  in  the  port  of  Liveqwol. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
ledient  servant, 

RUSSELL. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <Ce.,  cCc,  etc. 

[For  remaining  inclosures  see  "Alabama"  and  "Enforcement  of  Keu- 
•ility,"  "General  Subject,"  Vol.  I,  p.  578,  and  also  under  subdivision 
The  Alabama,"  post.\ 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

'0.44]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool  J  March  6,  1863. 
gjg.  ••••••••• 

The  fiteamer  Sumter,  now  called  the  Gibraltar,  has  finished  her  re- 
ibt  ftnd  gone  into  the  great  float  at  Birkenhead.  She  is  all  ready  for 
fik  A  gentleman,  who  went  over  her  yesterday,  reports  her  in  per- 
Mt  order.  She  has  no  arms  on  board  that  he  could  perceive,  but  every- 
fag  ready  for  them.  I  have  from  time  to  time  reported  everything 
boat  this  vessel  to  Mr.  Adams.  I  presume  he  has  protested  against 
^  being  repaired  at  this  port.  My  informant  was  told  by  those  on 
OBid  the  Sumter  that  she  had  sufficient  provisions  on  her  for  a  cruise. 
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I  ha\^e  but  little  doubt  but  wliat  slie  will  make  her  apx>eaTaiice  again 
a  pirate. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

/Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Ko.  352.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Landatij  March  ID,  1861 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  two  notes  wbicb  I 
addressed  to  Lord  Kussell,  in  reply  to  two  of  his,  dated  on  the  ^ 
copies  of  which  were  sent  to  you  last  week. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  March  14, 1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  yo» 
note  of  the  9th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  16th  lUtimo,  rcspednil 
the  case  of  the  steamer  Sumter.  Your  lordship  apprises  me  that  "tar 
Majesty's  government,  in  the  present  state  of  their  information  onfti 
subject,  are  unable  to  assume"  'Hhat  the  ship  lately  called  the  Samttij 
has  not  been  legally  and  bonu  fide  sold  to  a  British  owner  for  comns*: 
cial  piu^oses,"  thereby  leading  me  to  infer  that  a  sale,  if  so  effectedt 
would  be  regarded  as  valid  by  them,  to  change  the  proi>erty  of  a  beffif- 
erent  in  a  neutral  port. 

But  I  must  ask  pardon  for  calling  your  lordship^s  attention  to  the  fact 
that  such  has  not  been  the  construction  heretofoi*e  put  upon  the  law  by 
the  courts  of  Great  Britain  when  applied  to  belligerent  vessels  of  theff 
own  enemies  in  neutral  port«.  In  the  learned  work  on  intemationd 
law,  published  not  long  since,  by  Mr.  Robert  Phillimore,  the  same  emi- 
nent individual  who  has  since  been  elevated  to  the  position  of  a  legd 
adviser  of  the  Crown,  I  find  it  expressly  affirmed  that  the  piurchase  of 
ships  of  war  belonging  to  enemies  is  held  in  the  British  courts  to  beuh 
valid.  And,  further,  that  though  the  purchase  of  merchant  ships  be  iM 
illegal,  it  is  liable  to  great  suspicion,  and  requires  to  be  established  tf 
the  clearest  proof.  Furthermore,  should  the  ship,  after  such  tranito) 
'^  be  employed  under  the  management  of  a  hostile  ^x>prietor,  the  «b 
will  be  deemed  merely  colorable  and  collusive."— (Oommentaiks  oi 
International  Law,  vol.  3,  pp.  307-8.) 

I  think  I  have  already  furnished  sufficient  evidence  to  your  kudshiP 
to  show  that  the  sale  of  this  vessel  is  open  to  each  and  all  of  tbem^ 

i 
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Long,  whether  it  be  considered  as  a  public  or  a  private  transaction. 

her  Majesty's  government,  in  famishing  shelter  for  so  long  a  period 
he  Snmter  in  the  harbor  of  Gibraltar,  as  a  ship  of  war  of  a  belliger- 

has  determined  the  character  of  the  vessel.  I  have  reason  to  be- 
e  that  during  the  whole  of  the  late  war  with  Russia,  her  Mf^esty's 
emment  steadily  refused  to  recognize  the  transfer  of  any  vessels  of 
i  nation  in  neutral  ports.  It  does  not,  then,  seem  unreasonable  if, 
behalf  of  my  government,  I  respectfully  venture  to  enter  a  remon- 
Dce  against  the  readiness  with  which  your  lordship  appears  to  recog- 

the  validity  of  a  transaction  which  the  law  not  only  presumes  to 
y  Araud  on  its  face,  but  the  highest  authority  in  Great  Britain  de- 
ss  to  be  invalid  altogether. 

pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
a  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
ant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAJViS. 

[ght  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  drc,  dr.,  d:c. 

'or  remaining  inclosure  see  "Enforcement  of  Neutrality,"  "General 
ject,"  VoL  I,  p.  679.] 


Mr.  Dtidley  to  Mr.  Seward* 

[Extract.] 

50.]  United  States  Const^ate, 

Liverpool^  March  20, 1863. 

f^.         •  •  •  *  •  * 

u  inclosure  No.  2,  find  letter  from  Foreign  Oflftce  to  a  Mr.  Potter,  of 
ichester,  about  vessels  building  here.  Also  a  slip  from  the  Star 
it  the  Sumter  and  Southerner.  The  Sumter  is  repaired  and  ready 
»ve  at  any  moment.  Mr.  Adams  has  been  informed  about  her,  and 
lonbt  protested  against  her.  The  Southerner,  I  think,  is  intended 
privateer  for  the  insurgents.  I  was  disposed  to  get  up  evidence  in 
case,  but  was  discouraged  by  Mr.  Adams,  she  being  out  of  my  con- 
te. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 
on.  WiLLLOC  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  the  Daily  Post,  March  14, 1863.] 
SHIP-BUILDING  FOE  THE  CONFEDERATES. 

he  following  letter  from  the  Foreign  OflBce  has  been  received  by  Mr. 
»mas  B.  Potter,  of  Manchester,  president  of  the  Union  and  Enianci- 
m  Society,  respecting  the  building  of  war  vessels  for  the  confeder- 
\j  similar  to  the  Alabama : 

"  Foreign  Office,  March  11, 1863. 

8m :  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Enssell  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a 
f,  signed  by  yon,  of  a  resolution  of  the  executive  of  the  Union  and 
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Emancipation  Socic^  of  Manchester,  dated  the  3d  instant,  in  vUdk 
that  society  records  its  protest  against  the  building  and  fitting  oat,  iu 
this  country,  of  armed  vessels  for  the  government  of  the  so-styled  CoS 
federate  States,  and  calls  upon  Parliament  and  her  Msyesty^s  gove»| 
ment  to  put  an  effectual  end  to  such  proceedings. 

"  I  am  in  reply  to  request  that  you  will  call  the  attention  of  thci^l 
ciety  to  the  act  of  George  III,  cap.  69.  It  will  be  obser\'ed  in  that  id 
that  evidence  on  oath  is  required  to  enable  proceedings  to  be  taketl 
against  persons  charged  with  contravening  it. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

"  E.  nAMMO}sD. 
"  Thomas  B.  Potter,  Esq., 

"  President  of  the  Union  and  Emancipatian  Society 

"  of  Mafwhestery  51  Piccadilly ^  Manchester,^ 


[From  the  London  Star,  March  18, 1863.] 
CONFEDERATE  WAR  VESSELS. 


The  steamer  Sumter,  now  called  the  Gibraltar,  has  been  tliorongfaff 
repaired  at  the  Birkenhead  docks,  and  is  now  ready  for  sea.    The  sereir  J 
ste^imer  Southerner,  intended  for  the  confederate  service,  was  lannchdj 
last  week  at  Stockton.    The  gunboat  built  by  W.  C.  Miller  &  Sons,  I* 
Liverpool,  for  the  confederates,  was  also  launched  last  week. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Xo.  523.]  Department  of  State, 

^yashingtony  March  24, 1863. 

Sir:  It  is  possible  that  Mr.  Dudley  may  have  called  your  attention td 
the  fact  stated  in  the  accompanying  extract  from  a  dispatch  of  his  of 
the  3d  instant,  to  this  department,  namely,  that  Klingender  &  Co.,  of 
Liverpool,  notorious  agents  of  the  insurgents  there,  are  also  the  reputed 
owners  of  the  Sumter. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  etc,  etc.,  cfec. 

[Dispatch  from  Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward^  No.  43,  March  3, 1863,  is 
printed  under  subdivision  "The  Alabama,^  j>o«f.] 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  58.J  United  States  Ck>NSULATB, 

Liverpool^  April3yia6L 
Sir:        •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

The  steamer  Sumter,  now  called  Gibraltar,  has  not  yet  safled.  Xf 
firm  belief  is,  thatshe  will  go  out  to  croise  as  a  piiyateer.  Mr.  Tamf 
tells  me  that  all  tlie  crew  of  the  Alabama,  with  the  ezoeptioii  of  tifO^ 
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e  men,  have  shipped  for  a  cruise  to  last  during  the  war.  It  is  there- 
net  likely  that  the  Sumter  is  taking  these  men  out  for  the  Alabama, 
I  alleg^ }  it  is  much  more  probable  that  she  is  bound  on  a  cruise 
€l£.  I  have  written  to  our  consuls  at  Fayal  and  Fnnchal  abdut  her, 
mentioned  the  steamers  Japan,  Phantom,  and  Southerner,  and  gun- 

:  Alexandra. 

•  •••••••• 

With  high  regard,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  U.  DUDLEY, 
on.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

368. 1  Legation  of  tite  United  States, 

London^  April  9, 1863. 

le  next  subject  of  correspondence  between  us  has  been  the  case  of 
3amter.  It  should  be  noted  in  this  connection  that  no  answer  has 
I  made  to  my  note  of  the  16th  of  February,  a  copy  of  which  was 
to  you  with  my  No.  333.  But  his  lordship  chose  to  begin  as  if  de 
>  by  a  spontaneous  assurance  that  that  vessel  had  been  closely 
3hed,  and  that  there  seemed  no  reason  to  believe  in  any  preparation 
ler  early  departure.  A  copy  of  his  note  of  the  4th  instant,  is  sub- 
?d  to  this  dispatch,  together  with  a  copy  of  my  reply  on  the  6th  in- 
it  I  still  remain  of  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Dudley's  information  is 
e' accurate  than  his  lordship's,  and  that  that  vessel  is  ready  to  go  as 

1  as  she  can  slip  away. 

•  •••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS, 
[on.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  4, 1863. 

Im :  My  attention  having  be^n  drawn  to  a  paragraph  which  appeared 
the  Daily  News,  of  the  17th  ultimo,  in  which,  under  the  head  of 
onfederate  War  Vessels,"  is  included  the  Sumter,  now  called  the 
>raltar,  as  having  been  thoroughly  repaired  at  Birkenhead,  and  being 
dy  for  sea,  I  deemed  it  advisable  at  once  to  request  the  proi>er  au- 
rities  to  cause  particular  attention  to  be  paid  to  this  vessel, 
have  now  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  it  appears  from  a  report 
ch  has  been  received  from  the  collector  of  customs  at  Liverpool,  and 
ch  has  been  communicated  to  me,  by  the  lords  commissioners  of  her 
esty's  treasury,  that,  since  the  arrival  of  the  Sumter  at  that  port  on 
13tii  of  February  last,  she  has  been  carefully  watched  by  the  cus- 
-honse  officer,  and  that,  although  the  vessel  has  received  some  re- 
By  nothing  has  taken  place  regarding  her  of  a  suspicious  character. 
he  Bnmter  appears  to  be  laid  up  in  the  upper  part  of  the  great  float 
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at  Birkenhead,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  sign  of  her  being  at  pieaoilj 
intended  for  sea. 

I  have  the  honor  to  add  that  the  authorities  at  Liverpool  are  insttuetal] 
to  continue  to  observe  this  vessel,  and  to  report  without  delay  any  cfcl 
cumstances  of  an  unusual  character  which  may  hapi)en  to  take  plutj 
with  regard  to  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yoQrin«t! 
obedient,  humble  scrv^ant, 

liUSSELL 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  ct-c,  <fic. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Rmsell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  6, 1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  4th » 
slant,  in  reference  to  a  paragraph  which  appeared  in  the  Daily  Newsd 
the  17th  ultimo,  respecting  the  immediate  preparation  of  the  SuDkteril 
departure  from  the  port  of  Liverpool.    I  must  confess  that  the  infoni' 
tion  received  by  me  from  Liverpool  from  wholly  independent  soaiM: 
had  led  me  to  believe  the  newspaper  statement  to  be  true.    It  is,  howen^i 
with  very-  great  satisfaction  I  receive  the  contradiction  of  it  from  yoB 
lordshix),  as  well  as  the  assurance  that  the  movements  of  that  vessel  at" 
under  the  observ^ation  of  her  Majesty's  governments    I  am  the  more  Ml 
to  indulge  this  that  the  notice  appears  to  h.ive  been  spontaneously  te ' 
nishedto  me,  with  a  degree  of  courtesy  which  I  should  be  wanting  ■ 
my  duty  if  I  were  to  fail  proi)erly  to  appreciate. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considff- 
ation  witii  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  <£c.,  c&c,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  389.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  April  24, 1863. 

Sir  :  Lord  Russell  has  this  week  renewed  the  correspondence  ii 
respect  to  the  Sumter.    I  transmit  a  copy  of  his  note  of  the  20th  ineMi 

I  append  a  copy  of  my  reply. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAU8. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoBEiGN  Offics,  Apra  20^  ISA 

Sib:  There  are  several  statements  in  your  letter  of  the  14tii  iiMuA 
respecting  the  sale  of  the  Sumter,  at  Gibraltar^  to  a  BritUh  awBetf  1V^ 
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sli,  if  any  advantiif^^e  were  likely  to  result  from  ftirther  discussion  of 
Bubject,  I  should  feel  it  right  to  observe.  But  it  appears  to  me  suf- 
iHt  to  say,  that  you  seem  to  have  confounded,  both  in  your  reasoning 
H  the  subject  and  in  your  reference  to  authority,  the  positions 
k  neutral  and  belligerent  in  n^gard  to  the  sale  of  ships  belonging  to 
ther  belligei*ent,  and  to  have  forgotten,  as  in  the  instance  of  your 
rence  to  a  statement  in  a  passage  on  the  law  of  prize,  that  no  neutral 
:e,  such  as  Great  Britain  now  is,  administers  prize  law  in  favor  of 
ler  belligerent. 

he  neutral  and  belligerent  have  distinct  right  in  the  matter;  the 
tral  has  a  right  to  acquire  such  property  offered  to  him  for  purchase; 
the  l)elligerent  may,  in  the  particular  circumstances  of  the  case,  not 
>giiize  the  transfer  of  such  property  as  being  that  of  his  enemy,  only 
ted  with  to  the  neutnd  in  order  to  protect  it  from  capture  on  the  high 
;.  The  prize  court  of  the  lK»lligerent,  when  property  so  circum- 
iced  is  brought  before  it,  decides  whether  the  transfer  is  fair  or 
idulent^ 

he  British  government,  when  neutral,  is  not  bound  to  refuse  to  a 
tisb  subject  the  right  to  acquire^  by  purchase,  a  vessel  which  a  bel- 
rent  owner  may  desire  to  part  with,  but  it  would  not  deny  the  right 
he  adverse  belligerent  to  ascertain,  if  such  vessel  were  captured  by 
cruisers,  whether  the  vessel  had  rightfully,  according  to  the  law  of 
ions,  come  into  the  possession  of  the  neutral ;  and  if  Great  Britain 
e  herself  belligerent,  she  would  not  complain  of  a  neutral  govern- 
it  allowing  one  of  its  subjects  to  acquire,  by  purchase,  a  vessel  which 
adversary  might  desire  to  pail  with,  though  she  wcmld  have  the 
it  of  capturing  such  vessel  on  the  high  seas,  and  sending  it  before 
prize  court  for  judgment  as  to  whether  the  vessel  had  rightfully, 
ording  to  the  law  of  nations,  become  the  property'  of  a  neutral  owner. 
\  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
Hlient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 
Dharles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  etc.,  d-c,  A-c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  22,  1863. 

My  Lord:  I  have  cjirefully  re-examined  the  positions  taken  in  my 
•te  of  the  14th  of  March,  to  which  your  lordship  refers  in  yours  of  the 
th  instant,  as  I  always  do  wlien  called  upon  by  any  comments  you  are 
wised  to  make  to  me.  But  I  confess  myself  at  a  loss  to  see  the  force 
your  objections.  I  did  not  forget  the  fact  that  no  neutral  state  aclmin- 
:er8  prize  law  in  favor  of  either  belligerent.  In  tlie  case  of  the  Sum- 
r,  though  I  tried  to  explain  the  law  in  its  fullest  extent,  as  applied  to 
I  belligerent  vessels,  whether  war  ships  or  merchantmen,  1  called  your 
rdship's  particular  attention  to  the  fact  that  her  Majesty's  goveniment 
id  recognized  the  Sumter  as  a  war  ship  of  a  belligerent,  in  the  port  of 
ibraltar,  and  to  the  further  fact  that  it  had  never  recognized  the  trans- 
rof  such  a  vessel  to  a  neutral  a^  valid,  either  in  the  exposition  of 
lUic  law,  as  given  by  high  authority  in  Gre^it  Britain,  or  in  the  prac- 
«  of  the  nation  when  itself  a  belligerent.  Hence  it  would  appear  as 
Great  Britain  were  now  disposed  to  recognize  the  validity  of  an 
fc  of  a  belligerent   toward   herself,   a   neutral,  which,   as  a  belli- 
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gerent>  slie  had  always  refused  to  acknowledge  when  attempted  by  any 
other  neutral  nation.  I  cannot  i)ermit  myself  to  imagine  that  your  lort- 
ship  has  really  intended  to  place  Great  Britain  in  a  position  which  seems, 
to  my  view,  singuhirly  at  war  as  much  with  tlie  first  principles  of  jastke 
as  with  the  reciprocal  obligations  of  international  law. 

I  i)ray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obe<liait 
servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  cfcc,  c&c,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  586.]  Department  of  State, 

Washiyigtony  May  7, 1863. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  April  24  (No.  389)  has  been  received,  to^tbfli 
with  its  accompaniments,  a  renewed  correspondence  between  EarlSoi' 
sell  and  yourself  concerning  the  case  of  the  Sumter.  , 

The  positions  you  have  maintained  in  youi*  reply  to  his  lordship  anj 
approved,  and  we  cannot  but  ho[)e  that  upon  further  consideration  th^ 
wiU  be  conceded  by  her  Majesty's  government. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  d-c,  cfec,  dtc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  414.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  May  14, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  of  Ix)rd  Russell  to 
me  of  the  8th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  22d  ultimo,  which  was  sert 
to  you  with  my  No.  389,  of  the  24th  of  April,  on  the  subject  of  th 
steamer  Sumter.    I  i)resume  this  closes  the  corresi>ondence. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  May  8, 1863. 

Sir:  It  is  not  necessarv  or  desirable  to  prolong  the  controversy  wift 
regard  to  the  steamer  Gibraltar,  otherwise  Sumter.  I  shall,  ^erefon^ 
merely  observe,  with  reference  to  the  letter  which  you  did  me  tne  hon* 
to  address  to  me  on  the  22d  ultimo,  that  I  have  not  stated  any  intentioi 
on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  deviate  in  this  case  fr^  uj 
acknowledged  principles  of  international  law,  or  firom  tiie  expositiOB  m 
those  principles  hitherto  given  in  courts  administering  that  law;  Ob  Ai 
contrary,  it  is  the  firm  intention  of  her  M^yesty's  govennnfiDti  both  tt 
the  case  of  the  Sumter  and  in  every  otiier  case,  to  abide  1^^  tlMM  pfOMf* 
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which  they  have  hitherto  most  scrupulously  maintained  during  the 
e  course  of  the  present  war. 

ave  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
lent,  humble  servant, 

KUSSELL. 

ABLES  Feancis  Adams,  Esq.,  rf-c,  cfc/?.,  dtc. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

;i.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  May  22,  1863. 
2-    #  *  •  •  *  • 

my  last  dispatch  I  mentioned  that  the  steamer  Sumter  bad  taken 
aresh  lot  of  coal.  One  of  my  men  visited  her  yesterday.  He  found 
men  calking  her  between  the  decks.  The  only  officer  on  board  at 
ime  was  an  engineer,  who  told  him  she  was  to  sail  for  Bermuda  in 
'  days.  From  another  source  I  learned  she  was  preparing  for  sea. 
morning  she  left  her  dock  at  Birkenhead,  and  has  been  towed  over 
e  docks  in  Liverpool.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  what  she  intends 
ig  in  a  very  short  time;  on  what  errand  or  in  what  character  I  have 
«  yet  been  able  to  learn ;  I  think  as  a  privateer.  I  cannot  as  yet 
n  any  evidence  against  her. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

)n.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stat^. 

B. — ^The  Sumter,  now  called  the  Gibraltar,  has  just  entered  at  the^ 
>m8  to  load  for  GaUao  by  M.  G.  Klingender  &  Go.  This  Klingender  is 
>retended  purchaser,  and  holds  her  either  for  the  Erasers  or  the  con- 
pate  government.  I  regard  her  as  much  in  the  service  of  the  confed- 
j  government  as  when  Gaptain  Senimes  commanded  and  she  was. 
ling  our  merchantmen.  This  entering  her  for  Gallao  is  merely  &> 
1. 


Mr.  DxiMey  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Extract.! 

84,]  ♦  United  States  Gonsulate, 

Liverpool^  May  29,  1863: 

understand  that  the  steamer  Sumter,  now  called  the  Gibraltar,  will 
nr  the  Phantom  in  a  day  or  two  after.  I  think  the  Sumter  will  again. 
i  pirate.  The  Sumter  is  taking  in  to-day  a  very  large  iron  jfirame- 
)c  lesembling  a  pivot-bridge.    It  is  in  pieces,  and  to  be  put  together 

34AO— yoL.n 
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after  it  arrives  at  some  port.    I  am  told  Captain  Sead  of  the  rebel  but 

is  to  command  the  Sumter. 

•  •••••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Ihidley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

1^0.  86.]  United  States  Consulate. 

Liverpool^  May  30, 1863. 

Sir:  Tlie  steamer  Sumter,  now  called  Gibraltar,  is  still  here.    Lii§f, 
dispatch  of  yesterdjiy  I  mentioned  she  was  taking  in  an  iron  framewi 
supposed  to  be  a  pivot-bridge.    One  of  my  men  has  just  called  to  say 
ihas  been  watching  the  arrivals  of  the  teams  from  the  Mersey  P 

Company,  where  it  has  been  manufactured,  and  he  is  of  the  opinion 

it  is  a  turret  or  tower  for  some  vessel  to  be  used  for  war  x^nriiodefl^il 
else  for  some  fort.  He  is  fnlly  persuaded  that  it  is  for  war  purposes.  ■ 
this  vessel  is  not  captui'ed  on  her  way  out  she  should  be  closely  watcm 

and  reported. 

•  •••••• 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

N.  B. — Since  writing  the  above,  a  gentleman  whom  I  employed  li 
visit  the  Sumter  has  caUed.  He  Siiys  this  framework  is  intende<l  forw»' 
purposes,  and  that  he  learned  while  there  that  two  guns  connected  wifl^ 
this  frame  are  to  be  placed  on  board  to-night.  They  each  weigh  twentf? 
two  tons.  He  could  not  learn  whether  they  were  to  be  mounted  or  atom 
as  cargo;  most  probably  the  latter.  If  she  is  taking  them  out  for  aoM 
other  vessel  or  fortification,  she  will  most  likelv  go  to  some  one  of  tt^ 
West  India  Islands.    *  •  •  •  •  • 

r.  S. — From  another  and  reliable  source  the  above  has  all  been  c*  J 
firmed,  with  the  addition  that  th(»  guns  are  rifled  and  throw  shot  weigt  , 
ing  six  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  and  are  intended  for  the  insorgenti 
The  shot  have  been  shipped  in  some  vessel. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  89.]  United  States  GonsulaAi, 

lAfferpool^  June  5,  iSBL 

Sir:  In  my  last  communication  to  the  department  I  lefisned to ^ 
fact  that  the  Mersey  Steel  and  Forge  Company  were  making  the  fli 
or  parts  of  a  frame  for  another  iron-clad  ram  for  the  oonftdamtoai  II 
leave  to  call  your  attention  to  a  report  received  from  a  leliabie 
^m  the  iusido  of  these  works,  a  copy  of  which  I  indoeey  mHfeed 
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irt  of  this  I  think  has  gone  on  the  steamer  Sumter,  which  is  still  in 
tfersey. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


•n.  WnxiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


No.  1. 

REPORT. 

Mersey  Steel  and  Iron  Works, 

June  3,  1863. 

out  October,  1862,  this  company  received  an  order  from  the  British 
mment  to  construct  a  quantity  of  * '  B.at tery  Breasts."  This  work,  al- 
^b  not  yet  completed,  was  abandoned  about  the  1st  April  last.  Since 
date,  tte  company  has  been  manufacturing  the  following  articles 
n  iron  ram,  viz: 

)out  forty  plates,  all  made  of  the  best  iron,  and  luider  the  hammer, 
ad  of  being  rolled  in  the  usual  way.  Each  plate  is  fifteen  feet  long 
Cteen  inches  broad,  and  two  and  one-fourth  inches  thick.  Thisla«i 
.d  be  suf&cient  to  case  the  top  of  an  iron  ram,  and  they  were  sent 
)f  the  company's  yard  about  the  20th  of  May  last. 
bosh,  or  front  part  of  a  ram  made  of  best  iron,  and  imder  the 
mer,  weighing  about  twenty-six  tons,  was  removea  from  Mr.  East- 
i's  hammer  to  be  planed  2d  June  instant. 

keel,  or  large  piece  of  iron  to  connect  the  screw  of  a  ram,  has  also 
i  made  of  best  iron  under  Mr.  Brooks's  hammer.  It  weighs  about 
en  tonSj  and  is  now  ready  for  planing.  Four  bolts,  five  feet  long 
twelve  inches  in  diameter,  were  sent  in  a  spring  curt  to  have  screws 
at  J.  Jack  &  Co.'s  foundiy,  Great  Howard  street,  about  26th  May, 
a  few  days  after  they  were  brought  back,  and  again  taken  away 
1  the  Mersey  Company's  yard. 

wo  pieces  of  iron,  made  under  the  hammer,  four  and  one-fourth  feet 
J  by  two  feet  square,  are  now  being  made. 

L  qujintity  of  knees  for  an  iron  ram,  made  under  the  hammer  instead 
being  rolled,  weighing  about  thi-ee  thousand  five  hundred  weight 
h,  are  now  being  made. 

ftaft,  a  verj"^  large  one  for  the  engine  of  a  screw  steamer,  and  shaft, 
itto,  for  a  paddle  engine,  are  now  being  made. 

i  piston-rod,  and  four  large  size  connecting  rods  of  a  ship-engine 
pe  sent  out  of  the  yard  about  the  22d  May  last,  and  two  more  similar 
meeting  rods  are  now  being  made. 

''our  field  guns,  twenty-eight  pounds  each,  covered  with  white  lead 
I  canvass,  were  sent  away  about  21st  May. 

Tiree  breech-loading  guns  for  a  sliii),  twelve  pounds  each,  will  be 
iy  to  leave  the  yard  about  4th  or  5tli  Jiuie  instant. 
ms  company  has  made  similar  material  to  the  before-named  large 
568  of  iron  for  Messrs.  J.  Laird  &  Co.,  of  Birkenhead,  when  the  latter 
I  were  constructing  the  Clmiese  war  vessels,  and  the  two  rams  now 
Hia  stocks,  and  these  were  always  put  on  board  a  fiat  or  derrick  in 
3rtqiL  dock,  close  below  the  Mersey  Company's  works.  Tlie  com- 
if  has  fourteen  carters,  but  the  pieces  of  iron  are  chiefiy  taken  from 


532  EEBEL   CKUISEES. 

the  yard  by  Joseph  Brooks,  (dilver  of  the  spring-cart,)  Thornton 
off  Wellington  road ;  Edwam  James,  Thornton  pla<;e,  comer  H< 
street;  E(lward  Anisou,  a  couil  in  Llewellyn  street;  John  Mers4j 
dress  nnkno\ni. 

About  eighteen  months  ago  this  company,  in  order  to  complete  an 
for  field  pieces,  sliipi>ed  those  from  the  carriages  of  the  L.  A.  Volui 
and  subseiiiiently  replaced  them  with  others. 

The  whole  of  this  company's  workmen  believe  that  the  different 
pieces  of  iion,  which  have  been  made  during  the  last  two  month 
are  still  in  the  course  of  being  manufactured,  are  intended  to  l> 
in  the  construction  of  an  iron  ram  for  the  Confederate  States  ii 
foreign  poi-t,  and  that  they  will  be  sent  from  Liverpool  in  a  clanc 
way  by  different  shii)s. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Sexcard. 

[Extracts.  ] 

No.  425.]  Legation  of  the  UmTED  States, 

London^  June  5, 1 
Sra:  *•••••  # 

I  now  transmit  copies  of  the  notes  and  pai)er8  coiinecte< 
the  •  »  »  Sumter,  and  likewise  of  such  replies  as 
received  from  Lord  Eussell. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  serv^ant, 

CHARLES  FR^VXCIS  ADA 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Rtissell. 

[Extract.] 

Legation  of  the  UmTED  States, 

London,^  May  23,  J 
MyLokd:  *  •  *  •  •  • 

At  the  same  time,  I  seize  the  opportunity  to  mention  that,  fr 
formation  received  by  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liver] 
am  led  to  the  belief  that  preparations  are  actively  in  progre-ss  i 
expediting  of  the  Sumter  from  that  port. 
I  pray  your  lordship,  &c., 

CHAELES  FEAlifCIS  ADA 
Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  d-c,  cfec,  cCc. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  Jfay  23,  U 

Sitt :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lettx 
this  day's  date,  •  •  *  stating  that  you  have  been  informed  ttai 
Sumter  is  being  eqidpped  for  sea,  and  I  have  lost  no  timeinfiirwan 
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ies  of  these  papers  to  the  proper  departments  of  her  Majesty's  gov- 
nent. 

I  have  the  honor,  &e., 

KUSSBLL. 
HABLES  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  dtc,  dtc.y  &c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

FoREiaN  Office,  May  30, 1803. 
jR:  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  • 

V^ith  reference  to  the  Gibraltar  or  Sumter,  which  j'ou  say  you  are  in- 
ned  is  being  prepared  for  sea,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that 
report  from  the  surveyor  as  to  that  vessel  agrees  with  the  informa- 
I  which  has  reached  you,  so  far  as  reljites  to  her  being  preparing  for 
.  fle,  however,  adds  that  all  fittings  for  warlike  purposes  have  been 
oved  from  her  since  she  obtained  her  British  registry,  and  tiiat  he 
private  information  that  it  is  not  intended  to  refit  her  as  a  vessel  of 
» 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

EUSSELL, 
lABLES  Feancis  Adams,  Esq.,  ct'C,  (fee,  <tT. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  R\issell. 

r  Extract.  1 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  May  30,  1863. 

r  liORD:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  a  letter  from  the 
111  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool.  »  #  *  • 

I  pray,  &Cw^ 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

gilt  Hon.  Eabl  Eussell,  c£t.,  dr.,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

JAverpoolj  May  28, 1863. 

the  steamer  Sumter,  now  called  the  Gibraltar,  I  understand,  is  to  sail 
inday  or  Monday  next.  I  think  this  vessel  will  also  prove  to  be  a  pri- 
ttoer. 

I  am.  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hort.  Chables  Fbancis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  June  3, 1863^ 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  two  depositions » 
lating  to  the  uses  about  to  be  made  of  the  steamer  Sumter,  now  iralM 
the  Gibraltar.  As  I  have  already  so  fully  explained  the  grounds  ot » 
monstrance  against  the  course  taken  by  her  Majesty^s  goveruraeut  t 
recognizing  the  transformation  of  that  vessel,  I  can  now  only  exi)Wl 
my  regret  that  those  representations  shoidd  have  met  with  so  little  sn^ 
cess.  I  can  only  add,  that  from  a  knowledge  of  the  views  entertaiwi 
by  my  government  of  this  transa(ition,  I  feel  it  my  duty,  until  furtiif 
instructed,  to  continue  to  decline  to  recognize  any  change  of  the  cto 
9eter  of  that  vessel  on  the  high  seas. 
I  pray,  &c.,  &c., 

CHAKLES  FKA2fCIS  ADAM& 

Bight  Hon.  Earl  Bussell,  c£c.,  c&c,  ike. 


Deposition  of  Moses  Lansing. 

To  wit: 

I,  Moses  Lansing,  of  Liveri)ool,  in  the  coimty  of  Lancaster,  in  flu 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  hair-dresser,  do  solemnlj 
and  sincerely  declare — 

That  I  reside  at  No.  185  Great  Howard  street,  in  Liverpool,  and,  ii 
the  course  of  my  business,  come  much  in  contact  with  seamen;  thatoi 
Satiurday  evening  la.st,  the  thirtieth  instant,  four  seafanng  men  cameli 
my  shoi)  on  business,  (to  be  shavetl  and  have  their  hair  cut,)  and  beii| 
acquainted  with  one  of  them,  I  entered  into  conversation  with  thei^ 
about  where  they  were  bound  to.  They  informed  me  they  were  vj* 
ing  on  board  the  Gibraltar,  formerly  the  Sumter;  that  they  were  goi|| 
to  sign  articles  to  go  into  her  for  three  years;  that  they  were  not  gdH 
to  sign  at  the  Sailors^  Home,  but  on  board  the  ship;  that  titiey  werefi' 
ing  out  about  Wednesday  next,  and  exi>ected  to  sign  on  Tuesday;  tt» 
the  Gibraltar  was  to  go  to  Nassau  from  Liverpool,  and  that  she  Va»  H' 
go  from  there  as  a  privateer,  but  they  did  not  know  her  destination.    ] 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  believinf  4* 
same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of  an  act,  &c.,  &c. 

MOSES  LANSES6. 

Declared  and  subscribed  at  Liverpool,  the  Ist  day  of  June,  18K,lfr 

fore  me. 

L  PEABSONj 

A  OammtsmHer,  As, 


Deposition  of  John  Markham. 

Borough  of  Liverpool,  to  wit  : 

L  John  Markham,  of  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Laaearter,  is  A^ 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  master  mariner^  do  ifr' 
emnly  and  sincerely  declare — 

ThatIresideat:No.2^PQolB(Qad^Egremont;  that  on  SrtoidV^ 
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ras  in  company  witli  Thomas  Burton,  assistant  dock-master, 
man,  at  Clarence,  half-tide-dock,  and  was  told  by  him  that 
Gibraltar  had  taken  on  board  two  very  large  guns  on  Friday 
.^  had  seen  them,  and  that  they  weighed  several  tons, 
ke  this  solemn  declaration,  &c.,  &c. 

JOmr  MARKHAM. 

md  subscribed,  at  Liverpool,  the  1st  day  of  June,  1863,  be- 

I.  PEARSON, 

A  Commwsionery  cfec. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  June  4, 1863. 

*  letter  of  yesterday,  respecting  the  Gibraltar,  or  Sumter, 
nately  not  delivered  at  the  Foreign  Office  till  8.50  p.  m., 
Fter  the  business  of  the  day  was  ended  and  the  office  closed, 
the  earliest  i>oa8ible  hour,  this  morning,  communicated  witk 
and  home  department;  and  I  have  requested  that  orders 
l>e  sent  by  telegraph  to  the  proper  authorities  to  jjay  im- 
ntion  to  the  circumstances  set  forth  in  your  letter. 
3  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

RUSSELL. 
Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  cfec,  d-c. 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  June  10,  1863. 

Sumter  is  still  here,  but  will  no  doubt  leave  in  a  few  days. 
Captain  Read,  the  same  man  who  commanded  the  Bermuda 
i«  captui-ed,  is  to  command  and  take  out  the  Sumter,  or 
;  she  is  now  called,  and  that  it  is  his  intention  to  run  her 
ton.  H(,»  says  he  will  run  lier  in  or  else  blow  her  up j  that 
tumstances  she  shall  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  United  States, 
this  is  her  destination.  The  large  guns  that  she  is  to  take 
ud  referred  to  in  my  previous  dispatches,  are  not  yet  on 
)f  them  is  loaded  on  the  carriage  in  the  yard  of  the  foundery 
The  guns  each  weigh  about  twenty-two  tons.  There  are 
I  and  fifty  shot  for  these  guns  on  board.  The  shot 
o  feet  long  and  fifteen  inches  in  diameter,  and  each  weigh 

three-quarters  and  four  i)ouuds.  They  are  rifled  shot,  with 
^ads  around  them,  and  have  a  screw-hole  in  at  each  end. 
ty  shells  in  the  yard  intended  for  these  same  guns.  Each 
ane  attached,  for  lifting  the  shot  in  loading.  The  guns  have 
i  everything  complete.  One  of  my  men  has  learned  that 
►e  mounted  at  Charleston,  but  I  do  not  regard  his  informa- 
)le.    The  guns,  all  agree,  are  to  be  put  on  the  Sumter;  that 

on  her.    Considerable  machinery  has  been  placed  on  her 
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siuce  my  last  comniuuication  to  the  department.    She  will  be  loaded 
very  deep  by  the  time  the  additional  shells  and  guus  are  on  board. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  June  24, 1863.    ■ 

The  Gibraltar  is  stiU  here,  apparently  ready  for  sea.  Having  received 
information  that  she  had  received  two  large  guns  on  board,  I  communi- 
cated it  to  the  authorities  through  the  officer  appointed  to  look  afterher 
and  other  vessels,  and  to-day  a  customs  officer  has  been  sent  to  seaiek 
her.  I  understand  the  customs  refuse  her  a  clearance,  and  that  Kling- 
eiider  made  an  application  to  the  government  to  ship  two  large  guns  od 
her,  and  was  refused. 

Yery  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
By  H.  S.  WILDING, 

Yic€'Consul 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  102.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  July  1, 1863. 
Sir:  •••••♦ 

The  steamer  Sumter  is  still  in  port.  She  has  taken  on  the  two  large 
guns  referred  to  in  previous  dispatches.  The  collector  refuses  to  cto 
the  vessel  until  they  are  removed,  and  threatens  to  seize  her  if  shesaib 
without  her  clearance.  Either  the  government  or  owners  will  have  to 
give  way.  This  looks  as  if  the  authorities  were  in  earnest;  at  least  » 
lar  as  this  vessel  is  concerned.  *  •  •  •         • 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

N.  B. — My  attention  has  just  been  called  to  a  discassion  infheHoM 
last  night  about  the  Sumter,  now  called  the  Gibraltar.  It  would  am 
that  the  government  has  given  in,  and  that  the  vessel  will  aafl  with  ^ 
j^iBS  on  board. 
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Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

"^o,  103.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  July  3,  1863. 
Sib:  ♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

Ihe  steamer  Sumter,  now  called  tlie  Gibraltar,  sailed  this  morning, 
jet  she  has  not  cleared  from  the  customs;  will  do  so  probably  next 
"^^lek.    She  is  one  of  the  privileged  class,  and  not  held  down  like  other 
J^^€8els  to  strict  rules  and  made  to  conform  to  regulations.    She  has  on 
''^^r  a  number  of  guns  in  cases,  among  them  the  two  large  Blakeley, 
^^ighing  some  twenty-two  tons  ^ch,  shot,  shell,  and  other  munitions  of 
'ar,  and  machinerj ,  which  I  think  is  intended  to  work  the  gims  in  the 
its  of  the  ironclads  now  building  by  the  Messrs.  Laird.    I  believe 
gims  are  for  these  ironclads. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  II.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

o.  104.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  July  4,  1863. 
Sir:  ♦  ♦  ♦    .  ♦  *  ♦ 

The  clearance  of  the  Sumter,  called  the  Gibraltar,  appears  in  the 
fc^i^pers  this  morning  for  Nassau.  I  forgot  to  mention  j  esterday  that  she 
^  »  commanded  by  a  southerner  by  the  name  of  E.  C.  Eeid.  M.  G.  Kling- 
K  raider's  name  figures  as  her  consignee. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stats, 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

L  "^o.  449.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London  J  July  10,  1863. 
g]]^.         •  •  «  «  •  •  •  • 

'  The  Sumter  has  sailed  at  last,  heavilj-  laden  with  cannon  and  stores. 
J^^pcars  that  the  British  government  attempted,  at  first,  to  stop  her, 
5^  desisted  on  the  assurance  that  the  heavy  guns  were  only  sent  as 
JjBiglit.  No  answer  whatever  has  been  given  to  my  representations  of 
t*i«  law  teaching  this  case.    The  government  which  never  acknowledges 
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the  right  of  transfer  of  an  armed  belligerent  vessel  to  a  neutral 
itself  a  party  in  the  war,  has  qnietly  permitted  the  act  to  be  done 
own  i)orts,  when  herself  a  neutral.    Of  course  she  cannot  ventur 
further   and  reclaim   her  should  she  be  captured  anywhere 
ocean. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant^ 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  AD 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THE  NASHVHiLB. 

Mr.  Wells  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  10.]  United  States  Consttlat 

Bermuda  J  November  1 

Sir  :  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  steamer  Nashville  arrivec 
the  30th  ultimo.  While  she  was  on  her  way  to  the  dock  yard 
upon  his  excellency  the  governor  and  informed  him  of  the  cha 
the  vessel,  and  the  probable  cause  of  her  coming  here,  and  as 
to  order  that  no  supplies  should  be  granted  to  her.  The  govemo 
me  to  make  my  application  in  writing,  which  I  did,  and  the  copi 
letters  and  his  reply  are  herewith  inclosed. 

The  Nashville  left  the  dock  yard  yesterday  afternoon,  and  is  n 
in  the  port  of  St  George^  and  preparations  are  being  made  to  su 
with  five  or  six  hundred  tons  of  coal.  With  the  ordinary  facilit 
it  will,  I  think,  take  five  days  to  put  this  quantity  on  board,  an( 
day  intervenes,  it  will  probably  be  six  days  at  least  before  slie  c 
sea.  It  is  i)08sible  that  the  laborers  here,  who  are  now  discus 
character  of  this  vessel,  may  refuse  to  work,  and  in  this  e^ 
stay  here  may  be  prolonged  for  several  days  beyond  the  tii 
tioned. 

From  information  on  which  I  think  I  can  rely,  the  Naslr 
Chaiieston  on  the  night  of  the  26th  ultimo,  and  is  bound  to  Li 
A  newspaper,  the  Charleston  Mercury  of  the  26th  ultimo,  has  bee 
me,  which  came  from  her.  Messrs.  Slidell  and  Mason  were  to  ha 
passage  by  her ;  indeed,  they  had  gone  on  board,  but  fearing  d 
on  the  bar,  were  transferred  to  a  smaller  steamer,  which,  it  is  si 
conveyed  them  to  one  of  the  southern  islands. 

The  Nashville  appears  to  have  no  armament,  only  two  small  ii 
forward,  and  the  commander  stated  at  the  custom-house  that  th 
the  only  guns  on  board. 

I  shall  hand  to  the  master  of  the  vessel  who  forwards  this,  J 
to-day,  a  letter  addressed  to  the  commander  of  any  United  St« 
of  war  which  he  may  chance  to  meet  with  on  his  passage  to  Ne 
stating  that  the  Nashville  Is  here,  of  the  probable  time  she  wi 
tained,  and  her  supposed  destination.  The  steamer  from  St  Th* 
Halifax  is  due  here  to-morrow,  and  I  shall  write  the  United  Sta 
sul  at  Halifax,  requesting  him  to  telegraph  to  yon  tiie  same  i 
tion. 

No  vessel  belonging  to  our  navy  has  been  Bigoalted  here.ffl 
departure  of  the  Goimecticut  on  the  21st  ultimo. 
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An  that  it  has  been  in  my  i)ower  to  do  to  prevent  the  Nashville  from 
M»ining  a  supply  of  coal  herie  has  been  done.  The  i)er8on  who  has 
•^gaged  to  supply  her  has  been  deaf  to  my  arguments  and  remonstrances, 
•^^  I  can  only  now  fold  my  hands  and  hope  and  pray  that  one  of  our  ves- 
^%  of  war  may  come  here  before  her  departure. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  WELLS. 
Hon.  WiLLLiM  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

An  officer  from  the  Nashville  has  stated  that  he  saw  the  commander 
>f  the  steamer  Bermuda  the  day  before  they  left  Charleston,  and  that 
t  was  proi>osed  to  load  the  Bermuda  with  cotton,  and  dispatch  her  for 
^verpool. 


Mr,  Wells  to  Governor  Ord. 

United  States  Consulate, 

St.  Georgej  October  30,  1861. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honw  to  inform  your  excellencj'  that  an  armed  steam 
'easel,  under  the  flag  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  America, 
ynived  here  this  afternoon,  and  is  now  at  anchor  near  her  Majesty's  naval 
rud. 

This  vessel  has,  I  learn,  called  here  to  obtain  a  supply  of  coal,  and  as 
be  has  been  sent  out  for  the  purpose  of  committing  depredations  on  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  I  respectfully  solicit  that  your  excellency 
lill  be  pleased  to  order  that  no  supplies  may  be  gi'auted  her  here. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  oT}ecUent  servant, 

F.  B.  WELLS. 
His  Excellency  Lieut.  Col.  Haeey  St.  George  Ord, 

Governor,  cfcc,  cfec.,  cfcc. 


llilr.  Wells  to  Governor  Ord. 

United  States  Consulate, 

St.  George,  October  31, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  been  informed  this  morning  that  the  ste^im  vessel,  in 
ftference  to  wliich  I  had  the  honor  yesterday  to  address  your  excellency, 
is  now  on  her  way  to  this  port,  where  aiTangements  have  been  made  with 
John  T.  Fisher,  esq.,  police  magistrate  of  this  town,  to  supply  her  with 
ooftL 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  WELLS. 

His  Excellency  Lieut.  Col.  Harry  St.  George  Ord, 

Governor,  d'c,  &c.,  dec. 


Governor  Ord  to  Mr.  Wells. 

Mount  Langton,  October  31, 1861. 

8m :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  Ui^  SOtli  instant,  informing  me  than  an  armed  steam  vessel^  bearing 
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the  flag  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  America,  has  arrivet 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  supply  of  coal,  and  requesting  mete 
that  no  supplies  may  be  granted  to  her ;  and,  in  reply,  I  beg  to  ac« 
you  that  the  oihcer  commanding  this  vessel  had  made  an  applicai 
be  allowed  to  draw  a  supply  of  coals  from  the  stores  of  her  My 
dock  yard,  and  has  been  informed  that  his  request  cannot  be  coi 
with. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
day's  date,  stating  that  the  vessi^l  referred  to  is  now  on  her  way 
port  of  St.  George,  where  arrangements  have  been  made  witl 
Fisher,  esq.,  to  supply  her  with  coals. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obc'dient  ser\'ant, 

H.  ST.  GEORGE  ORD, 
Oovernor  and  CommanderiH-C 
F.  B.  Wells,  Esq., 

United  States  Comuh 


Mr.  Wells  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  13.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Bermuda^  November  8,  ] 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  1st  instant  relal 
the  steamer  Xashville,  wiiich  vessel  left  here  at  noon  on  the  5th  ii 

I  also  forwarded  to  you  a  letter  which  I  had  received  from  th 
ernor  of  the  island  concerning  the  Nashville.  From  that  letter  it 
be  inferred  that  the  authorities  here  felt  no  disposition  to  extend 
ance  to  that  vessel.  But  it  was  well  known  to  the  governor  and  the 
intendent  of  the  dock  yard  that  there  was  an  ample  supply  of  ca^ 
here  by  merchants ;  and  the  commander  of  the  Nashville,  when  he 
his  application  "  to  be  allowed  to  draw  a  supply  of  coal  from  the 
of  her  Majesty's  dock  yard,  and  was  informed  that  his  request 
not  be  complied  with,''  was  doubtless  maile  aware  of  the  fjict  that 
sources  of  supply  were  open  to  him,  and  when  such  was  the  cas 
it  was  not  the  rule  to  gi^ant  stores  from  the  dock  yard. 

But  what  would  have  been  done,  had  there  been  no  coal  in  tli 
ket,  was  soon  made  apparent.  The  Nashville  commenceii  coalir 
day  morning,  and  that  day  a  telegiaph  was  sent  to  the  dock  yai 
the  sui)ply  was  probably  insuliicient,  and  a  request  was  made  f 
hundred  tons  from  the  yard.  That  night  a  gunboat  went  from  th 
to  St.  George,  and  the  lieutenant  in  charge  was  seen  to  go  on  boj 
Nashville,  and  in  a  short  time  he  returned  to  the  yard.  At  thi 
the  bark  Oraville,  of  Rockland,  Maine,  was  discharging  coal  in  th 
and  on  Friday  evening  the  master  of  the  Oraville  was  notified  th 
Nashville  was  coming  there  next  morning  to  take  two  himdred  t 
coal^  and  he  was  directed  to  remove  his  ship  from  the  wharf  an* 
place  to  the  steamer  as  soon  as  she  was  seen  on  her  way  up.  B 
supply  at  St.  George  was  found  to  be  sufficient,  and  the  steamer  c 
return  to  the  yard. 

When  the  collector  of  customs  claimed  the  light  dues  for  the 
ville,  her  commander  objected  to  its  payment,  and  on  referring  tin 
ter  to  the  governor,  the  collector  was  instructed  to  relinquish  the  • 
and  '^  to  extend  the  same  courtesies  to  the  Nashville  that  were  d 
any  other  vessel  of  war." 
I  passed  across  tlie  wharf  the  morning  the  Nashville  commeneed  co| 
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large  number  of  coal  baskets  were  ranged  there,  filled,  marked  B.  O., 
kmi^  of  Ordnance,)  and  while  I  was  observing  them  a  man  in  theem- 
oy  of  the  military  storekeeper  who  had  furnished  the  baskets  came 
cmg,  and  with  a  pot  of  black  paint  eftaced  the  letters.  The  military 
orekeei)er  would  probably  not  have  felt  it  incumbent  on  him  to  keep 
J  api)earances  by  disrating  or  imtting  his  baskets  out  of  oflBce  if  he 
id  been  informed  of  the  governor's  instnictions  respecting  the  coal. 
Unusual  courtesies  were  extended  by  the  oflScers  of  the  gamson  to 
le  officers  of  the  i^ashville,  and  all  the  circumstances  attending  the 
\mt  of  that  vessel  here  show  that  she  was  almost  universally  regarded 
ith  firiendly  feelings. 

The  Xashville  took  about  five  hundred  tons  of  coal.  Her  commander 
orchased  another  lot,  about  four  liundred  tons,  all  there  is  now  for 
demand  directed  it  to  be  furnished  to  any  other  "confederate"  vessel 
lat  might  come  here.  AMien  the  Fingal  came  in  (the  arrival  of  that 
essel  and  api)arently  intended  voyage  was  communicated  to  you  on  the 
d  instant)  he  permitted  her  to  be  supplied  from  thjit  stock. 

Tlie  oflicers  of  the  Nashville  and  tlie  passengers  of  the  Fingal  were 
Imovst  constantly  together,  and  the  mate  of  the  Fingal  and  several  of 
.€rpa8sengei*8  have  been  recogniz(*d1iere  as  formerly  residents  of  Savan- 
lah.  A  large  quantity  of  crushed  sugar,  coftee,  flannel,  and  blankets 
ras  pm'chased  for  the  Fingal,  and  she  left  here  3;esterday  afternoon, 
^rting  to  be  bound  to  Jamaica,  via  Nassau,  N.  P. '  She  is  an  iron  ves- 
d,  hails  from  Glasgow,  is  a  propeller,  rigged  as  a  topsail  schooner,  is 
kboat  five  hundred  tons  burden,  and  drew  eleven  feet  nine  inches  when 
iihe  went  to  sea. 

The  Nashville  brought  here  two  Charleston  pilots.  One  of  these  men 
ns  transferred  to  the  Fingal  and  left  here  in  that  vessel. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  WELLS. 

Hon.  WILLL4M  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6,  1862,  p.  1.] 

:^o.  1. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond i 

Admiralty,  Koveniber  21, 1861. 

SiB:  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admi- 
rtty  to  send  to  you  herewith,  for  the  infonnation  of  her  Majesty's  sec- 
Btwy  of  state  for  foreign  aft'airs,  coi)ies  of  telegrams  which  have 
massed  this  morning  between  the  admiralty  and  Captain  Patej^,  the 
Uperintendent  of  packets,  at  Southampton,  relative  to  the  steamer 
Nashville,  belonging  to  the  so-styled  Confederate  States  of  America. 
ly  lords  desire  to  be  informed  what  orders,  if  any,  should  be  given. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  EOlVLALmE. 


[Inclosure.] 

^^^amsiichich  have  passed  hettceen  the  Admiralty  and  Captain  Patey,  Ifo-  , 

vember  21,  1861. 

^0, 1.  From  Captain  Patey. — Confederate  war-steamer  Nashville,  of 
^^  gvns  and  eighty  men,  just  arrived  from  Bennuda.    8\vfe  \^  ^!«avr 
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manded  by  Captain  Pea|?ram,  and  two  days  since  cai)tnred  and  bonei 
at  sea  a  Havre  United  States  packet  ship,  and  now  has  the  eiew  m 
board,  tliirty  in  nnmber. 

No.  2.  From  Cai}tain  Patey. — ^Understand  that  captain  of  confeta- 
ate  vessel  is  very  aiLxious  respecting  southern  commissioners,  and  »l» 
whether  there  is'any  objection  to  his  landing,  and  his  vessel  lemviii 
supplies. 

Ko.  3.  From  Admu^alty. — ^Are  southern  commissioners  on  boardl 

Fo.  4.  From  Captain  Patey. — No. 

No.  5.  From  Captain  Patey. — Has  on  board  Colonel  Peyton,  commtt- 
sioner  of  North  Carolina.  Captain  informs  me  southern  commissioQen 
are  coming  by  next  West  India  packet. 


I*  * 


Mr,  Adnms  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  76.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lankan,  November  22, 1801. 

Sir:  At  about  one  o'clock  yesterday,  being  the  21st  of  NovemWrJ 
received  a  telegraphic  communication  from  Captain  Britton,  the  connl 
of  the  United  States  at  Southampton,  announcing  the  paiuful  intelK 
gence  of  the  arrivat  at  that  port  of  the  steamer  Nashville,  which  hii' 
run  the  blockade  at  Charleston,  and  had  brought  in  the  captiiin,  tweiil|^'= 
seven  seamen,  and  one  passenger  of  the  United  States  merchant  flly 
Harvey  Birch,  which  it  had  forcibly  seized  on  the  high  seas  whilst  m' 
her  voyage  from  Havre  to  New  York,  and  had  set  on  iire  and  barnfli 
I  immediately  sent  a  direction  to  Captain  Britton,  careftilly  to  collect  li 
the  facts  in  connection  with  the  affair,  and  to  transmit  them  to  me  at  ai 
early  a  moment  a«  practicable.  At  about  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  I 
received  a  visit  from  Captain  Nelson,  the  master  of  the  Harvey  Buvh, 
who  had  been  sent  up  from  Southampton  to  see  me  and  to  commniiicatt 
such  information  as  he  possessed.  So  impoitant  did  the  substauoe  of  it 
appear  that  I  requested  him  to  perpetuate  his  testimony,  in  the  form  of 
a  deposition  regularly  taken  by  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  at  Loiidou,  in 
order  that  1  might  make  it  the  basis  of  a  formal  application  to  the  Brit- 
ish government  for  its  intervention. 

So  great  has  been  the  delay  in  preparing  the  paper,  which  has  iwt 
yet  come  to  hand,  that  I  hud  I  shall  not  be  able  to  mature  all  the  neoM- 
sary  documents  in  season  for  the  dispatch  bag  which  goes  to  Liverpod 
in  about  an  hour  from  this  time.  I  will,  however,  endeavor  to  get  d 
the  papers  copied  to  go  in  the  general  mail  to  Queenstown  ta-monW 
night. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMa 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Britton  to  Mr.  Seward, 


United  States  Consulate, 

SouthamptoHj  November  23,  Iffl* 
Sib  :  I  take  the  first  opi>ortunity  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  in  Soatl' 
ampton  docks  of  the  rebel  steamship  l^ash^olley  having  on  tKWid  tto 
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erg  and  crew  of  the  late  New  York  ship  Harvey  Birch,  which  ship 
Tebels  first  plundered  and  aftei'ward  totally  destroyed  by  fire.  They 
aght  the  crew  here  in  irons,  but  on  arrival  turned  them  on  shore.  I 
Harded  ftdl  particulars  to  his  excellency  Charles  F.  Adams,  United 
to  minister  in  London.  It  remains  to  be  seen  what  course  her  Bri- 
Bic  Majesty's  government  will  take  under  the  circumstances.  I  may 
bher  add  that  the  rebel  steamer  requires  considerable  repairs. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOtor  BRITTON, 

United  States  Consul. 
on.  William  EL  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  6,  1862,  p.  1.] 

l^o.  2. 
Mr.  Hammond  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty.* 

Foreign  Office,  November  22, 1861. 

B :  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  reporting  the 
ral  at  Southampton  of  the  steamer  Nashville,  in  the  ser\'ice  of  the 
yled  Confederate  States  of  Xorth  America^  I  am  directed  by  Earl 
9dl  to  request  that  you  will  move  the  lords  coumiissioners  of  the 
iralty  to  give  directions  that  the  Nashville  shall  not  be  allowed  .to 
^  herself  more  completely  as  a  vessel  of  war,  or  to  take  in  guns  or 
otions  of  war. 
I  am,  &c., 

E.  HAMMOND. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6, 1862,  p. 2.] 

No.  3. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Ad^hralty,  Novmnher  22, 1861. 

B:  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  21  st  instant,  I  am  com- 
ded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send  you  here- 
^  for  the  information  of  Earl  Kiisaell,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Cap- 
Patey  dated  the  21st  instiint,  and  of  two  telegrams  received  last 
t  and  this  morning  from  that  oHicer,  giving  further  information 
ecting  the  confederate  steamer  Nashville. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  ROMAINE. 

[Inclosnre  No.  1.] 

Captain  Patey  to  itie  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Southampton,  JSovemher  21, 1861. 

nt:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  for  the  information  of  the  lords 
u&issioners  of  the  admiralty,  that  the  confederate  American  steam 

'  A  nmilar  letter  was  addressed  to  the  Home  Office. 
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(paddle)  vessel  ll^asliville,  Lieutenant  Peagram  commanding,  arrived  ak 
this  port  at  8.30  a.  m.  to-day. 

2.  This  vessel  is  armed  with  two  six-poimder  rifled  gims,  and  bast 
crew  of  eighty  men.  She  was  purchased  for  the  express  purpose  of 
bringing  two  southern  commissioners  to  England;  who  didnot^liov* 
ever,  embark  in  her  at  Charleston,  as  originally  intended,  in  consequeutt 
of  the  northern  blockade  of  that  port,  and  the  fear  that  she  drew  \m' 
much  water  for  readily  crossing  the  bar  with  certainty. 

3.  The  two  commissicmers  subsequently,  with  their  families,  prooeedel 
to  the  Havana  by  some  other  route;  and  I  am  informed  by  the co* 
nmnder  of  the  Nashville  that  they  will  cx)me  to  England  by  the  W«| 
India  packet  due  here  on  the  28th  instant. 

4.  Colonel  Peyton,  a  commissioner  of  North  Carolina,  and  his  vift^ 
are  on  board  the  Nashville,  and  intend  proceeding  immetliately  tl 
London. 

5.  I  beg  further  to  report  tliat  the  Nashville  appears  to  have  passel 
through,  on  the  night  of  the  2Gtli  ultimo,  the  American  federal  shipi 
blockading  Charleston,  and  proceeded  to  Bermuda,  from  whence  die 
sailed  on  the  5th  instant. 

6.  At  10  a.  m.  of  the  10th  instant,  in  latitude  49^  6'  north,  and  longh 
tude  90  59'  west,  she  fc^U  in  with  the  American  sailing  ship  Ilanef 
Birch,  of  1,500  tons,  with  a  crew  of  twenty-nine  officers  and  men,  froa 
Havre,  in  ballast,  bound  to  New  York.  The  ma.ster  and  crew  of  the 
Harvey  Birch  were  ordered  on  board  the  Nashville  with  whjit  effefti 
they  could  collect,  and  their  ship  was  then  set  on  fire,  and  at  1  p.  m.,  the 
Harvej'  Birch  being  in  a  complete  bhize,  the  Nashville  left  her. 

7.  Twenty-five  of  the  crew  of  the  Harvey  Birch  were  placed  in  irons, 
the  master  and  three  officers  being  allowed  their  parole  on  pledginj 
themselves  not  to  create  any  revolt.  The  officers  and  crew  of  the 
Harvey  Birch  have  now  been  liberated,  and  landed  at  this  i)ort.  1 

8.  The  Nashville  came  into  the  docks  this  morning,  and,  hanng 
encountered  very  heavy  weather  on  her  passage  from  Bermuda,  it  is 
the  intention  she  should  be  placed  in  dry  dock,  and  undergo  ealkinj 
and  other  repairs. 

I  am,  &c., 

CHAS.  E.  PATEY. 


[Iiiclosure  No.  2.] 

Tele{fram8  addressed  by  Captain  Paiey  to  the  8€<retnry  to  the  Admirollf 

No.  1.  November  21,  9.42  j).  m.,  Scmthampton. — Head  officer  of  em- 
toms  is  unable  to  afford  the  desired  information,  but  captam  informs  M 
he  has  a  commission  from  the  confederate  government,  and  tliat  the 
ship  is  a  man-of-war. 

No.  2.  November  22,  11  a.  m.,  Southampton. — Confederate  Americii 
is  commissioned  as  a  regular  man-of-war.  Captain  in  London.  Mj 
Secretary  goes  to  town  by  next  train  with  particulars. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  77.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London  J  November  33^  1M« 
Sib  :  I  seize  the  opportunity  of  the  departure  of  Judge  Goodii*^ 
send  by  him  the  papers  -wYiioYx  \  \v^^  m^i^wd^^  to  commit  to  tlie  gew* 
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^il.  niese  consist  of  a  copy  of  a  note  of  yesterday's  date,  addressed 
f^  me  to  Lord  Eussell,  on  the  subject  of  the  outrage  committed  by  the 
^shville,  and  a  copy  of  the  deposition  of  Captain  Nelson,  which  accom- 
Uues  it.  It  is  matter  of  regret  that  some  vessel  cannot  be  spared  to 
^  present  on  this  side  to  deter  adventurers  from  the  commission  of  such 
■nton  acts ;  but  unless  it  comes  commanded  by  thoroughly  good  offi- 
os,  it  were  far  better  to  be  without  any.  At  present  the  indignation 
nong  the  American  marine  now  here  is  general,  and  I  doubt  not  when 
us  news  arrives  in  America  it  will  spread  far  and  wide  over  the  sea- 
ittrd.  In  my  opinion,  this  is  the  greatest  mistake  the  insurgents  have 
Bt  committed.  The  owner  of  the  destroyed  vessel  has  heretofore  been, 
i  I  am  told,  one  of  their  best  friends,  and  is  himself  a  large  slave  owner 
i  Texas. 

After  consultation  with  Mr.  Morse,  I  concluded  to  ad\i8e  Captain 
Telson  to  consult  counsel  on  the  expediency  of  taking  measures  to 
Seover  his  property  retained  by  the  maifter  of  the  Nashville,  and  thus 
i^teavor  to  bring  the  question  of  his  authority  before  the  courts.  I 
«ve  reason  to  believe  that  steps  are  to  be  taken  to-day  in  that  direc- 
bm.  I  presume  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  assume  whatever  expense 
My  be  incurred  in  this  process. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  Wn-LIAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,,  November  22,  1861. 

■?  The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
gf  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  right  honorable 
8irl  Russell,  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
•fairs,  the  accompanying  papers  received  from  Mr.  Freeman  H.  Morse, 
^Osul  of  the  United  States  at  London,  respecting  the  wanton  capture 
•^d  destruction  by  fire  of  an  American  merchant  vessel,  the  Harvey 
^h,  of  ]5^ew  York,  on  the  high  seas,  by  the  order  of  the  master  of  auL 
^ed  steamer  called  the  Nashville,  which  has  now  sought  for  protec- 
kiu  by  putting  into  the  port  of  Southami)ton,  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
Br  Majesty's  realm. 

It  would  appear  from  the  statement  contained  in  these  papers,  if  they 
Ik  in  accordance  with  fact,  that  the  vessel  which  committed  this 
Agression  was  not  equipped  under  a  commission  as  a  ship  of  war,  nor 
J^en  with  the  pretence  of  a  letter  of  marque,  but  that  she  was  sent 
Om  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  by  persons  in  armed  resistance  to 
tje  government  of  the  United  States,  to  Great  Britain,  on  a  special 
mission,  and  with  the  avowed  design  that  she  should  be  refitted  in  her 
orts  and  made  a  formidable  vessel  of  war;  and  further,  that  the  officers 
'bo  came  in  her  should  be  put  in  command  of  two  other  ships,  alleged 

>  be  now  fitting  out  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  for  a  similar  purpose, 

>  wit :  all  to  ^  used  in  carrying  on  a  war  against  a  friendly  power — 
Im  United  States. 

^Die  act  of  willfully  burning  a  private  merchant  ship,  whilst  pursuing 
fc*  way  quietly  to  it«  destination  in  its  own  country,  seems  in  itse5 

35  A  c— YOL.  n 
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little  to  liarmouize  with  the  general  sentiment  among  civilized  and 
commercial  nations,  even  when  it  is  committed  under  the  authority  uf  t 
recognized  belligerent ;  but  when  voluntarily  undertaken  by  inlhvid- 
uals,  not  vested  with  the  powers  generally  acknowledged  to  be  necessary 
to  justify  aggressive  warfare,  it  approximates  too  closely  withiu  the 
definition  of  piracy  to  receive  the  smallest  countenance  from  aoj 
Christian  i)eop1e.  The  undersigned  cannot  permit  himself  to  doubt 
that  her  Majesty's  government,  which  has  voluntarily  renounceil  the 
authority  to  wage  private  war  at  sea,  would  not  fail  to  visit  with  iti 
utmost  indignation  any  attempt  to  seek  shelter  under  its  jurisdictioi 
from  the  consequences  of  indulging  a  purely  partisan  malice  iu  mat 
thorized  acts  of  violence  on  the  ocean. 

The  i)urpose  of  the  undersigned,  in  presenting  these  papers  to  XU 
consideration  of  Lord  Eussell,  is  to  request  that  her  Majesty's  goven- 
ment  will  cause  an  inquiry  to  be  made  intx)  the  circumstances  attendm| 
this  extraordinary  proceeding,  and  will  adopt  such  measures  as  the  caaiL 
upon  investigation,  ma}'  seem  to  demand.  This  inquiry  may  be  sohdtet 
to  the  ascertainment  of  two  classes  of  facts.  The  first,  as  to  the  autb<» 
ity  possessed  by  this  vessel  to  commit  so  aggressive  au  act  on  the  di 
zens  of  a  friendly  power,  and  then  to  claim  a  refuge  and  recognition  ii 
the  harbors  of  Great  Britain.  The  second,  in  case  the  nature  of  that 
authority  be  deemed  sufficient,  at  lea«t  in  the  view  of  her  Majei^ 
government,  as  to  the  purposes  for  which  the  ship  is  allegeii  to  hava 
come  across  the  ocean,  to  wit :  the  making  more  effective  preparatkA 
in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  for  carrying  on  a  war  against  the  i)eopli 
of  a  friendly  nation.  In  the  former  case  the  question  will  arise  whether 
the  vessel  be  or  be  not  subject  to  due  process  of  law  as  a  common  difr 
turber  of  the  peace  of  the  world ;  in  the  second,  whether  a  recopiwi 
belligerent  shall  or  shall  not  be  permitted  with  impunity  to  violate  tha 
terms  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation  forbidding  the  fitting  out  withii 
the  ports  of  Great  Britain  of  any  armament  intended  to  be  used  aguinat 
a  nation  with  which  «he  is  at  peace. 

The  undersigned  is  compelled,  with  great  reluctance,  to  call  thi 
attention  of  Lord  Russell  to  the  fact  that,  for  a  i)eriod  of  many  moDthi^ 
large  steamers  have  been  built,  equipped,  and  dispatched  from  h«r 
Majesty's  ports  by  persons  ill-disposed  to  the  government  of  the  Unit«4 
States,  with  the  intent  to  supply  those  who  are  in  arms  to  overthrof 
it  with  further  materials  to  attain  their  object.  On  the  15th  of  Angoik 
last  the  undersigned  had  the  honor  to  address  a  note  to  his  lordduft 
pointing  out  the  ca^  of  the  steamer  Bermuda,  laden  with  a  greil 
amount  of  contraband  of  war,  then  about  to  depart  from  a  port  rf 
Great  Britain.  That  steamer  is  known,  subsequently,  to  have  macleiti 
way  into  the  harbor  of  Savannah,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  a  jiort  held 
by  the  insurgents  against  the  government  of  the  United  States.  To 
that  application  the  undersigned  had  the  honor  to  receive  for  answer 
from  his  lordship  that  there  was  no  e\idence  in  the  hands  of  her  Majes- 
ty's government  sufficient  to  establish  the  intent  of  a  wrongAil  voyage, 
and  therefore  that  the  parties  who  might  afterward  engage  in  it  only 
deprived  themselves  of  all  protection  from  the  conseqnenoes  to  then 
that  might  attend  it«  ultimate  prosecution.  Kot  inMensible  to  the  foita 
of  this  reasoning  ui)on  a  teclmical  construction  of  the  terms  of  htf 
Majesty's  proclamation,  and  the  statute  to  which  it  referred,  the  lllldc^ 
signed  has  desisted  from  making  further  representations  in  several  aib* 
sequent  cases  of  a  similar  kind  which  have  heretofore  come  within  hk 
knowledge,  and  are  even  now  under  his  observation.  Neither  is  it  it 
all  within  his  present  purpose  to  enter  into  any  complaint  of  lier  Uv^ 
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'  ^  government  for  this  course^  Much  re^et  as  he  entertains  at  the 
^^oyance  and  consequent  irritatioii  naturally  excited  among  the  citi- 
^^8  of  his  country  by  the  observation  of  what  may  bo  made  to  appear 
^  1)6  hostile  acts,  though  undoubteilly  not  so  intended,  he  is  too  well 
>^»re  of  the  difficulties  inherent  in  the  operaticma  of  every  free  gov- 
iTiDient  not  to  be  ready  to  make  large  allowance  fbf  the  skill  which 
^-disposed  persons  may  use  to  evade  the  proWsions  of  the  most  strin- 
Biit  law.  But  the  case  now  presented  is  one  of  a  kind  somewhat  differ- 
at  from  all  the  i)receding  ones.  It  seems  to  involve  the  necessity  on 
i«  part  of  her  Majesty's  government  either  of  recognizing  a  belliger- 
[it,  or  of  denouncing  a  wrong-doer.  And,  in  the  acceptance  of  the 
mner  alternative,  it  presents  to  their  notice  a  re8i)onsible  party  as  the 
iTecting  force  to  proceeding  w^hich  can  have  no  assignable  motive  other 
that  of  prosecuting,  under  the  protcK^tion  they  afford,  the  hostili- 
already  unequivocally  commenced  against  the  citizens  of  a  i)ower 
ng  in  friendly  relations  with  them.  If  it  should  be  the  result  of  the 
irestigation  solicited  to  prove  any  or  all  of  these  allegations,  the 
ndersigned  has  not  the  disposition  to  entertain  a  single  doubt  of  the 
csire  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  meet  every  exjiectation  that  can 
easonably  be  fonued  of  their  idtimate  determination. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  may  be  x)ermitted  to  remark,  that  the 
eqnest  he  has  made  on  behalf  of  his  goveniment  is  no  more  than 
hat  government  has  heretofore  shown  itself  willing  in  similar  cases  to 
ZtmU  When  her  Majesty's  minister  at  Washington  called  upon  the 
Aithorities  of  the  United  States,  in  the  year  1855,  to  institute  an  inves- 
igation  into  certain  proceedings  in  the  equipment  of  the  bark  Maury  in 
■m  harbor  of  New  York,  suspected  to  be  intended  as  a  i)rivateer  during 
lie  war  that  was  then  going  on,  they  lost  no  time  in  instituting  a  thor- 
Migh  examination  of  the  vessel  and  all  the  attending  circumstances, 
ivhieh  ended  in  establishing  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  persons,  including 
■er  Majesty's  officers,  though  not  without  great  loss  and  damage  to  the 
amocent  ownei^s,  that  no  such  violation  of  the  laWs  of  neutrality  had 
been  intended. 

-  Earnestly  desirous  of  preserving  intact  the  friendly  relations  which 
kive  continued  to  prevail  for  so  long  a  time  between  the  two  countries, 
i*  is  due  to  her  Majesty's  government  that  the  undersigned  should 
■pprise  Lord  Kussell  that  the  present  application  is  necessarily  made 
Vrithoat  instructions  from  his  government,  and  therefore  remains  sub- 
B6et  to  their  confirmation. 

The  undersigned  desires  to  renew  to  Earl  Eussell  the  assurances  of 
*e  highest  consideration  with  which  he  has  the  honor  to  be  his  lord- 
skip's  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Easl  Russell,  dr.,  dr.y  &c. 


Depositian  of  Captain  NeUon. 

^  William  Henry  Felson,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  master  mariner,  do  solemnly,  sincerely  and  truly 
J^ear  that  I  sailed  from  the  said  city  of  New  York  on  the  20th  day  of 
*^tember  last,  as  master  of  and  in  the  ship  Harvey  Birch,  of  New  York, 
^  liliip  owned  and  registered  in  New  York  in  conformity  with  the  laws 
f  the  United  States,  bound  for  the  port  of  Havre  de  Grace,  in  France, 
^th  a  cargo  consisting  of  wheat.    About  the  ninth  day  of  October  I 
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arrived  at  Havre,  and  having  discharged  the  cargo  of  my  ship  and  bal- 
lasted her,  I  sailed  iu  her  again  for  the  i)ort  of  New  York  ou  tbe  lOA 
day  of  November,  first  having  received  the  register,  crew  list,  articles aad 
all  papers  belonging  to  the  ship,  in  proper  form  from  the  United  Stat« 
consnl  there.    On  the  nioniing  of  Tuesday,  the  19th  instant,  the  ship 
then  being  in  about  latitude  49o  OG'  X.,  longitude  0°  52'  W.,  a  steama 
was  made  out,  bearing  for  the  Harvey  Birch,  which,  on  getting  nearer,  I 
was  found  to  be  an  armed  vessel,  and  hoisted  at  the  ])eHk  the  Hag  of  the 
so-called  Confederate  States,  and  when  within  hailing  distance  a  \wmik 
on  board,  who  I  learned  was  the  captain,  hailed  my  ship,  saying  ^'Hanl 
down  your  colors  and  heave  the  ship  to^ — the  ensign  of  "the  Unitd 
States  being  at  this  time  flying  at  the  peak  of  my  vessel;  this  order  waa 
complied  with,  and  I  then  received  the  order  "  Lower  your  boat  vA 
come  on  board,''  which  I  also  complied  with,  taking  my"  ship's  pajien 
with  me.    After  arriving  on  board  the  steamer  I  was  intro<luce<l  by  tbi 
first  lieutenant,  by  name  Fontleroy,  to  Captain  Pegram,  as  commauder 
of  the  Confederate  States  steamer  Nashville,  to  whom  I  produced  all  the 
papers  of  my  ship  for  examination,  to  show  that  1  was  engaged  in  legal 
trade.    Captain  Pegram  took  the  ship's  pa[)ers — he  did  not  return  them, 
and  still  holds  them — and  then  told  me  that  he  sliouhl  hold  me  a  prisoner 
of  war,  by  authority  of  the  Confederate  States.    He   then  told  uie  I 
might  go  on  board  my  ship,  and  1  was  ordered  to  send  my  crew  on  InKird 
the  steamer  as  quickly  as  p(xssible.    I  returned  to  my  ship,  and  at  unit 
made  preparations  to  leave  her,  but  orders  were  repeatedly  given  trum 
the  steamer  to  huny  up,  and  sufficient  time  was  not  given  to  enable 
either  myself  or  my  crew  to  get  our  (^fleets  out  of  the  ship. 

The  second  lieutenant  with  other  officers  came  on  board  the  ship  and 
took  charge  of  her,  and  onlers  were  given  to  seize  fresh  stores,  &c..  aud 
in  consequence  thereof  all  the  fresh  meat,  poultry,  pigs,  eggs  and  hatter, 
were  taken  out  and  put  on  board  the  steamer,  and  especially  it  waa 
ordered  that  all  the  oil,  tea,  coffi*e  and  sugar  shoidd  be  put  on  lloard  the 
steamer,  which  was  done.    When  all  this  had  been  accomplished,  the 
crew  left  the  ship  by  order  of  the  second  lieutenant,  I  being  last  on  board, 
leaving  the  second  lieutenant  and  his  l)oat's  crew  in  charge  of  the  diipi 
After  arriving  on  board  the  steamer  we  saw  that  the  Harvey  Birch  waa 
in  flames,  and  the  second  lieutenant  returned  on  board  the  steamer  witk 
his  lK)at,  which  wa«  secured,  but  the  ship's  quarter  boats,  which  had 
been  used  in  cx>mmiinicating,  were  cast  adrift.    Ca])tain  Pegram  now 
said,  "Now,  as  it  is  all  over,  we  will  give  her  a  gun,"  or  words  to  that 
effect,  and  a  gun  was  discharged  at  the  ship,  but  without  apparently 
hitting  her.    The  steamer  then  was  put  on  an  easterly  course,  the  cref 
of  the  ship  having  previously  been  x)ut  in  irons.    I,  with  my  offiooii 
was  summoned  to  the  captain's  c^bin,  and  there  signed,  at  the  request 
of  the  captain,  a  document  stating  that  we  would  not  take  up  annf 
against  them  while  in  their  custody,  he  having  said  that  I  and  my  officers 
should  have  our  liberty  on  board  when  we  had  signed  it,    I  Vaa  fre- 
quently told  that  an  oath  would  be  exsu5ted  of  us,  "  not  to  take  upamtf 
against  the  Confederate  States,"  before  I  could  be  liberated,  bat  I  wtf 
liberated  without  any  such  l)eing  taken. 

The  steamer  steiimed  np  the  English  channel,  and  arrived  at  Souib- 
ampton  at  abont  8  a.  m.  on  the  21st  instant,  and  came  to  anchor  in  tk 
river.  Captain  Pegram  then  told  me  that  I  and  my  crew  were  at  libertj' 
and  might  go  ashore,  but  he  refused  to  put  us  aahore,  and  I  therefors 
employed  a  steam-tug  at  my  own  expense,  and  landed  my  crew  in  Soatli- 
ampton  docks  between  0  and  10  a.  m.,  arid  they  were  taken  charge  of  bj 
the  United  States  consul  there.   Eepeatedly,  while  ou  board  the  ateamerf 
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^  conversation  with  the  officers,  I  was  told  that  she  was  not  fitted  out 
^  a  vessel  of  war;  that  she  was  on  a  speci.al  mission  to  Enp^land,  but 
«iral  officers  were  in  command  of  her.  I  was  told  by  one  of  the  crew 
hat  the  crew  orij^rinally  signed  articles  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  to 
yo  to  Liverpool,  but  tliat  before  sailing:  the  officers  were  all  chanp:ed,  and 
;€ir  articles  were  brought  on  board,  which  the  crew  were  compelled  to 
ign  by  threats  of  force.  I  was  also  informed  that  the  crew  was  com- 
NMed  of  English  and  Irish ;  and  Colonel  Peyton,  a  person  who  came 
ram  Charleston  in  her,  informed  me  that  her  officers  were  coming  here 
0  alter  the  vessel,  and  to  have  her  converted  into  a  man-of-war,  and  to 
ftke  command  of  two  other  vessels  now  fitting  out  in  Great  Britain  as 
ien-of-war. 

The  chronometer  and  barometer  belonging  to  the  Harvey  Birch  were 
■ken  by  Captain  Pegram,  who  refuses  to  deliver  them  up.  The  Harvey 
Mroh  was  a  ship  six  years  old,  and  of  fourteen  hundred  and  eighty-two 
ons  register.  Before  we  lost  sight  of  the  ship  her  masts  had  gone  over 
lie  side,  and  her  hull  was  burnt  to  the  water's  edge. 

W.  H.  KELSON. 

Sworn  before  me,  in  the  consulate  of  the  United  States  at  London, 
aiis  22d  day  of  November,  1801. 

r  .  F.  H.  MORSE, 

^         'J  Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America^  London. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Bo.  38.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

London,  November  23,  1861. 

8iB:  The  leading  event  of  the  current  week  has*  been  the  appearance 
rfthe  corsair  Nashville,  from  Charleston,  in  European  waters,  and  her 
ifanton  and  malicious  destruction  of  an  'American  ship  by  buniiiig, 
•boat  seventy-five  miles  west  of  Cape  Clear,  off  the  southern  coast  of 
Iieland,  and  her  bold  entrance  into  a  British  port  for  coal  and  repairs 
fte  day  following  the  committal  of  the  barbarous  act.  It  has,  as  a  mat- 
te of  course,  created  much  comment  and  no  little  excitement  here. 

8o  far  as  I  can  learn  and  judge,  the  public  voice  here  is  very  strong 
iod  outspoken  in  condemning  and  denouncing  the  act  as  malicious  and 
liratical.  It  has  taken  the  English  people  by  surprise,  aiul  is  doing 
•uch  to  enlighten  them  as  to  the  character  of  the  enemy  with  whom  we 
tie  dealing. 

By  the  advice  of  Dr.  Deane  and  Sir  Hugh  Cairns,  an  officer  was  sent 
to  Southampton  to-day  to  demand  of  the  pirate  captain  the  chronometer 
ftnd  the  barometer  of  the  burnt  ship  Harvey  Birch,  which  he  took  and 
Refused  to  return  to  Captain  Nelson.  This,  we  hope,  will  force  the  com- 
itiander  of  the  !N"ashville  to  show  whether  his  vessel  is  a  pirate  or  a 
licensed  buccaneer,  and  also  bring  before  the  goveniment  here  some 
iHlier  interesting  questions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &c., 

F.  H.  MORSE,  Consul. 
Hon.  WiLLiAX,  H.  Seward,' 

Secretary  of  State. 
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[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6, 1862, pp.  6-6.1 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Admiralty,  Korember  23, 1 

Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  Adi 
to  send  you  .herewith,  for  the  information  of  her  Majesty's  secre 
state  for  foreign  affairs,  a  copy  of  a  memorandum,  and  of  it«  inel 
received  yesterday  from  the  secretary  of  Captain  Patesy,  giving 
information  relative  to  the  Nashville  steam  vessel  belonging  to 
styled  Confederate  States  of  America. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  EOMA 


[Inclosnre  No.  1.] 

Memorandum  by  Mr.  Mesmm^  Secretary  to  Captain  Patey, 

[Extract.] 

Inclosed  are— 

1.  A  copy  of  tlie  articles  under  which  the  crew  of  the  Nashvil 
been  entered. 

2.  A  copy  of  the  commission  of  Lieutenant  Fauntleroy,  app 
him  to  Confederate  States  navy. 

3.  A  copy  of  the  order  under  which  Lieutenant  Bennett  is  di 
for  duty  on  board  Nashville. 


[Inclosnre  No.  2.] 

Copy  of  articles  signed  by  the  crew  of  the  Confederate  States  vessel  ( 

Nashville. 

Signing  articles  for  the  navy  of  the  Confederate  States  of  Araeric 
Lieutenant  Commander  Robert  B.  Peagram,  Confederate  States 

We,  the  undersigned,  do  agree  to  ship  in  the  navy  of  the  Confe 
States  of  America  for  one  year,  unless  sooner  discharged,  ir 
capacity,  and  for  such  pay,  a«  is  l>elow  affixed  to  our  respective  i 
subject  to  all  the  laws  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  tl 
navy  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

[List  of  crew  omitted.] 


[Inclosnre  No.  3.] 

Commission  to  Charles  M.  Fauntleroy j  from  the  president  of  the  C 

erate  States  of  America. 

The  president  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  to  all  whc 

see  these  presents,  greeting: 

Know  ye  that.,  reposing  special  trust  and  oonfidence  iniheptttn 
valor,  fidelity,  and  abilities  of  Charles  M.  Fauntleroy,  I  do  appcin 
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'  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  Confederate  States,  to  rank  as  snch  firom 
l^e  10th  of  June,  A.  D.  1861. 

He  is,  therefore,  careftilly  and  diligently  to  discharge  the  duty  of 
i^atenant  by  doing  and  x>erforming  all  manner  of  things  thereunto 
belonging ;  and  I  do  strictly  charge  all  officers  and  others  under  his 
^mmand  to  be  obedient  to  his  orders  as  lieutenant. 

And  he  is  to  observe  and  follow  such  orders  and  directions  as  from 
droe  to  time  he  shall  receive  from  me,  or  the  future  president  of  the 
DcHifederate  States  of  America,  or  the  superior  officers  set  over  him, 
leoording  to  the  rank  and  discipline  of  war. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Richmond,  this  27th  September, 
In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1861. 

JEFFEESON  DAVIS. 
By  the  President: 

S.  E.  Mallobt, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Indosnro  No.  4.] 

Captain  Biuihanan  to  Lieutenant  Bennett^  C.  S,  y. 

CONFEDEBATE  STATES  OFFICE  OP  ORDERS  AND  DETAIL, 

Navy  Department^  Richmond^  Septe^nber  19,  1861. 

Sib  :  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  Confederate  States  army,  and 

Sia  will  proceed  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  report  to  Captain 
.  N.  In  graham,  on  the  23d,  for  duty. 
I  am,  &c., 

FEANK  BUCHANAX, 

Captain  in  charge. 
By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Beport  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  B.  Peagram,  for  duty  on  board 
3ie  Nashville. 

D.  N.  mGEAHAM. 

Similar  orders  issued  to  each  of  the  officers  appointed  to  the  Nash- 
rtlle. 


[From  Britiflh  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  6, 1862,  p.  8.] 

No.  7. 

Messrs.  Oliverson^  LaviCy  and  Peachey  to  Earl  Russell. 

8  Fbedebigk's  Place,  Old  Jewby, 

November  25,  1861. 

My  Lord  :  We  have  the  honor  to  apply  to  you  on  behalf  of  Captain 
Nelson,  late  commander  of  the  American  vessel  Harvey  Birch,  and  on 
behalf  of  her  owners,  on  the  subject  of  theii*  claim  against  the  captain 
^  the  Nashville,  the  American  vessel  now  in  the  Southampton  docks, 
^ho  recently  destroyed  the  Harvey  Birch  under  circumstances  which 
"^11  he  known  to  your  lordship. 

The  Nashville  has  now  on  board  her  certain  property  belonging  to  the 
^^ers  at  the  destroyed  vessel,  and,  acting  under  counsel's  advice,  an 
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application  has  been  this  morning  made  to  the  magistrates  at  Soutt 
ampton  to  issue  a  summons  or  warrant  for  service  upon  Captain  Pea- 
gram  of  the  Nashville,  calling  upon  him,  by  production  of  the  authority 
under  which  he  acts,  or  otherwise,  to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  delivct 
up  to  Captain  Kelson  the  property  belonging  to  his  owners  which  he 
withholds. 

The  magistrates  at  Southampton  are  desirous  of  having  the  authority 
of  your  lordship  before  they  issue  the  summons  or  warrant  applie<l  for, 
and  we  beg,  therefore,  to  request  your  lordship  to  be  pleased  at  onc^  to 
give  the  necessary  directions  for  the  purpose. 
We  have  &;C 

'  OLIVEESOI^r,  LAVIE,  &  PEACIIEY. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6, 18G2,  pp.  &-9.] 

No.  8. 

Mr.  Clive  to  Mr,  Hammond. 

Whitehall,  November  25, 1861. 

Sm :  I  have  laid  beYore  Secretary  Sir  George  Grey  your  letter  of  the 
22d  instant,  relative  to  the  steamer  ^N^ashville,  in  the  service  of  the  so- 
styled  Confederate  States  of  North  America,  which  has  arrived  in  the 
port  of  Southampton ;  and  I  am  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information 
of  Earl  Kussell,  copies  of  the  letters  which  have  been  addressed  to 
the  commissioners  of  customs  and  the  mayor  of  Southampton  on  the 
subject. 

I  am,  &c., 

G.  CLIVE. 


[Inclosuro  No.  1.] 

Mr.  Clive  to  the  commissioners  of  customs j  Southampton. 

Whitehall,  November  23, 1861. 

Gentlemen  :  It  having  been  stated  that  the  steamer  NashAille,  in  the 
service  ^f  the  so-styled  Confederate  States  of  North  America,  which  htf 
arrived  at  Southampton,  has  come  there  for  the  purpose  of  being  more 
completely  equipped  as  a  vessel  of  war,  I  am  directed  by  Secretary 
Sir  G.  Grey  to  call  your  attention  to  the  statement,  in  order  that  if  an 
attempt  should  be  made  so  to  equip  the  Nashville,  or  to  take  in  guns 
or  munitions  of  war,  you  may  proceed  as  required  by  the  act  59 
Geo.  UI,  cap.  69,  and  her  Majesty's  proclamation  of  the  13th  of  May, 
1861. 

I  am,  &c., 

G.  OLIVE. 


[Inclosore  No.  2.] 

Mr.  Clive  to  the  Mayor  of  SotUhampUm. 

•  Whitehall,  November  23^  ISfiL 

Sm :  The  attention  of  her  Mfy  esty's  government  having  ben  «ilM  to 
a  statement  in  the  daily  papers  that  the  steamer  Nadivilfoi iaHmwenk^ 
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r  the  so-styled  Confederate  States  of  North  America,  has  put  into  the 
art  of  Southampton  for  the  purpose  of  being  fitted  as  a  vessel  of  war,  I 
II  directed  by  Secretary  Sir  George  Grey  to  refer  you  to  the  foreign  en- 
Btment  act,  59  Geo.  lU,  cap.  69,  and  to  her  Majesty's  proclamation  of 
le  13th  May,  1861,  and  to  request  that  you  will  immediately  report  to 
im  any  facts  which  may  tend  to  show  for  what  purpose  the  Nashville 
put  into  the  port  of  Southampton. 
I  am,  &c., 

G.  OLIVE. 


Mr.  Wilson  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  November  27,  1861. 

Sib  :  I  am  directed  by  Mr.  Adatns  to  transmit  the  inclosed  copy 
if  the  reply  of  Earl  Eussell  to  his  communication  to  him  of  the  22d 
nstant,  concerning  the  rebel  steamer  Nashville,  and  to  state  that 
wthing  further  upon  the  subject  has  as  yet  been  received  from  the 
ireign  office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  L.  WILSON, 

Secretary  of  Legation. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  November  23, 1861. 

Ix)rd  Russell  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  begs  leave 
acquaint  him  that  his  letter  and  the  inclosure  shall  receive  the  imme- 
ate  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

Ix)rd  Russell  has  already  given  directions  that  no  infringement  of  the 
reign  enlistment  act  shall  be  permitted  in  regard  to  the  Nashville. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,''  No.  6, 1862,  p.  9.] 

No.  9. 

Mr.  Layard  to  Messrs.  Oliverson^  Lavie^  and  Peachey. 

Foreign  Office,  November  27, 1861. 

Gentlemen  :  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Russell  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
F  your  letter  of  the  25th  instant,  in  which,  as  attorneys  for  Captain 
I^elson,  the  commander  of  the  American  vessel  Harvey  Birch,  you  re- 
Hest  that  his  lordship  will  authorize  the  magivStrates  at  Southampton 
J  issue  a  warrant  or  summons  for  service  upon  Captain  Peagram,  corn- 
landing  the  ship  of  war  Nashville,  under  the  flag  of  the  so-styled  Con- 
dderate  States,  cidling  upon  him,  by  production  of  the  authority  under  « 
^bich  he  acts,  to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  deliver  up  to  Captain 
itiflOQ  the  property  belonging  to  his  owners,  which  is  alleged  to  be  de- 
Bined  on  board  the  Nashville. 
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Lord  Eussell  directs  me  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  he  has  no  j 
diction  or  power  to  give  authority  to  tbe  magistrates  either  to  issu* 
summons  or  warrant,  or  to  do,  or  abstain  from  doing,  anything  in 
tion  to  the  matter  in  question,  and  that  his  lordship  must  accoTi] 
decline  to  interfere  therein. 
J  am,  &c., 

A.  H.  LATA 


[From  Britiah  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  6, 1862,  p.  9.] 

Ko.  10. 

Mr.  Layard  to  Mr.  Clive. 

Foreign  Office,  Kovember  21  j  1 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Russell  to  transmit  to  you,  to  I 
before  Secretary  Sir  G.  Grey,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Messrs.  < 
son,  Lavie,  and  Peachey,*  in  which,  as  attorneys  for  Captain  Xe! 
the  late  American  vessel  Harvey  Birch,  they  request  that  his  lo 
will  authorize  the  magistrat<>s  at  Southampton  to  issue  a  warr 
summons,  calling  upon  Captain  Peagram,  of  the  ship  of  war  Nais 
to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  deliver  up  to  Captain  Nelson  th( 
erty  belonging  to  Captain  Nelson's  employers,  which  is  allegeil 
detained  by  Captain  Peagram. 

I  also  transmit  a  copy  of  the  answer  which,  after  consultation  w 
law  ofl&cers  of  the  Crown,  has  been  returned  to  Messrs.  Oliversou* 
and  I  am  to  add,  for  Sir  G.  Grey's  information,  a  copy  of  the  o 
given  by  the  law  officers. 
1  am,  &c.. 

A.  H.  LATA 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  79.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LondoHj  November  29, 1 

SiR>  On  the  very  same  day  that  I  sent  to  Lord  Eussell  my  i 
the  22d  of  this  month,  a  copy  of  which  was  transmitted  with  i 
patch,  No.  77,  to  the  department,  I  received  a  brief  informal  r 
copy  of  which  I  directed  my  secretary,  Mr.  Wilson,  to  forward 
course  by  the  steamer  which  went  in  the  middle  of  the  week. 
evening  I  received  the  more  formal  answer^  a  copy  of  which  will  i 
pany  this.  I  regret  that  it  is  not  more  satisfactory  in  some  lespc 
it  seems  to  me  that  her  Majesty's  government  had  an  opporta 
doing  much,  by  the  appearance  of  a  little  activity,  to  calm  the 
ment  occasioned  by  the  wanton  act  of  an  unauthorized  vessel ;  fiu 
not  but  think  the  evidence  adduced  of  so-called  nattonfdity  i 
insufficient  It  is  not  to  be  denied,  however,  that  the  eorrentof  i 
law  would  warrairt  the  capture  of  the  Har\'ey  Birch,  even  by  ] 
individuals  among  the  rebels,  though  the  benefit  of  t&e  pTize,  wt 
it  might  be,  could  not  inure  in  that  case  to  the  captors.  The  sas 
would  justify  a  taking  of  the  Nashville  itself  by  any  vessel  private^ 
out  by  Americans,  subject  to  the  same  exception.    I  have  reoeivei 

•  See  No.  7  from  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6L 1888; 
t  See  No.  9  from  Britiah  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  S,  1888^ 
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l1  earnest  applications  from  resolute  parties  to  authorize  some  such  un- 
esrtaking,  but  it  has  seemed  to  me  that  everj'  consideration  of  prudence 
ei  well  as  consistency  dictated  a  complete  abnegation,  on  my  part,  of  every 
Koceeding  of  the  sort.  Indeed,  I  coiUd  scarcely  call  on  her  Majesty's 
"if)vemment  to  interfere,  even  so  far  as  it  has  consented  to  do,  in  stop- 
»iiigthe  outfit  of  the  yash^'ille,  if  I  were  on  my  side  at  the  same  time 
Bgaged  in  preparing  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  a  counter-armament 
o  make  prize  of  her.  In  my  despatch  No.  77 1  endeavored  to  give  some 
iccouut  of  the  course  of  proceeding  adopted  by  Captain  Nelson,  under 
wdviee  of  learned  counsel,  with  the  design  to  csLVvy  to  the  courts  for  ad- 
udieation  the  question  of  the  true  character  of  the  Nashville.  It  would 
leem  that  he  had  been  baffled,  first,  by  the  refusal  of  the  authorities  of 
3oathamx)ton  to  issue  a  writ  without  direction  from  the  foreign  office ; 
ind,  secondly,  by  the  disavowal  by  the  foreign  office  of  any  power  to 
iirect  such  a  proceeding.  In  the  meantime  the  excitement  caused  by 
die  late  news  of  the  seizure  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  is  so  great  as 
to  swallow  up  every  other  topic  for  the  moment.  It  may  then  be  the  part 
of  prudence  to  let  the  old  topic  lie  in  abeyance  until  the  heats  stirred  by 
Htenew  one  shaU  subside. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  yovemher  28, 1861. 

The  undersigned,  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
Sairs,  has  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Adams,  envoy  extraordinary  and 
linister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Unieed  States  at  this  coiu't,  that  his  note 
r  the  22d  instant  has  been  the  subject  of  careful  and  anxious  considera- 
on  by  her  Majesty's  government. 

Mr.  Adams,  after  reciting  the  capture  and  destruction  by  fire  of  the 
rnited  States  merchant  ship  on  the  high  seas  by  order  of  the  commander 
f  the  armed  steamer  called  the  Nashville,  and  the  subsequent  arrival 
f  the  Nashville  in  the  port  of  Southampton,  asks  for  an  inquiry  as  to 
Wo  classes  of  facts :  the  first,  "  as  to  the  authority  possessed  by  this 
'  essel  to  commit  so  aggressive  an  act  on  the  citizens  of  a  friendly  power, 
md  then  to  claim  a  refuge  in  the  haibors  of  Great  Bntain ;"  the  second, 
^  in  case  the  nature  of  that  authority  be  deemed  sufficient,  at  least  in  the 
riew  of  her  Majesty's  government,  as  to  the  puq^oses  for  which  the  ship 
B  alleged  to  have  come  across  the  ocean,  to  wit,  the  making  more  cffect- 
ve  preparations  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  for  carrying  on  war  against 
ihe  people  of  a  friendly  nation." 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  directed  their  inquiries  to  both  theto 
pmt»j  and  also  to  the  state  of  the  law  as  applicable  to  the  facts  thus 
^  them  ascertained. 

With  regard  to  the  first  point,  the  undersigned  has  to  state  that  the 
ETashville  appears  to  be  a  confederate  vessel  of  war ;  her  commander 
and  officers  have  commissions  in  the  so-styled  confederate  navy ;  some 
of  them  have  written  orders  from  the  navy  department  at  Eichmond  to 
>^port  to  Lieutenant  Pegram  "  for  duty"  on  board  th^  Nashville,  and  her 
crew  have  signed  articles  to  ship  in  the  confederate  navy. 


556  REBEL   CRUISERS. 

In  these  circumstances  the  act  done  by  the  Nashville,  of  capturing  a 
burning  on  the  high  seas  a  merchant  vessel  of  the  United  States,  ca 
not  be  considered  as  an  act  "voluntarily  undertaken  by  iudividualsi 
vested  with  powers  gelierally  acknowledged  to  be  necessary  to  just 
aggressive  warfare,"  nor  does  it  at  all  "  approximate  within  the  deti 
tion  of  piracy." 

Such  being  the  answer  of  her  Majesty's  government  on  the  first  po 
raised  by  Mr.  Adams,  the  undersigned  passes  to  the  second. 

The  undersigned  stated  to  Mr.  Adams,  in  his  informal  note  of  thel 
instant,  that  he  had  already  given  directions  that  no  infringement  of 
foreign  enlistment  act  should  be  permitted  in  regard  to  the  Nashvi 
In  fact,  directions  had  alrea^ly  been  given  to  prevent  the  Nashville  ft 
augmenting  her  warlike  force  within  her  Mjyesty's  jurisdiction  in  coni 
vention  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

With  respect  to  the  allegation  made  by  Mr.  Adams,  that  some  of 
ofiBcers  of  the  Nashville  are  to  be  put  in  command  of  vessels  now  fltt 
out  in  British  ports  for  purposes  hostile  to  the  government  of  theUni 
States,  the  undersigned  can  only  say  that,  if  reasonable  evidence  can 
procured  to  that  effect,  all  parties  concerned  who  shall  be  actinginc 
tra vention  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  shall  be  legally  proceeded  apii 
with  a  \iew  to  the  punishment  of  the  persons  and  to  the  forfeiture  of 
vessels. 

Having  thus  answered  Mr.  Adams  upon  the  two  i)oint«  to  which 
attention  was  called,  the  undersigned  has  only  further  to  say,  tha 
in  order  to  maintain  inviolate  the  neutral  character  which  her  Maj< 
has  assumed,  her  Majesty's  government  should  find  it  necessary  toa^ 
further  measures,  within  the  limits  of  public  law,  her  Majesty  wil 
advised  to  adopt  such  measures. 

It  is  the  earnest  desire  of  her  Majesty  to  preserve  intact  the  friei 
relations  between  her  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  Americiu 

The  undersigned,  &c. 

RUSSEL 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c&c,  d-c,  d-c. 


•[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6,  1862,  pp.  11-13.] 

No.  12. 

Mr.  Ulliot  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

[Extract.] 

Downing  Street,  N^ovember  29, 18( 

I  am  directed  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  transmit  to  you  the  ind 
copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the  governor  of  Bermuda.,  reporting  hispnx 
ings  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  to  Bermuda  of  the  Confederate  Si 
steam  vessel  Na^slnille. 

I  am  also  desired  to  inclose  a  draught  of  the  answer  which  the  Dnl 
Newcastle  proposes,  should  Earl  Bussell  concur,  to  address  to  Gove 
Ord. 

The  circular  dispatch  alluded  to  in  that  answer  is  one  foimded  vp 
report  of  the  law  Officers  of  the  Crown. 
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[iDclosure  No.  1.] 

Oavernar  Ord  to  the  Duke  of  Netccasth. 

Bermuda,  November  2, 1861. 

klY  Lord  Duke  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  excellency  that 
ise  islands  wei^e  \i8ited  on  the  30th  ultimo  by  the  Confederate  States 
idle-wheel  steamer  Nashville,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Peafcram, 
i  having  on  board  Lieutenant  Colonel  Peyton,  of  the  Confederate 
ites  army,  said  to  be  a  minister  from  these  St^ites  to  the  court  of 
ain,  with  numerous  other  officers  and  persons  apparently  connexited 
h  the  ship.  The  vessel  anchored  off  the  dock  yard,  and  Lieutenant 
igram  and  Colonel  Peji:on  at  once  called  upon  Captain  Hutton,  royal 
7,  the  superintendent,  and  requested  him  to  supply  their  vessel  with 
hmidred  tons  of  coal,  it  being  their  wish  to  proceed  to  sea  as  early 
Kwsible. 

In  reply,  Captain  Hutton  informed  them  that  he  was  expecting, 
08t  immediately,  the  arrival  of  the  admiral  commanding-in-chief\ 
»inpanied  by  a  large  squadron  of  our  own  ships,  and  that  he  feared 
rould  not  be  justified  in  complying  with  their  application. 

These  officers  then  waited  upon  me,  and  preferred  the  same  request ; 
hich  I  replied  that  I  was  aware  that  Captain  Hutton  anticipated  that 
rould  very  shortly  have  a  heavy  demand  made  upon  his  store  of 
>  and  that,  in  \iew  of  the  probable  wants  of  our  fleet,  I  did  not  feel 
fled  in  urging  him  to  fiirnish  what  they  required.  I  added,  that  I 
informed  that  offers  had  been  made  by  private  persons  to  supply 
1  with  coal  at  St.  George's ;  and,  after  a  farther  effort  to  obtain  the 
'mment  coal  by  offering  to  replace  what  they  were  supplied  with 

l>rivate  sources,  an  arrangement  which  I  assured  them  was  inad- 
ible  with  a  government  establishment,  they  left  me,  apparently  not 
itisfied,  and  proceeded  at  once  to  St.  George's,  where,  I  am  informed, 

have  taken  in  about  six  hundred  tons  of  coal. 

Directly  after  they  left  me  I  received  two  letters  from  the  United 
e«  consid  at  St.  George's,  copies  of  which,  with  my  reply,  accompany 
dispatch. 

Tlie  object  of  the  Nashville's  visit  has  not  been  distinctly  stated, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  she  is  bound  to  England,  and  tjjat  she 
on  board  persons  who  will  endeavor  to  excite  an  interest  in  the 
r  of  the  Confederate  States  at  some  of  the  European  courts,  and 
•ably  to  obtain  supplies  of  material  and  stores  for  the  support  of 
:  cause. 

It  had  been  reported  that  the  Nashville  left  Charleston  on  the  12th 
ao,  with  ex-Senators  Slidell  and  Ma«on,  as  representatives  from  the 
federate  States  to  the  governments  of  France  and  England ;  that  she 
$2,000,000  on  board  for  the  purchase  of  material,  and  was  intended 
)al  at  Bermuda.  This  rei>ort  no  doubt  led  to  the  calling  in  here,  on 
20tli  ultimo,  of  the  United  States  steam  vessel  Connecticut,  which 
immediately  after,  and  x)roceeded  apparently  to  cruise  south. 

It  appears  from  the  report  of  the  Nashville's  officers  that  these 
^nators  really  did  break  the  blockade  about  the  time  named,  but  in 
laller  vessel,  and  that  they  reached  Havana  on  their  way  to  England. 
United  States  steam  vessels  being  thus  put  upon  a  wrong  scent,  the 
Iville  ran  the  blockade  the  night  of  the  26th,  probably  with  the 
linderof  the  Confederate  States  representatives  and  the  specie,  and 
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got  to  Bermuda  iii  safety,  from  wliich  she  has  every  chance  of  reacMng 
England  unmolested  by' the  United  States  vessels  of  war. 
1  tnist  my  proceedings  on  this  occasion  will  meet  your  grace's  approval 
I  have,  &c., 

H.  ST.  GEORGE  OED. 

[Inclosure  ^o.  2 — Mr.  Wells  to  Governor  Ord — sprinted  with  dispatd 
of  Mr.  Wells  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  10,  of  November  1,  1861,  ante.] 
Inclosure  No.  3 — Mr.  Wells  to  Governor  Ord — printed  as  abiove, 
Inclosure  No.  4 — Governor  Ord  to  JVIr.  Wells — printed  as  above. 


[Inclosure  No.  5.] 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  Oovemor  Ord. 

Downing  Street,  Kovemher  15, 1S61. 

Sir  :  Having  had  occasion  to  consult  the  law  officers  of  the  Cnjwn  oq 
the  subject  of  remonstrances  addressed  to  the  governors  of  some  of  the 
colonies  by  consuls  of  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  certain  particulars 
in  the  treatment  of  vessels  bearing  the  flag  of  the  States  which  haw 
seceded  Irom  the  Union,  I  think  it  right  to  communicate  to  you,  for  yonr 
information  and  guidance,  the  principles  which  ought  to  be  observed  ia 
cases  of  the  kind  which  raised  the  present  question. 

You  will  understand,  therefore,  that  no  foreign  consul  has  any  power 
or  jurisdiction  to  seize  any  vessel  (under  whatever  flag)  within  Brilii 
territorial  waters,  and  that  the  British  authorities  ought  not  to  take  any 
steps  adverse  to  merchant  vessels  of  the  Confederate  States,  or  to  inte^ : 
fere  with  their  free  resort  to  British  ports. 

With  respect  to  supplies,  even  of  articles  clearly  "  contraband  of  war,^ 
(such  as  arms  or  ammunition,)  to  the  vessels  of  either  paity,  the  eolonill 
authorities  are  not  at  liberty  to  interfere,  unless  anything  should  be  dow 
in  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  59  Geo.  Ill,  cap.  G9,  whick 
prohibits  the  equipping,  furnishing,  fitting  out,  and  arming  of  sbipetf 
vessels  for  the  service  of  foreign  belligerent  i>owers,  and  also  the  supply 
of  guns  or  equipments  for  war,  so  as  to  increase  the  warlike  fori*«  of  v«fr 
sels  of  war,  but  which  does  not  render  illegal  the  mere  supply  of  arms  of 
ammunition,  &c.,  to  private  ships  or  vessels. 

If  it  should  be  necessary  for  the  colonial  authorities  to  act  in  any  suck 
case,  it  should  only  be  done  when  the  law  is  regularly  put  in  force,  and 
under  the  advice  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown. 

With  respect  to  the  supplying  in  British  jurisdiction  of  articles  aneif- 

itis  mm^  (such,  for  instance,  as  coal,)  there  is  no  ground  for  any  int«rfa^ 

ence  whatever  on  the  part  of  the  colon  iid  authorities. 

I  have,  &c., 

NEWCASTLE. 


[Inclosure  No.  6.] 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  Governor  Ord. 

Downing  Steeet,  November  — ^  1861. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoar  di^tttch  « 
the  2d  instant,  reportmg  your  proceedings  on  the  occasion  of  iheTist 
to  Bermuda  of  the  Confederate  States  steam  vessel  Naali^le. 
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the  present  mail  I  transmit  to  you  a  circnlar  dispatch  which  will 
ti  you  with  instructions  for  your  guidance  in  the  treatment  of  the 
s  of  war  of  either  of  the  contending  parties  which  may  call  at 
ida. 

course  pursued  by  you  in  the  present  instance  was  in  strict  accord- 
rith  the  princii>les  which  you  will  find  laid  down  in  that  circular 
ch. 

ive  further  to  state  that  both  you  and  Captain  Hutton  showed  a 
>roi)er  discretion  in  declining  to  furnish  supplies  to  a  war  vessel  of 
'  the  belligerent  parties  from  public  stores  belonging  to  the  British 
ament. 

Majesty's  government  entirely  approve  of  the  whole  of  your  pro- 
[gs  on  this  occasion. 
I  have,  &c., 

NEWCASTLE. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Seward, 

.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

LondoTij  November  30,  1861. 

:  I  herewith  inclose  copies  of  certain  papers,  in  continuation  of 
r  proceedings  in  the  case  of  the  corsair  Nashville, 
first  paper  is  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Deane  and  Sir  Hugh  Cairns, 
led  equal  to  any  authorities  in  London  on  the  questions  involved, 
ill  i)erceive  by  the  report  of  Messrs.  Oliverson,  Lavie  &  Peachey 
o  far  we  have  entirely  failed  to  obtain  any  redress  through  the 
here,  or  to  compel  the  captain  of  the  Nashville  to  show  under 
luthority  he  is  acting.  The  production  of  Captain  Peagram's  com- 
n  as  lieutenant  in  the  rebel  service  seems  to  be  taken  as  sufficient 
*ity  for  his  act«,  while  I  have  contended  that  his  commission  is  per- 
to  himself,  and  without  being  detailed  esi^ecially  to  the  Nashville 
>-called  confederate  ship;  and  she  being  put  in  commission,  and 
mmauder  instructed  to  perform  this  particular  service^  she  is  not 
die  service,  and  not  here  by  even  the  authority  of  the  insurgents. 
le  is  not  a  public  ship  of  the  character  claimed  for  her,  and  does 
me  commissioned  as  a  privateer,  it  follows,  of  course,  that  she  must 
iratical  craft. 

ing  good  reason  to  believe  that  she  did  not  leave  Charleston  either 
rivateer  or  public  vessel,  my  leading  object  has  been  to  force  a  pro- 
•n  of  the  authority  under  which  she  sails,  either  through  govem- 
intervention  or  by  an  action  at  law  in  some  form.  The  government 
us  over  to  the  courts ;  the  magistrates  decline  to  interfere ;  and 
ind,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  faithful  counsel  tell  me  they  do  not  see 
»vay  clear  to  get  the  question  before  any  court,  and  fear  we  have 
aedy  in  this  country. 

id  an  interview  with  counsel  to-day,  and  urged  them  to  carefully 
J  the  ground  and  see  whether  there  was  not  power  enough  in  Eng- 
either  executive,  judicial,  or  military,  to  determine  whether  the 
rille  is  a  piratical  craft  or  a  recognized  ship  of  some  established  or 
erent  power,  saying  that  we  charged  her  with  being  neither  a  pri- 
p  nor  an  armed  ship  of  war  coming  Irom  any  power,  recognized  or 
erent,  but  a  pirate. 
)  sabject  is  still  under  advisement,  though  I  have  but  little  hope 
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that  a  tiling  whicli  appears  so  very  simple  and  of  such  great  impoTian« 
will  terminate  favorably  for  us. 

The  Nashville  is  lying  quietly  at  Southampton,  undergoing  no  repairs 
excej)t  8u<5h  as  her  crew  are  making,  and  taking  in  no  cargo.       • 
I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

F.  H.  MOESE,  CmnL 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


CASE  FOR  THE  ADVICE  OF  SIR  H.  CAIRNS  AND  DR.  DEA>T:. 

Sir  Hugh  Cairns  and  Dr.  Deane  will  be  so  good  as  to  consider  t 
statement  relating  to  the  dostniction  of  the  American  vessel  the  Han 
Birch  by  the  Kashville,  as  it  appears  in  the  Times  newspaper  of  tl 
date,  (November  22,  18G1,)  and  the  copy  of  the  affidavit  of  Capts 
Nelson,  herewith,  and  also  the  explanations  of  Captain  Nelson  in  a 
ference,  and  to  advise  Cjiptain  Nelson  as  to  his  legal  rights  against! 
Nashville  and  her  commander,  and  generally  as  to  the  course  whi< 
under  the  circumstances,  you  would  aSvise  the  captain  to  pursue. 

Opinion  of  Sir  H.  Cairns  and  Dr.  Deane. 

It  appears  from  the  affidavit  of  Captain  Nelson  that  the  Harvey  Bii 
was  taken  possession  of  and  biunton  the  high  seas,  outside  the  limit 
British  waters,  and  that  the  armed  ship  Nashville  carried  the  flag  of  1 
Confederate  States. 

From  the  statement  in  the  new8pai)er  above  referred  to,  the  co 
mander  of  the  Nashville  se^ms  to  have  held  a  commission  under  \ 
Confederate  States  and  in  the  navy  of  those  States. 

The  British  government  has  considered  the  Federal  and  Confeder 
States  entitled  to  be  treated  as  belligerents,  each  possessed  of  the  rig! 
of  war,  one  of  which  rights  is  the  capture  and  destruction  of  veffl 
belonging  to  the  enemy  by  the  commissioned  vessels  of  the  belligerei 

If,  therefore,  the  Nashville  was  a  commissioned  vessel  belonging 
the  Confederate  States,  we  are  of  opinion  that  Captain  Nelson  has 
legal  rights  in  this  country  against  the  Nashville  or  her  commander. 

The  only  course  we  can  at  present  suggest  is  that  Captain  Neli 
should  apply  for  a  search-warrant  for  the  chronometer  and  barome 
taken  from  the  Harvey  Birch ;  and  if  the  officer  who  goes  on  board  i 
Nashville  is  satisfied  by  the  production  of  the  ship's  jmpers  and  i 
commander's  commission  that  the  Nashville  is  commissioned,  he  m 
withdraw,  and  no  remedy  remains  here  to  which  Captain  Nelson  c 
resort 

H.  M.  CAIRNS, 

J.  PAEKEB  DEANE. 

Lincoln's  Inn,  November  25,  1861. 


Messrs.  OUversouj  Lavie  &  Peachey  to  Mr.  Mane. 

Fbedebick  Place,  E.  C,  November  26j 

Deab  Sm :  We  beg  to  report  to  you  the  steps  which  have  been  take 

on  behalf  of  Captain  Nelson,  of  the  late  American  veflsd  the  Har«. 
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irch,  with  the  view  of  obtiuning  some  redress  for  the  destruction  of 
Is  vessel  by  Cai)taiu  Pegram,  of  the  Nashville,  now  at  Southampton, 
linmediately  the  case  was  brought  under  our  notice  we  had  a  consul- 
ition  with  those  eminent  counsel  Sir  Hugh  Cairns  and  Dr.  Deaiie,  and 
he  result  of  their  advice  is  embodied  in  the  A^Titten  opinion  which  they 
wave  since  given,  the  original  of  which  we  beg  to  inclose. 
In  pursuance  of  their  advice,  we  attended  with  Captain  Nelson  before 
he  lord  mayor  of  London  and  applied  for  a  search-warrant  directed  to 
}aptain  I*egi*ain,  who  has  still  on  board  his  vessel  the  barometer  and 
(Uier  articles  belonging  to  the  owners  of  the  Harvey  Birch,  together 
rith  the  papers  of  that  vessel,  the  primary  object  of  this  application 
leing  to  compel  the  captain  of  the  Nashville  to  produce  the  authority 
inder  which  he  is  acting,  so  that  it  might  be  clearly  seen  whether  or 
Mt  the  Nashville  is  a  commissioned  vessel  belonging  to  the  Confederate 
kates;  for,  if  that  question  be  answered  in  the  afiftrmative,  it  is  con- 
lidered  that,  as  our  government  treats  the  Federal  and  Confederate 
Kites  as  alike  entitled  to  be  considered  as  belligerents.  Captain  Nelson 
wmld  have'no  legal  rights  in  this  country  against  the  Nashville  or  her 
Bommander. 

The  lord  mayor  of  London,  as  we  apprehended,  considered  that  he 
^  no  jurisdiction,  the  Nashville  being  at  Southampton,  and  the  act 
laving  been  committed  altogether  beyond  his  jurisdiction.  He,  how- 
ler, acted  with  great  kindness,  and  handed  Captain  Nelson  a  private 
ote  of  introduction  to  the  mayor  of  Southampton. 
We  then  proceeded  to  Southampton  with  Captain  Nelson  and  a  dis- 
*et  and  experienced  officer  of  the  police  force  of  this  city,  but  in 
Uisequence  of  the  absence  of  the  mayor  of  Southampton  and  other 
agistrates  the  application  could  not  be  made  until  yesterday. 
Yesterday  the  ai)plication  was  formally  made  to  the  magistrates  of 
mthami)ton,  but  they  felt  the  case  to  be  one  of  so  much  delicacy  that 
iw  declined  to  interfere  without  the  sanction  of  the  secretary  of  state. 
The  result  being  at  once  communicated  to  us  by  telegraph,  we  im- 
tediately  addressed  a  letter  to  Earl  Kussell,  soliciting  his  assistfince. 
Not  having  received  any  answer  to  this  application,  we  this  morning 
^tended  at  the  Foreign  Office  and  had  an  interview  with  his  lordship's 
^cretary,  who  informed  us  that  our  application  had  been  submitted  to 
le  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  and  that  immediately  their  advice  was 
nown  we  should  receive  an  answer. 

We  think  it  very  doubtful,  indeed,  that  the  government  will  interfere. 
Ve  should  suggest  that  a  careful  watch  should  be  kept  upon  the  Nash- 
ille  and  her  proceedings,  so  that  if  any  attempt  be  made  to  deal  with 
i«r,  80  asin  any  manner  to  infringe  our  foreign  enlistment  act,  the  law 
nay  be  immediately  brought  to  bear  upon  the  offemlers. 

Id  our  opinion,  the  government  will  not  interfere  in  any  way  to  assist 
*e  vessels  of  either  the  Federalists  or  the  Confederate  States,  but  will 
eave  them  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  ordinary  rules  of  neutrality ; 
^iid  in  case  these  should  in  any  instance  be  overstepped,  the  offenders 
^  be  left  to  be  dealt  wijh  according  to  the  laws  of  England. 
We  are,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

OLlVEliSON,  LAVIE  &  PEACHEY. 

P«  H.  MoBSE,  Esq.,  cfcc,  <£t.,  &c. 

American  Consul. 

36  A  c — ^VOL.  n 
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Messrs.  Oliverson^  Lavie  cfe  Peachey  to  Mr.  Morse. 

Frederick  Place,  E.  C,  November  27, 1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  We  beg  to  baud  you  a  copy  of  our  letter  to  Earl  Vimat^ 
to  which  we  have,  at  the  present  moment,  no  answer. 

We  do  not  consider  that  the  circumstances  mentioned  to  us  by  Mr. 
Stringer,  in  reference  to  the  Nashville,  will  afford  an^'  means  of  obtam- 
ing  redress  in  this  country.  The  whole  depends  upon  the  questk* 
whether  she  is  or  not  a  vessel  commissioned  by  the  Confederate  StatA 
If  she  be,  the  captain  and  owners  of  the  Harvey  Birch  are,  we  feir, 
without  redress. 

We  are,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

0LIVER80N,  LAYIE  &  PEACHEY. 

Consul  Morse,  i&c.^  d&c,  &c. 

[For  letter  of  Oliverson,  Lavie  &  Peachey  to  Lord  Bussell,  and  te 
reply  of  Mr.  Layard  to  the  same,  see  antej  Nos.  7  and  9,  from  Bntkl 
Blue  Book,  "  North  America,''  No.  6, 1862.J 


Mr,  Morse  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  44,]         Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

London  J  December  7, 1S61. 

Sir  :  As  I  anticipated,  our  efforts  to  make  the  Nashville  sbow  tke 
authority  under  which  she  sails  and  destroys  American   ships  have 
proved  fruitless.    Our  legal  advisers  informed  me  last  evening  that 
nothing  more  could  be  done  here. 

It  has  not  yet  been  ascertained  whether  she  is  a  privateer,  a  confed- 
erate ship  put  in  commission  by  the  insurgents,  or  a  pirate. 

We  charge  her  with  being  a  pirate,  even  judged  by  the  laws  of  this 
realm,  and  the  charge  has  not  been  disproved,  unless  the  officers  con- 
mission  in  the  "confederate"  navy  commissions  everything  he  go« 
on  board  of.  ••••••  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

F.  H.  MOBSE,  dmsuL 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,''  No.  6, 1862,  p.  13.] 

No.  13. 
Mr.  Hammond  to  Mr,  Elliot 

* 

Foreign  Office,  November  30, 186L 

Sir  :  I  have  laid  before  Earl  Eussell  your  letter  of  the  29th  iDstant 
and  I  am  to  state  to  you,  in  reply,  for  the  information  of  the  Duke « 
Newcastle,  that  his  lordship  entirely  concurs  in  the  answer  which  it  i« 
proposed  to  return  to  the  dispatch  from  the  governor  of  Bermuda  re- 
porting his  proceedings  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  Hie  ooofederrt^ 
steamer  Nashville  to  that  island. 
I  am,  &C., 

E.  HAMHOHB. 


THE   NASHVILLE.  563 

[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6, 1862,  p.  13.] 

No.  14. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RusselL 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londan,  December  2,  1861. 

?he  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinars'  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
lie  United  States,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  note 
u  the  right  honorable  Earl  Russell,  her  Majesty's  principal  secre- 
Y  of  state  for  foreign  aflfairs,  dated  on  the  28th  of  November,  and  in 
wer  to  the  note  of  the  undersigned  soliciting  an  investigation  into 

ca«e  of  the  armed  steamer  the  Nashville. 

VTiilst  the  undersigned  regrets  that  her  Majesty's  government  has 
ermined  to  give  what  he  cannot  but  think  a  liberal  construction  to 

evidence  furnished  of  the  chanicter  of  the  voyage  of  the  Nashville, 
3  yet  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  to  him  to  learn  the  intention  ex- 
ssed  by  the  government  to  apply  all  its  power  to  the  prevention  of 
asures  taken  within  this  kingdom  by  ill-disposed  persons  to  fit  out 
en^rises  of  a  hostile  character  to  the  United  States.  The  under- 
ued  entertains  no  doubt  that  this  information,  which  has  been  already 
Dsmitted  by  him  to  this  government,  will  be  received  with  much 
asure. 

The  undersigned,  &c., 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[Extract.] 

>.  84.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

^  London  J  December  6,  1861. 

Sir:  •  •  •  •  • 

The  Nashville  is  now  in  dock  undergoing  repair,  and  I  learn  that  she 
ill  go  out  toward  the  last  of  the  month,  bent  on  mischief.  They  will 
y  to  increase  her  armament,  and  the  sympathy  of  the  people  is  now 
•  great  as  to  favor  their  success  in  a  clandestine  manner,  but  if  I  can 
it  the  requisite  evidence  I  have  no  doubt  that  Lord  Russell  would  exert 
mself  to  procure  her  condemnation.  He  voluntarily  suggested  to  me 
le  adoption  of  a  course  w  hich  some  years  since  ended  in  the  seizure  of 
sveral  vessels  designed  to  go  to  the  insurgents  in  Sicily.  I  did  not  then 
nrsue  it,  for  reasons  which  exist  no  longer. 

Captain  Nelson  has  failed  in  his  efforts  to  get  his  case  before  the 
3urts.    He  has  just  been  here  to  tell  me  so. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

^86.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  December  11,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  brief  note  from 
^1  BoBselly  dated  the  8th  instant,  together  with  copies  of  the  two 
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inclosiires  which  accompauied  it  from  the  custom-house,  at  London,  con- 
taining reports  of  the  repairs  now  being  made  on  the  steamship  )s'ash- 
ville  at  Southampton. 

This  is  the  latest  information  I  have  received  from  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment respecting  this  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  December  8, 1861. 

Earl  Eussell  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  has  the 
honor  to  send  him  copies  of  letters  received  from  the  home  department, 
in  reference  to  the  Nashville. 


jlfr.  Waddington  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Whitehall,  December  6, 186L 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  Mr.  Cli ve's  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo,  I  u 
directed  %  Secretary  Sir  George  Grey  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  inftr- 
ination  of  Earl  Eussell,  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  commis- 
sioners of  customs,  reporting  the  steps  which  they  have  taken  in  the  cue 
of  the  steamer  Nashville. 
I  am,  &c., 

H.  WADDINGTOy. 


[IncloBure.] 

Mr.  Gardner  to  Mr.  Waddington. 

Custom-House,  London, 

December  5yl^ 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  commissioners  of  her  Mtyesty's  customs  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  signifying  th 
request  of  Secretary  Sir  G.  Grey  to  be  informed  what  steps  they  to* 
in  regard  to  the  steamer  NashWlle,  and  whether  anything  has  come  to 
their  knowledge  since  the  date  of  Mr.  Olive's  letter  of  the23d  nltimoto 
justify  interference  on  their  part;  and  I  am  to  acquaint  you  that* 
receipt  of  Mr.  Olive's  letter,  the  board  transmitted  to  the  oollectof  t* 
Southampton  a  copy  of  the  letter,  and,  with  reference  to  tlie  Act  9^ 
Geo.  Ill,  caj).  69,  and  her  Majesty's  order  in  council  of  the  13tii  of  Kff 
last,  directed  him  forthwith  to  report  any  alterations  or  fittings  of  ak* 
tile  nature  which  might  take  place  on  board.  And  the  board  havetkii 
day  been  informed  by  their  cx)llector,  '*that  the  Nasb^nlle  has  iwAvci9 
been  placed  in  dry  dock,  not  repaired  at  present  beyond  calkiiig  aiA 
This  afternoon  will  decide  what  future  repairs  she  requires.'' 

The  collector  proposes  to  report  further  particulars^  and  190a  lae^ 
thereof  the  board  will  acquaint  you  therewith. 
I  have,  &c., 

F.  a  oABintt 
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Mr,  Waddington  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Whitehall,  December  7, 1861. 

:e:  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo,  respecting  the 
mer  Nashville,  I  am  directed  by  Secretary  Sir  Greorge  Grey  to  trans- 
to  you,  to  be  laid  before  the  Earl  Russell,  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  fur- 
letter  from  the  commissioners  of  cnstoms,  reporting  on  the  alteration 
»08ed  to  be  made  in  that  vessel. 
I  am,  &c., 

H.  WADDINGTON. 


Mr.  Oardner  to  Mr.  Waddington. 

Customhouse,  December  6, 1861. 

b:  I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  Secretary 
&.  Grey,  with  reference  to  my  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  that  the 
ers  of  this  revenue  at  Southampton  have  rei)orted  to  the  board  that 
steamship  Nashville  has  not  hitherto  undergone  any  further  repairs 
1  calking  aloft. 

be  vessel  was  yesterday  taken  into  dry  dock,  in  order  to  a«e^rtain 
amount  of  damage  sustained  by  her  keel  in  coming  out  of  Charles- 
harbor,  and  the  officers  have  been  informed  by  the  shipbuilder  who 
undertaken  to  i)erform  whatever  repairs  may  be  necessary,  and  who 
f  state  may  be  fully  relied  on,  that  beyond  restoring  the  keel,  and 
lacing  the  paddles,  which  are  off  the  wheels,  and  also  placing  some 
ms  athwart  to  strengthen  her,  no  alterations  or  fittings  are  likely  to 
B  place. 
I  am,  &c., 

F.  G.  GARDNEE. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

141.]  Depart]!o:nt  of  State, 

Washingtonj  December  12,  1861. 

IB:  Your  dispatch  of  November  23  (No.  77)  has  been  received  and 
mitted  to  the  President.  I  am  instnicted  by  him  to  approve  of  all 
r  proceedings,  as  thus  reported,  in  reference  to  the  shelter  and  pro- 
ion  afforded  to  the  Nashville,  a  privateer  steamer,  which  entered 

port  of  Southampton  immediately  after  she  had  captured  and 
lax)yed  the  Har\^ey  Birch,  belonging  to  the  mercantile  marine  of  this 
Dtiy. 

Fpon  carefully  reading  your  dispatch,  I  found  no  occasion  for  suggest- 
any  new  arguments  in  support  of  your  position,  as  I  am  pleased  to 
there  is  none  for  urging  your  zealous  and  persistent  prosecution  of 
sabject. 

•revious  communications  from  us  to  the  British  government  suffi- 
itly  show  that  the  harboring  in  British  ports  of  pirates  engaged  in 
redating  ui)on  our  commerce  cannot  go  on  without  involving  the 
388ity  of  revising  our  whole  system  of  commercial  reLations  with  the 
3ish  government. 
Te  consent,  however,  to  hope  that  this  new  and  flagrant  occurrence 

arrested  the  serious  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government,  and 
t^  it  will  result  in  bringing  about  some  resolution  of  the  whole  sub- 
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ject  consistent  with  the  just  expectations  of  the  United  States  so  often 
already  exi)ressed. 

The  Navy  Department  will  not  neglect  the  interests  of  oiu*  commeice 
in  this  new  and  distinct  experience,  whatever  may  be  the  diflicultj-  or 
the  cost. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  etc,  cfec,  cfec. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  6,  18G2,  p.  15.] 

No.  18. 

Mr.  Waddington  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

No.  18.]  Whitehall,  December  16, 1861. 

Sin:  With  reference  to  the  previous  corresi>ondence  upon  the  same 
subject,  I  am  directed  by  Secretary  Sir  George  Grey  to  transmit  to  yw 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  town  clerk  of  Southampton,  reporting?  that 
the  Nashville  is  now  lying  in  the  graving  dock  at  that  i)ort,  aud  that 
certain  repairs  are  now  being  made  to  her;  and  1  am  to  request  that 
you  will  lav  the  same  before  Earl  liussell. 
1  am,  &c., 

H.  WADDINGTON. 


[Inclosure.] 

Mr.  DecLcon  to  Sir  O.  Orey. 

Town  Clekk's  OffkTe, 

Southampton^  December  13, 186L 

SiK :  With  reference  to  my  letter  to  you  of  the  27th  ultimo,  relative 
to  the  steamship  Nashville,  I  am  directed  by  the  worshipfid  the  Mayor 
of  this  borough,  to  inform  you  that  the  Nashville  is  now  lying  in  the 
graving  dock  of  this  port,  and  that  certain  repairs  are  now  "beiog  made 
to  her. 

I  aui,  &c., 

CHAELES  E.  DEACON,  Town  Clerh 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6,  1802,  p.  15.] 

No.  19. 
Mr.  Hammond  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Foreign  Office,  December  10, 1861. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Russell  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  let- 
ter from  the  home  office*  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  frooi  the  to« 
clerk  of  Southampton,  reporting  that  the  confederate  steamer  Nashvifc 
is  undergoing  certain  rep«airs  at  that  port;  and  I  am  to  request  that  !■ 
layingthe  same  before  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  J0> 
will  state  to  their  lordships  that  Lord  Kassell  would  consider  it  sati^ 
tory  if  the  naval  officer  at  Southampton  were  instructed  to  viait  tte^ 
vessel  and  to  report  what  is  taking  place  on  board  her. 
I  am,  &c., 

*  See  No.  id  &om  BiitaakBYuc^  Book,  <<  North  Ameiioft,"  No.  6^  180^ 
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m 

Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Seward. 

>.  46.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Landotij  December  20, 1861. 

SiB:  I  berewitli  forwanl  the  affidavit  of  Frederick  Williams,  who 
18  one  of  the  cooks  of  the  confederate  steamer  Nashville.  He  is  au 
iiisnally  intelligent  and  well-behaved  seaman,  and  seems  very  much 
atitied  to  get  dear  of  the  crafL 

You  will  notice  what  he  says  about  the  inter\iew  between  Captain 
*agram  and  the  governor  of  Bennuda,  in  which  the  captain  denied  that 
e  Xashville  was  either  a  privateer  or  a  confederate  ship. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

F.  H.  MORSE,  Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  Stnte. 

[For  affidavit  inclosed  see  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 
0.  ^,  January  2, 1862,  post,] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

o.  154.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  December  30,  1861. 

Sib  :  Your  dispatch  of  December  11  (Xo.  86)  has  been  received.    It 
elates  to  the  repairs  of  the  Nashville. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  British  government  have  bestowed 
>  myeh  attentiou  upon  the  subject  of  the  repairs  of  the  Nashville. 
I  forbear,  however,  at  the  present  moment,  for  reasons  which  you 
^ill  understand,  from  special  remark  upon  the  general  subject. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dr.,  dr.,  ct-o. 


tFiora  British  Blue  Book,  *» North  America,"  No.  6, 1862,  p.  18.] 

No.  24. 
Mr.  Hammond  to  Sir  F.  Rogers. 

Foreign  Office,  January  1, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  am  dii^ectcd  by  Earl  Russell  to  transmit  to  you,  to  be  laid 
before  tlie  Dike  of  Newcastle,  the  accompanying^  copy  of  a  note  from 
fte  United  Sfcites  minister  at  this  court,  inclosing  a  deposition  which 
fcw  been  made  by  a  seaman  of  the  Nashville,  from  which  it  would 
m)ear  that  cotnmander  Peagram  represented  to  the  governor  of  Ber- 
muda that  the  Nashville  wsis  strictly  a  merchant  vessel,  and  not  a  ship 
tfvar;  and  I  am  to  request  that  you  will  move  his  grace  ta  cause 
inquiry  to  be  made  of  the  governor  as  to  the  tiiith  of  this  statement. 
I  am,  &c., 

E,  HAMMOND. 

• 

(For  note  and  deposition  inclosed  see  dispatch  No.  97,  of  Mr.  Adams 
^  Mr.  Seward,  dated  January  2, 1SG2,  post.\ 
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Mr.  Adatm  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

« 

No.  97.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  January  2,  l!fil 

Sir  :  I  have  to  ackuowledgo-  the  reception  last  evening  of  dis]iit(te 
numbered  from  141  to  146,  both  incluvsive. 

Under  the  (jontinued  suspense  as  to  the  issue  of  the  diflficnlty  wspert- 
ing  the  Trent,  1  know  not  that  there  is  much  necessity  for  adyeitingto 
topics  of  minor  importance.  I  shall,  therefore,  content  mysetf  wBk 
transmitting  copies  of  the  further  correspondence  that  has  takeapbM 
between  Lord  liussell  and  myself  on  the  subject  of  the  Nash\iUe.  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  the  supervision  of  the  outfit  of  thatyesttl 

on  the  part  of  the  government  has  been  faithful  and  thorough. 

*  *  *  •  •  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FKANCIS  ADAXS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adam^. 

Foreign  Office,  December  27,  IM. 

Lord  Russell  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  has  the 
honor  to  transmit  to  him,  herewith,  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  ly  the 
superintendent  of  packets  at  Southampton  to  the  Secretary  of  tk  Ad- 
miralty, respecting  the  nature  of  the  repairs  which  hj\ve  been  executed 
in  that  port  on  board  the  steamer  Nashville. 

Lord  Russell  requests,  &c. 


The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond, 

Admiralty,  December  24, 1861 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  I  am  com- 
manded by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send  you  here- 
with, for  the  information  of  the  secretary  of  state  for  foreigi  a£fiEiin, » 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Patey,  captain  superintendent  of  packets 
at  Southampton,  dat^ed  the  23d  instant,  reporting  that  onjr  the  nectt* 
sary  repairs  have  been  executed  on  board  the  so-styled  Confederate 
States  steamer  Nashville,  now  in  dock  at  Southampton  and  stating 
that -no  steps  whatever  have  been  taken  to  fit  her  more  canptetdy  asi 
vessel  of  war  since  her  arrival  at  that  port 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  20MAINE 


Captain  Patey  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admirdty. 

Southampton,  Deeenf>er  23^  19SL 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  directinjr  me  toTisii 
the  confederate  steamer  Nashville,  and  report  what  is  taking  {daoeoB' 
board  that  vessel,  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  for  UielinferMtiei 
of  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  that  I  oaTefliil  dogr  Tii^ 
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tb^  ship  in  question,  which  is  in  dry  dock ;  though  I  have  personally  and 
Aadly  heretofore  taken  notice  of  what  has  passed  in  regard  to  the  Nash- 
ville, and  am  therefore  in  a  position  to  report  that  no  repairs  have  taken 
IP'^^ce  but  what  wiis  found  absolutely  necessary  for  making  good  a  few 
%^ifling  defects  she  sustained  in  her  passage  to  this  country,  such  as  re- 
nug  boarding,  gratings,  and  water-closets,  washed  away  in  a  heavy 
from  the  port  sponson  and  paddle-box.  A  few  shei»ts  of  copper  have 
J  been  replaced,  to  make  good  rubs  which  the  ship's  bottom  met  with 
fcy  touching  the  gi*ound  in  crossing  the  bar  at  (-harleston;  some  calk- 
^ig  has  likewise  been  done  in  parts  that  were  found  to  be  leaky,  conse- 
jfcent  npon  the  heavy  weather  which  the  ship  encountered  in  crossing 
we  Atlantic. 

I  beg  to  add  that  the  Nashville  has  not  in  any  way  equipped  herself 
ore  completely  as  a  vessel  of  war  since  her  arrival  at  8outhami)ton. 
Bhe  is  at  i)resent  detained  in  dr>'  dock  in  consi»quence  of  another  ship 
^teing  in  the  same  dock  with  the  ]>lanking  off  her  bottom. 

I  deem  it  right  to  state  that  Captain  Peagram,  of  the  Naslnille,  has, 
Aom  the  first,  most  willingly  evinced  a  disposition  that  not  anything 
<dioald  be  undertaken  without  first  acquainting  me. 
I  am,  &c., 

C.  G.  E.  PATEY, 
Captain  Superintendent  Packet  Servi<!e. 


Mr.  Adanis  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Ijondon^  December  28,  1861. 

Mr.  Adams,  the  minister  of  the  United  States,  prescMits  his  compli- 
ments to  Ijonl  Russell,  and  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception, 
on  two  several  occasions,  of  copies  of  letters  addressed  by  the  sui)erin- 
tendent  of  packets  to  the  admiralty,  respecting  the  nature  of  the  repairs 
^"bich  have  been  executed  in  the  port  of  Southamjjton  on  board  the 
Steamer  Nashville.    It  is  a  source  of  gratification  to  him  to  observe  the 
oontinned  supervision  exercist»d  by  her  Majesty's  goveniment  over  the 
outfit  of  that  vessel. 

Mr.  Adams  seizes  the  opportunity  thus  afforded  him  to  submit  to  the 

OQimideration  of  Lord  Russell  the  copy  of  another  deiK)sition  taken 

l^efwe  Mr.  Freeman  H.  Morse,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  in  London, 

Of  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Nashville  on  her  late  voyage.     If  the  state- 

lient  therein  made  be  in  accordance  with  fact,  then  it  would  api>earthat 

tie  representation  given  by  the  master  of  that  vessel  to  the  govenmrof 

fiernmda  of  the  character  of  his  voyage,  upon  which,  ahme,  he  succeeded 

i^  obtaining  from  him  supplies  of  coal,  is  in  conflict  with  the  coustruc- 

tion  given  to  it  by  her  Majesty's  government  on  the  vessel's  arrival  here, 

^d  much  more  nearly  approximates  the  view  of  the  case  first  taken  by 

^r.  Adams.    The  verification  of  this  fact,  or  otherwise,  is  fortunately  in 

^e  power  of  her  Majesty's  government  by  reference  to  the  governor  of 

Bermuda.    Although,  if  found  to  be  true,  it  might  arrive  too  late  to  be 

J^ Service  in  the  present  instance,  Mr.  Adams  ventures  to  indulge  the 

'^  that  this  example  may  serve  as  an  inducement  to  the  application 

JJf  a  more  favorable  rule  hereafter  for  the  prevention  of  abuses  under 

^e  shelter  of  so-called  belligerent  rights. 

Hr«  Adams  begs,  &c. 
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[luclosure.] 

Deposition  of  Frederick  Williams, 

I,  Frederick  Williams,  of  Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts Uii- 
ted  States  of  America,  ship's  cook  and  steward,  do  solemnly  swear  thit 
I  sailed  from  the  port  of  New  York  in  the  month  of  November,  18j50,ii 
the  ship  Mackinaw,  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  Captain  WiSm 
Hammer,  bound  to  Liveriiool.    Arrived  at  Liveri>ool  about  the  244  4 
December,  and  remained  there  until  the  latter  end  of  Febru^  or  Ai 
commencement  of  March,  when  I  again  sailed  in  the  ship  for  Chaita* 
ton,  with  a  cargo  of  coal,  and  anived  at  Charleston  about  the  8tli  m 
9th  of  April,  a  few  days  before  Fort  Sumter  was  bombarded.  Iw 
then  discharged,  and  remained  in  Charleston  until  the  25th  of  Septembai 
on  which  day  I  shipped  at  Black's  shipping  office  as  second  cookof  fli 
steamer  Nashville^  of  Charleston,  for  a  voyage  to  England  and  one  (ff 
two  other  foreign  ports,  and  back  to  Charleston,  and  on  the  same  day  I 
went  on  board  the  vessel,  which  was  then  lying  alongside  the  NewTok 
steamboat  dock,  where  she  usually  lay.    Captain  Murray,  her  and 
captain,  still  had  charge  of  her;  nearly  all  the  crew  were  thenonboaii 
being  at  work  cleaning  the  vessel  and  putting  her  in  order,  as  she  m 
been  laid  up  five  or  six  months.    About  a  week  or  ten  days  after  1  Ini 
joined,  fourteen  or  fifteen  naval  officers  came  on  board  with  their  l)!^ 
gage.    I  was  told  that  they  were  going  as  passengers  to  England  totito 
command  when  they  arrived,  of  vessels  of  war  that  were  fitting  oat  ii . 
England  for  the  Confederate  States.    After  this  time  1  (having  first  pit 
my  clothes  <m  board)  was  not  allowed  to  communicate  with  the  shore,  wf  I 
were  any  of  the  crew  permitted  to  do  so.    I  asked  Captain  Murray  to 
let  me  go  ashore.    He  replied  that  he  had  nothing  more  to  say  on  boari 
the  vessel  now  than  I  had^  and  told  me  to  go  to  one  "of  the  naval  offi- 
cers.   Between  their  coming  on  board  and  the  vessel's  sailing  about 
thre^  weeks  elapsed,  and  in  this  time  two  rifled  cannon  were  brought 
on  board  and  placed  forward.    Messrs.  Slidell  and  Mak>n  and  their 
families  and  baggage  cjime  on  board,   and  I  understood   that  they 
were  going  as  passengers,  but  they  afterwards  left  the  vessel.    During 
all  this  time  a  small  steamer  went  out  of  the  harbor  daily  to  detenniM 
the  exact  position  of  the  United  States  blockading  squaidron,  and  this 
information  was  communicated  to  the  officers.    One  night  in  the  latter 
end  of  October  steam  was  got  up,  and  the  Nash\ille  steamed  out  rf 
l)ort,  great  precautions  being  used  to  avoid  the  blockading  vessA 
Three  and  a  half  days  afterward  we  arrived  at  Bermuda  and  came  to 
anchor,  the  vessel  tiying  at  the  peak  the  Confederate  States  flag  and» 
X)ennant  at  the  maiu.    The  governor  of  Bermuda  came  on  Ixmnl  the 
8hii>  and  saw  Captain  Peagi'am  and  his  officers,  and  I  heard  Captain 
Peagram  tell  the  governor,  as  they  walked  along  the  deck  with  the  liwt 
lieutenant,  ^'You  must  understand,  governor,  that  this  is  not  a  nav)* 
vessel ;  if  she  were,  we  should  have  arms  and  regulations  accorcUugiy. 
She  is  strictly  a  merchant  vessel.''    The  governor  had  pre\iously  inti- 
mated that  if  she  were  not  strictly  a  merchantman,  she  would  not  be 
permitt€»d  to  coal.    The  ship  was  in  want  of  coal,  as  she  bad  ooiiie  oat 
of  Charleston  light  to  enable  her  to  get  more  readily  over  the  bar.   Upoi 
this  guarantee  of  Captain  Peagram — that  she  was  a  merchant  ship-w 
Nashville  was  allowed  to  coal,  and  about  400  or  500  tons  were  takfli 
on  board.    !Not  being  permitted  to  go  ashore,  I  wrote  a  letter  of  eo* 
plaint  to  the  American  consul,  and  sent  it  ashore  by  a  laborer.  I 
received  no  reply,  but  on  the  following  day  the  first  lienteoaiitappeirrf 
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ave  heard  of  it  and  called  me.  He  said  to  me,  "You  scoundrel, 
bave  been  communicating  with  the  enemy.  You  have  forfeitea 
'  life,  and  will  be  hanged  at  the  yard-arm.''  I  was  then  put  in  irons 
placed  in  the  hold  amongst  the  coal,  and  I  remained  in  irons  three 
i,  when  I  was  liberated.  We  were  out  of  sight  of  land.  I  was  then 
forward  until  about  the  15th  of  November,  when  I  was  again  sent 
16  galley.  On  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  Novembei*  we  fell  in  with 
American  ship,  which  was  found  to  be  the  Harvey  Birch,  of  New 
k,  Nelson,  master,  from  Havre  to  New  York  in  ballast.  The  gang- 
8  in  the  way  of  guns  were  removed,  muskets  were  served  out,  and 
officers  buckled  on  their  swords,  and  the  flag  of  the  so  called  Con- 
rate  States  was  set.  The  Nash\ille  then  ran  alongside  the 
vey  Birch,  ordered  her  to  heave-to,  ordered  the  captain  on  board, 
ultimately  took  the  whole  crew  out  of  her,  and  after  the  second 
tenant's  boat  left  I  saw  that  the  ship  was  on  lire.  The  crew  of  the 
vey  Birch,  excepting  the  officers,  were  put  in  irons  and  kept  in 
8  until  they  anived  at  Southampton,  where  they  were  liberated  and 
«red  to  go  ashore.  But  I  was  not  permitted  to  leave  the  vessel,  and 
ing  that  I  had  been  deceived,  I  deserted  from  her.  In  Charleston, 
r  the  officers  came  on  board,  the  purser  produced  new  shipping  arti- 
,  which  the  crew  were  compelled  to  sign,  as  they  knew  they  would 
I  danger  if  they  did  not.  The  baggage  of  Slidell  and  Mason  was  taken 
of  the  Nashville  directly  before  the  steamer  Theodore  left  Charles- 
which  vessel  left  twelve  or  fourteen  days  before  the  Nashville^ and- 
as  known  in  Charleston  before  the  Nash\^lle  sailed  that  the  Theo- 
I  had  arrived  safely  at  Havana  with  Slidell  and  Mason  on  board. 

FREDERICK  WILLIAMS. 

^om  before  me,  in  the  consulate  of  the  United  States  at  London, 
19th  day  of  December,  18G1. 

F.  H.  MORSE,  Consul. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adanis. 

Foreign  Office,  January  1, 1862. 

Drd  Russell  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Adams  and  has  the 
OT  to  inform  him,  in  reply  to  his  note  of  the  28th  ultimo,  that  he 
immediately  communicate  with  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  with  the 
7  of  obt<aining  from  the  governor  of  Bermuda  a  correct  account  of 
representation  made  to  him  by  the  commander  of  the  Nashville. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  *' North  America/'  No.  6, 1862,  p.  19.] 

No.  25. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Ad>iiralty,  January  10, 1862. 

[R:  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to 
I  you  here\nth,  for  the  iiiforinati(m  of  her  Majesty's  secretary  of 
e  for  foreign  affairs,  a  coi>y  of  a  telegram  received  this  day  from 
tain  Patey  relative  to  certain  proceedings  of  officers  and  men 
viging  to  the  United  States  ship  of  war  Tuscarora  with  regard  to 
KashviUe,  a  vessel  of  war  belonging  to  the  so  styled  Confederate 
iee  at  Southampton. 
I  am,  &c.« 
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[Inclosure.] 

Captain  Patey  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

[Telegraphic] 

Southampton,  January  10,  ISffi. 

Last  night  at  eight,  dock-master  rei)orted  having  discovered  in  ttij 
dock  two  officers  and  three  men  from  Tuscaroni,  who  stated  tbw  j 
were  on  shore  under  orders  watching  Nashville,  and  to  signal  sbooi. 
she  get  under  weigh.    Dock-mast<jr  removed  them  from  the  dock. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,''  No.  6, 1862,  p.  19.] 

Ko.  26. 
Mr.  Hammond  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty, 

Foreign  Office,  January  10, 1862 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Russell  to  request  that  you  will  acquaiiA 
the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  with  reference  to  your  kite 
of  this  day,  inclosing  a  telegram  from  Southampton  resjiecting 
United  States  steamer  Tuscarora  at  that  port,  that  his  lonlshipiii 
opinion  that  orders  should  immediately  be  given  for  placing  a  ship 
^war,  of  superior  force,  a«  near  Southampton  as  the  circumstances  of  4l 
case  may  appear  to  require,  in  order  to  prevent  any  hostilities  takii| 
place  within  British  waters  between  the  federal  and  confederate  steamai 
now  lying  at  or  near  Southampton,  and  with  instructions,  in  the  eveitf 
of  either  of  those  steamers  proceeding  to  sea,  not  to  allow  the  other  to 
start  in  pursuit  of  her  until  the  expiration  of  twenty-four  hours. 
I  am,  &c., 

E.  HAMMOD. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6,  1862,  p.  20.1 

Ko.  28. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr  Hammond. 

AlJMiRALTY,  January  11, 186i 

Sir:  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  reqnesthif 
that  measures  may  be  takeu  to  prevent  any  hostilities  taking  platt 
withiu  British  waters  •  between  the  federal  and  so-styled  confedertto 
steamers  now  lying  in  Southamptou  water,  I  am  commanded  by  my  lorii 
commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send  you  herewith,  for  the  infonni- 
tion  of  Earl  Russell,  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  a^ldressed  I? 
Captain  Willcox,  of  her  Majesty's  ship  Dauntless,  to  Captain  Craven, 
commanding  the  federal  steamer  Tuscarora,  on  this  subject. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  a  EOMAINB. 


[Inclosare.] 

Captain  Willcox  to  Captmn  Craven^  U.  8,  N. 

Dauntless,  Southampton,  Janmarjf  1«,  1** 

Sir:  Having  observed  preparations  for  departure  in  the  Ufl^ 
States  steamer  Tuscarora,  under  your  command,  and  also  in  the  OobM' 


^i 
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Itates  steamer  Nashville,  I  beg  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have 
I  instructions  to  prevent  any  hostility  taking  place  in  British 
and  I  beg  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  usual  law  of  nations, 
equires  that  twenty -tour  hours  should  elapse  before  the  departure 
>elligerent  ship  in  pursuit  of  the  other. 

ng  upon  your  good  judgment  in  this  matter,  and  the  friendly 
existing  between  the  two  governments,  I  have,  &c., 

JAMES  WILLCOX. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  **  North  America,"  No.  6, 1862,  p.  20.] 

No.  29. 
The  Secretary  to  tht  Admiralty  to  Mr,  Hammond. 

Admiralty,  January  11, 1862. 

I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty 
herewith,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Kussell,  copy  of  a  telegram 
las  been  received  from  Captain  Patey,  at  Southampton,  stating 
e  two  American  vessels  Nashville  and  Tuscarora  would  not 
I  to  sea  within  twenty -four  hours  after  the  departure  of  either. 
'.  am,  &c.,  ' 

O.  PAGET. 


[iDclosure.] 

Captain  Patey  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

[Telegraphic] 

Southampton,  January  11, 1862. 

5  seen  captains  of  both  American  ships.  Have  received  written 
»8,  one  will  not  follow  the  other  to  sea  within  twenty-four  hours, 
bserve  strict  neutrality. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6, 1862,  p.  21.] 

No.  30. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Admiralty,  January  13,  1862. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  I  am  commanded 
lonis  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  transmit  herewith,  for 
3mmtion  of  Earl  Russell,  a  coi)y  of  a  letter,  dated  the  11th  instant, 
aptain  Willcox,  of  the  Dauntless,  and  of  its  inclosure,  from  Com- 
r  Craven,  of  the  United  States  ship  of  war  Tuscarora,  as  to  the 
lings  of  that  ship  at  Southampton. 

[  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  ROMAINE. 
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[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Captain  Willcox  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 

Dauntless,  Southampton,  January  11, 1862. 

My  Lord  :  With  reference  to  a  communication  that  I  have  this  dq 
forwarded  to  the  commodore  comptroller  general,  I  have  the  honor  ti 
inclose  to  you,  for  the  information  of  their  lordships,  a  copy  of  a  r^ 
I  have  received  from  the  commander  of  the  United  States  ship  TuMt- 
rora. 

I  forward   this  to  your  lordship  direct  to  save   time,  having  ate 
written  to  the  commodore. 
I  have,  &c., 

JAMES  WILLCOX. 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Vommander  Craven,  U.  8.  If.j  to  Captain  Willcox. 

•     TuscARORA,  SouTHAiviPTON,  January  10, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
^tion  this  evening. 

I  am  not  aware  that  I  have  given  cause  for  your  assuming  that  I 
meditate  an  act  of  hostility  in  the  waters  of  Great  Britain. 

Claiming  the  right  of  free  access  to,  and  egress  from,  the  waters  of  a 
nation  believed  to  be  in  amity  with  the  United  States,  and  siucerely 
desirous  of  avoiding  all  semblance  of  oflense,  I  am,  &c., 

J.  AUG'S  CRAVEN. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  6, 1862,  p.  21.] 

Ko.  31. 

Tlie  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Admiralty,  January  13,  IMi 

Sir:  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiraBl 
to  request  you  will  state  to  Earl  Rnssell  that  telegrams  have  to» 
received  from  Captain  Patey,  at  Southampton,  reporting  that  theUnitel 
States  vessel  of  war  Tuscarora  left  that  port  this  morning,  and  ha> 
anchored  one  mile  to  the  westward  of  Calshot  light-ship. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G,  EOMAINE. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  <<  North  America,^  No.  6, 1802,  p.  21.] 

No.  32. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammumd. 

Admhultt,  JimiMrf  IS,  18tt 

Sib:  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  theadWind^^ 
acquaint  you^  for  the  information  of  Earl  Busselli  that  Gaptain  AMf 
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^rts  by  telegram  that  the  American  vessel  Tuscarora  has  returned 
€r  original  anchorage  at  the  entrance  of  the  Itchen  Channel. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  EOMAINE. 


*     L»om  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6, 1862,  pp.  22-32.] 

No.  33. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Admiralty,  January  13,  1862. 

K :  1  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to 
smit  herewith,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Eusscll,  a  copy  of  a  letter, 
d  the  11th  instant,  from  Captain  Patey,  the  senior  officer  of  her 
jsty's  ships  at  Southampton,  together  with  copies  of  the  correspond- 
whicli  has  passed  between  that  officer  and  the  commanders  of  the 
^rora  and  Nashville  respecting  the  detention  of  one  vessel  until  the 
ration  of  twenty -four  hours  after  the  other's  departure. 
1  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  ROMAINE. 


[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Captain  Patey  to  tlie  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Southampton,  January  11, 1862, 

!y  Lord:  Eeferring  to  your  telegram  delivered  to  me  at  2.15  a.  m.  of 

date,  directing  me  to  give  notice  to  both  Americans  that  I  had 

dved  orders  detaining  one  vessel  until  the  other  has  had  tw  enty-four 

rs'  start,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  herewith,  for  the  information 

he  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  copies  of  correspondence 

ch  has  taken  place  between  myself  and  the  commanders  of  the  Tus- 

)ra  and  Nashville,  respectively,  on  the  subject  in  question — inclosure 

2  being  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  captain  of  the  Tuscarora,  and 

osure  No.  3  copy  of  his  reply,  in  which  their  lordships  will  observe 

Nashville  is  designated  a  pirate ;  inclosure  No.  4  is  a  copy  of  my 

BT  to  commander  of  Nashville,  and  inclosure  No.  5  a  copy  of  his 

«rer  thereto. 

I  am,  &c., 

C.  G.  E.  PATEY. 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Captain  Patey  to  Commander  Craven^  U.  S.  N. 

AD^kHRALTY   OFFICE, 

Southampton^  January  11,  1862. 

[B:  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  received  orders  with 
>ect  to  the  ship  under  your  command  and  the  Nashville,  to  detain 
vessel  until  the  other  has  had  twenty -four  hours'  start. 
I  am*  &c.« 

C.  G.  E.  PATEY. 
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[Inclosure  No.  3.] 

Commafider  Craven,  U.  8.  K,  to  Captain  Patey. 

TuscABORA,  Southampton,  January  11, 1S» 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  o 
date. 

You  may  rest  assured  that  I  will  strictly  observe  all  the  hours  by  ^ 
international  intercourse  is  regulated,  and  will  not  depart  fh^m  thi 
within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  sailing  of  the  pirate  Nashville. 
I  shall  expect  of  you  a  strict  impartiality  in  this  matter. 
I  am,  &c., 

J.  AUG'S  CEAT 


[Inclosiire  No.  4.] 

Captain  Patey  to  Commander  Peagram,  C.  8.  N. 

Admiralty  Office, 
8outhampton,  January  11, 1 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  received  ordei 
respect  to  the  ship- under  your  command  and  the  Tuscarora,  to 
one  vessel  until  the  other  has  had  twenty-four  hours'  start- 
i  I  am,  &c., 

C.  G.  E,  PAT 


.  [Inclosure  No.  5.] 

Commander  Peagram,  C,  8.  JV.,  to  Captain  Patey. 

Kashville,  Southampton,  January  21, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  tette 
day's  date,  intimating  to  me  that  in  the  event  of  the  Tascarora  p 
ing  to  sea,  the  ship  under  my  command  is  not  to  leave  until  twen 
hours  ^all  have  elapsed  after  the  Tuscarora's  departure,  and  I 
assure  you  that  I  shall  rigidly  conform  to  the  instructions  of  yoi 
emment  in  this  respect,  and  you  may  depend  that  nothing  whatev< 
be  done  on  my  part  to  infringe  the  neutrality  of  this  port-. 
I-have,  &c., 

E.  B.  PEA6B 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6,  18G2,  p.  23.] 

No.  34. 

The  8ecretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr,  Hammond. 

Admiralty,  January  15, 

Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admii 
send  you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Bussell,  a  copy  of  a 
dated  the  14th  instant,  from  Cai>tain  Patey,  relative  to  the  Americ 
sels  Tuscarora  and  Nashville,  now  at  Southampton. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  BOMAl 

P«  S.— Tuscarora  weighed  and  passed  Galshot  at  2  p.  m.  to^B^,  h 
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[Inclosore.] 

Captain  Patey  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

[Extract.] 

Southampton,  January  14, 1862. 

have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  tlie  lords 
fcmis^oners  of  the  admiralty,  that  in  carrying  out  their  lordships' 
ers,  as  conveyed  to  me  by  your  telegram  received  at  2.15  a.  m.  of  the 
li  instant,  I  proceeded  early  in  the  morning  of  that  date  on  board  the 
jhville,  lyiQg  in  the  docks,  and  after  some  conversation  with  the  com- 
ider  of  that  vessel,  who  met  me  in  the  most  conciliatory  spirit,  show- 
the  greatest  anxiety  not  to  do  anything  which  could  in  the  slightest 
ree  tend  to  infringe  the  neutrality  of  this  port ;  and  after  which  eon- 
sation  I  handed  him  my  letter,  and  requested,  if  he  saw  no  objection, 
vonld  give  me  a  written  acknowledgment,  which  would  embody  what 
lad  already  stated.  This  he  immediately  did. 
.iter  communicating  with  the  Nashville,  it  then  blowing  a  heavy  gale 
rind,  I  was  unable  to  communicate  with  the  Tuscarora  until  two  p.  m. 
he  same  day,  when  I  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  tug,  and  by  that  means 
ihed  the  Tuscarora  in  the  stream,  on  board  which  ship  I  was  received 
ber  commander,  whom  I  informed  of  my  orders.  After  a  discussion 
rarious  points  involved  in  the  question  of  neutrality,  I  placed  in  his 
ds  the  communication  which  I  had  addressed  to  him.  At  the  same* 
e  I  stated  that,  to  prevent  any  possible  misunderstanding  in  the  mat- 

1  would  be  glad  to  receive  a  written  reply  from  him,  which,  after 
le  hesitation,  and  desultory  remarks  respecting  the  Nashville,  and  the 
called  Confederate  States  of  North  America  generally,  to  which  that 
sel  belongs,  he  comi)lied,  and  handed  me  a  letter  in  which  the  speci- 
l  twenty-four  hours  were  omitted.  In  pointing  out  this  grave  omis- 
a,  to  which  he  did  not  agree  with  me  in  attaching  the  same  importance, 
or  some  further  discusssion,  however,  he  wrote  and  gave  to  me  the 
ber,  copy  of  which  is  already  in  their  lordships'  possession,  remarking 
t  he  looked  to  me  to  exercise  the  strictest  impartiality  between  him- 
f  and  the  pirate  Nashville,  as  he  termed  that  vessel. 
[thought  it  as  well,  while  on  board  the  Tuscarora,  to  refer  to  the  fact 
his  having  sent  officers  and  men  into  the  docks  to  watch  the  Nashville, 
1  also  to  point  out  that  a  boat  from  his  ship,  apparently  armed,  had 
bh  observed  pulling  in  and  out  of  the  docks,  without  landing,  during 
anight. 

He  observed  that  this  should  not  be  repeated ;  and  it  was  at  this 
>ment  he  made  the  remark,  before  referred  to,  with  regard  to  my  exer- 
ang  a  strict  impartiality  between  him  and  the  Nashville. 
Ihkve  not  failed  to  point  out  to  Captain  WiUcox,  of  her  Majesty's  ship 
iuntless,  what  steps  I  have  considered  it  necessary  to  take  in  this  mat- 
f;  and  my  proceedings,  more  fully  detailed  in  this  letter,  will,  I  trusty 
»t  their  lordships'  approval. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

•  103.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Londauj  January  17,  1862, 

tiB :  The  arrival  of  the  Tuscarora  at  Southampton  has  had  the  efteet 
l&aterially  changing  the  purx)Oses  of  the  confederate  emissaries,  at 

37  A  o— vol.  n 
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the  same  time  that  it  has  created  great  uneasiness  ou  the  part  of  the  gov- 
ernment, from  the  fear  of  some  violation  of  neutrality  and  a  conflict  within 
British  jurisdiction. 

1  received  a  note  from  Lord  Russell  on  this  subject,  a  c^py  o{ 
which  I  transmit  herewith.    In  consequence  of  it,  I  immeiiiately  wrote 
lettiTS  to  Captain  Craven,  as  well  as  to  Captain  Britton,  the  consul  it 
Southampton,  enjoining  it  upon  both  of  them  to  see  that  no  just  caw 
of  complaint  be  given  j  to  which  1  have  every  reason  to  believe  they  wi 
pay  every  attention.    In  the  mean  while  the  Nashville  is  fearful  of  attempt ; 
iiig  to  go  out  in  the  faee  of  so  formidable  an  opponent.    There  is  reaaoiti 
bdieve  that  so  many  of  her  crew  have  deserted  as  to  make  her  depo^l 
ure  in  her  present  chara<iter  very  doubtful.    Humors  have  been  » 
rently  circidated  at  Southampton  that  she  has  been  sold,  and  is  to  h! 
put  under  British  colors  as  a  merchantman.    This  is  doubtless  one  of  tli! 
devices  for  escape  which  have  been  under  consideration. 

The  difficulty  in  the  way  probably  is,  that  the  means  have  not  yet  bedj 
found  of  evading  the  requisitions  of  the  British  law  of  assignment  of  to-  i 
sels,  which  are  all  based  upon  a  transfer,  hotui  fide^  from  legitimate 
owners  to  real  puichasers.  But  so  gi*eat  must  be  the  exi)ense  of  keepinjl 
her  in  her  present  state  of  confinement,  and  so  little  is  she  really  tit  for! 
the  service  in  which  she  has  been  enlisted,  that  it  would  not  suri)ri5eiBBl 
at  all  if  some  bona  fide  operation  of  the  kind  were  ultimately  effected. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  January  10, 1861 

Sir:  I  have  just  been  informed  that  armed  men  were  found la^ni^ 
watehing  the  Xashville  in  Southampton  docks,  and  that  they  weredi*- 
covered  by  Mr.  Hodge,  the  dock  superintendent,  close  at  tie  XashviUe^I 
bows. 

1  think  it  necessary  to  state  to  you  that,  except  in  case  of  8trei>8  ot j 
weather  forcing  them  to  land,  her  Majesty's  government  cannot  permil; 
armed  men  in  the  service  of  a  foreign  government  to  land  upon  Bhtisk 
ground. 

I  therefore  request  that  you  will  inform  the  captain  of  the  federal 
steamer  in  Southampton  waters  that  he  must  refrain  from  acts  of  this 
kind,  which  may  lead  to  a  collision  between  his  men  and  the  Bntish 
authorities. 

1  have  also  to  inform  you  that  no  act  of  hostility  can  be  permitted 
between  the  federal  steamer  and  its  enemy  within  British  waters,  aad 
that  orders  to  that  effect  will  be  issued  to  the  board  of  admiralty. 

In  the  case  of  the  Nashville  leaving  British  waters,  the  federal  steauMT 
of  war  will  not  be  permitted  to  start  from  British  waters  in  ponoitif  j 
her  till  after  the  expiration  of  twenty-four  hours. 

The  same  rule  will  be  applied  to  the  vessels  of  the  so-called  GqbM' 
erat^  States. 

I  am,  &c., 

BUSSELL 

Chables  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  dkcy  c0c.,  dbe. 
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From  the  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6, 1862,  p,  24.1 

Ko.  35, 

Tlie  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Admiralty,  January  22,  1862. 

BiE :  I  am«commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to 
oquaint  yon,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Eussell,  that  at  eight  o'clock  on 
be  2XMi  instant  the  United  States  corvette  Tuscxirora  left  her  moorings, 
itt  it  could  not  then,  on  account  of  the  state  of  the  weather,  be  ascer- 
Bdned  whither  she  proceeded,  but  yesterday  morning  she  was  discovered 
O  be  at  anchor  just  outside  Calshot  castle. 

IRiis  morning  she  is  reported  again  to  have  returned  to  her  former 
Ofiition  in  Southampton  water. 
I  am,  &c., 

W,  G.  E03IAINE. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Co.  105.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  Jamuiry  24,  1862. 
Sm:  •»♦»•••• 

In  the  mean  while  the  relative  position  of  the  Nashville  and  of  the  Tus- 
i»rora,  in  the  harbor  of  Southampton,  remains  unchanged.  On  the  other 
Mmd,  the  Sumter,  having  been  warned  to  leave  Cadiz,  has  put  into  Gib- 
*^tar,  after  capturing  two  vessels.  This  tendency  to  take  refuge  in 
9Mtish  ports  is  becoming  so  annoying  to  the  government  here,  that  I 
diall  not  be  surprised  if  the  limit  of  twenty-four  hours'  stay  oe  soon 
Ihdopted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,'^  No.  6,  1862,  p.  24.] 

« 

No.  36. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr,  Hammond. 

Admiralty,  January  26, 1862. 

8iB:  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to 
liuigmit  herewith,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Eussell,  copy  of  a  letter 
Attm  Captain  Patey,  E.  N.,  and  of  the  reply  thereto,  relative  to  the  Amer- 
*an  vessels  Tuscarora  and  Nashville.  I  am  further  to  acquaint  you  that 
Elders  for  herMajestj^'s  ship  Shannon  to  proceed  to  Southampton  as  soon 
^  possible  have  been  sent  to  the  commander-in-chief  at  Portsmouth. 
I  am.  &c.y 

W.  G.  EOMAINE. 
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[Inclosnre  No.  1.] 

Captain  Patey  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

[Extract.  J 

Southampton,  January  25,  V 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  bring  und^ 
consideration  of  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty'  whetlu 
intended  to  allow  the  American  federal  ship  of  war  Tuscarora,  ai 
vessel  of  war  Kashville  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States  of  North 
ica,  to  remain  at  this  port  for  an  indefinite  period. 

The  Nashville- s  necessary^  defects  have  been  made  good,  and  shehfi 
coaled;  and  judging  fi*om  the  frequent  movements  of  the  Tuscari 
and  down  the  Southampton  water,  including  one  trip  through  the  ^ 
and  round  the  Isle  of  Wight,  tlhit  that  ship  is  in  all  re«i>ect8 
for  sea,  I  am  induced  to  bring  this  matter  under  the  notice  of  thei 
ships,  because  it  appears  to  me,  from  the  course  pursued,  and  avc 
so  made  known  to  me  by  the  captain  of  the  Tuscarora  in  a  convex 
which  I  have  had  with  that  officer,  he  will  do  his  utmost  to  rend 
rule  of  twenty-four  hours'  start,  which  the  Nashville  may  be  rncli 
take  advantage  of,  null  and  void,  by  constantly  keeping  up  his  stea; 
having  slips  on  his  cable ;  so  that  the  moment  Nash\ille  moves  Tiis 
will  preq^de  her,  and  at  once  claim  priority  of  sailing,  retumuig 
l)ort  again  within  the  lapse  of  twenty-four  hours.  It  hence  follovi 
Nashville  is  closely  blockaded  in  a  neutral  port,  and  this  is,  w 
doubt,  the  speeial  object  of  the  Tuscarora's  visit  to  Southampton. 

I  would  also  beg  to  point  out  to  their  lordships  the  possibility 
Tuscarora  and  Nashville  coming  into  collision  in  a  narrow  chann< 
at  night,  and  the  i)robability  of  the  Tuscarora,  supposing  that  the 
ship  had  purposely  run  into  her,  opening  fire  on  her,  andhence  brin^ 
a  grave  difficulty  in  the  matter,  tinder  all  the  circumstance^  of  thi: 
liar  case,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  make  this  communication  to  thei 
ships  that  they  may  take  such  steps  as  may  by  them  be  deemed 
sary,  respectfully  submitting  that  the  commanders  of  the  Tuseare 
Nashville,  respectively,  should  be  called  upon  to  give  me  a  written 
of  the  date  and  hour  they  intend  to  proceed  to  sea,  and  that  ' 
received  such  notice  from  either  one,  the  other  should  be  imme 
notified  of  the  fact,  and  that  he  would  not  be  allowed  to  follow  until  t 
four  hours  had  elapsed. 


[Inclosnre  No.  2.] 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Captain  Patey. 

Admtealty,  January  25, 1 

Sib  :  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  to-day's  date,  I  am  comir 
by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  signify  their  diieci 
you  to  communicate  with  the  commanders  of  the  Toscaiora  and 
ville,  and  to  inform  them  that,  by  their  lordships'  order,  you  are  to 
from  them  written  promises  not  to  leave  their  present  position  ir 
giving  you  twenty-four  hours'  notice  of  their  intention  to  depart. 

My  lords  have  given  this  direction,  which  is  not  opposed  to  the 
of  international  usage,  in  order  to  prevent  the  possibflity  of  a  ool 
between  the  vessels  of  the  belligerent  powers ;  and  in  oonaequenoe  < 
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lent  state  of  preparatioii  for  immediate  movement  which  is  maiutained 
lie  part  of  the  Tuscarora.  ^ 

I  am.  &o.« 

W.  G.  ROMAmE. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6,  1862,  p.  25.] 

No  37. 
Hie  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr,  Hammond. 

Admibalty,  January  27, 1862 — 2  p.  m. 

[B:  I  am  commanded  by  my.  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty 
cquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Eussell,  that  the  following 
pum  has  just  been  received  from  Captain  Patey,  at  Southampton: 
ruscarora  has  notified  intention  to  put  to  sea  to-morrow  at  11  a.  m.'' 
nd  that  my  lords  have  answered  by  telegram — 
Tuscarora  to  be  allowed  to  proceed;  acquaint  Nashville." 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  EOMAINE. 


[From  Britiah  Blue  Book,"  North  Ameriea,"  No.  6, 1862,  p.  25.] 

No.  38. 

Mr.  Layard  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Foreign  Office,  January- 2Sj  1862. 

IB:  I  have  laid  before  Earl  Russell  your  letter  to  Mr.  Hammond  of 
erday's  date,  reporting  the  answer  which  the  lords  commissioners 
16  admiralty  nad  sent  by  telegraph  to  a  telegram  from  Captain  Patey, 
[>ancing  that  the  Tuscarora  had  notified  her  intention  to  proceed  to 
at  11  a.  m.  this  day. 
I  am,  &C., 

A.  H.  LAYAED. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6, 1862,  p.  25.] 

No.  39. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Admibalty,  January  28,  1862. 

IB:  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty 
icquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Russell,  that  the  inclosed 
gram  has  been  received  from  the  senior  oflftcer  of  her  Majesty's  ships 
k>uthampton,  respecting  the  departure  of  the  United  States  vessel 
var  Tuscarora. 
I  am,  &c.. 

W.  G.  EOMAINE. 
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[Inclosnre.l 

Captain  Patey  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty, 

[Telegraphic] 

Southampton,  January  28, 1862. 

Have  received  letter  from  the  Tuscarora :  "In  consequence  of  weatbet, 
departure  deferred  until  to-morrow,  or  first  fine  day.'' 

Eeplied,  "  Gould  not  see  anything  in  the  state  of  the  weather  to  pit 
vent  his  proceeding  to  sea,"  and  requested  "he  would  lose  no  timeia 
leaving  Southampton  water,  and  proceeding  to  sea." 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  **  North  America,"  No.  6,  1862,  p.  26.] 

No.  40. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Admiralty,  January  29, 1862. 

Sir:  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty 
to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Eussell,  that  at  8.10  a.  m. 
to-day  the  Tuscarora  weighed,  and  proceeded  do^\^l  Southampton  in- 
ter. 

I  am,  &c.,  • 

W.  G.  BOMABTL 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No,  6, 1862,  p.  28.] 

No.  42. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Admiralty,  January  29, 1862. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  yesterday,  I  am  commanded  by 
my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send  you  here\iith,  for  the 
iiiformation  of  Earl  Eussell,  a  copy  of  a  letter  fix)m  Captain  Patey,  dated 
the  28th  instant,  and  of  its  inclosures,  relative  to  the  United  States  vefr 
sel  of  war  Tuscarora  having  defended  her  departure  from  Southampton 
water. 

I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  EOMAISE. 


[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Captain  Patey  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty^ 

Southampton,  Janwury  28^  18I& 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose,  for  the  informatioii  rf  the  te* 
commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  received  fliiiiiK» 
ing  from  the  commander  of  the  Tuscarora,  with  copy  of  myrtidlrtiMn^ 
I  have  not  up  to  this  hour^  5.30  p.  m.,  received  any  fbrUifir  oommiinioitiai 
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a  Commander  Craven,  nor  is  there  the  least  sign  of  the  Tuscarora 
ceeding  to  sea,  although  the  weather  continues  moderate.  ^ 

beg  to  acquaint  their  lordships  that  her  Majesty's  ship  Shannon  ar- 
3d  and  anchored  just  inside  Calshot  at  nine  tiiis  morning. 
I  am,  &c., 

C.  PATEY. 

[nclosure  No.  2. — Commander  Craven,  U.  S.  N.,  to  Captain  Patey, 

uary  28, 1862.] 

[nclosure  No.  3. — Captain  Patey  to  Commander  Craven,  U.  S.  N., 

uary  28, 1862.] 

i'or  the  two  inclosures  above  referred  to  see  dispatch  No.  108  of  Mr. 

ims  to  Mr.  Seward,  dated  Januaiy  30, 1862,  j>o«f.] 


[From  British  Bine  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6, 1862,  p.  28.] 

No.  43. 
Mr.  Layard  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

FoBEiaN.  Office,  January  30, 1862. 

IB:  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Eussell  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a 

B  from  Mr.  Adams,  &c.,  inclosing  copies  of  Captain  Paten's  corre- 

ndence  with  the  commander  of  the  Tuscarora,  respecting  the  proceed- 

8  of  that  vessel,  and  commenting  upon  the  terms  of  Captain  Patey's 

er  to  Commander  Craven  of  the  28th  instant.    I  also  transmit  to 

1  a  copy  of  the  note  which  Lord  Eussell  is  about  to  address  to  Mr. 

ims  in  reply;  and  in  conformity  therewith  I  am  to  request  that  you 

move  the  board  of  admiralty  to  enable  Lord  Eussell  to  give  a  pre- 

answer  as  to  the  proceedings  to  which  Mr.  Adams  refers. 

I  am,  &c., 

A.  H.  LAYAED. 

i'or  inclosures  see  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  108, 
id  January  30, 1862,  post] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extract.] 
108.]  LEaATION  OF  THE  FNITED  STATES, 

London^  January  30, 1862. 

IB:  I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  a  correspondence  between  Captain 
ey,  senior  officer  at  Southampton,  and  Commander  Craven,  of  the 
carora,  which  were  furnished  to  me  by  the  latter,  as  a  basis  of 
iplaint  against  the  government  here. 

ithough  not  altogether  convinced  that  that  complaint  is  well  founded, 
ought  there  was  sufficient  gi*ound  for  it  to  justify  a  request  for  an 
lanation.  To  that  end  I  yesterday  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Eussell, 
)py  of  which  is  also  sent.  I  think  it  will  turn  out  that  a  similar 
ice  has  been  given  to  both  vessels,  and  that  the  unexpected  refusal 
3aptain  Craven  to  depart  was  suspected  to  be  in  \iolation  of  the 
it  of  his  engagement.    Should  a  reply  from  his  lordship  be  received 
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before  the  departure  of  this  dispatch,  a  copy  of  it  will  also  aocon 

it. 

•  ••••••• 

I  do  not  famish  any  farther  accounts  of  the  movements  made 
various  ports  of  the  kingdom  in  aid  of  the  insurgents,  for  the 
that  the  respective  consuls  are  believed  to  be  so  active  in  forw 
the  information  as  to  render  the  labor  on  my  part  superfluous. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FKANCIS  AD^ 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States 

Londarij  January  29, 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  lordship's  consi(] 
copies  of  certain  letters,  transmitted  to  me  by  Commander  Cn 
the  United  States  corvette  the  Tuscarora,  now  at  Southampton. 

It  would  appear,  from  the  tenor  of  this  correspondence,  as  if  a  d 
nde  were  about  to  be  applied  by  her  Mjgesty's  government  to  tht 
ships  of  the  United  States  from  that  which  has  been  extended 
enemies.  As  I  cannot  permit  myself  for  a  moment  to  beli- 
existence  of  any  such  intention,  I  feel  myself  constrained  to  a 
your  lordship  for  such  an  explanation  of  the  terms  of  Captain 
note  of  the  28th  instant  as  may  reconcile  the  apparent  incom 
which  it  involves. 

Whilst  I  deem  it  needless  to  assure  your  lordship  of  the  desin 
government  to  abstain  from  any  and  all  acts  which  would  tend 
remotest  degree,  to  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  neutrality  witl 
jurisdiction  of  her  Majesty,  it  would,  at  the  same  time,  be  a  sc 
great  regret  if  even  a  shadow  of  ground  should  be  given  to  the  ic 
at  least  an  equal  degree  of  comity  is  not  extended  to  them  wi 
which  has  been  granted  to  persons  committing  the  most  host 
against  their  authority. 
I  pray,  &c., 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  AD. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  <fec.,  cfec,  &c. 


Captain  Patey  to  Commander  Craven^  U.  8.  N. 

Admiraltt  Office 
Southampton^  January  26, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  am  directed  to  obtain  fife 
as  well  as  frx>m  the  commander  of  the  Nashville,  a  written  promi 
vou  will  not  leave  your  present  position  without  giving  me  tweo 
Jiours'  notice  of  your  intention  to  depart. 
I  am,  &c., 

CHAR,  G.  B.  PA3 
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Oammander  CraveUy  U.  8.  JT.,  to  Captain  Patey. 

United  States  Steameb  Tuscaboba, 

Southampton^  January  26, 1862. 

□K :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this 

most  cheerftilly  agree  to  the  requirement  of  giving  you  twenty-four 
•8*  notice  of  my  intention  to  depart  from  this  anchorage. 
I  am,  &c., 

J.  AUG^S  CEAVEN. 


Commander  Craven,  U,  8.  N.j  to  Captain  Patey. 

United  States  Steameb  TuscabobA, 

Southampton^  January  27 j  1862. 

B :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  intend  to  proceed  to  sea 
orrow  (Tuesday)  at  11  a.  m. 
I  am,  &c., 

J.  AUG'S  CEAVEN. 


Captain  Patey  to  Commander  Craven^  U.  S.  N. 

Admibalty  Office, 
Southampton,  January  27, 1862. 

IB :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
day's  date,  acquainting  me  that  you  intend  to  proceed  to  sea  to- 
row  (Tuesday)  at  11  a.  m.  A  notification  of  your  intention  so  to 
leed  nas  been  communicated  by  me  to  the  lieutenant  commanding 
Nashville. 
I  am,  &c., 

CHAS.  G.  E.  PATEY.  ' 


Commander  Craven,  U.  S.  H.,  to  Captain  Patey. 

United  States  Steameb  Tuscaboba, 

Southampton,  January  28, 1862. 

tB :  I  have  the  honor  to  advise  you  that,  in  (jonsequence  of  the 
Bmency  of  the  weather,  I  shall  def^r  my  departure  until  to-morrow, 
dnesday,)  or  the  first  fair  day. 
I  am,  &c., 

J.  AUG'S  CRAVEN.  ' 


Captain  Patey  to  Commander  Craven,  TJ.  S.  N. 

Admiralty  Office, 
Southampton,  January  28, 1862 — 11  a.  m. 

CB :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
day's  date,  advising  me  that,  in  consequence,  as  you  allege,  of  the 
amency  of  the  weather,  you  intend  to  defer  your  departure  until 
lorrowj  (Wednesday,)  or  tiie  first  fair  day. 
ot  seeing  anything  in  the  state  of  the  weather  to  prevent  your 


'/ 
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proceeding  to  sea  in  accordance  with  the  intimation  expressed  i 
letter  to  me  of  yesterday,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  lose  no  ^ 
leaving  the  Southampton  waters,  and  proceeding  to  sea  accordiu 
Having  received  from  you  a  written  notification  of  your  intei 
proceed  to  sea  this  day  at  11  a.  m.,  I  did  not  deem  it  necessary-  to 
to  you  my  instructions,  which  were  "  to  desire  that  you  would  le 
Southampton  waters  and  proceed  to  sea  to-day  at  twelve  o'clock  a 
I  am,  &c., 

CHAS.  G.  E.  PATEY, 
Captain^  Superintendentj  Senior  C 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams.  • 

Foreign  Office,  January  30, 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  20th 
inclosing  certain  correspondence  transmitted  to  you  by  Con 
Craven,  of  the  United  States  corvette  the  Tuscarora. 

I  can  assure  you  it  has  been  the  earnest  desire  of  her  '^. 
government  to  apply  the  same  equal  rule  to  the  armed  shipi 
United  States  and  to  those  of  their  enemies. 

It  has  been  difficult  to  apply  to  the  Tuscarora,  however,  rule 
would  put  her  exactly  on  an  equality  with  the  Nashville,  for 
which  can  only  be  explained  by  a  detail  of  the  facts. 

For  this  purpose,  the  best  course  will  be  that  I  should  rei 
letter  to  the  board  of  admiralty,  with  a  view  to  obtain  a  precise 
as  to  the  proceedings  to  which  you  refer. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  stringent  rules 
purpose  of  preventing  any  infringement  of  her  Majesty's  n( 
during  the  present  unhappy  contest,  are  about  to  be  promulgate 
I  am,  &c., 

BUSS 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  rfrc,  c&c,  &c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  February  1, 

Sir:  I  have  now  the  honor  to  send  you  a  summary  of  the  pro( 
of  the  board  of  admiralty  in  regard  to  the  Tuscarora  and  Nasi 
Southampton  waters. 

I  think  you  will  see  from  this  summary  that  her  Majesty's  gov< 
have  reason  to  complain  of  the  conduct  of  the  commander 
Tuscarora,  as  an  attempt  to  carry  on  hostilities  in  the  wate 
neutral. 

I  have  the  honor,  also,  to  inclose  a  copy*  of  the  London  G 
containing  the  rules  which  I  mentioned  to  you  in  a  previous  letti 
I  am,  &c., 

BUSS 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  <fcc.,  ifec 

*  Printed  under  Port  Regalations,  with  No.  156  from  Britiflh  Blue  Book.  ^Hor 
ica^"  No.  1, 1862,  Vol.  1,  p.  349. 


THE   NASHVILLE.  587 

t€m€nt  of  facts  mth  regard  to  the  Tuscarora,  United  States  vessel  oj  war, 
nd  ike  Nashville^  a  vessel  belonging  to  the  sostyled  Confederate  States. 

f&vember  21,  1861.  Nashville  arrived  at  Southampton,  and  taken 
»  dock  for  calking  and  other  repairs. 

Jeoember  15.  Tuscarora  arrived,  and  anchored  oflf  entrance  to  river 
hen. 

December  23.  Captain  Patey  reported  no  repairs  had  been  made  in 
3hville  beyond  what  were  absolutely  necessary,  and  that  she  had  not 
n  in  any  way  equipped  more  comi)letely  as  a  man-of-war. 
January  10, 1862.  Captain  Patey  reported  that  dock  master  at  South- 
pton  had,  on  previous  night,  found  two  officers  (one  with  side-arms) 
t  three  men  belonging  to  Tuscarora  under  Grading  dock  fence  on 
r  between  docks;  they  stated  that  they  were  stationed  there  by  their 
•taints  orders  to  watch  Nashville,  and  to  make  a  signal  to  their  own 
p  should  Nashville  attempt  to  get  under  way.  Dockmaster  removed 
86  persons. 

^anuary  10.  Captain  Patey  also  reported  that  Tuscarora  had  received 
I  hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  coal,  and  had  kept  her  steam  up  since  her 
Lval,  with  a  spring  on  her  cable,  apparently  ready  for  sea. 
January  11.  Captain  WUlcox,  of  her  Majesty's  ship  Dauntless,  sta- 
led in  Southampton  water,  informed  captains  of  Tuscarora  and  Nash- 
jB  that  he  had  observed  preparations  for  their  departure,  and  had 
tructions  to  prevent  any  hostilities  in  British  waters,  artd  brought  to 
ar  notice  that  the  law  of  nations  requires  that  twenty-four  hoiu*s 
wld  elapse  before  the  departure  of  one  belligerent  ship  from  a  neutral 
t  in  pursuit  of  another  j  Captain  Patey,  as  senior  officer  at  Southamp- 
i,  also  informed  captains  of  Tuscarora  and  Nashville  that  he  had 
leived  orders  to  detain  one  vessel  until  the  other  had  twenty-four  hours' 
rt '  Captains  of  two  vessels  answered  they  would  conform  to  law: 
i  Captain  Craven  (of  Tuscarora)  claimed  right  of  free  access  to,  and 
ress  from,  "waters  of  a  nation  believed  to  be  in  amity  with  United 
ites,"  trustiivg  that  strict  impartiality  would  be  observed  between  the* 

0  vessels.  In  reply,  Captain  Patey  refeiTcd  to  fact  of  Captain  Craven 
iVing  sent  officers  and  men  into  docks  to  watch  Nashville,  and  also 
int^  out  that  a  boat,  apparently  anned,  from  the  Tuscarora,  had  been 
«erved  pulling  in  and  out  of  the  docks,  without  landing,  during  the 
gbt.  Captain  Craven  gave  assurance  that  this  would  not  be  repeated. 
January  13.  Tuscarora  left  anchorage  at  4  a.  m.,  and  proceeded  to 
Mxhor  one  mile  west  of  Calshot  light-ship.  Returned  at  4  p.  m.  to 
finer  anchorage  at  entrance  of  Itchen  River. 

January  15.  Tuscarora  at  2  x).  m.  weighed,  and  passed  Calshot. 

January  16.  At  2  p.  m.  returned  to  original  anchorage. 

January  20.  At  8  p.  m.  proceeded  down  Southampton  water,  and' 

chored  outside  Calshot  castle. 

January  22.  At  10  a.  m.  returned  to  anchorage  at  mouth  of  Itchen 

^er. 

January  25.  Captain  Patey  reported  Nashville  coaled,  and  necessary 

•jftirs  completed,  and  Tuscarora  ready  for  sea^  also,  that,  in  conver- 

ion  with  him.  Captain  Craven,  of  Tuscarora,  had  avowed  that  he 

Did  do  his  utmost  to  render  rule  as  to  twenty-four  hours'  start  null 

1  void,  by  constantly  keeping  up  steam,  and  having  slips  on  her  cable, 
that  the  moment  Na8h\ille  might  move  Tuscarora  would  precede  her, 
i  claim  priority  of  sailing,  returning  again  within  twenty -four  hours, 
1 80  actually  blockading  Nashville  in  a  neutral  port. 


mvoy  uiu  uw  uiuin.  tti  ui^x:aoaiy  iaj  aivmimiiii  iiue  <;aiiuuu  u 
of  the  orders  he  (Captain  Patey)  received  subsequently,  (on  ti 
of  the  27tli,)  requiring  the  ship  to  qnit  Bonthampton. 

Janvartf  28.  Captain  of  Tuscarora  reported  by  letter  to  Ca 
that  he  should  defer  departure,  in  consequence  of  iuclemen<^ 
until  29th,  or  first  fine  day.  Captain  Patey,  in  answer,  t 
Craven  that  ho  saw  nothing  in  the  state  of  the  weather  to  i 
carora  proceeding,  and  requested  she  would  lose  no  time 
observing  that,  having  received  from  Captain  Craven  a  writ 
tion  of  his  intention  to  proceed  on  the  27th,  at  11  a.  m.^ 
Patey)  had  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  convey  to  Captain 
instructions  he  had  received  for  Tuscarora  to  leave  Soatham 
on  the  28th. 

January  28.  Captain  Patey  directed  by  telegraph  not  to  t^ 
at  present,  to  compel  Tuscarora's  departure. 

January  29.  At  8.10  a.  m.  Tuscarora  proceeded  down  8 
water. 

January  30.  Captain  Patey,  by  telegraph,  reports  Tuacaio 
remains  iu  Yarmouth  Boads,  and  he  asks  tor  instructions  as  ti 
departure.  Informed,  in  reply,  that  the  time  of  Nashville 
will  date  from  hour  Tuscarora  shall  really  go  to  sea,  in  accc 
notice. 

ADMraALTT,  January  30, 1862. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

iro.13.] 
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r 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

179.]  Depabtment  of  State, 

Washington,  February  6, 1862. 

Tour  dispatch  of  January  17,  No.  103,  fell  uiH)n  the  department 
merely  a  small  part  of  the  largest  foreign  mail  ever  received  here,  and 

fcftfter  such  delays  a«  left  insufQcient  time  to  dispose  of  the  same 
e  the  departure  of  the  outgoing  steamer. 
[  approve  entirely  of  your  proceeding  in  regard  to  the  Nashville,  while 
ftafl  the  solicitude  of  the  British  government  for  the  preservation  of 
M6  in  the  British  waters  as  a  favorable  indication.  I  have  given  to 
eNavy  Department  the  information  received  from  you  concerning  the 

obftble  attempt  to  transfer  the  Nashville  to  British  owners. 

•  •••••••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Chables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£^.,  cC*o.,  d-o. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

1. 112.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  February  7, 1862. 

Sm :  I  regret  to  be  compelled  to  inform  you  that  the  Nashville  has  es- 
ped.  As  early  as  the  2d  instant  Captain  Craven  wrote  to  me  from 
vtiond  of  his  intention  to  abandon  the  pursuit,  and  to  turn  his  atteu- 
n  to  the  Sumter,  at  Gibraltar. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

>n.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Allen  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

fo.  6.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Bermuda,  February  20,  1862. 
tntr        •••••••• 

therewith  inclose  i)aper  No.  1,  copy  of  a  communication  received  this 
day  flpom  Governor  Ord,  in  relation  to  the  formatibn  of  a  coal  depot  here. 
•  #••••••• 

With  much  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  ALLEN,  Consul. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State, 
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Oovemor  Ord  to  Mr.  Allen. 

Mount  Langtok^ 

Bermuda^  ^February  19, 1 

Sm:  It  having  been  intimated  to  me  that  vessels  laden  witheo; 
consigned  to  you  have  recently  aiTived  in  the  i)ort  of  St.  Georg 
the  purpose  of  forming  there  a  coal  depot  for  the  use  of  the  war  st 
of  the  United  States  Navy,  it  is  my  duty  to  acquaint  you  that  t 
ernment  of  her  Britannic  Majesty  has  determined  not  to  allow  th€ 
tion  in  any  British  colony  of  a  coal  depot  for  the  use  of  their  ve 
war,  either  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  or  of  the  s< 
Confederate  States. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  8< 

H.  ST.  GEORGE  ORE 
Oovemor  and  Commander-in- 
O.  M.  Allen,  Esq., 

United  States  ConsuL 


Mr,  Allen  to  Mr.  Setcard^ 
[Extract.] 

No.  6.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States 

Bermuda^  February  20, 

Sm :  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  rebel  steamer  Nashville  arr 
these  islands  this  p.  m.,  reported  seventeen  days  from  Souths 
England,  short  of  coal     I  shall  do  all  I  can  to  prevent  her  gettii 

I  am  informed  her  armament  is  the  same  as  when  here  last  i 
the  vessel  has  changed  some  in  appearance,  having  had  her  mast 
ened,  and  some  alterations  about  her  head.    She  has  but  little  c 

With  much  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  ALLEN,  0 
Hon.  WiLLLiM  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Allen  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  7.]  CONStTLATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

BemnidOy  February  22, 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  the  steamer  Nashville  is  st 

and  is  obtaining  a  supply  of  coals  from  the  British  ship  Mohawk. 

report  having  seen  no  vessel  on  the  passage  hither  from  Engl 

understand  it  is  their  intention  to  go  from  here  immediately  hoiu 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  ALLEN,  a 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Allen  to  Mr.  Seward.^ 

8.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Bermuda^  February  25, 1862. 

B :  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  steamer  Nasliville  left  here  yester- 
after  taking  on  board  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  coal,  and  all  of 
crew  and  master  of  the  schooner  Pearl,  recently  arrived  here  from 
bem,  North  Carolina.  She  left  these  islands  luider  escort  of  her 
»ty'8  steamer  Spiteful,  and,  from  all  the  information  I  can  gather,  I 
ik  she  will  go  direct  to  Charleston,  or  \icinity. 
km  reliably  informed  that  a  large  portion  of  her  crew  were  confined 
w  deck  while  in  port  here. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  ALLEN,  Consul. 
3u.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

195.]  Department  of  State, 

Washhigton^  Feh'uary  26,  1862. 

[R :  Your  dispatch  of  February  7,  No.  112,  has  been  received, 
aptain  Craven  has  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  very  full 
)rts  of  his  proceedings  at  Southampton,  and  the  refisons  upon  which 
r  were  conducted.  Until  something  further  shall  be  known  there 
Id  seem  to  be  no  urgent  reasons  for  my  dwelling  ui)on  the  subject  in 
correspondence.  It  is  to  be  hoi)ed  that  the  pirates  will  find  no  suffi- 
t  encouragement  to  induce  them  to  continue  their  operations  in  Euro- 
1  waters.  The  desperate  condition  of  the  insurrection  in  the  ports 
on  the  coasts  of  our  own  country  will  probably  operate  against 

nsive  operations  on  their  part  abroad. 

•  •••••••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

lARLEs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee,  cfcc,  cfcc. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  1,  1863,  p.  41.] 

Xo.  46. 

Earl  Bussell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  Kommher  28, 1862 


'.*d« 


Ithough  the  matter  to  which  I  now  refer  is  not  of  recent  date,  I  think 
a  well  that  a  formal  record  should  exist  of  the  Language  held  by  Vis- 
nt  Palmerston  to  Mr,  Adams,  in  a  conversation  which  took  place  in 
early  part  of  the  present  year,  when  the  United  States  steamer  Tus- 
>ra  and  the  confederate  steamer  Nashville  were  in  British  waters. 
<ord  Palmerston  stated  to  Mr.  Adams  on  the  occasion  in  question, 
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• 

that  her  Majesty's  government  could  not  permit  any  interfeTenoefitt 
any  vessel,  British  or  foreign,  within  British  watws;  that  vitii  legHl, 
to  vessels  met  with  at  sea,  her  Majesty's  government  did  not  mea&li|^, 
dispute  the  belligerent  rights  of  the  United  States  ships  of  war  to  seink 
them^  but  that  the  exercise  of  that  right,  and  of  the  fight  of  detentioiii  ■ 
certain  conditions,  must  in  each  case  be  dealt  with  according  to  tk(k> 
cumstauces  of  the  case  5  and  that  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  todiwi 
such  matters  then^  because  they  were  not  in  point ;  but  that  it  wril  W. 
not  do  for  the  United  States  shii)s  of  war  to  harass  British  comman^ 
on  the  high  seas,  under  pretense  of  preventing  the  confederates  fiMlj 
receiving  things  that  are  contraband  of  war. 

I  took  an  opi^ortunity  of  mentioning  to  Mr.  Adams  the  account  ^rioil 
Lord  Palmerston  had  given  me  of  the  language  which  he  had  tbushdJ,' 
and  Mr.  Adams  agreed  in  its  accuracy. 


THE  FLORroA. 
Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seicard^ 

[Extract.] 

No.  13.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  February  4, 186*2. 

Sir  :  In  my  last  two  dispatches  I  called  attention  to  the  iron  screw 
steam  gunboat  Oreto,  or  Oretis,  being  built  at  Liverpool  and  fitted 
out  by  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.  She  is  now  taking  in  her  coal,  ttd 
appearances  indicate  that  she  will  leave  here  the  latter  part  of  this  week 
without  her  armament.  Tlie  probabilities  are  she  will  run  into  80M 
small  port  and  take  it  and  ammunition  on  board.  This  of  itself  is  son* 
what  suspicious.  They  pretend  she  is  built  for  the  Italian  govemmenl) 
but  the  Italian  consul  here  informs  us  that  he  knows  nothing  about  tt| 
has  no  knowledge  whatever  of  any  vessels  being  built  for  Ms  goven 
ment.  There  is  much  secrecy  observed  about  her  and  I  have  been  mwUi 
to  get  anything  definite,  but  my  impressions  are  strong  that  she  i 
intended  for  the  southern  confederacy.  I  have  communicated  my  ia- 
pressions  and  all  the  facts  to  Mr.  Adams,  our  minister  at  London.  Sfce 
has  one  funnel,  three  masts,  bark-rigged,  eight  i)ort-holes  for  guM  <■ 

each  side,  and  is  to  carry  sixteen  guns. 

•  •••••• 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  18.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpoolj  February  19, 1862. 

Sm :  •  •  •  •  •  •     . 

I  do  not  think  there  is  any  doubt  but  what  she  (the  Florida)  is  o* 
tended  for  the  so-called  southern  confederacy.    Infoimatioii  bmnvoBJ 
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•ent  sources  all  confirm  it,  and  some  of  the  southern  agents  have 
tted  it.  On  Friday  night  hist,  her  gun  carriages  in  pieces  and  some 
rough  state  were  taken  on  board  and  put  down  in  the  hold.  It  is 
rstood  that  hej  guns  are  at  the  foundery  of  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co. 
probable  they  may  be  taken  on  in  boxes  and  mounted  after  they 
>rit  to  sea,  but  I  have  nothing  to  warrant  this  supposition,  except 
act  of  the  gun  carriages  being  taken  on  board  in  the  night  time  and 
e  manner  they  were.  She  will  be  quite  equal  in  strength  and  ar- 
ent  to  the  Tuscarora  when  completed.  She  made  a  trial  trip  of 
ity  miles  yesterday.  I  have  made  this  vessel  the  subject  of  two 
atches  to  Minister  Adams,  and  communicated  to  him  all  the  parti- 

rs. 

•  •••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 

United  (States  Cansuh 
Ion.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

123.]  LEaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London^  February  27,  1862. 

[B  :  In  consequence  of  information  furnished  to  me  by  the  consul  of 
United  States  at  Liverpool  of  certain  suspicious  movements  at  that 
:,  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  make  a  representation  to  Lord  Kussell  of 
facts  attending  the  outfit  of  the  steam  gunboat  Oreto,  and  to  ask 
nvestigation.  Copies  of  the  notes  that  have  passed  on  this  subject 
herewith  transmitted. 

resuming  that  you  are  in  constant  receipt  of  intelligence  from  the 
3uls  in  the  various  ports  of  the  preparation  of  vessels  with  supplies 
Jl  sorts  intended  to  run  the  blockade  of  the  southern  ports,  I  do  not 
mpt  to  furnish  the  information  which  I  obtain.  The  temptation  of 
ig  prices  will,  of  course,  stimulate  the^e  venturer  just  so  long  as 
•e  shall  be  any  reasonable  chance  of  escaping  the  vigilance  of  our 
sers. 

liere  seems  to  be  less  and  less  disposition  to  press  complaints  about 
blockade.  The  remarks  attributed  to  M.  Billault,  in  tlie  senate  of 
Qce,  leave  little  further  hope  of  co-operation  against  it  from  that 
rter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
on.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RusselL 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  February  18, 1862. 

[t  Lobd  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  copy 
HI  extract  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  the  consul  of  th«  United 

38  A  c— yol.  n 
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States  at  Liverpool,  going  to  show  the  preparation  at  that  port  of  a& 
armed  steamer  evidently  intended  for  hostile  operations  on  the  ocean. 
From  the  evidence  furnished  in  the  names  of  the  persons  stated  tota 
concenied  in  her  construction  and  outfit,  I  entertain  little  doabt  tlut 
the  intention  is  precisely  that  indicated  in  the  letter  of  the  coDsul^tki 
carrying  on  war  against  the  United  States.  The  parties  are  the  sum 
which  dispatched  the  Bermuda  laden  with  contraband  of  war  at  tb 
time,  in  August  lafit,  when  I  had  the  honor  of  calling  your  lordduplk 
attention  to  her  i)08ition,  which  vessel  then  succeeded  in  nummgtti 
blockade,  and  which  now  appears  to  be  about  again  to  depart  on  a  lili 
errand. 

Should  fiirther  evidence  to  sustain  the  allegations  resi)ecting  the  Oreto 
be  held  necessary  to  eflfect  the  object  of  securing  the  interposition  of  bff 
Majesty's  government,  I  will  make  an  effort  to  procure  it  in  a  more  formal 
manner. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  senant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  etc.,  cfcc,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr,  Adams, 

[Extract.l 

United  States  Consulate, 

lAverpoolj  February  17, 1862, 

Sib  :  The  gunboat  Oreto  is  still  at  this  port  She  is  making  a 
trip  in  the  river  to-day.  No  armament  as  yet  on  board.  She  has  prt 
up  a  second  smoke  stack  since  I  wrote  to  you ;  she  therefore  has  two 
funnels,  three  masts,  and  is  bark-rigged.  I  am  now  informed  that  slie  ii 
to  carry  eight-rifled  cannon  and  two  long  swivel  guns  on  pivots  » 
arranged  as  to  rake  both  fore  and  aft.  No  pains  or  expense  has  beei 
spared  in  her  construction,  and  when  fully  armed  she  will  be  a  fonnt- 
dable  and  dangerous  craft ;  in  strength  and  armament  quite  equal  t» 
the  Tuscarora;  so  I  should  judge  from  what  I  learn.  'Nbr.  Miller,!^ 
built  the  hull  says  he  was  employed  by  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  ui 
that  they  own  the  vessel.  I  have  obtained  information  from  many  dit 
fcrent  sources,  all  of  which  goes  to  show  that  she  is  intend^  for  til 
southern  confederacy.  I  am  satisfied  that  this  is  the  case.  Sieii 
ready  to  take  her  arms  on  board.  I  cannot  learn  whether  they  are  ti 
be  shipped  here  or  at  some  other  port.  Of  course  she  is  intended  ai* 
privateer.  When  she  sails  it  will  be  to  bum  and  destroy  whatever  di 
meets  with  bearing  the  American  flag.  •  •  •  • 

1  have  the  honor,  &c.,  &c. 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 

United  States  CanssL 

Chables  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq., 

United  States  Minister  at  London. 

N.  B.  The  gun-carriages  for  the  Oreto  I  have  just  learned  wen  taktt 
on  board  on  Friday  night  ]a«t,  in  a  rough  state  and  taken  down  in  tkl 
hold.  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  have  made  advances  to  Fawoetti  FMlfli 
&  Co.,  and  Miller  the  builder. 
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JEarl  Btissell  to  Mr,  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  February  19, 1862. 

BiR :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
Bterday's  date,  calling  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  a 
earner  now  fitting  out  at  Liverpool,  which  you  state  it  is  believed  is 
out  to  be  dispatched  with  a  view  of  making  war  against  the  people 
ti^e  United  States ;  and  I  have  to  acquaint  yon  that  I  have  lost  no 
ae  in  communicating  with  the  proper  department  of  her  Majesty's 
vemment  on  this  subject. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c 

EUSSELL. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  d*c.,  <£'c.,  do. 


Earl  Btissell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  February  26, 1862. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  on  the  subject 
!  the  steamer  Oreto^  which  was  believed  from  reports  you  had  received 
I  be  fitting  out  at  Liverpool  with  a  view  to  acting  hostilely  against  the 
eople  of  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  here- 
itti  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  commissioners  of  customs  to  the  lords 
[Hnmissioners  of  her  Majesty's  treasury,  reporting  the  result  of  the 
ivestigations  which  they  have  caused  to  be  instituted  with  regard  to 
be  vessel  in  question. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
Riedient  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  dko.j  &e.^  &c. 


Report  of  British  Commissioners  of  Customs, 

Customhouse,  February  22, 1862. 

Tour  lordships  having  referred  to  us  the  annexed  letter  from  Mr. 
bimnond,  transmitting,  by  desire  of  Earl  Eussell,  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Br.  Adams,  inclosing  an  extract  of  a  communication  from  the  United 
Ifatos  consul  at  Liverpool,  in  which  he  calls  attention  to  a  steam  vessel 
Med  the  Oreto,  reported  to  be  fitting  out  at  Liverpool  as  a  southern 
privateer,  and  requesting  that  immediate  inquiries  may  be  made  respect- 
lathis  vessel,  we  report : 

That  on  the  receipt  of  your  lordship's  reference  we  forthwith  in- 
bructed  our  collector  at  Liverpool  to  make  inquiries  in  regard  to  the 
easel  Oreto,  and  it  appears  from  his  rei)ort  that  she  has  been  built  by 
fessrs.  Miller  &  Sons  for  Messrs.  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  engineers,  of 
iverpoolf  and  is  intended  for  the  use  of  Messrs.  Thomas  Brothers,  of 
alermo,  one  of  that  firm  ha\ing  frequently  visited  the  vessel  during 
1^  process  of  building. 

The  Oreto  is  pierced  for  four  guns,  [6?]  but  she  has  yet  taken  nothing 
1  board  but  coals  and  ballast.  She  is  not  at  present  fitted  for  the 
toeption  of  guns,  nor  are  the  builders  aware  that  she  is  to  be  supplied 
itli  ganB  wMle  die  remains  in  this  country.  The  expense  of  her  con- 
iraciioii  has  been  paid  and  she  has  been  handed  over  to  Messrs.  Fawcett 
•  PiQBton.    Messrs.  Miller  &  Sons  state  their  belief  that  her  destinatiou 
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is  Palermo,  as  they  have  been  requested  to  recommend  a  master  to  tak 
her  to  that  port,  and  our  collector  at  Liverpool  states  that  he  has  ever 
reason  to  believe  that  the  vessel  is  for  the  Italian  government. 

We  beg  further  to  add  that  special  directions  have  been  given  to  tl 
officers  at  Liverpool  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  vessel,  and  thati 
will  not  fail  to  report  forthwith  any  circumstances  which  may  oca 
worthy  of  your  lordship's  cognizance. 

THOS.  F.  FREEMANTLE. 

GREXVILLE  C.  L.  BERKELEY. 

The  Lords  Commissioners  of  her  Majesty* s  Treasury. 


Mr  Dudley  to  Mr  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  25.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  March  1, 1862 

Sir  :  Day  before  yesterday  I  wrote  the  department  that  I  had  obtaii 
evidence  that  the  gunboat  Oreto  was  intended  as  a  privateer,  and  tl 
she  was  taking  on  her  provisions,  &c.  Since  then  she  hag  been  qt 
busy  in  taking  on  provisions.  She  has  a  very  large  quantity,  end 
for  a  long  cruise.  They  are  getting  as  many  southern  sailors  aatl 
can.  They  want  one  hundred  and  thirty  men  if  they  can  procure  tb 
The  pilot  has  been  told  they  would  leave  to-day :  they  are  only  wait 
for  the  arrival  of  the  West  India  boat  at  Soutnampton.  Tlie  capt 
who  is  to  command  her  is  to  come  by  this  boat.  A  man  by  the  nami 
Duguyd,  a  Scotchman,  is  to  take  her  out  of  this  port  as  an  Engl 
vessel.  Her  transfer  will  be  nmde  outside.  The  pilot  thinks  she  i 
not  come  back  to  Liverpool  after  her  trial  trip.  He  is  given  to  unc 
stand  that  she  will  go  to  the  Isle  of  Man,  then  to  Holyhead,  and  so 
other  ports,  in  one  of  which  her  guns  will  be  placed  on  board,  and  tl 
she  will  enter  at  once  on  her  cruise  and  sail  to  the  Mediterranean, 
have  made  arrangements  by  which  I  think  intelligence  of  her  mo 
ments  will  be  communicated  to  me.  Yesterday  I  addressed  letters 
the  consuls  on  the  Mediterranean,  and  seaports  of  Spain,  Portugal,  8 
some  others,  advising  them  of  this  vessel,  and  requesting  them  to 
pott  her  if  sne  should  visit  the  port.  The  programme,  as  laid  down  to  I 
pilot,  may  not  be  carried  out,  but  it  looks  very  probable,  when  taken 
connection  with  the  large  supplies  of  provisions  she  ha8  received 

board. 

•  •••••• 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant-, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 

United  States  CantA 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

fExtracti] 

Kg.  27.J  United  Statrs  Ck)ifBri<ATS, 

Lwerpool^  Mmrck  5,  I8tt 
Sib:  •  •  •  •  •  t 

Owing,  as  it  ib  alleged^  to  the  cmthoritiea  here,  the  Oieto  has  M 
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to  register  as  an  English  vessel,  and  be  regularly  entered, 
mtered  on  Saturday  last  for  Palermo  (in  Sicily)  and  Jamaica 
jst  Indies,)  W.  C.  Miller  as  owner,  and  Duguid  as  commander, 
ire  not  on  board.  She  shipped  her  crew  on  Monday  last.  In- 
.  a  copy  of  an  agreement  given  by  the  captain  to  one  of  the 
it  you  will  see  that,  while  Miller  is  the  owner,  Fawcet,  Pres- 
pay  the  men.  I  have  this  document  temporarily  in  my  pos- 
Che  transfer  of  the  vessel  to  the  southern  confederacy  will  not 
ere,  but  at  some  place  outside ;  it  may  be  at  Palermo  or  Ber- 
most  likely  at  some  place  in  the  Mediterranean,  as  the  pilot 
'  men  are  now  given  to  understand  that  they  are  first  to  go 
le  foreman  in  Fawcet,  Preston  &  Co.  told  a  voiing  man  for- 
le  employ  of  that  company  that  the  guns  for  the  Oreto  were  to 
.  to  Palermo  and  put  on  board  at  that  place ;  while  another 
their  foundery  told  one  of  my  men  that  the  guns  had  been  sent 
imer  Bermuda,  and  were  to  be  landed  at  Bermuda,  and  that 
was  to  call  there  for  them.  Which  of  these,  or  whether  either 
true,  I  cannot  tell,  but  what  gives  some  strength  to  the  lat- 
ent is,  the  fact  that  on  Saturday  moruing  last,  while  the  Ber- 
in  the  river,  and  just  before  she  sailed,  several  large  cannon 
d  on  boad  of  her.  Both  of  these  persons  in  the  employ  of 
re^ton  &  Co.  stated  that  she  was  intended  for  the  confeder- 
I  report  is  that  she  is  to  stop  at  Holyhead.  I  have  sent  a 
to  watch  her,  and  made  arrangements  with  one  of  the  crew 
brmation  from  time  to  time ;  made  her  the  subject  of  a  num- 
muuications  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  on  Friday  addressed  a  circu- 
>ur  consuls  in  the  Mediterranean,  requesting  them  to  look  af- 
[)ort  to  the  department  in  case  she  should  visit  the  port.    • 

•  •  •  The  provisions  of  the  Oreto 

very  best  kind,  and  very  ample,  (the  pilot  says  enough  to  last 
)  with  abundance  of  wines  and  liquors  for  the  officers.    She 
1  here  last  evening,  the  bill  of  entry  says,  for  Palermo,  and 
a  ballast.    Her  crew  shipped  consists  of  fifty-two  men. 
he  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 

United  States  Consul. 

njJAM  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


I    Agreement  made  at  Liverpool  this  M  day  of  March j  1862. 

s  after  the  ship  Oreto  sails  from  the  port  of  Liverpool,  the 
ed  do  here  promise  and  agree  to  pay  to  any  person  who  shall 
ve  pounds — shillings — pence  to  Thomas  Gill,  on  this  agree- 
sum  of  five  pounds — shillings  — pence,  provided  the  said 
ill  shall  sail  in  the  said  ship  from  the  said  port  of  Liverpool. 

J.  L.  DUGUID. 

at  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  York  Buildings, 
d  on  the  back :  "  Received  the  value  of  the  note.    Thomas 
3d  March,  1862.'' 
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Mr.  Adania  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.! 
No.  128.]  LEaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London^  Mardi  7, 
Sir:  •••••• 

Having  received  notice  of  the  departure  of  tlie  Oreto  for  Palernw,! 
immediately  wrote  to  Mr.  Marsh,  at  Turin,  to  apprise  him  of  her  d«i> 
nation,  and  likewise  to  Mr.  Sprague,  the  active  consul  at  6ibndtar,il 
order  that  he  might  establish  his  communications  with  the  various  A 
cers  in  the  Mediterranean  as  to  her  ulterior  movements.  I  am  glad  to 
hear  to-day  from  him  of  the  arrival  at  Cadiz  of  the  Kearsarge. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.] 
No.  135.]  LEaATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Ixyiidon^  March  27, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  from  the  depart- 
ment of  dispatches  numbered  from  199  to  208,  inclusive. 

It  will  have  come  to  your  knowledge,  by  the  reception  of  my  dispatdi 
No.  131,  of  the  J  3th  of  March,  that  I  had  already  acted  in  conformity 
with  the  suggestions  contained  in  your  No.  207,  dated  on  the  llth»  bj 
addressing  a  note  to  Earl  Russell  in  remonstrance  against  the  notoriom 
activity  of  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  in  efforts  to  set  at  naught  the 
blockiule.  To  that  communication  I  have  not  yet  received  a  reply.  Tlw 
reception  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  contain- 
ing additional  information  to  the  same  effect,  supplied  me  with  a  ntf 
occasion  to  write  to  his  lordship  in  the  spirit  of  your  dispatch  No.  19^ 
of  the  27th  of  February.  A  copy  of  this  latest  note,  dated  the  2fift 
instant,  is  herewith  transmitted.  After  a  full  conversation  with  3fc 
Morse,  we  both  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  evidence  in  our  po* 
session  would  not  sustain  so  broad  a  position  as  that  contemplated  in 
your  letter.  For  whatever  may  have  been  the  purposes  of  the  confed- 
erate emissaries  and  their  friends,  pending  the  difficulties  connected 
with  the  Trent  case,  and  I  am  inclined  to  Mieve  they  went  to  the  M 
extent  indicated,  I  fancy  they  have  shrunk  within  much  smaller  cob* 
pass  since  that  speck  of  war  has  disappeared.  The  activity  is  not 
mainly  directed  to  the  expediting  of  every  species  of  supply  throof^ 
the  means  of  steam  vessels  which  may  themselves  be  turned  to  some 
account  in  the  way  of  iUicit  trade  or  of  piratical  warfare.  Of  theee 
last  the  Oreto  seems  to  be  the  only  one  likely  to  prove  formidabla  I 
thought  it  therefore  a  good  opportunity  to  place  upon  his  loidsb^  the 
responsibility  of  the  consequences  of  permitting  himself  to  be  ddnded 
by  what  I  cannot  help  thinking  the  willful  blindness  and  erednknis  ptf^ 
tiality  of  the  British  authorities  at  Liverpool.  Frop  the  ezperieneeif 
the  past,  I  have  little  or  no  confidence  in  the  success  of  any  agplieitte 
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>  may  be  made  of  the  kind.  It  is  not  the  less  important,  for  all  that, 
erpetuate  the  testimony  for  futare  ase.  That  Oreat  Britain  did,  in 
most  terrible  moment  of  oar  domestic  trial  in  straggling  with  a 
istroas  social  evil  she  had  earnestly  professed  to  abhor,  coldly  and  at 
i  assume  oar  inability  to  master  it,  and  then  become  the  only  for- 
i  nation  steadily  contributing  in  every  indirect  way  possible  to  verify 
>rejadgment,  will  probably  be  the  verdict  made  ap  against  her  by 
:erity  on  a  calm  comparison  of  the  evidence.  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
:  such  has  been  the  coarse  of  the  whole  people.  A  considerable 
ion  of  them  in  all  classes  have  been  actuated  by  nobler  views. 
re  is  throughout  England  a  great  deal  of  warm  though  pajssive  sym- 
ly  with  America.  But  there  is  likewise  an  extraordinary-  amount  qf 
*,  as  well  as  jealousy ;  and  it  is  these  last  passions  which  have  per- 
ed  the  mass  of  the  governing  classes  until  they  have  inscribed  for  the 
>le  nation  a  moral  and  political  record  which  no  subsequent  actiou 

ever  avail  to  obliterate. 

•  •••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS, 
[on.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Tor  dispatch  Nos.  196, 131,  and  207  above  referred  to  see  Vol.  I,  pp. 
,  525,  and  270  respectively.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RusselL 

[Extract  ] 
LsaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  March  25, 1862. 

[y  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  copy 
k  letter  received  from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool, 
ihing  the  case  of  the  steam  gunboat  Oreto,  which  I  have  already 
le  the  subject  of  a  communication  some  time  ago.  It  is  with  great 
letance  that  I  am  driven  to  the  conviction  that  the  representations 
le  to  your  lordship  of  the  purposes  and  destination  of  that  vessel  were 
isive,  and  that  though  at  first  it  may  have  been  intended  for  service 
liGily.  yet  that  such  an  intention  has  been  long  since  abandoned  in 
ij  ana  the  pretense  has  been  held  np  only  the  better  to  conceal  the 
5  object  of  the  parties  engaged.  That  object  is  to  make  war  on  the 
ited  States.  All  the  persons  thus  far  known  to  be  most  connected 
li  the  undertakingareeither  directly  employed  by  the  insurgents  in  the 
ited  States  of  America,  or  residents  of  Great  Britain  notoriously  in 
ipathy  with  and  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  them  on  this  side  of  the 
«r. 

b  is  with  the  deepest  regret  that  the  President  directs  me  to  submit 
ler  Majesty's  government  a  representation  of  the  unfortunate  effect 
inced  upon  the  minds  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  from  the 
viction  that  nearly  all  of  the  assistance  that  is  now  obtained  from 
oad  by  the  i)ersons  still  in  arms  against  their  government,  and  which 
bles  them  to  continue  the  struggle,  comes  from  the  kingdom  of  Oreat 
bain  and  its  dependencies.  Neither  is  this  impression  relieved  by 
information  that  the  existing  municipal  laws  are  found  to  be  insuf- 
mty  and  do  not  Aimish  means  of  prevention  adequate  to  the  emer- 
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geiicy.    The  duty  of  nations  in  amity  with  each  other  would  swmtoW 
phiin,  not  to  siifler  their  good  faith  to  be  violated  by  ill-disiH).sed  ]h*t>oils 
within   their  borders  merely  fiom  the  ineffieaey  of  their  nrohihitorT 
l)oliey.     Such  is  the  view  which  my  government  has  been  disiiusHl  to 
take  of  its  own  obligations  in  similar  cases,  and  such,  it  d*)ubl^  iir.t.is 
that  of  all  foreign  nations  with  which  it  is  at  jKnufe.     It  is  lor  ikt 
reascm  I  deprecate  the  inference  that  may  be  drawn  from  the  i:sMifi»f 
the  investigation  which  your  lordshiji  caused  to  be  made  in  thv  rjisi-nf 
the  Oreto,  should  that  vessel  be  ultimately  found  issuing  siitMy  fn»iu 
this  kingdom  and  preying  on  the  commerce  of  the  i)eople  of  the  I'liitril 
States.    ]S^ot  doubting  myself  the  sincerity  and  earnest  desire  of  vunr 
kn'dship  to  do  all  that  is  within  your  jKiwer  to  fulfill  every  n*quin*imiiu»( 
international  amity,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  all  the  favorable  eHt*it>  otit 
niav  be  neutralized  l>v  the  later  evidence  of  adverse  results.    Itisw 
pail  of  my  intention  to  imply  the  want  of  fidelity  or  of  g<HMl-will  in  any 
(punter.    I  d(*sire  to  confine  myself  closely  within  the  i)ale  of  my  dntr, 
a  repi-esentation  of  the  j^recise  causes  of  uneasiness  between  the  two 
C(mn tries,  and  an  earnest  desire  to  remove  them.    Firmly  convimtil 
that  the  actual  iwsition  of  things  in  c(mnection  with  the  hostile  iHiuip- 
ment  in  British  waters  by  no  means  does  justice  to  the  tnie  disixwjitiuD  | 
of  her  Majesty's  governmc^nt,  I  am  anxicms  to  i)la<'e  the  matter  l)efore  "^ 
your  lonlshij)  in  such  a  light  as  to  obtain  the  evidence  mi>iv  i»erfecily 
to  establish  the  truth. 

I  am  further  instiuct(Ml  to  say  that,  well  aware  of  the  embarrassment 
and  losses  sustained  by  the  nations  with  which  the  United  States  arv in 
amity,  through  the  operation  of  the  restrictive  measures  to  which  tbe 
government  has  felt  itself  obliged  to  have  recourse  in  its  efforts  to  sup- 
juess  the  insurrection  within  its  borders,  it  has  ever  been  its  desire  to 
hasten  the  moment  when  it  might  be  practicable  to  n^scind  them,  in- 
sistently with  the  attainment  of  its  great  object.  But  to  that  endmncb 
must  necessarily  depend  upon  thedegiee  in  which  co-operation  with  it* 
policy,  or  the  contrary,  may  be  exi)erieuced  from  withouts  It  isolnion* 
that  just  in  proportion  to  the  suc(!ess  of  the  efforts  made  by  the  ill-in- 
tentioned p(»ople  of  foreign  countries  to  violate  the  blockade  must  ho  the 
endeavors  to  enforce  it  with  increased  stringency.  So  also  in  in-oportion 
to  the  8uc<*e8s  of  such  pei^sons  in  supplying,  by  violation  of  law,  the  in- 
surgents with  the  means  of  continuing  their  resistance  must  l>e  thedolay 
in  restoring  to  all  honest  people  the  customary  facilities  of  trade  ami  in- 
tercourse to  which  they  are  justly  entitled.  It  has  not  been  without 
gieat  regi'et  that  the  government  has  been  compelled  to  obsene  the  ex- 
tent to  which  her  Majesty's  flag  has  been  abused  to  subst^rve  the  pur- 
l>oses  of  the  disaffected,  and  thus  to  continue  the  presiMit  depn»sso(l  m- 
dition  of  legitimate  trade.  A  very  great  proportion  of  the  vessels  whirh 
attempt  to  violate  the  blockade  api)ear  to  be  fitted  out  directly  tron 
(iieat  Britain  or  some  of  her  dependencies.  The  effect  of  i>ennitting 
such  violations  of  good  faith  to  go  unnoticed  by  government  is  not 
merely  to  ci-eate  an  unfortunate  degree  of  iiTitatiou  in  America,  inipli** 
ting  many  far  beyond  the  sphere  of  the  unworthy  parties  concerned  in 
l)roducing  it,  but  to  posti>one  proi)ortionately  the  pro8i)ect  of  bringing 
about  a  better  state  of  things.  It  is  for  this  reason,  as  well  aa  fromi 
desire  earnestly  felt  by  the  President  to  maintain  unbroken  all  the  ca«- 
tomary  i-elations  of  ainity  with  (treat  Britain,  that  I  have  been  directed 
to  make  the  present  repi-esc^ntation.  Any  suggestion  of  the  means  l»est 
adai)ted  to  remedy  the  evils  complained  of,  is  deemed  a  matter  exdfl- 
si vely  within  the  comi)etency  of  those  in  whom  the  decision  to  act  is 
vested.    Disclaiming  every  wish  to  solicit  more  than  my  govenmiwt 
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cold  in  its  turn  be  prepared  under  similar  circumstances  to  concede, 
ad  entertaining  full  couHdence  in  the  disposition  of  her  Majesty's  min- 
ters  on  their  part  to  act  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability  in  the  same  spirit, 
have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  cj^c,  &c.^  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams, 

United  States  Consulate,        ^ 
Liverpool^  March  22,  18G2. 

Sib  :  The  Oreto  is  still  in  the  river.  A  flatboat  has  taken  a  part  of 
er  armament  to  her.  A  part  of  the  crew  of  the  steamer  Annie  Childs, 
rhicb  came  to  this  port  loaded  with  cotton,  have  just  left  my  office. 
hey  tell  me  that  Captain  Bulloch  is  to  command  the  Oreto,  and  that 
dur  other  officers  for  this  vessel  came  over  in  the  Childs  with  them. 
She  names  of  three  are  Young,  Law,  and  Maffet,  or  Moffit ;  the  fourth 
ras  called  Eddy.  The  two  first  are  lieutenants,  and  the  two  last  named 
nidshipmen.  They  further  state  that  these  officers  during  the  voyage 
fore  naval  uniforms;  that  they  came  on  the  Childs  at  a  place  called 
knithville,  some  twenty  miles  down  the  river  from  Wilmington  j  that 
it  was  talked  about  and  understood  by  all  on  board  that  their  object  in 
aoming  was  to  take  command  of  this  vessel  which  was  being  built  in 
Bngland  for  the  southern  confederacy.  They  further  state  that  it  was 
■nderstood  in  Wilmington  before  they  left  that  several  war  vessels  were 
being  built  in  England  for  the  South.  As  they  were  coming  up  the 
liver  in  the  Childs  as  they  passed  the  Oreto  she  dipped  her  flag  to  the 
Childs.  I  have  had  this  last  from  several  sources,  and  the  additional  fact 
ftat  the  same  evening  after  the  arrival  of  this  steamer  a  dinner  was 
given  on  the  Oreto  to  the  officers  who  came  over  in  the  Childs.  I  un- 
ferstand  she  will  make  direct  for  Madeira  and  Nassau. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  Charles  F.  Adams, 

United  /States  Minister. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

fo.  38.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool  J  March  22, 18G2. 

Bm:  •  •  •  •  •  • 

The  gunboat  Oreto,  so  often  referred  to  in  my  communications  to  the 
apartment,  was  reported  in  the  papers  on  Wednesday  last,  as  haviuf^ 
^en  her  final  departure  from  this  port,  but  she  was  back  agam  in  the 
irer  the  same  evening. 

Information  from  them,  from  the  pilot  who  has  her  in  charge,  as  well 
8  from  other  confidential  sources,  leads  me  to  believe  that  she  (the 
^reto)  will  sail  from  here  direct  to  Madeira  and  from  thence  to  Kassau, 
ad  then  will  attempt  to  run  into  one  of  the  southern  ports.    I  under- 
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stand  that  at  least  a  part  of  her  armament  together  with  several  caaa 
of  small-arms  within  thelast  two  days  have  been  taken  to  her  on  a  flat- 
boat. 

I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 

United  States  ConnL 
Hon.  WiLLLiM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract] 


No.  140.]  LsaATION  OF  THE   UNITED  STATES, 

Londony  April  3, 18G1 

Sir:  •  •  •  •  •        , 

I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  Lord  Bussell's  note  to  me  of  the  27tii,  | 
in  reply  to  mine  of  the  25th  of  March,  on  the  subject  of  the  gonboil  j 
Oreto  and  the  agency  of  British  subjects  in  supplying  aid  to  the  rebels,  j 
It  is  pretty  much  what  I  expected.  The  Oreto  has  sailed  from  Li?-  I 
erpooL  | 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FBANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  March  27, 1862. 

Sir  :  Upon  receiving  your  letter  of  the  25th  instant  I  immediately  di- 
rected that  the  treasury  and  customs  department  should  be  requested 
to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  ascertain  whether  the  Oreto 
is  equipped  for  the  puq)ose  of  making  war  on  the  United  States;  and^ 
if  that  fact  can  be  proved,  to  detain  the  vessel. 

The  charge  that  nearly  all  the  assistance  now  obtained  from  abroad 
by  the  persons  still  in  arms  against  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  and  which  enables  them  to  continue  the  struggle,  comes  from 
Great  Britain  and  its  dependencies,  is  somewhat  vague.  1  believe  the 
greater  part  of  the  arms  and  ammunition  sent  from  this  country  to 
America  during  the  struggle  has  gone  to  the  United  States. 

I  agree  with  you  in  the. statement  that  the  duty  of  nations  in  ami^ 
with  each  other  is  not  to  suffer  their  good  faith  to  be  violated  by  ill-diS' 
posed  persons  within  their  borders,  merely  from  the  inefficaev  of  tMr 
prohibitory  policy.  But  it  is,  at  the  same  time,  aduty  nottoponiA 
persons  on  suspicion,  without  any  proof  of  their  evil  intent.  It  is  iM^ 
the  custom  of  this  country  to  deprive  any  person  of  lib^iy  or  prop«<r 
without  evidence  of  some  offense.  If  such  evidence  can  be  obtained, 
the  laws  are  sufficient  to  prevent  the  accomplishment  of  their  evil  de- 
signs against  friendly  nations. 

You  have  not  yourself  hitherto  furnished  me  with  evidenoe  fluit  $V 
vessel  has  received  a  hostile  or  warlike  equipm^tt  in  British  walei^ 
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clilias  been  afterwards  used  against  the  United  States.    The  care 

t  was  taken  to  prevent  the  warlike  equipment  of  the  Nashville  in 

tish  waters  must  be  familiar  to  your  recollection. 

rith  regard  to  co-operation  with  the  policy  of  the  United  States  in 

>ect  to  the  blockade,  I  must  remind  you  that  Great  Britain  has  ab- 

ned,  as  far  as  possible,  from  complaints  of  the  irregularity  of  the 

3kade  which  has  been  instituted. 

ler  Majesty's  government  have  been  mindful  of  the  suddenness  of 

danger  with  which  the  United  States  were  threatened;  of  theinade- 
\cy  of  title  naval  force  then  at  the  disposal  of  the  government,  and 
the  great  difficulty  of  blockading  a  coast  of  three  thousand  miles, 
t  beyond  forbearance  and  a  liberal  interpretation  of  the  law  of  n»- 
18  in  favor  of  the  United  States  her  Majesty's  government  cannot 
K  by  co-operation  with  the  policy  of  the  United  States  is  meant 
ler  taking  part  in  the  ci\al  war  still  raging,  or  imposing  restraints  on 

Queen's  subjects  unknown  to  international  law,  I  cannot  undertake 
.t  her  Majesty's  government  will  adopt  either  of  those  courses.  It 
tdd  be  an  unheard-of  measure  to  prohibit  merchants  from  sending 
ps  to  sea  destined  to  the  southern  ports.  Should  such  ships  attempt 
riolate  the  blockade,  capture  and  condemnation  are  the  proper  pen- 
fot  such  attempts.  No  authority  can  be  found  for  any  other, 
^ut  while  these  attempts  are  made  on  the  one  side,  the  United  States 
emment  have  willingly  received  in  the  ranks  of  their  army  British 
jects,  who  violate  the  Queen's  proclamation,  in  order  to  serve  against 

confederates.    Nay,  the  law  of  the  United  States,  by  which  parents 

prevent  the  enlistment  of  their  sons,  being  minors,  has  been  set 
le,  to  the  prejudice  of  British  subjects,  the  fathers  and  mothers  of 
ughtless  lads  of  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  of  age. 
he«e  evils  are  perhaps  inseparable  from  the  unhappy  contest  now 
ried  on  in  America.  I  can  only  trust  it  may  have  a  8i)eedy  termi- 
ion,  suitable  to  the  reputation  of  the  United  States,  and  conducive 
he  future  happiness  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  a  country  so  lately  pros- 
ous  and  united. 

have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
»t  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

/HABLES  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Ac,  djc.j  &c. 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

.45.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  April  9, 1862. 

;  inclose  you  slips  from  the  Mercury  of  yesterday  referring  to  the 
eto,  marked  inclosure  No.  1. 

I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 

United  States  CoMuh 

Bon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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No.  1. 
[From  the  Liverpool  Mercury,  April  8, 1862.] 

"  It  is  believed  that  a  confederate  privateer  which  is  now  committbi 

ravages  on  federal  commerce  waB  actually  fitted  out  in  this  port   Ccr 

taiu  correspomlence  which  has  passed  between  Lloyds  and  the  lim- 

pool  underwriters,  shows  that  the  latter  believe  the  privateer  to  betki 

Oreto,  which  cleared  on  the  4th  March,  in  ballast,  for  Palermo  and  Jfr 

maica,  and  sailed  from  the  Mersey  on  the  22d  of  the  same  month.^ 
•  ••••• 

"  It  is  reported  that  the  Oreto,  (s.  s.)  which  cleared  4th  March  in  bd* 
last  for  Palermo  and  Jamaica,  is  intended  for  the  confederate  flag,  aol 
took  her  armament  on  board  before  she  left  the  river  Mersey,  on  tke 
22d  March." 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No.  142.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  11, 1802. 

Sib:  •  •  •  •  • 

I  transmit  herewith  the  copy  of  a  note  of  Lord  Bussell,  dated  the  Mi 
of  April,  inclosing  a  second  report  on  the  outfit  of  the  Oreto.  In  »pite 
of  the  admission  that  troops  and  guns  are  on  board,  her  Majesty's  officen 
still  insist  upon  being  blind  to  the  destination  of  the  vessel,  and  the  gov- 
ernment tolerates  the  abuse. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FBAlSrClS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  April  8, 1862. 

Lord  Bussell  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Adams,  and,  with  refiff- 
ence  to  his  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  kiB 
the  accompanying  copies  of  a  rejwrt  and  its  enclosures  which  have  befli 
received  from  the  board  of  customs  respecting  the  vessel  Oreto. 


Board  of  Customs,  Customhouse^  April 6, 1861 

To  the  lords  oommissiofiers  of  her  Majesty's  treasury: 

Your  lordships  having  referred  to  us  the  annexed  letter  firom  lb 
Hammond,  transmitting,  by  desire  of  Earl  Bussell,  copy  of  afturtbarMttf 
addressed  by  the  Unitecl  States  consul  at  Liverpool  to  Mr.  AdamSy  Ae 
United  States  minister  at  this  court,  in  which  it  is  again  afflimed  Hi 
the  Oreto  is  being  fitted  out  as  a  vessel  of  war  Ibr  the  Miithani  cfi* 
federacy,  and  various  statements  are  reported  in  sapport  of  tkataafli' 
tion^  and  requesting  that  your  lordships  would  instract  fliii  board  t9 
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rections  that  the  Oreto  might  be  vigilantly  watched,  and  that  if 
oameut  prohibited  .by  the  foreign  enlistment  act  should  be  dis- 
l  the  vessel  might  be  at  once  detained,  we  report.  That  on  the 
of  your  lordships'  reference  we  directed  our  collector  at  Liver- 
mediately  to  inquire  into  the  fiirther  allegations  made  in  regard 
3reto,  and  to  govern  himself  in  accordance  with  the  instructions 
ed  in  Mr.  Hammond's  letter ;  and  having  received  the  report  of 
ector,  we  find  that  the  vessel  in  question  was  registered  on  the 
ruo  in  the  name  of  John  Henry  Thomas,  of  LiverjK)  jl,  as  sole 
that  she  cleared  on  the  following  day  for  Palermo  and  Jamaica 
ist,  but  did  not  sail  until  the  22d,  the  day  on  which  the  Ameri- 
isul's  letter  is  dated,  having  a  crew  of  fifty-two  men,  all  British, 
le  exception  of  three  or  four,  one  of  whom  only  was  an  American. 
,d  no  gunpowder,  nor  even  a  signal  gun,  and  no  colors  saving 
itt's  code  of  signals  and  a  British  ensign,  nor  any  goods  on  boara 
ng  the  stores  enumerated  on  the  accompanying  copy  of  her  vict- 
bill. 

I  regard  to  the  statements  in  the  letter  of  the  consul,  the  collector 

reports  that  it  is  clear  the  passengers  brought  by  the  Annie 

the  vessel  therein  mentioned,  which  has  recently  arrived  from 

the  southern  States,  were  not  intended  to  form  any  portion  of 

w  of  the  Oreto,  inasmuch  as  they  were  still  in  Liverpool,  and 

e  dipping  of  the  ensign  on  board  the  latter  vessel  on  the  arrival 

Annie  Childs,  as  far  as  the  collector  had  been  enabled  to  ascer- 

as  intended  as  a  compliment  to  one  of  the  Cunard  steamers  and 

r  vessel  which  saluted  the  Annie  Childs  on  her  arrival,  the  mas- 

the  several  vessels  being  known  to  one  another. 

THOS.  F.  FREEMANTLE. 

GHENVILLE  C.  BERKELEY. 

VICTUALLOG  BILL. 

t, ,  granted  number,  (662.) 

of  Liverpool,  Oreto. 

I  and  draichack  stores  in  the ^  James  L,  Duguidy  master^  for 

Palermo  and  Jamaica. 

,52;  passengers  or  troops, — ;  guns, — ;  178  tons. 

Spirits,  foreign  :  Net  quantities  taken  on  board : 

per  gallon 1  2  cases — 54  gallons. 

y,  per  gallon \  10  cases — 20  gallons. 

a. 

spirits  not  sweetened. 

)irits,  British  or  plantation. 

I  8  ca«es — 16  gallons. 

:ey [  12  cases — ^23Jf  gallons. 

spirits  not  sweetened.  j 

7  ^^  cases — 40  gallons. 

for  drawback 

or  drawback. 

»r. 

er  pound 


y  roasted,  (for  drawback,) 


3  chests,  5  canisters — ^240poundii. 

4  bags--646  pounds. 
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Spirits,  foreign : 

Cocoa. 
Cocoa  paste. 

Sugar,  refined,  per  cwt 

Sugar  for  drawback 

Sagar,  unrefined 

Molasses. 

Tobacco  for  drawback,  per  pound — 

negrobead 

roU. 


REBEL   CSUISBB& 

Net  quantities  taken  on  boi 


1  barrel— 1  cwt.  9  lbs. 


3 


3  boxes— 63  lbs. 


Cigars ' 

Pepper. 

Baisins,  per  cwt 

Currants 

Figs. 
Prunes. 
Plums. 
Sundries. 
Surplus  stores. 

Examined. 


2  boxes — 10  pounds. 

12  boxes— 2  cwt.  1  qr.  26 
11  jars— 2  cwt  1  qr.  18 11) 


Cleared  March  4, 1862. 


J.  MDDIE  SEABCHER,  Coll 

SAMUEL  WAKEHUM,  Broi 
BeHdencCj  No.  17  Park 

[See  trial  of  the  "  Oreto  "  or  "  Florida  ^^  at  Nassau.    Parlian 
and  Judicial  Appendix  Ko.  18.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 


No.  144.] 


LEaATION  OP  THB  UNITED  STATES 

Londonj  April  16, 

Sm :  I  have  this  morning  received  dispatches  firom  the  depfl 
numbered  from  214  to  217,  inclusive.  I  yesterday  succeeded  in 
ing  the  expected  conference  with  Lord  BusselL 

•  •  •  •  In  that  of  the  Oreto,  upon 

had  addressed  a  note  to  him^  he  [said  he]  had  directed  an  inves 
to  be  made,  and  the  authorities  at  Liverpool  had  reported  thi 
was  no  ground  for  doubting  the  legality  ot  her  voyage. 

I  replied  that  this  was  exactly  what  gave  such  unpleasant  imp 
to  us  in  America.  The  Oreto,  by  the  very  paper  furnished  fi 
custom-house,  was  shown  to  be  laden  with  a  hundred  and  sevei 
of  arms,  and  to  have  persons  cctlled  troops  on  board,  destined  ft 
mo  and  Jamaica.  The  very  statement  of  the  case  was  euoogh 
what  was  really  intended.  The  fikst  of  her  true  destinatioii  wi 
rious  all  over  Liverpool.  No  commercial  people  were  Mind  to 
the  course  taken  by  her  M^'esty's  officers  in  declaring  ignonu 
led  to  an  inference  most  unfavorable  to  all  idea  of  thetr  neali 
the  struggle.  It  was  just  such  action  as  this  that  was  tnakln|f  ( 
culties  of  our  government  in  the  way  of  giving  the  fiMsflitiei  to  i 
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i>ly  of  cotton,  which  they  hoped  to  furnish  in  a  short  time  if  the  whole 

iontrol  of  means  to  put  an  end  to  the  contest  was  left  to  them. 

•  ••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

0.281.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  June  26,  1862. 

Sir:  It  is  my  painfhl  duty  to  bring,  through  yon,  to  the  notice  of  the 
Sritish  government  facts  in  relation  to  the  port  of  Nassan,  a  possession 
mi  her  Britannic  Majesty  near  the  southern  extremity  of  the  United 
States,  which  are  believed  to  be  unquestionable.  From  the  commence- 
anent  of  the  present  rebellion  in  this  country,  and  esi)ecially  since  the 
^Mablishment  of  the  blockade,  that  port  has  been  used  as  a  place  of 
^leposit  by  the  insurgents  for  munitions  of  war  sent  thither  for  their  use 
%  their  agents  and  sympathizers  in  England.  Sometimes  the  vessels 
li  which  they  were  carried  thither  have  attempted  to  evade  the  block- 
^irie,  and  in  a  few  instances  may  have  succeeded.  The  main  object  in 
tfce  choice  of  the  site,  however,  seems  to  have  been  the  facility  with 
"^hich  contraband  of  war,  transhipped  to  small  schooners  and  similar 
'VQogiels  with  little  draught  of  water,  might,  in  darkness,  run  into  inlets  on 
Hie  southern  coast  of  the  island  too  shallow  to  allow  them  to  be  pursued 
bgr  such  vessels  of  war  as  can  safely  be  used  in  enforcing  the  blockade. 

Iteoently,  however,  a  gunboat  called  the  Oreto,  built  in  England  for 
service  of  the  insurgents,  with  ports  and  bolts  for  twenty  guns,  and 
^her  equipments  to  correspond,  arrived  at  19'assau.  The  facts  in  regard 
<o  her  having  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  United  States  consul,  he 
Kiade  a  protest  upon  the  subject,  and  she  was  seized  by  the  authorities. 
ihe  was^  however,  released  immediately  after  the  arrival  at  Nassau,  on 
be  8th  instant,  or  Captain  Semmes,  late  commander  of  the  pirate  Sum- 
mer, and  the  consul  informed  this  department  that  she  was  about  to  start 
^  a  privateering  cruise.  He  has  also  represented  that  there  were  then 
in  that  port  eleven  large  British  steamers  laden  with  contraband  of  war 
for  the  insurgents  in  this  country. 

The  release  by  the  authorities  at  Nassau  of  the  Oreto,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances mentioned,  seems  to  be  particularly  at  variance  with  her 
Britannic  Majesty's  proclamation  of  neutrality,  and  I  am  commanded 
hg  the  President  to  protest  against  it,  and  to  ask  the  consideration  of 
QflrMigesty's  government  upon  the  proceeding  as  one  calculated  to 
Alarm  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States.  I  am  also 
directed  to  ask  the  like  consideration  of  her  Majesty's  government  upon 
Hie  manner  in  which  the  port  of  Nassau  has  been  used  as  a  deposit  for 
tans  and  munitions  of  war  intended  for  the  insurgents  in  the  United 
Stales. 

Yoa  are  charged  with  the  duty  of  laying  this  subject  before  the  Brit- 
iah  government.  The  legislative  and  executive  authority  of  the  United 
Btotes  having  been  exerted  toward  preventing  similar  proceedings  by 
Mrsons  within  our  jurisdiction  during  the  insurrection  in  Canada  in 
IRST,  we  may  claim  on  this  ground  at  least  a  reciprocity  from  the  British 
l^eijiment. 

I  am.  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chables  Francis  AdamS;  Esq.,  dkc.j  <£c.,  &c. 
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Mr.  Adanis  to  Mr,  Seieard, 

[Extract.] 

No.  201.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LomUmj  August  1,  Dstil 

Sir  :  Yesterday  I  had  a  conference  with  Lord  Russell  at  the  Forwpi  '3 
Office,  in  the  course  of  which  I  went  over  the  various  subjects  vben^  ^ 
upon  I  had  received  instructions  in  your  lat^  dispatches.  1  proposvdw  t 
review  them  in  the  order  in  which  they  came  up.  H 


2.  I  read  to  his  lordship  the  substance  of  your  dispatches  Xos.  281  and 
299  respecting  the  use  made  of  the  island  of  Nassau  by  the  rebels,  and  the 
fitting  out  of  the  gunboats  Oreto  and  290.    His  lordship  first  took  uptbe 
case  of  290.  and  remarked  that  a  delay  in  determining  upon  it  hadnnwt 
unexpecteiily  been  caused  by  the  suddendevelopment  of  a  inahidy  of  the 
Queen's  advocate,  Sir  John  1).  Harding,  totally  inctipacitatiiighim  furthe 
transaction  of  business.    This  had  made  it  necessary  to  call  in  other 
parties,  whose  opinion  had  been  at  last  given  for  the  detention  of  the 
gunboat,  but  betbre  the  order  got  down  to  Liverpool  the  vessel  wasgouei 
lie  should,  however,  send  directions  to  have  her  stopped  if  she  wHit.ai 
wiis  probable,  to  Nassau.    I  said  I  wa^i  aware  that  the  gunboat  wasutt 
but  I  did  not  say,  what  I  myself  have  little  doubt  of,  that  her  smld« 
departui'e  was  occasioned  by  a  notion,  obtained  somehow  or  other,  that 
such  a  procetHling  was  impending.     I  a<lded  an  expression  of  satisfae- 
tion  that  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  had  seen  their  way  to  givt*  such 
an  opinion,  and  that  it  was  the  disposition  of  her  Majesty's  governmont 
to  do  something  to  check  this  outrageous  abuse.     In  this  connmiunl 
begged  to  ask  if  he  had  any  information  resiRHiting  the  proceeding's  had 
at  Nassau  in  the  case  of  the  Oreto.    Ilnwlseen  a  statement  in  the  news^ 
papers,  additional  to  the  information  contained  in  the  dispatch  No.  i"*! 
which  1  had  re^ul  to  him,  to  the  eflect  that  the  Oreto  had  bt^eu  actaally 
8to[)ped  and  put  under  the  guns  of  her  Majesty's  ship  the  Greyhound. 
I  hoped  tliis  was  true,  for  I  thought  the  effect  of  such  a  pnK*e«iiD| 
would  be  very  favorably  viewed  in  Americii.    His  lordship  replied  that 
he  htwl  received  no  information  on  the  subject  beyond  what  I  had  referred 
to,  which  came  from  the  American  newspapers.    With  regard  to  the 
complaint  aigainst  the  island  of  Nassau,  he  could  only  say  that  he  had 
receive<l,  a  short  time  since,  a  letter,  signed  by  many  commercial  peojJ^ 
in  Liver()ool  and  elsewhere,  remonstrating  against  the  virtual  blockifc 
of  that  island  by  United  States  war  ve^ssels,  and  the  subjection  of  masj 
innocent  British  shii>s  to  the  inconveniences  of  detention  and  search  ii 
if  engaged  in  illegitimate  trade.    To  this  representation  he  had  writtct 
a  reply,  stilting  that  however  much  the  inconveniences  mentioned  witt 
to  bo  regretted,  it  was  not  the  disposition  of  the  goveniment  to  affioid 
protection  to  any  parties  that  might  be  engaged  in  undertakings  ift 
violation  of  her  M^yesty^s  proclamation;  and  where  there  was  reaflODto 
suppose  that  such  adventures  might  be  carried  on,  it  was  difficult  to 
raise  objections  to  the  right  of  examination.    His  lordship  added  that 
he  had  exiiected  both  the  letter  and  his  answer  would  have  been  pvk' 
lished  before  this  by  the  pai*ties  concerned,  but  they  had  not  thought  fit  to 
do  so.    I  replied  that  they  knew  too  much  to  be  caught  doing  that,  but  I 
should  take  pleasiu^  in  communicating  this  &ct  to  my  govemmait 
Any  and  all  evidence  which  I  could  obtain  of  a  dispositioDi  on  the  pflH 
of  her  Majesty's  ministers,  to  discountenance  the  notorious  and  flagnot 
abuses  of  neutrality,  now  every  day  committed  by  British  sabjects,  wooM 
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of  great  use  to  counteract  the  stroug  popular  feeling  in  America 
wing  up  on  account  of  tlunn.  We  bad  every  reason  to  believe  tbat 
ese  war  vessels  were  intended  to  prey  diiectly  upon  our  commerce, 
d  most  i)articularly  to  intercept  tlie  steamers  bearing  treasure  to  New 
brk  from  California.  Should  one  of  those  steamers  be  taken  in  conse- 
ence  of  the  omission  to  stop  these  outfits  in  British  ports,  the  excite- 
ent  that  it  would  create  in  America  would  be  very  great.  Disposed, 
I  had  always  been,  to  cultivate  friendly  relations  between  the  two 
inntries,  I  could  not  but  look  with  much  uneasiness  upon  all  events 
'^hich  might  tend  to  alie(rt  them  unfavorably.  His  lordship  said  that 
lie  could  not  at  once  say  whether  it  was  proper  to  furnish  copies  of  the 
jMrrespondence  alluded  to  or  not,  but  1  was  welcome  to  mention  the 
and  very  probably  he  might  send  me  the  copies. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CIIAKLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon,  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  dispatch  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  No.  299,  July  12,  1862, 
:i  *e  subdivision  <'The  Alabama,"  Vol.  IIL] 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  ^' North  America,"  No.  1, 1863,  p.  5.] 

No.  G. 
Uarl  RusHcll  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  Axigmt  2, 1862. 

You  axe  no  doubt  r.ware  that  the  British  vessel  Oreto  ha«  been  seized 
:^-=toL  the  port  of  Nassau  bj^  Commander  Hickley  of  her  Majesty's  ship 
lolxeyhouDd,  acthig  in  concert  with  the  governor  of  that  colony. 

I  abstain  from  exi)ressing  any  opinion  on  the  case,  pending  its  inves- 
*tigation  by  the  competent  tribunals.  The  United  States  consul  at  Nas- 
:  ^Bu  having  affirmed  that  the  Oreto  was  intended  for  the  service  of  the 
government  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  Stiites,  a  revenue  officer  was 
placed  on  board  of  her,  and  she  was  constantly  inspected  and  her  pro- 
ceedings narrowly  watched  by  the  senior  naval  officer  on  the  station, 
llad  she  was  at  last  seized,  not,  as  would  appear,  on  account  of  any 
Qrort  act  of  illegality  which  liad  been  committed,  but  by  reason  of  the 
%trong  saspicions  to  which  her  proceedings  have  given  rise. 

Her  Majesty's  government  trust  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  will  see  in  what  has  occurred  in  this  instance  the  strongest  proof 
tif  the  desire  of  this  country  to  fulfill  its  international  obligations,  and 
^^ni  hesitate  to  carry  into  effect  the  intention  which  Mr.  Adams 
ttinoanced  to  me  yesterday  of  issuing  letters  of  marque  with  a  view  to 
^^heckiug  depredations  on  United  States  commerce/  by  cruisers  of 
we  80-8tyIed  Confederate  States.  There  do  not  appear  to  be  sufficient 
Masons  for  making  such  a  measure  necessary,  and  you  are  instructed 
■^  to  urge  upon  Mr.  Seward  the  danger  of  dispute  and  violence  in  dealing 
'With  the  vessels  of  friendly  powers  if  that  extreme  course  should  be 
determined  on. 

39  ▲  c— VOL.  n 
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[From  British  Blue  Book,  "Nortli  America,"  No.  3,  1803,  p.  16.] 

f^.  21. 
Mr.  ISluart  to  Earl  RuaselL 

[Extract.] 

Washington,  Auffust  16, 1861 

I  had  an  interview  this  morning  with  Mr.  Seward,  when,  as  instructed 
by  your  lordship  in  your  dispatch  of  the  2d  instant,  I  represented  t( 
him  the  danger  of  disputes  which  would  probably  ensue,  shonld  th 
United  States  government  carrj'  into  effect  the  intention,  which  Hi 
Adams  had  announced  to  your  lordship,  of  issuing  letters  of  marqi 
with  a  view  of  checking  depredations  on  United  States  commerce  b; 
cruisers  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States. 

Mr.  Seward  answered  that  in  consequence  of  the  late  Mendly  act  o 
her  Majesty's  government,  or  of  the  British  authorities  at  Nassau,  ii 
seizing  the  steamship  Oreto,  and  in  the  expectation  that  her  Majftstj^i 
government  would  pursue  the  same  course  with  regard  to  other  xeetA 
which  were  fitting  out  in  British  ports  for  a  similar  purpose,  a  recoaw 
to  letters  of  marque  would  not  for  the  present  be  resorted  to,  althoo^ 
he  could  not  assure  me  that  such  a  measure  might  not  hereafter  k 

found  necessary. 

•  •••••••• 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard. 
[Extract.! 

No.  219.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Landatij  September  5, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  copy  of  a  note  addressed  tone 
by  Lord  Eussell,  touching  the  case  of  the  steamer  Oreto  at  Nassau,  wi4 
the  accompanying  papers.  It  is  a  little  remarkable  that,  with  theeicep- 
tiou  of  a  single  sentence,  not  an  intimation  is  given  in  them  by  tbe 
respective  parties  of  a  consciousness  of  the  real  destination  of  that  x» 
sel.    I  have  sent  to  Mr.  Dudley,  at  Liverpool,  to  know  if  more  decifflT* 

evidence  might  not  be  obtained  in  other  quarters. 

•  •••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  serN-ant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


•  Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Fobeion  Offigb,  Aivvi^  29,  18£ 

Sib  :  With  reference  to  the  case  of  the  steamer  Oreto.  whidi  ^W** 
probably  aware  has  been  seized  at  Nassau,  and  is  to  be  tried  before  fl^ 
admiralty  court  of  the  Bahamas  for  a  breach  of  the  finMga  enlifltBtf^ 
ac^  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  for  your  informatioii  copies  of  s  nyt 
and  its  inclosures  from  the  commissioners  of  customB  -withreflBrenccti 
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suggestion  I  had  made  to  the  treasarj^,  that  a  competent  officer  should 
ft  sent  to  Nassau  to  give  evidence  as  to  what  occurred  at  Liverpool  in 
le  case  of  that  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
bedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 
Chakles  Frajjcis  Adams,  Esq.,  dr.,  etc.,  &€. 


0. 439.]  Customhouse,  August  25, 1862. 

b  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  lier  Majesty^s  treasury : 

Your  lords  having,  by  Mr.  Hamilton's  letters  of  20th  instant,  trans- 
litted  to  us,  with  reference  to  previous  con^espondence  on  the  subject 
f  the  gunboat  Oreto,  which  was  fitted  out  at  Liveq)ool  and  has  since 
leen  captured  by  her  Majesty's  steamer  Greyhound  at  Xassau,  for  an 
Oeged  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
"treign  Office,  and  of  its  inclosure,  on  the  subject  of  the  proceeding  to  be 
dopted  in  the  matter,  and  requested  that  he  would  take  the  necessary 
teps  for  sending  to  Nassau  some  gentleman  connected  with  the  depart- 
lent  competent  to  aftbrd  the  information  required  in  the  case,  we  beg  to 
ansmit,  for  the  information  of  your  lords,  coi)ies  of  the  report  of  our 
dlector  at  Liverpool,  with  whom  we  have  been  in  communication  on  the 
ibject,  together  with  copies  of  the  statements  of  Mr.  Morgan,  the  sur- 
*yor,  and  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  examining  officer,  who  visited  and  kept  watch 
ithe  Oreto  from  the  time  that  suspicions  were  first  entertained  of  her 
iing  fitted  for  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  until  she  sailed  from 
le  port,  together  with  copy  of  the  statement  on  oath  of  Mr.  Parry,  the 
Hot,  who  had  charge  of  the  ship  from  the  time  she  left  the  Toxteth  dock 
ntil  she  left  the  Mersey;  and  as,  from  these  papers,  the  pilotwould  appear 
>  be  the  most  fitting  person  to  give  evidence  in  the  case,  we  beg  to  be 
fcvored  with  your  lords'  further  instructions  as  to  the  person  who  should 
e  directed  to  proceed  to  Nassau. 

F.  GOIILBUKK 
R.  H.  GREY. 


Report  of  the  collector  at  Liverpool^  August  23,  1862. 

Honorable  Sirs  :  It  will  be  seen  from  the  annexed  statement  of  Mr. 
Morgan,  surveyor,  that  he  will  be  able  to  state  the  fact  of  the  vessel  being 
bmlt  by  Messrs.  Miller  &  Sons,  and  of  the  absence  of  all  warlike  stores 
on  board  when  she  left  the  docks,  while  the  e^idence  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  the 
examining  officer,  fully  supports  the  statement  of  the  pilot,  Mr.  Parry, 
'^hich,  from  its  importance,  I  have  taken  on  oath,  as  it  appears  to  me  he 
^ould  be  the  most  fitting  person  to  give  evidence  of  the  absence  of  all 
Warlike  stores  on  board  the  vessel  Avhen  she  left  this  countrv. 

1  am  satisfied  that  she  took  no  such  stores  on  board ;  and*indeed  it  is 
stated,  though  1  know  not  on  what  authority,  that  her  armament  was 
^nveyed  in  another  vessel  to  Nassau.  The  board  will,  therefore,  per- 
ceive that  the  evidence  to  be  obtained  from  this  port  will  all  go  to  prove 
ttat  she  left  Liverpool  altogether  unarmed,  and  that  while  here  she  had 
imo  way  violated  the  law. 

S.  PRICE  EDWARDS. 
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Statement  of  Mr.  Ed.  Morgan  ^  surveyor  in  her  Majesty* s  cmtomhon^atik 

port  of  Liverpool. 

I  am  one  of  the  surveyors  of  customs  at  tbis  port.  Pursuant  to 
instructicms  I  received  from  the  collector  on  the  21st  of  Fcbnuuy,intbe 
present  year,  and  at  subsequent  dates,  I  visited  the  steamer  6n*to,tt 
various  times,  when  she  was  bein^  fitted  out  in  the  dockvlose  to  theyari 
of  Messrs.  jMiller  &  Sons,  the  builders  of  the  vessel.  1  coutinue<l  tlm 
inspection,  from  time  to  time,  until  she  left  the  dock,  and  I  am  wrtaii 
that  when  she  went  into  the  river  she  had  no  warlike  stoi-es  of  any  kial 
whatever  on  board. 

Aft€r  she  went  into  the  river  she  was  constantly  watclied  by  the  boaii, 
ing  officers,  who  were  directed  to  report  to  me  whenever  any  pkmIsww 
taken  on  board ;  but  in  reply  to  my  frequent  inquiries  they  stated  noA- 
ing  was  i>ut  in  the  ship  but  coal. 

ED.  MORGAN,  Surte^r. 


Statement  of  Mr.  Henry  Lloyd,  examining  officer  in  her 'Majesty* s  cvstom 

at  the  port  of  Liverpool. 

In  cxinsequence  of  instructions  received  from  Mr.  IVforgan,  sun-eyor,!,  j 
in  conjunction  with  the  other  three  surveyors  of  the  river,  kept  watch  m 
the  proceedings  of  the  vessel  Oreto  from  the  time  she  left  the  ToiteA 
dock,  on  the  4th  March  last,  till  the  day  she  sailed,  the  22d  of  the  saie 
month.  On  one  occasion  I  was  alongside  of  her,  and  spoke  to  her,  Pany, 
the  pilot,  and  the  chief  mate.  Neither  I  nor  any  of  the  other  river  snr- 
veyors  saw  at  any  time  any  arms  or  warlike  ammunition  of  auy  kind 
taken  on  board,  and  we  are  perfectly  satisfied  that  none  such  was  taken 
on  board  during  her  stay  in  the  river. 

n.  LLOYD,  Examining  Offictr. 


Statement,  on  oath,  of  Mr.  Wm.  Parry,  master  pilot  in  No.  10  boat  in  thi 
port  of  Liverpool,  talcen  by  the  collector  ofcustomn. 

I  was  the  pilot  in  charge  of  the  ship  Oreto  when  she  left  tlie  Toxtetk ' 
dock  on  the  4th  of  March,  18G2.  1  continued  on  board  to  the  day  of 
lier  sailing,  which  wa«  the  22d  of  the  same  mouth,  and  never  left  her  save 
on  Sunday,  when  all  work  was  suspended.  1  saw  the  sliip  before  the 
coals  and  provisions  were  taken  into  her.  There  were  no  munitions  of 
war  in  her;  that  is  to  say,  she  had  no  guns,  carriages,  shot,  shell,* 
powder.*  Had  there  been  any  on  board  I  must  have  seen  it  IpilcW 
the  ship  ont  of  the  Mersey  to  Point  Lyuas,  off  Anglesey,  where  I  W 
her,  and  she  proceeded  down  channel,  since  when  she  has  not  returned. 
From  the  time  the  vessel  left  the  river  until  I  left  her,  she  had  no  <^' 
munication  with  the  shore  or  with  any  other  vessel,  for  the  puriM)seof 
receiving  yiything  like  a  cargo  on  boanl.  I  frequently  saw  Mr.  Lloyd, 
the  tide  surveyor,  alongside  the  ship*  while  in  the  river. 

WM.  PAKRY. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  custom-house,  Liverpool^  this  23d  'day« 
1862. 

S.  PRICE  EDWARDS,  CWfactef*^ 

*  See  Captain  Hickloy's  testimony  on  the  "  Oreto*'  trial  at  NassaOy  in  FuiiavntoiT 
and  Judicial  appendix,  No.  18. 
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Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

o.  340.]  Depart>ient  of  State, 

Washington,  September  13,  1862. 

SiB:  Mr.  Morse,  our  indefatigable  consul  at  London,  has  transmittM 
3  this  department  an  intercepted  letter,  written  by  S.  R.  Mallory,  who 
li  the  pretended  secretary  of  the  navy  to  the  insurrectionary  partjT  in 
be  South,  and  addressed  to  James  H.  North,  who  is  called  a  commander 
Q  that  navy.  The  letter  shows  that  at  least  two  steamers,  the  Oreto 
tihe  Alabama?]  and  the  Florida,  have  been  actually  built,  fitted  up  in 
bigland  for  the  insurgents,  and  dispatched  with  armaments  and  military 
toes  from  British  ports  to  make  war  upon  the  United  States.  IMr.  Morse 
M8  informed  me  that  he  intended  to  submit  the  letter  to  yon,  and  it  is 
wrobable  that  you  will  have  taken  a  copy  of  it.  For  greater  certainty, 
■owever,  a  copy  is  sent  you  with  this  dispatch.  It  is  thought  expedient 
iat  you  give  a  copy  of  it  to  Earl  Russell.  Hitherto  the  British  author- 
lies  have  failed  to  i)revent  such  transactions,  assigning  as  the  reason  a 
want  of  authentic  evidence  of  the  illegal  character  and  purposes  of  the 
vessels  which  you  have  denounced.  It  will  perhaps  be  useful  to  give  the 
government  this  unquestionable  evidence  of  the  infraction  of  the  neu- 
lality  laws,  in  the  very  two  cases  of  which  you  have  already  complained 
■Ithont  success.  Although  these  two  vessels  are  now  beyond  the  reach 
f  British  authority,  the  evidence  which  shows  that  they  ought  to  have 
een  detained  may  possibly  lend  some  probability  to  new  complaints  in 
^gard  to  other  vessels  of  a  similar  character  now  being  built  in  Eng- 
oid. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  n.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Frajscis  Adams,  Esq.,  dr.,  rf^c.,  dc 

[For  inclosure  see  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  238,  of 
<5tober  10,  1862,  post.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

E^o.  238.]  Legation  of  tiie  United  States, 

London,  October  10,  18G2. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  coi)ies  of  further  notes  that  have 
hissed  between  Lord  Russell  and  myself  in  regfird  to  the  outfits  in  behalf 
f  the  insurgents  made  from  the  ports  of  this  kingdom. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

'CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


• 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  October  9,  1862. 

My  Lord  :  I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  lordship  a  copy 
^^  an  intercepted  letter  which  I  have  received  from  my  government, 
^iug  the  further  evidence  to  which  I  made  allusion  in  my  note*  to  your 
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lordsliip  of  the  30tli  of  Sept^^niber,  as  subatuntiatinj:  the  allegatioM 
made  of  the  infringements  of  the  enlistment  law  by  the  insur|j*»ntsof 
the  United  States  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain.  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  fact  to  which  your  lordship  calls  my  attention  in  the  note  of  tbe4tli 
instant,  the  recei)tion  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  aeknowledfrc  that 
her  Majesty's  ij^overnnient  are  nnable  to  go  beyond  the  law,  nnuiiciittl 
and  international,  in  preventing  enterprises  of  the  kind  refem**!  to. 
Butnn  the  representations  which  I  have  had  the  honor  lately  to  make.I 
beg  to  remind  your  lordship  that  I  base  them  upon  evidence  whiA 
applies  directly  to  inftiugements  of  municipal  law  itself,  and  not  t* 
anything  beyond  it.  The  consequence  of  an  omission  to  enforei*  iti 
penalties  is,  thc^refore,  necessarily  that  heretofore  pointed  out  by  emi- , 
nent  counsel,  to  wit,  that  "the  law  is  little  better  than  a  dead  Irtt**!;' 
a  result  against  which  "  the  government  of  the  United  States  has  si*ri<)tt< 
ground  of  remonstrance.'' 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  cniisiili'n. 
tion  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  nu>st  obtiiieni 
servant, 

CHARLES  FKAXCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  dr.,  d-c,  dr. 

[Note  of  the  30th  of  September  will  be  found  with  ]Mr.  Adams's  dis- 
patch Xo.  230,  October  3, 18G2,  and  note  of  the  4th  of  OctolnT,  l^ 
inclos<»d,  i)rinted  with  same  dispatch,  both  under  the  subdivision  **Tlif 
^Vlabaum,"  Vol.  III.] 


S.  K.  MaUory  to  James  H.  Xorth, 

Confederate  States  of  A:MERirA, 

Nacy  Department,  Rkhmondj  July  12, 1?^-. 

Sir  :  Yoiu'  letter  of  the  29th  of  March  last  reached  me  this  inoniing. 

The  department  notified  you,  on  the  11th  of  January  last,  thaty«itt 
would  receive  orders  to  command  the  second  vessel  then  being  bnilt  in 
England,  but  for  reasons  satisfactory  to  the  department  you  were  sob- 
sequently  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  first  vessel,"  the  Floridi. 
(Oreto,)  now  at  Nassau;  and  any  just  gi'ound  for  "the  surprise  and 
aMonisliment"  in  this  resi>ect  at  •the  depjutment's  action  is  not  ptf* 
ceived. 

A  commission  as  commander  for  the  war  was  sent  you  on  the  fifth  o( 
May,  and  y<mr  failure  to  follow  the  Oreto,  which  left  England  abonttl* 
21st*  of  March,  and  to  take  commaud  of  her  as  was  contemplated,  and 
as  you  were  apprised  by  Captain  Bullock,  on  the  2Cth  of  March,  is  not 
understood,  and  has  been  productive  of  some  embarrassment. 

Cai)tain  Bullock  was  nominated  by  the  executive  for  his  i)osition  in 
the  navy  under  existing  law,  and  was  duly  confirme<l  by  the  Senate, 
and  your  protest  to  this  department  against  the  action  of  these  coordi- 
nate branches  of  your  government  is  out  of  plae«. 

UlK>n  the  receipt  of  this  letter  you  will  turn  over  to  Lieutenant  G.  F. 
Sinclair  the  instructions  which  you  may  have  receive<l,  together  with 
any  public  funds  in  your  hands,  and  return  to  the  Confederate  Stat<« 
in  such  manner  as  your  judgment  may  direct 
. 

*  She  sailed  on  the  S3d  of  March. 
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Should  you  not  be  provided  with  fuuds  for  this  purpose,  Commander 
hillock  will,  upon  your  application,  supply  them. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLORY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commander  James  H.  North, 

C.  8.  X.J  liondonj  England. 

[For  Captain  Maffit's  admission  see  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to*  Mr. 
lewmd,  No.  497,  post;  September  17, 1863.  For  evidence  as  to  Captain 
^ock\s  operations  in  England,  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Ap- 
^iBudix,  No.  15,  given  in  court  June  23, 1803 ;  also  in  this  correspond- 
ence in  1863,  j)08t,\ 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adanis. 

To.  378.]  Department  of  State, 

Waithington,  October  25, 1862. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  October  10  (No.  238)  has  been  received.  Your 
ply  to  Earl  Kussell's  note  of  the  4th  instant  on  the  subject  of  British 
itfits  of  British-built  vessels  from  British  ports,  with  British-shipped 
'ew8,to  depredate  on  American  commerce  on  the  high  seas,  is  approved 
r  the  President.  I  do  not  know  how  I  could  add  a  word  to  fortify  or 
iprove  the  clear,  calm,  and  energetic  protest  which  that  paper  con- 
ins. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLI^VM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c6c.,  ct-c,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

DEPART3IENT  OF  STATE, 

Washingtmij  February  16, 1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  inclose  extracts  from  a  letter  of  the  26tli  ultimo,  ad- 
iiessed  by  the  United  States  consul  at  Nassau  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
lavy,  from  which  it  appears  that  undue  partiality  has  been  shown  b^' 
he  authorities  there  to  the  insurgeut  steamer  which  left  England  under 
he  name  of  the  Oreto,  but  now  chiims  that  of  the  Florida. 

Ton  will  much  oblige  me  by  making  inquiry  in  regard  to  the  repre- 
entations  of  Mr.  Whiting  upon  this  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's 
•bedient  serv^ant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ttr.,  <tc.,  tie. 


,  Mr.  Welles  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Navy  Department, 

February  12,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  an  extract  from  a  dispatch, 
kted  the  26th  ultimo,  received  £rom  Consul  Whiting,  at  ll^assau,  rela- 
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tive  to  tlie  arrival  of  the  rebel  steamer  Oreto  at  that  port,  and  tbeper- 
misaion  given  her  to  coal.  This  is  in  strong  contrast  with  the  conduct 
of  the  same  authorities,  who  would  not  permit  the  United  States  steanw 
Dacotah,  the  cruiser  of  a  friendly  nation,  such  privilege.  The  fiemt 
piratical  vessel,  whose  special  object  is  to  depredate  on  the  peacefiil 
commerce  of  a  friendly  nation,  has  every  fa<ji lit j' to  aid  him  fromtbe 
colonial  authorities  at  Nassau,  while  the  public  ships  of  that  nation 
which  is  striving  to  protect  commerce  is  denied  these  pnvileges. 

It  appears  to  me  proper  that  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  represi-nt 
ative  should  be  called  to  these  extraordinary  i)roceedings,  in  order  that 
they  may  be  communicated  to  his  government,  and  it  is  with  that  \m 
that  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  these  suggestions,  and  the  accompany 
ing  extract  from  Mr.  Whiting's  dispatch. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
iSecrctary  of  the  Xarif, 
Hon.  William  IT.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Welles. 

[Extract.] 

Xo.  2.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau  J  X.  P.,  January  20,  Wh^, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  at  this  iK)rt.  tliw 
morning,  of  the  confederate  steamer  Florida,  late  the  noted  Ontu. 
Maffit,  late  of  the  United  States  na\^',  commander. 

This  pirate  ship  entered  this  iwrt  without  any  restrictions,  with  the 
secession  flag  at  her  peak^  and  the  secession  war  ])ennant  at  the  moin, 
and  anchored  abreast  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  steamer  Barraconta, 
Maffit  and  his  officers  landing  in  the  garrison  boat,  escorted  by  the  i^ost 

adjutant,  Williams,  of  the  2d  W.  L  regiment. 

»  •  •  ••  »  »  • 

The  privateer,  soon  after  anchoring,  commenced  coaling,  by  pennis- 
sion  of  the  authorities — an  evidence  of  the  perfect  neutrality  which  exists 
here  where  the  United  States  steamer  Dacotahj  but  a  few  months  siDce. 
was  only  permitted  to  take  on  board  twenty  tons  of  coal  from  an  Aineri^ 
can  bark,  oft'  llog  Island ;  and  only  then,  on  Captain  McHinstry  and 
myself  pledging  ourselves,  in  writing,  that  within  ten  days  after  lea\inj 
this  poi-t  she  would  not  be  cruising  within  Jive  miles  of  any  island  of  tto 
Bahama  government.  *  *  •  •  ♦  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  WHITING, 

United  Stato  Consnl. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy J  Washington. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  February  19, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  rfftj 
16th  instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  addressed  by  tte  Uoit^ 
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?s  coiiaul  in  the  Bahamas  Islands  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nav^^,  in 

h  certain  statements  are  made  concerning  the  reception  of  the 

ner  Oreto,  or  Floridn,  at  Nassau. 

n-ill,  in  compliance  witli  your  request,  make  inquiry  with  regard  to 

e  statements,  and  I  will,  without  loss  of  time,  do  myself  the  honor 

mununicate  the  result  to  you. 

fiave  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 

lient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS, 
on.  William  H.  Seward,  <£t.,  dr.,  dc 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.] 

40.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool  February  28,  1863. 
[j{:«  •  »  »  »  •  «  » 

b«»g  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  inclosure  Xo.  3,  contjiining  slips 
1  the  newspapers,  one  referring  to  the  litting  out  of  tiie  steamer 
Ida,  late  Oreto,  for  a  three  months'  cruise  at  Nassau.  1  have  sent  a 
licate  of  this  slip  to  our  minister  at  London,  and  also  informed  him 

he  repairing  of  tlie  Sumter  at  Birkinhe.id. 

•  •••••••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  n.  DUDLEY. 
bu.  William  II.  Seward^ 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  Liverpool  Journal  of  Commerce,  February  27,  1863.] 
THE  FLORIDA,  LATE   ORETO. 

lie  Florida  arrived  at  Nassau  on  the  30th  ultimo.  The  secession 
ipathizers  were  jubilant,  while  the  Union  men  went  about  in  a  de- 
ssied  mood.  Captain  Maftit  immediately  went  to  visit  the  p:ovemor 
be  city.  He  wasreceived  verv  cordially  and  dined  with  his  excellency 
5  Florida  presentxMl  a  man-ol- war-like  ai>pearance,  her  masts  beinj? 
1  set,  yards  neatly  scpiared,  and  the  brass  work  well  i)olished.  The 
:t  morning  the  Florida's  decks  were  alive  with  a  pin^  of  laborers 
n  the  town,  who  immediately  set  to  work  in  making  sundry  altera- 
18  in  her  interior  arrangements,  while  the  lighters  from  shore  brought 
board  provisions  of  all  kinds,  a  chain  cable,  and  rigging.  The  con- 
erate  ofticers,  in  the  mean  time,  were  on  shore,  and  succeeded  in  pick- 
up ten  or  fifteen  recruits,  all  seamen,  and  hailing  from  every  coun- 
in  the  world.  The  oflicers  stated  openly  that  there  wa.s  no  Yankee 
sel  built  yet  which  could  come  near,  much  less  catch  the  Florida,  for 
as  an  easy  matter  to  drive  her  seventeen  miles  an  hour.  They  ridi- 
^  the  idea  that  the  Vanderbilt  could  be  a  match  for  her,  and  wish  for 
ial.  Tliey  state  that  they  would  go  down  to  the  track  of  the  home- 
fl-ljound  East  India  vessels.  The  Florida  left  Nassau  on  the  evening 
he  31st,  fully  supplied  for  a  three  months' cruise.  She  is  reported  to 
e  made  seven  prizes  oft*  the  coast  of  Cuba,  and  one  on  the  Bahama 
ks.  All  purchases  by  the  confederate  officers  were  paid  for  in 
them  money,  which  is  taken  at  par  everywhere  in  Nassau. 
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2[r.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  505.]  DEPART3IENT   OF   STATE, 

Wa^hingtony  March  9,  isai 

Sir  :  The  recent  capture  and  destruction  of  the  Jacob  Bell,  with  ber 
cargo,  valued  at  one  and  halt'  million,  by  the  piratical  steam  vess**]  the 
Florida,  fitted  out  and  dispatched  from  Liverpool,  is  regarded  by  the 
merchants  in  our  seaports  as  indicating  nothing  less  than  a  destnittkm 
of  our  national  navigating  interest,  unless  that  calamity  C4in  be  prevents 
by  either  the  enforcement  of  the  neuti-ality  law  of  Great  Britain,  or  the 
employment  of  an  adequate  force  under  commi86kHi6  of  fharque  sid 
reprisal.    Congress  has  conferred  upon  the  President  amjde  iK>wer  for 
the  execution  of  the  latter  measure,  and  the  necessary  arrangements  for 
it  are  now  engaging  the  attention  of  the  pro])er  departments.    It  i^not 
without  great  reluctance  that  the  President  is  coming  to  the  adoption  of 
that  policy.    But  the  preservation  of  the  national  life  is  a  supreme 
necessity ;  and  if  there  shall  be  no  improvement  in  the  condition  of 
things  to  which  I  have  adverted,  the  voice  of  the  nation  for  the  adop- 
ti(m  of  the  last  resort  of  maritime  war  is  likely  to  become  unanimous  and 
exacting.    The  President  thinks  the  emergency  sufficiently  gnive  to 
justify  me  in  asking  you  to  seek,  with  as  little  delay  as  may  Ih*  con- 
venient, an  interview  with  Jiarl  Kussell,  in  which  you  will  conlidentially 
make  known  to  him  the  exact  condition  of  aflairs  in  the resi>ect  mentioned, 
and  submit  for  his  lordship- s  consideration  the  inquiry  whether  her 
Majesty's  government  cannot  think  it  proper  and  possible  to  secure  the 
adoption  of  some  means  to  preventeifectually  the  further  anuament,eq# 
ment,  and  dispatch  of  hostile  vessels  from  British  ports  for  tlie  destruction 
of  American  (commerce.     The  argument,  as  it  is  i)ut  in  American  commer 
cial  circles,  is,  that  war  is  carried  on  against  theUnite^l  States  hy  forces 
levied  and  dispatched  from  the  British  islands,  while  the  United  States 
are  at  peace  with  Great  Britain.    Though  we  may  regaixl  this  statement 
of  thii  case  as  extravagant,  if  not  altogether  erroneous,  it  cannot  be 
concealed  that  it  has  sufficient  appearance  of  truth  on  this  side  of  the 
ocean  to  render  it  necessary  to  prot^ict  our  commerire  by  employing  every 
possible  means  of  defense.    It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  IJnit<Hl  States  means,  in  adopting  this  course,  auythinif 
else  rather  than  a  demonstration  upon  the  sentiment  ofr  sensibilities  of 
Great  Britain.    It  seeks  only,  in  a  calm  and  confidential  tliough  earnest 
manner,  to  prevent  an  alienation  between  the  two  countries,  which  murt 
be  deeply  disastrous  to  both,  while  it  would  grieve  and  afflict  the  friends 
of  constitutional  government,  of  freedom  and  humanity  throughout  tin 
world.    We  have  thought  that  we  were  securing  a  more  oonsiderilf 
view  of  our  rights  in  the  councils  of  the  British  government  with  titf 
consent  of  the  British  nation.    We  are  therefore  more  earnestly  ^d 
sincerely,  than  ever  before,  desirous  to  avoid  new  embarrassments  with 
Great  Britain.    Her  Majesty's  government  will  do  us  great  injustice  ^ 
they  do  not  understand  us  as  speaking  solely  under  the  influence  of 
these  just  and  generous  sentiments. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

AVILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dtc,  ifcc,  cCr. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

n.]  Department  of  State, 

Washhigtmij  March  23, 18G3. 

:  I  transmit  witli  this  dispatch  a  coTnmiinication  made  to  this  de- 
ent  by  Mr.  Edward  Trowbridge,  giving  an  account  of  hospitalities 
I  by  the  British  local  authorities  at  Barbadoes  to  the  piratical 
er  Florid*.  The  facts  thus  related,  taken  together  with  the  i)re- 
history  of  that  vessel,  uHiLe  out  the  following  case,  nanielj^: 
it  the  British  government,  though  ^wn«*6d  during  the  progress  of 
ansaetion,  nevertheless  did  not  prevent  the  Florida  from  being 
manned,  armed,  and  equipped  in  the  port  of  Liveii)ool,  in  Great 
n,  and  sent  out  on  an  expedition  for  the  purpose  of  destroying 
ican  commercial  vessels  on  the  high  seiis;  that  this  vessel  reached 
e,  escaping  the  vigilance  of  the  blockading  squadron  of  the  United 
5;  that,  after  a  long  detention  there,  she  made  her  way  out  of  that 
md  captured,  on  the  high  seas,  two  unarmed  American  vessels, 
d  them  of  their  cargoes,  and  then  sunk  the  vessels.  Having  com- 
l  these  acts  of  piracy,  she  proceeded  directly  to  the  port  of  Barba- 
received  there  a  shelter,  and  took  on  board  one  hundred  tons  of 
s\  ith  provisions  and  clothing.  It  does  not  appear  that  these  sup- 
svere  furnished  to  her  on  the  i}lea  of  distress,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
?eem  to  have  been  asked  and  conceded  upon  the  ground  that  any 
I  of  her  known  character  and  occupation  is  entitled  to  enter  some 
h  port  to  procure  supplies  and  provisions  once  in  every  x)eriod 
•ee  mouths,  without  even  entering  any  port  of  the  United  States, 
yectiug  or  taking  any  proceedings  to  subject  the  legality  of  her 
res,  or  other  depredations,  to  trial  by  any  tribunal  in  any  country 
!ver.  Even  if  the  United  States  could  concede  that  the  insurgents 
n  arms  against  them  are  a  lawful  belligerent,  they  must  still  hold 
or  a  fiiendly  nation  to  permit  such  a  belligerent  to  use  its  ports  for 
;  out,  supporting,  and  maintaining  cruisers  upon  the  high  seas, 
iible  to  no  national  autjiority  whatever,  is  an  act  not  waiTantedby 
ws  or  customs  of  civilized  nations. 

5  President  is  unable  to  see  in  this  transaction  an>i;hing  different 
a  case  of  open  piracy  rendered  effective  through  the  mistaken  tol- 
n  of  subordinate  authorities  of  the  British  government  in  Great 
in  and  her  colonies.  ]Ko  bounds  can  be  assigned  to  the  probable 
tions  of  vessels  thus  i)ractically  sent  forth  and  maintained  upon 
igh  seas  by  British  subjects  through  the  mistaken  toleration  of  the 
rities.  What  can  be  foreseen  is,  that  if  the  practice  shall  be  suf- 
to  continue,  it  cannot  fail  to  require  such  remedies  as  the  United 
i  shall  have  the  ability  and  the  lawful  right  to  adopt,  even  if  such 
lies'should  unavoidably  prove  injurious  to  the  commerce  of  friendly 
18,  or  to  the  harmony  between  the  two  countries,  so  eminently  to 
rired. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  n.  SEWAKD. 

lELES  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfcc,  dkc. 


.   Mr.  Trowbridge  to  Mr.  Seward. 

\.]  Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Barbadoes^  February  26, 1863. 

:  It  becomes  my  duty  to  advise  you  of  the  arrival  at  this  port,  on 
:th  instant;  at  11  a.  m.,  of  the  rebel  privateer  aleamet  1^\o\\^^^aXvi;^ 
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OretOj  ]\raffif,  eonimaiuler,  oijjbt  p:nns,  (she  reports  last  from  Mobile,)  in 
want  of  coal  and  provisions.  Slie  also  reported  to  the  harbor  master 
that  she  eai)tured  and  burnt,  on  18th  instant,  fifty  miles  northeast  of 
St.  Thomas,  the  American  ship  John  (or  Jacob)  Bell,  one  thousand  thiw 
hundred  and  ninety-six  tons,  bound  from  China  to  JS'ew  York,  witha 
valuable  cargo  of  teas  and  silks;  her  cr^w,  fifty  men,  were  put  on  b(i«id 
of  a  Danish  vessel  boun<l  for  St.  Thomas;  also  that  she  burnnl  one 
Ami^iican  vessel  each  day  since  running  out  of  Mobile.  Immediatdv 
upon  her  coming  to  anchor  1  wrote,  to  his  excellency  the  governor,  ami 
protested,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  against  her  ]>eing  perinittw! 
to  remain  here,  or  to  obtain  any  supplies.  A  copy  of  said  letter.  No.  1. 
I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith.  In  about  an  half  hour  alter  the 
said  letter  was  sent  to  the  governor,  his  excellency  called  upon  me  at 
the  consulate  in  person,  Jind  stated  that  he  had  received  my  connnuni 
cation;  ''that  in  accordance  with  her  Majesty's  proclamation  lie  eould 
not  prevent  the  so-called  confederate  steamer  of  war  fromj)btainiii;,^  nwl 
and  ])rovisions  suflicient  to  carry  her  to  a  port  in  her  own*countrv:  thai 
her  Majesty  did  not  recognize  tho  steamer  fis  a  privateer,  but  as  a  ve'^scl 
of  war  belonging  to  ti  belligerent  power.  He  said  Cai>tain  ^lattit  liail 
called  upon  him,  and  requested  that  he  might  be  sui>plied  with  ninety 
tons  coal,  which  would  take  him  to  Charlestoir,  to  whieh  he,  the  jrov 
ernor,  assented.  The  governor  further  stated  to  me  that  this  vessel 
would  not  be  permitted  to  coal  again  at  this  island,  or  any  other  of  ber 
Majesty's  ])ossessions  in  the  West  Indies,  for  the  space  of  three  months, 
ami  that  he  sluiuld  at  once  write  to  the  governoi-s  of  all  the  islands  to 
this  effect."  Immediately  after  this  int(T\iew  with  the  governor,  Cap- 
tain I).  H.  Blake,  of  the  American  bark  Sarah  A.  Nickels,  of  Si*arsport, 
called  on  me,  and  stated  that  he  was  passing  the  port  from  Buenos 
Ayres,  bound  to  Cuba  in  ballast,  and  sighting  the  rebel  steamer  he 
changed  his  course,  and  ran  into  this,  (CarUsle  Bay,)  and  came  to  ancbor 
for  prot(»ct ion.  1  will  here  state  that  both  the  steamer  Florida  and  the  Sarah 
A.  Nickels  came  to  anchor  within  five  minutes  of  each  other.  Captain 
Blake?  stated  to  me  that  he  wished  to  ])ro(^eed  at  once  on  his  voyage,  aod 
requested  that  I  would  cause  the  rebel  st<3aftier  to  be  detainee!  here  till 
he  could  get  clear  of  him,  whereupon  I  wrote  a  second  dispatch  to  the 
governor,  a  copy  of  which  (No.  2)  I  also  inclose  herein,  and  also  the  gov- 
ernor's reply  to  the  same.  Immediately  after  the  governor's  rf  ply  vas 
received.  Captain  Blake  proceeded  on  his  voyage,  kindly  consenting, 
however,  to  take  a  dispatch  for  mc*  to  our  consul  at  St.  Tliomas,  where, 
I  trust,  some  of  our  United  States  ships  of  war  may  chance  to  be.  I 
inclose,  also,  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  John  T.  Edgar,  Esq.,  consul  at  St 
Thomas.  I  have  written  to  the  United  States  consuls  at  ^fartiniqne 
and  Demerara,  and  requested  them  to  give  the  information  of  the  reWl 
steamer  Florida  being  here  to  our  consuls  in  their  vicinities.  The  Fliirida 
left  this  port  last  evening  at  7  o'clock,  having  taken  about  one  hundred 
tons  of  coal,  some  provisions,  and  some  clothing,  boldly  denshiring  that 
they  would  capture  and  bum  every  American  vessel  that  they  fell  in 
with.  In  c(mnection  with  the  foregoing,  I  will  state  that  the  British 
house  of  Michael  Cavan  &  Co.,  here,  seem  to  act  as  agents  for  all  the 
rebel  st<?amers  that  call  here  for  coal  and  other  supplies,  they  hann? 
coaled  the  steamers  Scotia,  Pearl,  Eagle,  sind  now  this  i)irate  Florida. 
The  two  first  named  steamers  have  since  lM?en  captured  while  trjingto 
run  the  blockade  at  Charleston.  The  feeling  among  this  entire  comiua- 
nity  (with  one  or  two  exceptions)  is  strongly  in  sympathy  with  the  South, 
and  the  success  of  the  southern  confederacy. 
Tlie  governor  stated  to  me,  in  conversation,  that  any  United  State* 
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tamers  Of  war,  coming  here,  would  be  allowed  the  same  privilege  the 
orida  had.  I  feel  that  the  tlianks  of  the  goverameiit  are  due  to  Captain 
ake  for  his  kindness  in  going  to  St.  Thomas  with  my  dispatch  to  the 
nsul,  as  he  was  bound  direct  to  Matanzas. 

The  only  American  vessel  now  in  port  is  the  ship  Dione,  of  Boston, 
)m  Callao,  discliarging  a  cargo  of  guano.    I  trust  that  my  letters  to 
e  governor  ui)on  this  subject  may  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  dei)art- 
ent. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

EDWAKD  TROWBRIDGE, 

United  States  Consul. 
Hon.  WILLIA31  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No.  1. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

BarbadoeSj  February  24,  1863. 

May  it  please  your  excellency,  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  call  your 
tention  to  the  fact  of  the  privateer  Florida's  arrival  at  this  port,  this 
oming,  under  the  so-called  confederate  flag — a  flag  that  is  not  recog- 
ized  by  her  Majesty's  government,  or  any  other  nation — for  the  pur- 
)se,  ostensibly,  of  obtaining  coal  and  provisions.  It  is  w^ell  known  that 
16  has,  w  ithin  the  past  two  months,  captured  and  burnt  several  United 
tates  merchant  vessels,  on  the  high  seas,  which  were  engaged  in  lawful 
•ade. 

There  are  now  several  United  States  merchant  vessels  in  this  port, 
ne  of  them  desirous  of  leaving  this  evening. 

I  trust  that  in  view  of  these  (circumstances,  and  taking  into  consider- 
tion  the  pacific  and  friendly  relations  at  present  existing  between  her 
lajesty's  government  and  the  United  States,  your  excellenc*y  will  be 
^leased  to  prevent  this  vessel  from  obtaining  coals  here,  or  any  other 
applies  that  will  aid  her  in  carrying  on  .her  illegal  pursuits. 
I  trust  that  your  excellency  will  be  plea,sed  to  order  that  this  vessel 
hall  depart  from  this  port  at  once. 

As  representative  for  the  United  States  of  America,  I  feel  it  my  duty, 
^A  do  hereby  protest,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  against  this 
►rivateer  vessel  being  permitted  to  obtain  coal,  or  any  supplies,  contra- 
band of  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  TROWBRIDGE, 

United  States  Consul. 
James  Walker,  Esq.,  C.  B., 

Oovemor  Oeneral,  d'c,  cfce. 


No.  2. 
Mr.  Trowbridge  to  Oovemor  Walker. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Barbadoes^  February  24,  1803. 

May  it  please  your  excellency.  Captain  D.  H.  Blake,  of  the  United 
tates  merchant  bark  Sarah  E.  Nickels,  came  into  this  port  this  morn^ 
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ing,  from  fear  of  being  captured  by  the  so-called  confederate  steamer 
Florida.  lie  is  desirous  of  departing  on  bis  voyage  at  5  p.  in.  1  wouH 
therefore,  most  respectfully  request  that  your  excellency  will  cjuLsetlie 
steamer  Florida  to  remaiu  at  anchor  in  this  port  until  to-morrow  eveniDj 
at  5  p.  m. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

EDWAED  TROWBlilDGE, 

United  States  Consul, 
James  Walker,  Esq.,  C.  B., 

Oorernor  General^  cfcc,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Holligan  to  Mr.  Trmchridge. 

Secretary's  Office,  February  25, 1863. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  his  excellency  required  of  the  com- 
mander of  the  Florida  that  he  should  not  proceed  to  sea  until  twenty- 
four  hours  shoiUd  have  elapsed  after  the  departure  of  the  bark  Sarah 
A.  [Nickels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JA]VIES  li.  HOLLIG.VN, 

Colonial  Secretary. 
E.  Trowbridge,  Esq., 

Consul  for  the  UniUd  States  of  America. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

Washington,  March  25, 1863. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  note  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  addrew 
to  me  on  the  IGth  of  last  month,  respecting  the  reception  of  the  Oreto 
or  Florida  at  ]S^assau,  and  to  my  answer,  dated  the  19th  of  the  same 
month,  I  beg  to  transmit  to  you  copies  of  a  dispatch  and  it«  enclosures 
which  I  received  the  day  before  yesterday  from  the  governor  of  the  Ba- 
hama Islands. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir, yourmort 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYOXS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  etc.,  cfcc,  cfcc. 


Oovernor  Bayley  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Government  House, 
Nassau^  Bahamas^  March  11, 1863. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  lordship's dispat(^ 
inclosing  a  complaint  trom  the  United  States  consid  at  this  port  to  Mr. 
Seward,  the  Secretary  of  State,  respecting  undue  advantages  alleged  to 
have  been  given  to  the  confederate  steamer  Florida  in  this  haibor. 

In  reply,  I  beg  to  state  that  no  undue  advantages  were  accorded  to 
the  Florida.  She  arrived  in  our  harbor,  having  steamed  over  the  W 
without  a  pilot,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  26tii  of  January.  I^ 
not  aware  of  it  till  8  or  9  o'clock  a.  m.  About  thsit  hpwc  CSaptem  IMH^ 
called  ( I  think  in  company  with  the  fort  adjutant)  to  erglaiM  tint  ^ 
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iras  ignorant  of  my  proclamation  requiring  that  ])ermiRsion  should  be 
formally  asked  before  any  man-of-war  belonging  to  either  of  the  two 
belligerents  could  enter  the  harbor.  I  did  not  see  him,  but  in  a  ver>' 
ihort  time  I  received  a  letter  from  him,  of  which  I  transmit  your  lordshii) 
i  copy,  along  with  the  copj'  of  the  memorandum  indorsed  on  it  by 
Dyseif  before  I  sent  it  to  the  colonial  secretary'.  The  Florida  remained 
a  harbor  about  twenty-six  hours,  during  which  time  I  neither  spoke  to 
or  saw  Captain  Maflit. 

So  far  from  any  advantage  having  been  accorded  to  the  Florida  which 
'as  not  accorded  to  United  States  vessels,  she  did  not  receive  privileges 
:|ual  to  those  w^hich  I  granted  to  the  United  States  gunboat  Stars  and 
trii)es.  That  vessel  entered  the  harbor  without  permission,  (which 
le  asked  for  after  she  had  come  in.)  Her  commander  then  asked  for 
a  extension  of  the  permission,  which  I  also  accx)rded,  and  she  remained 
I  harbor,  if  I  rememl)er  rightly,  three  or  four  days  for  the  alleged  pur- 
ose  of  undergoing  repairs. 

I  regret  that  the  Secretarj^  of  State  shmild  have  given  credence  to  the 
lisrepresentations  of  a  i)ersou  of  such  infirm  judgment  and  excitable 
tdgmcnt  as  Mr.  Whiting  has  i>roved  himself  to  be. 
I  have,  &c., 

C.  J.  BAYLEY,  Governor. 

Lord  Lyons. 


Confederate  States  Steamer  Florida, 

Xassatij  January  26,  1863. 

Sir:  As  this  vei^sel  is  in  distress  for  the  want  of  coal,  I  very  respect- 
iilly  request  permission  to  anchor  in  the  harbor  for  the  i)urpose  of 
ibtainiug  the  same, 

I  am,  &c., 

J.  N.  MAFFIT, 
Confederate  States  Karyj  Commanding. 

His  Excellency  th^  Governor, 

Xetc  Providence. 

[Copy.] 

I  grant  this  request  under  the  circumstances,  thereby  according  to  a 
confederate  steamer  the  same  ])rivilege8  which  I  have  formerly  granted  to 
federal  steamers.  But  the  iiTCgularity  in  delaying  to  make  this  request 
should  be  pointed  out,  and  the  pilot  called  on  to  explain  how  he  permit- 
ted the  Florida  without  my  permission. 

C.  J.  BAYLEY. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

1^0.532.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  March  28, 1863. 

Sir:  I  inclose  for  your  information  the  copy  of  a  note  of  the  25th 
^Stant,  from  Lord  Lyons,  with  a  copy  of  the  papers  which  accompanied 
t,  relative  to  the  reception  of  the  Oreto  or  Florida  at  Xassau. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  etc.,  etc.,  &c. 

[For  note  inclosed  see  preceding  note  of  Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward 
f  March  25, 1863.] 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracte.] 

Xo.  359.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Ijyndon^  March  28, 186.1 

Sir:  Til  transmitting  herewith  a  copy  of  The  Morning  Star  of  to^, 
containing  a  report  of  tlie  debate  of  hist  evening  in  tlie  House  of  Coi 
inons,  1  eau  only  express  my  regret  that  the  substance  of  it  should  fid 
so  far  short  of  what  I  hiul  been  led  to  expect. 

The  result  is  rather  to  undo  in  the  popular  mind  the  cflfect  of  hud 
Russeirs  speech  than  to  continn  it.  In  truth,  this  exhibition  furnidM 
another  illustration  of  the  horizontal  manner  in  which  our  struggle  ii 
dividing  opinion  in  Great  Britain. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

*  CHAIILES  FEANCIS  ADAM& 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

/Secretary  of  State. 

[For  debate  referred  to  see  Parlimentary  and  Judicial  Appendix  NaJ.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyon^. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  April  13, 1863. 

My  Lord:  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  correspondence  between  Rear- Admi- 
ral Wilkes  and  the  governor  of  the  British  island  of  Barbados,  relatiw 
to  an  alleged  disregard,  by  the  latter,  of  her  Majesty's  orders  in  pe^Di^ 
ting  the  insurgent  steamer  Florida,  Maffit,  commander,  to  take  in  a  sup- 
ply of  coal  at  that  island,  «aftcr  having  taken  in  a  fuU  supply  at  Nastfi 
only  thirty  days  before. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  ser\'ant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  (fee,  cfcc,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Welles  to  Mr.  Seward.  * 

Navy  Department,  April  6, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  perusal,  and  such  action  tf 
you  may  deem  proper,  the  a  cc<  mi  panning  dispatches,  Nos.l9aDd3l) 
from  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Wilkes,  with  copies  of  correspondenee 
betweiMi  him  and  (xovernor  Walker  at  Barbados. 

I  desire  to  respectfully  invite  your  .attention  to  the  feet  here  disckirf 
of  the  manner  in  whicli  her  Majesty's  proclamation  is  observed  irf 
regarded,  especially  in  permitting  the  rebel  privateer  Florida  to  cod  ii 
full  at  Nassau  with  a  sui)ply  of  IGO  tons,  and  in  thirty  days  thereate 
to  again  recitive  a  supply  at  Barbados,  against  protest  of  the  AmeaoM 
consul. 

Hoping  these  infractions  may  receive  particular  consideratioii|  I  tait 

the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

iSecreiary  ^  ^  JSim-  * 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  dr. 
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Bear-Admiral  Wilkes  to  Mr.  Welles. 

19.]     United  States  Flag  Steamship  Vandeebilt, 

At  Barbados^  W.  /•,  March  7, 1863. 

IB :  A  few  hours  before  I  joined  the  Vanderbilt,  I  learned  that  the 
rida  had  been  left  at  Barbados  by  an  American  brig,  and  was  to  take 
toal  and  supplies,  and  sail  within  twenty-four  hours. 
Jthough  I  did  not  expect  to  hear  of  her  visiting  an  EngNsh  port  in 
i  than  thirty  days  after  having  coaled  at  Nassau,  I  felt  satisfied  that 
statement  of  the  captain  of  the  brig  was  to  be  relied  upon.  The 
chusett  and  Oneida  being  under  repairs  and  coaling,  I  lost  no  time 
oining  the  Vanderbilt,  on  board  of  which  vessel  I  immediately  shifted 
flag,  and  passed  around  Puerto  Bico  to  the  Mona  passage  to  meet 
Alabama  at  the  place  appointed  by  Captains  Baldwin  and  Nichols 
k  rendezvous.  Thence  we  made  all  haste  for  the  island  of  Gaudaloupe, 
nta  Petoe,  but  they  had  no  news  of  the  Florida  at  Barbados.  We 
a  passed  along  Dominico,  and  also  Martinique,  communicating  with 
latter,  and  thence  direct  to  this  island,  where  I  was  informed  by  our 
sul,  Mr.  Trowbridge,  of  all  the  circumstances  under  which  the  Florida 
I  been  permitted  to  enter  and  coal,  by  the  permission  of  the  gover- 

of  the  island. 
Ir.  Trowbridge  had  made  a  strong  protest  to  the  governor  against 

Florida  being  permitted  to  take  in  coal  and  repair.  He  has  for- 
rded  the  protest  as  well  as  the  result  of  his  interview,  which  the  gov- 
or  sought,  to  the  Secretarj^  of  State,  which  I  presume  you  will  have 
eived  ere  this  dispatch  reaches  you.  I  immediately  determined  to 
I  ai>on  the  governor,  and  sent  on  shore  to  ask  the  hour  he  would 
eive  me.  I  was  courteously  received.  At  the  interview  I  stated  to 
1  the  facts  as  to  the  Florida  having  coaled  at  Xassau,  and  my  sur- 
Be  that  he  should  have  permitted  such  an  infraction  of  her  Majesty's 
es,  established  for  the  belligerents.  He  at  first  said  he  had  no  dis- 
ftion  in  the  matter,  and  as  he  had  before  given  permission  to  the  San 
cinto  to  coal  and  repair,  without  inquiry^  he  had  done  the  same  in  the 
le  of  the  Florida  when  it  was  asked  of  him.  The  news  of  the  coaling 
the  Florida  at  jS^assau  became  public  two  days  after  she  left,  but 
«  credibly  informed,  coming  indeed  from  one  of  the  governor's  couu- 
,  that  the  governor  had  stated  before  the  coimcil  that  he  had  informa- 
n  of  it  when  the  Florida  arrived.  Maflftt  received  a  welcome  from 
i  governor,  and  his  hospitality.  He,  MaflBt,  informed  the  governor  of 
I  cruise,  of  the  destruction  of  the  Jacob  Bell  and  other  vessels,  of 
lich  h«  boasted,  gave  out  that  it  was  his  intention  to  depredate  on 
r  commerce,  not  in  this  viciuitv,  but  at  some  thousands  of  miles  dis- 
It 

Phe  governor's  answers  to  my  interrogatories  were  cautious,  and  at 
les  confused,  particularly'  when  1  inquired  into  his  reasons  for  not 
king  an  investigation  into  the  facts  of  the  Florida,  when  his  atten- 
a  h^  been  specially  called  to  it  by  the  protest  of  the  American  con- 
>  our  only  representative  at  this  island.  He  at  last  said  it  was 
med  by  him  to  be  no  part  of  his  duty ;  throughout  the  whole  inter- 
w  with  him  he  seemed  nervous  and  uneasy. 

a  the  conversation  he  told  me  that  since  the  Florida  sailed^  he  had 
latched  circulars  to  all  the  islands  in  the  West  Indies,  relative  to  the 
I  Jacinto  and  Florida  having  coaled  at  his  island ;  but  on  inquiry,  if 
isau  and  Bermuda  had  been  included,  he  applied  to  his  secretary, 
»  answered  him  in  the  negative;  at  which  I  expressed  my  surprise 
40  A  o— VOL.  n 
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as  they  were  the  two  most  important  poiuts,  and  furnislied  the  hirgei«t 
trade  hi  contrabands  and  were  strong  sympathizers  with  the  ivUls.  I 
endeavored  to  i>ress  iii)on  him  a  reply  to  my  question  if  he  li;nl  not 
received  information  of  the  Florida's  eoalin^j:  at  Xassau,  for  I  >vassit- 
islied  that  sneh  ha<l  been  the  ease,  and  that  Maftit  had  broujrht  leTtci? 
and  disx)ateh(is  for  him,  or  others  connected  with  the  government  fruin 
Nassan,  as  there  was  no  other  way  by  which  he  coiUd  ])0ssibly  have  ob- 
tained information.  Finally  I  said  to  him  that  1  shouhl  addi-essblmi 
dis])at<!h  that  afternoon,  and  wouhl  request  a  prompt  answer  to  it.  a*  1 
intended  to  leave  the  port  at  the  allotted  time  of  her  Maji'sty's  mitt 
This  1  did,  and  herewith  inclose  a  coi)y  of  it,  together  with  the  giiver- 
nor's  rej)ly,  which  will  give  you  the  <lenmnd  I  made  upon  hini  nmlhii 
evasive  answer ;  our  consul,  Mr.  Trowbridge,  Captain  Bahhvin  of  the 
Vancler])ilt,  and  Lieutenant  Todd,  my  Hag  lieutenant,  ])eing  pretieDL 
Maftit  gave  out  that  he  was  from  Mobile,  making  no  mention  ofliavinj 
ma<le  a  visit  to  Havana.  There  evidently  has  been  a  connivanw  be- 
tween the  governor  of  >>assau  an<l  the  governor  of  this  island,  by  letter 
or  dispatches  brought  by  Maftit  himsell',  and  which  admitted  him  to  cod 
&c.,  &c.,  in  direct  violation  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation  and  rules. 

After  the  receipt  of  the  governor's  dispatch  I  deemed  it  nut  worth 
while  to  ask  any  extension  of  the  rules,  to  stay  and  answer  it,  or  to 
entiT  into  any  argument  as  to  his  course  in  aiding  and  abettiiijj  the 
rebels,  as  I  well  knew  it  would  not  result  in  anything;  but  in  tliiscafif 
the  symi)athy  and  aid  has  been  carried  further,  and  with  an  audi- 
city  that  was  not  to  be  expected  of  any  ofiicial  of  her  ^lajesty,  except- 
ing Governor  liaily,  of  Nassau,  who  has  identified  himself  witii  the  con- 
traband trade;  that  it  has  become  almost  a  byword, 

I  ftatter  myself  that  my  visit  will  be  of  some  service  in  an'estiiig  thi« 
aid  and  comfort  to  the  rebels,  preventing,  in  future,  the  infraction  of  the 
rules  of  her  Majesty.  Since  1  have  been  in  command  of  this  srniadroa 
not  a  single  i)ound  of  coal  has  been  taken  from  a  British  port,  ^'of 
have  any  of  the  vessels  lK»en  permitted  to  enter  or  anchor  off  their  jwrta, 
yet  we  have  maintained  a  strict  watch  over  these  localitiej).  it  would 
be  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  our  o]»erations  if  the  British  goveniuient 
wouhl  establish  a  mode  l)y  which  the  infonnation  could  be  moiv  rapi^Oy 
conveyed  to  the  several  islands  of  the  I'ebel  vessels  coaling  at  their 
ports.  There  is  no  ditttculty  in  their  doing  it,  for  tliey  have  increased 
their  force  very  much  in  the  West  Indies  of  lat^,  and  tlie  infomiatioo 
could  be  very  readily  sent  by  their  small  men  of  war.  If  it  is  not  done 
by  them,  I  sliall  manage  to  inform  our  consuls  of  the  fact  of  their  l)einj 
supi)liecl,  although  it  will  inconvenience  my  ox)erations  somewhat. 

The  Gemsbok,  agreeably  to  my  orders,  report<Hl  to  me  at  St.  ThomaSj 
having  exchanged  her  stone  ballast  for  that  of  coal,  at  Key  West,  whid 
I  intend  to  have  as  a  reserve,  to  sujiply  the  vessels,  should  it  Ih»  new* 
sar}',  at  some  distant  point.  In  the  mean  time  she  was  ordered  to  take 
up  the  line  of  cruising  of  the  Shepherd  Kuapp  on  the  ronte  of  the 
honi(^waril-bound  ve^ssels,  prepared  to  use  such  disguises  as  her  com- 
mander might  think  ftt  to  deceive  the  rebel  vessels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  senant, 

CHAKLES  WILKES, 
Rear-Admiral^  Commanding  ^Ve9t  India  H^adrw* 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washingtoiu 
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Bear-Admiral  Wilkes  to  Oovernor  Walker. 

United  States  Flag  Stea3iship  Yanderbilt, 

Carlisle  Bay,  Barbados^  March  6,  1863. 

JiR :  In  our  interview  this  morning,  I  had  the  opportunity  to  state  to 
1  the  object  of  my  visit  to  this  island,  \iz.,  to  inquire  into  the  infrac- 
a  of  her  Majesty's  orders  relative  to  the  admission  of  the  rebel  priva- 
r  the  Florida,  Maffit  commander,  into  this  i)ort,  being  permitted  to 
:e  in  a  supply  of  coal,  after  having  obtained  a  full  supply  (one  hun- 
d  and  sixty"  tons)  but  thirty  days  since  at  Nassau,  on  the  27th  Jan- 
y,  1863,  of  which  fact  I  presumed  your  excellency  must  have  received 
ice,  if  not  officially,  at  least  through  the  public  prints,  and  the  avowal 
the  part  of  said  Maffit,  while  in  this  harbor,  that  he  had  done  so  and 
i  destroyed  various  American  merchant  vessels  whilst  pursuing  their 
rfal  voyages  on  the  high  seas,  and  that  he  intended  to  depredate  on 
J  same  again,  on  leaving  this  port,  though  not  in  this  immediate 
linity. 

Che  language  of  Earl  KusselFs  dispatch,  her  Majesty's  secretary  of 
tte  for  foreign  affairs,  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  her  Majesty's  secre- 
:y  of  state  for  the  colonies,  dated  31st  January,  1862,  seems  to  be 
plicit  on  this  point,  and  I  take  the  liberty  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
rt  which  particularly  refers  to  it,  viz :  ''  No  ships  of  war  or  i)rivateer 

either  belligerent  shall  hereafter  be  permitted,  while  in  any  port, 
adstead,  or  waters,  subject  to  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  her  Maj- 
ty,  to  take  in  any  supplies,  except  provisions,  and  such  other  things 
1  may  be  requisite  for  the  subsistence  of  her  crew ;  and  except  so  much 
lal  only  as  may  be  sufficient  to  carry  such  vessel  to  the  nearest  port 
'  her  own  country,  or  to  some  nearer  destination,  and  no  coal  shall  be 
;ain  supplied  to  any  such  ship  of  war  or  privateer,  in  the  same  or  any 
iier  port,  roadstead,  or  waters  subject  to  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of 
Br  Majesty,  mthout  special  permission,  until  after  the  expiration  of 
nee  months  from  the  time  when  such  coal  may  have  been  last  supplied 
)  her,  within  British  waters  as  aforesaid. " 

In  the  conversation  this  morning  I  understood  your  excellency  to  say 
hat  you  had  given  your  i)ermission  without  any  inquiry  as  to  whether 
he  said  privateer  Florida  had  obtained  any  supplies  elsewhere,  or  not 
Ithough  your  attention  was  called  to  her  suspicious  character  by  the 
Jnited  States  consul  at  this  port,  under  i)rotest,  that  she  had  and  was 
iout  to  use  the  supply  oiiVred  to  her  of  coal  to  dei)redate  on  the  com- 
aerce  of  the  United  States,  which  supi)ly  was  clearly  intended  by  the 
kbove  dispatch  of  Earl  Kussell  only  to  enable  her  to  reach  a  home  "port, 
ind  that  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  you  slioukl  institute  any  such 
fiquiries.  The  knowledge  of  the  depredations  of  the  Florida  had 
iecome  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  Bridgetown,  and  mentioned  in  the 
Hotest  of  the  United  States  consul,  and  1  could  not  avoid  surprise  to 
fiarn  from  your  excellency  that  no  investigation  had  been  ordered,  by 
•^hieb  the  facts  would  have  been  elicited,  and  action  taken  on  them  by 
^hich  an  infraction  of  her  ^rnjesty's  regulations  was  then  taking  place 
^d  been  proved.  Your  ext-ellency's  excuse  that  you  had  received  no 
ficial  communication  from  the  governor  of  Nassau  of  the  fact  of  her 
Biting  that  colony,  for  not  stopping  and  denying  the  Florida  coal  and 
ipphes,  I  scarcely  believe  will  be  deemed  Siitisfactory  to  yours  or  to 
y  government.  The  United  States  are  endeavoring  to  act  up  to  and 
try  out  the  literal  construction  of  her  Majesty's  rules  prescribed  for 
^  belligerents,  and  it  cannot  but  seem  to  you,  that  with  this  desire, 
^d  reposing  full  faith  in  all  of  her  Mjijesty's  officers,  who  are  bound  to 
'irry  out  these  rules  in  their  spirit  and  literal  cou^\x\xetio\i^\)aaX»  ts^'^ 
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government  should  deem  this  act  of  supplying  a  rebel  privateer  with 
aid  to  carry  out  her  nefarious  operations  against  its  commerce,  when 
parsing  on  the  high  seas,  at  some  thousands  of  miles  distant,  an  yonr 
excellency  stated  said  Maftit  had  infonned  you  was  his  intentiou,  with- 
out which  aid  the  rel:el  privateer  would  have  been  comparatively  bam- 
less,  and  when  appiised  of  his  intention  without  any  action  onyoor 
part  of  examination  and  inquiry  was  both  untoward  and  unfriendly. 

Having  stated  these  facts,  I  have  to  request  your  excellency  wiD 
afford  me  the  opportunity  of  laying  before  my  government  the  ciniu- 
stances  under  which  the  Florida  was  permitted  to  take  in  a  supply  of 
coal  and  provisions  to  continue  her  cruise  and  operations,  after  banog 
so  recently  coaled  and  provisioned  at  Nassau,  one  of  her  Majesty-s  col- 
onies in  the  West  Indies,  ample  time  having  been  afforded,  some  thirty 
days,  for  the  information  to  have  reached  this  island  and  govemmeoL 
And  if  any  cause  existed  why  an  investigation  was  not  instituted 
after  the  letter  to  your  excellency  was  received  from  the  United  Stat« 
consul,  the  resident  official  of  my  government  at  this  island,  when  the 
Florida  was  lying  in  these  waters  under  your  jurisdiction. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  express  to  your  excellency  my  thaTiks  for  yonr 
kind  offer  of  aid  and  assistance  5  being  in  want  of  nothing,  we  shalltake 
our  departure  on  the  expiration  of  the  limit  assigned  in  her  Majesty's 
iniles,  by  which  time  I  hope  to  receive  your  excellency's  reply  to  this  disi- 
patch;  and  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your'exeelleiicy!* 
very  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  WILKES, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

To  his  Excellency  Governor  Walker,  cIt.,  d-c.j 

Barbados  and  adjacent  islands. 


Governor  Walker  to  Bear-Admiral  Wilkes. 

Government  House, 

Barbados,  March  7, 1863 — 10.35  a,  m. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  this  moment  to  receive  your  excellency's 
letter  of  yesterday's  date,  with  a  verbal  intimation  to  the  effect  that  you 
are  to  sail  at  11  o'clock. 

Even  if  time  permitted,  I  doubt  very  much  whether  it  would  be 
desirable  to  enter  into  corresiK)ndence  with  your  excellency  upon  the 
points  adverted  to  in  your  communication,  beyond  rei)eating  the  assur- 
ance which  1  have  already  conveyed  to  you  personally  of  my  desire  to 
cany  out  most  faithfully  the  instioictions  which  I  have  received  fto» 
her  Majesty's  government  as  to  the  observance  of  a  due  neutrality  dor 
ing  this  painful  struggle,  and  that  in  sanctioning  the  coaling  here  of  tbe 
Florida  I  did  no  more  than  what  I  had  sanctioned  in  the  case  of  tlie 
United  States  steamer  of  war  San  Jacinto. 

It  will  of  course  be  my  duty  to  forward  your  representation  to  her 
Majesty'sgovemment,  to  whom  I  had  already  reported  thefact  of  theFlor- 
ida  as  well  as  the  San  Jacinto  having  been  allowed  toYepair  and  coal  here* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  and  hum' 
ble  servant, 

JAS.  WALKER. 

His  Excellency  Kear- Admiral  Wilkes, 

Commander  in  Chief  of  the  United  States  fTaval  Fwrees^ 

West  Indies^  United  States  steam$kyf  VawieML 
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[This  letter  was  sent  separate  from  any  dispatch  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  State.] 

Florida,  at  sea,  April  25, 1863. 

My  Dear  Bullock  :  By  several  questionable  chances  I  have  written 
jfDu  a  few  hasty  lines  that  you  might  know  of  and  about  us  and  so  report 
to  the  department 

My  e8cax>es  from  great  odds  have  been  numerous,  as  no  less  than  six- 
een  were  after  us  at  the  same  time,  and  I  burned  vessels  in  the  track. 

On  the  6th,  burned  Lap^png,  Aldebaran,  J.  M.  Alcord,  Star  of  Peace; 
Lpril  18,  New  York  ship  Commonwealth,  worth  $352,000;  April  23. 
laltimore  bark  Henrietta ;  April  24,  New  Bedford  ship  Oneida,  (tea !) 
rorth  $760,000. 

Have  seventy  prisoners  on  board,  two  ladies  among  them.  The  Flor- 
3a  has  thus  far  done  her  duty.  Six  million  dollars  will  not  make  good 
he  devastation  this  steamer  has  committed.  Will  have  to  quit  the 
ine,  as  quite  a  fleet  is  on  the  way  to  destroy. 

All  well  on  board,  and  you  will  oblige  by  reporting  success  thus  far. 

Tis  seventy  days  since  we've  seen  the  land.    God  bless  you. 

Yours  truly,  M. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extracts.] 

So.  454.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,,  July  16,  1863. 
Sir:  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  * 

At  the  same  time  I  transmitted  two  depositions,  furnished  to  me  by 
Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  respecting  the  case  of  the  Hen- 
rietta. 

•  •••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extracfl.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  July  Ij  1863. 

My  Lord  :     *  *  *  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

^  1  have  the  honor  at  the  same  time  to  annex  copies  of  two  other  depo- 
titions,  furnished  to  me  from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liver- 

!H)ol,  relating  to  the  same  general  subject,  marked  B. 

•  •••••• 

I  pray  your  lordship,  &c., 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Earl- Russell,  cfcc,  cfcc,  c£t. 


B. 

Affidavit  of  John  Trader. 

I,  John  Trader,  at  present  on  board  the  bark  Regatta,  now  lying  in 
he  Queen's  dock  in  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  seaman,  make 
^ikth  and  say : 

On  the  18th  day  of  March  last  I  joined  at  "BaVtvmoT^  \Xi^\iwt>8.^^^i^- 


seut  off  a  boat  wbicb  came  alongside  of  us.  Au  officer  an 
then  came  on  board;  tliey  were  all  armed  with  revolvers 
they  told  us  to  get  ready  to  go  on  boaiil  of  their  vesseL  1 
of  the  Henrietta,  except  myself,  went  into  the  boat,  and 
the  stranger.  Another  boat  then  came  off  fiom  the  stra: 
me,  the  two  mates,  and  the  steward,  off  to  the  ship.  Wl 
boanl  the  stranger  we  were  put  into  irons,  and  remained  i 
found  some  ten  or  twelve  prisoners ;  they  were  all  in  iit 
boat  was  sent  from  the  stranger  and  fetched  the  captain  ai 
and  they  were  brought  on  board,  but  they  were  not  put  i 
mates  were  pnt  into  irons  at  first,  hut  they  were  afterwaw 

About  one  hour  after  we  came  on  board  the  stranger  w« 
was  on  fire,  and  I  also  noticed  that  the  stranger  was  fiying 
colors,  and  that  the  American  colors  slie  had  been  flying  wi 
uB  had  been  lianled  do^vTi,  and  about  this  time  I  heard  tba 
was  the  Florida. 

flTien  the  fire  had  got  a  good  hold  of  the  Henrietta,  the  Fl 
away  and  then  lay-to  for  the  night. 

On  the  following  morning  we  got  np  steam  and  steamed 
our  vessel,  which  we  passed;  she  was  then  nearly  bum' 
water's  edge.  After  cruising  about  we  saw  a  strange  sail, 
her.  She  was  an  English  vessel  boiuid,  I  think,  for  Liver 
the  officers  of  the  Florida  hailed  her,  and  asked  her  mast 
take  any  passengers ;  he  said  yes,  but  he  would  want  a  bi 
and  a  barrel  of  beef  to  be  put  on  board  first  for  every  on 
then  steamed  off,  and  about  8  or  0  o'cloi-k  in  the  morning  w 
sail,  and  in  about  two  or  three  hours  we  came  np  with  1 
bailed,  and  turned  out  to  be  an  Aniericau  ship  called  the  < 
to  New  York  from  Shanghae  with  tea.  The  Florida  w 
American  colors.  The  Oneida  was  ordered  to  lie-to,  and  a 
off  from  the  Florida  to  the  Oneida  with  an  armed  crevr. 
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ptain  told  us  he  was  going  to  see  if  he  could  get  a  passage  for  all, 
mself  and  his  crew  and  passengers.  In  about  half  an  hour  our  captain 
turned  and  told  us  that  the  Frenchman  would  only  take  six,  and  the 
ptaiu  and  the  mates  and  passengers  and  the  captain  of  the  Oneida 
mt  on  board  the  Frenchman.  The  seaman  Peter  Brown  also  remained 
board  the  Frenchman.  After  we  got  rid  of  these  parties  we  proceeded 
cruise  about  again,  and  on  the  following  morning  we  came  across  the 
inisb  brig  Ceres,  bound  for  Gibraltar,  and  I,  and  H.  G.  Wagner,  and 
illiam  Evans,  and  John  Short,  and  the  cook  were  put  on  board  of  her. 
e  remained  on  board  of  this  ship  until,  her  provisions  running  short,  I, 
d  Wagner,  and  Evans,  and  Short  were  put  on  board  the  Regatta, 
and  for  Liverpool,  where  I  arrived  yesterday,  but  Wagner  and  Evans 
jre  put  on  board  the  Inca,  also  bound  for  Liveq)ool,  as  our  water  was 
nniug  short. 

JOHN  TRADER. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  5th  day  of  June, 
163,  before  me. 

JOHN  YATES, 
A  Commissioner  to  administer  oaths  in  the 

Courts  of  Exchequer  or  Pleas. 


Affidavit  of  Henry  George  Wagner, 

I,  Henry  George  Wagner,  atj  i)resent  on  board  the  bark  Inca  of 
iiiveri)ool,  now  lying  in  the  King's  dock  in  the  port  of  Liverpool,  in  the 
Jonnty  of  Lancaster,  seaman,  make  oath  and  say : 

1.  In  the  month  of  March  la«t  1  8liipi)ed  at  Baltimore  on  board  the 
Dark  Henrietta  of  Baltimore,  G.  D.  Brown  master,  for  a  voyage  to 
Ko.  The  Henrietta  was  a  vessel  of  440  tons,  and  we  had  a  crew  of 
IWrteen  all  told,  and  a  Mr.  Roberts,  a  Mr.  Morris,  and  a  lady  of  the  name 
uf  Florence  with  her  three  children,  were  passengers. 

2.  On  the  20th  March  we  sailed  from  Baltimore,  and  proceeded  on  our 
voyage  without  anything  happening  until  the  23d  of  April;  we  were 
then  about  fifty-six  miles  south  of  the  Equator,  and  were  becalmed,  when 
*t  4  in  the  afternoon  we  saw  a  strange  sail  to  the  stern  of  us.  The 
stranger  had  no  sails  set  but  was  under  steam,  and  about  5  or  6  o'clock 
the  stranger  came  up  with  us.  She  had  the  American  flag  flying  at  the 
bre  royal  masthead,  and  nothing  at  the  peak.  She  hailed  us,  and  asked 
18  where  we  were  from,  and  where  bound  to.  We  told  him,  and  he  then 
*png  out  to  us  to  back  our  mainyard,  and  he  would  send  his  boat  along- 
nde.  Captain  Brown  refused  to  back  his  mainyard.  .  The  stranger  then 
Wered  three  boats,  and  came  alongside  and  boarded  us.  There  were 
bur  officers  and  twelve  men.  They  were  all  armed  with  revolvers  and 
Htlasses. 

3.  When  they  came  on  board,  they  asked  Captain  Brown  for  his  papers 
nd  irons.  The  captain  said  he  had  no  papers,  but  he  told  them  where 
he  irons  were.  Captain  Brown  was  then  ordered  into  one  of  the  boats, 
ad  the  two  mates  and  the  passengers  also  went  into  the  same  boat  on 
oard  .the  stranger.  I  and  the  rest  of  the  crew  of  the  Henrietta  were 
len  ordered  into  another  of  the  boats,  and  were  rowed  to  the  stranger. 
^en  we  got  under  her  stern,  the  stranger  hoisted  the  southern  flag. 
Te  then  went  on  board  the  stranger,  and  I  and  the  rest  of  the  seamen 
ere  put  in  irons. 
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4.  The  other  of  the  stranger's  boats  brought  the  captain  and  the  paa- 
seiigers'  clothes,  chi-onometer,  charts,  and  other  things,  but  they  did  not 
bring  our  things.  I  only  got  an  ohl  shirt  and  a  pair  of  old  trousers  b^ 
yond  what  I  stood  up  in,  when  taken  out  of  my  ship. 

5.  Aft^r  the « boats  had  all  come  from  our  ship,  and  we  had  l)eenoo 
board  about  an  hour  and  a  quarter,  I  saw  the  Haines  coming  up  oat  of 
the  cabin  windows  of  the  Henrietta,  and  I  then  knew  she  had  been  fired 
The  stranger,  as  soon  as  she  saw  the  ship  w^as  burning,  put  oflf  from  ha; 
and  went  about  ten  miles  away  and  then  laid-to. 

G.  We  were  on  deck,  and  could  see  our  ship  burning  until  alwut  ^  is 
the  morning,  when  the  fire  went  out  about  half-past  5  or  0  o'chK'k.  The 
stranger,  whose  name  we  now  learned  was  the  Florida,  steamed  pastunr 
vessel,  which  was  burned  almost  to  the  watert  edge. 

7.  After  we  had  passed  our  ship  the  Florida  continued  to  cruise  alxHit, 
and  jiuit  afterward  we  hailed  a  strange  sail,  which  turned  out  to  \w  an 
English  bark,  bound  to  Liverpool  from  Buenos  Ayres.  Tlie  Captaiu 
of  the  Florida  asked  him  if  he  would  like  any  passengers,  but  the  luastrt 
of  the  bark  said  he  could  not  do  so.  We  then  continued  eniisinf 
about  flying  the  American  colors,  and  about  8  o'clock  on  the  24th  of 
April  a  sail  was  seen  to  the  northwest  of  us,  and  we  then  made  tor  her 
and  overhauled  her  about  10  o'clock.  She  was  hailed,  and  answered  that 
she  was  the  Oneida  of  New  Bedford,  bound  to  Kew  York  from  Shanjiha^ 
and  loaded  with  tea.  The  captain  of  the  Florida  then  onlei-ed  thitt 
boats  and  crew  to  go  on  board  of  the  Oneida,  which  they  <li<l,  and  after 
bringing  the  captain  and  crew  of  sixteen  in  all  on  board,  the  ship  was 
set  fire  to.  We  lay  by  until  the  lower  sails  had  caught,  and  the  Florida 
then  steamed  awav. 

8.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  we  spoke  a  strange  bark  which 
turned  out  to  be  from  Bordeaux  bound  for  New  South  Wales,  and  one 
of  the  Florida's  boats  took  Captain  Brown,  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Hen- 
rietta, Peter  BiH)wn,  and  went  on  board  the  Fix»nchman.  Our  captain 
told  us  he  was  going  to  see  if  the  French  captain  would  take  all  of  a» 
and  the  passengers  on  board.  When  our  captain  came  back,  he  told  n» 
that  the  Frenchman  coidd  not  take  the  crew,  but  that  he,  the  master 
and  passengers  and  one  of  the  boys,  the  captain's  son,  and  the  captain 
and  mate  of  the  Oneida,  were  going  on  board,  and  they  subsequently 
went  on  board.  Peter  Brown,  one  of  our  seamen,  also  went  ou  board. 
He  a(ited  as  interi>reter. 

9.  The  Floiida,  after  she  had  put  the  captain  of  the  Ilenrietta  and 
Oneida  and  the  others  on  board  of  the  Frenchman,  lay-to  until  dayli;,'ht 
of  the  next  day,  which  was  the  25th  of  April.  In  the  morning  of  that 
day,  about  8  o'clock,  a  strange  sail  was  seen  which  we  made  for  under 
all  steam,  and  after  running  after  her  for  about  an  hour  and  a  half,  an- 
other sail  came  in  sight,  and  we  then  ran  for  her,  and  spoke  her.  »She 
turned  out  to  be  the  Danish  brig  Ceres,  boimd  for  Gibiultar  for  orders. 
The  first  lieutenant  of  the  Florida  hailed  her,  and  asked  her  if  she  could 
take  any  passengers.  The  master  of  the  Ceres  said  he  could  take  five, 
and  the  captain  of  the  Florida  then  sent  me  and  John  Shutt,  and  Williaa 
Evans,  John  Trader,  and  our  cook,  in  one  of  the  Florida's  b<mts  on  boani 
the  Ceres.  I  remained  on  board  the  Ceres  until  the*  2d  of  M^v,  ^^ 
our  provisions  running  short,  the  captain  of  the  Ceres  spoke  the  Englid 
bark  Eegatta,  bound  for  Liveqiool,  and  I  and  W^illiam  Evans,  and  Jota 
Shutt,  and  John  Trader,  were  i)ut  on  board  the  Kegatta. 

10.  On  the  18th  May,  the  Regatta's  water  running  short,  I  aad  Wiffiam 
Evans  were  put  on  board  the  Inca,  which  we  had  pre\iou8lf  spoken,  and 
we  arrived  in  Liveri)ool  yesterday. 
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During  the  whole  of  the  time  I  was  in  the  Florida  we  were  left  on  the 
deck  and  in  irons,  and  when  we  went  on  board  we  found  some  fourteen 
or  fifteen  other  prisoners. 

11.  The  Florida  carried  two  large  pivot  guns,  one  forward  and  one  aft, 
and  she  had  three  large  guns  on  each  side.  The  crew  was  a  mixed  one, 
lAost  of  them  being  Irishmen.  They  numbered  I  should  think  about 
ISO.  We  were  asked  to  join  the  Florida,  and  were  offered  $22  a  month, 
#60  bounty,  and  a  share  of  prize  money,  but  we  refused  to  join  under 
any  conditions. 

HENRY  G.  WAGNER, 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  5th  day  of  June, 
1863,  before  me. 

JOHN  YATES, 
A  Commissioner  for  taking  Affidavits  in  th€ 

Courts  of  ExcJiequer  or  Pleas. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extracts.] 

Foreign  Office,  July  13, 1863. 

SiE :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant, 
ixiclosing  papers  relative  to  the  destruction  of  the  American  ship  Hen- 
rietta by  the  Florida.  *  *  *  *  So  far  as  it  may  be  intended,  by  the 
Esommunication  of  the  inclosed  papers,  to  assert  or  record  a  claim  against 
fcl»  Majesty's  government  on  account  of  the  destruction  of  those  vessels, 
X  would  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  the  9th  of  March  last,  and 
%o  repeat  that  her  Majesty's  government  entirely  disclaim  all  responsi- 
bility for  the  acts  of  vessels  of  war  of  the  so-styled  confederate  govern- 

xaent. 

•  •••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Chables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  (fee,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

3fo.  672.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  August  7, 1863. 

8iE:  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  dispatch,  of  the  25th  ultimo,  from  W.  C.J. 
Byland,  esquire,  the  United  States  vice-consul  at  Bermuda.  Inasmuch 
^  the  captured  silver  referred  to  therein  has  not,  so  far  as  this  govem- 
^*jent  is  informed,  been  adjudicated  upon  in  any  court  of  competent  juris- 
diction, the  expediency  of  an  effort  to  recover  it,  or  to  obtain  it  for  the 
jjeneflt  of  the  American  citizens  who  were  its  legal  owners,  or  for  the 
^neflt  of  the  insurers,  is  suggested. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLLIM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c£*c.,  c£-c.,  (&c. 
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Mr.  Hyland  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 


No.  80.] 


Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Bermuda^  July  25, 1S63. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  British  brig  Eagle, Ci^ 
tain  Norfolk,  sailed  from  this  i)ort  on  the  22d  instant  for  Liveq)ool,  Gni 
Britain,  with  a  cargo  of  cotton,  taken  from  warehouse  here,  and  a  laige 
portion  of  bar  silver  from  the  rebel  steamship)  Florida,  the  whole  valni 
at  £50,000.  The  silver  has  been  transferred  by  bill  of  sale  to  John  J. 
Bourne,  the  agent  of  the  rebel  States. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  J.  HYLAND, 
yice-C<mid 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Smcard  to  Mr.  Adam^. 


No.  684.] 


Department  of  State, 

Washington^  August  22, 1863. 

Sir:  It  devolves  upon  me  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  communici- 
tion  of  the  14th,  and  of  one  of  the  19th  instant,  from  Francis  Boyi 
esquire,  of  Boston,  relative  to  the  capture  and  destruction  of  his  shipBrf 
Gauntlet,  of  that  port,  by  the  piratical  vessel  now  commonly  desi^atrf 
the  Florida.  It  appears  from  depositions,  appended  to  the  letter  of  the 
19th,  that  until  the  Bed  Gauntlet  was  actually  seized,  the  British  H 
was  flying  on  the  Florida. 

These  papers  are  committed  to  you  with  a  view  to  such  disi)OsitioD  tf 
shall  conduce  to  just  reparation  for  losses  and  injuries  to  the  parties 
aggrieved.    Additional  evidence  in  the  case  is  expected,  which,  vhea 
received,  will  be  communicated  to  you. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD,  Actitxg  Secretari, 

Charles  Francis  Adaivis,  Esq.,  (fee,  cfe-c.,  cfcc. 

[For  inclosures  see  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  'So.  530,  datrf 
November  5,  lS(i3,  post] 


No.  481.] 


Sir 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  August  27, 1863. 


In  regard  to  the  subject  of  the  first  of  these,  No.  672,  of  the  ^thinstont 
I  have  to  siiy  that  on  the  18th  instant  the  consul  at  Queenstown  rqwrtri 
to  this  legation  that  the  Florida  was  off  that  hturbor.  On  the  Uw 
three  persons,  named  S.  W.  Averott,  F.  Gamertoiii  and  T.  T.  Hintift 
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ing  officers,  landed,  with  what  motive  is  not  quite  clear.  Meanwhile, 
3  st-eamer  Eagle  brought  the  bar-silver  to  Liverpool  on  the  20th  instant. 
I  have  had  a  visit  from  a  member  of  the  English  house  of  F.  Huth  & 
>.,  to  inform  me  that  they  are  the  true  consignees  and  owners  of  this 
Dperty,  which  has  been  fully  insured  in  London.  They,  in  conjunction 
th  the  underwriters,  had  taken  advice  with  regard  to  the  possibility 
recovering  it,  and  the  answer  had  been  favorable,  but  they  had  been 
commended  to  apply  for  my  assistance  and  co-operation.  I  replied,  that 
y  service  I,  or  any  of  the  officers  of  the  government,  could  render  io 
em  in  the  case  would  be  at  their  disposal,  but  that  in  my  belief  their 
ily  chance  of  success  would  come  through  the  character  of  British  sub- 
ets.  My  experience  has  taught  me  the  inefficacy  of  all  agencies  to  work 
tsults  in  favor  of  American  claims  through  the  courts  here  in  these  cases, 
lie  gentlemen  said  they  did  not  wish  to  make  a  political  question  of  it, 
id  would  only  ask  me  to  place  them  in  communication  with  my  sources 
I  information,  in  order  the  better  to  understand  the  facts.  1  directed 
le  secretary,  Mr.  Wilson,  to  give  him  a  note  of  introduction  to  Mr. 
lastman,  which  was  done,  and  he  took  his  leave. 
Some  account  of  this  transfer  has  got  into  the  newspapers,  with  a 
retense  that  the  intention  of  the  pirates  is  to  restore  the  plunder  to  the 
ght  owners.  As  the  underwriters  in  London  have  heretofore  been 
ich  liberal  patrons  of  the  illicit  trade  carried  on  for  the  benefit  of  these 
arties,  they  may  possibly  indulge  in  the  hope  of  some  sign  of  recipro- 
ition  on  the  present  occasion,  which  I  fear  will  turn  out  but  a  pleasing 
ilasion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StaU. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seicard, 

>.  340.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris  J  September  1,  1863. 

8iE :  Lest  our  vice-consul  at  Brest  may  have  neglected  to  send  you  a 
py  of  the  sworn  statement  of  Captain  Cavarly  and  others  of  the  ship 
oglo-Saxon,  of  New  York,  lately  burned  at  sea  by  the  Florida,  I  here- 
ith  send  you  the  copy  of  such  statement,  sent  by  the  vice-consul  to 
is  legation. 

I  am,  sir,  your  Obedient  serv^ant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


atement  of  John  M.  Cavarly^  master  of  the  ship  An^lO'Sa^oon^  of  New 
York,  captured  and  burned  by  the  privateer  Florida, 

Brest,  August  25, 1863. 

On  this  25th  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred 
i  sixty-three,  before  me,  J.  M.  Kerros,  vice-consul  of  the  United  States 
America  for  Brest,  personally  appeared  John  M.  Cavarly,  late  master 
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of  tlie  American  ship  called  the  Anglo-Saxon,  of  New  York,  and  declawd 
as  follows : 

We  sailed  from  Liverpool  on  Monday  morning,  August  17, 1863,  bound 
to  New  York.  We  had  strong  gales  from  the  west  to  northwest  til 
Wednesday  morning,  when  we  took  the  7nid  at  north-northwest.  Passed 
Tuskan  light-house  on  Wednesday  night.  Thursday,  light  winds  6ra 
the  northwest  all  day ;  ship  standing  to  the  west-soutliwest. 

Friday  morning,  August  21,  at  five,  the  second  officer  came  to  m 
r#om  and  said  there  was  a  steamer  near  us  coming  toward  the  ship.  I 
went  on  deck  at  once.  The  ship  lay  becalmed ;  her  courses  were  hauled 
up.  The  steamer  came  under  our  stern,  hailed  the  ship,  and  asked  vhew 
from  and  where  bound.  He  then  sent  a  boat  on  board  the  ship;  toW 
me  to  take  my  papers  and  go  on  board  the  steamer. 

I  went  on  board  the  steamer ;  the  captain  took  my  pai>ers  and  looked 
at  them ;  he  then  said :  Your  ship  is  a  prize  to  the  confedetate  steamer 
Florida,  Captain  Maffit.  He  told  me  to  take  iny  clothing — my  ships 
company  the  same — and  come  on  board  the  Florida  at  once.  I  then 
a.sked  him  to  bond  the  ship.  His  reply  was,  my  cargo  was  a  contrabafld 
of  war ;  he  should  burn  the  ship. 

They  took  all  the  provisions,  sails,  cordage,  canvas,  &c.,  they  wanted 
from  the  ship,  besides  my  two  chronometers,  barometers,  all  my  charts, 
sextant  octant,  in  fact  all  the  nautical  instruments  belonging  to  the  ship, 
besides  some  spars,  and  many  other  things.  They  did  not  allow  any  of 
my  crew  or  officers  to  take  their  trunks  or  chests. 

Wlien  my  ship's  company  were  on  board,  all  but  myself  and  my  officm 
and  cook  were  put  in  irons.  I  had  a  channel  pilot  on  board  when  the 
ship  was  captured.  We  both  judged  the  ship  to  be  twenty-five  miku 
from  Queenstowu.  At  noon  on  Friday,  August  21,  after  they  had  taken 
all  they  wished  from  the  Anglo-Saxon,  they  set  my  ship  on  fire,  and  fired 
two  broadsides  of  shot  and  shell  at  her.  The  Florida  then  steered  to 
the  southwest ;  spoke  two  vessels  the  same  afternoon ;  both  were  Britiak, 
and  refused  to  take  their  prisoners.  On  Sunday  morning  saw  the  land, 
which  was  Ushant.  In  the  afternoon  anchored  in  the  harbor ;  weiv 
quarantined  till  Monday  afternoon,  when  we  were  landed  in  Brest.  The 
American  consul  took  charge  of  myself,  officers,  and  crew. 

And  together  with  the  said  master  also  came  Arthur  Snow,  chief  offi- 
cer ;  W.  Parmer,  second  mate ;  B.  Balls,  third  mate ;  John  Brown,  car- 
penter; George  Brown,  seaman,  of  and  belonging  to  the  said  ship,  all 
of  whom,  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  did  severally,  voluntarily,  freely, 
and  solemnly  declare  that  the  above  statement  is  according  to  the 
truth. 

In  testimony  whereof,  they  have  hereunto  subscribed  their  names: 
and  I,  the  said  vice-consul,  have  granted  to  the  said  master  this  public 
instrument  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  this  vice-consulate  to  serve 
and  avail  him  and  all  others  whom  it  doth  or  may  concern  as  need  and 
occasion  may  reqiure. 

[L.  s.]  J.  M.  KEEROS, 

United  States  VtceOmsuL 
JOHN  M.  CAVARLY,  Jlffl#fcr. 
ARTHUR  L.  SNOW. 
B.  BALLS. 
JOHN  BROWN. 
GEORGE  BROWN. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

K  497.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  September  17, 1863. 
Sib:  •  •  •  •  • 

The  same  evening  I  received  from  Lord  Eussell  a  note,      *       *     A 

py  of  my  reply  accompanies  this  dispatch. 

•  •  #  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extract.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  16,  1863. 

My  Lord  :         •  ♦  *  ♦In  the  very 

rst  instance  in  which  I  had  the  honor  to  present  a  remonstrance  to 
wr  lordship,  (the  case  of  the  gunboat  Oreto.)  it  appears,  from  the 
Imission  of  the  individual  now  in  command  or  that  vessel,  under  the 
une  of  Florida,  'that  she  was  built  in  the  port  of  Liverpool  with  the 
ttent  to  carry  on  war  against  the  United  States.  I  quote  from  the 
aigaage  of  a  letter  signed  J.  N.  Maffit,  which  has  appeared  in  the 
nblic  prints,  when  I  say  that  "that  corvette  has,  in  fact,  been  built  and 

rmed  by  the  government  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America." 

•  •  •  •  • 

I  pray,  &c.,  &c. 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  die,  <fec.,  dtc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Jo,  712.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  September  18, 1863. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  my  No.  684,  of  the  22d  ultimo,  relative  to  the  claim 
f  Francis  Boyd,  esq.,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  against  the  British 
t>vemment  on  account  of  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  ship  Red 
anntlel,  I  now  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter,  of  the  3d  instant,  from  him  on 
te  subject,  and  of  the  protest  made  by  the  master  and  officers  of  the 
ed  Graontlet. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fec.,  <£t.,  &c. 

^  [For  indosures  see  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  530, 
c>vember  5, 1863,  post.] 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  723.]  •  Department  of  State, 

WaMngfon,  September  26, 1863. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  previous  instructions  upon  similar  eases,  I  m\m 
a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  24tli  instant,  and  of  the  memorial  which  iuoon- 
panied  it,  addressed  to  me  by  Messrs.  N.  P.  Mann  &  Co.,  of  Boston,  pr^ 
ferring  a  claim  against  Great  Britain  on  account  of  losses  aceniiugto 
them  by  the  destruction  of  the  Americ4in  ship  Commonwealth,  of  »w 
York,  by  the  Florida,  (so-called.)  You  will  be  pleased  to  pursue  the 
course  in  regard  to  this  claim  which  may  be  adopted  in  reganl  to  the 
others. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  n.  SEWAKD. 

Charles  Francis  Ada^vis,  Esq.,  cfcc,  rf-c,  d*c. 

[For  inclosiues  see  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  530, 
dated  2sovember  5,  18G3,  post.] 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

No.  359.J  Legation  of  the  United  States. 

FariSy  October  8, 1803. 

Sir:  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  not  having  received  the  diplomatic  corps 
last  week  for  business,  I  this  morning  have  had  a  long  conversation  with 
him  ui)on  various  matters.  In  the  first  place,  I  left  with  him  tlie  copy 
of  a  letter  recently  written  by  CaptahiMaffitt,  of  the  rebel  steamer  Florida, 
at  Brest,  to  Captain  Bullock,  of  the  rebel  navy,  as  to  the  discharge  of 
part  of  the  crew  of  the  Florida,  &c.,  a  copy  of  which  letter  was  inclosed 
to  me  by  om*  consul  at  Liverpool.  A  coi)y  of  the  same  is  hereunto 
attached.  My  object  in  showing  this  letter  was  to  prove,  first,  that 
Captain  Bullock  was  yet  in  the  rebel  service,  and,  secondly,  that  the  crew 
in  question,  or  part  of  it,  had  been  voluntarily  discharged  from  the 
Florida;  that  if  this  vessel  wa.s,  therefore,  incai)acitated  for  want  of  a 
sufticient  crew,  it  was  not  the  act  of  God,  but  theii'  own  act,  and  they 
were  suffering  from  a  self-inflicted  impotence.  This  was  to  answer  the 
principle  suggested  by  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  in  conversiition,  that  their 
necessary  wants  for  purposes  of  navigation,  not  of  war,  they  wen»  entitled 
to  have  sui)plied.  I  reminded  him,  too,  of  the  fact  that  if  he  carried 
out  this  principle  to  its  full  extent,  if  the  term  of  service  of  a  crew  were 
known  to  be  about  expiring,  a  (;aptain  might  run  his  ship  into  a  neutral 
port  anywhere,  discharge  his  crew,  and  then  reship,  in  the  Siime  i)ort,a 
new  crew  for  hostile  purposes ;  that,  under  these  circumstances,  the 
captain  of  the  Florida  might  claim  the  right  to  ship  a  crew  of  French 
sailors  at  Brest.  I  told  him  that  sailors  for  an  enemy's  ship  of  war  were 
contraband,  as  much  so  as  soldiers  for  its  armies.  I  could  not  conceive, 
therefiue,  that  France  could  fairly  maintain  her  neuti*ality,  and  yet  per- 
mit th(»se  things  to  be  done  in  heV  ports.  It  is  probable  that  I  shall  pat 
these  and  some  other  views  upon  this  subject,  of  the  aid  given  to  the 
Florida,  in  writing  before  she  is  i)ermitted  to  saiL  They  may  be  rf 
service  as  matter  of  future  reference. 

The  neutrality  of  France,  he  said,  would  be  maintained,  and  that  his 
whole  puri)ose  was  to  settle  these  questions  upon  proper  principles  of 
international  law. 
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I  should  add,  that  I  learned  from  Liverpool  that  these  men,  owing  to 
me  difficulty  with  the  confederate  agents,  have  not  yet  signed  the  ship- 
ng  articles.  In  the  meantime  this  government  is  holding  the  question 
Lder  consideration. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  WnjLiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Captain  Maffitt  to  Captain  Bullock, 

Confederate  States  Steamer  Florida, 

Brest,  September  3,  18G3. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  send  you  a  list  of  men  discharged  from  the  Florida, 

'ith  their  accounts  and  discharges.   Many  of  them  have  asked  for  trans- 

ortation,  and  others  for  reference  to  you  or  to  a  confederate  agent.    I 

rould  request  you  to  provide  them  situations  in  the  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  MAFFITT, 
Commander  Confederate  States  Navy. 
Captain  J.  D.  Bullock; 

Confederate  States  Navy,  Liverpool. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

So.  741.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  24,  1863. 

8m:  I  inclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  my  instruction  of  this 
date,  No.  421,  to  Mr.  I)ayton,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  Florida,  at  Brest, 
*uid  npon  the  question  whether  that  vessel  is  a  privateer  or  a  public 
'irmed  vessel. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant^ 

WILLIAM  n.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

3^0.421.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  24,  18G3. 

8iE :  Your  dispatch  of  October  8  (No.  «*351))  has  been  received.  Your 
Pjfoceedings  herein  related,  iu  regard  to  the  favors  shown  to  the  pirate 
florida  and  her  crew  at  Brest,  an<l  the  positions  assumed  on  that  subject 
^^  your  interview  with  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lliuys,  are  altog(»ther  ai)proved. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  I  siibuiit  for  your  consideration  the 
^^l)e<liency  of  rec^illing  the  attention  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  a  cor- 
^pondence  on  the  subject  of  privateers  which  took  place  between  the 
^rcnch  government  and  the  government  of  the  United  States  at  the 
^ginning  of  the  Crimean  war.  A  statement  of  this  correspondence 
^ioompanies  this  dispatch.    If  the  French  government  take  the  ground 
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that  the  Florida  is  not  a  privateer,  but  a  public  armed  vessel,  it  maybt 
pertinent  to  ask,  of  what  practical  value  to  an  exposed  belligeient  istbe 
distinction  made  by  a  neutral  between  public  armed  vessels  and  pm* 
teers,  if  the  other  belligerent  can,  at  its  pleasure,  create  privateers  inti 
belligerents,  by  giving  them  commissions  instead  of  letters  of  maiqw; 
and  if,  bearing  such  commissions,  they  can,  to  all  practical  intents,  cun 
on  the  business  of  privateering!  It  would  oe  diflScult  to  see,  in  that  cue, 
what  the  interests  of  commerce  have  gained,  or  can  gain,  by  the  declin- 
tion  of  the  congress  of  Paris  •against  privateering. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq,,  cfcc,  cfcc,  <fcc. 


MEMORANDUM. 

Under  date  of  Ajml  28,  1854,  Mr.  Sartiges,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.,  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  France,  addressed  a  communication  to  the  Secretarv 
of  State,  in  which  he  stated  that  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French 
and  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  had  detenniued,  in  thowar 
with  liussia,  not  to  authorize  imvateering  by  letters  of  martjue,  and  that 
the  government  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French  tnisted  that 
the  government  of  the  United  States  would,  by  way  of  just  reciprocity, 
give  orders  tliat  no  privateers  uuder  the  Kussian  flag  should  be  allowwi 
to  be  fitted  out,  or  \ictualled,  or  admitted  with  its  prizes  in  the  jwrtaof 
the  United  States,  and  that  citizens  of  the  United  States  would  rigw- 
ously  abstain  from  taking  part  in  equipments  of  that  kind,  or  in  aiiy 
other  measure  contrary  to  the  duties  of  a  strict  neutrality. 

The  Secretary'  of  State  replied  to  Mr.  Sartiges,  on  the  siime  day,  that 
he  was  directed  by  the  President  to  state  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  while  claiming  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  rights  m  a 
neutral  power,  would  observe  the  strictest  neutrality  towanls  each  and 
all  the  belligerents ;  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States  imposed  severe 
restrictions,  not  only  upon  its  own  citizens,  but  ui>on  all  i)er80U8  who 
might  be  residents  in  this  country,  against  equipping  privateers,  receiv- 
ing commissions,  or  euUsting  men  therein,  for  the  purpose*  of  taking  a 
part  in  any  foreign  war;  that  it  was  not  apprehended  that  there  would 
be  any  attempt  to  violate  these  laws;  but  should  the  just  exi)ectationsof 
the  President  be  disappointed,  he  would  not  fail  in  his  duty  to  use  the 
power  with  which  he  was  invested  to  enforce  obedience  to  them;  that 
considerations  of  interest  and  the  obligations  of  duty  alike  give  assn- 
ranee  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  would  in  no  w^ay  compromit 
the  neutrality  of  their  country-  by  participating  in  the  contest  in  which 
the  principal  powers  of  Euroi)e  were  unhappily  engaged. 

A  similar  note  was  addressed  to  the  department  by  Mr.  Gnimpton,the 
British  minister,  who  received  the  same  answer. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seteard. 

No.  527.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  Octc^er  30j  lM» 

8m :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  received  ftom  I^irf 
BuBsell,  dated  the  26th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  23d, »  copy  o^ 
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ich,  based  on  the  iustnictions  contained  in  your  dispsltcli  No.  730,  of 
5  6th  instant,  is  now  submitted  with  it. 

[nasmuch  as  the  ar^iuient  of  your  dispatch  was  drawn  up  more  par- 
ularly  to  apply  to  the  case  of  the  AUibama,  I  de<'ided  upon  sending  in 
th  my  note  only  the  papers  connect^nl  with  the  dei)redations  committed 
that  vessel  This  h^ft  on  my  hands  a  number  of  others  occasioned  by 
B  Florida  not  disposed  of.  1  now  propose  to  send  those  in  likewise  to 
}  lordship,  with  a  note  in  which  I  mean  to  take  notice  of  his  singular 
usion  to  '*  seeming  merchant  ships,"  in  the  f;ice  of  the  evidence  in  those 
ses,  which  went  so  far  as  to  strip  off  all  such  semblance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon,  WILLIA3I  H.  Sew^aud, 

/Secretary  of  State. 

[For  inclosures  see  same  dispatch  printed  under  subdivision  "  Ala- 
ima,"  Vol.  III. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

To.  530.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londoiij  November  5,  1863. 

Sir:  In  my  dispatch  No.  527,  of  the  30th  of  October,  sent  last  week, 
mentioned  my  intention  to  acldrcss  a  note  to  Lord  Russell,  in  reply  to 
is  of  the  20th  of  that  month,  an<l  at  the  same  time  seize  the  opportu- 
ity  to  send  in  the  papers  which  yet  remained  in  my  hands  relating  to 
•868  of  depredations  committed  by  the  Oreto,  alias  the  Florida.  A  copy 
•f  that  note  is  herewith  transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WILLIA3I  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Rmsdl. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  October  31, 1863. 

MyLobd:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your 
ote  of  the  20th  instant. 

Xbe  conclusion  to  which  it  would  seem  that  both  governments  arrive, 
regard  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  the  claims  growing  out  of  the 
^predations  of  the  Alabama  and  other  vessels  issuing  from  British 
>rts,  appears  to  render  further  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  question 
inecessary.  It  is  only  to  pieclude  the  possibility  of  any  inference 
t)wing  out  of  an  onussion  to  notice  it  that  I  beg  i)ermission  to  make  a 
tigle  remark  in  connecttion  with  your  lordship's  observation,  that  "the 
titish  government  declines  to  be  responsible  for  the  acts  of  i)arties  who 

•  out  a  seeming  merchant  ship.^    So  far  as  the  vessels  now  complained 

*  are  concerned,  I  think  no  reasonable  doubt  can  be  entertained,  from 
le  evidence  which  was  obtained  before  their  departure,  that  they  never 
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bore  the  semblance  of  mercliant  shii)s,  even  to  lier  Majesty's  offiroisvbo 
rei)orte(l  upon  them. 

1  now  be^  pc^rmission  to  hiy  before  her  ^rajesty\s  ffoveniinent  a  muul« 
of  nn'iuorials  and  other  i)a))»4"s  eonnei^ted  witli  tlie  <h^i>reilati(ms«if  tlic 
vessel  formerly  eaUed  tlie  Oreto,  and  now  the  Florida,  which  I  av 
instruetPd  to  reipiest  may  be  (lisjjosed  ol'  in  the  manner  indiratciliiimy 
note  of  the  2M\  instant,  to  whieh  yonr  lordship's  was  in  answH-. 

I  pray  yonr  lordshi])  to  aeeej)t  the  assnrances  of  the  highest  nmsidera- 
tion  which  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  mv  lord,  vonr  most  obedient  scniintt 

CHAKLKS  rKA>sClS  ADAM:^. 

llight  Hon.  Earl  IIussell.,  tfci*.,  t(-<*.,  d-c. 


\ 


Mcsftrs,  Mann  t(:  Co,  to  Mr,  Seicard, 

Boston,  September  24, 1S<;1. 

Dear  Sir  :  Inclosed  we  hand  y<m  the  memorial  and  protest  of  \k 
destrnetion  of  the  ship  (\)mmon wealth,  of  Xew  Ycnk,  by  the  warstcjimi^ 
called  the  Florida,  commanded  by  one  Mattit;  and  we  ask,  tlimu^hthe 
fjovernment  of  the  United  States,  that  a  proper  representatiim  of  onr 
loss  be  made  to  the  j^overnment  of  (treat  Britnin,  and  reparatinn  de- 
manded;  or  that  the  jj:overnment  of  the  Ignited  States  may  assume  thf 
same  as  one  of  the  ol>lig:ations  to  ])rotect  the  ri<i:htsof  citizens  thus  van- 
tonlv  viohited;  and,  as  in  dutv  bound,  will  ever  prav. 

Yours,  &c.,  *  >'.  P.  MANN  &  CO. 


McmoriaL 

To  the  Hon.  William  IT.  Seward, 

Seeretanf  of  State,  Washington^  D,  C, : 

The  memorial  of  X.  V,  Mann,  N.  P.  ^Mann,  junior,  ami  A.  J.  Maiiih^f 
the  city  of  r>oston,  merchants,  const itntin*;^  tlie  mercantile  linn  ^»f^^P• 
Mann  «S:  Co.,  owners  of  one-fonrth  of  the  American  ship  ealliHl  the  i-'on^ 
mon wealth,  of  New  York,  of  the  burden  of  1,275  tons,  res|KH^t fully  rep- 
resents that  sai<l  shij),  bein^  a  legally  re^yistered  American  ship,  saiW 
from  the  port  of  New  York,  on  or  about  the  lUth  day  of  March  mivla* 
])ast,  laden  with  a  car<(o  of  general  men»handise  and  government  stortSi 
bound  for  San  Francisco,  in  the  State  of  California,  under  the  eomniawl 
of  (ieorge  S.  McClellan. 

That  the  other  three-fourths  parts  of  Siiid  vessel  were  owue<l  hyriti- 
ziMisof  the  I7nited  States,  and  that  she  was  engaged  in  the  iK'rfonuaw* 
of  her  lawful  voyage. 

That  tin*,  intended  voyage  was  i)ursued  ^vithout  any  niaterial  ocW 
rence  until  Fri<lay,  the  17th  day  of  Aj)ril  last,  when  the  said  ship  if** 
about  thirty  ndles  south  of  the  equator,  and  in  longitude  al>out  30"  vest? 
at  which  time  and  place  the  nnister  of  said  ship  discovered  n  steamff 
steering  toward  said  ship  with  the  American  or  Unit^^d  States  odor* 
liying.  That  said  steamer  soon  overhauled  the  ship,  and  sent  a  boat'* 
crew^  on  board  armed  with  pistols  and  cutlasses.  That  the  said  Iwif* 
crew  announced  themselves  as  belonging  to  the  war  steamer  called  the 
Florida,  claiming  to  sail  under  the  flag  of  the  Confederate  States,  8(>- 
ealled,  commanded  by  one  Mafiit. 

That  the  master  of  the  Mhip  was  ordered  to  rei)air  on  board  the  steamff* 
with  all  his  papers ;  that  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  diip  were  put  io 
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ms  and  transferred  to  the  pirate  steamer;  and  that  after  robbing  tlie 
ip  of  many  articles,  she  was  set  on  tire  by  the  pirate  crew  and  totally 
nsunied. 

And  now  we,  the  said  Nehemiah  P.Mann,  Xehemiah  P. Mann,  junior, 
id  A.  J.  Mann,  owners  of  one-fourth  part  of  the  said  ship  Common- 
ealth,  do  enter  our  solemn  i)rotest  against  the  destruction  of  sjfid  ship; 
id  do,  by  these  presents,  demand  of  the  government  of  Great  Britain 
11  reparation  for  the  same,  in  thc^  sum  of  $22,250,  being  one-fourth  of 
le  vahie  of  the  said  vesst»l,  and  one-fourth  of  the  value  of  the  frcMght 
.^nding,  and  in  course  of  being  earned  at  the  time  said  ship  was  de- 
•oyed,  as  hereinbefore  set  forth. 

Your  memorialists  would  further  represent  that  they  predicate  and 
lake  this  protest  and  demand  upon  the  facts  hereinafter  stated,  which, 
ccording  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief,  can  be  fully  verified 
'benever  it  shall  be  found  necessary,  to  wit: 

The  said  steamer  calling  herself  the  confederate  war  steamer  Florida 
*an  English  vessel,  and  no  other.  She  was  built  iu  England,  and  was 
Bowed  to  leave  the  British  waters,  although  information  as  to  her  true 
baracter,  and  the  intcMition  to  use  her  as  a  privateer,  to  i)rey  upon  the 
ommeree  of  the  United  States,  then  and  now  at  i)eace  with  Great  Brit- 
kin,  was  Iwlged  with  the  Britisli  governmc^nt.  That  she  left  an  English 
N)rt  under  the  British  flag,  and  was  manned  by  British  subjects.  That 
ladanyshipof  warof  the  United  States  seized  her  after  leaving  British 
i^aters,  she  would  have  claimed  the  protection  of  the  Britisli  flag,  and 
lave  escaped  under  the  cloak  of  British  ownership.  That  said  steamer 
itas  not,  as  your  memorialists  believe,  at  any  time  actually  become  the 
[>Toi)erty  of  any  parties  other  than  those  who  caused ,her  to  be  built  and 
Stted  out  in  a  JBritish  ])ort. 

And  your  memorialiste  would  further  represent  that  said  steamer 
called  the  Florida,  after  thus  fraudulently  leaving  the  j)orts  of  (ireat 
^ritain,  against  the  Queen's  i)r()claniation  of  neutrality,  has  repeatedly 
visited  divers  ports  in  the  West  Indies  which  are  under  the  jm'is<liction 
of  Great  Britain ;  and  notwithstanding  the  facets  were  well  known  by  the 
government  officials  at  such  ports,  she  has  not  been  seized  or  detained 
by  the  British  government,  but,  on  the  contrary,  has  been  allowed  every 
fecility  for  obtaining  supplies  and  advice  that  she  might  continue  her 

Eiraticid  depreciations  u[)on  American  ('ommerce.  That  no  examination 
as  ever  been  made  by  the*  British  government,  through  their  ollicers  or 
■gents,  as  to  the  manning  of  the  said  steamer  by  British  subjects  or  as 
to  the  prostitution  of  the  British  flag  by  thus  giving  luotection  to  piracy 
•Uider  its  folds. 

In  view  of  these  matters,  and  of  o'  hers  which  may  be  made  apparent, 
^oor  memorialists  do  now  entesr  their  solemn  protest  against  the  British 
JOvernment  and  peoj)le  as  willing  parties,  negligently  culpable,  in  the 
lestruction  of  their  property  on  the  high  seas ;  first  violating  the  proc- 
Imation  of  the  Queen  by  building  and  manning  said  piratical  st<?amer, 
Qd  then  allowing  her  to  continue  her  depredations  after  her  character 
as  patent  to  the  world. 

And  your  memorialists  ask,  through  the  government  of  the  United 
tates,  that  "a  proi^er  representation  of  their  loss  be  made  to  the  gov- 
•nment  of  Great  Britain,  and  reparation  demanded;  or  that  the  United 
tates  may  assume  the  same  as  one  of  the  obligations  to  protect  the 
ght«  of  citizens  thus  wantonly  violated. 
And  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray. 

NEHEMIAH  P.  MAl^N. 

NEHEMIAH  P.  MANN,  Jr. 

A.  J.  MANN, 
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United  States  of  A:\n:RU'A, 

Commoiiicealth  of  MaHH(whmvttH^  County  of  Suffolk,  tts : 

V>e  it  known  to  all  whom  it  dotli  or  may  concern,  that  on  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  Scjitenibcr,  in  the  year  of  our  Lonl  ISG-'J,  iMjfore  uie.  John 
8.  TyhT.  a  notary  public  and  justice  of  the  peace,  under  the  s^-al  uf 
the  ('oninu)n\v(»altli,  <luly  commissioned  and  sworn  at  my  ottire.  in  the 
city  of  15oston,  ]»ersonally  came  Nc^liemiah  ^lann,  junior,  A.  J.  Mnim. 
and  Nehemiah  .Alann,  resident  merchants  of  this  city,  to  me  wrll  kinmi. 
ami  made  before  nie  tlie  fore^roin^  memorial  and  juotest,  declariii;::  thf 
same  to  be  just  and  true.  Wherefore,  at  the  ri^quest  of  said  ai>iH*an'rs. 
I  have  caus(Ml  the  same  to  be  verified  by  the  oaths  of  siu<l  aiijiefutTs, 
and  to  be  entered  in  mj'  notarial  records,  to  serve  as  oi*casimi  may 
recfuire. 

In  testimony  wliereof  I  have  licreunto  aflixed  my  official  seal  on  the 
day  of  the  date  above  written, 

JOHX  s.  tvli:k\ 

yotary  FuhUc  and  Justice  of  the  rttu-e. 


Mr,  Boy  (I  to  JJr,  Seicard, 

Boston,  Augmt  l\K  I'^>. 


Sir:  Herewith  I  inclose  depositions  taken  before  John  S.  Tyler, «*sj|., 
notary  i^ublic,  of  those  of  the  crew  of  the  Red  Gauntlet  wlio  retnnuil 
to  this  city.  Vou  will  observe  the  main  body  of  this  deposition  is  si«rinil 
by  Charles  F.  Ellis,  George  Hammond,  and  William  llennessy;  after- 
wards coulirmed  by  (ieorj:;e  W.  Fuller,  whose  parents  risside  in  tliisrity; 
and  then  a^ain  by  him  and  John  Baldwin,  the  carpenter,  i)articiiliirly  . 
as  to  the  fat*t  that  the  Florida  had  the  English  fla^ Hyiiiji:  until  thecal^ 
ture  was  comjileted.  I  deem  the  testimony  of  llaldwin  imiKntant,jisit 
seems  he  is  an  Enjjflish  subject,  and  very  naturally  had  his  attention 
drawn  to  what  was  ^oin^  on  under  the  Enj^lish  colors. 

1  am  advised  to-day  by  Cai>tain  Lu(?as,  from  Antwerp,  Au^st  4,  that 
his  luotest,  nuule  there  before  the  American  consul,  will  be  forwanW 
within  th(»  week.  When  received  1  will  forwiu-d  the  same  to  your 
department. 

Very  respectfully, 

FKANCIS  BOYD. 


Affidavit  of  George  W.  Fuller  and  John  Baldinn. 

T>e  it  known  to  all  wliom  it  doth  or  may  cone4Tn,  tliat  on  this  24tb  ilay  "^ 
July,  A.  1).  180;3,]>ei'sonallya])i)eared  before  me,  John  8.  Tyler,  a  notary 
])ublic,  duly  con)  missioned  and  sworn,  (i  <»orjare  W.  Fuller,  seannin,  and  John 
l^aldwin,  eaqHMiter,  lately  l)eh)n^in|^  to  the  ship  Ked  Gauntlet,  of  B«»stoii, 
burned  by  the  i)iratical  steamer  Floridji ;  and  the  heretoannexed  aftiibnt^ 
made  by  Charhss  F.  Ellis,  Geor^re  Hammond,  and  AVilliani  HennwffTt 
having  been  carefully  n»a<l  to  thes<j  appeait^rs,  tliey  liereby  confirm  the 
same;  and  said  appearers  did  further  declare  that  the  British  flag  whs 
Hying  on  l>oard  the  piratical  steamer  at  the  time  the  oflicera  ftnd  boab^ 
crew  came  on  board  the  Red  Gauntlet,  and  remained  flying  until  the  offi- 
cer had  annoimcxHl  to  Captain  Lucas  that  his  ship  wa»  a  X'rize.  After- 
wards the  Biitish  flag  was  lowered,  and  tlui  rebel  flag  hoisted  in  its  place. 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  appeai^ers  have  hereto  set  their  naniea^ 
in  i)reseuce  of  me,  the  said  notary. 

GEOB6E  W.  FULLER 
JOHN  BALDWIN. 
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aTED  States  of  America, 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts^  Suffolkj  ss: 

Dn  this  24th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  18«;^,  (ieorge  W.  Fuller  and  John 
Idwin  made  oath  before  me  that  tlie  foregoing  affidavit,  by  them 
^ed,  is  true. 

Lu  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of  onice. 

JOHN  S.  TYLER, 

Notary  Fublic. 

I,  Greorge  W.  Fuller,  of  Boston,  on  oath  dec^lare  that  I  ahip])od  as 
dinary  seaman  on  board  the  ship  Eed  Gauntlet,  on  her  attempted 
yage  from  hence  to  Hong  Kong;  that  I  have  read  the  affidavit  of 
Us,  llainmonii,  and  Hennessy,  who  were  my  shipmates,  hereunto 
luexed,  and  that  I  fully  coutirm  the  Siime. 

GEO.  W.  FULLER. 

Sl^FOLK,  8S  : 

Sworn  before  me,  July  18,  18G3. 

JOHN  S.  TYLER, 

Notary  Fublic. 


Affidavit  of  Charles  F,  Ellis,  George  Hammond,  and  William  Hennessy. 

m 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  notary  public,  at  my 
Bee  in  Boston,  Charles F.  Ellis,  green  hand,  George  Ilammond,  steward, 
/^illiam  llennessy,  cook,  all  lately  belonging  to  the  ship  Red  (Tauntlet,  of 
oston,  A.  H.  Lucas,  master,  and  lK»ing  sworn  to  declare  the  truth,  and 
rthing  but  the  tnith,  did  depose  and  say: 

That  they  sailed  in  said  ship  from  Boston  on  the  22d  day  of  ^fay  now 
St,  bound  for  Hong  Kong,  China,  having  each  of  them  signed  sliii)ping 
tides  for  the  said  voyage;  that  they  proceeded  on  the  voyage  with- 
it  any  material  occurrences  until  Sunday  the  14th  day  of  June  ultimo, 
lieu,  being  in  latitude  70°  4(V  north,  and  longitude  35o  40'  west,  at 
K)nt  6  a.  m.  they  disc'overed  a  steamer  about  fifteen  miles  distant, 
rie  Red  Gauntlet  kei)t  her  course,  being  on  the  leeward.  The  steamer 
tered  her  course,  and  ran  down  for  the  ship.  She  came  up  and  tirtnl  a 
lot  across  the  shii)'s  bow.  She  had  the  British  flag  onhermizzeuyard 
gafi'.  The  ship  was  hove  to  by  order  of  Captain  Lucas,  and  a  boat 
me  on  board  from  the  steamer.  There  was  a  lieutenant  and  ten  men 
the  boat ;  the  men  had  cutlasses  and  revolvers.  After  they  got  on  board 
e  steamer  hauled  down  the  English  flag  and  ran  up  the  flag  of  the 
-called  Confe<lerate  States.  The  lieutenant  and  Captain  Lucas  went 
to  the  cabin,  and  said  Hammond,  being  in  the  cabin,  heard  the  lieu- 
Dant  say  to  Captain  Luc^s  that  he  would  take  such  of  his  things  as  he 
uld  put  into  a  bag.  Captain  Lucas  asked  him  to  take  his  trunks,  and  the 
utenant  assented,  telli  ng  the  captain  to  hurry .  The  rebel  officers  and  men 
d  the  crew,  as  soon  as  they  came  on  board,  that  they  must  eacli  one  get  a 
g  and  put  in  such  things  as  it  would  hold  to  take  with  them  on  board  the 
amer.  This  was  about  half  paM  8  a.  m.  All  hands  left  the  ship  before 
a.  m.  and  went  on  board  the  steamer.  As  the  men  went  on  deck  they 
re  ironed,  and  then  left  on  de<!k.  The  steamer's  crew,  to  the  number  of 
>ut  twenty  men,  went  on  board  the  ship,  and  both  stood  to  the  north- 
rd.  They  were  in  company  about  twelve  days,  during  which  the 
»te  captured  and  burned  the  ship  R.  R.  Hoxie.  Deponents  saw  on 
ird  the  steamer  the  crew  of  the  shi])  Southern  Cross,  which  vessel 
jy  were  told  had  been  destroyed  before  the  Red  Gauntlet  was  taken. 
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When  the  stejiiiuT  used  her  sails  only,  the  Red  Gauntlet  would  outwil 
her.  On  the  2()th  of  «]une,  beinji:  in  about  2?>  dej;i*ee.s  noitli  latitude, aud 
47  (U^p:rees  west  h)n<iritude,  the  i)irates  all  left  the  KckI  Gauntlet,  atVr set- 
ting her  on  lire.  Tliis  was  done  at  about  half  past  live  in  the  aftenwwB. 
The  steanuu*  laid  by  for  about  an  hour,  durin*i:  which  the  main  an<luiizzi-i 
masts  of  tlie  ship  were  seen  to  fall,  and  she  was  in  a  sheet  of  tiauiefore 
and  aft.  The  steamer  eontinued  to  stand  to  the  northward,  an^l  the  next 
morninp^  the  ship  could  not  be  seen.  On  the  27th  of  June  we  fell  in  vitk 
a  whaling  schooner,  called  the  Farmer  U.  Hill,  of  Provincetowii,  wliich 
the  steamer  captured.  At  this  time  she  was  carrying  the  UnitiMl  States 
tia^",  and  deponents  did  not  see  the  rebel  tlag  hoisted.  At  about  Iialf 
])ast  ten  the  rebels  had  put  these  dej)onents,  with  all  but  five  of  thr  KnI 
Gauntlet's  crew,  andnnnij'  other  prisoners,  in  all  tifty-four,  on  lK»;niltlje 
schooner,  and  slie  steered  for  Bermuda.  Captain  Fit*enian,  the  \mm 
of  the  schooner,  said  that  he  was  compelled  by  the  pirates  to  give  a  liond 
to  get  his  vessel  released. 

On  the  4th  of  July  the  schooner  arrived  at  Hamilton,  Bermuda,  where 
all  the  fifty-four  men  were  landed. 

The  deponents  remained  at  Bermuda  imtil  the  9th  day  of  July,  when 
they  sailed  for  New  York  in  the  bri^c  llenrietta,  having  been  provided 
with  a  i>assage  by  the  consul  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  ITitli  instant  deponents  arrived  at  Xew  York,  and  came  tbeoee 
to  Boston  by  the  Fall  Biver  route. 

Deponents  have  omitted  to  state  that  on  the  18th  of  June  tbepinitt 
steamer  fell  in  with  an  Italian  bri":,  which  th(\v  boanled;  said  hri^'VM 
bound  for  England.  Caj)tain  Lucas,  Mr.  Do^l^e,  first  mate;  Mr.  AlaiT, 
secoud  mate,  and  Mr.  Brady,  third  mate,  of  the  Red  Gauntlet,  werejutf 
on  board  the  said  bri^,  with  the  masters  and  officers  of  other  captured 
ships,  by  the  direction  of  ()jii)tain  Maffit. 

The  rebel  steamer  was  the  Florida,  and  further  said  deiwneuts  say 
not. 

CHARLES  F.  ELLIS. 
GEORGE  HAMMOND. 
WILLIAM  HE>s>^ESSr. 

Att<?st: 

John  S.  Tyler. 

Boston,  July  17, 1863. 
United  States  of  A]>rEKicA, 

Commonwealth  of  MaasachusettSj  SufolkjSs: 
Then  the  above-named  Charles  F.  Ellis,  George  Hammond, and  WlliaB 
Ileiinessy,  made  oath  before  me  that  the  foregoing  affidavit,  by  them 
signed,  contains  nothing  but  the  truth. 

In  testimony  whereof  1  have  caused  the  same  to  be  recorded  in  my 
oflicial  record-book,  and  hereunto  set  my  hand  an<l  seal  of  office. 

JOHN  S.  TYLER, 
.  Notary  Public  and  Justice  of  the  Peact, 


Mr.  Boyd  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Boston,  September  3, 18W. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the  10th  ultimo,  inckwtoj 
original  copy  of  the  proti^st  taken  here  of  the  crew  of  the  ship  Bed  Gtunt- 
let,  buined  by  the  Florida. 
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[  have  now  to  inclose  original  copy  of  protest  made  b^'  the  master, 
H,  Lucas,  and  the  three  officers,  before  A.  W.  Crawford,  United 
ates  consul  at  Antwerp,  to  which  port  th(5  officers  were  taken,  as  will 
pear  by  the  document  itself. 

I  should  be  glad  to  know  if  it  is  necessary  or  proper,  at  tjie  present 
ne,  for  me.  as  the  owuer  of  the  ship,  to  make  any  more  formal  claim 
L  the  British  government  for  the  cai)ture  of  said  ship  under  their  col- 
8,  and  by  their  assistance  in  every  form. 
liespectfuUy,  &c., 

FRANCIS  BOYD. 


PROTEST. 

Consulate  op  the  United  States  of  Ami^rica, 

Port  of  Anticerp : 

On  this  31st  day  of  July,  A.  1).  18G3,  before  me,  A.  W.  Crawford, 
onsul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  Antwerp  and  the  depend- 
incies  thereof,  personally  appeared  A.  H.  Lucas,  master  of  the  ship  or 
vessel  called  the  Red  Gauntlet,  of  Boston,  of  the  burden  of  1,038  tons 
ff  thereabouts ;  and  declared  that  on  the  23d  day  of  May  last  past  he 
ailed  in  and  with  the  said  ship  from  the  poit  of  Boston,  bound  for 
long  Kong,  laden  with  ice  and  general  (jargo,  and  arrived  in  the  Italian 
»rig  Due  Fratelli,  of  Genoa,  the  ship  Red  Gauntlet  having  been  captured 
►y  a  piratical  steamer  called  the  confederate  steamer  Florida,  hereby 
nters  this  note  of  protest  accordingly  to  serve  and  avail  him  hereafter, 
r  found  necessary. 

A.  n.  LUCAS,  Master. 

Attested : 

A.  W.  Crawford,  United  States  Consul 

I,  the  undersigned  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  Ant- 
werp and  the  dependencies  thereof,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing 
»  a  true  and  genuine  copy  of  the  note  of  protest  made  by  the  master 
f  the  ship  Red  Gauntlet,  having  been  compared  by  myself  with  the 
riginal,  and  found  to  agree  therewith  word  for  word,  and  figure  for 
gure. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  this  consulate,  this  31st  day  of 
uly,  18G3. 

A.  W.  CRAWFORD,  United  States  Consul. 


onsulate  of  the  United  States  of  Ainierica, 

Fort  of  Antwerp,  to  tcit : 

By  this  public  instrument  of  declaration  and  protest,  be  it  known  and 
ade  manifest  unto  all  whom  these  i)resents  shall  come  or  may  concenu 
lat  on  the  31st  day  of  July,  18G3,  before  me,  A.  W.  Crawford,  consul 
'  the  United  States  of  Americja  for  Antwerp,  and  the  dependencies 
ereof,  personally  came  and  aj)peared  A.  H.  Lucas,  late  master  of  the 
ip  or  vessel  called  the  Red  Gauntlet,  of  Boston,  of  the  burden  of 
038  tons  or  thereabouts,  captured  by  the  so-called  confederate  steamer 
orida,  laden  with  ice  and  general  cargo,  who  duly  noted  and  entered 
ith  me,  the  said  consul,  his  protest  for  the  uses  and  purposes  liereaf- 
r  mentioned;  and  now  on  this  day,  to  wit,  the  day  of  date  hereof^ 
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bofore  mo,  the  said  consul,  a»»:ain  comes  tlie  said  A.  II.  Lucas,  iiml 
rcMiiiires  me  to  extend  this  protest;  and  tojret her  with  the  ssiid  A.  H. 
Lucas,  also  conu'  1^  V.  DcmIj^c,  tirst  othcer,  (-harles  E.  Almy.siHMmil offi- 
cer, and  (\  L.  Jirady,  third  olli^er of  and  belon^in^  to  the  said  ship,  all 
of  wiu)m  bein^  by  me  duly  sworn,  <S:c.,  did  severally,  v<iluntarily,inik. 
and  solemidy  declare,  depose,  ami  state  as  Ibllows,  tliat  is  to  siiy,  ihat 
these  ai)pearers,  on  the  2Jd  <lay  of  May,  1S(;;{,  in  their  capacities  atViiv 
said,  sailed  in  and  with  the  sai<l  ship,  from  the  port  of  Boston,  hulm 
with  ice  and  general  car^o,  and  bound  to  the  port  of  Hon;;  Ivon;::  tbar 
the  said  ship  was  then  ti;;:ht,  staunch,  strong;;  had  her  car^t)  well  aiid 
suftlciently  stt)red  and  sccuriMl:  had  her  hatches  well  caulked  ami  cor 
ered;  was  well  and  sullieiently  iinnnuMl,  victualled,  and  funiishiHJ  with 
all  things  n<'edfnl  and  nec*\ssary  for  a  vess4»l  in  the  mendiant  si-rvjir: 
and  ])articularly  for  the  voyage  she  was  about  to  undertakr;  that  nt>- 
thin;^  worthy  of  note  occnrred  until  Sunday,  the  14th  of  •lune,  whi'iiiu 
latitude  abont  S'^  'MV  iKU'th,  and  lon<^ntude  .'U^  4U'  west,  at  (»  a.  in.  on 
that  day.  the  wind  Immu^'  east,  «lisct)vrred  a  vessel,  ajJimrently  a  hark, 
two  points  otf  the  lee  bow,  and  standin«;  on  the  wind  to  the  imvthwjini; 
a  ship  in  si«rht  to  windward  at  the  s<une  time,alsostandin;r totlieiiortii- 
wanl;  shcu'tly  afterwards  discovered  that  tin*  bark-ri;i:«red  vessi'l  whk 
a  screw  steamer,  with  two  snu»ke  stacks;  at  7  a.  m.  tlu^  steamer  Inm*  diif 
west  from  us,  wIumi  the  Uritish  tla«i:  was  hoisted  on  board  of  Iih*;  wijift 
the  American  tla*;"  in  answer,  and  kept  it  tiyin^  alK>ut  ten  minutes,  tlieu 
hauled  it  (h>wn;  at  half  ])ast  7  a.  m.  the  steamer  taeked  shij*,  t<Mik  in 
all  sail  an<l  steamed  up  towards  us;  shortly  afterwards  a  shot  was  llml 
from  the  said  steanun*  towards  us,  passinji:  a  few  yar<ls  leeward  *»ttlir 
ship;  we  then  brought  the  ship  to  the  wind  in  the  usmd  maniiiM'.  tlM* 
steamer  ai)proarhed  within  a  few  yards  to  windward  and  s<ime  ih*i-s*»u 
hailed  the  ship,  in  the  usual  nnunier,  asking  where  we  were  from,  ainl 
whei'c  we  were  boun<L  We  rei>li(Ml  in  the  usual  manner,  and  soiiM»i»er- 
son  on  board  the  steamer  said  they  would  send  a  biiat  alioard.  Ai»«wt 
tilled  with  armed  nu»n  cjune  alon<;side  the  ship,  and  an  otiicer  \\\w  W 
char«^e  of  the  boat  canu*  aboard  ami  dennunled  the  ship's  iiaiH^rs  tolrt'k 
at;  the  nu)nu'nt  the  ollicer  stepp<*d  on  board  the  British  tia;r  was  luuiliil 
down  and  a  liaj^  called  tin*  (Itmfedcrate  States'  tiaji:  (with  thn*e  horizon- 
tal stripes,  retl,  white,  an<l  red,  with  a  blue  union  containing  thirtwu 
whiti'  stars)  was  substituted.  1  ]>ro<luced  tin*  ship's  papers,  and  alter lif 
had  examined  them  he  told  me  the  ship  was  a  ju'izc*  to  the  CoulHlf- 
rate  States  stranu'r  Florida,  ('a])tain  ^rallitt.  1  sai<l  to  the  oiliccr  tlnrt 
the  carjio  of  the  shij)  was  prim*ipally  British,  and  directed  his  att«'nii«n 
to  the  British  consul's  certilicates  attaclnnl  to  each  bill  of  ladin*;.  l^^ 
saitl  that  was  no  protection,  that  the  ship  was  a  fjood  prize,  and  thai  1 
must  «^et  ready  to  ^o  on  board  the  Florida,  adding  at  the  same  time 
that  the  boat  was  ready.  I  asked  for  the  ship's  j)apers,  and  be  saidtlwl 
he  wonld  keep  them  and  send  them  on  board  the  Florida.  1  haiidrtl 
him  a  letter  <;iven  me  in  Boston  containing  invoices  and  ]iroofs  of  the 
nationality  of  the  car^^o,  but  no  notii'c  was  taken  of  it.  I  was  told  to 
tak«»  m)thin^  bnt  wearin;;:  apjiarel,  and  not  too  much  of  tliat,  as  it  wiwiW 
not  be  allowed.  1I<»  demanded  all  i)rivate  arms  and  pistols,  ttnik  the 
two  chronometers  ami  all  the  muitical  instruments,  and  l)olore  I  had 
tinn*  to  pack  nj)  my  clot]un«»:  two  anned  men  entered  the  cabin  and  told 
mtt  to  go  in  the  boat,  tin'  oliicer  saying  he  would  8en<l  my  elothinjr 
aboard.  1  obeycMl,  as  resistance  was  useless.  I,  with  the  ottiwrs  and 
crew,  was  transpcu'ted  to  the  steamer ;  on  arrival  thei-e  all,  exirpt  the 
first  oHicer  and  myself,  were  juit  in  irons.  1  in([uired  for  the  eoiuuuiu- 
der,  and  asked  him  if  he  was  Captain  Maftitt.    lie  replied  that  lie  was. 
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•  

>lcl  him  the  ship's  cargo  was  ]>rincipally  British,  and  that  the  bills  of 
iiip:  had  British  consul's  certiticate^  attaclied.  He  said  that  made 
difierence.  I  protested  against  his  proceeding.  He  said  the  ship 
s  a  good  prize.  1  a«ked  him  if  he  would  bond  the  ship.  He  replied, 
To ;  1  shall  bond  no  more  Americ^vn  shii)s ;  it  is  a  preposterous  idea 
think  of  bonding  an  American  ship  in  order  to  save  a  little  British 
'go,  for  since  Ijincoln  has  declare<l  the  bimds  of  the  Ariel  null  and 
id  I  shall  destroy  and  not  bond  any  American  ships  I  may  capture.'' 
prize  crew  was  put  on  board  the  Bed  Gauntlet,  and  she  kept  company 
th  the  steamer,  standi ug  north-northwest.  The  ship  was  plundered 
►ra  day  to  day,  in  moderate  weiither  the  cargo  and  stores  being  traus- 
rted  to  the  steamer,  as  well  as  my  own  personal  luoperty,  consisting 
a  chronometer,  a  sextant,  a  si)y-glass,  an  opera-glass,  barometer, 
oks,  charts,  wearing  appan^l,  and  other  personal  i)roperty,  being 
ipropriated  to  the  use  of  the  steamer,  the  captain,  officers,  and  crew. 
Thursday,  June  18,  gave  chase  to  and  came  up  with  the  brig  Due 
ratelli,  of  Genoa.  The  brig  was  bojirded  under  the  British  tiag,  and 
I  the  return  of  the  boat  the  so-calle<l  Ccmfederate  States'  flag  was  sub- 
itnted.  On  the  return  of  the  boat  I  was  ordere<l  to  go  in  the  boat 
ith  my  officers;  we  obeyed  and  were  transferred  to  the  brig,  without 
eing  consulted!  or  having  any  voice  in  the  nmtter.  The  latitude  wa« 
]P  2V  north,  longitude  40°  w  est,  the  lied  Gauntlet  in  company. 
Friday,  June  B),  at.ii  p.  m.,  saw  the  Florida  and  Bed  Gauntlet  both 
landing  to  the  north -northwest. 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  to  whom  it  may  concern,  that  I,  Augustus  H. 
flcas,  late  master  of  the  ship  Bed  Gauntlet,  of  Boston,  for  and  in  behalf  of 
B  parties  concerned  or  interested  in  said  shij)  Bed  Gauntlet,  her  cargo, 
tores,  outfits,  freight,  insurance,  or  in  any  other  way  or  manner  inte- 
ested  in  anything  appertaining  to  the  said  ship,  do  hereby  protest 
gainst  the  capture  and  i)irati(*al  detention  of  said  ship  and  cargo; 
gainst  the  commander,  officers,  and  crew  of  the  said  steamer  Florida, 
ollectively  and  individually ;  also  against  the  builders  and  owners  of 
Bid  steamer;  against  the  government  or  governments,  or  belligerents. 
Bcognized  or  otherwise,  who  may  be  interested  in  said  steamer;  ana 
gainst  any  and  all  governments  and  authorities,  local  or  otherwise,  wiio 
ave  permitted  the  said  steamer  to  be  fitted  out,  armed,  eipiipped, 
iwined,  supplied,  recruiti^d,  or  allowed  to  enter  or  dei)art  from  their  [)orts 
r dependencies ;  and  also  other  i)ersons  assisting  in  the  same:  and  in 
Bhalf  of  all  concerned  shall  hold  each  and  all  of  them  responsible  for 
Q  damage  or  damages  which  may  or  shall  arise  in  consecpience  of  said 
Ipture;  and  also  for  all  losses  which  may  occur  to  the  owner  or  owners, 
tarterers,  agents,  shippers,  consignees,  underwriters,  master,  officers, 
[  crew  of  stud  ship,  in  consequence  of  said  capture.  And  I,  together 
ith  the  officers  of  stiid  ship  Bed  Gauntlet,  do  hereby  conjointly  sign 
18  protest. 

Thus  done  and  protested  in  the  port  of  Antwerp,  this  1st  day  of 
igust,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  18G3. 

In  testimony  whereof  th(»se  appearers  have  hereunto  8id)scribed  their 
roes ;  and  I,  the  said  consul,  have  granted  to  the  said  master  this 
blic  instrument  under  my  han<l  and  the  seal  of  this  consulate,  to  serve 
i  avail  him  and  all  others  whom  it  doth  or  may  concern,  as  need  and 
^asion  may  require. 

A.  W.  CBAWFOBD,  United  States  Consul 

A.  H.  LUCAS,  Master. 

B.  T.  DODGE,  First  Officer. 

t      CHABLES  E.  ALMY,  Second  Officer. 

C.  L.  BBADY,  Third  Officer. 
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T,  the  nndersigued,  consul  of  the  UiiitiHl  States  for  Antweq>  and  tbe 
dopenilencies  thereof,  do  hereby  eertify  that  the  forep^oiii^;^  is  a  true  aid 
fjeiiuiiie  eoi)y  of  the  ])rotest  made  by  the  master  of  the  ship  Utnl  liaunt-  '. 
let,  having  been  eomi)ared  by  myself  with  the  original  and  found  ti 
agree  therewith,  wonl  for  word  and  tignre  for  tigiire. 

Given  nnder  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  this  consulate,  this  1st  davrf  ; 
AugiLst,  18(>3. 

A.  W.  CKAWFOKD,   United  States  Coiml     ; 

British  C()NSi:late,  Auimrp, 

I,  the  undersigm^d,  her  Britaiuiic  Majesty's  consul  at  Antwrtp, 
hereby  certify  that  A.  \V.  Crawford,  esq.,  whose  signature  is  attachfil 
to  the  foregoing  document,  is  the  consul  of  the  United  States  residiiij 
at  this  port. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  mj' hand  and  affixed  my 
seal  of  oflice,  this  5th  day  of  August,  1803. 

G.  A.  GEATTON. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Xo.  534.]  Legation  op  tiie  United  States, 

London,  November  13,  ISfil 

Sir  :  In  regard  to  the  subject  referred  to  in  your  sc»veral  disjiatcks 
receive<l  this  week,  ^os.  741,  742,  I  have  nothing  further  to  njmrt, 
excei)ting  the  recei)tion  of  a  note  from  Lord  Kussell,  of  tlie  10th  instant, 
in  acknowledgment  of  mine  of  the  31st  ultimo,  a  coi)y  of  which  actiiifl- 
I)anied  my  No.  530,  sent  to  you  last  week.  A  copy  of  his  reply  is  here- 
with transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  olxnlient  servant, 

CUiU(LES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  II.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  Horemher  10, 1S63. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  tk* 
31st  ultimo,  inck>sing  further  papers  resi>ecting  the  procee<lings of  tl< 
Ahibama  and  the  Fhirida. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yournwrt 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL 

CiiAKLES  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  t€'<?.,  etc.,  &c. 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Adnms. 

No.  1050.]  DEPART3IENT  OF  StATE, 

Washington,  JulgSdj  18M. 


Sir:  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  tlie  2(ith  instant,  addressed  to 
is  depaitmeut  by  the  Secretary  of  the  JS^avy^nd  of  tne  dispatdi  or 
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'•  Allen,  United  States  consnl  at  Bermnda,  to  whieli  it  refers,  relative 
the  insurgent  steamer  Flori<la  making  the  Bermnda  Islands  a  base  for 
predations  on  our  commerce,  and  to  alleged  partiality  shown  to  rebel 
lisers  in  British  colonial  ports.  The  facts  seem  to  warant  the  remcm- 
-anee  which  Mr.  Welles  suggests  should  be  addresseil  to  Earl  Rnsst^ll, 
lich  course  you  will  adoi)t,  but  in  a  form  that,  while  it  leaves  no  doubt 
our  sense  of  injury,  will,  nevertheless,  give  no  just  cause  of  offense 
tbe  British  government. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Chables  Fkancis  Adams,  Esq.,  cCt.,  etc.,  itc. 

[For  inclosures  see  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  Ko.  774,  Sfep- 
Huber  2, 18G4,  post.] 

Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

\o.  774.]  Legatio^of  the  United  States, 

Lond4yn,  September  2^  1864. 

Sir:  Under  the  directions  contained  in  your  dispatch  No.  1050,  of 
ie20th  of  July,  I  addressed  a  iu)te  to  Lord  Russell,  on  the  19th  of 
ugust,  on  the  case  of  the  Oreto,  alias  the  Florida,  at  Bermuda.  Copies 
'  this  and  of  his  lordship's  acknowledgment  on  the  22d  are  herewith 
ansmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  serv-^ant, 

CnARLES  FliANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Adam^  to  Earl  Russell, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  Aiigu4st  19, 1864. 

My  Lord:  It  is  with  very  great  regret  that  I  find  myself  compelled 
>  call  the  attention  of  your  hndshii)  to  the  abuse  nmde  of  the  neutrality 
f  the  island  of  Bermuda  by  the  vessels  under  the  direction  of  the  in- 
nrjfents  in  the  United  States,  in  making  it  a  base  for  hostile  operations 
gainst  the  commer(»e  of  a  frien<lly  nation.  1  have  the  honor  to  submit 
t>  your  consideration  the  coi)y  of  an  extract  from  a  report  of  Mr.  Allen, 
onm\  of  the  United  States  at  that  phice,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  in 
»'liieh  he  makes  certain  statements  resi)ecting  the  re<.*eption  there  of  the 
iinboat  known  under  the  name  of  the  Fhuichi,  and  her  subsequent  pro- 
Bedings,  which  api)car  to  bedirectly  in  violation  of  the  regulations  here- 
^fore  laid  down  by  her  Majesty's  government.  I  beg  permission  to 
■Hiind  your  lordship  of  the  remonstrances  which  were  promptly  made 
shoil  time  since,  in  the  case  of  one  of  the  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
I"  proceedings  of  a  far  less  exceptioimble  character. 
Not  doubting  the  disposition  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  do  full 
sticc  in  the  premises,  1  pray  your  lordshii)  to  accept  the  assurances  of 
e  highest  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord, 
•xir  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

ttigbt  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  itc,,  dbc,  dhc. 
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Mr.  Welles  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

Navy  Depart^ient,  July  2fi,  18«>4. 

Sir:  T  liiive  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  an  extra<.t  t'n»mi 
dispatch  of  Mr.  Allen,  our  consul  at  I^erniuda,  under  date  of  the  'MW\nA 
June  ultinu),  addressed  to  you,  and  referred  to  this  department,  ia 
repud  to  the  steamer  Floriihi.  The  renewe<l  dejuedations  of  this  s»-mi 
piratical  craft  render  it  imperative,  in  my  oi)inion,  that  the  attt^iition 
of  the  ]iritish  government  should  be  called  to  the  fact  that  rxMinmla 
is  made  the  base*  of  operations  for  war  upon  our  commerce.  Duriii;:  the 
Avhole  ]>eriod  of  the  rebellion  the  British  islands  in  the  West  Indies, and 
especially  those  nearest  cmr  coast,  haAC  been  the  resort  and  nui-si-iiHof 
the  blockade  runners,  who  have  made  it  a  business  to  traffic  with  aud 
furnish  sup])lies  to  the  rebels  tliat  are  making  war  on  the  goveriiiiieut 
Our  countrymen  have  submitted  to  this  abuse,  in  which  so  larjre  ao 
amount  of  British  ca]>ital  and  British  enteri)rise  is  enibarke<l,  with » 
forbearance  that  would  scarcely  have  b(»en  borne  by  any  other  j)»»<>))k 
But  it  will  not  be  endured  that  tfie  rebel  corsairs,  which  ari»  engapMlin 
plundering  our  commerce  and  destroying  our  shii>ping,  shall  fiml  ivtujre, 
protection,  and  encouragement  in  the  Britisli  islands  that  are  iiearerf 
(mr  coast,  and  make  them  the  base  of  predatory  operations  in  vioIatioD 
of  good  faith,  international  law,  and  neutral  obligations. 

Mr.  Allen  writes  as  follows: 

u Th(»  Fhuida,  after  remaining  in  port  nine  days,  went  to  s<'a  last 
Monday  ev(Mnng,  but  has  not  beiMi  far  from  land ;  she  is  in  sight  tt^iay 
from  th(»  hills,  al)out  six  miles  off.  She  boards  all  ves.s<»ls  apprnadiiug 
these  islands;  she  receiv(»d  all  the  coal  and  supplies  tliey  wanted.  The 
coal  was  taken  from  the  ship  Storm  King,  C  L.  Ilobson,  of  Kichmond, 
agent." 

Heretofore  exceptions  havQ  be(»n  taken  by  her  Mj\iesty\s  repn^sentth 
tive  against  our  ships  of  war  remaining  in  the  vicinity  of  a  neutral  i)Ort 
to  i)revent  violations  of  blockade,  and  our  ships  are  jH^rmitted  to  roniain 
but  twenty-four  hours  in  a  British  port ;  but  here  is  a  predatory  rovff, 
without  acknowledged  nationality,  permitted  to  remain  in  a  British  port 
nine  days,  and  then  to  coal  and  rec(»ive  her  supplies  in  order  to  go  forth 
and  pluiKler  our  merchantmen  engaged  in  peaceful  commerce.  Without 
this  encourag(»ment  and  assistance  in  the  British  islands  the  Florida 
would  not  perpetrat^^  these  outrages.  It  api>ears  to  me  imiienitive  that 
the  attiMition  of  lier  Majesty's  government  should  be  called  to  thissah- 
ject,  and  that  the  abuse  should  be  discontinued. 

Consul  ^Ulen  reports  that  the  Florida,  after  leaving  i>ort,  remained  oft 
the  haf bor,  within  about  six  miles,  aud  boarded  all  vessels  ai>i)n)aching 
the  island. 

Very  respectfully, 

GIDEOX  WELLES, 

/Secretary  of  the  Xartf. 

lion.  William  IT.  Seward, 

/Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  August  ^,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
19th  instant  and  its  inclosure,  rehitive  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Florid* 
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i  Bermuda,  and  to  iufonn  you  that  this  matter  shall  have  the  attention 
"  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
>edient,  humble  servant, 

KUSSELL. 

Charles  Frajscis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  cfcc,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

« 

To-  781.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

JjondoHy  JSeptember  9^  1864. 

Sib  :  In  connection  with  my  dispatch  No.  774,  of  the  2d  instant,  I 
Jive  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  Lord  KusselPs  reply  to  my  note  to 
imof  the  lOth  of  hist  month,  remonstrating  against  the  course  of  the 
nthorities  of  Bermuda  in  relation  to  the  steamer  Florida. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stat€, 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  September  5, 18G4. 

Bib  :  In  reply  to  your  note  of  the  19th  ultimo  respecting  the  proceed- 
Iig8  of  the  Florida  at  Bermuda,  I  have  t^e  honor  to  inform  you  that  her 
M^esty's  government  have  received  reports  on  the  same  subject  from 
aer  Majesty's  colonial  and  naval  authorities,  and  that,  after  due  consid- 
aiBtiou  of  the  same,  they  are  of  opinion  that,  although  some  disposition 
■B8  manifested  by  the  commander  of  the  Florida  to  evade  the  strin- 
IMicy  of  her  Majesty's  regulations,  the  most  commendable  strictness 
■ftd  diligence  in  enforciug  those  rcg\ilatious  was  observed  on  the  part 
•f  the  authorities,  and  that  no  substantial  deviation,  either  from  the 
fitter  or  from  the  spirit  of  those  regulations,  was  permitted  to  or  did  take 
lace. 

I  have  further  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  her  Majesty's  government 
^Usider  that  the  conduct  of  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Bermuda,  on 
^e  occasion  in  question,  was  i>erfectly  projjer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
^>edient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

€hables  Francis  Ada3is,  Esq.,  ttc,  cfcc,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

€.  800.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London  J  November  10, 1864. 

Xk:  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Some  attempts  have  been  made  here  by  the  rebel  agents  and  their 
Uies  to  raise  an  excitement  about  the  capture  of  the  Oreto,  alias  the 
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Florida,  at  Biiliia.  The  accounts  of  that  transaction  all  come  fromtluw 
officers  of  the  vessel  who  have  arrived  at  Southanii)ton,  and  arv,of 
course,  untnistworthy.  As  this  government  is  not  at  pres^nit  in  di^lo- 
niatic  coninumication  with  that  of  the  Jirazils,  and  the  i)rosiK»ct  t)fmi>a- 
ciliation  through  the  mediation  of  Portugal  is  as  yet  pretty  remote.  I  dw 
not  presunu*  that  it  will  attempt  to  meddle  in  any  way  with  the  uiiintf. 
Th(^  l)osition  of  th<»  French  Emi)eror  would  seem  to  be  in  some  (lf;rrw 
compromised  by  his  singular  decision  in  the  case  of  the  (lenend  Ann- 
strong.  Nevertheless,  whatever  (juestions  may  spring  out  of  thisirans- 
action  ought  to  be,  and,  I  doubt  not,  will  be,  decided  upon  by  the  Vi^ 
ident,  i)urely  on  their  intrinsic  merits,  and  without  regard  to  imineduite 
circumstances. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CUAKLES  FKx^JN'ClS  ADAMi 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Xo.  HOC]  Depart:ment  of  State, 

Washhifftonj  December  21, 18C4. 

Sir:  In  your  dispatch  No.  810  you  gave  an  account  of  the  trial  and 
conviction  of  Jones  and  Hyatt,  for  violationsof  the  anti  enlistment  lav. 
It  is  to  be  feared  that  the  lenity  of  the  sentence  upon  the  oft'enders 
proceeds  upon  the  ground  that  the  offense  was  venial.  I  send  you  Lere 
with  some  intercepted  correspondence  found  on  board  of  the  Florida, 
\vhi(!h,  if  rightly  viewed,  ought  to  lead  to  a  cx)nvi(;tion  of  those  \wTmi 
and  others  of  systematic,  habitual,  and  daring  contempt  of  the  British 
laws.  It  is  thought  expedient  to  liave  i)rosecutions  instituted  a^'ainrt 
these  persons.  It  can  do  us  no  harm  to  know  the  exact  amount  ot'pn^ 
tection  we  can  derive  from  British  laws  administered  by  British  coarti 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  etc.,  tf-c,  dc 

m 

[For  dispatch  No.  810  see  p.  46S  of  this  volume.    For  inclosnres  «e 
dispatch  of  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  857,  dated  January  19,lJ>fe 

J)OSt.] 


Mr,  Setcard  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  1233.]  I)epart;ment  of  State, 

Washington^  January  10, 1865. 

Sir  :  Mr.  ]Morse,  our  consul  at  I^ondon,  by  a  dispateli  of  the  23d  ulti- 
mo, informs  me  that  he  has  furnished  you  with  such  information  as  hf 
communicated  in  that  dispatch  to  me  concerning  the  written  order* 
issued  by  insurgents  in  Great  Britain  to  some  of  the  crew  of  the  pirit* 
Florida,  to  report  for  duty  on  another  piratical  vessel  called  the  Rappfr 
hannock. 

I  will  thank  you,  if  you  have  not  already  done  so,  to  present  to  hff 
Majesty's  government  such  remonstrances  against  these  prooeediDgs  i* 
may  in  your  judgment  be  expedient. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SB  WABD. 

Charles  Eraii^ci^  Ai>K:NL^^lSi^.<t  <£k;.^  t&c.^  dke. 
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Mr,  Morse  to  Mr,  Seicard, 

[Extract] 

)  263.J  United  States  Consixate, 

Tjondon^  December  23,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  herewitli  iieloso  a  copy  of  an  affidavit  8worn  to  by  Thomas 
;bson  and  William  Young,  firomen  on  the  steamer  Florida,  and  serving 
such  on  board  said  steamer  at  the  time  of  her  capture,  witli  the  ticket 
anting  leave  of  absence  attached. 

It  appears  that  sucli  portion  of  the  crew  of  the  Florida  as  were  not 
iptured  by  the  United  Htates  steamer  Wachusetts,  came  to  London, 
here  they  were  met  by  Captain  MoiTis  and  some  of  the  officers  of  the 
lorida.  The  men  were  retained  in  the  rebel  service,  granted  leave  of 
bsence  by  written  i)ermit  signed  by  Captain  Morris,  and  ordered  in 
Titing  to  reiKjrt  "for  duty  on  board  the  confederate  steamer  Kappa- 
aimock.''  If  this  cannot  be  construed  into  a  reshipment  of  the  men 
■oiu  the  Florida,  it  js  surely  making  this  country  the  base  of  their  pirat- 
lal  oiK^-aticms.  I  only  obtained  the  affidavit  last  evenhig.  The  origi- 
al,  with  the  original  ticket  attached,  will  be  sent  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MORSE,  Consul. 
Hon.  William  II.  Seward, 

Sccreiary  of  State, 


I,  Thomas  Gibson,  of  Great  Britain,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear 
lat  I  was  fireman  on  board  tin*  confederate  war  steamer  Flori<la,  and 
as  paid  off  at  the  St.  Katherine  Hotel,  opposite  the  St.  Katherine  dock, 
I  Monday,  the  5th  instant,  by  Captain  IMorris,  and  Cai)tain  ^loms 
gned  my  libeily  ticket,  which  was  handed  to  me  by  Lieutenant  Barnes 
the  presence  of  Cai)tain  Taylor,  the  paymaster,  Mr.  King,  the  nms- 
1*8  mate,  and  the  liberty  ticket  attached  to  this  statement  is  the  one 
at  was  given  to  me  b^'  Lieutenant  Barnes. 

THOMAS  GIBSOX. 

Sworn  by  the  dei>onent,  Thomas  Gibson,  at  my  office.  No.  37  Nicholas 
iie,in  the  city  of  London,  this  22d  day  of  December,  18G4,  before  me, 

JNO.  CASTLE  (;ANT, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 


I,  William  Young,  of  Great  Britain,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear 
lat  I  wa.s  fireman  on  board  the  confederate  war  steamer  Florida,  and 
'as  paid  off  at  the  St.-  Katherine  Hotel,  along  with  the  remainder  of 
tie  crew  of  the  Florida,  as  stated  by  depon(Mit»Thomas  Gibson,  on  the 
wne  date  and  time,  and  in  the  preseiu*e  of  Captain  Morris,  Paymaster 
'aylor,  Lieutenant  Barnes,  and  Mr.  King,  master's  mate.  I  received  a 
berty  ticket,  worded,  signed,  and  delivered  to  me  the  same  as  <leponent 
^omas  Gibson,  which  is  attached. 

W  ILLIAM  YOL^^G. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent  William  Young,  at  my  office,  No.  37  Nicholas 
^ne,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  22d  December,  1804,  before  me, 

JNO.  CASTLE  GANT, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 
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LONDOIS',  December^  1, 1.SG4. 

Thomas  Gibson  (F.  raan)  has  leave  of  absence  until  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1805,  and  will,  at  the  expiration  of  his  leave,  report  fordutv  alKwrd 
the  C.  S.  S.  Rappahannock,  at  Calais,  as  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Floridi 

C.  MANIGAULT  MORRIS, 

Lieutenant  Comnwnding, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  857.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  Jamtary  11>,  iSlw. 

Sir:  ♦  •  •  •  •  ♦  ♦  • 

I  have  caused  the  intercepted  correspondence  inclosed  with  this  last 
dispatch  [No.  1100]  to  be  copied  and  transmitted  to  Lord  Russell,  with  » 
note,  a  copy  of  which  I  send  herewith.        *        •         ♦         ♦        ♦ 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir  vour  6bedient  ser*''ant, 

*  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

fTlie  above  dispatch,  together  with  Mr.  Adams's  letter  to  Earl  Russell. 
dated  Jannarj' 18,  1805,  will  be  found  printed  in  full  under  the  liead 
"Enforcement  of  Neutrality,"  subdivision  '* Prosecutions  of  K^'W 
Agents,"  see  page  409  of  this  volume.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extract.] 

Legaton  of  the  United  States, 

Londmiy  January  18, 1865. 

My  T>ord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  yoiu*  consideration  copies  of 
certain  letters  which  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  goveniDientof 
the  United  States.  They  are  offered  in  the  nature  of  cumulative  evidence 
to  prove  the  systematical  manner  in  whi(jh  the  neutrality  of  this  kingdom 
htus  been  habitually  abused  by  insurgent  emissaiies  sent  out  bereexpresdj 
for  that  i)urpost\  ••»•#• 

I  pray,  &c., 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  d-c.,  cfcc,  etc. 


Mr.  8e7iac  to  Mr.  Taylor.. 

Paris,  September  18, 1803. 

Dear  Sir:  On  the  opposite  side  of  this  sheet  you  have  a  memon* 
dum  of  money  advanced  to  the  men  belonging  to  the  Florida,  whowert 
atta(*hed  to  the  Lapwing. 

As  I  have  no  nuians  of  getting  the  proper  vouchers  for  this  moii^» 
please  forward  me  a  certificate  that  the  amounts  have  been  chedkrf 
against  their  respective  accounts.  It  will  be  easy  for  you  to  procffl» 
vouchers  from  thorn,  for  that  jwrtion  of  the  money  paid  for  their  botid 
and  traveling  expenses,  when  it  would  be  imposdble  for  me  to  do  it. 
Very  truly,  yours. 

P.  SBNAC. 
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Account  with  seamen  of  the  Florida. 

SUM  OF  MONEY  PAID  CREW  OF  LAPWING. 

ohnEoss Per  pay f  84  00 

Per  board 21  75 

Per  traveliug  expenses 25  00 

f 130  75 

jmies  Hawthorn. .  .Per  pay 54  00 

Per  boiird 21  75 

Per  traveling  exj^enses 25  00 

100  75 

^omafi  F.  Brown.  .Per  pay 54  00 

Per  board 21  75 

Per  traveling  expenses 25  00 

100  75 

William  Wilson Per  pay 54  00 

Per  board 21  75 

•  l^er  traveling  expenses 25  00 

100  75 

i'ames  McDonald. .  .Per  i)ay 54  00 

Per  board 21  75 

Per  traveliug  expenses 25  00 

100  75 

^.  W.  McDonald Per  pay 54  00 

Per  board 10  00 

Per  traveling  expenses 25  00 

89  50 

623  25 

The  above  men  were  furnished  by  my  agents,  Jones  &  Co.,  Liverpool, 
ho  held  the  receipts  of  the  men  for  the  above  amoimts. 

F.  SBXAC. 
'Whole  amount  paid,  873  21  and  $19  40. 

To  Huolle,  due  by  department  for  transportation,  $19  40. 

Liverpool,  September  10, 1865. 

We,  the  undersigned,  liave  each  received  from  Messrs.  Jones  &  Co. 
i«  sums  against  which  our  names  are  respectively  plivced.  Any  sur- 
lns  of  the  five  pounds  for  traveling  expenses  to  Brest  to  be  placed 
gainst  our  wages  account. 

Wages— each  three  months — and  boarding  expenses,  to  Brest : 

[Exchaii^o  at  four  sliiUings.] 

O  16  0.  .3  months,  $23  per  m.,  47—6  wk.  &  1.5  day .  .John  Boss. 
O16  0..         ^'  22       "      47  5         ..Jas.  Hawthorn. 

O16  0..         '«  22       ''      47  5         .  .Thos. F.Brown. 

O16  0..         ''  22       "      47  5         ..  Wm.  Wilson. 

hiB 

O16  0..         "  22       *'      47  5         ..  Jas.  +  McDonald. 

mai'k. 

016  0..  "  22  "  47—;^  5  ..J.  W.  McDonald. 
?Joni  September  11  to  September  14 6J 

28. 

-i.  to  L.  16  a— 188  meals 3 

9  0 — 4, 008  railroad  and  steam 1 

2 — 118  baggage 4 

42  ▲  c— yoL.  n 


658  REBEL   CRUISERS. 

Fraserj  Trenholm  &  Co.  to  Mr.  Barney. 

Liverpool,  September  22, 1863. 

Dear  Sir  :  We  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoiir  favorof  tb 
IStli  instant,  the  contents  of  which  we  have  noted,  and  will  have  on 
best  attention. 

We  are  infonned  by  Messrs.  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  the  builders  of  the 
engines  of  the  Florida,  that  the  spare  machinery  to  which  you  refer  ¥» 
sent  to  Havre  some  time  ago,  «and  is  now  lying  there  subject  to  an  order  for 
delivery,  which  they  have  given  to  Captain  Bullock.  We  are  also  infonned 
by  the  same  parties  that  they  sent  a  blower,  but  they  believe  it  is  nottbe 
sort  required,  and  they  are  now  endeavoring  to  procure  a  more  suitable 
one. 

As  regards  the  engineers,  we  must  await  Captain  Bullock's  return  to 
know  who  the  men  are.  We  have  requested  Messrs.  Fawcett,  Preston  & 
Co.  to  engage  two  or  three  good,  steady  firemen ;  and  as  soon  as  Cap- 
tain Bullock  arrives,  (on  the  24th,)  we  will  endeavor  to  have  engineer?, 
firemen,  and  machinery  sent  to  you,  and  by  the  route  you  suggest. 
We  are,  dear  sir,  yours,  faithfullv, 

FRASER,  TREXHOLM  &  CO. 
I.  R.  ARMSTRONG. 

[For  remainder  of  inclosures  see  same  dispatch  under  the  head  "En- 
forcement of  Neutrality,  ^  subdivision  '* Prosecution  of  Rebel  Agents,^ 
page  469  of  this  volume.] 


Mr.  Adanis  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  863.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  January  26, 1869. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches  fipom  the 
department  numbered  from  1222  to  1233  inclusive.        •        •        • 

In  regard  to  the  subject  referred  to  in  No.  1233,  dated  the  l(Hh  instant, 
I  can  only  say  that  Mr.  Morse  on  that  day  addressed  to  me  a  letter  em- 
bodying the  substance  of  the  information  which  he  sent  to  the  depart- 
ment, a  copy  of  which  letter  I  subnutted  to  the  consideration  of  Lord 
Russell,  in  a  note  dated  the  14th.  To  this  note  I  have  not  yet  received 
any  reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  Stute. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams, 


No.  1309.]  Depabtment  op  State, 

Washington,  March  18, 1865. 

Snt :  I  inclose  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  dispatehof  tlie 

24th  of  February  last,  which  Thomas  Kirkpatrick,  esq.,  oar  oonsnl  at 

Naasau,  has  addressed  to  this  department,  in  which  it  is  stated  tfeal 

blockade-running  from  that  port  has  ceased ;  that  ranum  exist  to  Ae 
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tfect  that  some  of  the  vessels  recently  engaged  in  running  the  blockade 
rem  Nassau  are  about  proceeding  to  Havana,  there  to  be  fitted  out  as 
irivateers,  and  under  the  United  States  flag  to  depredate  upon  British 
ommerce,  thus  hoping  to  effect  a  rupture  between  the  two  countries, 
rhich  would  ultimately  result  beneficially  for  the  insurgents,  and  that 
he  governor  of  that  province  is  an  attendant  upon  all  occasions  of  fes- 
ivity,  <rom  which  those  whose  sympathies  are  with  the  Union  cause  are 
scluded.  You  may  make  this  known  informally  to  Earl  Kussell,  at  the 
wane  time  saying  that  the  consul  is  a  person  of  remarkable  prudence 
md  candor. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfce.,  c£e.,  etc. 


Mr,  KirJcpatrick  to  Mr.  Seward, 

United  States  Consulate, 

NassaUy  February  24,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  3'ou  that  blockade-running  from  this 
IK)rt  has  ceased.  Several  of  the  steamers  have  gone  to  Havana,  and 
more  are  going.  The  Edith  left  for  there,  with  General  Preston  and  aid, 
€f  the  rebel  army,  on  board.  He  has  been  here  for  some  time,  though 
ke  has  made  one  or  two  attempts  to  get  to  the  confederacy,  but  without 
*JUcce«s.  He  has  been  quite  a  lion  here,  haWng  been  an  attendant  on 
govemoi''s  parties  and  balls ;  has  been  called  upon  by  the  governor  in 
person  at  the  hotel.  The  governor  is  an  attendant  on  any  and  every 
festive  occasion;  he  attended  a  "maroon,"  (something  like  our  "pie- 
ces;") it  was  given  by  a  party  of  blockade-runners,  and  he  had  to  give 
^  party  in  return ;  and  he  recently  attended  a  large  southern  or  southem- 
^terest  party,  given  by  the  notorious  blockade-runner  Lafitte,  where  he 
^mained  until  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning.  At  none  of  these  par- 
fies  have  I  heard  of  any  person  of  northern  feelings  or  sympathies  being^ 
^vited  or  present.  There  are  nmiors  here  that  some  of  the  vessels  re- 
cently engaged  in  blockade-running  from  this  port  are  going  to  Havana 
i^O  fit  up  as  privateers  to  cruise  against  British  commerce  under  the  flag 
>f  the  United  States,  with  the  expectation  and  hope  that  such  a  step 
^ould  lead  to  a  war  between  the  two  countries  and  aid  the  confederacy. 
t  know  not  whether  they  would  do  so  desperate  an  act,  though  they 
itemed  desperate  enough  lor  anything ;  but  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty 
f)  call  the  attention  of  the  government  to  it,  as  I  have  that  of  the  con- 
sul at  Havana  and  the  authorities  here,  but  trust  it  may  prove  untrue.. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  KIRKPATKICK. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  <fe.,  cfec,  tfce. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Hunter, 

No.  951.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  May  11,  18G5. 

Sib:  As  connected  with  the  dispatch  No.  1309,  of  the  18th  of  March, 
Groin  the  department,  and  its  inclosures  from  Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  which  I 
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submitted  to  the  consideration  of  Lord  Russell,  I  have  the  honor  t« 
transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  of  his  lordship  of  the  3d  of  May  relative  to 
that  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  sei-vant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
^  Hem.  William  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretari^  of  StaU,  • 


Earl  RuHHcll  to  Mr.  Adamx. 

Foreign  Office,  May  ;J,  18im. 

Sir  :  You  were  ffood  enough,  on  the  15th  ultimo,  to  read  to  nie  a  clLs 
patch  which  Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  the  United  States  consul  at  Nassau,  had 
addressed  to  Mr.  Seward,  referring  to  a  rumov  that  vessels  hitherto 
engaged  in  blockade-ninning  were  about  to  proceed  to  Havana,  then* 
to  be  fitted  out  as  privateers,  and  under  the  United  States  Hag  to  commit 
depredations  upon  British  commerce. 

I  am  happy  to  siiy  that  the  reports  received  trom  the  governor  of 
Kassau,  and  from  her  Majesty's  consul-general  at  the  Havana,  concur 
in  not  attaching  any  importance  to  this  rumor.  The  latter  officer,  how- 
ever, says,  that  thinking  it  not  imi)ossible  that  some  of  those  vesseU 
might  be  equipped  as  privateers  to  ciaiise  against  American  trade,  he 
had  taken,  in  concert  with  his  United  States  colleague  and  the  Spanish 
authorities,  such  steps  as  it  is  believed  will  eft'ectually  i)revent  any  Rucb 
attemi)t«  from  being  successfully  carried  into  effect. 

The  governor  of  the  Bahamas  luis  taken  this  opportunity  of  address- 
ing to  her  Majesty's  government  a  representation  with  relWence  to  the 
tone  adopted  by  Mr.  Kirkpatrick  in  his  communications  with  the  colonial 
authorities. 

It  appears,  from  the  correspondence  of  which  I  inclose  copies,  that 
Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  in  a  letter  dated  the  23d  of  February,  called  upon  the 
governor  to  institute  proceedings  against  Captain  Maffit,  theu  in  port,  as 
captain  of  the  blockade-running  shii>  Owl,  for  having  enlisted  men  at 
Nassau  in  1862,  to  serve  on  board  the  Oreto,  or  Florida.  Mr.  Kirk- 
patri(!k's  letter  reached  the  governor  late  on  the  same  evening,  bnt,  in 
the  meantime,  CaptJiin  Maffit  had  left  the  port.  As,  however,  it  was 
possible  that  Captain  Maffit  might  return  to  Nassau,  the  governor  lost 
no  time  in  instinicting  the  attorney  general  to  communicate  with  Mr. 
Kirkpatrick,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  necessary  information  to 
enabhi  him  to  act. 

Tlie  information  which  had  led  to  the  consul's  representation  tamed 
out  to  be  a  declaration  taken  before  a  notary  on  the  4th  of  September. 
18()2,  and  had  reference  merely  to  the  transhipment  of  guns  and  stores, 
and  contained  no  evidence  of  enlistment. 

The  case  did  not,  therefore,  appear  to  be  one  in  which  procee<lings 
could  be  taken,  but  the  governor,  nevertheless,  instructed  the  attorney 
general  that  if  the  inquiries  which  he  was  directed  to  institute  should 
yield  any  tangible  proof  of  a  a- iolation  of  the  law  by  i)ersons  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  the  colony,  proceedings  should  be  instituted. 

Tlie  follo^ving  are  the  comments  "of  the  governor  upon  this  corres- 
pondence : 

He  observes,  in  the  first  place,  that  Captain  Maffit  arrived  at  Nassao 
in  the  Owl  on  the  31st  January,'  that  the  consul  must  Uve  bem  aware 
of  his  arrival;  and  that,  as  it  must  be  presumed  that  ihe  omind  bad 
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ng  kuowu  of  the  existence  of  the  document  now  produced  after  a 
pse  of  two  years  and  a  half,  it  is  strange  that  he  should  have  abstained 
[>m  making  his  representation  until  Captain  Maffit  was  upon  thei)oint 
leaving  the  port,  and  it  was  too  late  for  the  governor  to  act. 

2.  The  consul  alleges  as  the  reason  for  his.  delay,  that  Captain  Maffit 
id  not  been  at  Nassau  at  any  other  time  when  the  witnesses  could  lie 
>taiued,  but  the  governor  observes  that  Captain  Maffit  was  at  Nassau 
r  some  days  in  January,  1863.  At  all  events,  the  documents  might 
ivv  been  produced  in  September,  1862,  when  the  then  consul  of  the 
nited  States  had  called  attention  to  the  arming  of  the  Oreto,  and 
id  in  repl}'  been  invited  to  bring  forward  evidence.  And  the  governor 
ys,  that  as  it  wa.s  not  then  brought  forward,  the  attorney  general  was, 

his  opinion,  borne  out  in  characterizing  the  charge  as  an  old  one,  and 
saying  that  under  the  circumstances  he  must  require  clear  and  posi- 
ve  eWdence  before  proceeding  against  Captain  Maffit. 
The  governor  further  observes,  that  the  consul  was  not  justified  in 
anplaining  of  the  government  for  not  acting  upon  such  statements, 
ill  less  in  commenting  upon  the  acts  of  the  governor  in  a  letter  ad- 
•essed  to  his  subordinate  officer. 

3.  The  governor  observes  that  the  consul  appears  to  think  it  a  hard- 
lip  and  a  cause  of  complaint  that  he  should  be  called  upon  to  furnish 
idence  in  8upi)ort  of  the  charges  which  he  brings  forward,  and  that 
J  should  be  asked  to  assist  the  government  in  prosecuting  the  inquiries 
hich  he  has  himself  provoked;  and  the  governor  further  observes 
lat  the  consul  does  not  appear  to  perceive  the  difterence  between  the 
•oi^eedings  which  the  government  can  take  against  a  suspected  vessel, 
id  the  legal  formalities  by  which  it  is  bound  in  prosecuting  a  criminal 
large  against  any  person  connected  with  it. 

But  the  governor  says,  4.  That  a  still  more  objectionable  proceeding 
I  the  part  of  the  consul  appears  to  be  his  practice  of  introducing  into 
8  correspondence  irrelevant  and  unfounded  accusations  against  the 
lonial  government.  The  governor  says  that  the  consul  lately  made  a 
argo  of  this  description  with  reference  to  the  landing  of  boats  from 
e  IJnited  States  ship  of  w  ar  Honduras,  and  that  the  charge  is  repeated 
a  diflferent  form  in  his  letter  to  the  attorney  general  of  the  7th  of 
rbruary.  Tbe  governor  says  he  need  scarcely  enlarge  upon  the  diffi- 
Ity,  on  the  one  hand,  of  challenging  such  statements,  without  provok- 
r  an  inconvenient  and  endless  correspondence,  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
carrying  on  a  correspondence  with  a  consular  officer  who  writes  in 
is  spirit  and  adopts  this  tone  in  his  communications  with  a  friendly 
vemment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
(Klient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cCr.,  (fee.,  (fee. 


Jfr.  Kirkpatrkk  to  Governor  Rawson, 

United  States  Consulate, 
NassaUj  Febniary  23,  1865. 

Sir:  [  have  the  honor  to  call  your  excellency's  attention  to  a  violation 
the  laws  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen's  dominions,  by  the  enlistment  of 
en  within  this  colony  by  Captain  Maffit,  (now  here  as  captain  of 
3Ckade-ruuning  ship  Owl,)  having  shipped  men  in  this  port  for  the 
bel  privateer  Oreto,  or  Florida. 
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These  enlistments  took  place  after  the  trial  in  relation  to  that  vwnri 
was  held,  and  two,  at  least,  of  the  men  thus  enlisted  are  now  in  to 
eity,  and  can  be  pointed  out  if  desired.  I  understand,  further,  tbat 
there  ai'e  affidavits  of  their  own  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Dilk 
The  reason  of  this  long  delay  is,  that  Captain  Maffit  has  not  been  hew 
&t  any  other  time  when  the  witnesses  could  be  obtained.  He  is  under- 
stood to  be  ready  to  depart  from  here  soon,  and  I  would  respectftflT 
suggest  that  measures  should  be  taken  at  once  to  vindicate  the  laws 
openly  and  notoriously  violated  in  this  instance. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

THOMAS  KIRKPATRICK. 
His  Excellency  Rawson  W.  Rawson, 

Oovernor^  dr.,   d;e.,  rf-c. 


Mr.  Anderson  to  Mr,  Kirkpatrick, 

Attorney  General's  Office, 
Nassau,  February  24,  ISiia. 

Sir  :  His  excellency  the  governor  has  placed  in  my  hands  your  lettw 
of  yesterday's  date,  and  has  instructed  me  to  put  myself  in  comniuni- 
cation  with  you,  in  order  to  obtain  the  necessary  information  to  enaHf 
me  to  act  in  reference  to  the  matter  brought  by  you  under  his  excel- 
lency's notice. 

I  have,  therefore,  to  request  that  you  will  furnish  me  with  a  detailed 
statement  of  your  proofs,  and  the  names  of  the  witnesses  who  can  be 
produced  to  sustain  the  same. 
I  have,  &c., 

G.  C.  AJTOERSON,  Attorney  General 

Thomas  Kirkpatrick,  Esq.,  ct-c,  <£t.,  dtc. 


Mr.  Kirkpatrick  to  Mr.  Anderson. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau^  February  24, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  favor  of  this  day,  aAing 
me  to  "  furnish  you  the  evidence,  with  details  of  the  matters  submitted 
to  his  excellency  the  governor  by  me  yesterday."  Inclosed  you  will  find 
copies  of  the  affidavits  taken  at  the  time  of  the  transaction,  and  ChariM 
Jackson,  esq.,  cjin  point  out  the  witnesses  who  are  now  here.  I  deeply 
regret  that  steps  were  not  taken  for  the  immediate  arrest  of  the  pMty 
before  he  left  in  the  vessel  this  morning,  or  late  last  night,  or  when 
unofficially  brought  to  your  notice,  as  I  understand  it  was  yesterday 
morning;  and  regret  also  that  the  government  had  not  felt  called  upoo 
to  vindicate  their  violated  laws,  without  waiting  for  otheni  less  inter- 
ested to  (iall  their  attention  to  them,  and  then  also  l)e  called  upon  to 
furnish  evidencM?  to  prosecute  for  these  violations;  and  I  regret  still 
more,  that  more  simple  and  entirely  harmless  violations,  (if  violatioiu 
at  all,)  when  innocently  committed  by  officers  of  the  United  Statms 
have  been  nmde  the  subject  of  severe  condemnation. 

Notwithstanding,  I  am  willing  and  desirous  to  fiiniisk  the  goveminait 
here  with  any  information  I  may  possess,  and  will  say,  in  amitioD,  H^ 
rumors  are  abroad,  with  how  much  truth  I  know  not,  that  some  oif  tbf 
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ies  recently  engaged  in  blockadernnning  are  about  fitting  a  vessel 
3ssels  at  Havana,  under  American  colors,  to  cruise  against  British 
els,  under  the  hope,  undoubtedly,  that  such  an  act  would  involve 
t)wo  countries  in  war,  and  so  aid  the  Confederate  States.  This  infor- 
on  is  said  to  have  come  from  Captain  Chadboume,  of  the  American 
E.  P.  Secret,  now  in  this  port,  and  who  is  also  said  to  have  seen  « 
[nission  from  some  confederate  authority  to  fit  out  a  schooner  in  this 
to  cniise  and  destroy  American  vessels. 

shall  communicate  the  information  relating  to  the  rumor  of  fitting 
vessels  at  Havana  under  the  American  flag  to  the  consul  of  the 
ted  States  there,  that  steps  may  be  taken  to  frustrate  the  villains 
iged  in  it,  if  found  true. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

THOMAS  KIEKPATEICK. 

on.  G.  C.  ^\j^'DERSON,  d'C.j  dkc.y  &c. 


AMA  Islands: 

3  it  known  and  made  manifest  to  all  whom  these  presents  shall  come, 
on  this  day,  being  Thursday,  the  4th  day  of  September,  in  the  year 
ur  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two,  Peter  Crawley, 
y  a  fireman  on  board  the  British  ship  Pacific,  now  lying  at  anchor 
[auover  Sound  anchorage,  James  Lockyer,  lately  a  seaman  on  board 
British  bark  Mar^^,  of  and  belonging  to  the  port  of  Liverpool,  and 
rew  A.  Hagan,  late  a  seaman  on  board  the  British  brig  Adelaide,  of 
belonging  to  the  said  port  of  Liverpool,  in  that  part  of  Great  Brit- 
called  England,  severally  came  and  appeared  before  me,  Thomas 
[iam  Henry  Dillet,  notary  public  of  the  said  Bahama  Islands,  by 
ul  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  and  did  then  and 
e,  of  their  own  free  will  and  voluntary  accord,  before  me,  the  said 
.ry,  severally  and  respectively,  and  each  one  for  himself  only,  allege, 
m,  declare,  and  say  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say: 
nd  first  the  said  appearers  do,  and  each  of  them  doth  allege,  affirm, 
are,  and  say,  that  on  a  Saturday  night  in  the  month  of  August  just 
,  and  at  midnight,  they  were  proceeding  to  their  lodgings,  when  they 
a  mob  of  men  in  Bay  street  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  opposite  to  the 
anzas  Hotel ;  that  they  knew  some  of  the  men,  who  stopped  them, 
.  laid  hold  of  them  and  said  '*come  on  ',^  that  they  asked  where  they 
)  going,  and  they  replied,  "on  board  the  Oreto,  to  work  aU  the  night 
until  8  o'clock  the  next  day;  that  they  were  going  to  discharge  a 
oner's  cargo  into  the  Oreto,  and  were  to  get  five  doUars  each  for  it;'' 
they  went  on  board  the  steamship  Oreto  with  her  quartermaster, 
ed  Pearson,  but  previous  to  their  going  on  board  they  asked  for  an 
anation,  and  Pearson  told  them  they  were  to  work  all  night  in  dis- 
ging  a  schooner's  cargo  into  the  Oreto,  and  be  paid  at  8  o'clock  the 
i  day;  that  when  they  went  on  board  the  Oreto  she  was  then  lying 
ide  of  Hog  Island,  astern  of  her  Majesty's  steam  corvette  Petrel, 
attached  to  her  by  a  hawser;  that  the  Oreto  got  under  way  about 
lonr  after  they  went  on  board,  and  then  went  to  sea,  and  after  they 
been  out  about  three  hours  the  Oreto  overtook  the  British  schooner 
ice  Alfred,  of  and  belonging  to  the  port  of  Nassau,  New  Providence, 
;h  vessel  came  by  us,  and  Captain  Maffit  of  the  Oreto  hailed  her — 
tsked,  "What  schooner  is  that!"  and  the  reply  was,  "The  Prince 
ed."  Captain  Maffit  then  asked  the  captain  of  the  Prince  Alfred  if 
rimted  a  tow,  and  he  said  "  Yes."  Captain  Maffit  told  him  to  take  in 
ail,  as  he  could  tow  him  better.    The  captain  complied.    A  hawser 


664  REBEL   CRUISERS. 

w{i«  sent  aboard  from  the  Oreto  and  made  fast  to  the  Prince  Alfred, 
which  vessel  was  then  towed  astern  to  Green  Cay,  one  of  the  sud 
Bahama  Islands. 

Tliat  on  the  next  morning  they  began  to  discharge  the  Prince  Alfred's 
cargo  into  the  Oreto ;  that  they  took  out  of  the  Prince  Alfred  eight  can- 
non, viz:  six  32-ponnders,  broadside  guns,  and  two  68-pounder  pivot 
guns ;  that  they  also  discharged  shot  and  shell  in  cases,  and  ammuni 
tion  in  kegs,  all  of  which  were  i)ut  on  board  the  Oreto;  that  the  cargo 
of  the  Prince  Alfred  was  more  than  could  be  stowed  in  the  Oreto,  and 
that  some  baiTcls  of  bread,  cases  of  shot  and  shell  were  left  on  her; 
that  they  remained  so  employed  in  discharging  and  stowing  cargo  at 
Green  Cay  aforesaid  for  six  days,  and  that  before  the  Oreto  left  that 
place  she  had  all  the  guns  before  mentioned  mounted  on  her  deek. 

On  Sunday  morning,  a  week  after  they  had  been  employed,  they  were 
called  aft,  and  Captain  Maflit  and  his  first  lieutenant  came  and  they 
were  paid  three  i)ouuds  each  for  the  work  they  had  done,  and  Captaio 
Mai!it  told  them  they  would  also  receive  two  dollars  a  day  each  to  it 
when  they  reached  Nassau,  which  sum  has  not  been  paid  to  them  byauy 
])ersou  or  persons;  that  after  they  left  the  Oreto  they  went  on  l)oanl  the 
Prince  Alfred;  that  the  Oreto  then  hoisted  anchor  and  got  iinder  way. 
and  when  al)out  one  or  two  huiulred  yards  from  them,  lioiste<l  the  flag 
known  as  the  flag  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America;  that  her  crew 
manned  the  rigging  and  gave  three  cheers,  and  she  sailed  out  of  sight; 
that  they  sailed  in  the  Prince  Alfred  on  the  following  day,  and  went 
from  Green  Cay  to  Kagged  Island,  being  twelve  days  on  the  voya^'e; 
that  when  they  anived  there  Captain  Moresnmu  of  the  PriiU'C  Alflred 
told  them  that  Captain  MafBt  had  directed  him  to  find  them  a  passage 
to  Nassau;  that  they  asked  the  said  Moresman  what  about  the  twodol 
lars  a  day  Captain  Maffit  had  promised  them,  and  he  said  he  kuew 
nothing  about  it ;  that  the  said  Moresman  paid  their  passiige  to  ya.<«an 
in  the  sloop  Maria,  and  that  they  ari'ived  at  the  said  port  of  Nassau  on 
Sunday,  the  31  st  day  of  August. 

PETER  CRAWLEY. 
JAMES  IXX^KYER. 
ANDREW  A.  HAGAN. 

All  which  matters  and  things  were  declareil,  alleged,  and  affirmed  as 
before  is  set  forth  in  the  presence  of  me,  the  said  notary,  and  therefore 
I  have  subscribed  my  name  and  aflixed  my  notarial  seal,  being  requested 
to  testify  and  certify  the  premises ;  this  done  at  the  city  of  Nassau,  in 
the  island  of  New  Providence,  the  day  and  vear  first  above  writteD. 

[SEAL]  T.  WILLIAJVI  HENRY  DILLET, 

Notary  Public^  BakamoM. 


Mr.  Neshit  to  Mr.  Kirkpatrkk. 

Colonial  Segbetabt's  Office, 

NassaUj  March  2, 1865. 

Siu :  I  am  directed  by  his  excellency  the  governor,  to  acknowedge  your 
letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  calling  his  attention  to  the  violation  of  the  laws, 
on  the  part  of  Captain  Maflit,  by  the  enlistment  of  men  ii^ithin  thii 
colony. 

Your  letter  reached  his  excellency  at  a  late  hour  of  the  night  of  the 
23d,  after  Captain  Maflit  had  actually  left  the  port  We  lost  no  timeoo 
the  tbllowiug  morning  in  placing  it  in  the  hands  of  the  attorney  gweraL 
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This  officer  has  siuce  submitt<?id  to  his  excellency  your  reply  to  his 
inquiries.  Upon  this  it  is  only  necessary  to  inform  you  that  the  docu- 
Dieiit  which  you  have  supplied,  dated  so  far  back  as  September,  1862, 
famishes  no  evidence  of  any  enlistment  of  men  by  Captain  Maffit. 

With  regard  to  the  other  information  contained  in  this  document,  and 
tn  your  letter  to  the  attorney  general,  his  excellency  will  take  such  steps 
08  may  appear  to  him  to  be  fitting. 

Among  these  will  be  the  transmission  of  the  correspondence  to  her 
liajesty's  government,  whose  attention  will  be  called  to  the  irrelevant 
and  unjustifiable  accusations  brought  against  this  government  in  your 
recent  letters  both  to  the  attorney  general  and  myself. 
I  have,  &c. 

C.  E.  NESBITT,  Colonial  Secretary. 

Thomas  Kirkpatrick,  Esq.,  <tc,,  dr.,  ctr. 

[For  further  correspondence  relative  to  claims  arising  out  of  the  de- 
predations of  the  Florida,  see  the  general  final  division  of  this  compila- 
tion, "Claims,  convention,  &c."] 
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Mr.  Jhidley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.] 

Ifo.  58.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  April  3, 1863. 

Sm :  Mr.  Underwood,  our  consul  at  Glasgow,  has  no  doubt  informed 
^ou  about  the  steamer  now  called  the  Japan,  formerly  the  Virginia, 
^hich  is  about  to  clear  from  that  port  for  the  East  Indies.  Some  sev- 
pHty  or  eighty  men,  twice  the  number  that  would  be  required  for  any 
'^gitimate  voyage,  were  shipped  at  Liverpool  for  this  vessel,  and  sent 
^  Greenock  on  Monday  evening  last.  They  are  shipped  for  a  voyage 
^  three  years.  My  belief  is  that  she  belongs  to  the  confederates,  and 
^  to  be  converted  into  a  privateer ;  quite  likely  to  cruise  in  the  East 
tiidies,  as  Mr.  Young,  the  paymaster  from  the  Alabama,  tells  me  it  has 
Uways  been  a  favorite  idea  of  Mr.  Mallory,  the  secretary  of  the  confed- 
itrate  navy,  to  send  a  privateer  in  these  waters,  I  sent  a  man  from  here 
o  Glasgow,  to  accompany  these  men,  to  endeavor  to  find  out  the  desti- 
nation of  the  vessel,  &c.  He  has  not  been  successful  as  yet  in  his  efforts. 
B.e  has  been  on  board,  and  writes  that  she  has  no  armament,  and  he  is 
itill  there  watching  her.  1  have  directed  him  before  he  returns  to  visit 
:he  yards  on  the  Clyde,  and  to  go  down  to  Stockton  and  Hartlepool. 
#  •  •  #•  •  #  #  # 

With  high  regard,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  367.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londm,  April  8, 18»R 

Seb  :  I  send  by  this  steamer  copies  of  two  notes  written  to-day. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London  y  April  8, 1S6S. 

31 Y  Lord  :  From  information  received  at  this  legation,  which  appean 
entitled  to  credit,  I  am  compelled  to  the  painful  conclusion  that  a  steam 
vessel  has  just  departed  from  the  Clyde  with  the  intent  to  depredate  on 
the  commerce  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  She  passed  there  under 
the  name  of  the  Japan,  but  is  since  believed  to  have  assumed  the  name  of 
the  Virginia.  Her  immediate  destination  is  the  island  of  Aldemey,  whew 
it  is  supposed  she  may  yet  be  at  this  moment.  A  small  steamer  called  the 
Alar,  belonging  to  New  Haven,  and  commanded  by  Henry  P.  Maples 
has  been  loaded  with  a  large  supply  of  guns,  shells,  shot,  powder,  &e., 
&c.,  intended  for  the  equipment  of  the  Virginia,  and  is  either  on  the 
way,  or  hjis  arrived  there.  It  is  further  tdleged  that  a  considerable 
number  of  British  subjects  have  been  enli»sted  at  Liveri>ool,  and  §ent 
to  serve  on  board  this  cruiser. 

Should  it  be  yet  in  the  power  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  institute 
some  inquiry  into  the  nature  of  these  proceedings  in  season  to  establish 
their  character  if  innocent,  or  to  put  a  stop  to  them  if  criminal,  I  feel 
sure  that  it  would  be  removing  a  heavy  burden  of  anxiety  from  the  mind^ 
of  my  countrymen  in  the  United  States. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  conskl' 
eration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedi^ 
servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  dr.,  cC*c.,  dec. 


Mr.  Hammond  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Private.] 

Foreign  Office,  April  Sj  1863. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  found  your  immediate  letter  on  my  arrivd  at  tte 
office  at  12.45,  and  as  your  mail  goes,  I  believe,  to-day,  yoa  may  like  to 
know  at  once  that  within  half  an  hour  from  that  time  it  was  sent  to  tli^ 
Home  Office,  within  whose  particular  jurisdiction  are  the  ChamKJ 
Islands. 

A  copy  will  also  be  sent  to  the  treasury  as  soon  as  it  can  be  made. 

You  shall  have  an  official  acknowledgment  of  yoor  letter  as  soon  as  I 
can  get  Lord  Russell's  signature,  but  he  is  out  of  town. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

E.  HAMMOND. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dicj  d-e.,  dns. 
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Mr  Adamfi  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

2fo.  368.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  9, 1863. 
Sir:         ♦#••#•## 

Lastly  comes  the  case  of  the  Japan,  aliaH  the  Virginia.  I  had  been 
long  in  the  i)ossession  of  information  about  the  construction  and  outfit 
of  that  vessel  on  the  Clyde,  but  nothing  has  ever  been  furnished  me  of 
a  nature  to  base  proceedings  upon.  Learning,  however,  that  she  had 
gone  to  the  island  of  Alderney  to  take  her  armament  there,  I  made  up 
my  mind  to  send  notice  of  it  to  the  British  government,  and  leave  it  to 
them  to  act  in  the  case  as  they  might  thiii^  fit.  Copies  of  my  note  of 
yesterday,  and  of  Mr.  Hammond's  private  note,  promptly  acknowledging 
It,  have  been  sent  to  you,  out  of  course,  already,  with  my  No,  367.  I 
now  transmit  a  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  more  fonnal  acknowledgment 
received  last  evening.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  for  some  cause  or 
other  the  steamer  Alar  did  not  go  so  soon  a«  I  had  supposed.  This  will 
create  a  delay  at  the  place  of  rendezvous  which  may  enable  us  to  do 
something  more  effective. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WILLIA3I  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  8, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  day's  date,  acquainting  me  that  you  had  reason  to  supi)ose  that  a 
^team  vessel,  named  the  Japan,  or  the  Virginia,  has  just  left  the  Clyde 
for  Alderney,  where  she  is  expected  to  receive  on  board  an  armament 
brought  to  the  island  for  her  by  a  small  steamer,  the  Alar,  and  a  con- 
^derable  number  of  British  subjects,  who  have  been  enlisted  to  serve  on 
board  of  her;  and  having  done  this,  to  proceed  and  depredate  on  the 
commero^e  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  to  state  to  you,  in  reply,  that  copies  of  yotir  letter  were  sent, 
without  loss  of  time,  to  the  home  department  and  to  the  board  of  treas- 
ory,  with  a  request  that  an  immediate  inquiry  might  be  made  into  the 
drcomstances  stated  in  it,  and  that  if  the  result  should  prove  your  sus- 
picions to  be  well  founded  the  most  effectual  measures  might  be  taken 
which  the  law  admits  of  for  defeating  any  such  attempts  to  fit  out  a 
belligerent  vessel  from  a  British  port. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  serv^ant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  cfcc,  <fee. 
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.Ifr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Extrjut.] 

No.  60. J  United  States  (Consulate, 

Lirerpiwl,  April  11,  ISftJ. 
Sir:  *  •  *  *  *  *  •  t 

Jnclosure  No.  2  contiiins  au  article  on  the  tittiug  out  of  the  steumi'T 
Japan.  The  statements  that  the  men  xisited  me,  and  that  I  telegniplied 
Mr.  Adams,  and  that  the  government  made  an  eftbrt  to  arrest  tb- 
A'^essel,  ai'e  false.  V  have  in  previous  dispatches  referred  to  this  vi'sseL 
Since  my  last  I  have  learned  from  relijible  authority  that  she  was  fittrf 
out  by  Thomas  Bold,  of  Liverpool,  who  went  up  to  Glas«j:ow  fur  that 
purpose.  The  money  canu?  from  London.  Mr.  Bold  was  employtHito 
do  this  work  by  IVIr.  Maiiiy.  She  has  gone  out  as  a  privateer.  H«r 
armament  left  on  another  vessel.  \  have  not  as  yet  learned  her  name 
or  the  port  from  which  she  sailed.  Bold  is  one  of  the  tory  leaders  id 
Ijiverpool,  and  a  relative  of  ^laury. 

T  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  niDLEV. 
Hon.  William  M.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


[Fnuii  tln'  Livor}MM)l  .loiinial  of  ( "oiniiieri'r,  April  i».  1H»:{.] 
THE  FEDERALS   *M)()NE"  A(;AIN. 

In  spite  of  their  energy,  money  and  <*uteness,  the  federal  officials  ia 
(ireat  Britain  appear  to  be  continually  outwitted  by  their  <;onfiMlewte 
opponents,  and  a  case  has  just  now  come  to  light  which  will  be  almost 
as  mortifying  to  them  as  the  escape  of  the  Alabama.     Some  short  time 
since,  four  men,  quartermastei-s  of  the  (Ireat  Eastern,  and  who  had  l)ert 
gunners  in  the  royal  navy,  left  the  "big  ship"  and  joined  a  vessel,  thf 
Japan,  fitting  out  at  Greenock  for  "China  and  other  easteni  portfc' 
More  recently,  tliCvse  (luartermasters   came  to  LiveriH)ol  and  shipped 
about  one  hundred  men  at  the  Sailor's  Home,  paying  ea<:h  the  custoioaiy 
advance.    Some  of  the  men  soon  got  intoxicated,  and  next  day,  thinking 
none  the  better  of  their  bargain,  and  having  leanit  some  secrets  from 
an  indiscreet  quartermaster,  they  paid  a  visit  to  Mr.  Dudley /the  American 
consul,  and  told  him  that  they  had  been  shipped  for  service  on  lioard 
the  Japan,  a  vessel  fitted  out  to  "burn,  sink  and  destrov  all  tWleral 
vessels  she  came  up  with."    Mr.  Dudley  at  once  telegraphed  to  Mr. 
Adams.    Mr.  Adam  promptly  called  uiK>n  Earl  Kossell,  and  the  foreign 
secretiiry,  anxious  to  display  his  impartiality,  telegrapheil  to  Mr.  I*ri» 
Kdwards,  the  collector  of  customs,  to  stop  the  Japan,  Mr.  Dudley 
having  promised  to  send  up  the  sworn  depositions  of  the  sailors  by  tbe 
next  post.    ^Er.  Ed  wards  at  once  looked  into  the  Bill  of  Bntrj',  but  nothing 
could  be  seen  of  the  Japan    there:   so,  thinking  that  she  might  soon 
enter  the  river,  he  ordercMl  four  revenue  gigs  to  cniise  up  and  down  and 
stop  her  as  soon  as  she  made  her  appearance.    No  Japan,  however, 
"  turned  up,-'  and  IVIr.  Edwards  then  telegraphed  to  Eskvl  Kussell  that  he 
must  have  been  misinformed.    On  further  investigation  into  the  matter^ 
it  wa*s  discoven»d  that  Mr.  Dudley  had  forgotten  to  state  that  the  Japan 
was  at  (Ireencwk.     llowt^ver,  when  this  became  known,  the  government 
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TS  were  telegraphed  to  Greenock,  but,  alas  for  federal  hopes!  the 
in,  re-christened  the  Virginia,  had  sailed  for  unknown  destkiations, 
soon  she  will  doubtless  prove  herself  a  worthy  sister  ship  to  the 
>ama  and  the  Florida.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  next  time  Mr. 
sul  Dudley  uses  the  telegraph,  he  won't  stint  the  large  funds  at 
iisiK)saI  in  paying  for  messages  which  vnl\  explain  fully  all  he  has 
Jll. 


Mr,  Adamtt  to  Mr.  Seirard. 

379.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  17, 1863. 

m :  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  several  notes  which  have 
led  between  Lord  Bussell  and  myself,  touching  the  departure  of  a 
»1  called  the  Japan,  alias  the  Virginia,  equipped  for  the  same  general 
jK)8es  as  the  Oreto  and  the  gunboat  No.  290.  This  vessel  did  not 
>  at  Aldemey,  but  received  her  armament  from  the  Alar  on  the  high 
(,  not  far  from  the  French  coast.  The  depositions  of  two  of  the  seamen, 
ies  of  which  hav^e  been  sent  to  you  by  Mr.  Dudley,  tell  the  whole 

y. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRAlSfCIS  ADAMS, 
'on.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Rmsell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  11, 1863. 

Y.  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  your  lordship  a  slip, 
acted  from  the  London  Times  of  to-day,  touching  the  case  of  the 
lel  now  called  the  Japan,  but  named  at  Greenock  lately  the  Virginia. 
.  needless  to  add  that  the  statement  therein  maile  of  the  destination 
le  vessel  is  known  to  me  to  be  false.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
has  not  gone.  The  steamer  Alar  has  already  transferred  to  her 
56  gun  and  four  smaller  ones,  and  is  expected  to  return  to  her. 
I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c., 

CHARLES  FKAN'OIS  ADAMS. 

[ght  Hon.  Earl  Kussell,  d;e.,  &e.,  dkc. 


[tYimi  Mecond  edition  of  the  Times,  April  11,  1863.] 

Plymouth,  Saturday  morning. 
le  steamship  Alar,  Captain  Back,  of  and  from  Kewhaven,  for  St. 
9,  put  in  here  this  morning  and  landed  seventeen  men  belonging  to 
steamship  Japan,  Captain  Jones,  600  tons,  which  left  Greenock  on 
28tli  of  March  for  a  trading  voyage  in  the  China  seas.  On  arrival 
he  coast  of  France,  she  lay  to  for  three  days,  it  is  supposed,  to  take 
lore  cargo.  On  the  4th  of  April,  at  11  a.  m.,  one  of  the  condensers 
be  steam-enguies,  which  are  about  200  horse-power,  exploded,  and 
firemen  in  the  stoke-hole  were  scalded,  viz)  Alexander  McDuff,  of 
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Edinburgh,  and  William  Hamilton,  of  Down  Patrick,  seriously.  Th^y 
were  taken  immediately  into  the  captain's  cabin,  transferred  to  ilie 
Alar  on  the  Otli,  and  are  now  in  the  Devon  and  Cornwall  hospital  Lew. 
The  other  fifteen  are  seamen  and  liremen,  who  took  advantage  uf  tk 
proximity  of  the  Alar,  and  are  said  to  have  *' backed  out"  of  the  voyige 
to  China.  Tliey  left  by  train  this  morning  for  various  parts.  !fte 
Japan,  which  has  a  complement  of  80  men,  has  proceeded.  The  Ahr 
had  to  lie  to  in  the  channel  on  Thursday  and  Friday  in  consequence  of 
some  trifling  damages. 


Earl  RuHsell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  11, 1863. 

Sir:  The  statement  in  the  se(;ond  edition  of  the  Times  respertin; 
th(?  Japan  and  the   Alar,  to  which  you  refer  in  your  letter  of  this 
afternoon,  had  already  attracted  my  attention,  and  I  had  brought  it. 
some  hours  before  I  received  your  letter,  to  the  notice  of  the  secretary    i 
of  state  for  the  home  department  and  of  the  lords  commissioners  of  her    I 
Majesty's  trea^urj-.  i 

I  have  now  forwarded  to  those  departments  a  copy  of  your  letter.  I 
with  a  request  that  such  steps  may  be  taken  as  can  legally  Ix^  taken  to  L 
prevent  any  violation  of  the  law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &c., 

RUSSELL 
( -HARLES  Francis  Adams,  P^sq.,  rfv,,  d-c,  dv. 


Mr.  AdaniH  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londotij  April  15,  l9Go. 

31 Y  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  two  dei>ositionft o( 
British  subjects,  who  appear  to  have  been  solicited  to  engage  in  the 
unlawful  exi>edition  of  the  Japan  alia^  the  Virginia  against  thecommenx 
of  the  United  States.  I  append  a  list,  marked  A,  of  the  officers  and 
men,  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  shipped  at  the  siiilor's  home  in  Liverpool 
a  large  part  of  whom  have  been  induced  to  join  the  piratical  expedition. 
Likewise  a  list,  marked  B,  of  the  men  who  refused  to  enlist,  left  tbe 
Virginia,  and  returned  to  Liveri)ool. 

It  is  not  without  great  pain  that  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  iioiut  oat  to 
your  lordship  these  transactions  at  Liverpool,  and  the  extent  to  whicbf 
if  not  in  some  way  prevented,  they  are  c<alciilatea  to  give  rise  to  complaints 
in  the  United  States  of  the  violations  of  neutndity  deliberately  committed 
by  her  ^Majesty's  subjects  in  the  port  of  Liverpool. 

I  V^^y  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  conad- 
eration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
8er\-ant, 

CHARLES  FBA27CIS  ADAM& 
Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  d-c,  d-c,  d^. 
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No.  1. 

Deposition  of  Edward  Thompson, 

dward  Thompson,  of  No.  18  Denison  street,  in  Liverpool,  makes  oath, 
says: 

am  an  able  seaman,  and  served  for  five  years  in  a  man-of-war  on  her 
esty's  ships  Neptune  and  others.  I  was  shipped  from  Liverpool  to 
enock  to  join  the  steamer  Japan,  as  I  was  told,  bound  on  a  voyage  to 
g^pore.  She  was  advertised  in  Sailors'  Home  as  bound  for  this 
L  I  belong  to  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve.  She  sailed  from  Greenock 
;he  second  day  of  April  instant.    Captain  Hitchcock  was  in  command. 

sailed  first  down  towards  the  Isle  of  Man.    We  then  tacked  and 

it  north  through  the  North  Channel,  and  down  the  west  coast  of 

and,  passed  Cape  Clear,  and  steered  east  up  the  Channel.    Ushant 

ht  was  the  first  light  we  sighted — ^went  towards  St.  Malo.    We  then 

her  to  the  westward,  and  dodged  at  slow  steam  all  night.    We  fell 

nth  the  Alar  steamer  just  off  Morleux ;  we  were  not  more  than  three 

bur  miles  from  land  at  the  time.     When  the  Alar  saw  us,  she  hoisted 

»g  for  a  pilot;  after  she  got  her  pilot  on  she  hoisted  a  flag  of  distress. 

{ had  taken  her  in  tow  before  the  pilot  reached  us.    We  floated  about 

il   night,  then  got  the  Alar  alongside  and  commenced  to  discharge 

cargo  into  the  Japan.    We  were  three  nights  engaged  in  discharg- 

the  cargo;  we  did  nothing  in  the  day-time.  She  brought  to  us  guns, 

>t,  shells,  rockets,  ammunition,  rifles,  cutlasses,  and  all  sorts  of  imple- 

ats  of  war.    I  counted  nine  Whitworth  guns  to  be  mounted  on  the 

ks.    I  may  be  mistaken  about  the  maker's  name.    1  only  know  they 

•e  breech-loading  guns.    1  understand  there  was  one  large  i>ivot  gun 

board  when  we  left  Greenock.    I  left  the  vessel  on  Friday  last,  on 

steamer  Alar.     After  we  got  all  the  cargo  discharged  from  the 

ir  into  the  Japan,  at  four  o'clock  on  Friday  afternoon,  while  we  were 

Brest,  about  two  miles  from  land,  the  new  captain  who  came  to  us 

he  Alar,  having  dressed  himself  in  regimentals  in  a  blue  uniform  with 

:ar  in  the  epaulets,  had  all  hands  piped  aft  by  the  boatswain.    He 

n  directed  the  lieutenant  to  read  the  articles,  and  then  said:  We  are 

bound  for  Singapore;  we  are  going  to  sail  under  the  confederate 

the  same  as  the  Alabama,  to  sink,  burn  and  destroy  vessels  belong- 
to  the  United  States.  All  of  jou  who  wish  to  join,  I  will  give  ten 
nds  in  cash  as  soon  ai?  you  sign  the  articles ;  and  j'ou  who  do  not 
h  to  join  can  go  back  in  the  Alar.  Those  who  join  shall  also  have 
pound  per  month  extra.  The  captain  told  us  her  name  was  to  be 
Virginia,  and  this  was  the  name  mentioned  in  the  articles  which  we 
e  required  to  sign.  They  had  the  confederate  flag  on  board  at  the 
e,  laid  down  on  the  floor  of  the  cabin,  but  it  was  not  hoisted.  The 
cles  were  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war  with  the  United  States. 
ring  the  night  while  we  were  discharging  the  cargo  from  one  vessel 
he  other,  we  were  at  anchor  very  close  into  the  land,  not  more  than 
r  a  mile  from  the  land,  opposite  a  magazine  which  lies  a  quarter  of  a 
3  from  Ushant  light.  We  went  to  this  place  or  verj"  near  there  every 
ht.  After  reading  the  articles,  the  men  who  refiised  to  sign  asked 
ut  their  wages,  ^ey  were  told  that  Captain  Hitchcock  would  settle 
\  after  we  got  to  Liverpool.  I  saw  Mr.  Hitchcock  yesterday  at  Jones 
3o.'8  office,  No.  28  Chai)el  street,  Liverpool.  This  house  of  Jones  & 
acted  as  agent  for  shipping  the  men.  One  of  their  clerks  was  at 
steamer  which  took  us  around  from  Liverpool  to  Greenock.  They 
led  all  the  shipping  notes;  at  least  they  were  all  made  payable  there 


.» 
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at  Jones  &  Co.'s  office,  and  they  have  paid  them  siuim'.    They  paidmt* 
my  shipping  note  yesterday  at  their  office  in  Liverpool.    There  were  ten 
sailors  lateh'  belonging  to  the  British  navy  from  Portsmouth,  who  caiw 
out  in  the  Alar  and  refused  to  join  the  vessel.     They  received  tvo 
pounds  apiece  from  C^aptain  Hitelicock  not  to  say  anything  ahont  the 
matter.    This  \vas  paid  them  while  we  were  returning  to  Pljiuoutk 
Mr.  Jones,  one  of  the  firm  in  Chapel  street,  Liveii>ool,  who  came  out  to  m 
in  the  Alar,  was  present  at  the  time  when  the  money  was  paid,  and 
ordered  Captain  IIit<jhex>ck  to  pay  it  to  the  men.    Mr.  Jones  seemed  to 
take  charge  of  everything.    The  rei)ort  was  that  she,  the  Virginia,  was 
to  go  to  Madeira.    She  had  not  more  than  five  days'  coals  when  we  left 
her.    She  is  an  iron  vessel,  very  slightly  built,  with  a  full  iM.>op  as  far 
as  the  after  scuttle-hole,  to  iire-room  and  top-gallant  forecastle;  tbree 
ma^ts,  square-rigged  forward,  fore  and  aft,  main  and  mizzen.    She  has 
one  fiumel  between  the  fore  and  main  mast,  a  house  over  engine-room 
with  a  donkey  engine  in  it.     The  Alar  is  a  British  steamer  hailing  from 
London.    When  she  came  out  to  meet  the  Japan  or  Virginia,  as  she  is 
called,  Hh(»  sailed  from  New  Haven. 

KDWARD  THOMPSON. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Liverpool,  the  fourteenth  day  of  Ajiril,  eight^t^ 
hundred  and  sixty-three. 

J.  PEARSON, 
A  CommlHHioner  to  AdminiHter  Oathn  in  Vhiincery^  in  England. 


No.  2. 

Pepoititiim  of  Thomas  Muhon. 

Thomas  Mahon,  residing  at  No.  8  Count  (Jore  sti-eet^  Toxleth  Park, 
Liveipool,  being  sworn,  says: 

I  am  a  native  of  Liverpool,  and  am  a  laborer.    On  or  about  Marcli 
27th  last  past,  hearing  that  a  steamer  was  wanting  men  for  Singai^ore. 
I  went  to  the  Sailors'  Home,  and  was  introduced  to  a  man  as  the  captain. 
I  don't  remember  his  name  at  present.    I  beUeve  it  is  Hitchcock.    He  ia 
in  Liverpool  now.    He  told  me  ho  was  captain  of  the  Japan.    He  said 
he  wanted  firemen  and  trimmers ;  and  the  next  day,  the  27th,  I  went 
with  him  to  the  shipping-ofiic^,  and  there  signed  articles  for  steamer 
Japan  for  Singapore  or  any  intermediate  i>ort.  for  two  years.    Captain 
Hitchcock  engaged  me  and  witnessed  my  signing.    1  was  to  have  three 
pounds  ten  shillings  per  month.    About  fifty  men  in  all  signed  in  the 
same  way.    When  we  had  signed,  we  were  told  to  take  our  clothes  to 
Jones  &  Co.,  No.  2S  Chai)el  street,  and  would  then  rexjeive  an  advance  not« 
for  a  month's  pay.    I  took  my  clothes  tliere  and  received  ft  note  fw 
three  pounds  ten  shillings,  ])ayable  ten  days  after  the  shii)  sailed  from 
Greenock  at  Jones  &  Co.'s.    We  were  told  by  the  captain,  Hitchcock,  to 
me<3t  at  the  Glasgow  lK)at  at  five  o'clock  on  Monday  afteiiioon  at  the 
dock.    We  went  as  ordered,  and  our  clothes  were  brought  down  and  our 
fares  were  paid  by  a  clerk  from  Jones  &  Co.    We  sailed  the  same  evening 
in  the  Heron,  about  fifty  in  all.    W^e  arrived  at  Greenock  about  three  or 
four  the  next  afternoon,  and  a  tug  came  alongside  and  took  ns  off  the 
Heron  and  put  us  on  board  the  screw  steamer  JaiMm.  lying  in  the  river 
opposite  Greenock.    Captain  Hitchcock  camo  off  in  tne  tag  and  took  iu 
on  board.    He  went  on  \M>^t(\.  ^MVl  \i^«    He  ^ve  us  our  orders.    1  had 
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shipped  as  eoal  triiuinor,  and  believed  she  was  an  English  steamer  and 
ICoin^  to  SiugaiK)ro.     8he  liad  then  the  Kn^lish  ensign  liyinfr.     Captain 
Hiti'hcoek  remained  on  Inward  and  exeivisi^d  eoinniand.     \Ve  remained 
at  <lr(*enock  till  Wednesday.    On  Thnrsday,  about  six  in  the  morning, 
we  got  under  way,  and  the  jalot  sai<l  we  w(Me  )iroing  on  a  trial  trip. 
Oil  the  Wednesday  night  the  revenue  ofllicers  eame  on  board  after  the 
stores  came  on  board,  and  [)nt  steals  on  the  stores.     The  stores  cann*  ott* 
in  a  steamer  an<l  a  lighter.    They  ronsisted  ot  large  <|uantiti(»s  of  s])ints, 
clothing,  blankets,  beds,  knives  and  forks,  tins  and  the  like.    J  did  not 
see  any  other  government  ottieers  visit  the  ship.    AVe  sailed  out  I  believe 
on  the  Thurs<lay  morning,  as  we  supjjosecl  on  the  trial  tri[>,  and  steered 
towards  sea.     In  the  afternoon  we  returne<l  to  the  light-house  down  the 
Clyde  and  stoppeil,  but  did  not  an<*hor.     A  tug  eame  to  iis  there  with 
some  more  men  and  provisions  from  (Jreenoek,  and  as  soon  as  we  had 
tAken  them  on  boanl  we  started  down  again  and  steered  right  to  w*a. 
The  pih)t  left  us  next  morning  off  Castletown,  Isle  of  Man.     Captain 
Hiteheo<'k  ha<l  eomnumd  of  the  vessel.     About  two  <lays  after  we  made 
land,  as  I  was  told,  on  the  coast  of  France,  and  we  ke[>t  beating  almut 
there  for  several  days.     We  wond<M'ed  why,  but  did  not  ascertain  the 
reason.    On  Monday  the  (Jtli  an  English  screw  steamer,  the  Alar,  of 
London,  cann*  to  us  and  spoke  us.     We  were  so  near  the  coast  of  France 
that  a  siiot  ccmld  be  tired  ashore.      (■ai)taiu  Hitchcock  told  the  Alar  to 
go  under  the  island.      The  Alar  soon  after  nmde  a  signal  as  if  she  was 
broke  down,  and  the  Jai)an  took  her  in  tow.    We  towed  her  awhile  and 
tile  haws(T  broke.     She  then  steamed  away  hei-self,  and  wo  soon  after 
spoke  a  French  i>ilot-boat,  and  we  took  a  [ulot  on  boar<l,  as  <li<l  also  the 
Alar.    The  xVlar  sailed  away  into  a  snmll  bay,  and  we  followed  and 
Came  to  anchor  near  the  shore,  no  further  off  than  I  could  have  thrown 
^  stone.     T\w  Alar  then  inadt*  fast  ahuigside,  and  that  night  a  very  large 
J-*H.se  of  guns  and  a  quantity  of  ammunition  in  small  <*as<»s  were  taken  on 
l>oard  tin*  Japan  from  ihv.  Alar.     The  next  morning  both  vessels  sailed 
^\\t  and  we  went  out  to  Ki*a,  and  the  Alar  into  another  bay.      In  the 
Afternoon  we  joined  the  ^Vlar  in  the  other  bay,  and  took  on"  board  the 
^^t  of  the  cargo,  consisting  of  guns  and  ammunition.     Men  in  the  mean 
^ime  were  engaged   in   making  the  tittings  for  the  guns.    The  same 
Hfternoon  a  tall  man  they  called  Lamont,  or  Dupont,  came  on  board  from 
the  Alar  and  took  charge  of  the  Japan.     He  came  on  deck  in  uniform, 
Hnd  called  all  the  men  aft.     He  told  us  she  was  no  more  to  be  called  the 
^l^apaii,  but  the  Virginia  conf<Mh»ratt^  war  steamer.    He  i)nHlnced  articles, 
Hn«I  I'eading  them  to  the  effect  that  there  would  Ik*  di8(*ipline  siime  as 
tiie  Alabama,  or  any  other  under  the  confederate  flag.     He  said  he  was 
iroing  to  burn  and  destroy  all  Xoith  American  vesstds,  and  told  us  we 
fthould  have  ten  iM>ands  bounty  to  sign  for  threes  yeai-s  under  the  confed- 
erate flag.    One  of  the  men  asked  about  prize  money,  and  he  said  we 
should  have  the  same  as  the  Alabama;  that  any  nnin  who  ha<l  a  family 
f>ould  have  half  pay.     Eight  of  us  went  into  tlie  cabin  to  see  what  he 
'would  do  with  us  if  we  would  not  shij).    He  said  ]Mr.  Jones  would  pay 
our  tare  through  to  Liverpool,  and  anything  else  that  we  requireil  when 
we  came  ashore.    Mr.  Jones  was  sitting  at  the  table  where  they  were 
paying  the  bounty  an<l  signing  the  articles,  and  said  it  would  be  all 
rij^bt-    We  and  a  numl)er  of  others,  in  all  about  twenty-four,  refused  to 
join,  and  the  same  night  we  were  taken  to  the  Alar, "and  both  vessels 
left  the  bay.     The  next  morning  the  Alar  took  the  pilot  from  the  Japan, 
and  lande<l  him  and  her  own  about  where  we  had  i>icked  them.    I  was 
below  when  she  took  the  pilot  off,  and  did  not  see  the  Japan  after  leav- 
ing her  in  the  bay.    I  heard  the  order  given  to  hoist  the  ooiifedft^ia»^ 
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flag.  Captain  Hitelicock,  IVIr.  Jones,  and  the  cliief  and  second  matt** 
came  from  her  with  us.  We  were  landed  at  Plymouth  on  SatiuxkT 
morning,  and  received  from  Captain  Ilitclicock  a  sovereign  each  to  \m 
our  way  to  Liverpool,  and  the  same  day  came  into  Liverpool  iu  the 
steamer. 

THOMAS  MAHOX. 

Sworn  the  fimrteenth  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-tluw, 
before  me,  Mr.  Kathborne,  a  magistrate  for  the  county  of  Lancaster. 


A. 


List  of  officers  and  crew  of  the  ship  Japan,  shipped  at  the  Sailors^  Home,  \n 
Liverpool,  and  understood  to  he  subjects  of  Great  Britmn, 

Thomas  Hedjik,  master. 

Griftith  Jones,  mate,  No.  7  Virginia  street. 

Ahou  r.  Mackintosh,  secx^nd  mate.  No.  5  Fleet  square,  Fleet  street. 

Kobert  Neal,  carpenter.  No.  28  liegent  street. 

Chas.  King,  boatswain.  No.  22  Eui)ert  street. 

J.  S.  Woolfall,  captain's  steward,  No.  119  Albert  street. 

Thomas  Price,  cook,  No.  117  Bedford  street,  Everton. 

John  Thompson,  cook.  No.  113  Pitt  street. 

^Villiam  Jones,  seanian.  No.  IG  Gerard  street. 

Thomas  Williams,  (1)  seaman.  No.  22  Edmund  street. 

Thomas  Williams,  (2)  seiman,  No.  M  Prussia  stivet. 

John  White,  seaman.  No.  71  Jordan  street. 

William  Williams,  seaman.  No.  40  High  Field. 

Frank  Jti vers,  seanmn.  No.  53  Up]>er  Hill. 

James  liodway,  seaman.  No.  113  Pitt  street. 

Wm.  Jackson,  seaman,  No.  1  George  street. 

Joseph  Seymoiu*,  No.  53  Bedford  street. 

Wm.  Dand,  boat's  mate  on  board  Great  Eastern. 

Frank  Mills,  seaman,  No.  27  Union  street. 

Thos.  Jones,  ordinary  seaman,  Beaumaris  tavern,  Tayakarly  street 

Henry  Barron,  ordinary  seiiman,  No.  12  High  Field  road. 

Edward  Davis,  ordinary  seaman.  No.  12  Lightbody  street. 

John  Murray,  ordinary  seaman.  No.  33  Gordon  street. 

Hugh  Hughes,  ordinary  seaman,  Beaumaris  tavern,  Union  street. 

G.  Owen  Crow,  boy.  No.  73  Kew  street. 

Kichard  Callaghan,  boy,  No.  28  Regent  street. 

Charles  Penrose,  boy.  No.  G  Woodstock  street 

Thomas  Claydon,  boy,  No.  4  Bell  street,  T.  P. 

Kobert  Ford,  boy.  Sailors'  Home. 

John  Fitzgerald,  boy,  No.  39  Hornby  street. 

Joseph  Fisher,  boy.  No.  19  John  street,  T.  P. 

BenJ'n  Connolly,  boy.  No.  17  Temple  Bed,  Dale  street. 

Sam'l  Alfred  Sea  ton,  storekeeper,  No.  48  Westbourne  street 

W.  Hamilton,  landsman.  No.  45  Hamilton  street 

Thomas  James,  landsman.  No.  15  Earl  street 

John  Williams,  landsman.  No.  21  Kiclimond  row  or  street 

Joseph  Hopkins,  landsman,  No.  55  Atherton  street 

John  Flynn,  landsman,  No.  18  Milton  street 

John  Dolan,  landsman,  No.  4  Ct  Bloudel. 
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Wy  Taiiner,  fireman,  !N"o.  5  Prince's  Walk,  Gt.  Howard  street. 

Phil.  Thomas,  fireman,  No.  32  Kay  street. 

Michael  Downey,  fireman,  No.  29  Gt.  Howard  street. 

Alex.  McDulf,  fireman,  No.  29  Thomas  street. 

John  Hughes,  fireman.  No.  29  Thomas  street. 

James  Kendry,  fireman.  No.  15  Earl  street. 

John  McCarthy,  fireman,  No.  5  Prince's  Walk,  Gt.  Howard  street. 

Michael  Connor,  fireman,  Gt.  Howard  street. 

Richard  Groves,  fireman.  No.  19  Bennis  Gardens. 

Wm.  Myers,  trimmer.  No.  3  Ct.  Spitalfields. 

Thomas  Mahon,  trimmer.  No.  8  Ct.  Gore  street. 

James  Gordon,  trimmer,  No.  44  Tatlock  street. 

Edward  Thompson,  trimmer,  No.  18  Denison  street. 

Samuel  Haywood,  trimmer.  No.  18  Denison  street. 

John  Miles,  trimmer.  No.  29  Thomas  street. . 

John  Stanley,  cooper,  No.  26  Gt.  Oriel  street. 

Went  by  the  Heron,  Glasgow  boat,  at  7.30  p.  m.,  March  30,  1803. 


B. 


Xj-ist  ofmefij  understood  to  he  subjeaU  of  Great  Britain^  who  left  the  steamer 
Yirginiaj  late  Japan^  and  came  to  Liverpool^  in  the  steamship  Ua^t 
Anglican,  from  Plymouth. 

John  Wliite,  Joseph  Hopkins,  William  Swift,  Henry  James,  Wil- 
liam Myers,  .John  Myers,  Thomas  Mahon,  John  Hughes,  Mr.  Beaton,  pur- 
ser, Mr.  Jones,  master  mariner,  Mr.  Mcintosh,  Edward  Thompson,  John 
Pirin,  George  Crow,  Richard  Groves^  Richai*d  Credshaw,  Charles  Spen- 
cer, and  James  Woolfall. 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Setvard. 
[Extract.] 

^0.  64.]  XJ^'ITED  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  April  18, 1803. 
SiB:         #««#««•« 

Inclosure  No.  5  is  a  copy  of  one  of  the  shipping  notes  in  the  case  of 
^^0  steamer  Japan,  now  called  the  Virginia.  I  shall  retain  the  original 
^  await  the  action  of  the  British  government.  This  was  signed  by 
^ones  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  one  of  wliom,  as  appears  by  the  alhdaAits 
^nt  in  dispatch  No.  62,  accompanied  the  men  to  the  Virginia,  and  wa« 
SJI^esent  when  they  were  paid  their  bounty  of  ten  pounds  for  enlisting. 
This,  if  true,  makes  a  clear  case  under  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  serv^ant, 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
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£2  10«.  0(1. 

Agreement  made  at  Liverpool^  this  2Sth  day  of  Marckj  1863. 

TtMi  days  after  the  sliip  Japan  sails  from  the  river  Clyde,  the  under- 
si^iu'd  do  hereby  promise  aud  agi-ee  to  pay  to  any  person  who  shaH 
advance  two  pounds,  ten  shillings,  —  pence  to  Edward  Davies,  onthi* 
a^ieement,  the  sum  of  two  pounds,  ten  shillings,  —  pence,  provided  the 
said  Edward  Da  vies  shall  sail  in  the  said  ship  from  the  said  river  Ovdf. 

JONES  &  CO. 

Payable  at  28  Chapel  street. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

No.  391.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  24, 1803. 

Sir:  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  from  Lord  Russell  to  me.  of  the  21st 
iiistaiit,  resi>ectiug  the  departure  of  the  Japan,  alias  the  Virginia.  I 
liave  no  reason  to  doubt  the  conectness  of  the  representations  tliereia 
made  of  the  condition  of  that  vessel.  Indeed,  tliis  will  account  for  the 
fact  that  I  had  not  myself  received  from  any  of  the  consuls  informatiua 
of  her  readiness  for  a  voyage  imtil  after  she  was  gone. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CllxVKLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  21, 1863. 

Sir:  I  stated  to  yon  in  my  letter  of  the  16th  instant  that  your  letter 
of  the  previous  day,  respecting  the  case  of  the  Japan,  othemise  the 
Virginia,  liad  been  referred  to  the  proi)er  departments  of  her  Majesty's 
government;  but  I  will  not  delay  informing  you  that  lier  Ma[jej«tys 
government  have  received  from  the  authorities  at  Glasgow  and  al 
Greenock  rei>orts,  from  wluch  it  appears  that  that  vessel  was  constantly 
visited,  while  she  was  in  course  of  construction,  and  that  the  suney* 
seemed  to  show  that  she  was  intended  for  commercial  puqK>se8,  and 
that  her  frame- work  and  plating  were  of  the  ordinary  sizes  for  vessels  of 
her  class. 

She  was  entered  on  the  31st  ultimo  as  for  Point  de  Galle  and  Hong 

Kong,  with  a  crew  of  forty-eight  men.    She  shipped  on  the  Ist  instant 

115  gain,  spiritf.  thc  bondod  stores  stated  in  the  margin,  and  she  eleaied 

32  gals.  wine.  on  the  samc  day  in  ballast  for  Point  de  Galle  uid  Hone 

244  lbs.  tea.  ^r^  ^^  ^ 

159  llM.  coffee.  KOUg. 

*io  ^^"^  dJIS***  ^®^  Majesty's  government  are  ftirther  informed  that 

18  cwt  3, 2,  iQgar.      the  Japan  left  the  anchorage  early  on  the  morning  of  tbe 

2       1*.  5.  ^tfbSr**  ^d  instant,  with  the  ostensible  purpose  of  trying  her 

1       12,  Gorrants.    englucs,  intending  to  retom,  haying  on  board  several 

joiners,  who  were  fitting  up  her  cabins.    These  men,  who  are  said  to 

have  been  employed  at  a  l^er  time  in  fitting  np  a  magasinet.  were  sob- 

sequenUy  landed  on  some  part  of  the  coast  lower  down  the  G^de. 
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The  cnstoin-hoiise  officer,  who  visited  the  Japan  on  the  evening  of  the 
Lst  instant  to  see  that  her  stores  were  correct,  reports  that  he  saw 
lothing  on  board  which  could  lead  him  to  sospect  that  she  was  intended 
br  war  porposes. 

Her  M^esty's  government  are  further  informed  that  she  was  not 
beavily  sparr^,  and  that  she  could  not  spread  more  canvas  than  an 
ordinary  merchant  steamer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Ghables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cC'c,  dkc.y  &c. 


Mr,  Setcard  to  Mr,  Adams. 

So.  575.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  4, 18G3. 

Seb:  Your  dispatch  of  the  17th  of  April  CSo.  379)  has  been  received. 
The  promptness  with  which  you  have  laid  before  the  government  of 
Great  Britain  the  facts  ascei-taiued  by  you  iu  regard  to  the  unlawful  equip- 
tnent  and  departure  of  the  Virginia  is  appreciated,  and  the  President 
indulges  a  confident  exi^ectatioii  that  that  government  will  do  all  that  may 
be  within  its  power  to  aveit  from  the  international  commerce  the  danger 
«^hich  the  transaction  menaces,  and  to  prevent  similar  transactions  iu 
future. 

I  am,  sir,  j'our  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  n.  SEWAKD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  etc,  d-e. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.] 

No.  454.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  July  1(),  18(53. 
Sm:         ♦♦#♦♦•♦♦ 

I  seized  the  opportunity  to  send  another  represent^ition  as  to  the  own- 
ership of  the  Japan,  which  had  likewise  been  8up]>lied  by  Mr.  Dudley. 
Dopies  of  this  note,  with  the  accompanying  papers,  and  of  his  lordship's 
uiswer  of  the  13th  instant,  are  herewith  transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAINFS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extract.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  July  7, 1863. 
My  Loed:         ♦♦#♦♦♦♦ 

It  is  with  fipreat  regret  that  I  feel  myself  once  more  c()mi)elled  to  c«all 
your  lordship's  attention  to  the  circumstances  attending  the  outUt  of 
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the  steamer  called  the  Japau.    It  now  appears  that  that  vessel  was  at 
the  time  of  her  escape,  and  has  continued  until  very  lately  to  be,  the  pro|i- 
erty  of  a  British  subject  residing  in  Liverpool.  That  person  is  Mr.  Thomas 
Bold,  a  member  of  the  commerciiil  house  of  Jones  &  Co.     I  have  infor- 
mation which  leads  me  to  believe  that  only  within  a  few  days  has  Mr. 
Bold  notified  the  collector  of  customs  at  Liveri)ool  of  his  side  of  tLis 
vessel  to  foreign  owners,  and  requested  the  register  to  be  cancelled.    That 
act  was  not  completeil  until  the  23d  of  June  last.     It  would  api>ear  Irom 
th(»sc  facts,  should  they  prove  to  be  tnte,  that  this  vessel  has  remained 
the  property  of  a  British  subject  during  a  considerable  time,  in  wliiA 
she  has  been  engaged  in  committing  extensive  ravages  upon  the  com- 
merce of  a  nation  with  whicjh  her  Majesty  is  at  peace.     The  fact  of  tlw* 
outfit  of  that  vessel  for  hostile  purposes  has  already  occupied  the 
attention  of  your  lordship,  in  consequence  of  former   representations 
unhappily  made  too  late  for  eifective  interposition.     But  the  circumstance 
of  the  retention  of  the  ownership  by  a  British  subject  for  so  long  a 
period  after  she  was  known  to  be  engaged  in  hostilities  against  the 
Unit(*d  States  is  of  too  grave  a  character  to  justify  me  in  omitting  to 
call  y(mr  hudship's  paiticular  attention  to  it  in  advance  of  the  possibSity 
of  receiving  instructions  respecting  it. 
I  pray  your  lordship,  &c., 

CHAKLES  FRANCIS  ADAAia 

Bight  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  etc.,  cfcc,  dc 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr  Adams. 

[Extracts.] 

Foreign  Officte,  July  13, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  sicknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
th(»  7th  instant        •  ♦  ♦  ♦  »        calling  attention 

to  the  circumstance  that  the  Virginia  continued  up  to  the  23d  ultimo  to  be 
the*  property  of  a  British  subject  residing  at  LiveriXK)!, 

1  have,  however,  called  for  a  report  from  the  proper  authorities  vitb 
regard  to  your  statement  respecting  the  Virginia. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c£?c.,  cfec,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adanis. 

'Si).  008.J  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  July  29, 1862. 

8iR :  Your  dispatch  of  the  16th  of  July  (No.  454)  has  been  received, 
and  your  proceedings  therein  are  approved.  You  will  be  expected  to 
(•ommunicate  to  this  department  the  further  decision  which  Earl  Bussell 
has  authorized  you  to  look  for,  in  regard  to  the  Virginia,  as  soon  as  it 
shall  have  been  received. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWABD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  dkc.y  dkc. 
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Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

^o.  126.]  United  States  Consitlate, 

Livoyool,  August!,  1863. 

SiB:  I  have  reliable  information  that  the  pirate  steamer  Georgia, 
is  no  other  than  the  steamer  Japan,  which  sailed  from  Greenock  in 
Scotland,  went  out  in  the  channel,  took  her  armament  on  board  oft'  Brest 
from  the  steamer  -^Vlar,  and  sailed  thence  as  the  pirate  Virginia.  She 
'\j^  in  command  of  Lieutenant  Maury,  formerly  of  the  Washington 
Observatory. 

I  have  just  seen  a  letter  from  John  Stanley,  one  of  the  crew  on  board 
oi  this  vessel,  written  to  his  wife  in  Liverpool,  while  the  steamer  was  at 
Bakia.  This  man  Staidey,  as  well  as  all  the  other  men  on  board,  are 
Eoglishmen.  Catherine  Stanley,  his  wife,  receives  half  pay  on  account 
of  her  husband's  wages  on  this  vessel ;  the  half  i)ay  amounts  to  two 
pounds  ten  shillings  per  month,  and  is  paid  to  her  each  month  at  the 
office  of  Jones  &  (3o.,  No.  28  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  by  this  firm.  She 
says  the  wives  of  all  the  other  men  on  board  the  vessel  are  also  paid 
half  pay  each  month  at  this  same  otiice.  You  will  recollect  that  it  was 
this  lirm,  Jones  &  Co.,  that  fitted  (mt  the  vessel  from  Greenock.  Many 
>f  the  men  for  the  Japan  were  engaged  at  this  port.  It  was  the  firm  of 
Fones  &  Co.  thnt  engaged  the  men  and  took  them  from  here  to 
ijreeuock.  1  have  one  of  the  original  shipping  notes,  signed  by  Jones 
&  Co.,  of  which  inclosure  No.  1  is  a  copy.  This  firm  is  composed  of 
riiomas  Bold,  John  Jones,  and  Robert  Ilighat.  The  shipping  note  was 
signed  '^  Jones  &  Co.,^  by  Kol)ert  Ilighat,  one  of  the  firm.  John  Jones, 
one  of  the  firm,  went  out  in  the  steamer  Alar,  was  present  when  the 
men  signed  the  articles  on  the  vessel  for  a  cruise,  sat  at  the  table  and 
assisted  in  paying  the  bounty  money  to  the  men  who  signed  the 
articles.  Thomas  Bold,  the  other  member,  f whom  I  am  told  is  a  relative 
of  Lieutenant  Maury,)  was  the  registered  owner  of  the  vessel,  and 
remained  such  until  the  tlM  of  June  last,  when  he  wrote  a  note  to  the 
collector  of  customs  at  Liverpool,  stating  he  had  sold  the  vessel  to  for- 
eign owners.  I  inclose  you  a  certified  copy  of  the  register  of  this  vessel 
from  the  customs  in  Liverpool.  It  is  marked  No.  2.  Before  this  notice 
was  given  to  the  customs  of  a  change  of  ownership,  and  while  Bold 
appears  as  the  registered  owner,  the  Japan,  alias  Virginia,  alias  Georgia, 
destroyed  several  United  States  vessels.  I  took  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Squarey^  my  attorney,  as  to  the  liability  of  this  firm  or  of  Thomas 
Bold.  Inclosure  No.  3  is  a  copy  of  that  opinion.  It  now  appears  that 
8inc«  the  notice  of  the  transfer  of  this  vessel,  as  well  as  before,  this 
same  firm  of  Jones  &  Co.,  of  whom  Thomas  Bold  is  a  member,  have 
continued  and  are  now  pacing  one-half  the  wages  that  the  crew  earn 
who  are  serving  on  board,  to  their  wives  and  families  here  in  Liver- 
pool. 

I  have  from  time  to  time  in  previous  communications  given  you  most 
of  this  information,  but  it  seemed  to  me  to  be  of  so  much  importance  as 
fixing  the  character  if  not  the  nationality  of  this  vessel,  as  to  warrant 
my  repeating  it  again. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Se^retury  of  State. 
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Mr.  Squarey  to  Mr.  Dudley. 

10  Water  Street,  Liiterpool, 

July  17,  IStM, 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  considered  the  case  on  which  you  desired  to  liave 
my  opinion. 

The  facts,  as  I  understand  them,  are  that  a  vessel  built  and  repnstewl 
as  a  Britisli  ship  at  Glasgow,  sailed  from  that  port  with  a  British  eivw 
on  board,  bound  nominally  for  a  voyage  to  some  foreign  port,  the  crew, 
however,  being  huger  than  would,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  thinps  W 
required  for  such  a  voyage.  The  vessel  proceeded  to  the  English  clian- 
nel,  where,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  French  coast,  she  received  from  am»tlier 
British  vessel  arms  and  ammunition.  A  in^rson  professing  to  hold  a 
commission  from  the  government  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America 
then  took  charge  of  the  vessel  and  inform(»d  the  crew  that  the  voyapp 
for  which  they  had  signed  articles  was  abandoned,  and  emleavorwl  to 
l>ersuade  them  to  enter  the  confederate  service,  giving  to  those  not  (lis*- 
posed  to  take  such  service  the  option  of  leaving  the  ship,  which  many 
availed  themselves  of.  After  this,  the  vess(4  having  assumed  the  char- 
acter of  a  confederate  cruiser,  but  l)(»ing  still  registered  as  a  British 
ship,  attacked  and  destroyed  a  merchant  vessel  belonging  to  citizens  of 
the  United  States  of  America.  If  the  ruling  of  Chief  Baron  PolhK-k  in 
the  case  of  the  Alexandra  as  to  the  constniction  of  the  foreign  enlist- 
ment a(»t  be  (*oiTect,  it  follows  that  no  oft'ense  has  been  <'onii«itte<i 
against  that  statute  in  the  building  and  fitting  out  of  the  vessel  in  ques- 
tion, nor  can  the  arming  be  considered  to  have  infringed  the  statute,  as 
it  did  not  take  place  within  any  part  of  the  Queen's  dominions.  It  does 
not  ai)pear  to  me  the  engagement  of  the  crew  can  be  treated  as  an  offen.v 
against  the  act,  because  the  onlj^  legal  contract  binding  upon  the  crew 
was  that  appearing  upon  the  articles.  The  men  were  not  liable  to  do 
anything  except  what  they  had  agreed  to  do  by  the  articles,  and  fn»m 
the  statements  of  the  men  whom  1  saw,  it  did  not  api>ear  that  they 
knew  when  they  shipped  that  it  was  exi)ected  or  intended  that  they 
should  serve  on  board  a  man-of-war  or  privateer.  As  reganls  the  liabil- 
ity of  the  Jiritish  registered  owner  to  nuike  good  to  the  owners  of  the 
American  vessel  destroyed  the  loss  sustained  by  them,  I  conceive  it 
must  depend  upon  the  question  whether  those  in  command  of  theve&«el 
at  the  time  can  be  considerd  to  have  been  the  agents  of  the  British  owner. 
If  they  were  such  agents,  and  there  was  any  evidence  to  show  that  the 
destru(;tion  of  the  American  ship  coiUd  be  considered  a^  an  act  within 
the  scope  of  their  authority',  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  owners  would  l>e 
liable;  but  it  ai)pears  to  me  that  the  circumstances  to  which  I  have  pre- 
viously referred  go  very  far  to  rebut  the  pix\suraption  that  such  agency 
existed,  and  to  prove  in  destroying  the  American  vessi^l  the  officers  and 
crew  were  a<!ting  not  for  the  British  owner,  but  for  the  govenimentof 
the  so-called  Confederate  States.  In  such  case  I  do  not  think  that  any 
liability  could  be  established  against  the  British  owner,  for  it  is  now  well 
established  that  the  mere  fact  of  being  on  the  register  of  the  ship  doM 
not  itself  involve  liability  for  the  acts  or  engagements  of  the  master  and 
crew,  and  that  such  liability  is  in  fact  a  question  dei)euding  uiion  express 
or  im]>lied  agency  in  every  case. 

Although,  therefore,  I  do  not  see  how  a  British  owner  is  to  be  made 
liable,  there  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  case  which  justifies  the  American  gov- 

fcemment  in  bringing  the  matter  befoi-e  the  notice  of  the  British  govern- 
ment^  and  requiring  exylanations  from  that  government  of  the  circiun* 
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stances  under  which  a  British  vessel  is  found  to  be  engaged  in  the 
iestniction  of  vessels  belonging  to  American  citizens. 
I  remain,  youi's  truly,  for  partners  and  self, 

A.  T.  SQUAREY. 
T.  H.  Dudley,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul^  Liverpool, 


^  10«.  0(7. 

Agreement  made  at  Liverpool  the  2Sth  day  of  March,  1863. 

Ten  days  after  the  ship  Japan  sails  from  the  river  Clyde,  the  under- 
signed do  hereby  promise  and  agree  to  pay  to  any  person  who  shall 
EMdvance  two  pounds  ten  shillings  —  pence  to  Edward  Davis,  on  this 
agreement,  the  sum  of  two  pounds  ten  shillings — pcnce^  provided  the 
aaid  Edward  Davis  shall  sail  in  the  said  ship  from  the  said  river  Clyde. 
Payable  at  28  Chapel  street. 

JONES  &  CO. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

!To.  528.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  October  30,  1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  just  received  from 
dr.  Harvey,  the  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  at  Lisbon,  a 
elegr^m,  the  language  of  which  is  as  follows : 

**  Please  inform  the  department  that  cruiser  Georgia  has  been  depre- 
lating  near  Teneriffe,  and  boarded  Liverpool  steamer  Braganza  last 
(miday,  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  here,  heading  northward 
O'wards  British  channel.  I  have  notified  Kearsarge  at  Brest,  and  adopted 
U  other  practical  measures." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  serv^ant, 

CHAKLES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

STo.  500.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  December  11,  1863. 

Sib:  Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  has  sent  me  several  deposi- 
tions of  men  who  have  been  engaged  and  paid  by  a  commercial  house  in 
LiveriKK)!  to  make  war  on  the  United  States.  1  have  sent  cojnes  to  Lord 
Bnssell,  with  a  note  dated  the  7tli  instant.  His  lordship  has  acknowl- 
edged the  reception  of  it.  Copies  of  aU  these  papers  are  transmitted 
herewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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"the  Japan,  or  Georgia,  in  the  channel,  on  the  steamer  Alar,  at  the  time 
«lie  carried  out  the  armament,  and  superintended  the  shipping  of  the 
soniaineiit  from  the  Alar  to  tlie  (rccugia,  and  aided  in  re-enlisting  the 
«rew  for  the  cruise;  i)romised  the  men  who  had  >\ives  should  have  half 
3>ay  of  the  wages  earne<l  by  their  husbands  on  the  vessel.  Francis 
<}lassbrook  and  John  Stanley,  two  of  the  (aew,  sent  their  bounty  money, 
amounting  to  £10,  to  their  wives,  and  Benjamin  (-onolly,  another  of  the 
cretv',  sent  all  or  a  part  of  his  to  his  father  by  Mr.  Jones.  All  this  money 
80  sent  \vas  aftenvards  paid  by  Jones  &  Co.,  at  their  office,  in  Liverpool, 
t^the  parties  to  whom  it  had  been  sent.  This  tirm  have  jiaid,  and  still 
Gontiinie  to  pay,  the  wives  of  the  men  on  board  this  vessel  the  one-half 
of  tlie  wages  earned  by  their  husbaiuls.  The  i>aymentsare  made  once  a 
month.  I  inclose  you  copies  of  the  affidavits  of  Jolin  Staiih*y,  Francis 
Glassbrook,  and  iWiijamin  Conolly,  three  of  the  crew  I'rom  this  vessel, 
iio\v  in  Liverpool,  establishing  the  fa<*ts  relative  to  their  shipment,  c^c. ; 
and  copies  of  the  aflidavits  of  jNlrs.  Stanley  and  Mrs.  Glassbrook,  show- 
ing tbe  payment  of  the  half-pay  by  this  tirm  to  them  during  the  cruise 
of  the  vessel,  the  hist  payment  of  which  was  made  so  late  as  Saturday, 
the  21st  of  Novend)er  last;  also  a  copy  of  Daniel  Conolly's  affidavit, 
proving  the  payment  to  him  by  Jones  &  Co.  of  the  money  sent  by  his 
8on. 

I  have  also  to  inform  you,  that  1  am  told  the  finn  of  Jones  &  Co.  are 
now  engaged  in  jirocuruig  and  shipping  nu»n  from  Liverpool  for  this  same 
vessel,  the  Georgia. 

On  the  lilst  of  November,  last  Saturday  week,  (Glassbrook  andConoUy 
called  at  Jones  &  Co.-s  oflice;  they  wen»  aske<l  if  they  belonged  to  the 
Steamer  Florida ;  they  answere<l  no,  that  they  belonged  to  the  Georgia. 
"Xhe  man  then  told  them  he  had  news  for  them,  and  wanted  them  to  go 
"back  to  the  ship.  He  told  them  tlu\y  would  pay  their  passage  back,  and 
xre<|uesfed  them  to  be  at  the  Havre  boat  on  the  next  ^londay  morning. 
iTiey  both  wx»nt  to  the  Havre  boat  on  the  morning  of  the  2M  of  Novem- 
Ijerlast,  were  met  by  a  man  from  Jon<»s  &  (^o.'s  ollice,  who  paid  them 
^ach  £:^j  taking  a  receipt  for  the  same,  to  return  and  starve  on  said  vessel, 
"^he  Georgia,  now  at  Cherbourg.  The  affidavit**  of  Oonolly  an<l  Glass- 
\)rook  above  referred  to  prove  these  facts.  You  will  also  find  a  copy  of 
^liza  Conolly's  affidavit  corroborating  the  same. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLF.Y, 

United  iState^  Ct/nsul. 

Hon.  CuAKLES  Fkancis  Adams, 

United  tStates  Minister^  etc.,  cf'c.,  &c. 


£2  10«.] 

Agreement  made  at  Liverpool  this  2Sth  day  of  Marchy  1863. 

Ten  days  after  the  ship  Japan  sails  from  the  river  Clyde,  the  under- 
signed do  hereby  promise  and  agree  to  \n\y  to  any  person  who  shall 
advance  two  pounds,  ten  shillings,  —  pence,  to  Edward  Davies,  on  this 
agreement,  the  sum  of  two  pounds,  ten  shillings, —  pence,  provided  the 
said  Edward  Davies  shall  sail  in  the  said  ship  from  the  said  river  Clyde. 

JO>ES  &  CO. 

Payable  at  28  Chapel  street. 

Ou  the  back : 

EDWAED  DAVIES. 
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Deposition  of  John  Stanley, 

I,  John  Stanley,  of  Xo.  2G  Court,  in  Ovid  street,  Yauxball  wad, 
Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  cooper,  make  oath  and  say  a& 
follows : 

On  the  27th  of  March  last  I  saw  Mr.  Baniett,  a  shipping  agent,  wk 
informed  me  that  he  w^anted  several  coopers  to  join  the  Japan,  bound  to 
Singapore,  and  he  requested  me  to  try  and  find  one  or  two  coopers  to  go 
with  me,  and  to  take  them  to  Jones's  office,  28  Chapel  street.    I  went  to 
several  of  nfy  friends,  but  they  all  declined  going.    I  then  went  to  Mr. 
Jones's  office,  and  saw  a  tall  gentleman  with  a  black  mustache,  and 
hiformed  him,  as  directed  by  Mr.  IJarnett,  that  I  could  not  get  auy  one 
else  to  go  with  nie,  and  I  agi'eed  to  go  myself.    The  gentleman  tben 
took  down  my  name,  and  I  afterwards  went  back  to  the  Sjiilors'  Home, 
and  Mr.  Barnett  introduced  me  to  Captain  Hitchcock,  who  told  me  that 
he  wanted  some  coopers  for  his  vessel,  the  Japan,  going  to  China.   I 
then  asked  him  what  wag(\s  he  woiUd  give  me,  when  he  said  £4.   I  told 
him  that  I  conld  not  go  for  these  wages,  and  said   that  the  ordinary 
wages  of  coopers  was  £G  lOs.    Cai»tain  Hitchcock  then  said  to  me  that 
it  wa«  not  wages  alone  that  I  should  get.    I  shoidd  get  something  else, 
which  would  make  up  for  the  voyage.     He  at  length  agi-eed  to  give  me 
£4  10^.,  which  I  accepted,  and  I  then  signed  articles  for  two  years. 
After  signing  articles  I  received  a  ticket,  which  I  took  to  Jones's  office, 
and  I  then  received  an  advance  note  for  £4  10«.    I  went  to  a  great  many 
places  the  same  day,  trying  to  get  the  note  ca.shed,  but  no  one  would 
cash  it  for  me.    1  went  to  5lr.  Jones's  office  and  took  mv  wife  with  me, 
and  saw  the  same  gentleman,  and  told  him  that  no  one  woidd  cash  it 
for  me,  and  unless  he  caslunl  it  I  would  not  go  in  the  shii).    He  then 
paid  me  £2  on  account,  and  said  he  woid<l  pay  my  wife  the  difleremi? 
when  I  got  to  sea.    He  then  told  me  to  bring  my  clothes  down  tohi« 
office,  which  I  did,  and  he  then  told  me  to  be  at  the  Greenock  steamer 
the  following  Monday  night,  the  29th  March,  at  5  oVlock.     I  did  attend 
at  the  Greenock  steamer  as  ordered,  and  there  saw  the  same  gentleman 
and  Captain  Hitchcock,  who  were  superintending  the  ship]>ing  of  onr 
clothes.     Each  man's  clothes  had  a  number  on  it,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Jones's  office  called  out  our  numbers  as  we  went  on  board  the 
steamer.    We  left  Liverpool  that  night,  and  arrived  at  Greenock  on  the 
31st.    We  were  then  tiiken  on  board  of  a  tug-boat,  which  took  us  to  the 
Ja[>an.    About  the  3d  of  Ainil  we  left  Greenock,  as  was  reiK>i'ted,  upon 
a  trial  trip.    After  we  had  been  out  a  few  days  we  fell  in  with  a  smjdl 
steamer  which  we  towed  to  Brest,  where  we  came  to  an  anchor  in  the 
harbor.    The  small  steamer  then  came  alongside  of  us,  and  we  took  in» 
large  number  of  cases  of  arms  and  ammunition.    Myself,  the  eanienter, 
and  the  joiner  opened  the  cases,  and  I  saw  that  they  contained  arms 
and  ammunition.    Mr.  Jones  superintende<l  the  shipping  of  the  case*, 
he  having  come  on  board  the  Ja])an  from  the  small  steamer.    A  fresh 
captain  then  came  on  board  the  Japan  from  the  small  Bteamer,  dressed 
in  a  gray  uniform,  and  called  us  all  aft,  and  said  tliat  his  vessel  waa 
going  to  sail  under  another  name  and  flag ;  that  her  name  was  the 
Georgia,  and  we  were  going  to  cruise  under  the  confederate  flag;  that 
he  would  pay  the  seamen  £4  lOs.  a  month  and  £10  bounty.    He  said  be 
would  pay  me  £5  a  month.    Mr.  Jones  wa«  standing  close  to  liim  at  this 
time.    One  of  the  men  a^ked  him  if  we  should  get  prize  money,  when 
the  captain  sjiid  that  if  the  Alabama's  crew  receivecl  it  we  Bhoaid.  Mr. 
Jones  then  said,  ^^  Oi  cowy^  \?fe  should  get  prize  money.''    Those  who 
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had  agreed  to  join  were  then  taken  into  the  cabin,  Mr.  Jones,  ]tfr. 
Chapman,  the  linst  lieutenant,  and  Captain  Maury  being  present,  when 
we  signed  articles  to  serve  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  and  we 
irere  each  paid  £10  on  signing  the  articles.    1  then  tokl  Captain  Maury 
;hat  1  was  married  and  would  require  half  i)ay,  when  Mr.  «lones  called 
ne  to  him  and  said  that  I  sliould  have  it,  and  1  gave  him  the  address  of 
Day  wife.    I  then  gave  my  £10  bounty  money  to  Mr.  Jones,  who  said  he 
iroald  send  for  my  wife  when  he  got  home  and  pay  it  to  her,  and  make 
urrangements  with  her  for  the  half  pay.    We  left  Brest  about  the  9th 
rf  April,  and  about  the  25th  we  met  the  Dictator,  which  \we  biu^nt.  We 
then  went  to  the  Western  Islands,  where  we  found  an  American  nian-of- 
wrar  lying  at  anchor.    We  then  ran  out  again  and  went  to  Bahia,  where 
we  landed  the  Dictator's  crew.    Several  of  lier  crew  agreed  to  join  us. 
We  also  took  in  coals  there  from  the  bark  Castor,  but  we  were  stopped 
by  the  authorities,  and  got  the  reuiainder  of  our  coals  from  shore.    We 
met  the  Alabama  at  Bahia,  and  several  men  who  had  been  prisoners  on 
board  her  joined  us.    We  then  went  on  our  cruise,  and  soon  alterwards 
Ml  in  with  the  George  Griswold,  which  was  ransomed.    We  afterwards 
met  with  the  bark  Good  Hope,  which  we  burnt.    On  the  Sivme  day  we 
fell  in  with  the  J.  W.  Sever,  from  Boston,  which  we  ransomed.    We  put 
the  Good  Hope's  crew  on  board  of  her.    We  then  went  to  the  island  of 
Crinadi  to  coal.    We  waited  there  some  time  for  the  Castor,  when  we 
dghted  a  ship.  W^e  then  got  up  steam  and  ran  after  her,  and  she  proved 
:o  be  the  Constitution,  laden  with  coals.     We  hmded  our  vessel  ^^ith 
M>al  from  her,  and  took  all  her  small-arms  out,  and  then  burnt  her.    We 
feU  in  with  the  City  of  liath  the  same  day,  which  we  boarded,  and  her 
^ptain  gave  a  bond.    We  put  the  Constitution's  crew  on  board  of  her, 
except  five,  who  joined  us.    We  soon  afterwards  fell  in  with  the  l^rince  of 
V^ales,  which  was  ransomed.     We  then  went  to  Simon's  Bay,  Cape  of 
Qood  Hope,  where  we  got  the  decks  calked.    We  staid  at  Simon's  Bay 
Siboat  a  foitnight,  and  on  the  first  night  after  leaving  there  we  met  the 
John  Wart,  which  we  ransomed.   We  then  steered  noithwaid,  and  about 
tbe  8th  or  9th  of  October  we  fell  in  with  the  Bold  Hunter,  wluch  we 
burnt.    W^e  put  her  crew  ashore  at  Teneritte,  where  we  coaled,  and  then 
proceeded  to  Cherbourg,  in  France.   While  we  were  lying  at  Cherbourg 
I  got  twenty -four  houi's'  leave  of  absence.  The  paymaster  gave  me  £1  as 
liberty  money.    I  went  ashore,  and  having  got  some  drink,  1  came  back  to 
tbe  yard  where  the  Georgia  was  lying,  when  I  changed  my  mhid  and  went 
back  again  into  the  town,  where  1  met  the  carpenter,  who  gave  me  some 
money  to  pay  my  fare  to  Havre,  and  1  then  came  to  Liverpool  in  the 
Havre  steamer.    On  the  Sunday  before  I  left  Cherbourg  the  cai)tain  of 
the  Georgia  called  us  aft,  and  said  that  he  was  sony  to  hear  that  some 
of  us  were  dissatisfied  with  the  ship,  but  that  he  had  two  fighting  ships 
coining  over,  and  we  might  join  either  of  them,  and  that  we  should  have 
as  much  fighting  as  we  liked.    The  captain  said  this  to  the  crew  upon 
two  occasions.    On  the  26th  of  November  instant  I  called  at  Mr.  Jones's 
office  with  my  wife,  and  saw  the  same  gentleman,  and  asked  for  Mr. 
Jones.    He  asked  me  what  I  wanted  with  him,  and  whether  I  was  one 
of  the  men  belonging  to  the  ship.   1  told  him  I  belonged  to  the  Georgia, 
and  he  asked  me  whether  I  was  going  to  join  the  ship  again.    I  told  him 
that  I  was,  and  asked  him  for  something  on  account  of  my  wages.    He 
told  me  that  he  could  not  pay  it  to  me  then,  but  requested  me  to  call  the 
following  morning.    I  then  asked  him  whether  he  could  not  give  me 
something  then,  when  he  said,  "  No,  you  nnist  call  to-morrow."    He 
then  ask^  me  whether  I  had  seen  any  of  the  men  belonging  to  the  ship 
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in  the  town,  and  I  told  him  that  I  had,  and  he  de.sired  me  to  look  tbem 
up  and  bring  thejn  with  me  to  his  office  to-morrow. 

his 

JOHN   X   STANLEY. 

mark. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  2Gth  day  of  y*h 
vember,  18G3,  the  affidavit  having,  in  my  presence,  been  previously iwul 
over  to  the  deponent,  who  appeare<l  perfectly  to  understand  the  saiw, 
and  made  h\jj  mark  thereto  in  my  presence. 

J.  PEAIiSON, 
A  Gonimissioner  to  Administer  Oatlis  in  Chancery  in  EngUiml 


of  La 


Deposition  of  Francis  GlassbrooJc, 

Ij  Francis  Olassbrook,  of  53  UjiperHill  street,  Liverpool,  in  thecounty 
Lancaster,  able  seaman,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

On  the  27th  Maix*h  last  1  heard  that  some  men  were  wantiHlfora 
steamer  going  to  (Miina,  and  I  went  to  the  Sailors' Home,  LiverjMX»l,  and 
shipi)ed  in  the  screw  steamer  Georgia,  under  the  name  of  FrancisKivers. 
for  a  voyage  to  Singapore  and  back  to  the  United  Kingdom ;  not  to 
ex(!eed  two  years.  After  1  signed  articles,  a  tall  gentleman  with  a  black 
musta(»he  and  an  imperial,  whose  name  I  have  been  informed  and  liclit've 
is  Robert  Hyatt,  told  me  to  take  my  clothes  to  Mr.  Jones's  offic-e,  28 
Chai)el  street,  which  I  <lid.  I  then  received  orders  to  call  the  folluwiuj: 
morning  at  his  office,  which  I  did ;  and  the  same  gentleman  told  me  to 
be  at  the  (ireenock  steamer  on  the  following  Monday  night  at  5  oVloi-k. 
I  went  to  the  Greenock  steamer  as  ordered,  and  there  saw  Captain 
Hitchcock  and  Mr.  Jones,  who  wait  superintending  the  8lii]>ping  ofonr 
clothes.  We  sailed  for  Greenock  that  uight,  and  arrived  there  on  the  21st; 
we  were  then  taken  on  board  of  a  tug-boat,  which  took  us  to  the  Japan, 
or  Georgia.  On  tlie  3d  of  April  we  left  (ireenock,  as  was  rei>orted,  \i\wa 
a  trial  trij).  During  the  time  we  were  upon  the  supiwsed  trial  trip  we 
fell  in  with  a  small  steamer  which  came  alongside  of  us,  and  we  towed 
her  to  Brest,  where  we  came  to  anchor.  WTiile  we  were  lying  at 
anchor  at  Brest  the  small  steamer  discharged  a  large  number  of  cases, 
(containing  arms  and  ammunition,  into  the  Japan,  under  the  snijerin- 
tendence  of  Mr.  Jones,  who  came  aboard  the  Japan  from  the  small 
steamer.  I  saw  several  of  the  cases  opened,  which  containc<l  aims.  The 
captain  of  the  Japan  then  put  on  his  uniform^  and  several  officers  came 
on  board  from  the  small  steamer.  The  captam  then  called  all  hands  aft 
and  tohl  us  that  his  vessel  was  going  to  sail  as  a  confedei'ate  cnuser,  and 
told  us  that  those  who  wished  to  join  should  have  £4  10».  a  month,  .nnd 
£10  bounty.  One  of  the  men  then  asked  him  if  we  should  have  onr 
share  of  prize  money,  when  the  captain  told  him  if  the  crew  of  the  Ala- 
bama received  any  i>rize  money  we  shcmld  get  it.  A  great  matiy  of  the 
men  refused  to  go ;  but  I  and  about  thirty  others  agreed  to  join,  and 
we  were  then  taken  into  the  cabin  and  signed  articles  again  to  serve  in 
the  Ja])an,  and  were  each  paid  £10  on  signing,  Mr.  Jones  being  in  the 
cabin  at  the  time  taking  down  the  addresses  of  our  wives.  I  signed 
articles  the  second  time  in  my  right  name.  We  all  signed  for  three 
years,  or  during  the  war.  After  I  signed  articles  I  asked  CaptainManiy 
whether  ho  would  give  me  half  pay,  as  I  was  married;  when  he  took 
down  the  address  of  my  wife,  and  said  that  he  would  leave  instmctions 
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for  my  half  pay  to  l>e  paid  to  her.    IMr.  Jones  was  still  in  the  cal)in  when 
I  asked  C*aptain  Manrs^  abont  my  half  pay.    I  inclosed  my  £10  bonnty 
money  in  a  letter  which  1  sent  to  my  wife  by  Mr.  Jones,  and  told  her 
that  she  nuist  call  and  see  Mr.  Jones,  and  inquire  if  he  had  received 
orders  to  pay  her  my  half  pay;  and  my  wife  called  at  his  oftice  and 
received  the  money ;  and  she  has  since  called  regularly  every  month  at 
Mr.  Jones's  office,  and  he  has  paid  her  my  half  pay.    1  also  gave  my 
advance  note  to  my  wife,  and  it  was  cashed  at  Mr.  Potter's,  8  James 
street.     We  left  Brest  on  tin*  l)th  of  April,  and  about  the  2ot\\  we  fell  in 
with  the  Dictator,  from  Liverpool,  bound  to  Hong  Kong;«we  ran  close 
up  to  her  and  hove  to,  and  sent  a  boat  aboard  of  her ;  we  then  brought 
her  crew  on  board  the  Japan  and  burnt  her.    We  were  flying  the  Eng- 
lish ensign  from  leaving  Brest,  but  when  we  got  alongside  the  Dictator 
ve  hoisted  the  confederate  flag.     We  then  went  to  the  Western  Islands, 
where  we  found  an  American  man-of-war  at  aiu'hor,  which  had  arrived 
before  us;  we  then  went  to  Bahia,  where  we  landed  the  crew  of  the  Dic- 
tator, except  six,  who  had  agi'eed  to  join  the  Japan ;  we  there  met  the 
bark  Castor,  and  took  in  coals  from  her ;  while  we  were  taking  in  the 
coals  we  were  stopi>ed  by  the  authorities^  and  we  had  to  get  the  remain- 
der of  our  coals  from  shore  ;  after  we  finished  coaling,  s(*veral  men  who 
iad  been  prisoners  on  board  the  Alabama  joined  us,  and  we  then  went 
on  our  cruise.    We  fell  in  with  the  George  Griswold,  from  Liverpool  to 
Kio  Janeiro,  and  sent  a  boat  to  her ;  wo  did  not  burn  this  vessel,  her 
captain  having  given  a  bond  ;  we  then  fell  in  with  the  bark  Good  Hoi)e, 
firom  Boston  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  we  burnt.    On  the  same 
day  we  fell  in  with  the  J.  W.  Sever  from  Boston,  which  was  ransomed ; 
ve  placed  the  crew  of  the  Good  Ho])e  on  board  of  her;  we  then  i)ro- 
ceeded  to  a  desolate  island  (»all<Ml  Trinadi,  where  we  ex])ccted  to  meet 
the  Castor;  after  lying  there  a  we(»k,  the  Castor  not  Iriviiur  iriade  her 
api>earanci.^,  we  sighted  a  ship,  which  proved  to  be  the  Constitution  from 
JS^ew  York,  laden  with  (H)als ;  we  tilled  our  vessel  with  coals  fnmi  her, 
and  then  burnt  her.    During  the  time  we  were  taking  in  coals  trom  the 
Constitution,  we  fell  in  with  the  City  of  Bath,  which  we  boarded,  and 
ransomed ;  several  of  the  crew  of  the  Constitution  also  joined  the  Japan. 
and  we  put  the  remainder  on  board  of  the  City  of  Bath.  We  then  cruised 
abont,  and  in  about  a  week  we  fell  in  with  the  l*rince  of  Wales,  which 
was  also  ransomed.  We  then  w(Mit  to  Sinuufs  Bay,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
where  we  got  the  decks  calk(*d,  and  coaled.    After  staying  there  about 
a  fortnight,  we  left  aud  steered  towards  England,  and  on  the  first  night 
after  leaving  we  fell  in  with  the  John  Watt,  which  we  leaint  had  been 
previously  boarded  by  the  A^anderbilt ;  we  did  not  burn  the  John  W^att, 
her  captain  having  given  a  bond.    We  then  steered  northward,  and  on 
the  0th  of  October  we  fell  in  with  the  Bold  Hunter,  which  we  burnt  on 
the  10th;  we  put  her  crew  asliore  at  Teneritfe.    We  coaled  at  T(»nerifle, 
and  then  proceeded  to  Cht^rbourg,  in  France,  where  we  remained  about 
a  week.   1  left  the  Japan  at  Cherbourg,  having  got  leave  of  absence  for 
a   week.     I   got  £10   from    the    purser  as  lib(»rty  money.      On  the 
Saturday  previims  to  my  leaving  (Cherbourg  for  Liverpool  the  captain 
of  the  Japan,  Mr.  Maury,  called  all  hands  att  and  said,  "  Well,  my  men, 
I  hear  that  a  gi'eat  many  of  you  are  dissatisfied  with  the  vessel,  and  I 
am  sorry  to  hear  that  some  of  you  want  to  leave  her;  I  do  not  wish  to 
part  with  any  of  you,  being  such  a  good  crew  ;  I  have  stuck  to  my  bar- 
gain with  you,  and  I  hoi)e  you  will  all  stick  to  yours."    One  of  the  men 
then  said  to  the  captain  tliat  we  did  not  wish  to  leave  the  service;  we 
were  all  dissatisfied  with  the  ship,  and  wanted  to  be  on  board  of  a  ship 
more  able  to  fight.    The  capbiin  then  said  that  we  should  have  two  fight- 
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injj:  sliii>s  before  very  long,  and  we  should  have  as  much  fighting  a^Te 
could  do  with.    Several  of  the  men  then  8iM)kc  al>out  leaving  for  liv«- 
jiool,  when  the  cai)tain  said  he  had  no  orders  yet  to  grant  leave  to  any 
of  us,  but  that  he  was  {^oing  to  I*aris  that  night  to  see  his  su|K'ri«)r,and 
on  his  return  he  would  give  us  further  infornuition.     On  his  return  Iruu 
Taris,  he  again  called  us  aft,  and  said  that  he  had  got  very  go<Ml  newsfniio 
J*aris;  that  he  could  give  us  leaver  for  a  short  time,  but  that  he  euuM 
not  i»art  with  any  of  us ;  but  that  if  any  of  us  could  not  agi-ei^  aimiug 
ourselves,  we  might  join  either  of  the  two  vesst»ls  which  he  had  coming. 
On  my  retum  to  Liverpool  I  went  to  Mr.  Jones's  oflice,  in  ('liai)elstreft, 
and  asked  him  how  I  was  to  get  back  to  the  Japan  ;  but  he  denied  all 
knowledge  of  the  vessel,  and  ad>isiid  me  to  write  to  the  captain.    On  tlw 
21st  day  of  XovcMuber,  instant,  1  again  called  at  Mr.  JunesV  office  in 
comi)any  with  Benjamin  Conolly,  and  saw  the  gentleman  with  the  nai*- 
tache.     I  asked  for  Mr.  Jones,  and  the  gentleman  then  asko<l  me  if  1  be- 
longed to  the  Florida;  1  rei)lied,  no,  I  belonged  to  the  Georgia;  hetben 
H.ud  that  he  had  news  for  us,  and  wanted  us  to  go  back  t4»  the  ship:  I 
then  asked  him  if  he  could  give  me  my  half  jmy,  when  he  ssiid  that  my 
half  pay  was  waiting,  in  the  ofiice,  for  my  wife,  and  that  he  wouhl  not 
pay  it  to  any  one  bnt  her;  1  then  informed  him  that  my  wife  was  ill, 
and  asked  him  if  I  got  her  to  sign  a  receipt  for  the  money  whether  he 
would  pay  it  to  me;  when  he  said  he  wouUl,  and  he  directed  the  lH»y  to , 
mak(»  out  a  receipt  for  the  half  i)ay ;  I  took  the  rec4^ipt  home  t4i  iiiy  wifr. 
and  she  made  her  mark  to  it  in  the  presence  of  my  mother,  and  I  athr 
wards  took  it  to  Mr.  Jom\s's  ollice,  and  the  clerk  paid  lue  the  iuoiih. 
The  same  clerk  then  told  me  to  call  at  th(»  olUce  again  at  3  tM-lock.  and 
1  did  call  at  that  time,  when  he  re^piested  me  to  be  at  the  Ilaviv  [ml 
on  the  following  Monday  morning,  at  S  o'clock,  as  he  wanted  me  to  join 
the  ship  again,  and  he  would  then  i)ay  my  i>assiige  to  Cherlhiur;:.   1 
went  to  the  Havre  boat,  as  directed,  on  jVIonday  morning,  the  LVM  'H' 
November,  instant,  and  saw  there  Frank  Barron,  the  yeoman  of  ibe 
(icorgia,  or  Japan,  who  introduced  me  to  a  strange  c^lerk  from  Joiie^V 
oftice ;  he  was  a  young  nuui,  about  five  feet  seven  or  eight  inches  hijrh. 
without  any  whiskers,  and  whose  name  I  have  been  informeil  and  In*- 
lieve  is  John  Welding.    The  clerk  said  to  me  that  he  did  not  think  1 
was  going  to  come,  as  it  was  late;  I  then  asked  him  if  I  was  to  go  back 
to  the  Georgia,  and  he  said  yes;  I  then  asked  to  whom  was  I  to  w\wa 
myself,  when  Bjutou  answered  that  1  was,  of  coiu'se,  to  ii^ix^rt  myself  to 
one  of  the  deck  officers  when  1  rea^'hed  Cherbourg.    The  clerk  then 
asked  me  to  sign  two  papers,  which  1  thought  wei-e  receipts  for  the  £5 
which  he  then  gave  me  to  j)ay  my  ])assage  round  to  Haviv ;  I  signed 
tlu»  i>apers  on  a  bale  of  goods  on  the  (hK*k  quay ;  the  clerk  then  asked 
me  to  go  on  board  the  Ila>Te  steamer,  but  1  made  an  excuse  thatl 
wanted  to  get  a  glass  of  grog  before  leaving ;  the  clerk  objiH?tetl  to  my 
going  away,  but  as  I  insisted  upon  going,  he  at  last  consented.    In  tlie 
s(?lu»(lule  1  have  given  a  list  of  the  ollic^rs  and  crow  of  the  Georgia. 
The  schedule  referred  is  as  follows :  L.  Maury,  captain,  and  Chupumu, 
first  lieutenant,  left  us  at  Cape  Town;  Mr.  Evans,  second  lieutenant; 
Mr.  Smith,  third  lieutenant;  Mr.  Ingiam,  fcrnrth  lieutenant^  or  Bailing- 
master;  J\Ir.  Walker,  passi'd  midshi]mnin ;  Mr.  Morgan,  inidshipnian ; 
Mr.  Curtis,  paymaster ;  William  May,  master-at-arui8 ;  George  Steven- 
son, sergeant;  Henry  J.  Jones,  doctor's  assistant;  Mr.  Pearson,  chief  en- 
gineer; Mr.  Buth^',  second  engineer;  Smith,  third  engineer,  left  iw  at 
Cape  Town;  Mr.  Hannon,  fourth  engnieer;  Mr.  Naylor,  giinuer;  Mr. 
Morton,  boatswain;  Thomas  Williams,  chief  boatswain's  mate;  TliomM 
Williams,  second  boatswiun's  mate ;  Thomas  Monk,  fourth  boatswain'^ 
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rames  Hendry,  and  William  Jackson,  qnarterniasters^  William  Dunn, 

ner's  mate ;  Wilham  Price,  cook ; 


mate;  Thomas  Call  and  Frank  Mills,  captains  of  forecastle^  John  Ben- 
8on,  captain  of  foretop ;  Robert  Rod  way,  captain  of  maintop ;  Felix  Mor- 
BBiL  and  William  Williams,  captains  of  after-guanl;  Thomas  Hiley, 
Jam 

acting  gunner;  John  Williams,  gunner 

Freeman,  ship's  steward;  Fleming,  ward-room  steward;  W.  Rassell, 
armorer;  John  Stanley,  cooper;  Joseph  Seymour,  lives  at  il.3  Bedfora 
street,  Liveri)ool,  seaman;  Matthews,  painter;  R.  Neil,  carpenter,  and 
Mr.  Ewen,  joiner;  Jerome  Ebrio,  sailmaster;  Alex.  Crozier,  Alex. 
McDonald,  Thompson,  Robinson,  W.  Hays,  Neilson,  Smith,  Y.  James, 
Fitzgerald,  Peterson,  John  Lyons,  William  Lloyd,  Hinds,  and  Murray, 
•eamen ;  W.  Cox,  Ford,  McThien,  and  J.  Clayton,  boys ;  Joseph  Hobl)s, 
captain  of  the  hold ;  Frank  Barron,  ship's  yeoman ;  James  Wilson,  Wil- 
lis^ Cullen,  John  AUstone,  an^l  Smith,  seamen ;  John  Brown,  No.  1, 
and  John  Brown,  No.  2,  seamen;  Bernard  Allen,  John  Dollan,  Thomas 
Jones,  seamen ;  T.  McOhee,  A.  Ellis,  A.  Pantee,  Johii  McCarthey,  Mi- 
ehaelDroomy,  William  Davitt,  Benjamin  Conolly,  17  Temple  Building, 
Liverpool ;  Gordon,  Curtis,  Thurston,  Michael  Connor,  Walter  Owen, 
James  Wilson,  John  Williams,  firemen;  Thompson,  wardroom  cook; 
Antonio  Bass,  captain's  cook ;  Mr.  Hunt,  master's  mate ;  J.  Williams, 
manner's  mate. 

FRANCIS  GLASSBROOK. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  24th  day  of 
November,  1863,  before  me, 

JUSTLEY  PEARSON, 
A  Cammissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery  in  England. 


Deposition  of  Benjamin  Conolly. 

Benjamin  Conolly,  of  No.  17  Temple  Buildings,  Liverpool,  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster,  fireman,  makes  oath  and  says  as  follows: 

On  the  27th  of  March  last  I  was  at  the  Sailors'  Home,  Liverpool,  when 
I  met  Mr.  Bamett,  a  shipi)ing  agent,  who  informed  me  that  I  had  a  chance 
of  going  in  a  steamer  which  wa«  bound  to  Singapore.  Mr.  Bamett  then 
introduced  me  to  Captain  Hitchcock,  who  teld  me  that  he  would  take  me. 
I  then  signed  articles,  and  a  gentleman  with  a  black  mustache  and  an 
imperial,  whose  name  1  have  been  informed  and  believe  is  Robert  Hyatt, 
came  up  to  me  and  told  me  to  take  my  clothes  down  to  Mr.  Jones's  office, 
28  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  which  I  did,  and  there  saw  the  same  gentle- 
man. On  the  following  moniing  (Saturday)  I  called  at  Mr.  Jones's  office, 
as  requeste<l,  and  received  my  advance  note.  I  then  received  orders  to 
be  at  the  Greenock  boat  on  the  following  Monday,  at  5  o'clock.  I  went 
to  the  Greenock  steamer,  as  ordered,  and  then*  s«aw  Captain  Hitehcock 
and  Mr.  Jones,  who  was  superintending  the  shipping  our  clothes.  We 
sailed  for  Greenock  that  night,  and  arrived  there  on  the  31st.  We  were 
taken  on  board  of  a  tug-boat,  which  took  us  to  the  Japan,  or  Georgia. 
On  the  3d  of  April  we  left  Greenock,  as  was  reported,  upon  a  trial  trip, 
and  whilst  we  were  on  the  supposed  trial  trip  we  fell  in  with  a  steamer 
•which  brought  us  several  more  hands,  provisions,  and  clothing.  We 
irfterwards  fell  in  with  another  small  steamer,  whicli  we  tewed  to  Brest, 
and  she  there  discharged  a  great  many  cases,  containing  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, into  the  Japan,  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Jones,  who  came 
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on  board  of  the  Japan  from  the  small  steamer  whilst  we  were  lying  at 
anchor  at  Brest.     I  know  the  eases  contained  arms  and  ammuiuthio 
becans(»  I  assisted  in  opening  several  of  them.     Both  the  arms  and  am 
mnnition  eases  were  marked  Alderney,  and  the  muskets  were  uiarked 
lihikeley.    After  we  pjot  the  cases  on  l3oard,  the  captain  of  the  .Tu]ian 
came  aft  dressed  in  nniform,  (a  gray  uniform,)  with  the  letters  C.  S.X. 
on  the  buttcms,  and  called  all  hands  to  him,  and  told  us  that  we  weir 
going  to  sail  under  the  confederate  Hag;  that  we  should  have  £10  l>ouiity. 
and  £4  IOh,  per  month  wages  if  we  joined.    lie  also  said  we  should  liav? 
l)rize  money  if  the  Alabama's  crew  received  it.     Whilst  the  ca]»tain  d 
the  Japan  was  a<ldre8sing  us,  Mr.  Jones  was  standin*^  close  to  him,  and 
he  afterwards  came  among  us  endeavoring  to  induce  us  tojoiu.    Mr. 
•Jones  came  to  me  and  asked  if  1  would  join,  but  I  refused;  aud  Mr.  Jones 
told  me  that  I  was  throwing  a  good  chance  away;  that  it  was  an  rxcel- 
lent  chance  for  me  to  make  my  fortune;  that  1  should  have  plenty  of 
money;  and  he  at  last  induced  me  to  join.    Those  who  agiWtl  to  juin 
them  went  into  the  cabin  of  the  Japan.    Mr.  Jones  was  in  the  cabin  and 
taking  down  the  addresses  of  the  men's  wives  who  received  half  ]>ay.  1 
was  i)aid  £10  l>ounty  ujkhi  signing  articles.    We  joined  for  thive  years, 
or  during  the  war  with  the  North.     We  left  Brest  on  the  night  of  the  0th 
of  xVpril,  and  about  the  25th  we  fell  in  with  the  Dictator,  from  LiveriMN>I, 
and  boarded  her,  and  then  brought  the  crew  on  board  the  Japan  and   j 
burnt  h(»r.     We  then  went  to  the  Western  Islands,  where  we  found  au 
American  man-of-war  lying  at  anchor,  the  name  of  which,  1  think,  va.s 
the  ^lohiean.     We  then  went  to  Bahia  and  landed  the  civw  of  the  Die 
tat(U'  there,  except  a  few  who  had  agreed  to  join  us.     Wo  met  the  bark 
Castor  at  Bahia,  and  took  in  coals  from  her.     Whilst  we  wei"e  taking  in 
coals  we  were  stopped  by  the  authorities,  and  got  the  remainder  of  our 
coals  from  shore.     Several  men,  who  had  been  prisoners  on  board  the 
Alabama,  joined  us  at  Jiahhi,  and  we  then  went  on  our  cniLse.    We  soon 
afterwards  fell  in  with  th(^  George  (Triswold,  which  was  ransomiHl,  her 
captain  having  given  a  bond.    We  also  fell  in  with  the  bark  Goixl  Hujie. 
from  Boston,  which  we  burnt.     On  the  same  day  we  lK>ai'ded  the  J.  ^V. 
Sever,  from  Boston,  which  was  ransomed.     We  imt  tlie  crew  of  the 
Good  Hope  on  l)oard  of  her.    We  then   pi-oc^eded  to  the  island  of 
Triiiadi,  where  we  had  arranged  to  meet  the  Castor  to  coal.    After  lying 
there  about  a  week,  waiting  for  the  Castor,  we  sight4»d  the  Constitution, 
from  N(»w  Y'ork,  laden  with  coals,  which  we  boarded,  and  alter  filhng 
our  vessel  with  coals  from  her  we  burnt  her.    During  the  time  we  were 
taking  in  coals  we  foil  in  with  the  City  of  Bath,  which  was  also  mn- 
somed.     We  i)laced  the  Constitution's  crew  on  lK)ard  of  the  City  of  Bath, 
exc(*pt  abcmt  six,  who  agreed  to  join  us.    In  about  a  Meek  afterward  v« 
fell  in  with  the  Prince  of  Wales,  which  was  ninsomed.    AVe  then  wen! 
to  Simon's  Bay,  where  we  got  the  decks  calked;  after  leaving  SiinoD's 
bay,  we  fell  in  with  tlie  John  Watt,  which  we  also  ransomed.    We  then 
steered  northward,  and  about  the  9th  of  October  we  fell  in  with  the  hM 
Hunter,  which  we  burnt  the  following  day.    We  put  her  crew  a«horeat 
Teneritte,  where  we  coaled.    We  then  started  for  Cherbourg  iu  PraDce, 
where  we  arrived  about  the  28th  of  October  last.    1  left;  the  Japan  in 
( 'herbourg,  (goveniment  <lock  yard,)  and  arrived  in  Liveri>ool  on  thedOtb. 
I  got  a  week's  leave  of  absence,  and  I'eceived  £20  liberty  money.    On 
the  Sunday  i)revious  to  my  leaving  Cherbourg  for  LiveqKX)],  the  captain 
of  the  Japan,  Mr.  Maury,  called  all  hands  aft  and  said,  "Well,  my  men, 
I  liear  that  a  gi*eat  many  of  you  are  dissiitisfied  with  the  vessel,* and  1 
am  sorry  to  hear  that  stmie  of  you  want  to  leave  hep.    I  do  not  wish  to 
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part  with  any  of  yon,  being  such  a  good  crew.    I  have  stuck  to  my  bar- 
gain with  you,  and  I  hope  joii  will  all  stick  to  yours.'^    One  of  the  men 
then  said  to  the  captain,  *'  We  did  not  wish  to  leave  the  senice;  we  were 
all  dissatisfied  with  the  ship,  and  wanted  to  go  on  board  of  a  ship  more 
able  to  fighf    The  captain  then  said,  "That  we  should  have  two  fight- 
ing ships  before  very  long,  and  we  should  have  as  much  fighting  as  we 
could  do  with."    Several  of  the  men  then  spoke  about  leaving  for  Liv- 
erpool, when  the  captain  said,  "  He  had  no  orders  yet  to  grant  leave  to 
aaiy  of  us,  but  that  he  was  going  to  Paris  that  night  to  see  his  superior, 
and  on  his  return  he  would  give  us  fuilher  information."    On  his  return 
from  Paris  he  again  called  us  aft,  and  said,  "  That  he  had  got  very  good 
news  for  us  from. Paris;  that  he  coidd  give  us  leave  for  a  short  time,  but 
tliat  he  coidd  not  part  with  any  of  us ;  but  that  if  any  of  us  could  not 
agree  among  ourselves  we  might  join  either  of  the  two  vessels  which  he 
had  coming."    On  Monday  last,  the  16th  of  November,  I  called  at  Mr. 
Jones's  office,  in  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  and  asked  him  how  I  was  to 
get  back  to  the  Japan,  when  he  told  me  to  call  again  in  a  day  or  two  and 
he  would  pay  my  passage  to  France.    Upon  signing  articles,  I  received 
an  advance  note  for  two  pounds,  which  was  signed  Jones  &  Co.,  28  Chapel 
street,  Livei-pool.    I  got  the  note  cashed  at  Jacob's,  Paradise  street. 
Kone  of  the  crew  of  the  Japan  received  any  half-pay  notes,  the  cap- 
tain having  given  instructions  for  the  half  pay  to  be  paid  by  his 
agents'  in  England  to  the  men's  wives,  whose  addresses  the  captain 
took  at  the  time  we  signed  aiticles.    On  the  21st  of  November,  instant, 
t  a^aiu  called  at  Mr.  Jones's  offi(!e,  in  comi>any  with  Mr.  Francis  Glass- 
brook,  and  again  saw  the  same  gentleman,  who  aske^  us  if  we  belonged 
to  the  Florida.    We  told  him  no,  we  belonged  to  the  Georgia.    He  then 
said  he  had  news  for  us,  and  wanted  us  to  go  back  to  the  ship.    I  asked 
him  if  he  could  allow  me  half  pay,  when  he  asked  me  if  I  was  married. 
I  told  him  I  was  not  married,  and  he  then  said  he  could  not  give  me 
half  pay.    lie  then  told  me  to  call  again  at  3  o'clock,  and  I  did  attend  at 
tliat  time,  when  he  gave  me  orders  to  be  at  the  Havre  boat  on  the  fol- 
lowing Monday  morning,  at  8  o'clock,  to  join  the  ship  figain,  and  he  would 
pay  my  passage  money  to  Cherbourg.    1  went  to  the  Havre  boat,  as  di- 
rected, Monday  morning,  the  23d  of  November,  instant,  and  saw  Frank 
Barron,  the  yeoman  of  the  Georgia,  who  introduced  me  to  a  strange  clerk 
from  Jones's  office.     He  was  a  young  man,  about  the  middle  height, 
without  a  beard,  and  whose  name  1  have  been  informed  and  believe  is 
John  Welding.    The  clerk  then  said  to  me  that  he  did  not  think  I  was 
coming,  as  I  was  so  lat<3.    I  then  asked  him  if  I  was  to  go  back  to  the 
Georgia,  and  he  said  yes.    1  then  asked  him  to  whom  was  1  to  report 
myself;  when  Barron  answered  that  I  was,  of  course,  to  report  myself  to 
one  of  the  deck  officers  when  I  rea<;lied  Cherbourg.  The  clerk  then  asked 
me  to  sign  two  i)apers,  which  we  thought  were  receipts  for  £3,  whi(;li  he 

Kve  us  to  pay  our  passage  round  to  Havre.  I  signed  the  receipt  on  a 
le  of  goods  on  the  dock  quay.  The  (5lerk  then  asked  me  to  go  on  board 
the  steamer,  when  I  made  an  excuse  that  I  wanted  to  get  a  glass  of  grog 
with  Glassbrook  before  I  left.  The  clerk  objected  to  our  lea\ang,  but  he 
at  last  consented. 

BENJAMIN  CONOLLY. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the  24:th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1863,  before  me. 

J.  PEARSON,  A  Commissioner,  &c. 
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Deposition  of  Catherine  Stanley. 

■    1,  (Catherine  Stanley,  of  Xo.  26  Couit,  Ovid  street,  Vauxluill  road,Liv 
eri)ool,  in  the  county  of  Lanca.ster,  wife  of  Joku  Stanley,  of  the  same 
place,  cooper,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows: 

I  called  at  Mr.  Jones's  oflfiee  about  the  12th  of  April  last,  as  direct^ 
by  my  husband,  for  tlie  balance  of  his  advance  note,  when  I  saw  a  gen- 
tleman ydth  a  mustache,  who  paid  me  the  money.     My  husband  had 
previously  taken  me  to  Jones's  office  and  informed  this  gentleman  I  was 
his  wife.    About  the  9th  of  April  last  I  received  a  letter  from  my  hns- 
band,  then  cooper  of  the  steamer  Georgia,  which  letter  is  hereunto  an- 
nexed, marked  A,  informing  me  that  he  had  shipped  in  that  vessel  for 
three  years,  and  that  he  had  sent  £10  for  me  by  Mr.  Joiies,  and  desiring 
me  to  call  upon  him  and  receive  it,  and  make  arrangements  about  the 
half  pay.    I  went  to  Mr.  Jones's  office  the  day  I  received  the  letter,  and 
saw  an  elderly  gentleumn,  with  a  reddish  face,  whom  I  have  since  be^n 
informed  was  Mr.  Jones.    He  asked  me  what  I  was  going  to  do  with  all 
that  money;  that  it  was  quite  unexpected  for  me  to  get  it,  and  told  me 
that  if  my  husband  stoiiped  with  the  ship  until  the  end  of  three  years  I 
shouUl  be  independent.    He  then  said  that  he  had  not  suflScient  money 
in  the  office  to  pay  me  then,  and  told  me  to  call  the  next  day.    Mr.  Jones 
also  told  me  that  I  should  get  half  pay.    I  called  the  next  day,  and  saw 
a  tall  gentleman  with  a  nnistache,  who  paid  me  the  £10,  and  I  signed 
a  receipt  for  it.    The  gentleman  then  told  me  to  call  on  the  13th  of  Jnne 
for  half  pay.     I  did  call  on  the  13th  of  June,  and  saw  the  same  gentle- 
man, who  paid  me  the  money  himself.    I  have  called  at  Jones's  office 
regularly  every  month  up  to  the  13th  of  October  last,  and  have  been 
paid  the  half  pay;  the  same  gentleman  sometimes  paid  it  to  me,  and 
sometimes  the  boy  paid  it.    I  called  on  the  14th  November,  instant,  as 
usual,  for  the  half  pay,  when  I  saw  the  same  gentleman,  who  told  me  he 
had  no  ordei's  yet  to  pay  me.    He  said  that  he  had  sent  a  telegraphic  mes- 
sage about  the  matter,  and  he  ha<l  no  reply  yet.    He  told  me  to  call  neit 
day,  which  I  did,  but  did  not  get  any  money,  and  I  called  daily  up  to 
the  18th  November,  instant,  on  which  day  the  boy  paid  me  the  money. 

CATHERINE  STANLEY. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  26th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1803,  before  me. 

J.  PEARSON, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery  in  England. 

A. 

April  7, 1863. 

Dear  Wife:  I  write  this  from  a  by-port  in  France,  where  we  are 
taking  in  stores,  and  I  am  going  in  the  ship,  and  I  am  sending  you  £10 
to  Jones's  oflQce,  and  I  want  you  to  go  and  receive  it  when  you  get  this, 
and  half  pay,  £2  10«.  I  have  shipped  for  three  years,  and  you  must 
not  think  the  time  long.  God  bless  you  and  the  little  children,  and  give 
them  a  kiss  for  me.  Good-iught,  and  God  ble.ss  you.  Give  my  love  to 
my  sister  and  all  inquiring  friends.  No  more  at  present,  from  your 
affectionate  husband, 

JOHN  STANLEY. 

Tliis  is  the  letter  marked  '^A,''  referred  to  in  the  annexed  affidavit  of 
Catherine  Stanley. 
Sworn  before  me  this  26th  November,  1863. 

J.  PEARSON,  Cimmumimarj  die. 


THE    GEORGIA.  693 

Deposition  of  Cecilia  Glasshrool-. 

I,  Cecilia  Glassbrook,  of  53  Upper  Hill  street,  Liverpool,  in  tbe  county 
of  Lancaster,  wife  of  Francis  Glassbrook,  of  the  same  place,  able  seaniaii, 
make  oath  and  say  as  follows  : 

About  tbe  lOtb  of  April  last  I  received  a  note  from  my  husband, 
Francis  Glassbrook,  then  a  seaman  on  board  the  steamer  Georgia,  which 
letter  is  hereunto  annexed,  marked  A,  desiring  me  to  call  at  Mr.  Jones's 
office,  28  Chapel  street,  LiveriK)ol,  and  received  from  him  £10,  and  to 
inake  arrangements  for  receiving  my  husband's  half  pay.  On  the  13th 
April  the  wife  of  a  seaman  on  board  the  Georgia,  who  had  been  to  Mr. 
Jones's  office  for  her  money,  called  upon  me  and  told  me  to  call  at  Mr. 
Jones's  office,  which  I  did  the  same  day,  and  reei?ived  the  £10  from  a  tall 
gentleman  with  a  black  mustache  and  an  imi)erial.  The  same  gentle- 
man 'then  told  me  to  call  in  two  months  from  that  day  to  receive  my 
hasband's  half  pay.  I  asked  the  gentleman  whether  he  could  not  give 
me  a  half-pay  note,  when  he  replied,  "No;  you  won't  want  a  note  when 
you  receive  the  money  here."  I  called  at  Mr.  Jones's  office  on  the  13th 
day  of  the  first  month  after  my  husband  sailed  for  my  husband's  half 
pay,  haxing  heard  that  the  wife  of  another  seaman  on  board  the 
Grebrgia  was  receiving  her  half  pay  that  day,  when  I  saw  the  same  gen- 
lleman,  who  informed  me  that  he  did  not  think  I  would  get  it  then,  as 
they  had  received  no  news  from  the  ship,  and  requested  me  to  call  on 
the  13th  of  the  next  month.  I  did  accordingly  call  on  the  13th  day  of  the 
second  month  after  my  husband  sailed,  and  again  saw  the  same  gentle- 
man, and  he  directed  the  boy  to  pay  me  my  half  pay,  which  he  did.  I 
then  asked  the  same  gentleman  whether  I  could  see  Mr.  Jones,  as  I  had 
a  letter  to  send  to  my  husband,  but  he  said  he  could  send  it  without 
troubling  Mr.  Jones.  There  was  an  elderly  gentleman  with  gray  hair 
and  whiskers  standing  close  to  him  at  this  time,  whom  I  have  always 
been  led  to  believe  was  Mr.  Jones.  1  have  called  regularly  every  month 
at  Mr.  Jones's  office,  and  have  received  my  husband's  half  pay,  the  gen- 
tleman whom  I  saw  on  the  first  occasion  having  each  time  directed  the 
boy  to  pay  it  to  me.  On  the  13th  day  of  November,  instant,  I  called,  as 
usual,  at  Mr.  Jones's  office  for  my  husband's  half  i)ay,  when  the  boy  in- 
formed me  I  could  not  get  it  that  day,  and  must  call  on  the  following 
Monday.  I  did  attend  on  the  following  Monday,  between  12  and  1  o'clock, 
and  the  boy  informed  me  that  he  could  not  pay  me  until  he  had  received 
a  reply  to  a  telegrapliic  message  which  had  been  sent  to  London.  I 
waited  at  the  office  until  nearly  five  that  evening,  when  the  boy  informed 
me  that  they  closed  the  office  at  six,  and  that  I  had  better  call  early 
next  day.  On  the  following  day  I  was  taken  ill  and  unable  to  go.  On 
Saturday  last  my  husband  brought  a  receipt  for  the  last  half  pay,  and 
told  me  that  Mr.  Jones  would  not  pay  it  to  him  unless  I  signed  the  receipt, 
and  I  made  my  mark  to  such  a  receipt  in  the  presence  of  my  mother-in- 
law.  The  letter  marked  B,  hereunto  annexed,  I  received  from  my  hus- 
band while  he  was  in  Greenock,  and  the  letter  marked  0,  also  hereunto 
annexed,  I  received  from  him  while  he  was  on  board  the  Georgia. 

Lor 

CECILIA  +  .GLASSBROOK. 

mark. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  24th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1863,  this  affidavit  having  in  my  presence  been  previously  read 
over  to  the  deponent,  who  appeared  perfectly  to  understand  the  same, 
and  made  her  mark  thereto  in  my  presence. 

J.  BUSHELL, 
A  Commiss^ioner  to  Administer  OatJis  in  Chancery  in  England. 
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A. 

Apkil  7, 1863. 

Dear  Wife:  I  could  not  get  a  chance  to  write  to  you  before.  1  did 
write  one  letter  to  you.  I  hope  you  got  it.  Dear  Celia,  I  have  shippiil 
in  this  ship  and  got  £10  bounty,  and  £4  10«.  per  month,  and  I  have  left 
you  half  pay.  When  you  receive  this  go  to  Jones's  office  and  yon  will 
receive  £10,  and  he  will  give  you  half  pay,  and  ask  him  how  \m  m 
going  to  write  to  me.  Dear  Celia,  when  you  get  this  money  start  in 
some  kind  of  business.  Give  my  love  to  father  and  mother,  Stephen  and 
uncle,  and  tell  them  I  hope  I  will  be  soon  home  again.  I  have  .shipH 
for  the  war,  in  my  own  name.  1  have  not  got  time  to  say  more,  hut  gwjii 
night  and  God  biess  you.    I  remain  your  ever-loving, 

FRANCIS  GLASSBROOK. 

This  is  the  letter  marked  "A,"  referred  to  in  the  annexed  affidaVitof 
Cecilia  Glassbrook. 

Sworn  before  me  this  24th  day  of  November,  1863. 

J.  BUSHELL 

B. 

Greenock,  April  1. 

Dear  Wife:  I  have  arrived  safe  on  yesterday  about  3  o'clock  after 
a  good  passage.  We  have  not  heard  where  we  are  going  to  yet,  but  ve 
think  we  are  going  to  Nassau,  or  else  to  meet  the  Alabama.  1  never  got 
ashore  yet,  so  I  did  not  get  the  money,  nor  did  I  see  Lizzie.  I  can't  tdl 
when  we  are  going  to  sail.  Give  my  love  to  father,  mother,  Stepto 
and  uncle. 

I  remain  your  loving  husband, 

,      F.  GLASSBROOK. 

This  is  the  letter  marked  '^B,"  referred  to  in  the  annexed  affidavit  of 
Ocilia  Glassbrook. 
Sworn  before  me  this  24th  day  of  November,  1803. 

J.  BUSHELL 

C. 

Ship  Georgia,  May  14, 1863. 

Dearest  Celia :  You  must  be  very  anxious  to  get  a  few  lines  from 
nw  to  know  how  I  am  getting  on,  but  you  can  make  yourself  at  ease, 
for  I  am  very  well,  and  could  be  very  happy  if  I  could  hear  from  you,  or 
even  to  know  you  are  well  and  comforta.ble.  Dearest  Celia,  I  hope  you 
had  no  trouble  to  get  the  money  from  Jones.  You  know  that  you  was  to i^ 
ceive  £3  10«.  in  tlie  name  of  Frank  Rivers,  and  £10  in  that  of  f^ncis 
Glassbrook,  and  likewise  £2  5«.  a  month  half  pay.  Dearest  Celia,  I  am 
afraid  we  will  not  do  so  well  as  the  Alabama,  but  we  must  be  content 
I  should  like  to  hear  how  the  war  is  getting  on,  or  when  it  is  likely  to 
be  over.  We  shall  be  discharged  a«  soon  as  it  is  done.  You  need  nol 
fret  about  me  being  taken  by  the  Yankees,  for  your  half  pay  goes  on 
still.  Dearest  Celia,  I  wish  you  to  go  to  Jones  and  ask  hiin  how^yoaaxe 
to  write  to  me,  and  ho  will  put  you  in  the  way  of  writing  to  me.  I  hiopt 
my  father  and  mother,  Stephen',  and  uncle,  are  well.  I  dare  say  my  poor 
mother  is  fretting  about  me.  Eemember  me  to  your  sister  Anne  and  • 
her  childreTi,  and  I  hope  she  has  heard  good  news  firom  her  hosbad. 
I  hope  Stei>hen  is  a  good  boy  and  keeping  steady.  If  anything  shonU 
happen  to  him,  I  lio\)e  you  will  look  to  my  mother  as  long  as  yoa  hft^e 
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nlling,  for  if  you  love  me  you  are  sure  to  be  kind  to  my  mother.  I 
't  see  as  I  have  any  more  to  say  at  present,  only  that  we  are  all  well, 
ready  to  take  the  fir|jb  Yankee  ship  that  comes  in  our  way.  I  dare 
there  is  a  great  talk  m  England  about  us,  but  the  newspapers  can 
you  more  than  I  can. 
shall  conclude,  by  remaining  still  your  ever-loving  husband, 

FRAXC18  GLASSBROOK. 

liis  is  the  letter  marked  ^^C,"  referred  to  in  the  annexed  affidavit  of 
iilia  Glassbrook,  sworn  before  me  this  24:th  day  of  November,  1863. 

JOHN  BUSHELL. 


Deposition  of  Daniel  Conolly. 

• 

,  Daniel  Conolly,  of  17  Temple  Buildings,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of 
Qcaster,  porter,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows: 

Ibout  three  weeks  after  my  son,  Benjamin  Conolly,  sailed  in  the 
amer  Japan,  I  received  a  letter  through  the  post  office  from  Messrs. 
les  &  Co.,  28  Chapel  street,  Liveipool,  requesting  me  to  call  at  their 
ce,  as  my  son  Benjamin  had  sent  £9  for  me,  and  desiring  me  to  call 
the  money.  I  called  at  Jones's  office  the  day  after  I  received  the  note, 
I  saw  a  gentleman  with  a  mustache,  and  showed  him  the  letter,  when 
paid  me  the  money,  a  £5  note  and  £4  pounds  in  gold,  and  I  signed  a 
a:e  sheet  of  paper  containing  the  names  of  many  persons.  I  signed 
ler  my  son's  name.  I  believe  this  paper  was  a  list  of  the  crew  of  the 
)an.  The  note  had  the  name  Jones  &  Co.  written  on  the  back  of  it. 
ot  the  note  changed  in  Dale  street.  The  gentleman  took  the  letter 
n  me  and  put  it  on  the  file. 

DANIEL  CONOLLY. 

worn  at  Liveriwol,  &c.,  30th  November,  1863,  before  me, 

J.  PEARSON,  A  Commissioner  J  &c. 


Deposition  of  Eliza  Conolly. 

. 
,  Eliza  Conolly,  of  17  Temple  Buildings,  Liverpool,  in  the  coimty  of 
toaster,  spinster,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows: 
►n  the  27th  day  of  November,  instant,  I  called  at  Mr.  Jone's  office, 
)hapel  street,  Liverpool,  to  inquire  whether  he  could  tell  me  where 
►uld  find  my  brother,  Benjamin  Conolly,  who  had  joined  the  steamer 
an,  when  I  saw  a  gentleman  with  a  mustache,  and  asked  him  if  that 
je  was  Mr.  Jones's,  when  he  said  it  was.  I  then  asked  him  whether 
x>uld  tell  me  if  my  br6ther,  Benjamin  Conolly,  had  joined  his  ship  any 
this  week,  when  he  said  he  had  not ;  and  he  then  asked  what  was  my 
wn  for  inquiring,  when  I  replied  that  I  was  his  sister,  and  thought  it 
Y  strange  that  he  had  not  written  to  us,  and  I  also  told  him  that  my 
ther  had  promised  to  leave  my  father  half  pay.  I  then  told  him  that 
brother  had  left  home  between  6  and  7  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
iday  last  to  join  his  ship,  when  the  gentleman  said  he  knew  that  he 
,  and  that  he  had  sent  one  of  his  clerks  down  to  the  Havre  steamer 
ee  him  and  Glassbrook  on  board,  and  that  they  got  £3  each  from 
clerk  and  then  they  both  bolted.  He  then  called  an  elderly  gentle- 
1,  and  said  to  him  that  I  was  inquiring  for  those  two  vagabonds  who 
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bad  ran  away  on  Monday.  He  then  asked  me  whether  I  knew  Glassbrook, 
when  I  replied  that  1  ^d  not ;  and  he  said  I  had  better  go  to  Gla&sbrook's 
house  and  see  if  my  brother  was  there.  I  asked  for  Glassbrook's  address, 
and  ho  began  to  write  it  down,  when  the  elderly  gentleman  stopi>edhim 
and  said  he  was  not  to  give  it  to  me. 

ELIZA  CONOLLY. 

Sworn  at  Liveq^ool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  30th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1863,  before  me, 

J.  PEARSON, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administrator  Oaths  in  Chancery  in  England, 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  December  9, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
7th  instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Unite<l  States  consul  at 
Liveri)ool,  covering  a  number  of  depositions,  which  you  state  all  go  to 
establish  in  the  clearest  manner  the  (existence  of  a  regular  office  at  Liver- 
l)ool  for  the  enlistment  and  payment  of  British  subjects,  for  the  parpoie 
of  carrying  on  war  against  the  government  and  people  of  the  United 
States;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that  the  pupers  shaDbe 
considered  by  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  year  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

BUSSELL 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fec.,  (fee,  dec. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Xo.  790.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  December  21, 1863. 

Sir  I  have  received  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Dudley,  our  consul  at  Liv-, 
erpool,  bearing  date  the  4th  instant,  (No.  194,)  with  numerous  a4?com- 
paniments  relative  to  the  Georgia,  formerly  called  the  Japan,  and  sub^ 
sequently  the  Yii'guiia.  He  informs  me  that  he  has  sent  copies  of  the 
affidavits  in  the  case  to  you. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  confer  with  Mr.  Evarts  upon  the  subject,  and 
exercise  your  judgment  as  to  the  expediency  of  prosecutiug  the  parte 
implicated  in  the  transactions  disclosed  by  the  depositions ;  and  yoi 
will  also,  if  you  deem  it  advisable,  use  the  facts  established  therein  ii 
support  of  my  dispatch  of  yesterday,  IS'o.  789. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dtc.j  &c.j  &c. 

[Mr.  Dudley's  dispatch  above  referred  to  is  the  same  in  sabstanoetf 
his  letter  to  Mr.  Adams,  dated  December  1, 1863 ;  it  is  inclosed  iritt 
Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  555,  December  11, 1863^  on^j 
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Mr.  iHidley  to  Mr.  Seivard. 

[Extract.  1 

204.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpoolj  January  5,  1864. 

B :  A  lawyer  residing  in  this  town,  by  tlie  name  of  Bateson,  called 
1  Mr.  Squarey,  my  attorney,  yesterday,  and  informed  him  that  he 
been  directed  by  the  Crown  to  prosecute  the  firm  of  Jones  &  Co., 
28  Chai)el  street,  for  fitting  out  and  enlisting  the  crew  for  the  con- 
rate  steamer  Georgia ;  stated  that  copies  of  the  aflSdavits,  which  I 
:,  (and  coines  of  which  I  sent  the  department  in  dispatch  No.  194,) 
been  placed  in  his  hands,  and  that  he  wished  us  to  bring  forward 
procure  the  witnesses.  Fortunately  we  have  them  all  here.  The 
'  way  to  keep  seafaring  men  on  shore  is  to  pay  them  the  same  wages 
r  would  eani  if  at  sea.  I  had  taken  this  precaution.  The  prosecu- 
of  these  parties,  if  conducted  vigorously  with  the  view  of  convict- 
them,  will  do  more  to  break  up  these  expeditions  and  fitting  out  of 
iels  in  this  country  than  anything  else.  We  shall  soon  have  an 
ortunity  of  seeing  whether  they  are  in  earnest,  or  merely  doing  it 
atisfy  us,  without  any  desire  to  convict  the  offenders.  I  have  in- 
cted  Mr.  Squarey  to  aid  them,  and  placed  my  detective  force  at  their 
»osal.  I  have  several  other  witnesses  besides  those  mentioned  in  the 
lavit^,  who  are  ready  to  testify  against  these  parties.  Within  the 
ten  days  this  firm  of  Jones  &  Co.  have  sent  from  here  some  twenty- 

or  thirty  men  to  the  Georgia  and  Florida. 

•  •••••• 

ft 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
on.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stat^. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.] 

576.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London  J  January  15,  1864. 

^.        ••  •  •  •  •  • 

:ransmit  likewise  copies  of  my  note  to  him  of  the  11th  instant,  of 
Dudley's  to  me  of  the  9th,  and  of  the  deposition  of  Thomas  Mat- 
rs  of  the  same  date,  establishing  the  agency  of  Messrs.  Jones  &  Co. 
disting  men  in  this  kingdom  to  make  war  on  the  United  States.  I 
inclose  a  copy  of  his  lordship's  acknowledgment  of  the  same  of  the 

instant. 

•  •••••• 

I  have  the  honor,  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servjint, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS, 
on.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

8ecTetury  of  State. 


698  REBEL   CRUISERS. 

Mr,  Adams  to  Earl  EusseU, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London  J  January  11,  186i 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  copies 
of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dudley,  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool, 
and  of  the  deposition  of  Thomas  Matthews,  going  most  clearly  to  estab- 
lish the  proof  of  the  agency  of  Messrs.  Jones  &  Co.  in  enlisting  and 
paying  •  British  subjects  in  this  kingdom  to  carry  on  war  against  the 
United  States. 

I  pray  your  lordship,  &c.,  &c., 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMa 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Kussell,  etc.,  cfec,  cfec. 


Mr.  Ihidley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpoolj  January  9, 1864. 

Sir:  Referring  to  dispatches  from  myself  to  you,  one  dated  December 
1,  1803,  and  the  other  on  the  6th  instant,  and  the  connection  of  Jones 
&  Co.,  of  28  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  in  fitting  out  the  pirate  Georgia 
and  enlisting  men  in  Liverpool  for  this  vessel,  I  have  now  to  inform  yoa 
that  this  same  firm,  in  connection  with  one  Charles  Mattman,  of  Eustace 
street,  in  Liverpool,  an  Englishman,  belonging  to  the  naval  reserve,  on 
the  29th  of  December  la«t,  enlisted  in  Liverpool  for  tlie  said  steamer 
Georgia,  now  at  Cherbourg,  and  the  steamer  Florida,  now  at  Brest, 
some  twenty-one  British  seamen,  and  on  the  same  day  conveyed  them 
from  Liverpool  in  a  steamer  bound  for  Havre.  I  inclose  you  a  copy  of 
Thomas  Matthews'  affida\it,  one  of  the  men  that  shipped  and  went  to 
Havre,  establishing  the  above  facts.  You  will  see  that  two  of  the  men 
so  shii>i>ed,  named  George  King  and  Thomas  Smith,  belong  to  the  naval 
reserve.  The  affidavit  also  discloses  the  fact  that  the  firm  of  Jones  4 
Co.  paid  half  the  wages  earned  by  the  witness,  while  on  board  of  the 
Georgia,  to  his  wife  here  in  Liverpool,  the  last  payment  of  which  was 
made  to  her  on  the  13th  of  December  last,  while  her  husband  was  at  his 
home  in  Liverpool;  and  that  they  have  been  boarding  the  men  from  this 
vessel,  or  at  least  one  of  them,  here  in  Liverpool  since  the  vessel  has 
been  at  Cherbourg. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

TUOAIAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

lion.  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister. 


Deposition  of  Thomas  Matthetcs. 

I,  Thomas  Matthews,  of  No.  37  Gloucester  street,  Liverpool,  painter, 
make  oath  and  say:  In  the  month  of  March,  18d3. 1  was  lodging  nith 
Mr.  Charles  Mattman,  of  Eustace  street,  LiverfKM)],  and  was  infbimed 
by  him  that  there  was  a  chance  for  me  to  go  to  China  in  the  Japan,  for 
a  two  years'  vovage.  I  understood  that  the  vesael  was  not  going  to 
China,  although  she  would  be  entered  oat  for  that  plaoe.    He  atoo  toU 
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me  that  there  was  a  good  chance  for  iiie  to  make  i)lenty  of  mouey.     I 
agi-eed  to  go  in  her,  and  Mr.  Mattmau  and  myself  left  Liverpool  for 
Greenock,  where  the  Japan  was  lying.    About  the  28th  or  29th  of  March 
last  1  signed  articles  for  two  years,  at  £4  10s.  a  month,  and  Joined  the 
Japan  on  the  1st  of  April.    We  left  (xreenock  on  the  2d  of  April,  and 
after  we  had  been  at  sea  about  eight  or  nine  days  we  fell  in  with  a  small 
steamer  calk^l  the  Ahir,  which  followed  us  to  Ushant  Bay,  where  we 
took  in  cases  of  arms  and  ammunition  from  her.    Mr.  Jones,  of  Chapel 
street,  Liverpool,  came  on  board  the  Japan  from  the  Alar,  with  several 
men  who  agieed  to  join  us.    We  signed  articles  again,  to  serve  on  the 
Japan  in  the  confederate  service,  and  were  eiich  paid  £10  bounty  upon 
si^^ing  articles.    Mr.  Jones   brought    the    bounty  money  with   him, 
which  was  paid  to  us  by  Mr.  Curtis,  the  purser.    I  asked  Mr.  Jones 
if  I  coidd  have  half  pay  for  my  wife,  when  he  said  I  could,  and  that 
lie   woukl  arrange  that  when  he  arrived  home.    Mr.  Mattman,  who 
i«  a  naval  reserve  man,  also  joined  the  Japan  as  boatswain.    After  we 
iiad.  signed  articles  I  was  ordered  to  paint  over  the  name  of  Japan, 
And  the  vessel  was  then  called  the    Georgia.    Mr.  Jones  returnea 
in  the  small   steamer,  and  we  then    commenced  our  cruise,  during 
"which   we    captured   and   destroyed    several    United    States    vessels 
and  ransomed  several  others.    We  returned  to  Cherbourg,  in  France, 
ibr  repairs,  and  about  the  6th  or  7th  of  December  last  I  got  leave 
of  absence  for  eight  days,  and  was  paid  £1  os.     Before  leaving,  I 
asked  the  puiser  to  whom  1  was  to  apply  in  Livei^pool  for  money  to  pay 
my  passage  back  to  Havre,  when  he  directed  me  to  call  at  Mr.  Jones's 
office,  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  for  the  money,  and  that  he  would  write 
Mr.  Jones  to  that  effect.     At  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  my  leave  of 
a*?8ence  I  called  at  Mr.  Jones's  office,  where  I  saw  Mr.  Mattman,  the 
boatswain.    I  saw  one  of  the  clerks  in  Jones's  office,  who  told  me  that 
they  had  received  a  letter  for  my  passage  money  to  be  paid  to  Havre, 
and  that  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Hyatt  were  both  from  home,  and  that  I 
must  call  again  in  a  day  or  two.     I  called  several  times  without  being 
able  to  see  either  Mr.  Jones  or  Mr.  Hyatt  until  Saturday,  the  27th  of 
December  last,  whert  I  called  and  saw  both  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Hyatt. 
Mr.  Hyatt  asked  me  what  I  wanted.    I  told  him  that  I  had  come  to  join 
the  ship.    He  said,  '*  What  ship!"    I  told  him  the  confederate  steamer 
Georgia,  now  lying  at  Cherbourg.    He  then  asked  me  what  was  my 
name,  and  upon  mj^  telling  him,  he  said  they  had  a  letter  directing  them 
.  to  pay  my  fare  round  to  Havre,  and  he  read  the  letter  over  to  me ;  in 
substance,  the  puri>ort  of  the  letter  was  that  they  should  pay  my  fare 
round  to  Cherbourg,  but  were  not  to  give  me  any  money.    While,  the 
letter  was  being  read  over  to  me,  Kobert  Broadway,  one  of  the  Georgia's 
crew,  was  in  their  office  along  with  Mr.  Thomson,  of  Pitt  street,  Liver- 
pool, publican  and  boarding-house  keeper.    Mr.  Jones  then  told  me  that 
he  was  supposed  to  know  nothing  about  either  me  or  the  shii),  so  that.I 
knew^  how  to  act;  and  that  there  were  people  in  the  town  ready  to  pick 
up  anj'  information  about  us.    Mr.  Hyatt  then  told  me  to  be  at  the 
Havre  steamer  on  the  following  Monday  mcn^ning  at  11  o'clock,  and  that 
either  he  himself  or  some  one  else  would  be  there  to  pay  my  fare  and  see 
me  off.    I  went  to  the  Havre  steamer  as  directed,  on  the  Monday  morn- 
ing, and  there  saw  Mr.  Mattman,  the  boatswain.     I  had  a  friend  with 
me  who  had  come  to  see  me  off,  when  3rr.  Mattman  called  me  aside  and 
asked  me  if  he  was  not  a  detective.     1  told  him  that  he  was  not ;  when 
he  said,  "All  right,  I  must  take  care  what  I  am  doing."    I  then  asked 
Mr.  Mattman  whether  he  was  going  to  pay  my  passage  round  to  Cher- 
bourg, when  he  said,  "Yes,  I  am  going  round  to  the  ship  myself."    I 
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then  went  on  board  the  steamer  with  him,  and  he  arranged  about  my 
passage  money,  and  we  left  Liveri)ool  the  same  day  for  Havre.    Wha 
I  got  on  board  I  saw  Robert  Broadway  and  about  nineteen  or  tvemy 
other  men.    All  these  men  were  in  Mr.  Mattman's  charge,  but  part  if 
them  were  brought  down  by  Mr.  Edward  Campbell,  of  Regent  street, 
boarding-house  keeper.    Mr.  Mattman  paid  their  fares  to  Ha\Tv.   Mr. 
Mattman  told  me  that  part  of  these  men  were  for  the  confederate  steamer 
Florida,  and  part  for  the  Georgia.    We  arrived  at  Havre  on  the  31st  ci 
December,  where  I  left  the  party,  but  the  rest  proceeded  to  the  ^Vlbioo 
Hotel  there,  and  staid  the  night,  and  on  the  1st  of  January,  iustaiit. 
started  for  Cherbourg.    I  left  Havre  on  the  4th  of  January  and  arrived 
in  Liveii)ool  on  the  7th.    During  my  last  visit  to  Jones's  office,  while 
Broadway  and  Thomson  were  there,  Thomson  said  to  Mr.  Hyatt,  tlii« 
man  (meaning  Broadway)  owes  me  £1 12«.  for  two  weeks'  board.    Hyatt 
asked  if  this  was  right,  when  Broadway  said,   ^'Yes.'^     Hyatt  then 
said  to  one  of  the  clerks  at  the  desk,  "Pay  this  man  £1  12s.  and  take  a 
receipt."    He  then  said,  "No,  we  will  not  pay  it  him  now;  make  oct  a 
bill  and  bring  it  on  Monday,  after  the  man  has  gone,  and  we  will  then 
l)ay  it."    My  wife  has  called  regularly  every  month,  while  I  was  serviDg 
(m  the  Georgia,  at  Jones's  office  and  received  my  half  pay  there;  and 
she  received  the  last  payment  on  the  13th  of  December  last,  £2  Ittfc, 
while  I  was  at  home.    Two  of  the  men  who  went  round  A^ith  us  to  Ham 
named  George  King  and  Thomas  Smith,  were  naval  reserve  men,  Monf- 
ing  to  the  Eagle,  now  lying  at  Liverpool.    On  the  4th  or  5tli  of  Novem- 
ber last,  while  we  were  l>ing  at  Cherbourg,  I  asked  Captain  Maury  for 
some  money,  when  he  said  he  would  write  to  the  agents  in  Liveqxwlto 
pay  my  wife  £10.    And  I  wrote  to  my  wife  to  call  at  Jones's  office  for 
it,  which  she  did,  and  Mr.  Hyatt  paid  her  the  money. 

THOMAS  MATTHEWS. 

Sworn  at  Liveri)Ool  9th  of  January-,  1864,  before 

JOHN  BUSHELL, 
A  Cammissionerj  ic. 

• 

Uarl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  January  13, 18W. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  11th  instant,  and  its  inclosures,  respecting  the  alleged"  engagement 
of  seamen  at  Liverpool  for  the  service  of  the  so-styled  Confederate 
States,  and  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  lost  no  time  in  forwarding 
your  letter  to  the  proper  department  of  her  Mcyesty's  government 
I  have  the  honor,  &c.,  &c., 

EUSSELL 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee,  <fc<?.,  cfec. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract] 

No.  216.]  United  States  Consulate, 

JUverpoolj  Jamuarif  19, 186i 
Sir  :  In  my  hurry  to  get  off  my  dispatchNo.  212^  by  tibe  steamer  on  Sil' 
urday  last,  I  made  a  mistake  in  the  name  of  the  defimdant  that  mm  bound 
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ver  to  appear  at  the  assizes  in  the  case  against  Jones  &  Co.  for  enlist- 
1^  men  for  the  confederate  steamer  Georgia.  It  was  Bobert  Highat, 
nd  not  John  Jones,  that  was  held  to  bail.  The  latter,  it  is  said,  has  left 
iiverpool.  A  warrant  is  out  for  his  arrest,  but  up  to  the  present  time 
las  not  been  executed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  re8i>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.] 

Uo.219.|  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  January  21  j  1864. 

Sir:  •♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

John  Jones,  and  his  clerk  Wilding,  of  the  house  of  Jones  &  Co.,  two 
of  the  parties  concerned  in  the  fitting  out  and  enlisting  men  for  the 
•teamer  Georgia,  and  against  whom  warrants  were  taken  out  on  Satur- 
^y  last,  gave  themselves  up  to  the  authorities,  and  are  to  have  a  hear- 
ing to-day  before  the  same  magistrate  that  bound  over  the  other  defend- 
ant 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seacard. 

[Extract.] 

fo.  274.J  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpoolj  May  4, 1864. 
Sib:  ♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

The  pirate  steamer  Georgia  arrived  at  this  port  early  last  Monday 
tioming,  anchored  in  the  river  opposite  the  town,  and  in  the  evening 
rent  into  the  docks  at  Birkenhead.  I  scarcely  need  remind  you  that 
his  is  the  same  vessel  that  was  fitted  out  on  the  Clyde  by  the  English 
lOUse  of  Jones  &  Co.,  Chapel  street,  in  Liverpool,  one  of  the  members  of 
rhicli,  Thomas  Bold,  owned  her  at  the  time  she  Sidled,  and  continued 
,s  her  owner  up  to  the  23d  of  June  last,  during  which  time  she  was  cap- 
uring  and  burning  merchant  vessels  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United 
Jtate«.  She  sailed  from  the  Clyde  under  the  British  flag.  Most  of  her 
;rew  were  shipped  in  Liveri)ool;  and  since  her  cruise  commenced,  the 
aniilies  of  the  men  have  been  paid  monthly  by  this  firm  of  Jones  &  Co., 
It  their  office  in  Liverpool,  the  half  part  of  the  wages  earned  by  the  men 
jerving  on  board  the  vessel.  The  report  that  is  generally  believed  is, 
iiat  she  has  proved  herself  unfitted  for  the  business,  and  has  come  here 
:o  discharge  her  crew  and  be  sold.    The  officers  ai*e  to  be  entertained 
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by  the  merchants  belonging  to  the  "Sontliern  Chib'^  this  evening.  In 
closure  No.  2  contains  slips  cut  from  newspapers  of  yestenlay,  aud  th»- 
slips  cut  from  the  papers  of  this  morning,  referring  to  this  vesjH*I. 
1  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  II.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seacard. 

No.  G79.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London y  May  5,  l!^G4. 

Sir:  The  steamer  Japan,  latterly  known  as  the  Georgia,  made  lifr 
appearance  in  the  INIersey  on  the  evening  of  the  1st  inst^mt.    You  will 
probably'  receive  such  full  advices  of  her  proceedings  since  that  rime. 
from  our  vigilant  consul  at  Liverpool,  that  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary 
to  detail  them.    Thus  far  I  have  not  seen  my  way  to  make  it  tlio  basis 
of  any  representation  or  remonstrance  with  the  government.     Since  Lord 
Russell  virtually  assumed  the  position  that  a  fraud  on  neutrality,  if  sac 
cessfully  comi)leted,  is  at  once  entitled  to  recognition  as  a  legitimat*' 
transaction,  I  am  not  much  disposed  to  waste  any  more  disc*ussitm  ouit 
The  probabilities  are  that  this  vessel  <lid  not  venture  to  come  heit*  vitt 
out  having  strong  reason  to  i)resume  that  she  would  not  meet  withan.T 
repulse.     I  have  no  doubt  that  her  whole  outfit  and  exi)edition  Iiare 
proved  an  exjiensive  failure.    An  endeavor  will  be  made  to  convert  tlie 
sunis  iibsorbed  in  her  to  some  more  effective  object.     Possibly  the  Alex- 
andra may  take  her  i)lace. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

'  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr  Seward. 

No.  087.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  May  13, 1864. 

Sir:  The  reports  made  from  Liveii)ool  of  the  movements  connected 
with  the  steamer  Georgia  have  been  of  so  singular  a  character,  and  the 
goveiiiment  here  ha<l  suft'ered  them  to  go  on  with  an  appciirance  of  such 
utter  indifference,  that  on  Monday  last  I  made  up  my  mind  to  addressa 
note  to  Lord  Russell,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  ti'ausiuitted.  Tester- 
da}'  I  received  from  his  lordship  the  usual  form  of  acknowledguieut,  a 
copy  of  which  is  also  sent. 

Mr.  Thomas  Baring  last  week  gave  notice  in  the  House  of  Commons 
of  a  motion  cm  the  subject  of  this  vessel,  which  is  fixed  to  come  up  this 
evening.  It  is  possible  that  it  may  lead  to  a  debate  of  some  interest  I 
find  more  hope  is  entertained  in  some  quarters  of  an  eifect  from  it,  than 
I,  from  my  poiut.^  observation,  see  any  reason  to  indulge.  Tlie  fact  is* 
nevertheless,  imdeniable,  that  whilst  the  threatening  aspect  of  affairs  on 
the  continent  shall  continue,  the  mercantile  interests  will  entertain  some 
scniples  of  distrust  of  the  wisdom  of  the  policy  that  has  b^Ji  pumMd 
towanl  us  on  the  ocean. 
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Should  any  important  discussion  ensue,  I  shall  transmit  a  report  of  it 
'  the  steamer  via  Queenstown,  in  the  usual  course  of  the  mail. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  BusselL 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  May  9, 1864. 

My  Lord:  Information  has  been  received  at  this  legation  of  the  arri- 
Ski  at  Liverpool,  in  the  night  of  1st  of  May,  of  the  steamer  formerly 
Down  as  the  Japan.  This  is  the  same  vessel  which,  whilst  registered 
ttd  held  in  the  name  of  Thomas  Bold,  a  British  subject,  residing  at  Liv- 
rpool,  was  armed  and  equipped  from  this  kingdom,  and  proceeded  to 
iepredate  upon  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  by  burning  and 
iestroying  several  merchant  ships  I  had  the  honor  to  call  your  lord- 
hip's  attention  to  this  subject  in  my  note  of  the  7th  July,  1863. 

It  now  appears  that  this  vessel,  having  assumed  the  name  of  the 
leorgia  and  the  character  of  an  armed  ship  of  the  insurgents  of  the 
Jnited  States,  has  returned  to  Great  Britain,  at  Liverpool.  In  what 
haracter  she  has  been  received  I  have  not  yet  been  informed.  I  learn 
iiat  she  is  about  to  remain  for  an  indefinite  period,  the  men  having  been 
ischarged.  I  scarcely-  need  to  suggest  to  your  lordship  that  it  has 
ecome  a  matter  of  interest  to  my  government  to  learn  whether  this  ves- 
-1  assumes  the  right  to  remain  in  virtue  of  her  former  cbaracter,  or,  if 
'ceived  in  her  later  one,  why  she  is  permitted  to  overstay  the  period  of 
Hie  specified  by  the  terms  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation.  As  she 
>pears  to  Lave  come  directly  from  a  port  on  the  coast  of  France,  this 
>parent  intention  ^  lay  up  would  seem  to  be  the  more  extraordinary. 

I  cannot  but  infer,  from  the  course  previously  adopted  towards  the 
"nied  vessels  of  the  United  States,  that  any  such  proceeding,  if  taken 
V  one  of  tbem,  would  have  been  attended  with  an  early  request  from 
)ar  lordship  to  myself  for  an  explanation.  As  some  time  has  now 
apsed  since  the  arrival  of  this  vessel  without  the  appearance  of  the 
lallest  interruption  of  her  operations,  I  have  felt  it  my  duty,  in  advance 

the  possibility  of  receiving  instnictions  from  my  government,  not  to 
lit  to  make  this  representation  on  its  behalf. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ion  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
rvant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  cfcc,  cfcc,  &c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  May  10, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  rec^eipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
h  instant,  calling  my  attention  to  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  Georgia 
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at  Livei*pool,  and  to  state  to  you  that  tliis  matter  shall  be  duly  coi 
ered  by  her  Mjgest> 's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  i 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSEL 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  cfec,  cfec. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  282.]  United  States  Consitlate,  , 

Liverpool^  May  18, 186 

Sir;  ♦#♦♦♦• 

The  Georgia  has  discharged  all  her  stores.    I  understand  they  ai 

be  sold  at  auction.    Mr.  Wilding,  the  first  clerk  of  Jones  &  Co.,  m 

intended  the  discharge.    She  now  has  but  two  officers  and  four  me: 

board,  and  is  still  lying  in  the  dock  at  Birkenhead. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfuUv,  vour  obedient  sen^ant, 

THOMAS  H.  DIJDLD 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  694.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Londorij  May  19, 18< 

Sir  :  I  sent  you  last  week,  by  the  ordinary  post,  a  copy  of  the 
don  Times,  containing  a  report  of  the  debate  whicn  took  place  i 
Commons  on  Friday,  the  13th  instant,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Th* 
Baring. 

Had  the  government  felt  itself  competent  to  the  assumption  oi 
positive  policy,  here  would  have  been  an  excellent  opportunity, 
general  effect  of  the  discussion,  as  well  a^  the  gradual  progress  of 
ion  of  the  commercial  classes,  had  paved  the  way  for  the  support  o 
measure  of  repression  of  the  proceedings  of  the  rebel  agents  and 
sympathizers  which  might  have  been  proposed.  The  ministry'  sli 
back  from  the  occasion,  partly  irom  its  innate  dread  of  anything 
tive,  and  partly  from  a  sense  of  a  necessity  not  to  shake  the  feebU 
of  resistance  it  has  laid  against  our  claims  of  indemnity  for  the  ( 
quence  of  it«  past  errors.  The  attorney  general,  in  his  singularly 
fessional  speech,  w^as  candid  enough  to  admit  that  the  8|»ecter  c 
Alabama  stood  in  the  way  of  doing  what  might,  at  the  present  moi 

be  just  in  itself  as  well  as  effective  in  the  prevention  of  fiiture  abi 

•  •  •  •  •  f 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FJEtANCIS  ADA^ 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  report  of  debate  commented  on  see  Parliamentaiy  and 
cial  Appendix,  No.  21.] 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard, 

697.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LoMm,  May  20, 1864. 

»IR :  By  intellif;:eiice  receivetl  from  Mr.  Dudley,  as  well  as  from  the 
)lie  newspax)ers,  I  learn  that  the  steamer  Georgia  is  advertised  for 
e  at  Liverpool. 

kleanwhile  the  British  subjects  enlisted  as  seamen  are  permitted  to 
aaiu  with  their  families  at  that  place  with  impunity.  It  is  only  the 
)r  Irishmen  taken  into  the  Kearsarge  at  Queenstown  who  have  been 
ssed  through  the  formality  of  a  conviction  in  the  courts  for  an  offense 
lin^  neutrality'. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
BEon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

.  958.]  Department  op  State, 

Washingt&ny  May  21, 1864. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  5th  May,  No.  679,  states  that  the  pirate 
amer  Japan,  now  known  as  the  Georgia,  has  returned  into  British 
ters,  but  that  you  have  not  yet  seen  your  way  clear  to  remonstrate 
th  her  Majesty's  government  jigainst  her  receiving  British  protection. 
is  not  intended  or  desired  to  overrule  your  well-considered  judgment 
the  case.  But  when  we  remember  that  she  was  built,  equipped, 
ned,  and  mam    -  -     -      

itish  laws,  to  : 

[)©d  the  vigilai  .      .     ^  ,  .    ._  .^ 

ar  that  she  ought  to  be  detained  and  prevented  from  resuming  her 
utical  occupation.  In  any  case,  I  trust  that,  unless  you  have  some 
3d  reason  for  forbearance,  not  now  known  here,  you  will  at  least  not 
ve  her  Majesty's. government  free  to  suppose  that  we  acquiesce  in  re- 
rding  her  as  a  lawful  belligerent  vessel. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Jhables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cj&c,  cfcc,  dbc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extracts.] 

.  966.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  May  28, 1864. 
Jib  :  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  May  13,  No.  687.    The  Presi- 
it  is  especially  gratified  by  the  information  that,  without  having  yet 
«ived  my  late  instructions  concerning  the  Georgia,  you  have  ad- 

tsaed  a  well-considered  remonstrance  to  her  Majesty's  government. 
•  •  ♦  •  •  # 

[  do  not  know  that  you  can  do  anything  new  to  prevent  such  expedi- 
45  A  c— VOL.  n 


1  am,  BIT,  jova  obedieBt  servant, 

WILLIAM  H. 
Chables  Fbakcis  Adasis,  Esq.,  d-c,  (£c.,  <£c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard, 
[Eitroct.] 

yo.  707.J  Legation  of  the  United  S 

London,  J. 
Sir;  I  liave  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  two  notec 
dressed  to  Lord  Russell,  dated  •  •  •  [and  the]  28th  of 
ering  a  muuber  of  de^wsitions  relating  1o  enlistments  for 
sels.  His  lordship  has  as  yet  sent  lue  an  acknowledgment 
one  only. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
CHARLES  FKANCIl 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwahd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RuaaelL 

LKGATiorr  OP  the  United  fi 

London,  M 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  copy  of  at 
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e  representations  onc^  made,  on  the  21st  April,  in  tlie  year  1854,  which 
ire  at  that  time  met  in  the  most  friendly  spirit.  In  order  to  secure  the 
trformauce  of  obligations  between  nations,  the  first  point  w^ould  appear 

be  to  establish  an  impression  of  moral  certainty  that  they  are  mutu- 
ly  reciprocal.  I  regret  to  feel  myself  compelled  to  admit  the  fact  to 
>ur  lordship  that,  in  view  of  all  the  testimony  which  I  have  had  the 
>Tior  to  submit,  that  impression  on  the  side  of  the  people  of  the  United 
tales  has  been  seriously  impaired. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c. 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Sight  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  cfcc,  cfcc,  &c. 

[Se6  preceding  note,  printed  under  the  subdivision  "  Rappahannock,  ^ 


Deposition  of  Patrick  Shanly. 

I,  Patrick  Shanly,  of  13  Carlton  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of 
l^ancaster,  fireman,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

About  the  24th  of  December  last,  a  friend  of  mine  met  me  in  the  street 
tud  informed  me  that  there  was  a  good  chance  for  me  to  join  the  steamer 
xeorgia ;  that  she  wa«  a  pirate,  and  I  would  be  paid  very  good  wages. 
ie  then  asked  me  to  go  with  him  to  Mr.  Campbell's,  boarding-house 
ceeper.  Regent  s'treet,  Liverpool.  I  went  witli  him  to  Campbell's  house, 
Hid  Campbell  told  me  that  he  had  a  good  job  for  me  to  go  to; 
liat  I  should  have  £7  a  month  and  £10  bounty,  and  one  month's  pay 
n  advance  when  I  joined  the  ship ;  that  he  did  not  know  then  which  of 
^he  steamers  I  would  be  required  to  join,  but  he  thought  it  was  the 
Worida.  He  gave  me  instructions  to  endeavor  to  engage  other  hands ; 
•bat  I  was  to  offer  them  £5  a  month  and  £10  bounty.  I  called  upon 
Hiomas  Lloyd,  Edward  Smyles,  Thomas  Asham,  John  Adamson,  and 
*^veral  others,  an<l  informed  them  of  Mr.  Cami)beirs  offer,  when  they 
Jl  agreed  to  go  with  me,  and  I  took  them  down  to  Campbell's  house, 
^umpbell  engaged  the  whole  of  these  nien  upon  the  same  terms  as  my- 
self except  as  to  wages,  he  only  agreeing  to  get  them  £6  a  month.  He 
rave  us  instnictions  to  meet  him  under  the  arches  at  the  custom-house 
>li  the  27th,  and  we  all  attcn<led  there ;  but  Campbell  did  not  keep  his 
tpiK)intment  with  us,  and  I  called  upon  him  to  know  the  reason,  when 
le  directed  me  to  bring  my  clothes  down  to  his  house  and  hold  myself 
ti  readiness  to  start  at  a  minute's  notice.  I  brought  my  clothes  down 
o  Campbell's  house  the  same  night,  and  bought  some  clothes  from  him, 
nd  he  then  told  me  that  we  should  have  to  start  the  next  day,  and 
old  me  to  meet  him  and  the  other  men  at  Anderson's  public  house.  I 
ailed  at  his  house  the  next  d<ay  and  saw  Mrs.  Campbell,  who  produced 
paper  containing  the  names  of  the  men  wlio  had  agreed  to  join,  and 
n  account  showing  that  I  was  indebted  to  Campbell  in  £S  10s.  6d. ;  £2 
d.  for  the  clothes  I  had  bought  and  £i  10«.  which  I  had  to  pay  Camp- 
ell  for-  getting  me  the  job.  I  went  from  Campbell's  house  to  Ander- 
on's  public  house,  where  I  saw  all  the  other  men  and  Campbell,  who 
laid  tor  drinks  for  us,  and  afterwards  took  us  down  to  the  Havre  boat, 
ying^in  the  Wellington  dock,  and  he  paid  our  fare  to  Havre,  he  coming 
ritb  ns.  We  arrived  on  the  31st  December,  and  were  taken  by  Camj)- 
lell  on  board  another  steamer,  and  afterwards  to  a  railway  station,  and 
Campbell  paid  our  fares  to  Cherbourg,  where  we  anived  the  same  night. 
Campbell  took  us  to  a  hotel  there,  and  we  staid  the  whole  of  that 


708  REBEL   CRUISERS. 

nipfbt  and  part  of  the  next  day.    On  the  evening  of  the  next  day  Camp- 
bell took  us  in  a  boat  on  board  the  confederate  steamer  (leorgia,  wbirk 
was  lying  ott'.    They  gave  each  of  us  a  blanket,  and  we  slept  on  board 
of  her  all  night.     We  remained  on  boanl  the  Georgia  about  four  or  five 
weeks  before  we  were  called  upon  to  sign  articles,  when  we  were  called 
aft  and  the  articles  were  read  over  to  us  to  the  effect  that  we  were  jjoing 
to  burn  and  destroy  vessels  of  the  United  States.    Myself,  Woyd,  Smyle*, 
Asham  and  Anderson  signed  articles,  and  Captain  Maury  asketl  m  if 
Campbell's  accounts  were  correct,  when  we  told  him  they  were,  and  we 
received  our  bounty  nu>ney  less  the  amount  payable  to  Campbell.    Five 
of  the  men  engaged  were  not  required,  and  they  left  the  ship.    We  left 
Cherbourg  about  the  first  week  in  Februaiy,  and  proceeded  to  the  island 
of  Barbara,  where  we  lay  about  three  weeks.    From  there  we  weut  to 
Bordeaux,  and  from  there  to  Liverpool,  where  we  arrived  on  the  M 
May  instant,  and  we  steamed  into  the  Birkenhead  great  float  on  tlie 
Cheshire  side  ot  the  Mersey.    After  we  had  made  the  ship  fast,  theraj)- 
tain  told  us  to  come  down  to  the  ship  in  a  day  or  two,  when  we  would 
be  i)aid  off.    I  was  paid  off' about  the  5th  or  (Jth.    The  tirst  lieutenant 
asked  me  to  stand  by  the  ship  and  assist  to  keep  the  engines  in  i»nler, 
which  I  did  not  do,  being  tired  of  the  service.    I  called  at  Canipkirs 
house  on  the  13th  ^lay,  when  he  engaged  me  to  join  another  steamer, 
and  he  gave  me  directions  to  look  after  some  other  men  to  join  thesjime 
boat,  which  he  said  was  going  out  for  the  same  puq)ose.     1  called  n\m 
John  Fleming  and  tohl  him  to  go  to  Campbell's  house  and  he  would  lie 
most  likely  to  get  a  job.    I  told  Fleming  to  try  and  get  other  men,  and 
he  told  Maurice  Breen  and  Barnard  Cassidy,  and  tlH»y  were  engaged  hj 
Campbell.    I  took  my  bag  down  to  Campbell's  house  on  the  Sunday 
arranged  for  our  leaving,  the  15th  instant,  but  I  afterwards  changwi 
my  mind  and  declined  going  again.^ 

P.  SHANLY. 

Sworn  at  Liveri)ool  aforesaid,  this  25th  dav  of  May,  18G4,  before  me. 

HENKY  C.  DUMALL, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery  in  England- 


Mr,  Seicard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 
^'O.  978.J  BEPART^tfENT  OF  STATE, 

WashingtoHj  June  3, 1864. 

Sm:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  interesting  (lis- 
l)atch  of  tlie  19th  of  May,  !No.  G94.  It  is  to  be  veiy  sincerely  regrett«il 
that  the  ministry  failed  to  avail  themselves  of  the  occasion  offered  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Baring  to  set  itself  upright  on  the  api>eal  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  neutrality  in  regard  to  naval  expeditions  from  British  iwit*. 
Should  our  campaign  prove  fortunate,  the  ministry,  if  it  sunive  the 
present  crisis,  will  probably  regi-et  their  shortcoming  even  mdre  pro- 
foundly than  we  do.  The  8i)eech  of  the  attorney  general  was  very  uh- 
satisfactory  to  the  people  of  this  country.    I  donbt  whether  it  will,  in 

the  end,  be  any  more  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain. 

*  •  •  •  •  •'•  ••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  ser^'ant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Charles  Fbakcis  Adams,  Esq./ifv^.,  c£o.,  <jCe. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

^o.  979.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  June  3,  1864. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  20th  of  May,  No.  (597,  lias  beeu  received. 
BVoiilditnotbewell  to  let  Earl  Russell  understand  that  we  are  unable  to 
'ompreheud  the  reason  why  the  crew  of  the  Georgia  are  left  unmolested, 
v'hile  the  Irishmen  who  secreted  themselves  on  board  the  Kearsarge. 
leeklng  to  enlist  in  our  service,  have  been  prosecuted  and  convicted  i 
X  is  a  satisfaction  to  know  that  the  Georgia  will  cease  her  depredations, 
irom  inability  to  continue  them.  The  Niagara  sailed  yesterday.  As- 
surances received  from  France  that  American  piratical  ships  shall  not 
be  allowed  to  go  to  sea  in  that  character  relieve  us  from  the  necessity  of 
Bending,  at  present,  any  other  naval  force  into  European  waters. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  d-c,  &c. 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr,  Seicard, 

[Extract.] 

^0.292.]  United  States  Consulate, 

JAverpoolj  June  3,  18G4. 
gj^.    ••••••• 

I  learned  yesterday  that  the  pirjfte  steamer  Georgia  had  been  sold. 
This  morning  a  notice  of  the  sale  appeared  in  the  Journal  of  Commerce 
Indosure  No.  1  is  the  slip  containing  the  notice  cut  from  that  paper. 
I  have  to-day  made  inquiry,  and  find  the  repoit  true.  Edward  Bates,  a 
^hipping  merchant  of  Liverpool,  a  strong  rebel  sympathizer,  and  one 
'^ho,  if  reports  be  true,  has  contributed  in  more  than  one  instance  to  aid 
Jud  assist  the  insurgents  in  their  eft'orts  to  destroy  our  government,  has 
'become  the  i)urchaser.  The  amianent  is  reserved,  no  doubt,  for  the 
[Purpose  of  being  used  on  sonie  other  piratical  craft.  It  is  said  she  is 
^o  go  into  the  China  trade,  and  resume  the  British  flag.  This  is  all  I 
^ave  been  able  to  learn. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seicard, 

Uo.  712.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London  J  June  10,  1864. 

Sib:  In  regard  to  the  observations  contained  in  your  disi)atch  No. 
958,  upon  the  substance  of  my  No.  679,  relating  to  the  steamer  Japan, 
alias  the  Georgia,  I  need  only  remark  that  the  next  steamer  must  have 
brought  to  you,  with  my  dispatch  No.  687,  a  copy  of  the  note  I  addresse* 
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to  Ix)rd  Rnasell  on  that  subject.    I  trust  it  may  have  answered  the  par- 
pose  you  desired  to  see  accomplished. 

Since  that  time  a  sale  of  the  Georgia  is  reported  to  have  been  effected 
in  Liverpool.  I  thought  the  occasion  a  suitable  one  to  enter  a  protesit 
against  the  validity  of  the  transfer.  A  copy  of  my  note  to  IjOhI  Rh^ 
sell,  of  the  7th  instant,  on  that  subject  is  herewith  transniitte<l,tugethtf 
with  one  of  his  reply. 

His  lordsbip  is  evidently  so  much  absorbed  in  the  vortex  of  the  con- 
ference that  he  has  little  inclination  to  enter  into  other  questions  jna 
now.  To  him  the  sale  of  that  vessel  was  undoubtedly  a  great  relieL  It 
kept  before  him  the  worst  question  of  them  all. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  CmVRLES  FKANCIS  ADA3ia 

Hon.  William  II.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RusiteU. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London  J  June  7, 1864. 

My  Lord:  I  have  received  from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at 
Liverpool,  information  which  leads  me  to  believe  that  a  transfer,  pur- 
porting to  be  a  sale,  has  been  made  of  the  steamer  heretofore  knovn  as 
the  J<ipan,  alias  the  Georgia,  by  the  insurgents  or  their  agents  at  that 
port. 

In  such  a  contingency,  I  must  pray  your  lordship's  pardon  if  I  take 
the  liberty  to  renew,  in  this  case,  th6  observations  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  submit  in  my  note  of  the  14th  of  March  of  last  year,  on  the  case  of  the 
steamer  Sumter,  alias  the  Gibraltar.  On  behalf  of  my  goveniment,  I 
feel  it  my  duty,  in  consonance  with  the  practice  heretofore  adopted  by 
Great  Britain,  to  decline  to  recognize  the  validity  of  the  sale  of  this 
armed  vessel,  heretofore  engaged  in  carrying  on  war  against  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  in  a  neutral  port,  and  to  claim  the  right  of  seizin; 
it  wherever  it  may  be  found  on  the  high  seas. 

1  pray  your  lordship  to  acjcept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  mo^ 
obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  lion.  E^VRL  Russell,  ifcc,  cfcc,  cfec. 


Earl  Rtissell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoBEiGN  Office,  June  8, 18ft. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday's  date,  relative  to  the  sale  of  the  steamer  Georgia  at  LirerpooL 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  year  mort 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

BUSSSLL 

Chables  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  du,  cfie.,  dke. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

35ro.  715.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Landofij  June  10, 1804. 

Sir:  In  connection  with  my  '^o.  707,  of  the  2d  instant,  I  now  trans- 
mit copies  of  two  notes  received  from  Lord  Eussell  in  reply  to  two  of 
mine,  copies  of  which  were  forwarded  with  that  dispatch. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Rmsell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  June  1, 1804. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
30th  ultimo,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  deposition  made  by  Patrick  Shanly 
re8X)ecting  the  enlistment  of  British  subjects  at  Liverpool  for  the  service 
of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you 
that  the  same  shall  be  considered  by  her  M^ijesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  dr.,  d-c. 

[For  other  note  see  subdivision  "  Rappahannock,'' po^f.j 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1007.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  June  27, 1804. 

Sib  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  10th  of  June,  No.  712,  is  received,  together 
with  a  copy  of  your  protest  addressed  to  Earl  Russell,  against*  the 
validity  of  the  sale  of  the  pirate  ship  Georgia.  The  proceeding  is 
approved,  and  notice  thereof  hiis  been  given  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  dr.,  cfec. 


Mr.  Wilding  to  Mr.  Seioard. 

[Extract.] 

No.  320.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  July  23,  1804. 

The  Georgia  has  left  the  dock  at  Birkenhead,  where  she  has  had  her 
bottom  cleaned,  and  her  engines  overhauled,  and  gone  into  the  Queen's 
dock  at  Liverpool,  a  dock  very  seldom  used  by  steamers. 
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Yoli  have  already  been  advised  that  she  was  sold  to  Mr.  Edwud 
Bates,  and  registered  in  his  name  as  a  British  vessel.  You  have  alio 
been  informed  who  and  what  sort  of  man  Mr.  Bates  is. 

His  b(^ing  the  purchaser  was  in  itself  suspicious,  but  he  has  a  consid- 
erable trade  with  China,  and  it  was  said  he  was  going  to  send  her  there. 

Within  the  last  few  days  circumstances  have  transpired  to  create  fc 
trust.  On  the  13th  July,  and  subsequently,  an  advertisement,  of  which 
a  copy  was  sent  to  you,  appeared  in  the  Liverpool  Courier,  intimating 
that  communications  respecting  claims  for  pay  due  to  deceased  seamen 
of  the  Alabama  were  to  be  addressed  to  a  Mr.  R.  W.  Curtis.  This  Car 
tis,  as  far  as  I  can  leani,  is  a  confederate  agent,  and  I  find  that  he  is  in 
communication  with  Mr.  Bates.  Persons  from  Jones  &  Co.  (of  whiih 
Thonms  Bold,  the  former  owner  of  the  Georgia,  is  a  member)  have  been 
seen  on  board  as  if  in  authority,  and  the  foreman  of  the  graving  dtK-k, 
where  she  was  overhauled,  has  been  heard  to  say  that  she  would  go  oat 
on  her  old  business. 

Certainly  nothing  has  yet  occurred  in  the  way  of  alteration,  strenutli- 
ening,  or  the  like,  to  furnish  a  motive  for  going  through  the  form  of  sale, 
&c.,  and  it  ma^'  be  all  right,  but  the  circumstances  mentioned  are  sus- 
picious, and  I  think  we  must  not  be  too  sure. 

•  ••••  •  •• 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  WILDING,  ViceComl 
lion.  William  H.  Seward, 

/Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Wilding  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.] 

No.  324.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  August  3, 1864. 
Sir:  ♦♦♦♦♦• 
On  Saturday,  the  30th,  the  Georgia  was  entered  at  the  custom-botisc 
to  load  for  Lisbon  and  Africa,  W.  C,  by  E.  Bates.  I  never  heard 
before  of  Mr.  Bates  having  any  trade  with  Afriai,  and  don't  believe 
she  is  going  there,  but  on  her  old  business;  of  that,  however,  I  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  procure  any  very  good  evidence. 

Such  as  I  have  I  have  communicated  to  Mr.  Adams,  with  my  suspi- 
cions about  her.    I  shall  keep  a  close  watch  on  her,  and  rejwrt  her 

movements  to  Mr.  Adams. 

•  •••••••• 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  8er\'ant, 

U.  S.  WILDDhG,  y%ce-Cim»ul 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  758.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LondoHf  AuguMt  4, 1864» 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  a  representation  made  to  me  by  Mr.  'IVlUiiig? 
the  vice-consul  at  Liverpool^  as  to  the  outfit  of  Uie  Georgiai  I  flalt  il  BJ 
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ity  on  the  27th  of  July  to  address  a  note  to  Lord  Eussell  on  the  sub- 
ct.    A  copy  of  that  note,  as  well  as  of  the  inelosure,  is  herewith  trans- 
itted.    Also  Lord  Ktissell's  acknowledgment  of  tlie  28th. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CH^VRLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Eussell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

LondoHj  July  27,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  copy 
»f  a  letter  just  received  by  me  from  the  vice-consul  of  the  United  States 
kt  Liveri>ool. 

It  would  seem,  if  the  statements  therein  have  any  foundation  in  truth, 
hat  further  attemptis  are  in  contemplation,  under  the  shelter  of  the 
ames  of  British  subjects,  to  carry  on  from  British  i)orts  war  with  the 
eople  of  the  United  States. 

Deeply  regretting  the  continued  manifestation  of  this  inimical  temper, 
feel  it  again  my  duty  to  call  your  lordshiiys  attention  to  the  abuse  thus 
lade  by  the  insurgents  of  the  neutrality  of  her  Majesty's  harbors  by 
lam  tmnsfers  of  their  war  vessels  to  British  subjects,  the  better  to 
:>ver  their  hostile  operations. 

I  pray  permission  to  observe  that  the  complaint  thus  made  is  not 
gainst  the  vessel,  for  I  have  already  been  compelled  to  apprise  your 
^nlship  of  the  fact  that  my  government  declines'  to  recognize  her  as 
ossessing  any  other  character  than  that  which  she  had  assumed,  and 
1  which  she  was  received  when  she  came  into  Liveqiool.  The  material 
oint  to  which  I  beg  your  lordship's  attention  is  the  intervention  of  one 
r  more  British  subjects  in  the  war  by  taking  all  the  necessary  measures 
1  British  i>orts  to  send  out  in  their  name  this  vessel  in  a  shape  fitted 
)r  further  hostile  operations. 

I  pray  your  lordship,  4&c.,  &c.,  &c., 

CUARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

•Hon.  Earl  Russell,  dc,  cfec,  &c. 


Mr.  Wilding  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  July  26,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  an  order  left  by  Mr.  Dudley,  I  beg  to  trans- 
itia  certified  copy  of  the  register  of  the  Georgia,  the  certificate  dated 
isterday. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  state  to  you  my  fear  that  the  recorded  sale  of 
lis  vessel  is  all  a  sham,  and  that  there  is  no  intention  of  converting  her 
ito  a  merchant  vessel. 

She  has  left  the  graving  dock  at  Birkenhead,  where  she  has  had  her 
3ttom  cleaned  and  painted,  some  trifling  repairs  made,  and  her  engines 
^erhaided,  and  is  now  in  the  Queen's  dock  at  Liverpool. 
Nothing  has  been  done  to  her  to  change  her  character  beyond  unship* 
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ping  her  guns,  and  taking  up  the  tracks  or  rails  on  which  they  worked 
on  deck ;  but  the  guns  are  in  a  warehouse  at  Birkenhead,  easily  attain 
able,  and  the  rails  still  on  board  the  ship. 

She  has  also  attached  to  her  three  of  the  men  (non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, an  engineer,  quartermaster,  and  another)  who  were  in  her  before, 
and  one  (the  boatswain,  I  believe)  from  the  Alabama^  They  are  also 
going  to  lit  up  the  nettings  for  the  hammocks  as  they  were  before. 

The  chief  foreman  of  the  yard  or  graving  dock,  where  she  was  reimired, 
stated  while  she  was  there  that  Mr.  Bates  was  going  to  send  her  oat  on 
her  old  trade. 

I  know  also  that  Mr.  Curtis,  who  advertises  that  claims  for  wages  of 
deceased  seamen  of  the  Alabama  are  to  be  addressed  to  him,  and  \&  a 
confederate  agent,  is  in  communication  with  Mr.  Bates. 

And  you  will  recollect  also  that  Mr.  Bates,  some  time  since,  in  contra- 
diction to  the  statements  of  the  ship-owners  of  Liverpool  in  their  memo- 
rial to  the  House  of  Commons,  published  a  letter  avowing  himself  a 
dissentient  from  the  memorial,  and,  by  inference,  in  favor  of  fitting  out 
vessels  for  belligerents. 

Of  the  facts  of  the  rails  being  on  board,  and  of  the  persons  mentiond 
as  being  attached  to  the  vessel,  I  can  send  you  the  deposition  of  the 
I>erson  who  has  seen  them ;  I  can  also  send  you  the  deposition  of  the 
person  to  whom  the  foreman  of  the  graving  dock  made  the  statement 
referred  to,  if  you  think  they  will  be  of  any  use. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  sen-ant, 

n.  WILDING,  rice-Comul 

His  Excellency  Charles  Francis  Adams,  dkc.j  cfcc,  dkc. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  July  28, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday's  date,  and  its  inclosure,  respeciting  the  vessel  Georgia,  and  I 
have  to  state  to  you  that  the  matter  will  not  fail  to  receive  the  immediate 
attention  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  mort 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  cfcc,  ic. 


Mr.  Wilding  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Ko.  325.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool  J  AuguMt  6, 186i 
Sir:     ••  •  •  •  •  •* 

On  the  3d  I  transmitted  three  affidavits  on  the  subject  of  the  6«ffp* 

to  Mr.  Adams,  copies  of  which  I  transmit,  inclosure  No.  2. 
At  the  same  time,  however,  I  informed  Mr.  Adams  of  the  PortagoeK 

charter. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  Bervant, 

H.  S.  WILDING^  Fm-amitl. 

Hon.  WlLLL^lt  H.  SilWABD^ 

Becretat)!  oj  SlaU« 
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Deposition  of  Charles  Thompson. 

I,  Charles  Thompson,  of  10  James  street,  Liverpool,  trade  protection- 
st,  make  oath  and  say : 

1.  Tliat  ou  the  14th  of  July  last,  I  was  at  Birkenhead  in  the  graving 
lock  looking  for  a  steamboat,  when  I  saw  a  steam  vessel  there,  and  I 
Lsked  a  man,  who  ai)peared  to  be  the  foreman  of  the  yard,  what  vessel 
t  Tvas,  and  he  said  it  was  the  Georgia :  I  asked  him  what  they  were 
^ing  to  do  with  her,  and  he  said  that  Bates  had  got  her  now  and  he 
¥as  going  to  fit  her  out  again  for  the  confederate  service. 

CHARLES  THOMPSON. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  3d  day  of  August, 
L864,  before  me. 

HENRY  C.  DUNCAN, 
A  Commissioner  for  talcing  Affidavits  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer. 


Deposition  of  William  Bawlinson. 

I,  William  Rawlinson,  of  No.  12  Blackstone  street,  Liverpool,  seaman, 
Diake  oath  and  say  : 

1.  That  on  the  2d  of  August  instant  I  went  on  board  the  Georgia, 
now  lying  in  the  Queen's  dock,  in  company  with  Frederick  Harcourt, 
and  I  saw  the  hammock  nettings  being  repaired.  I  went  below  into  the 
steerage,  and  saw  hammock  hooks  and  rails  there  sufficient  to  accom- 
modate about  one  hundred  men.  I  observed  the  hold ;  it  was  not  adapted 
for  commercial  purposes,  but  it  was  suitable  to  hold  provisions  for  a 
ship's  company  for  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  men  for  six  months ; 
it  is  not  suitable  for  a  cargo.  Adjoining  the  hold  1  observed  some  shot- 
lockers.  On  deck  I  observed  that  the  holes  in  which  the  bolts  used  for 
the  traversing  tackle  are  placed  still  remained,  which  would  hardly  be 
the  case  if  the  bolts  were  not  intended  to  be  replaced.  I  noticed  that 
the  fore  magazine  still  remained  ready  for  immediate  service.  If  the  ship 
were  intended  for  trading  puri)oses,  the  magazine  would  have  been 
removed. 

2.  That  on  the  same  day  I  was  present  at  a  conversation  which  took 
place  between  Harcourt  and  a  man  whom  I  believe  to  be  named  Miller. 
!k[iller  told  Harcourt  that  he  had  seen  on  board  and  recognized  the  per- 
son who  acted  as  captain  and  commanded  the  ship  when  she  sailed 
from  Greenock.  He  also  said  that  they  had  on  board,  as  the  present 
mate  of  the  ship,  the  mate  who  had  taken  the  ship  from  Greenock. 
Miller  said  he  supposed  the  ship  was  going  to  Lisbon,  and  then  to 
the  coast  of  Africa.  He  told  us  he  wa«  going  in  her.  I  said  to 
him,  "Tlie  sailors  have  all  signed f  He  replied,  "The  old  hands  are 
not  required  to  sign,"  or  words  to  that  eflfect.  He  said  he  was  an  old 
hand.  To-day  I  went  on  board  and  saw  on  the  steerage  deck  a  gun  which 
I  judge  to  be  a  twenty-four-pounder.  It  appeared  to  me  much  too  big 
for  a  signal  gun.  I  have  been  eight  years  in  a  man-of-war,  and  I,  there- 
fore, am  able  to  speak  with  knowledge  as  to  the  above-mentioned  warlike 
appearances  on  board  the  Georgia. 

W.  RAWLINSON. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the  third  day  of  August, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four,  before  me. 

J.  PEARSON, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery  in  England. 
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Deposition  of  Frederick  HarcourU 

T,  Frederick  Harcourt,  of  No.  G8  Porter  street^  Liverpool,  British  sub- 
ject, make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

1.  That  in  the  mouth  of  May  last  I  was  in  Liverpool  in  search  of 
emph)yment,  and  on  the  13tli  of  that  month  I  became  acquainted  with 
a  man  named  Jackson,  who  was  a  quartermaster  belon^n^  to  the  (ieor- 
gia,  then  lying  at  Birkenhead.  After  mentioning  to  him  that  I  was  in 
search  of  a  vessel,  he  told  me  that  if  I  kept  myself  quiet  for  a  few  ilays 
he  would  put  me  in  the  way  of  obtaining  a  berth.  He  then  gave  me  a 
note  to  a  man  named  Campbell,  residing  at  No.  28  liegeut  street,  Liver- 
pool. 1  went  to  Campbell.  After  he  rea<l  the  note  he  told  me  that  he 
would  procure  me  a  ship,  but  that  the  ship  was  not  in  the  Mersey,  but 
was  litting  out  in  France  to  run  the  blockade.  This,  I  think,  was  on  the 
Friday.  On  the  following  day,  which  was  Saturday,  I  came  to  resiile  at 
Campbell's  house.  When  there  I  observed  Jackson  outside  the  house  in 
company  with  a  man  named  Smith,  who  was  then  and  is  now  belonging 
to  the  Georgia.  Jackson  told  me  we  wei'e  going  to  join  the  Rapimhan- 
nock  at  Calais,  but  he  did  not  say  anything  about  the  character  of  the 
ship.  I  remained  at  Campbell's  till  Sunday  morning,  and  then  started 
with  him  and  others  for  Calais,  via  London  and  Dover.  We  reached 
Calais  on  Tuesday  morning.  Mr.  Campbell  then  told  us  we  were  going 
on  board  the  confederate  privateer  Kappahaunock.  I  and  some  others 
went  on  board  and  signed  articles  in  the  following  manner :  that  we 
were  faithfully,  honestly,  and  courageously  to  serve  the  Confederate  States 
of  Ameri(ja  for  the  term  of  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  unless  pre- 
viously discharged ;  that  we  were  to  obey  the  officers  apiK>inted  by  the 
congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America;  to  emj)loy  our  energies 
and  abilities  in  the  maintenance  of  the  integiity,  indei>endence,  and  wel- 
fare of  the  southern  States  of  America ;  and  to  use  our  utmost  exertions 
to  destroy  or  otherwise  injure  the  enemi(\s  of  the  Confederate  States.  I 
was  to  receive  £4  Ss.  per  month  wages  and  £10  bounty,  which  was  to  he 
paid  when  the  ship  got  to  sea.  I  then  began  my  duty  on  the  forecastle. 
I  was  afterwards  placed  in  irons  on  suspicion  of  being  a  Yankee  spy,  and 
remained  in  irons  five  weeks.  I  was  then  sentenced  to  death,  without 
even  the  form  of  a  court-martial  being  held,  but  was  released  lK?cause 
the  ship  (!Ould  not  get  to  sea,  and  the  sentence  could  not  be  carried  into 
effect  in  the  court  of  France.  From  the  effect^j  of  the  confinement  I 
became  very  ill,  and  remained  some  time  in  that  state  in  Calais,  and  my 
life  was  several  times  attempted  by  members  of  the  crew  of  the  Riippa- 
hannock. 

2.  I  came  to  London  in  Jidy,  and  from  thence  came  to  Liverpool  to 
attend  the  assizes  in  the  trial  of  Campbell.  During  my  stay  in  Liver- 
pool I  had  many  opportunities  of  observing  the  Georgia  again.  I  went 
on  board  her  one  day,  where  she  now  lies,  in  the  Queen's  dock,'aodl 
perceived  that  the  hammock  nettings  were  being  repaired,  and  went 
down  below  into  the  steerage^  and  found  that  the  hooks  and  rails  u^?ed 
for  the  hammocks  were  not  removed,  as  would  probably  have  b^n  done 
had  the  ship  been  intended  for  peaceful  purposes.  I  saw  Jackson  (m 
board,  and  Smith,  whom  I  had  pre\iousIy  seen  with  him ;  also  auotlMff 
man,  whose  name  I  believe  to  be  Miller.  They  were  repairing  her 
engines.  While  I  was  below  in  the  ship's  hold  I  observed  wluit  appealed 
to  be  the  traversing  rails  for  her  guns ;  they  were  rolled  up  in  canrasi 
but,  from  their  form  and  feel,  I  am  sure  in  my  own  mind  that  thej  i«w 
the  traversing  rails.   I  asked  the  mate  what  they  were  going  to  m  vitk 
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e  ship.  He  told  me  tliey  were  going  to  fit  her  out  to  trade  between 
lina  and  Japan. 

3.  On  another  occasion — yesterday,  the  2d  August — I  went  on  board 
d  was  informed  by  two  of  the  men  that  they  had  shipped  for  Lisbon, 
le  day  previous  to  this  I  had  received  another  account  from  another 
an — ^that  she  was  going  to  the  coast  of  Africa.  I  was  then  informed 
at  the  present  mate  of  tlie  ship  was  the  mate  who  officiated  in  taking 
e  ship  from  Greenock  when  she  first  set  out  on  her  cruise.  I  was  also 
formed  by  the  same  party  (whose  name  I  do  not  know)  that  he  had 
en  the  captain  who  had  taken  the  sliip  from  Greenock,  on  board  the 
ip  to-day.  The  i)er8on  who  told  me  this  is  the  same  person  as  he  whom 
believed  to  be  called  Miller.  I  observed  on  the  quay  a  number  of  small 
'gs.  Some  had  the  word  "  spikes"  marked  upon  them  ;  but  from  their 
?ight,  and  the  knowledge  that  I  have  of  such  things,  I  am  convinced 

my  own  mind  that  they  contain  ball  cartridges. 

4.  In  conversing  with  the  mtin  Miller  I  noticed  that  he  was  a  little 
isy ;  he  was  consequently  more  communicative  than  if  sober.  Ui)on 
y  asking  him  a  question  as  to  the  Georgia's  guns  he  seemed  to  recol- 
Kt  himself,  and  told  me  that  it  would  not  do  for  him  to  tell  me  every- 
ing  that  he  knew,  and  immediately  left  me.  I  also  observed  from  the 
anner  of  the  mate  when  he  saw  me  coming  from  the  Georgia  (he  did 
}t  see  me  going  on  board)  that  he  was  suspicious  of  me.  1  may  here 
y  that  Jackson  had  not  yet  seen  me,  as  I  wished  to  conceal  myself  from 
m,  but  he  knows  what  occurred  on  board  the  Rappahannock.  He' has, 
►  doubt,  therefore,  given  a  personal  description  of  me  to  the  mate,  and  it 
from  this  that  I  account  for  the  mate  looking  upon  me  with  suspicion 
-day. 

5.  To-day,  the  3d  August,  I  went  on  board  the  Georgia,  and  on  going 
wn  into  the  steerage  observed  a  gim.  I  asked  one  of  the  men  for  what 
irpose  it  was  there.  He  told  me  he  did  not  know,  but  supposed  it 
>uld  be  a  signal  gun.  In  my  opinion  it  is  much  too  large  for  a  signal 
m.  It  appears  to  be  a  twenty-four-pounder  gun,  and  altogether  of  a 
Bferent  kind  and  much  larger  than  I  have  seen  for  that  puri)ose. 

FREDERICK  HARCOURT. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  third  day  of 
iigust,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four,  before  me. 

HENRY  C.  DUNCAN, 
A  Commissioner  for  taking  Affidavits  in  tlw  Court  of  Exchequer. 


Mr.  Wilson  to  Mr.  F.  W.  Seward. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  August  12, 1864. 

Sib  :  I  beg  to  acquaint  the  department  thus  informally  through  you, 
id  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Adams,  that  the  pirate  Georgia  has  again 
lileil  from  Liveq>ool,  but  this  time  upon  an  assumed  peaceable  mission. 
le  has  been  chartered  by  the  Portuguese  government  to  proceed  to 
isbon,  and  thence  with  the  nmils,  &c.,  to  souie  of  the  Portuguese  jws- 
>^ons.  We  deemed  it  courtesy,  in  view  of  the  friendly  position  Por- 
igal  has  always  maintained  towards  us,  to  notify  the  legation  here 
lat  the  Georgia  was  liable  to  capture  by  our  cruisers,  on  the  ground 
lat  a  belligerent  vessel  cannot  be  sold  and  a  title  given  in  a  neutral 
Drt.    This  proceeding  on  our  part  has  since  been  sanctioned  by  Mr. 
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Adains,  who  had  notified  the  national  vessels  on  this  coast  that  tie 
Georgia  was  lawful  prize.  I  may  add,  that  the  Count  Lavradio,  oi 
looking  into  the  matter,  expressed  himself  satisfied  that  the  (Jeorgia 
ic(Uf  liable  to  capture  by  us ;  but  that  his  government,  ha\ing  cbarteral 
the  vessel,  must  wirry  out  their  part  of  the  contract ;  and  if  the  pirate 
was  captured  (an  event  I  do  not  think  he  would  be  disi>oscd  to  regret) 
they  would  look  to  the  rejmted  owners  for  damages. 

The  Sacramento  and  Niagara  are  both  on  the  Georgia's  track,  and 
the  gallant  little  Kearsarge  left  yesterday  under  orders  for  home,  and 
will  also  cross  it. 

I  write  these  particulai*s  for  the  information  of  the  government  in 
advance  of  the  minister's  comnumicating  them  oflicially,  which  be  will 
doubtlCvSS  do  in  his  next  dispatches. 

It  is,  perhaps,  proper  for  me  to  state  in  this  connection,  that  in 
in  response  to  continued  appliciitions  from  IVIr.  Adams  to  stop  the 
Georgia  from  sailing  at  all,  Earl  liussell  has  informed  him  that  h« 
Majesty's  government  have  given  instructions  that  in  future  no  ship 
of  war  of  either  belligerent  will  be  allowed  to  be  brought  intoauyof 
her  Majesty's  ports  for  the  purpose  of  being  dismantled  and  sold. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  S.  WILSON. 

Hon.  F.  W.  Seward, 

Assistant  ISecretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

No.  761.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  August  18, 1804. 

Sm:  In  connection  with  No.  758,  of  the  4th  instant,  on  the  subject  of 
the  sale  of  the  steamer  Georgia,  I  now  forward  a  copy  of  Lord  KusselFa 
reply  of  the  8th  instant  to  my  note  to  him,  a  copy  of  which  was  trans- 
mitted with  that  dispatch.  It  api^ars  from  this  that  the  British  govern- 
ment has  become  so  much  i>erplexed  by  the  inconsistencies  in  which  a 
toleration  of  this  new  mode  of  abusing  their  neutrality  is  involving 
them,  as  to  decide  u^wn  a  rule  prohibiting  all  transfer  or  dismantling;  (rf 
belligerent  vessels  of  either  party  in  their  ports.  This  is  very  well  so 
far  a.s  it  goes.  The  exclusion,  though  api>l>ing  equally  to  us,  is  nominal 
in  that  case,  whereas  it  will  have  its  force  in  circumscribing  the  ojjeia- 
tions  of  the  sympathizers  with  the  rebels,  particularly  in  the  iwrt  of 
Liverpool. 

The  causes  which  may  have  led  to  this  decision  are  i>erhap8  to  be 
thus  explained.  Sinudtaneously  with  my  note  to  Lord  Kussell,  I  ad- 
dressed a  circular  to  the  respective  commanders  of  the  three  war  vessels 
at  that  time  cruising  in  the  channel — the  Niagara,  the  Kearsarge,  and 
the  Sacramento — apprising  them  of  the  information  which  I  had  received 
from  3Ir.  Wilding,  as  well  as  of  my  opinion  that  the  Georgia  might  be 
made  lawful  prize  whenever  and  under  whatever  colors  ahe  should  be 
found  sidling  on  the  high  seas. 

It  turned  out  that  the  Georgia  had  been  engaged  by  the  Portugneae 
government  for  one  month,  at  the  price  of  a  thousand  i)oandBy  to  cany 
the  mails  from  Lisbon  to  their  AMcan  i>osses8ions.  She  was,  however, 
to  be  transfern»d  from  Liverpool  to  that  port  on  the  responsibility  of 
Mr.  Bates,  the  nominal  owner,  and  under  British  colors.  The  Count 
Lavradio,  the  Portuguese  minister,  on  learning  the  precise  state  of  the 
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fase,  interposed  no  objection  to  my  proceeding,  but  simply  expressed  a 
lope  that,  if  captured  at  all,  the  vessel  might  be  taken  before  reaching 
jisbon  to  enter  upon  the  engagement.  I  have  no  doubt,  although  I  do 
lot  know  it  from  information^  that  the  matter  has  been  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  British  government  by  parties  at  Liverpool,  with  a 
dew  to  secure  its  protection.  The  difficulties  that  might  ensue  from 
kdopting  any  positive  course  doubtless  led  to  that  decision  which  is 
bund  communicated  in  his  lordship's  note. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adains. 

Foreign  Office,  August  8, 1864. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor 
o  state  to  you  that  her  Majesty's  government  do  not  se«  any  sufficient 
^unds  for  coming  to  the  conclusion,  upon  the  statements  contained  in 
our  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  that  the  steamer  Georgia  is  about  to  be 
gain  used  for  belligerent  piuposes.  With  a  view,  howev^er,  to  prevent 
he  recurrence  of  any  question  such  as  that  which  has  arisen  in  the  case 
f  the  Georgia,  her  Majesty's  government  have  given  directions  that  in 
uture  no  ship  of  war,  of  either  belligerent,  shall  be  allowed  to  be 
wrought  into  any  of  her  Majesty's  ports  for  the  purpose  of  being  dis- 
lantled  or  sold. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
•l>edient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee,  d-c,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

legation  of  the  United  States, 

LondoHj  August  18, 1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  8th 
nstant,  communicating  to  me  the  fact  that  directions  have  been  given 
)y  her  Maje^sty's  government  to  prohibit  any  ship  of  war  of  either  bel- 
igerent  from  being  brought  into  any  of  her  ports  for  the  puq>08e  of 
>eiug  dismantled  or  sold.  I  shall  transmit  a  copy  of  the  same  for  the 
nformation  of  my  government. 

I  pray  your  lordshii>,  &c.,  &c., 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  cfec,  cfcc,  c6c. 


[The  following,  taken  from  the  London  Gazette  of  September  9, 1864, 
V'oald  seem  to  be  this  order  :J 

Foreign  Office,  September  8, 1864. 

It  is  hereby  notified  that  her  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  order  that 
or  the  future  no  ship  of  war  belonging  to  either  of  the  belligerent 
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powers  of  North  America  shall  be  allowed  to  enter  or  to  remain,  or  U 
in  any  of  her  Majesty's  ports  for  the  pur]>ose  of  being  dismantled  ot 
sold ;  and  her  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  give  dirc^ction  to  the  I'om- 
niissioners  of  her  Majesty's  cnstoms,and  tothe  governors  of  her  Majesty's 
colonies  and  foreign  possessions,  to  see  that  this  order  is  i>roi>erly  carruHl 
into  eHect. 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1074.]  DEPART^fENT  OF  STATE, 

Washington^  August  20, 18(>4. 

Sir  :  Yonr  dispatch  of  the  4th  of  August,  No.  758,  has  been  receivt^* 

The  representation  you  have  made  to  Earl  Kussell  eoneerniug  the 

Georgia  is  ap])roved.    I  trust  that  you  have  succeeded  in  impressin;;: 

her  Majesty's  government  with  a  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  subject 

you  have  thus  brought  to  their  notice. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  British  subjects,  hostile  to  the  United 
Stiites,  have  only  changed  their  form  of  proceeding  in  sending  out 
armed  vessels  to  make  war  against  the  United  States.  The  Tallahassee 
is  said  to  have  been  built  and  to  have  come  out  in  the  character  of  a 
merchant  vessel,  but  to  have  been  furnished  with  an  armament  in  Liver- 
pool. She  api)ears  on  our  coasts  a  i)irate,  and  she  is  received  at  Hali- 
fax. Tier  master  is  reported  as  saying  that  she  is  only  one  of  several 
very  fast  steamers  of  the  same  chanvcter,  which  have  been  built  at 
Liveri)ool,  with  armaments  prepared  in  the  same  way.  Bermuda  and 
Halifax  are  to  be  bases  of  operations.  I  refrain  from  comment  until 
there  shall  have  been  time  l\)r  Earl  Kussell  to  have  replied  to  your  note 
concerning  the  Georgia,  and  in  the  expectation  of  more  definite  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  the  Tallahassee. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfcc,  dec. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  767.J  Legation  of  the  United  States^ 

London^  August  25, 1861. 

Sir:  a  telegram  was  received  at  this  legation  yesterday,  at  one 
o'clock  p.  m.,  trom  the  consular  agent  at  Dover,  announcing  the  arrival 
of  tlie  steamer  Niagara,  on  her  way  to  Antwerp.  The  Georgia  had 
been  taken  and  sent  as  prize  to  the  United  States.  The  crew  wot 
landed  at  Dover. 

This  event  has  made  some  sensation  here.  The  newspapers  express 
opinions  based  on  little  information,  and  prompted  by  their  respective 
predilections  in  our  struggle.  Should  any  ofticial  indication  be  maile 
visible  in  the  Times  to-morrow  morning,  I  shall  send  a  copy  with  this 
dispatch. 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FBANCIS  ADAM& 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

fo.  1077.]  Depaktment  of  State, 

Waskingtoftj  August  26, 1864. 

Sir  :  In  a  letter  to  this  department  of  the  12th  instant,  Mr.  Wilson, 
16  secretary  of  legation  at  London,  gives  an  account  of  certain  pro- 
^dings  with  reference  to  the  late  insurgent  steamer  Georgia,  and  par- 
eularly  of  an  intimation  given  to  the  Portuguese  minister,  at  London. 
}  the  effect  that  the  Georgia,  having  been  sold  in  a  neutral  port,  would 
B  a  lawful  prize  to  a  United  States  cniiser.  The  proceedings  referred 
>  are  approved  by  the  department."* 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  dtc,  &c.^  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

b.  339.J  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  August  26, 1864. 

Sir  :  The  capture  of  the  pirate  steamer  Georgia  by  the  United  States 
eamer  Niagara,  commanded  by  Captain  Craven,  of  which  you  were 
Ivised  by  the  mid- week  steamer,  seems  not  to  create  so  much  excite- 
ent  among  the  people  and  press  as  was  to  be  expected.  I  have  taken 
tins  to  examine  the  leading  newspapers,  and  aside  from  the  ill-natured 
»nimentsof  two  or  three  Liverpool  papers,  her  capture,  if  not  regarded 
.  right  and  proper,  is  not  considered  of  sufficient  importance  as  to 
:cite  comment.  *  *  ♦  *  ♦  xhe  London  Morning  Post,  Lord 
irlmerston's  organ,  published  an  editorial  this  morning  conceding  our 
^ht  to  take  her.  After  speaking  of  the  right  to  sell  merchant  i^ips, 
says :  "  But  in  respect  to  ships  of  war,  all  states  concur  in  denying 
neutrals  the  right  of  purch^asing  them  from  a  belligerent  and  invest 
g  them  with  the  neutral  character  of  the  state  by  whose  subject  they 
•e  bought."  I  have  not  much  doubt  but  what  this  article  is  by  author- 
y,  and  embodies  the  views  of  the  government.  •  *  *  •  *  The 
ourier  lays  great  stress  upon  the  fact  of  her  having  a  British  register. 
id  being  owned  by  an  Englishman  at  the  time  of  her  capture.  It  will 
3  remembered  that  at  the  time  of  her  sailing  on  her  piratical  cruise,  in 
pril,  1863,  she  hjid  a  British  register,  and  was  owned  by  another  Liver- 
i>ol  merchant,  Thouias  Bold,  who  continued  her  owner,  as  is  shown  by 
le  records  at  the  custom-house  in  this  town,  up  to  June  23, 1863,  dur- 
ig  which  time  she  captured*  and  bonded  the  George  Griswold,  and 
amt  the  ship  Dictator.  The  house  of  Jones  &  Co.  shipped  the  men 
nd  fitted  out  the  vessel  when  she  first  sailed.  Jones,  of  this  firm,  has 
i8t  been  convicted  for  shipping  the  men.  This  same  man  was  active 
I  fitting  her  out  again  on  her  last  voyage.  I  inclose  you  the  statement 
f  Qharles  Thompson,  marked  inclosure  No.  4,  showing  this  fact. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

46  A  C— VCL.  n 
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DepoMion  of  Charles  Thompson. 

Charles  Thompson,  residing  at  40  Upper  Baker  street,  in  Liverpool^ 
trade  protectionist,  being  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  as  follows: 

On  the  2(1  day  of  May  last  I  saw  the  steamer  Georgia  lying  in  \h 
river  Mersey,  at  Liverpool,  with  the  confederate  flag  flying  at  the  peak, 
and  the  same  morning  saw  an  otUcer  in  confederate  uniform  landed  from 
her  by  one  of  her  own  boats.  That  on  thei^d  of  May  I  saw  said  steamer 
in  tlie  Birkenhead  dock,  with  confederate  flag  and  pennant  flying,  ber 
guns  on  boanl,  and  othcers  in  confederate  uniform  doing  duty  on  boari 
That  I  saw  said  steamer  frequently,  almost  daily,  from  this  time  to  the 
11th  day  of  August  instant,  when  she  sailed  from  the  river  Mersey  for 
Lisbon.  That  on  the  20th  day  of  June  said  steamer  was  lying  in  the 
Qneen's  dock  at  Liverpool,  to  which  she  had  been  removed  from  Birk- 
enhead, and  I  saw  Mr.  Jones,  of  the  firm  of  Jones  &  Co.,  on  board.  That 
previously  and  about  the  5th  May  I  saw  Mr.  Wilding,  whom  I  know  to 
be,  and  knew  to  be  at  that  time,  a  clerk  in  the  employment  of  said  Jone« 
&  Co.,  superintending  tlie  removal  of  the  stores  from  siiid  vessel.  That 
on  the  ()tli  day  of  June  1  saw  the  guns  landed  from  said  steamer.  That 
on  the  30th  day  of  July  last  said  vessel  was  entered  in  the  Liverpool 
customs  bill  of  entry  for  Lisbon  and  AVest  Coast  of  Africa,  E.  Bates  con- 
signee. That  on  the  2d  day  of  August,  and  each  day  subsequent  until 
the  5th,  inclusive,  I  saw  the  said  Jones  on  board  said  steamer 
Georgia,  giving  orders  to  the  iiersons  employed  in  fitting  the  ship  for 
sea,  who  appeared  to  act  entirely  under  his  orders.  That  on  said  ath 
day  of  August  said  steamer  Georgia  was  hauled  to  the  dock  gates  with 
steam  up,  as  if  to  go  to  sea.  That  she  was  again  hauled  back  into  the 
dock,  and  remained  until  Monday,  the  8th,  when  she  was  hauled  oot 
and  towed  to  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Mei-sey,  wiiere  she  laid 
until  Thursday  morning,  the  11th,  about  5  o'clock  of  which  I  saw  her 
weigh  anchor  and  ste^m  out  to  sea.  That  said  Jones  l>efore  mentioned 
by  nu^  as  superintending  the  fitting  of  said  steamer  Georgia  for  sea  on 
the  2(1,  :^d,  4th,  and  5th  days  of  August,  is  well  known  to  me,  and  is  the 
same  person  lately  tried  and  convicted  at  Liveri)ool  for  enlisting  men  to 
serve  on  board  said  steamer  Georgia  as  a  confederate  cruiser. 

CHAS.  THOMPSON. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  27tb  day  of 
August,  18G4,  before  me. 

WILLIAM  S.  BATESON, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery  in  Engkmi. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

]^o.  780.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lofidony  September  S,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  received  ftwa 
Lord  Kussell  last  evening  on  the  case  of  tlie  capture  of  the  Georgia.  I 
likewise  ajipend  a  copy  of  my  reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAliLES  FKAIICIS  ADAH& 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  September  6, 1864. 

B :  You  are  doubtless  aware  of  the  circumstaDces  under  which  the 
ner  Greorgia  has  been  seized  on  the  high  seas  by  the  United  States 
ner  Niagara,  and  sent,  as  it  is  alleged,  in  charge  of  a  prize  crew  to 
)ort  of  Boston. 

lo  not  propose,  at  present  at  least,  to  enter  into  correspondence  with 
on  the  subject  of  this  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  commander  of 
J^iagara,  but  I  consider  it  neeessary  to  request  that  you  wUl  take  an 
-  opportunity  of  acquainting  the  government  of  the  United  States 

her  Majesty's  government  of  course  expects  that  a  vessel  seized 
T  tlie  British  flag,  and  clsiinied  by  British  owners,  will  be  brought, 

as  little  delay  as  possible,  for  adjudication  into  tlie  proper  prize 
t,  in  which  the  claim  of  one  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  will  be  tried 
rding  to  those  recognized  principles  of  international  law  which  gov- 
he  relations  of  the  belligerent  toward  the  neutral, 
lave  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
lent,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 
LA.RLES  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  cfec,  cfcc. 


Afr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LoiidoUj  Septe^nber  8,  1864. 

ir  LoBD:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your 
ihip's  note  of  the  6th  instant  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  steamer 
gia.  Although  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  strongest 
)8ition  already  exists  on  the  part  of  my  government  to  facilitate  the 
isary  proceedings  before  the  proper  judicial  tribunals  whereby  to 
•mine  the  vabdity  of  that  capture,  according  to  the  recognized 
jiples  of  international  law,  I  shall  nevertheless  take  pleasure  in  at 
transmitting  a  copy  of  your  note  expressing  the  wishes  of  her 
sty's  government  for  tlieir  consideration. 

)ray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
i  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  yoiur  most  obedient 
iut, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

ght  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  c&c,  <£c.,  &c. 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

350.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  September  13, 1864. 
K :  *  *  •  •  •  • 

le  government  has  given  notice  to  Mr.  Bates,  the  pretended  owner 
le  Georgia,  that  they  will  not  interfere,  and  that  he  must  submit  his 

to  the  prize  court. 

#  #  •  #  #  # 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 
m.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Seacard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Ko.  1097.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  September  20, 18G4. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  the  18th  of  Auf^^iiRt,  No.  761,  has  been  received. 
It  is  aceoiiipaiiied  by  a  copy  of  a  note  of  Earl  Kussell,  which  annouDCM 
a  new  regulation  in  admiralty,  forbidding  all  transfer  or  dismantling  of 
belligerent  vessels  in  Biitish  ports.  The  subject  will  receive  due  con- 
sideration. In  the  mean  time  we  hear  with  nuich  satisfaction  that  tk 
Georgia  has  been  captured  by  the  Niagara,  and  has  arrived  as  a  prizett 
Hampton  lioads,  whence  she  proceeded  to  Boston. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Gsq.,  etc.,  c£t.,  &c. 


Mr.  F.  J\ .  Seurard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  HOC]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  September  24,^18W. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of 
the  8th  of  September,  No.  780,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  co]>y  of  a 
correspondence  between  yourself  and  Earl  Russell  in  regard  to  the  cap- 
ture of  the  Georgia,  and  in  which  his  lordship  desires  that  the  case  may 
be  brought  before  a  prize  court  for  adjudication  as  soon  as  possible.  In 
reply,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  proceedings  in  the  case  will  be  reg 
ular,  and  attended  by  no  unnecessary  delay. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD,  AcHng  Seeretarj. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  etc.,  cfcc,  cfec. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  31)4.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpoolj  November  25, 1864. 

Sir:  The  prosecution  against  Jones  &  Co.  for  fitting  out  and  enlirt- 
ing  the  men  for  the  pirate  Japan,  alias  Virginia,  alias  Georgia,  is  over, 
and  the  parties  have  been  each  lined  fifty  pounds  sterling,  making  in  ftU 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  as  the  penalty,  or  more  prop- 
erly the  price,  tor  fitting  out  a  privateer  in  this  country,  to  cruise  and 
make  war  against  the  United  States.  Comment  is  unm»cessary.  I  send 
you  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  cut  from  the  London  Times  of  yesterday, 
and  the  short  piece  from  the  Daily  Courier.  They  are  marked  No.  1.  1 
can  scarcely  imagine  a  greater  farce  than  this  whole  thing  has  been, 
which  is  Just  played  out.  The  Florida,  Alabama,  Georgia,  Georgiana, 
and  Sea  King,  all  bxilt,  fitted  out,  armament  made,  anunuuition  sap- 
plied,  crews  enlisted  in  this  country,  and  here  paid  while  serving  in  the 
vessels,  and  the  ships  supplied  and  coaled  from  England,  and  thus  ftr 
three  men  alone  tried,  and  they  fined  but  fifty  pounds  apiece,  nuddBc; 
the  sum  total  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLET. 
Hon.  William.  H.  Seward^ 

Secretar))  o|  81q^« 
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THE  RAPPAHANNOCK. 

Mr,  DudUy  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract] 

Mo,  192.]  United  Statp:s  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  December  2, 1863. 
Sib:        #••#•# 

In  my  dispatch  No.  190  I  referred  briefly  to  a  confederate  war  steamer 
called  the  Eappahanuock  that  had  entered  the  port  of  Calais,  and  sent 
you  some  two  or  three  slips  cut  from  the  newspapers  referring  to  the 
matter.  I  learn  that  this  vessel  is  the  steamer  Victor,  recently  sold  by 
the  English  government.  I  inclose  yon,  marked  No.  1,  a  slip  from  the 
London  Times  of  November  30,  referring  to  the  sale  and  fitting  out  of 
this  vessel. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.*  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stale, 


[From  London  Times  of  November  IW,  1863.] 

The  screw  gun-vessel  Victor,  recently  purchased  from  the  admiralty, 
has,  as  had  been  expected,  ])assed  into  the  hands  of  the  agents  for  the 
confederate  government.  The  Victor  was  formerly  attached  to  the 
Chatliam  steam  reserve,  and  on  being  sold  by  the  admiralty,  was  per- 
mitted to  undergo  some  repairs  under  the  superintendence  of  the  dock 
yard  officials.  It  was  stated  that  she  was  intended  for  the  China  trade, 
and  she  was  ostensibly  fitted  with  that  view,  while  her  name  was 
changed  to  the  Scylla,  of  London.  Several  suspicious  circumstances, 
however,  occurred,  and  the  dock  yard  officials  felt  it  their  duty  to  make 
a  report  to  the  admiralty.  The  result  was,  the  receipt  of  an  order  at 
Sheerness  directing  her  to  be  stopped.  The  order,  however,  arrived  a 
few  hours  too  late.  Those  in  charge  of  the  vessel  evidently  susjiected 
the  intentions  of  the  government,  and  had  her  taken  out  of  the  harbor 
a  few  nights  since.  She  immediately  afterwards  hoisted  the  confederate 
flag,  and  she  now  sails  under  the  name  of  the  liappahannock.  Her 
burden  is  So^J  tons,  and  she  is  pierced  to  carry  six  guns.  She  is  of  350 
hor8e-i)ower,  but  owing  to  some  defects  in  the  construction  of  her 
engines  and  machinery,  her  rate  of  steaming  was  never  very  high,  which 
was  the  principal  reason  for  the  admiralty  directing  her  to  be  sold.  On 
leaving  the  Nore,  tlie  Rappaliannock  sailed  direct  for  Calais  harbor, 
which  she  entered  as  a  confedemte  privateer,  iis  stated  in  the  Times  of 
Saturday.  A  special  report  has  been  made  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty 
of  the  circumstances  under  which  she  left  Sheerness  dock  yard.  The 
customs  authorities  at  Calais  have  received  instructions  to  allow  the 
Bappahannock  to  leave  whenever  her  captain  pleases. 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  547.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LondoHj  December  3,  ISO:^. 

Sir:  Dispatches  have  been  received  at  tlie  legation  from  the  dqum 
ment,  imnibered  750  to  701,  inclusive,  to^jetlier  with  a  note  (hited  tk 
14th  of  >^)veniber,  rehiting  to  tlie  discliarge  of  Mr.  Singleton's  son,  uiid 
another  of  the  10th,  marked  "private.^ 

1  have  taken  the  necessary  measures  to  obtain  aconfereuce  witbLonl 
Kussell  on  the  subjects  referred  to  in  Nos.  759,  700,  and  701.  On  reliec 
tion,  I  prefer  to  adopt  this  course,  in  the  first  i)lace,  rather  than  that  by 
writing,  more  esjjecially  as  another  subject  has  arisen,  having  an  inti- 
mate relation  to  the  main  (pu^stion  in  agitation,  and  not  unlikely  to  affect 
the  decision  to  which  the  British  government  will  ultimately  coine. 

It  is  now  more  than  a  fortnight  since  I  received  private  ami  contiilfii 
tial  advic(»s  from  a  person  at  Sheerness,  that  one  of  several  war  sti*am- 
ers,  which  had  been  lately  sold  by  the  British  government,  was  n»inain 
ing  at  that  i)lace,  refitting,  und(»r  the  direction  of  persons  connetted 
with  the  roval  dock  vards,  in  a  manner  which  created  in  him  iLStivn^r 
Busj)i(;ion  that  she  was  intended  for  an  illegal  purpose.  The  comiimni- 
cation  was  of  a  kind  that  I  could  not  use  in  any  official  way;  bnt  lc<m- 
ferred  with  Mr.  Morse  on  the  subject,  and  with  his  aid  i>r<K*ured  other 
information,  strongly  confirming  the  idea  that  the  vessel  was  intendoilfor 
the  rebels,  though  nothing  of  a  kind  imsitive  enough  tobasc»  any  repnv 
mentation  upon  to  the  British  government.  It  is  not  improbable  that 
the  parties  concerned  got  wind  of  the  inquiries  that  were  makin;;,  for 
they  suddenly  detcMinined  upon  j)ushing  the  vessel  out  of  the  harlwr,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  she  was  by  no  means  prepared  for  Si*a,  and  had  no 
adequate^  force  to  man  her;  indeed,  the  workmen  engaged  in  retittinj: 
here  were  actually  carried  out,  and  weie  found  still  busy  when  she  was 
brought  to  at  Calais,  on  the  other  side  of  the  channel.  Here  the  rfbel 
flag  was  hoisted  at  on(;(%  and  the  vessel  christened  the  Rapimlian- 
nock,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  thv  recognition  of  the  Fn*ncli  gov- 
ernment. A  number  of  officers  and  men  were  also  then  put  on  l>oanl. 
sufficient  to  constitute  an  appearance  of  a  crew.  The  trick  has  auc- 
ceed(Ml  thus  far,  but  the  vessel  is  as  yet  entirely  unfit  for  sea,  and  will 
need  much  time  and  contrivance  to  secure  an  equipment,  manning,  and 
armanuMit.  Had  the  government  of  the  United  States  a  suitable  naval 
force*  in  Enropean  waters  she  could  scarcely  hope  to  escai>e  capture, 
together  with  the  tenders  the  Harriet  Pinckney  and  the  Agrippina, 
which  are  evidently  ndied  on  to  cromplete  the  operation :  as  it  is,  the 
chances  are  rather  in  her  favor. 

Although  entirely  without  any  technical  evidence  upon  which  to  rwt 
a  remonstrance,  I  considered  the  case  so  i)eculiar  as  to  justify  nie  in 
making  a  representation  to  the  British  government,  merely  on  the 
strength  of  a  statement  cf  facts  presented  by  Mr.  Morse.  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  copies  of  my  note  to  Lord  Russell  of  the  28th,  and  of 
Mr.  IMorse's  letter  to  me  of  tlie  same  dates.  A  copy  of  the  reply  of  hw 
lordship  on  the  30th  accomi)anies  them. 

I  have  confidential  information,  but  which  I  cannot  use,  that  leads 
me  to  believe  that  high  officers  of  the  navy,  attached  to  the  yjird  at 
Sheerness,  have  been  privy  to  this  fraud.  If  the  government  is  faith- 
ful touits  duty  of  investigation,  this  cannot  fail  to  appear.  From  the 
tone  of  the  leader  in  Wednesday's  Times  on  the  subject,  a  copy  of  which 
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« 

I  transmit,  I  infer  that  some  action  or  other  against  the  rebel  agents 
cont€mphited. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  ^waud, 

Mcretary  of  State. 

FDispatch  No,  701,  above  referred  to,  is  printed  under  the  head 
**Kiiforeement  of  Neutrality,"  "General   Subject,"  Vol.  I,  p.  007;  and 
dispiitch  No.  070  will  be  found  under  "  Enibrcement  of  Neutrality,''  sub- 
division "Amendment  of  Laws,"  Vol.  I,  p.  075.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  November  28, 1863. 

Mr.  Adams,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States,  i)resents  his  compliments  to  the  Rifjht  Hon.  Earl  Russell, 
her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  aiiairs,  and  it  is 
'with  great  regret  that  he  feels  compelled  to  call  his  lordship's  attention 
■fco  another  instance  of  the  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  her  Majesty's 
territorj'  by  the  agents  of  the  insurgents  of  the  United  States.  The 
Bnbstance  of  the  information  which  Mr.  Adams  has  received  will  be 
lound  in  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Freeman  H.  Morse,  consul  of  the  United 
States  for  this  ])ort,  a  copy  of  which  he  has  the  honor  to  submit  to  his 
lordship's  consideration. 

It  appears  that  the  vessel,  which  has  gone  out  in  an  unfinished  state 
from  Sheerness,  is  one  which  has  lately  been  sold  from  her  Majesty's 
navy.  She  is  not  yet  in  a  condition  to  go  to  sea,  being  neither  armed 
nor  manned.  Mr.  Adams  hopes  that  it  is  not  true  that  any  of  the  peo- 
ple in  her  Majesty's  emi)loy  have  been  engaged  in  the  work  of  fitting 
her  out.  He  has  the  strongest  reasons  for  believing  that  two  vessels 
which  have  just  put  into  Plymouth,  one  a  steamer  called  the  Harriet 
Pinckney,  the  other  a  sailing  vessel  called  the  bark  Agrippina,  may  be 
charged  with  the  materials  for  the  ai*mament,  and  possibly  with  a  por- 
tion of  the  crews. 

Mr.  Adams  will  probably  be  able  to  obtain  further  and  more  exact 
information  in  a  day  or  two.  In  the  meanwhile  he  has  thought  it  be«t 
to  lose  no  time  in  making  a  representation.  Not  doubting  the  disposi- 
tion of  her  Majesty's  government  to  do  justiiie  in  the  premises,  as  well 
iu  the  rectification  of  any  abuses  that  may  have  been  committed  by  i)er- 
sons  in  her  Majesty's  service  as  in  the  prevention  of  the  ultimate  suc- 
cess of  this  audacious  enterprise,  Mr.  Adams  prays  Earl  Russell  to 
accept  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

London^  November  28, 1863. 

BtR:  The  confederate  steamer  Rappahannock,  reported  this  mQming 
at  Calais,  France,  was  her  Majesty's  steamer  Victor,  recently  sold  out  of 
the  government  service.     She  has  until  recently  been  at  Sheerness, 
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opposite  the  governinent  dock  yard,  and  has  been  prepared  for  sea,  aid 
for  active  service,  so  far  as  she  was  prepared,  when  siie  left  suddenly  at 
midnight,  by  hiborers  many  of  whom  were  employed  at  tlie  government 
dock  yard  at  that  place.  A  paity  of  riggers  was  on  board  when  she  left, 
at  work  on  her.  Her  rigging  was  not  then  ratte<l  down.  These  riggere 
were  from  the  government  yard,  and  I  am  inforiAd  that  these  men  were 
selected  and  sent  oft*  to  the  Victor  by  tlie  master  rigger  at  the  dock. 
Also  that  the  masts  of  her  Majesty's  ship  Cuml)erland  were  used  as 
shears  to  set  the  masts  of  the  Victor,  then  called  the  Scrylla,  and  now 
the  Rappahannock,  and  that  otlier  petty  ofilcers  at  the  government  yard 
have  been  employed  to  engage  men  and  render  other  service  to  th» 
privateer.  In  fact,  that  she  was  being  prepared  for  service*  with  the 
greatest  secrecy  and  dispatch,  as  a  confederate  privateer,  under  the 
cover  and  protection  which  her  former  ownership,  proximity  to  the 
yard  while  being  fittcnl  out,  and  the  employment  of  hands  from  the 
yard,  threw  around  her. 

She  went  off  in  quite  an  incomplete  state,  and  would  not  have  gone 
for  some  days  but  for  the  fact  that  the  government  here,  as  is  suppc^ed, 
became  suspicious  from  some  cause  that  nmterials  from  the  yaitl  had 
been  used  in  repairing  and  fitting  her,  and  ordered  a  searcdi  to  ascertain 
the  tnith  of  the  story.  In  a  few  hours  after,  she  left  suddenly,  near 
midnight  on  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  the  25th  instant,  in  tow  of 
the  tug-boat  Bull  Dog.  She  came  to  anchor  near  the  Tongue  light,  lay 
there  a  short  time,  and  then  went  to  Calais. 

The  above  facts,  with  many  others  of  equal  imiK>rtauce,  I  expect  to 
make  good  by  sworn  afiidavits,  from  responsible  men,  and  will  do  so  aa 
soon  as  possible. 

I  do  not  mean  to  intimate  by  anything  said  above  that  the  British 
government,  or  any  ofllcer  of  position  connected  with  it,  had  any  wi^i- 
cion  that  they  were  selling  a  government  war  ship  into  the  confederate 
service,  and  lending  one  of  their  dock  yards  as  a  pi*otection  to  tit  her  oat 
as  privateer  to  be  used  against  our  commerce.  1  think  they  have  been 
deceived  by  agents  of  the  confederates,  and  will  be  ready  and  anxious 
to  act  with  more  than  their  usual  energy  to  remedy  the  evil. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MORSE, 

United  States  ConnL 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ctr.,  cfcc,  c&c. 


JUarJ  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  November  30, 1863. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note,  dated 
the  28th  instant,  but  which  was  only  delivered  at  the  Foreign  Office  a 
few  minutes  before  4  o'lock  on  the  Ibllowing  day,  Sunday,  respecting 
the  case  of  a  vessel  described  in  the  letter  from  the  United  States  con- 
sul in  London,  inclosed  in  your  note,  as  the  confederate  steamer  Bappa- 
hannock,  formerly  her  Majesty's  ship  Victor,  recently  sold  out  of  the 
government  service;  and  calling  attention  also  to  two  vessels  named 
the  Harriet  Pinckney  and  the  Agrippirta,  which  have  put  into  Plymoath, 
and  which  you  believed  may  be  charged  with  the  materials  for  the  am- 
amenj^  of  the  Rappahannock,  and  possibly  with  a  portion  of  the  crelr. 

I  have  to  acquaint  you  that  the  attention  of  the  proper  daputnenief 
her  Majesty's  government  has  been  directed,  witiioat  loss  of  tfaM.  tolht 
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statements  made  by  you,  aud  by  the  XJnitod  States  consul,  in  tbis  mat- 
ter ;  and  Lord  Russeil  bas  no  doubt  tbat  immediate  steps  will  be  taken 
to  verify  the  trutb  of  these  statements. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  witb  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Ghables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dtc^  <£<?.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

Ho.  554.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  December  11,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  my  note  to  Lord  Kussell  cover- 
ing some  depositions  sent  me  by  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  for  this  place,  in 
the  case  of  the  steamer  Victor ;  his  lordship  has  acknowledged  the  same. 
Copies  of  all  these  papers  are  subjoined.    I  have  just  received  another 
deposition  on  the  same  subject,  which  I  propose  to  send  in  at  once. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RttsselL 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  December  5, 1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Morse,  consul  of  the  United  States  at  this  place, 
and  copies  of  the  depositions  of  William  Wynn,  Joseph  Murray,  Thomas 
Kelly,  Henry  Barraclough,  and  James  Tucker,  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
ceedings in  connection  with  the  fitting  out  of  the  steamer  Victor  at  Sheer- 
ness,  for  the  use  of  the  insurgents  of  the  United  States,  aud  the  enlist- 
ment of  men  for  service  in  that  vessel. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c.,  &c., 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  &e.,  &c.,  dtc. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adams, 

United  States  Consulate, 

London,  December  2,  18G3. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  inclose  the  affida>it8  of  William  Wynn,  Joseph  Mur- 
ray, and  Thomas  Kelley,  in  reference  to  the  confederate  steamer  Rap- 
pahannock, now  in  the  port  of  Calais,  France.  They  show  very  conclu- 
sively that  she  is  a  rebel  privateer;  that  she  escaped  from  an  English  port 
in  an  unfinished  state,  and  is  now  completing  her  repairs  and  outfits  in 
a  French  port,  and  where  and  who  engaged  the  crew  to  go  in  her.  Other 
affidavits,  showing  other  features  of  the  case,  will  be  sent  to  you  in  a 
dioFt  time. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MORSE,  Go^niL 
Hon.  Ohablbs  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister. 


730  REBEL   CRUISERS. 

Deposition  of  William  Wynn. 

I,  William  Wynn,  boarding-house  keeper,  at  present  residing  at  22 
Lower  Berner's  street,  Commercial  Hoad  East,  do  hereby  truly,  sin- 
cerely, and  solemnly  swear,  that  a  boarder,  named  Charles  Bennett, 
informed  nn^  that  he  had  sliipped  on  board  a  ship  to  run  the  blockade. 
Not  liking  the  advance  note,  I  applied  to  the  brokei-'s,  Kobert  Gordon 
Coleman.  No.  28  Clement's  lane,  Lombard  street,  respecting  it^  They 
satisfied  me  tlmt  it  would  be  paid,  and  requested  me  to  procure  eleven 
seamen  for  the  same  ship,  which,  on  the  20th  of  November,  I  suppUed, 
and  they  weut  to  the  railway'  station,  at  London  Bridge,  to  meet  a  per- 
son calling  himself  Captain  Brown,  whom  1  first  met  at  the  brokers, 
Robert  Gordon  Coleman,  and  tickets  were  purchased  by  the  so-called 
Captain  Brown,  for  Calais,  for  them,  (the  men,)  with  about  twenty-eight 
to  thirty  others,  on  Friday  evening,  the  27th  of  November.  The  men  I 
supplied  were  to  receive  £3  15s.  per  month,  in  a  ship  called  the  Scylla 
or  Stella,  (pro  tem.,)  captain's  name  Anson,  (pro  tern.)  The  seamen, 
Joseph  Murray  and  Thomas  Kelley,  were  two  of  the  eleven ;  Charles 
Bennett,  named  above,  is  still  on  board.  The  men  were  shipped  to  join 
the  ship  in  the  Downs  for  a  voyage  to  Jamaica. 

WILLLIM  WON. 

Sworn  at  my  office.  No.  5  White  Hart  Court,  Lombard  street,  ui  the 
city  of  London,  this  2d  day  of  December,  1863,  before  me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery, 


Deposition  of  Joseph  Murray  and  Thomas  Kelly. 

We,  Joseph  Murray,  at  present  residing  at  Mr.  W.  Wynn's,  22  Lower 
Berner's  street.  Commercial  lioad  East,  and  Tliomas  Kelly,  at  present 
residing  at  Mr.  Wjitirs's,  13  Ellen  strcHit,  back  Church  lane,  do  hereby 
truly,  sincerely,  and  solemnly  swear,  that  we  were  taken  on  Thursday, 
the  28tli  of  November  last,  by  Mr.  Wynn,  to  No.  28  Clement's  lane,  and 
there  introduced  to  a  gentleman  ciilled  Captain  Brown,  who  engaged  us 
for  a  shi])  lying  in  the  Downs,  named  Scylla  or  Stella,  for  a  voyage  to 
St.  Thomas  or  Jamaica,  for  twelve  months,  at  £3  15«.  a  mouth ;  but  it 
w^as  understood  that,  after  we  were  on  board,  a  new  arrangement  was 
to  be  made,  and  articles  signed.  We  were  told  that  the  ship  was  an 
English  ship  going  to  run  the  blockade.  On  Friday  evening,  tbe27tfa 
instant,  we  went  to  the  railway  station,  London  Bridge,  and  were  sent 
to  Dover,  with  others,  about  forty  in  all.  Upon  arrival  at  Dover  the 
so-called  Captain  Brown,  and  a  gentlennui  called  the  owner,  sent  us  to 
an  hotel,  and  in  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  November  we  went  to  Odais 
in  the  packet.  Upon  arrival  at  Calais  we  went  on  board  a  ship  thei 
called  the  Eappahannock,  and  we  were  called  afb,  and  the  captain  on 
board  said  that  he  was  surprised  that  they  (the  men)  should  have  beet 
sent  down,  as  he  would  not  be  ready  for  a  ibrtnight.  and  that  he  kal 
ordered  Captain  Brown  to  send  him  down  one  hundred  able-bocUed  BMiy 
and  that  he  did  not  wish  that  the  men  should  come  cm  board  in  the  hn- 
bor,  but  had  intended  to  have  taken  them  o£f  the  packet  before  she Vri 
arrived,  and  that  the  ship  wa«  not  in  a  condition  to  reoelTe  tiie  erew^M 
the  ship  was  undergoing  repairs  before  going  to  aea^    The  captada  «■ 
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board  in  command,  when  be  called  us  aft  the  first  time,  said  to  us: 
"Now  you  men  know  what  you  are  engaged  to  do.  .  Y^ou  are  now  on 
your  own  ho(»k,  and  whatever  i)lunder  you  can  make  at  sea  the  better 
for  you.  You  are  now  going  privateering,  the  same  as  the  Alabama  and 
the  Florida.  You  men  are  going  to  fight  for  money,  and  I  am  going  to 
fight  for  glory."  Words  to  this  eft'ect  were  repeated  several  times.  As 
he  saw  that  most  of  us  were  discontented,  we  objected  to  stay  by  her, 
and  he  said,  he  (the  captain)  only  witched  that  he  hnd  us  at  sea,  and  he 
would  show  US  what  discontent  was.  After  several  conversations,  the 
master  said  he  would  not  take  the  discontented  ones,  and  that  all  that 
wished  to  leave  might  go.  This  was  on  Monday  last,  the  30th  of  No- 
vember, and  at  2  a.  m.,  the  Ist  of  December,  twenty-one  of  us  were  sent 
back  to  London. 

JOSEPH  MURliAY. 

THOMAS  +  KELLY. 

mark. 

Witness  to  the  mark  of  Thomas  Kelly — 
Joshua  Nunn. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent,  Jose])h  Murray,  at  my  office,  No.  5  White 
Bart  Court,  Lombard  street,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  2d  day  of  De- 
^mber,  18G3,  before  me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 
A  London  Comviissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Cliancery. 

Swoni  by  the  deponent,  Thomas  Kelly,  at  No.  5  White  Hart  Court, 
Lombard  street,  in  the  cily  of  London,  this  2d  day  of  December,  1863, 
the  witness  to  the  mark  of  the  deponent  being  first  sworn  that  he  had 
trulv,  distinctlv,  and  audiblv  read  over  the  contents  of  the  above  affida- 
vit  to  the  said  deponent,  and  that  he  saw  him  make  his  mark  thereto ; 
before  me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDllEW, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 


Affidavit  of  Henry  Barracloxigh, 

J,  Henry  Barraclough,  of  King's  Head  alley,  Sheerness,  fireman  and 
boiler-maker,  late  in  her  Majesty's  dock  yard,  Sheerness,  do  hereby  sol- 
emnly swear,  that  about  two  months  since  I  and  others  heard  hands 
were  wanted  for  the  Scylla,  of  London,  late  her  Majesty's  steamer  Vic- 
tor. I  went  to  Mr.  Knmble,  the  chief  inspector  of  machinery  afloat.  He 
promised  to  speak  for  me  to  the  mate  of  the  Scylla,  Mr.  Kamsey.  I  saw 
Mr.  Ramsey  near  the  Fountain  Hotel  last  Tuesday  week  in  the  morning; 
be  said  to  me,  "  Mr.  Rumble  has  been  speaking  to  me  about  you,"  and 
said,  "  if  you  come  on  board  at  one  o'clock  this  afternoon  I  will  ship  you." 
I  did  go  on  board,  and  he  said,  "Here  you  are,  my  lad;"  I  said  *^  Yes," 
and  he  said,  "  I  will  ship  you  as  a  fireman  at  £8  per  month  for  the  trial 
trip,  which  is  not  to  exceed  fourteen  days;  but  it  may  be  only  three 
days,  and  I  will  send  you  home  at  the  ownei''s  expense  to  Sheerness  in 
case  you  do  not  like  to  ship  for  voyage,  or  our  articles."  I  said,  "  Very 
well*;"  and  he  told  me  to  go  forward  and  tell  the  cook  to  give  me  any- 
thing to  eat  there  was  on  board.  I  remained  on  board  until  I  landed  in 
Calais  on  Friday  last.     There  were  hammocks,  blankets,  and  bedding 
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provided  for  the  crew.    On  Tuesday  week  ni^ht  we  left  about  midnight 
The  Scylla  was  anchored  off  Westminster.    The  mate  i^ve  the  order  to 
weigh  anchor,  which  was  done.     Mr.  Kees,  the  master  rigger,  was  oi 
board,  but  he  k^ft  in  the  tug  when  we  had  been  about  three  hours  it 
sea;  thereibre  he  did  not  go  to  Calais  Avith  us.    I  have  received  all  tbe 
money  due  me,  am  satisfied  with  the  treatment  I  received.    Wlien  I  was 
called  (on  board  by  the  captain)  aft  to  sign  articles,  he  told  us  all  tint 
the  ship  was  a  confederate  man  of- war ;  that  the  same  rules  would  be 
observed  as  in  any  other  regular  nmn-of-war,  but  the  lash  would  not  be 
used. 

In  my  opinion  she  is  as  good  a  ship  as  any  I  ever  worked  upon  in  hff 
Majesty's  service,  but  the  boilers  are  out  of  repair.  The  riggers  od 
board  were  working  in  the  dock  yard,  and  had  leave  of  absence,  which 
was  sanctioned  by  the  captain  of  the  yard.  The  ship  left  Sheemess  veiy 
suddenly,  and  no  guns  or  munitions  of  war  were  received  on  board  in 
the  Downs. 

HENRY  BARRACLOUGR 

Sworn  at  my  office.  No.  5  White  Hart  Court,  Lombard  street^  in  the 
city  of  London,  this  3d  day  of  December,  1863,  before  me, 

JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 
A  London  CommUsioner  to  Administer  Oaths^  dte. 


Deposition  of  James  Tucker. 

I,  James  Tucker,  of  King's  Head  alley,  Sheernesa,  do  solemnly  swear 
that  I  was  i>re8ent  with  Henry  B«irraclough  during  the  whole  time  he 
remained  on  board  the  steamship  Scylla,  late  her  Majesty's  steamer  Vw- 
tor,  and  I  do  hereby  swear  to  the  truth  of  the  above  affida\it  of  Heniy 
Barraclough  in  every  particular.  I  am  well  satisfied  with  the  treatment 
I  received ;  have  been  paid ;  and  have  no  objection  to  go  in  the  ship. 

JAMES  TUCKER. 

Sworn  at  my  office.  No.  5  White  Hart  Court,  Lombanl  street,  ia  the 
city  of  London,  this  3d  day  of  December,  1863,  before  me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oatks^  Jbc 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  December  5, 18(3. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  day^s  date,  transmitting  copies  of  depositions  relative  to  the  fittioK 
out  of  the  steamer  Victor,  otherwise  Rappahannock,  at  Sheemem;  and 
I  have  to  stiite  to  you  that  the  same  shall  be  considered  by  her  M%jea^ 
government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  conaideratioii,  sir,  year 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

BUBSEU^ 

Chables  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  <£o.,  dte.,  dfo. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Ho.  558,]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londatij  December  17, 18C3. 

Bib  :  I  continue  to  send  to  Lord  Kussell  siicb  papers  as  are  furnished 
to  me,  showing  the  character  of  the  singular  proceeding  at  Sheeme^ns. 
1  have  nowto  transmit  copies  of  my  notes  of  the  12th  and  the  16th,  with 
tlieir  inclosurea.  I  have  very  little  doubt  of  the  complicity  of  the  higher 
anthorities  in  the  dock  yard,  as  well  in  the  outfit  as  in  the  escape  of  the 
Victor. 

I  have  likewise  sent  to  Mr.  Dayton  copies  of  the  papers  inclosed  in 
fboee  notes.  They  serve  to  show  the  equivocal  character  of  the  steamer, 
wMch  the  French  government  seems  rather  precipitately  to  have  recog- 
Hissed. 

I  likewise  transigit  a  copy  of  a  note  received  from  Lord  Bussell  last 
eveniag,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  28th  ultimo,  and  of  the  5th  instant.  I 
ihave  reason  to  believe  that  some  rather  stringent  action  is  in  contem- 
l^ation  against  these  rebel  enterprises,  but  I  have  no  idea  what  it  is  to 
be. 

I  learn  that  the  whole  of  the  cargo  of  one  of  the  vessels  reported  to 
liave  been  destroyed  by  the  Alabama  in  the  east  is  British  property,  and 
insured  in  London  for  fifteen  thousand  x)ounds. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  December  12, 1803. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  copy  of  another  deposi- 
tion, furnished  to  me  by  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at 
liondou,  going  to  show  the  nature  of  the  proceedings  that  have  taken 
place  at  Sheerness,  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  her  Majesty's  steam- 
ship Victor. 

1  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  (£c.,  (£*c.,  &c. 


Deposition  of  Ricliard  Spendiff. 

I,  Richard  Spendiff,  of  Brightman's  Court,  Mile  Town,  Sheerness,  do 
hereby,  truly,  sincerely,  and  solemnly  swear  that  I  am  a  laborer,  and  on 
Tuesday,  the  24th  November  last,  in  company  with  a  man  named  Ma- 
ioney,  went  to  see  Mr.  Rumble,  (having  previously  seen  him  about 
going  to  work  on  board  the  Scylla,)  and  got  a  note  from  him  (Mr.  Rum- 
file)  to  an  ofiicer  on  board.    1  went  on  board  the  Scylla,  late  her  Majesty's 
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steamship  Victor,  in  Sbeerness  harbor,  aud  saw  the  captain,  a  peniA 
who  a<;ted  as  agent,  and  Mr.  Rumble,  in  the  cabin.  They  offered  meand 
others  £0  for  the  trial  trip,  which  we  refused.  Mr.  Rumble  said  he  thougbt 
it  was  quite  enough  ;  but  we  wanted  £8.  Tliis  they  ap^ed  to  give  eaA 
of  us,  and  £1  5s.  Or/,  cash  to  pay  our  fares  home.  We  then  signeil  ao 
agreement  to  go,  I  as  leading  stoker.  We  did  not  exi>ect  to  go  for  some 
days,  but  in  consequence  of  something  that  occurred  we  went  to  sea 
that  night,*  and  arrived  at  Calais  Wednesday  night,  and  went  into  liar- 
l)or  the  next  day,  Thursday,  the  20th  November.  Soon  after  we  left 
Sheeruess  the  sbip's  name  was  painted  out  of  her  stern.  ITer  Majesty's 
steamship  Victor,  while  in  ordinary,  used  to  lie  at  her  moorings  on  the 
west  shore,  Slieerness  harbor.  After  she  was  sold  she  went  into  the 
basin  in  the  dock  yard,  and  was  calked  all  over  except  her  lower  deck. 
This  took  about  ten  days.  She  then  wentbaek  to  her  old  moorings,  and 
remained  several  days;  then  she  went  alongside  her  Majesty's  ship  Cum- 
berland, aud  on  Saturday,  the  lilst  November,  had  l^er  lower  masts  put 
in  from  off  that  ship,  (the  Cumberland.)  She  went  to  another  part  of 
the  harbor  off  a  i)lace  called  Westminster.  This  was  more  conveuient 
for  the  dock  yard  men  to  go  to  and  fro.  Some  of  her  stores,  rig;jin^, 
provisions,  &c.,  were  i)ut  on  board  from  sailing  barks  from  Londoiif  33 
well  as  her  coals,  one  hundred  a!ul  fifty  tons,  or  thereabouts,  which  we 
stowed  in  her  bunkers.  The  water  (two  (jasks)  was  put  on  board  from 
the  dock  yard  sjiiling  tank  about  1  or  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  as  we 
sailed  at  night.  The  Victor,  or  Scylha,  had  six  boilei*s.  Only  five 
of  them  could  be  used  when  we  left,  and  on  the  run  two  others  bn)ke 
down,  so  that  we  had  three  useless,  viz.,  the  high  and  low  port,  and  the 
high  starboard  boiler.  When  we  left  her  the  only  boilers  in  workingorder 
w^as  the  lighting  ones.  The  magazine  was  in  good  condition,  ha^iiifT 
been  rei)aired  since  she  was  sold.  The  eyebolts  to  work  her  broadside 
guns  w(»rc  in.  ller  lower  masts  were  not  wedged  after  having  been  put 
in  from  the  Cumberland ;  her  standing  rigging  was  on  and  set  up,  bat 
not  ratted  down.  She  had  no  sails  bent  when  she  left  the  iK)rt  of  Sheer- 
uess. She  liiul  about  eight  riggers  from  the  dock  yard  at  work  on  her 
rigging.  These  men  continued  to  work  on  her  rigghig  during  her  run 
to  and  after  her  arrival  at  Calais.  Mr.  Ilee8,the  master  rigger  of  Slieer- 
ness dock  yard,  was  on  board  when  we  left  Slieerness,  but  returned  in 
the  tug.  When  she  left  Sheeniess  she  was  prepared  to  sling  hamnaoeks 
for  about  one  hundred  <and  fitly  men,  the  hammock  hooks  being  in  their 
places  and  the  hammocks  on  board.  The  bedding  for  the  same  number 
of  hammocks,  with  blankets,  and  remaining  part  of  her  stores,  was  pat 
on  board  from  the  tug-boat  that  towed  her  to  sea,  after  leaving  Sbeer- 
ness, coming  alongside  for  that  purpose.  There  was  no  water  on  board 
for  a  voyag(»,  only  the  two  casks  before  named.  When  we  left  Slieer- 
ness 1  consider  (with  my  experience  of  seventeen  years  in  the  navy)  she 
was  not  in  a  lit  state  to  go  to  sea.  When  we  arrived  at  Calais  a 
new  captain  came  on  board,  who  told  us  he  had  been  chief  mate  of  the 
Alabama.  He  ordered  all  hands  up  and  asked  ns  if  we  would  enter  the 
confederate  service.  He  said  he  would  give  each  a  bounty  of  £10,  be- 
si(h^s  £S  per  month,  if  we  would  sign  articles  for  twelve  months.  He 
said  the  ship  was  a  confederate  man-of-war.  She  was  to  have  eif^ht 
guns  and  was  to  go  to  the  Downs,  and  then  to  the  north  of  Ireland,  but 
that  we  might  have  to  fight  the  American  cruisers,  as  there  were  three 
of  them  outside  the  harbor  waiting  to  catch  us,  and  we  shoald  hsve  to 
light  or  run.  He  said  his  ship,  the  Bappahaunock>  was  to  cmiae  the 
same  as  the  Alabama  and  Florida,  and  that  we  were  to  cmise  for  priie 
money.    On  the  l&t  December  eight  boiler-makers  went  over  to  Cafaus 
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firom  the  dock  yard  to  work  on  boanl  the  ship.  There  were  some  men 
working  on  board  the  Scyll^  as  stokers  before  I  joined  her.  They  came 
firom  Woolwich.    I  do  not  know  their  names. 

bin 

RICHARD  +  SPENDIFF. 

mark. 

Witness  to  the  mark  of  Richard  Spendiff : 

Joshua  Nunn.  *' 

Sworn  by  the  deponent,  Richard  Si>endift*,  at  my  office,  No.  11  Birchen 
lane,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  8th  day  of  December,  1863,  the  wit- 
ness to  the  mark  of  the  deponent  being  lirst  sworn  that  he  had  truly, 
distinctly,  and  audibly  read  over  the  contents  of  the  above  affidavit  of 
the  said  deponent,  and  that  he  saw  him  make  his  mark  thereto.  Before 
me. 

WM.  MURRAY, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  December  10,  18C3. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  (consideration  a  copy 
of  an  extract  from  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  IMorse,  the  consul  of 
tlie  United  States  at  Ijondon,  together  with  an  official  copy  of  a  i)ai)er 
which  appears  to  prove  that  the  vessel  which  escaped  from  Sheemess 
the  other  day,  and  now  goes  under  the  name  of  the  Rappahannock  at 
Calais,  is  actually  owned  and  held  by  Robert  Gordon  Coleman,  a  British 
subject,  doing  business  at  No.  28  Clement's  lane. 

I  trust  1  need  i)ot  point  out  to  your  lordship  that  this  i)roceeding  in- 
volves either  a  gross  fraud,  or  a  case  of  hostile  equipment  attempted  by 
one  of  her  MajCvSty's  subjects.  In  either  instance  I  cannot  iHjrmit  myself 
to  doubt  that  her  Majesty's  government  will  take  suitable  measures  to 
sustain  the  neutrality  of  the  country  against  violation. 

T  pniy  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS, 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  cfcc,  <feo.,  <£t. 


^ 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

London,  December  15,  18C3. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  forward  to  you  an  official  copy  of  the  register  of  the 
privateer  Scylla,  or  Rappahannock.  You  will  notice  that  she  stands 
this  day  registered  at  the  ]>roper  department  of  the  English  revenue 
service  as  a  British  ship.  There  has  been  no  legal  transfer,  and  the 
legal  ownership  at  3  o'clock  this  day  was  in  Robert  Gordon  Coleman, 
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'No.  28  Clement's  lane,  London.    80  far,  then,  as  the  true  ownership k 
shown  by  the  pai>ers  required  to  make  a  legal  transfer,  she  is  a  firitiA 

privateer  under  the  rebel  flag. 

•  ••••••  •• 

English  boiler-makers  from  Sheerness,  and  other  mechanics,  are  stiU 
at  work  fitting  her  out,  and  seamen  are  almost  daily  sent  to  her  from 
this  country  in  small  numbers  at  a  time. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MORSE,  ComuL 
Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister  at  London. 


Form  No.  219. 

Copy  register  for  transmission  to  chief  registrar  of  shipping. 

Official  No.  of  ship 48554.        Name  of  ship,  Scylla. 

Port  No.  448.  Port  of  registry,  London.  British  or  foreign  built — ^British. 

Whether  a  sailing  or  steam-  )    -^^       Where  built— in  the     v,^    1^^. 
ship;  if  steam,  how  pro-  >  anr^Ttr'      river  Thames,  for  ^^-^    ^ 

peUed.  ^  screw.       H.M. government.  ^^^• 

No.,  date,  and  port  of  previous  registry,  (if  any.) 


No.  of  decks one. 

No.  of  masts three. 

Rigged bark. 

Stern square. 


Build carveL 

Gallery none. 

Head woman  figure. 

Framework wood. 


Tonn4ige. 

Tonnage  under  tonnage  deck 629.11 

Closed-in  spaces  above  the  tonnage  deck,  if  any,  viz :  space  or 

spaces  between  decks. 
Poop. 
Bound-house. 

Other  inclosexl  spaces,  (if  any,)  naming  them.  

829J1 
Deduct  allowance  for  propelling  power 296.56 

Register  tonnage 232.55 

Measurements. 

■ 

Length  from  the  fore  part  of  the  stem,  under  the  bowsprit,  to  the  aft 
side  of  the  head  of  the  stern-post,  192  feet  7-lOths. 
Main  breadth  to  outside  of  plank,  29  feet  6-lOths. 
Depth  in  hold  from  tonnage  deck  to  ceiling,  at  midships,  14  feet  l-19th. 

Additional  particulars  for  steamers. 

Deduction  for  space  required  for  propelling  power 2MM 

Length  of  engine-room,  (if  measured,)  73  feet  4-10tli8. 

No.  of  engines,  2. 

Combined  power,  estimated  horse-power,  350. 
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ITameSj  residence^  and  description  of  tlie  oicnerSy  and  number  of  sixty-fourth 

shares  held  by  each  owner. 

Kobert  Gordon  Coleman,  of  28  Clement's  lane,  in  the  city  of  London, 
merchant,  04  shares. 

Dated  November  6, 18C3. 

EDWAKD  SHEPPARD,  Registrar. 

N.  B. — To  be  addressed  in  an  envelope  to  the  chief  registrar  of  ship- 
ping, custom  house,  London. 

1  Rm.  3  I  63— 11.  &  S.  592. 

I^o.  219. — Copy  of  register  for  transmission  to  chief  registrar  of  shipping. 
References  to  transactions.  Changes  of  masters. 

(Issued  December  17,  18^3.) 

1  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  copy  of  certificate  of  registry  to  be  a 
true  copy. 

H.  MAYO,  Registrar  General. 

General  Register  and  Record  Office  op 

Seamen  and  Shipping,  London,  December  17, 18C3. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  December  16, 1863. 

Sir:  The  circumstances  connected  with  the  sale  and  subsequent  re- 
moval from  Sheemess  of  the  vessel  now  called  the  Rappahannock,  but 
formerly  her  Majesty's  gun-vessel  Victor,  to  which  you  called  my  atten- 
tion in  your  letters  of  the  28th  of  November  and  5th  of  December,  have 
engaged  the  serious  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government,  and  I  have 
tlie  honor  to  inform  you  that  her  Majesty's  government  are  fully  deter- 
mined to  take  such  steps  as  may  legally  be  within  their  power  to  put  in 
force  the  laws  of  this  country  against  any  persons  who  in  this  matter 
^ay  appear  to  have  transgressed  them. 

As  regards  the  other  vessels  which,  in  your  letter  of  the  28th  of  No- 
vember, you  state  that  you  have  reason  to  believe  may  be  charged  with 
the  materials  for  the  armament,  and  possibly  with  a  jvortion  of  the  crew 
of  the  Rappahannock,  1  have  tiie  honor  to  state  to  you  that  the  col- 
lector of  customs  at  Plymouth  has  reported  that  the  Agrippina,  which 
arrived  at  that  port  wind-bound  on  the  20th  of  November,  sailed  again 
on  the  following  moniing  for  Bermuda,  having  not  shipped  at  Plymouth 
either  cargo,  crew,  or  i)assengers,  and  with  her  hatches  batteneil  down 
and  her  boats  stowed  away  in  the  usual  manner  for  along  voyage. 

The  Harriet  Pinckney,  whose  destination  was  also  Bermuda,  put  into 
Plj'mouth  under  stress  of  weather  on  the  21st  of  November,  and  has 
been  obliged  to  discharge  her  cargo  there  in  order  to  obtain  necessary 
repairs,  the  completion  of  which  will  probably  require  considerable  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dc,  d-o.,  <fcc. 

47  A  o— VOL.  n 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  563.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  December  24, 1SG3. 

Sib  :  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  at  this  place,  has  just  funiished  nie  vith 
a  number  of  depositions  in  regard  to  the  proceedings  at  Sheeniess  in 
the  case  of  the  Scylla,  alias  Victor,  alias  Rappahannock.  I  thought 
them  so  strong  that  I  immediately  transmitted  them  to  Lortl  Ku&jell, 
with  a  note.    Copies  of  these  papei*s  are  subjoined. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Sari  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londan^  Decetnber  23, 1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  h(mor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  copy 
of  a  letter  received  from  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  of  tlie  United  States  at 
this  port,  together  with  copies  of  seven  depositions  of  pei-sons  who  tes- 
tify to  the  proceedings  connected  with  tlie  outfit  and  departure  of  the 
steamer  ScyUa,  Victor,  or  Rappahannock,  from  Sheemess,  and  her  later 
condition  at  Calais. 

It  is  with  the  most  profou!id  regret  that  I  am  forced  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  entire  movement  has  been  conducted  with  the  connivance  and 
(direct  aid  of  many  of  her  Majesty's  officers  stationed  within  the  royal 
dock  yard  at  Sheemess.  The  testimony  in  reganl  to  the  masts  furnisbed 
from  the  Cumberland,  the  supply  of  water  and  some  other  stores,  the 
aid  of  a  goverumeat  pilot,  and  the  privity  of  many  of  the  officers  of 
the  yard  to  the  employment  of  the  hands,  api>ears  to  be  very  conclusive. 

The  agency  of  Mr.  Coleman,  a  British  subject,  and  the  apparent 
owner  of  a  vessel  now  pretending  to  claim  the  protection  of  the  French 
government  as  a  belligerent  ship  of  war,  seems  also  to  require  notice. 
Sir.  Coleman  is  thus  presented  as  a  person  carrying  on  war  with  the 
United  States ;  or  else  he  is  making  himself  a  party  to  a  gross  fraad 
upon  the  government  of  France,  with  the  intent  to  violate  the  nea- 
trality  enjoined  upon' him  by  her  Majesty's  proclamation. 

I  have  felt  it  my  painful  duty  to  bring  to  your  lordship's  notice  these 
particulars  of  this  most  extraordinary  case,  not  irom  any  doubt  of  the 
determination  of  her  3Iajesty's  government,  already  signified  to  me,  to 
do  justice  in  the  matter,  but  from  a  sense  of  an  obligation  to  do  every- 
thing within  my  power  to  contribute  to  the  exposure  of  the  offenders. 

I  pray  yoiu*  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider*- 
tion  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  c£c.,  <&e.,  <Ct. 
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Mr.  Morse  to  Mr,  Adams, 


United  States  Consulate, 

London,  December  22,  1863. 

Sni :  I  herewith  inclose  affidavits  of  Enoch  Cohen,  George  Hill, 
James  Nuna,  Charles  Newton,  James  Maloney,  William  O'Kelly,  ana 
George  Bailey,  in  the  case  of  the  privateer  Victor,  Scylla,or  Eappahan- 
nock. 

Permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  date  of  the  advance  note  given 
to  Charles  Bull,  a  seaman,  and  which  was,  some  days  after,  paid  by 
Hobert  Gordoh  Coleman,  No.  28  Clement's  lane,  London,  who  appears 
l>y  the  record  e\idence  to  be  the  lawful  owner  of  the  privateer  Kappa- 
liannock,  now  under  the  confederate  flag.   The  Victor,  or  Scylla,  escaped 
from  Sheerne^s  on  the  evening  of  the  24th  of  November.    The  not© 
^was  given  when  the  man  Bull  was  shipped,  on  the  25th  of  November, 
and  was  paid  by  Coleman  on  the  11th  of  December.    So  far  as  any  re- 
corded evidence  shows  ownership,  the  legal  title  to  the  rebel  privateer 
Kappahannock  is  still  in  R.  G.  Coleman,  a  London  merchant.    The 
papers  herewith  and  previously  sent  to  you  prove  that  he  has  interested 
himself  in  supplying  his  corsair,  now  under  the  confederate  flag,  since 
she  left  Sbeerness,  and  since  she  hoisted  that  flag,  with  a  large  number 
of  seamen.    Mr.  Coleman's  connection  with  the  purchase,  fitting,  and 
manning  of  the  Rapimhannock  is  too  clearly  established  to  be  called  in 
question. 

Should  it  be  urged,  as  a  reason  for  not  making  any  effort  to  reclaim 
the  Rappahannock  as  a  piratical  British  ship  under  a  foreign  flag,  or  to 
prevent  her  from  proceeding  to  sea  as  a  privateer,  that  an  English  ship 
can  be  sold  to  foreigners  without  a  cancelling  of  her  register  in  this 
country,  and  that  Mr.  Coleman  may  kave  sold  her  since  she  left  this 
country,  we  reply  that  so  far  as  is  known  he  is  still  the  owner ;  that 
the  legal  record  of  ow^nership  shows  her  today  to  be  an  English  ship, 
and  that  it  is  incumbent  on  the  authorities  here  to  prevent  her  from  pirati- 
cal acts,  or  to  show  that  all  title  to  her  has  legally  passed  from  citizens 
of  this  country  to  foreigners,  and  that  she  is  now  lawfully  held  by  such 
foreigners. 

It  is  a  question  of  some  interest  to  know  how,  in  the  present  state  of 
European  law  in  reference  to  privateers,  a  rebel  cruiser  can  commence 
her  piratical  career  from  a  European  port,  with  papers  that  will  be 
respected,  or  rather  that  ought  to  be  respected,  by  the  maritime  powers 
of  Europe.  Who  has  authority  to  issue  such  papers,  and  to  claim  for 
them  the  acknowledgment  and  respect  of  maritime  states! 

I  would  also  respectfully  ask  your  attention  to  the  date  of  the  engage- 
ment with  the  boiler-makers,  at  the  Sheerness  dock  yard,  by  Engineer 
Rumble,  and  Mr.  Bagshaw,  a  foreman  in  the  boiler  department,  in  which 
transaction  Mr.  Greathead,  a  chief  engineer  in  the  royal  navy,  also  par- 
ticipated, as  paymaster  to  the  families  of  the  men  at  Sheerness,  in  the 
absence  of  Mr.  Rumble.  The  engagement  of  these  boiler-makers,  to  go 
to  Calais  to  repair  the  boilers  of  the  privateer  Rappahannock,  was  five 
or  six  days  after  that  steamer  left  Sheerness,  and  some  four  days  after 
her  arrival  at  the  port  of  Calais,  in  France,  under  the  rebel  flag,  and 
after  she  had  been  announced  in  the  new  spapers  of  England  as  a  rebel 
I)rivateer  escaped  from  an  English  port. 

Ver^^  sincerely,  your  obedient  servant, 

F,  H.  MORSE,  Consul 

Hon.  C.  F.  Adams, 

United  States  Minister ^  etc. 
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Advance  note. 

iC3  158.  London,  Karemher  25, 18f»3. 

Three  days  sifter  the  ship  S.  S.  Stella,  |}ro  tem.j  leaves  Downs,  pay  to 
the  order  of  Charles  Bull  (provided  he  sails  in  the  said  shiji,  anil  is 
duly  earning  his  wages  according  to  his  agreement)  the  sum  of  thm 
pounds  fifteen  shillings,  being  one  month's  advance  of  wages. 

THOMAS  AKSON,  for  Master. 

Messrs.  Gordon  &  Co. 

Payable  at  28  Clement's  lane,  cit5% 

The  seaman  must  write  his  name  on  the  back  herei>f ;  by  this  act  he 
will  understiind  he  is  conveying  to  another  the  value  of  the  note.  If  he 
cannot  write,  his  mark  must  be  attested  by  a  witness,  not  the  discounter 
of  recipient. 

N.  B. — The  seaman  must  join  the  ship  at  the  time  api)ointed,  or  a 
substitute  will  be  engaged.    Ship  lying  in  or .    Time  to  join 

^   Sold  by  J.  Omer,  99  Meriones,  London,  XaWgation  Office. 
Indorsed  at  back : 

hu 

CHARLES  X  BULL 

mark. 

Witness : 

K  Cohen. 

This  is  the  paper  writing  referred  to  in  the  annexed  affidavit  of  Enoch 
Cohen,  sworn  before  me  this  11th  day  of  December,  18G3. 

JOKJ^  CASTLE  GAXT, 

A  London  Cammi4iinonerj  ix. 


Affidavit  of  Enoch  Cohen, 

I,  Enoch  Cohen,  of  No.  9  Palmer  street,  Spitalfields,  do  solemnly  swear 
that  the  foregoing  i)aper  writing  is  a  true  and  faithiiU  copy  of  an  original 
advance  note,  received  by  me  from  N.  Cohen,  tailor  and  outfitter,  of  Wells 
street.  Well  Close  Square,  to  collect,  the  said  note  having  been  given  to 
Charles  Bull,  able  seaman,  as  advance  for  wages  to  be  earned  on  board 
the  steamship  Stella,  or  Scylla,  or  lia]>pahannock,  then  lying  at  Galaiai 
1  had  two  other  advance  notes  from  seamen  named  John  Dewslip,  A.  K, 
and  Abraham  Butler,  boy,  which  were  given  them  at  a  public  house  in 
lioyal  Mint  street.  I  received  the  money  for  the  last  two  notes  at  the 
office  of  Mr.  liobert  trordon  Coleman,  28  Clement's  lane,  and  Charles 
Bidl's  note  was  paid  me  at  Mr.  Pearson's  office,  No.  9  Clement's  lane,  by 
a  Mr.  Daley. 

ENOCH  COHEN. 

Sworn  at  my  office,  No.  57  Nicholas  lane,  in  the  city  of  Loudon,  this 
11th  day  of  December,  18(>3,  before  me. 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 

A  London  CofHtnvmonerj  dc. 


Affidavit  of  George  Hilh 

I,  George  Hill,  of  Hy  the,  Kent,  sailmaker,  late  of  her  M^jesty^  stoiB 
frigate  Emerald,  liaviiig  b^^n  \\aid  off  from  that  ship  about  two  montlu 
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since,  do  solemnly  swear  that  in  the  beginning  of  !N^ovember  last,  upon 
applying  to  Mr.  Eunible,  lier  Majesty's  inspector  of  machinery'  afloat  at 
Sbeemess,  for  a  sbip,  he  sent  me  on  board  the  screw  steamer  Scyllajate 
her  Majesty's  screw  steamer  Victor,  to  work  as  sailmaker.  I  remained 
on  board  until  the  24th  of  November,  on  the  night  of  which  day  the  ship 
suddenly  left  for  Calais.  Upon  arriving  there,  another  captain  took 
command,  and  wanted  me  to  sign  articles,  at  £10  per  month,  in  her.  I 
xva«  then  told  that  she  was  a  confederate  man-of-war,  and  was  to  have 
had  £10  bonnty.  I  refused  to  serve  in  her,  and  received  £3  only,  with 
wliich  to  return  to  London.  Several  of  the  men  who  joined  her  in  Calais 
signed  articles  there,  after  knowing  what  she  w^as.  When  I  joined  her 
slie  had  no  masts  in  her.  They  w^re  afterwards  put  in  by  her  Majesty's 
ship  Cumberland.  The  Scylla  was  but  one-quarter  rigged,  and  not  in  a 
fit  state  to  go  to  sea,  her  rigging  not  being  rattled  down. 

GEORGE  HILL. 

Sworn  12th  da^'  of  December,  1863,  before  me. 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 

A  London  Commissioner^  &c.  # 


Affidavit  of  James  Nunn. 

I,  James  Kunn,  lately  residing  at  Ko.  2  Union  Row,  Sheerness,  able 
seaman,  do  solemnly  and  truly  swejir  that  on  October  la«t,  while  at  w^ork 
in  Sheerness  dock  yard,  I  was  asked  by  Mr.  Rumble,  her  Majesty's  inspec- 
tor of  machinery  afloat  at  Sheerness,  to  join  the  screw  steamer  Scylla, 
of  London,  and  go  to  work  upon  her  at  once.  He  told  me  she  was  a 
merchant  ship,  and  was  to  be  fitted  up  for  the  China  opium  trade.  I 
went  to  work  on  her,  at  his  recommendation.  She  Avas  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Ramsay.  On  the  24th  of  November,  at  night,  she  sud- 
denly left  her  port,  and  on  the  following  day  put  into  Calais  harbor. 
Captain  Campbell  then  took  command,  and  I  was  told  by  him  that  she 
was  a  confederate  man-of-war,  and  he  asked  me  to  join,  but  I  refused. 
Before  I  left  the  ship  forty  men  came  from  London  to  join  her,  but  they 
all  refused  to  sign  articles  with  the  exception  of  seven,  who  remained  on 
board  and  signed  articles  there.  I  received  only  £2  10s.  for  my  month's 
work,  and  had  to  pay  my  carriage  back  to  this  port,  and  Cax>tain  Camp- 
bell detained  my  discharge.  I  am  now  destitute,  and  cannot  obtain  a 
8hij>  in  consequence  of  his  detaining  my  discharge.  While  I  was  on 
board  she  was  taken  to  No.  3  dock,  Sheerness  dock  yard.  She  had 
her  bottom  scribed,  and  the  coi)i)er  repaired,  her  topsides  calked  and 
painted. 

JAMES  NUNN. 

Sworn,  &c.,  12th  December,  before  me. 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 

A  London  Commissioner^  &c 


Affidavit  of  Charles  Newton. 

I,  Charles  Newton,  of  Sheeniess,  do  hereby  truly,  solemnly,  and  sin- 
cerely swear  that  I  went  to  work  on  board  the  screw  steamer  Scylla,  late 
her  Majesty's  screw  steamer  Victor,  at  Sheerness,  about  the  middle  of 
November,  having  been  engaged  by  Mr.  Howe,  who  paid  me  for  working 
on  board  3«.  M.  per  day.  On  the  24th  November  I  went  on  the  ship  at  6 
o'clock  in  the  evening  with  a  Trinity-  pilot,  and  commenced  getting  the 
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wheel  ready  and  other  prepamtions  for  ^oing  to  sea.  At  al>out  7i  oVWk 
Mr.  Keubeii  Harvey,  the  government  pilot,  (!anie  on  boanl  and  took  com- 
mand of  the  ship.  In  the  night  she  left  Slieerness  in  tow  of  a  tng-lxwt, 
I  leas  at  the  wheel,  and  received  orders  from  Mr.  llar\'ey ;  alM)at  a  mile 
and  a  half  below  the  Nore  the  ship  was  brought  up,  and  laid  there  till 
morning ;  then  got  under  way  and  i)roceeded  to  Calais.  I  staid  by  her 
until  the  following  Wednesday.  Mr.  Kamsay  wanted  me  to  sign  artii-les, 
but  I  refused.  The  wages  were  too  low,  and  I  did  not  like  the  first  lieu- 
tenant. I  knew  slie  was  a  confederate  man-of-war  when  I  was  asked  to 
sign  articles,  as  the  confederate  colors  were  sent  up  just  before  we  en- 
tered Calais  harbor.  *I  did  not  know  which  service  she  was  for  when  1 
joined  her,  having  been  told  and  heard  it  talked  about  that  she  was  for  the 
opium  trade  or  confederate  service.  When  I  was  asked  to  sign  articles 
we  were  all  told  that  the  steamer  wa^s  a  confedentte  man-of-war,  and  that 
we  should  receive  prize  money  as  soon  a«  we  had  taken  the  prizes.  The 
captain  said  we  were  to  fight  tor  money,  and  he  was  going  to  fight  tor  his 
country  and  his  home.  1  then  received  £3  0«.  (yd.  in  the  cabin,  in  the 
presence  of  Mr.  Rumble  and  Mrs.  Humble,  and  left  the  slui>.  \MienI 
first  went  on  board  the  water  police  were  ui)on  the  ship,  and  some  new 
government  warps  and  otluT  stoi'es  Avere  on  board.  Mr.  Kees,  the  nia.v 
ter  rigger  of  Slieerness  dock  yard,  went  in  the  boat  with  me,  and  some 
riggervs  were  at  work  on  board  from  the  dock  yard.  Mr.  Kees  had  with 
him  a  black  bag,  with  some  stripped  blocks.  These  waq>s  and  blocks 
were  (m  board  when  I  left  the  ship  at  Calais.  The  vessel  was  not  com- 
pletely rigged.  Her  masts  had  been  put  in  from  the  Cumberland,  bnt 
the  rigging  was  not  rattled  doAvn.  Hammoi'ks  were  on  boanl  in  balers, 
and  foiu'  boats  were  received  on  board  from  the  tug-boat.  Before  we 
left  Sheerness  her  shtdl-room  and  magazines  were  up  and  in  good  c*ou- 
dition. 

CHARLES  NEwnroy. 

Sworn,  &c.,  2l8t  December,  1863,  before 

JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 

A  London  Commissioner, 


Affidavit  of  James  Maloney. 

I,  James  Maloney,  of  Sheerness,  fireman,  do  hereby  solemnly  aud 
truly  swear  that  I  went  to  work  on  board  the  sca'ew  steamer  Scylla,  late 
her  Majesty's  screw  steamer  Victor,  about  the  10th  November,  haviug 
been  engaged  by  Mr.  Rumble,  at  one  guinea  per  week  and  my  food. 
The  wages  were  paid  to  me  regidarly  by  Mr.  Rumble,  at  bis  bouse,  be- 
fore the  vessel  started  from  Sheerness.  I  was  working  on  board  as  fire- 
man, and  assisted  in  removing  stores,  &c.^  about  decks  until  the  day 
before  we  left,  when  I  commenced  working  m  the  engine-room.  On  the 
24th  November  a  gentleman,  who  had  arrived  from  London,  came  on 
board.  We  were  suddenly  ordered  away,  and  left  Sheerness  that  night, 
the  vessel  not  being  in  a  fit  condition  to  go  to  sea,  the  boilers  requiring 
new  tubing,  some  of  which  had  been  put  on  board  at  Sheerness.  The 
^ig^M'"ig^  ^^'iis  it<^>t  rattled  down ;  she  had  no  sails  bent,  aud  everything 
wa^  in  disorder.  A  large  number  of  new  hammocks  had  been  pat  on 
board.  The  magsizine  and  shell-rooms  were  in  good  condition,  but 
nothing  had  been  completed  fit  for  a  sea-going  ship.  Eight  riegers  were 
working  on  board  from  the  government  dock  yard  when  weteft  Sheer 
ness.  The  Scylla  was  towed  to  the  Nore,  and  anchored  a  litUe  bdow 
until  the  morning  *,  theu  steamed  to  Calais  narbor.  The  riggers  remained 
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on  board  two  days  after  her  arrival  at  Calais,  and  some  boiler-makers  were 
sent  from  Sheeme^  dock  yard  to  work  on  board.  They  took  their 
orders  from  Mr.  Bumble,  who  was  inspecting  the  machinery  there. 
He  came  over  with  his  wife  for  that  purpose,  I  should  think.  I  was 
called  aft,  with  all  hands  on  board,  by  the  captain  ui>on  the  scH.^ond 
day  after  we  arrived  at  Calais,  who  wanted  us  to  sign  articles.  He  read 
the  articles,  and  stated  that  the  ship  was  a  confederate  man-of-war,  and 
that  we  were  to  fight  for  prize  money,  and  that  he  could  fight  for  love 
of  country.  1  refused  goiug,  as  the  wages  were  not  satisfactory'.  Mr. 
Bamsay  had  promised  us  in  Sheeniess  £8  per  month,  but  the  captain 
only  offered  £6  2«.  M.  I  did  not  want  to  go  in  her  at  all  after  finding 
what  employment  we  were  wanted  for.  I  then  received  £2  2«.  M.  and 
left  the  ship.  As  I  was  going  on  board  the  steamboat  to  return  to  Eng- 
land Mr.  Humble  met  me  on  the  pier,  and  told  me  to  return  to  the  Scylla 
and  go  to  work  with  the  boiler-makers,  which  I  did  at  his  re<iuest,  and 
worked  for  foiuteen  days.  I  was  only  paid  for  eight  days'  work.  When* 
I  left  the  ship  the  boiler-makers  from  the  dock  yard  were  discharged,  and 
Mr.  Rennie's  men  went  to  work,  Mr,  Rennie  having  taken  a  contract  to 
complete  the  boilers  and  machinery-  and  fit  her  for  sea  service. 

hi! 

JAMES  +  MALONEY. 

mark. 

Witness  to  the  mark  of  James  Maloney : 
Joshua  Nunn. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent,  James  Maloney,  at  No.  5  White  Hart  court, 
Lombard  street,  London,  the  21st  December,  1863,  the  witness  to  the 
mark  of  the  dei)onent  being  first  sworn,  &c.,  &c.,  before  me. 

J.  J.  ANDREW,  Cammi8»ionerj  &c. 


Affidavit  of  William  O'Kelly. 

I,  William  O'Kelly,  of  41  Smith  street.  Mile  End,  London,  do  truly 
and  solemnly-  swear  that  on  the  24th  November  last  I  went  to  Sheemess 
to  make  inquiiies  about  a  voyage,  hearing  that  Mr.  Rumble,  inspector 
of  machinery  afloat  of  her  Majesty's  dock  yard,  Sheemess,  was  engaging 
a  crew  for  a  steamer  called  the  Sijylla,  formerly  her  Majesty's  screw 
steamer  Victor.  I  arrived  at  Sheemess  at  9J  p.  m.  I  heard  the  steamer 
was  in  port,  but  not  ready  for  sea,  and  that  she  wanted  hands.  Early 
next  morning  I  fonnd  that  she  had  gone  in  the  night,  having  left  in  great 
haste,  and  in  an  incomplete  state,  soon  after  midnight.  Not  believing 
she  had  gone  in  that  condition,  as  she  was  not  fitted  for  sea,  I  saw  Mr. 
Bumble  about  8  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  tohl  him  that  hearing  men  were 
wanted  for  the  Scylla,  I  had  come  down  to  make  inquiries  for  a  number  of 
seamen  who  were  in  want  of  a  ship.  lie  said,  you  are  too  late,  for  the 
ship  has  gone,  but  that  she  still  wanted  about  twenty  men,  and  that  if 
I  would  call  at  Mr.  Coleman's,  No.  9  Clement's  lane,  Ix)ndon,  the  next 
morning,  Thursday,  26th  November,  I  could  learn  more  particulars 
about  it,  and  perhaps  meet  him  there.  I  went  to  No.  9  Clement's  lane, 
according  to  appointment,  but  did  not  8€»e  Mr.  Coleman  or  Mr.  Rumble. 
On  Saturday,  28th  November,  I  called  again  at  No.  9  Clement's  lane, 
but  found,  instead  of  Mr.  Coleman,  a  Mr.  Pearson.  I  told  him  that  I 
had  called  to  see  Mr.  Rumble  by  api)ointment,  but  had  been  unable  to 
find  him,  or  the  place,  as  he  gave  me  the  name  of  Coleman,  at  whose 
office  1  wa«  to  call.  Mr.  Pearson  said,  Mr.  Rumble  is  here  now;  would 
you  like  to  see  him!    I  replied  yes,  and  Mr.  Rumble  came  out  from  an 
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inner  office.  I  told  liini  I  had  come  respecting  tlie  men  1  spctki*  to 
liim  at  Slieerness  about.  He  asked  nie  if  I  (jould  get  some  gmMl  in«*n. 
as  lie  should  like  the  best  froinff?  but  would  not  like  to  ^ive  an  onlerat 
l)resent.  I  said  I  would  call  again  in  a  few  days,  and  on  Thursday,  1st 
December,  I  went  again  to  No.  0  Clement's  lane,  and  saw  Mr.  Uuiubk 
He  informed  me  In*  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  ship  now;  and  sjiid  slie 
had  been  bought  by  Mr.  Pearson,  but  belonged  to  Mr.  Coleman,  as  Mr. 
Pearson  was  a  bankrupt,  and  unable  to  purtrhase  at  present,  and  thai 
Mr.  Coleman  and  Mr.  Pearson  were  brothers-in-law.  Aft^r  some  further 
conversation  respecting  the  crew,  I  asked  him  where  the  captain  was  to 
be  found.  (Mr.  Rumble  had  told  me  that  he  had  m)thing  farther  to  do 
with  her,  and  that  Captain  Cami)bell  had  couunand  now.)  Ho  answered 
in  Calais,  and  advised  me  to  go  there  and  see  him  myself.  I  started 
same  night  by  train  at  8.35  p.  m.,  and  arrived  at  Calais  at  1  a.  lu.  on 
the  2d  December.  At  daylight  I  went  down  to  the  pier,  and  spoke 
with  one  of  the  men  who  had  been  brought  from  London  to  join  the 
Scylla  the  night  before,  and  afterwards  spoke  with  one  of  the  men  from 
Woolwich,  who  came  to  join  her,  but  in  conse^iuence  of  discovering  what 
she  was,  had  left  her,  as  nearly  all  had  done.  He  informed  me  that  all 
the  Woolwich  men  had  been  engaged  by  Mr.  Rumble.  Others  of  the 
crew  then  came  up  and  said  they  would  not  go  in  the  ship,  as  the  first 
lieutenant  had  been  on  the  lower  deck,  discharging  his  revolver  with 
blank  and  ball  cartrixlges,  and  swearing  that  he  would  shcM)t  the  first 
man  that  attemi)ted  to  leave  the  ship;  and  all  appeared  much  disgusted 
with  the  treatment  they  received.  I  then  went  to  the  shii>,  and  on  the 
pier  met  Mr.  Rumble  and  the  chief  mate,  Mr.  Ramsay.  Mr.  Rumble 
wanted  to  know  what  brought  me  to  Calais.  I  reiwated  his  reconunen- 
dation,  and  he  then  said  ^Vfr.  Ramsay  had  caus(»d  him  all  the  ti*ouble 
with  the  ('rew.  ^rr.  Rumble  then  took  me  to  Meurice's  Hotel,  and  I 
saw  Captain  Campbell,  who  asked  my  business.  I  infonned  him  that 
by  Mr.  Rumble's  advice  I  had  come  to  see  if  he  wanted  a  crew.  He  said 
he  should  not  require  a  crew  for  six  weeks,  but  afterwards  gave  uie  to 
understand  I  should  do  the  business.  I  thanked  him  and  left  the  court 
yard,  and  was  joined  by  Mr.  Rumble.  In  the  course  of  conversjition 
Mr.  Rumble  said,  Now  this  is  a  money-making  job,  and  we  must  work 
together,  and  share  the  profits,  to  which  I  agi'eed;  and  bcfon*  he  left 
he  gave  me  a  sovereign  to  help  me,  and  as  an  earnest  of  his  intention.^ 
and  he  desired  me  to  meet  him  at  Mr.  Pearson's  office  on  Saturday,  the 
5th  De4*ember.  I  went,  and  after  waiting  al)0ut  nearly  all  day  did  not 
see  him,  neither  have  I  seen  him  since.  Before  leaving  Calais  Mr.  Rnm- 
ble  said  he  should  want  me  to  supply  about  forty  men.  I  have  not  been 
able  to  see  Mr.  Rumble  since,  having  been  confined  to  mv  house  bv  illnesa. 

WILLIAM  O'KELLY. 

Sworn  at  my  office,  at  No.  5  White^.  Hart  court,  Lombard  street,  in  the 
city  of  London,  this  2l8t  day  of  December,  1863,  before  me. 

JOHN  J,  ANDREW, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  administer  Oaths  in  Ckancerg. 


Affidavit  of  George  Bailey. 

.  I,  George  Bailey,  of  Sheerness,  do  hereby  solemnly  and  tnily  swetr 
that  on  Monday,  the  30th  November,  I,  with  Thomas  Oifford,  WilHam 
Barber,  William.  'MitftAidlL,  J«L\\\e«i  Morley,  Joseph  Gorel,  William  EIIi«, 
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and  Joseph  Williams,  arranged  with  Mr.  Bagshaw,  the  leading  hand  of 
the  boiler-makers  afloat,  to  go  to  Calais  and  work  on  board  the  screw 
steamer  liappahannock,  late  her  IVIajesty's  screw  steamer  Victor.  We 
went  with  him  to  Mr.  Rumble's  house.  He  went  in,  and  we  waited  out- 
side. He  brought  out  with  him  three  five-pound  notes  to  pay  our 
expenses  to  Calais.  We  thought  thj\t  not  enougli,  but  Mr.  Bagshaw 
said  he  had  asked  Mr.  Ruud)le  for  more,  but  could  not  obtain  it.  He 
said,  however,  that  those  who  wished  to  leave  a  note  of  hand  for  theijp 
wives  to  receive  might  do  so,  and  that  Mr.  Greathead,  a  chief  engineer 
iu  the  royal  navy,  would  pay  them  £2  each  on  the  following  Friday. 
Gifford,  Mitchell,  and  myself  left  orders  for  our  wives.  We  were  told 
that  the  job  would  take  from  ten  to  twelve  days  to  complete.  We 
applied  for  leave  of  absence  for  fourteen  days  to  Mr.  Baffey,  the  leading 
man  in  the  boiler-shops,  who  inquired  where  we  were  going,  and  was 
told  we  were  going  to  Calais  to  repair  the  boilers  of  the  Rappahannock. 
He  said,  "I  cannot  let  eight  of  the  best  men  in  the  shop  go  away  on 
leave  for  so  long  a  time,  as  I  have  so  much  work  on  hand  here,  which  I 
must  get  done  before  a  certain  day;"  but  that  he  would  see  Captain 
TVise,  the  sui>erintendent  of  the  dock  yard  about  it.  Captain  Wise  said, 
If  they  go,  they  must  go  on  their  ONvn  account.  No  objection  wa«  made 
to  our  going,  and  we  received  no  advice  to  stay  away..  We  thought 
SLS  Mr.  Rumble  and  Mr.  Bagshaw  had  the  job  in  hand  it  would  be 
all  right  when  we  got  back,  as  tliey  had  promised  to  get  us  leave  of 
absence.  If  I  had  thought  that  my  leaving  for  Cahais  would  have 
endangered  my  place  in  the  dock  yard,  I  should  not  have  gone.  We 
went  the  next  day,  the  1st  of  December,  to  Calais,  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Rumble.  Upon  arrival,  we  went  on  board  the  Rappahannock, 
and  Mr.  Ferguson,  the  chief  engineer,  showed  us  our  work.  There  were' 
no  tools  to  work  with  on  board,  but  we  were  informed  that  some  would 
come.  The  next  day  a  gentleman  brought  some  steel  drifts  on  board. 
That  is  all  the  tools  I  saw.  I  found  that  there  were  at  least  one  thou- 
sand four  hundred  tubes  to  be  put  in,  the  old  ones  were  not  draw  n  from 
the  boilers.  We  began  to  draw  them  at  once,  and  1  knew  that  it  would 
take  at  least  two  months  to  fit  the  tubes  as  they  were  fitted  before,  or 
not  less  than  six  weeks,  in  the  quickest  and  least  expensive  manner,  so 
that  they  would  answer,  provided  all  the  boilers  were  new  tubed,  as  the 
chief  engineer  had  desired;  but  she  could  be  got  to  sea  in  a  less 
time  if  only  a  part  of  the  boilers  were  new  tubed.  Xot  feeling  sure  or 
comfortable,  after  staying  four  days.  I  left  Calais  for  Sheerness,  as  I 
thought  it  better  to  return  to  my  former  work.  When  I  arrived  at 
Dover,  I  fouml  Mr.  Rumble  ha<l  returned  by  the  same  boat.  He  sent 
for  me  and  asked  my  reason  for  leaving  Calais,  and  wished  me  to  return, 
offering  me  £10  to  do  so.  I  asked  hini  what  he  had  done  about  our  leave. 
He  said  he  knew  nothing  about  that,  but  that  it  would  be  all  right.  I 
refused  his  offer,  and  said  I  would  not  go  back  until  I  had  first  been 
home.  On  arriving  at  Sheerness,  I  applied  to  our  leading  man,  Mr. 
Baflfey,  to  return  to  work.  He  informed  me  that  I  and  the  seven  men 
that  went  with  me  to  Calais  wTre  all  discharged,  by  order  from  the 
admiralty,  as  we  had  been  away  without  leave,  and  that  we  could  not 
be  readmitted.  I  found  that  Mr.  Greathead  had  sent  my  \vife  the  £2,  as 
promised.  Mr.  Henry  Elmer,  the  third  engineer,  returned  on  Friday, 
the  11th  of  December,  and  he  has  since  told  me  that  he  had  left  the 
Rappahannock  because  they  wanted  to  humbug  him  respecting  the  pay. 
Mr.  Carr,  the  second  engineer,  has  also  left.  I  have  seen  him  since  hia 
return.  It  would  have  taken  the  eight  men  at  least' two  months  to  com- 
idete  the  repairs  on  the  Rappahannock,  if  they  had  been  I)ro^ided  with 
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the  best  tools.  As  it  was,  tliev  could  not  have  done  it  at  all.  Other 
men  came  from  JMr.  Rennie's  yard,  Loudon,  and  took  the  job  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  dock  ynTd  men. 

GEORGE  BAILEY. 

Sworn  at  Loudon,  the  22d  of  December,  1863,  before 

JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 

A  Commissiotterj  dx. 


Earl  Rmsell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  December  17, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  IGth  instant,  inclosing  further  papers  respecting  the  case  of  the 
Rappahannock,  and  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  same  shall  receive  the 
consideration  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  dkc.,  etc. 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Adanis. 

Ko.  800.]  Department  op  State, 

Washingtonj  January  4, 1804. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  17th  ultimo.  No.  558,  resi)ecting  the  late 
transaction  at  Sheemess,  has  been  received,  and  is  approved.  It  is  to 
be  hoi)ed  that  the  measures  to  be  taken  by  her  Majesty's  government  to 
which  you  refer  may  be  effected. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  etc.,  <fcc.,  d-c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  808.]  Department  op  State, 

WashingtOHj  January  12, 1864. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  3d  of  December  last  (No.  547)  has  been 
received,  together  with  the  copy  of  the  correspondence  which,  at  tbat 
dat4?,  had  taken  place  between  yourself  and  Earl  Bnssell  on  the  subject 
of  the  Rappahannock.  I  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  you  that  Dot 
only  your  proceedings  mentioned  in  the  dispatch,  but  also  the  views 
and  suggestions  therein  contained,  in  regard  to  a  just  treatment  of  the 
case  of  the  Kappahannock,  and  kindred  subjects,  are  approved  by  the 
President. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  FuAKCiB  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc.,  £c.j  <6c 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.Adams. 

so.  813.]  DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE, 

Washitigton,  January  14, 1864. 

Sir:  Yoiir  dispatch  of  December  24  (No.  503)  has  been  received, 
ogrether  with  its  vohiininous  and  effective  supplement  of  proofs  of  the 
buse  of  the  British  and  international  laws  in  the  case  of  the  Kappahan- 
icK'k.  The  President  does  not  permit  himself  to  doubt  that  her  Majesty's 
government  will  i>romptly  apply  in  that  case  the  remedies  which  are 
rithin  its  power.  Unfortunately  the  special  remedies  in  single  cases 
nust  necessarily  fail  to  remove  an  evil  that  has  its  source  in  a  general 
K>licy  that  is  radically  erroneous  and  anomalous. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAJVI  H.  8EWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  <te.,  d-c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

!^o.  576.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LondoUj  January  15,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  my  note  to  Lord  Russel, 
)f  the  9th  instant,  and  of  one  to  me  from  Mr.  Morse,  consul  at  London! 
)f  the  6th,  with  four  additional  depositions  in  regard  to  the  steamship 
V'ictor,  and  of  his  lordship's  acknowledgment  of  the  same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADxVMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  January  9, 1864. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  copy 
>f  a  letter  from  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  this  port, 
together  with  copies  of  four  dei>ositions  containing  further  evidence 
relating  to  the  proceedings  at  Sheerness,  in  the  case  of  the  steamshix) 
Victor. 

I  i)ray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
bion  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  cCt.,  d;c.,  tkc. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

London^  January  6,  1864. 

Sir:  I  herewith  inclose  four  affidavits  in  the  Riippahaunock  case, 
fou  will  notice  that  two  of  them  are  given  by  English  sailors^  who  were 
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engaged  and  signed  an  agreement  of  some  sort  in  this  port  to  serve  on 
board  the  Kappahannoek,  while  the  mere  form  of  placing  their  naiuin>to 
the  articles  was  done  at  Calais,  though  the  obligation  to  do  so  was  nuMle 
here.  IMease  notice  also  that  the  French  authorities  at  Calais  are  aiding 
the  rebels  by  arresting  seamen  who  leave  the  ship. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  seiTant, 

F.  n.  MORSE,  Cotml 

Hon.  Chaeles  Feancis  Adapts,  <fcc.,  cfcc.,  dkc. 


Deposition  of  George  ^Yhite. 

I,  George  White,  of  Liverpool,  leading  stoker,  do  solemnly,  sincerely, 
and  truly  swear  that  in  November  last  I  was  sent  for  by  a  friend,  who 
informed  me  that  he  had  heurd  of  a  good  thing,  and  one  that  would  pay 
well,  if  I  came  to  Sheerness.  I  went  to  Sheeniess,  and  was  introduced 
to  Mr.  llamsey,  who  sent  me  to  work  on  boanl  the  screw  steamship  Victor, 
then  lying  in  the  stream.  While  on  board  her  name  was  altei'ed  to  Scylla, 
I  was  told  she  was  for  blockade-running.  After  remaining  on  bojml 
about  fourteen  days,  during  which  time  her  masts  were  put  in  by  her 
jMajesty's  ship  Cumberland,  she  suddenly  left  port.  We  had  no  uotit-e 
of  her  leaving  until  two  hours  before  she  sailed.  The  tires  were  gut  up, 
and  we  were  towed  out  of  the  harbor,  and  anchored  just  below  the  ^ure 
light  for  the  night.  The  next  monung  steamed  for  Calais,  and  went  into 
the  harbor  and  made  fast  alongside.  Mr.  Humble  and  IMr.  Itamsey  intnv^ 
duced  all  the  working  hands  on  board  the  Scylla  that  left  Sheeniess,  and 
none  of  them  would  have  gone  withcmt  such  intro<luctiou.  After  amval 
at  Calais  I,  with  J.  Brooks  and  Maloney,  was  employed  at  work  on  boiinl 
At  Sheenu^ss  engine-room  stores  were  put  on  board  while -^he  lay  in  the 
stream;  they  consisted  of  gauge-cocks  for  the  boilers,  blocks,  and  other 
things,  having  the  government  mark  upon  them.  These  things  we  were 
ordered  to  bury  under  the  coal,  so  that  the  x}olice  should  not  see  them, 
lioth  Mr.  Humble  and  Mr.  liamsey  ordered  us  to  put  tlieui  out  of  sight; 
thi^y  are  on  board  the  Rappahannock  now.  Some  deserters  from  the 
ship  Foimidable  ai*e  ser\ing  on  board  the  Kappahannoek,  and  some  others 
whose  discharge  has  been  bought  for  them ;  they  came  from  the  Cumber- 
land. Of  these  men  about  a  dozen  remain  on  board.  Some  are  pat  in 
irons  if  they  attempt  to  leave,  and  the  French  authorities  arrest  them, 
as  they  allow  JC4  for  eiich  returned  deserter.  Mr.  lienuie^s  men  are  still 
engaged  tubing  the  boilers.  The  ship  will  be  completed  and  fit  fur  sea 
by  about  Saturday  week  next.  • 

GEORGE  WHTTE. 

Sworn  at  my  office,  No.  5  White  Hart  Court,  Lombard  street,  in  the 
city  of  Loudon,  this  first  day  of  January,  1864,  before  me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 

A  London  Commis^ionerj  dr. 


Deposition  of  Andrew  McEune. 

I,  Andrew  McEune,  of  Liverpool,  seaman,  do  hereby  truly  and  rf 
emnly  and  sincerely  swear  that  on  Tuesday,  December — ,  I  went  t«» 
public  house  in  Sharp  street,  or  Royal  Mint  street,  and  saw  a  lb;  AbsoDi 
who  engaged  me  to  jomtli^  ^ylla^  then  lying  in  the  Downs.    I  signed 
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an  agreement  for  wages  at  the  rate  of  £3  15«.  i>er  month.  Two  days 
after,  I,  with  about  thirty  others,  was  taken  by  express  train  to  Dover, 
and  from  thence  to  Calais;  after  arrival  at  Calais,  we  went  on  board  the 
ship.  After  remaining  two  days,  some  of  the  men  made  a  disturbance, 
and  we  were  all  sent  ashore.  The  captain  then  came  and  picked  some  of 
us  out,  and  the  next  morning  I  signed  articles,  and  was  to  have  had  £10 
bounty.  Captain  Campbell  told  me  he  would  keep  that  in  the  strong 
chest  for  me.  I  have  not  received  that  yet.  The  articles  we  signed  were 
^' to  join  the  confederate  service;  to  receive  prize  money,  which  was  to 
be  paid  down  by  the  captain  when  the  prizes  were  taken,  and  the  wages 
were  to  be  £4  Ss.  per  month."  They  also  promised  us  four  shillings  a 
day  while  in  port,  besides  our  bounty,  and  leave  every  Saturday  night. 
This  we  did  not  get,  and  when  we  complained  they  threatened  to  put  us 
in  irons.  One  man  was  put  in  irons  last  Sunday,  and  remains  so  now. 
He  wanted  to  leave. 

Yesterday  I  got  liberty  and  received  ten  francs.  I  then  left  the  ship 
and  went  on  board  the  steamer  to  return  to  England,  finding  I  was  not 
sure  of  my  wages,  and  not  liking  the  treatment  I  received  on  board. 
There  are  some  men-of-war's  men  on  board  from  the  English  service. 
Some  deserted  and  two  or  three  had  their  discharge  paid  for  them.  They 
are  seaman  gunners. 

ANDREW  McEUNE. 

Sworn  at  my  office,  No.  5  White  Hart  Court,  Lombard  street,  in  the 
city  of  London,  this  1st  day  of  January,  18C4,  before  me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 

A  LoM<yn  Commissioner^  &c. 


Deposition  of  William  Heicson, 

I,  William  Hewson,  of  Plymouth,  able  seaman,  do  hereby  solemnly, 
sincerely,  and  truly  swear  that  on  Tuesday,  December — ,  I  went  to  a 
public  house  in  Sharp  street,  or  Royal  Mint  street,  and  saw  Mr.  Anson, 
who  shipped  me  for  the  screw  steamship  Scylla,  of  London,  to  run  the 
blockade,  at  the  rate  of  £3  los.  per  month  wages.  I  was  taken  from 
London  by  the  train  for  Dover,  and  from  thence  to  Calais.  On  arrival 
there  I  was  not  allowed  on  board  the  ship,  which  was  at  the  pier,  for  two 
hours.  I  was  then  called  aft,  and  Captain  Campbell  called  several  of  us 
aft,  and  picked  out  the  Englishmen,  whom  he  thought  were  good  men, 
about  twelve  in  number.  He  x)romised  me  foiu*  shillings  a  day  to  assist 
to  get  the  ship  out,  and  that  he  would  give  me  on  the  following  Saturday 
£10  bounty.  I*  signed  articles  at  £4  Ss.  per  month,  which  was  to  remain 
until  I  was  rated  as  gunner's  mate,  and  then  I  was  to  have  higher  wages, 
with  prize  money  and  other  advantages.  1  staid  by  the  ship,  but  did 
not  get  the  bounty,  and  only  ten  francs  during  the  five  weeks  1  remained 
by  her.  Seeing  how  things  were  going  to  be,  I  made  up  my  mind  to 
leave.  Suspecting  my  design,  the  first  officer  and  second  officer  threat- 
ened me,  and  jmt  a  revolver  to  my  mouth,  and  another  to  my  eye  And 
I  feel  aasured  that  they  would  have  shot  me  had  I  attempted  to  leave. 
I  was  with  another  locked  up  in  a  water-closet  for  ^ve  days,  and  our  food 
was  brought  to  us  there.  It  was  not  fit  for  a  dog  to  be  in.  I  at  last  got 
liberty  for  twenty -four  hours,  and  received  the  ten  francs  named  before, 
and  immediately  went  on  board  the  steamer  and  returned  to  Dover, 
from  thence  to  London.  There  were  nine  or  more  men-of-war's  men  on 
board,  nearly  all  of  whom  are  deserters  from  Sheerness.    They  woidd 


750  REBEL   CRUISERS. 

desert  from  the  Eappahannock  if  they  could  get  on  sliore,  but  they  m 
refused  leave. 

WILLIAM  HEWSON. 

Sworn  at  my  office,  No.  5  Wliite  Hart  Court,  Lombard  street,  in  the 
city  of  London,  this  Ist  January,  18G4,  before  me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 
A  London  Commuffionerj  d:c.,d'c. 


Deposition  of  Thomas  Bryant, 

I,  Tliomas  Bryant,  of  London,  fireman,  do  hereby  truly,  sincerely,  and 
solemnly  swear  that  on  the  23d  of  December  last  I  went  to  John  Seymours, 
Wellelose  square,  and  agreed  with  him  to  join  the  steamer  lying  at  Calais, 
and  signed  a  paper,  so  that  if  I  went  to  the  ship  he  would  draw  thirty- 
two  dollars  advance  for  me.  I  understood  them  as  articles,  and  the 
w^ages  were  to  be  at  the  rate  of  thirty-two  dollars  iM?r  month ;  on  Christ- 
mas morning,  at  two  o'clock,  I  went  to  London  bridge  with  my  boanlinj:- 
house  ke<*per,  and  saw  ten  men  go  off  to  France  by  the  Boulogne  Imxil 
While  there  I  was  told  the  name  of  the  steamer  at  Calais  was  the  Rap- 
pahanno<*k,  and  that  she  was  a  confederate  cruiser.  After  I  heard  that, 
I  refusexl  to  go  in  her,  and  told  Seymour  so  on  the  pier  at  Ix>nd(m  bridge, 
and  I  have  not  seen  him  since.  Seymour  knew  I  was  an  Englishman, 
and  wanted  me  to  sign  as  a  Dutchman,  which  I  declined. 

THOMAS  X  BRYANT. 

mark. 

Witness  to  the  sign  or  mark  of  Thoma^s  Brj^ant: 
Joshua  Makn. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent,  Thomas  Bryant,  at  No.  5  White  Hart  Court, 
Lombard  street,  in  the  city  of  London,  \his  5th  day  of  January,  18C4,  the 
witness  to  the  mark  of  the  dei>onent  being  first  sworn  that  he  liadtnd.v, 
distinctly,  and  audibly  read  over  the  contents  of  the  above  affidavit  to 
the  said  deponent,  and  that  he  saw  him  make  his  mark  thereto.  Before 
me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  January  11, 18(^ 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
Otli  instant,  inclosing  copies  of  further  depositions  relative  to  the  steam- 
ship Victor,  otherwise  Kappahannock,  and  I  have  to  inform  you  that 
these  i>apers  have  been  communicated  to  the  proper  department  of  btf 
Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

BUSSELL 

Chables  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfeo.,  (£c.,  cCc 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.] 

DS"©.  645.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londatij  April  8, 1864. 
gj^.  •«••«««« 

I  have  likewise  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Eussell  on  the  basis 
of  two  depositions  forwarded  from  Liverpool  by  Mr.  Dudley,  further 
remonstrating  against  the  enlistment  of  men  by  the  insurgent  agents  at 
that  place.  Copies  of  these  papers  and  of  Lord  Kussell's  acknowledg- 
ment are  annexed. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant^ 

CUAKLES  FliAXClS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  St^ie. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  5,  1864. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  copies 
of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dudley,  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool, 
and  of  two  depositions,  showing  the  continued  agency  of  the  house  or 
Jones  &  Co.,  British  subjects,  in  enlistments  and  payment  of  British 
subjects  in  the  service  of  the  insurgents  in  the  United  States. 
I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances,  &c.,  &c., 

CFLiRLES  FRA]S^C1S  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  ct-c,  cfcc,  c£-c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  April  2,  1864. 

Sir:  You  will  find  inclosed  copies  of  two  affidavits,  one  of  Catharine 
Pratt,  the  other  of  Catharine  Dow,  wives  of  two  of  the  men  who  were 
taken  from  Liverpool  and  enlisted  on  the  confederate  steamer  Rappa- 
hannock, now  at  Calais.  These  affidavits  show  that  the  house  of  Jones 
&  Co.,.  28  Chapel  street,  Liveipool,  are  implicated  as  well  in  enlisting 
the  men  for  this  vessel  as  they  were  for  the  steamer  Japan,  now  called 
the  Georgia. 

The  husbands  of  these  women  are  now  in  Liverpool.    They  tell  me 
Mr.  Morse  took  their  statements;  hence  I  have  not. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

Minister  of  the  United  States. 


Deposition  of  Catharine  Pratt. 

I  Catharine  Pratt,  of  Llewellyn  street.  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of 
Lanca43ter,  make  oath   and   say:  I  am  tne  wife   of  John  Pratt,  of  9 
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Llewollpi  street  aforesaid,  fireman.  On  the  7tli  February  last  my  huiy 
band  informed  me  that  he  was  goin^  to  Loudon  to  join  a  steamer  Iwand 
for  the  West  Indies,  and  on  the  foHowing  night  he  left  IJveri>o<»l  fcr 
London  with  Welsh,  Cunningham,  Buchanan,  and  otiiers.  I  U^aninl 
from  the  wife  of  one  of  the  engineers  who  had  gone  with  my  husband 
that  they  had  gone  from  London  to  Calais  to  join  the  steamer  Kapiw- 
hannoek,  and  I  wrote  to  my  husband  to  let  me  know  where  he  was  guin^i 
to,  and  I  received  a  letter  from  him  that  he  had  joined  the  Ka])pah;m- 
no(;k  for  twelve  months,  not  to  exceed  two  years,  at  £IG  19«.  10^/.  a  month, 
and  had  got  one  month's  advance,  and  directing  me  to  call  at  Jum-^i  \' 
Co.'s  office,  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  where  tliey  would  pay  me  the 
advance  and  the  half  pay.  I  called  at  Jones's  office  on  the  28th  of  3Iaixh 
last,  in  company  with  Mrs.  Welsh  and  Mrs.  Dow,  and  we  Siiw  the  ca.shier, 
and  Mrs.  Dow  told  him  that  we  had  called  for  our  half  pay,  wLen  he 
referred  to  a  roll  of  paper  and  said  that  our  uame^  were  down,  hut  that 
he  could  not  i>ay  us  then,  as  he  had  not  received  orders  from  Paris,  and 
dii'ec'ted  us  to  call  again  on  the  31st  March.  We  called  agsiin  on  the 
31st  March,  when  we  saw  Mr.  Jones,  and  told  him  that  we  had  called 
for  our  pay,  when  he  said  that  he  had  not  received  orders  from  Paris  yet 
to  pay  us,  and  did  not  give  us  any  definite  answer  when  we  wei-e  to  call 
again  for  it 

The  mark  of 
X 

CATHARINE  PEATT. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the  2d  day  of  April, 
1864,  this  affida>it  having,  in  my  presence,  been  previously  read  over  to 
the  deponent,  who  appeared  perfectly  to  understand  the  same,  and  iiunle 
her  mark  thereto  in  my  presence.    Before  me. 

HENRY  C.  DUNCAN,   . 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  the  Conntn. 


Deposition  of  Catharine  Dow. 

I,  Catharine  Dow,  of  5  Llewellyn  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  make  ojith  and  say,  as  follows:  I  am  the  wife  of  John  Dov, 
tirenmn.  On  the  7th  February  last  my  husband  informed  me  that  he 
was  going  to  London  to  join  a  steamer  bound  for  the  West  Indies,  and 
on  the  following  evening  he  left  Liverpool  for  London,  in  cx)mpauy  with 
Welsh,  Cunningham,  Buchanan,  and  others.  Not  having  heard  from 
my  husband,  I  made  inquiries  of  the  wife  of  one  of  the  engineers  who 
had  gone  with  him,  who  informed  me  that  they  had  gone  from  London 
to  Calais  to  join  the  steamer  Rappahannock^  and  I  wrote  to  my  husband 
to  let  me  know  where  he  was  going  to,  and  received  a  rei>ly  informing 
me  that  he  had  joined  the  steamei*  Rappahannock  for  twelve  months, 
not  to  exceed  two  years,  at  £6  Ids,  and  lOd,  a  month^  and  had  received 
one  month's  advance,  and  directed  me  to  call  at  Jones  &  Co.'s  oflk«, 
Chai)el  street,  Liveri)ool,  where  I  would  be  paid.  I  called  at  Jones's  office 
about  the  28th  of  March,  in  company  with  Mrs.  Welsh  and  Mrs.  Pratt, 
when  we  saw  the  cashier,  when  we  told  him  that  we  had  called  for  car 
half  pay,  when  he  referred  to  a  roU  of  paper  and  said  that  our  naaiei 
were  down,  but  that  he  could  not  pay  us  then,  as  he  had  not  nceived 
instructions  from  Paris  to  do  so,  and  directed  us  to  call  again  on  the  SUt 
of  March.    Wo  called  again,  as  directed,  on  Thursday  last^  the  3Ut 
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March,  when  we  saw  Mr.  Jones,  and  told  him  that  we  had  called  for  our 
husband's  half  pay,  when  he  said  he  had  not  yet  received  orders  from 
Paris  to  pay  it.  We  then  asked  him  when  we  should  call  again  for  it,  but 
he  did  not  ffive  us  any  definite  answer. 

CATHAEINE  DOW. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool  aforesaid  this  2d  day  of  April,  1864,  before  me. 

HENRY  C.  DUNCAN, 

A  Commiisionery  itc.y  &c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  6, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yes- 
terday's date,  inclosing  copies  of  a  letter  from  the  United  States  consul 
at  Liverpool,  and  two  aflBdavits  relative  to  the  part  taken  by  Messrs. 
Jones  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  in  enlisting  men  for  the  service  of  the  so-styled 
Confederate  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 

obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL, 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  etc.,  cfcc,  <tc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  672.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  28, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  my  note  to  Lord 
Russell  of  the  16th  Instant,  referred  to  in  my  No.  667  of  last  week,  and 
likewise  copies  of  Mr.  Morse's  note  to  me,  and  of  the  twenty-one  deposi- 
tions alluded  to  in  it.  His  lordship  has  sent  me  an  acknowledgment 
dated  the  18th  instant,  a  copy  of  which  is  also  sent. 

The  London  Times  of  Tuesday,  the  25th  instant,  contains  a  report  of 
the  preliminary  judicial  proceedings  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Rumble,  to  whom 
many  of  the^e  depositions  refer.  I  transmit  a  copy  for  your  considera- 
tion. The  charge  of  Judge  Crompton  seems  to  favor  a  just  construction 
of  the  enlistnierft  act.  It  is,  nevertheless,  rather  doubtful  whether  Mr. 
Rumble,  though  unquestionably  guilty  of  all  and  more  than  all  that  is 

charged,  will  be  convicted. 

•  «  •  •*•  •  «  •  « 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[Dispatch  No.  667,  above  referred  to,  is  printed  under  "  Enforcement 
of  Neutrality,"  subdivision  *'  Federal  Recruiting  in  Ireland,"  Vol.  II,  p. 
451.  For  report  of  trial  of  Mr.  Rumble  see  Parliamentary  and  Jiidicial 
Api)endix,  No.  14,] 

• 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  BusselL 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  16, 186L 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  coi>y  of  portions  ot 
a  letter  acUlressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Morse,  consul  of  the  United  States  at 
this  port,  and  likewise  copies  of  depositions  of  twenty-one  i)erson8,  mcwtiy 
British  subjects,  who  have  been  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  insurgents 
at  various  places  in  this  kingdom.  The  originals  of  all  these  papers 
have  been  submitted  to  my  examination.  I  have  reason  to  believe  tkt 
these  are  but  a  small  portion  of  the  number  who  stand  ready  to  attest 
to  the  truth  of  the  same  facts,  if  there  were  any  need  to  multiply  testi- 
mony to  convince  your  lordship  of  what  has  been  long  notorious. 

When  I  remember  how  promptly  her  Majesty's  government  has  done 
me  the  honor  to  call  for  explanations  in  the  only  case  in  which  any  alle- 
gation of  the  kind,  sustained  by  evidence,  has  b^n  made  against  persons 
in  the  emi>loyment  of  the  United  States,  I  cannot  but  i)ermit  myself  the 
hope  that  the  exercise  of  similar  energy  may  have  some  effect  in  ]>Qtting 
a  check  on  what  is  plainly  a  systematic  plan  by  insurgent  emissaries 
and  their  British  allies  to  violate  the  neutrality  of  her  Majesty's  kingdom, 
to  the  injury  of  a  country  with  which  it  is  atpeace. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  cfcc.,  cfcc,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract] 

United  States  Consulate, 

London,  April  12,  1861 

Sir:  In  addition  to  those  heretofore  forwarded  to  you,  I  herewith 
.inclose  the  affidavits  of  twenty-one  persons,  seamen  and  firemen,  neuly 
all  of  whom  are  British  subjects,  who  engaged  to  go  in  and  serve  on 
l^ard  the  rebel  privateer  Rappahannock,  but  who  made  their  escape  fiom 
her  and  jetumed  to  this  port.  They  were  all  engaged  in  and  sent  firom 
this  country'  by  persons  residing  in  it,  and  who  are  probably  citizens  uid 
subjects  therof. 

Penuit  me  to  ask  your  special  attention  to  a  few  of  these  affidavits, 
though  all  are  of  importance.  That  of  Robert  Sadd  shows  that  he,  an 
Englishman,  was  engaged  by  John  Seymour,  of  London,  to  go  to  and 
serve  on  board  ihe  rebel  steamer  Rappahannock,  and  where  and  by  whom 
his  half  pay  was  to  be  paid.  It  also  shows  the  large  number  of  English  sd* 
•ors  who  applied  to  Seymour  for  service  on  board  the  ship  at  Calais  in 
one  day.  The  affidavit  of  Joseph  SuUi  van  proves  that  he,  also  an  Englidi- 
man,  was  shipped  or  engaged  to  serve  on  board  tbe  rebel  privateer 
Rappahannock,  th^i  and  now  in  the  port  of  Calais,  France,  bv  John  8ef - 
mour,  and  that,  at  the  time  and  place  where  he  and  eight  ot&er  Xte|^ 
subjects  were  engaged  so  to  serve,  there  were  four  persons  pieseni  who 
advised  and  aided  Seymour  in  procuring  men  for  the  privateer  Bq^pkan- 
•nock.    These  f oni  ^^e^c^na  ^ere  probably,  as  ^illivaa  thoogiit  cr  koev? 
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officers  from  the  Eappahaunock,  as  such  persous  were  known  to  be  in 
London  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  seamen  and  firemen  for  said  vessel. 

The  affidavit  signed  by  Edward  Smith,  Dennis  Connell,  and  James 
Grace  shows  that  they  were  8hipi)ed  or  engaged  by  Seymour.  This  affi- 
davit has  a  copy  of  such  an  engagement  as  they  made  and  signed  at  Sey- 
Dotonr's  attached.  They  are  all  British  subjects,  and  went  to  Calais  in 
partial  fulfillment  of  their  agreement,  and  saw  the  ship  they,  with  others, 
were  engaged  for,  the  Rai)pahannock,  but  would  not  go  on  board,  and 
returned  to  London. 

The  affidavit  of  James  Graham  and  eight  others  of  Liveri>ool,  all  fire- 
men and  British  subjects,  shows  that  he  and  the  other  eight  were  engaged 
and  taken  to  Calais  to  the  steamer  Rappahannock  by  William  A.  Brad- 
shaw  and  Joseph  Buchanan,  engineers  of  Liverpool,  also  British  subjects, 
and  were  turned  over  to  Captain  William  V.  A.  Campbell,  the  commander 
of  the  privateer  Rappahannock.  To  Graham's  .affida\it  is  attached  the 
original  certificate  of  the  appointment  of  Buchanan  and  Bradshaw  as  assist- 
ant engineers  in  the  so-called  Confederate  States  navy.  To  this  affidavit 
is  also  attached  a  certificate  of  an  allotment  of  monthly  pay  for  the  period 
of  twenty-four  months.  The  allotment  of  thirty  dollars  per  month  wa« 
to  be  paid  to  the  family  of  Joseph  Buchanan  by  Messrs.  Jones  &  Co.,  of 
Liverpool.  These  certificates  are  all  signed  by  William  V.  A.  Camx>bell, 
the  commander  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  vessel  of  war  Rappa- 
hannock. 

Several  of  these  affidavits  show  that  confederate  agents  have  engaged 
men  for  the  rebel  service  in  several  of  the  maritime  ix^rts  of  Great  Brit- 
ain. I  have  other  information  which  entirely  satisfies  me  that  such 
agents  are  now,  and  have  for  some  time  been,  actively  engaged  in  pro- 
curing and  sending  to  continental  ports  English  subjects  for  the  rebel 
service,  from  all  the  principal  maritime  ports  in  this  country.  The  sea- 
men, firemen,  &c.,  are  sent  away  in  small  numbers  at  a  time,  from  the 
several  ports  to  some  confederate  vessel,  in  charge  of  shipping-masters, 
sailor  boarding-house  keex)ers,  or  other  persons  employed  to  engage  them. 
It  is  plain  that  all  the  parties  to  these  transactions  have  acted  and  are 
acting  in  open  violation  of  the  2d  section  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

It  is  an  established  fact  that  the  confederates  have  sent,  and  are  now 
sending,  British  seamen,  fiiemen,  engineers,  stewards,  cooks,  and  other 
persons,  to  man  the  privateers  recently  repaired  and  fitted  out  in  French 
ports,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe,  and  do  believe,  that  they  are  uQt 
only  collecting  such  persons  to  man  privateers,  or  vessels  to  be  used  as 
such,  especially  one  now  about  I'eady  to  leave  the  Clyde,  which  they  expect 
soon  to  get  out,  but  also  that  they  are  sending  a  surplus  of  men  out  on 
many  blockade-runners,  in  the  hope  of  securing  them  for  ser\ice  on  the 
diips  of  war  they  are  completing  in  some  of  the  southern  ports.  They 
now  have  their  agents  and  runners  in  most  of  the  outposts  of  this  coun- 
try, especially  those  located  on  the  English  channel,  collecting  and 
engaging  men  for  the  rebel  service,  and  sending  them  away  very  quietly, 
one  or  more  at  a  time,  as  they  can  engage  them,  and  as  they  can  be  got 
away  without  attraetiug  unusual  attention.  Both  the  men  engaged  and 
leaving  for  such  puii)oses,  and  the  persons  through  whose  instrumental- 
ity they  are  engaged  or  sent  away,  are  in  this  respect  acting  in  direct 
and  open  violation  of  the  very  letter  of  the  2d  section  of  the  foreign  enlist- 
ment act,  and  tor  so  acting  are  liable  to  the  penalty  of  fine  and  imprison- 
ment. 

The  sixth  section  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  forbids  any  master  or 
owner  of  a  vessel  from  knowingly  taking,  or  engaging  to  take,  on  board^ 
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as  passengers  or  otUenvise,  any  x>ersons  who  are  leaving  any  i)ort  of  the 
British  dominfons,  with  the  intention  of  entering  into  any  foreign  servii-e, 
or  who  have  engaged  to  enter  such  service  against  the  provisioiLs  of  said 
act;  and  any  master  or  owner  so  offending  is  liable  to  a  tine  of  fifty 
pounds  for  each  person  so  taken  on  board,  or  engageil  to  be  so  taken: 
and  the  vessel  may  be  seized  and  detained  until  the  i>enaltie^  are  jwid. 
There  are  but  few  steamers  plying  between  these  islands  and  the  French 
coast  not  liable  to  seizure  under  this  section,  for  nearly  all  have,  at  some 
time  within  the  last  four  or  five  months,  cari'ied  men  from  this  cowntrr 
to  some  one  of  the  rebel  cruisers  which  have,  witliin  this  time,  beeii 
repaired  and  fitted  in  French  ports.  Wliile  this  contraband  passenjjer 
trade  has  been  principally  carried  on  by  the  boats  running  from  Ix)n(ion, 
Dover,  and  Folkestone  to  French  ports,  other  lines  and  transient  boats 
have  not  been  neglected. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MORSE,  CoMuL 
Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister^  cfec,  <fce.,  cj&c. 


Affidavit  of  Robert  8add. 

I,  Robert  Sadd,  of  Waltham  Abbey,  Essex,  do  hereby  solemnly  and  . 
tnily  swe^r  that  on  Thursday  morning  last,  7th  of  April,  1  went  t^ 
John  Seymoiu'-s  house,  Wellclose  square,  hearing  that  he  was  engaging 
firemen.  I  saw  him,  and  he  told  me  to  come  at  3  o'clock,  as  he  was  . 
going  out.  At  3  o'clock  I,  with  about  twenty  or  thirty  others,  all  Brit- 
ish subjects,  went  there,  and  as  so  many  had  been  promised  he  could  not 
engage  me  then.  On  the  next  morning,  Friday,  8th  April,  I  went  again 
to  Seymour's  and  saw  him ;  I  asked  him  if  he  had  got  all  his  firemen,  or 
if  he  wanted  more.  He  asked  me  if  1  had  a  discharge ;  I  said  yes.  He 
said  he  wanted  a  new  one.  I  told  him  I  had  two.  He  took  both  up  to 
the  city,  or  office,  as  he  called  it,  with  him.  I  do  not  know  where  he 
took  them.  1  asked  him  how  we  were  going  to  Calais.  He  said,  as  he 
nuist  not  be  seen  in  it,  his  young  man  would  pay  our  passage  down,  and 
he  would  pay  him  again.  We  asked  what  wages  or  advance  we  were  to 
have.  He  said  we  were  to  have  4«.  a  day  while  working  on  board  in 
dock  until  ready  to  go  away,  and  then  we  were  to  have  bonnt^'-money  and 
w*ages,  and  that  would  be  paid  by  check  at  Liverpool,  so  tihat  we  coald 
send  it  up  to  our  friends.  I  was  to  meet  him  again  between  four  and 
five  o'clock  yesterday  afternoon.  I  went  and  saw  him.  He  gave  me 
back  my  two  discharges,  and  said  I  should  have  to  show  them  when  I 
got  to  Calais,  and  that  I  was  to  be  up  at  his  place  at  ten  o'clock  this 
morning  to  go  by  the  boat  to  Calais.  I  went  to  the  boat,  bat  from  some 
remarks  I  heard  while  on  the  wharf  would  not  go.  I  was  not  aware 
before  of  the  sliip's  name,  or  the  service  we  were  required  for;  had  I 
known  of  it  when  Seymour  first  8i)oke  to  me,  I  would  not  have  promised 
to  go  at  all.  The  ship  proved  to  be  the  confederate  steamer  Rappahan- 
nock. 

ROBERT  SADD. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent,  at  my  office,  No.  37  Nicholas  lane,  in  tihe  €itj 
of  London,  this  the  9th  day  of  April,  1864,  before  me. 

JOHN  GASTLB  GANT, 
A  London  Oommimonerj  dte. 
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Affidavit  of  Joseph  Sullivan,   • 

I,  Joseph  SuUivau,  of  LondoD,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  was  born  in 
Bristol,  England-,  and  am  by  trade  a  fireman.  On  Tuesday  night  last  (5th 
of  April)  I  was  coming  up  Ratcliff'  highway ;  I  met  John  Seymour,  ship- 
]>ing-master  of  Wellclose  square.  He  asked  me  to  drink ;  we  went  into  the 
Cock  and  Neptune,  corner  of  Neptune  street  and  the  highway.  When 
there  he  asked  me  if  1  would  get  him  twelve  or  fourteen  men,  as  firemen, 
for  a  ship  in  Calais.  I  said  I  could,  and  he  told  me  to  get  them,  and  said 
he  would  give  me  plenty  pf  money  in  Calais,  but  none  here  in  London. 
I  went  to  John  Seymour's  house,  in  Wellclose  square,  with  the  follow- 
ing, myself  as  leading  stoker:  John  Lacy,  David  Cornell,  James  Grace, 
Edward  Smith,  Peter  Ryan,  James  Lacy,  Bartholomew  Walsh,  Owen 
DriscoU,  Samuel  Theater,  John  Howell,  and  Thomas  Day,  stokers.  He 
asked  me  for  a  discharge  of  each  man;  I  took  them  all  with  me  and 
gave  them  to  him.  He  (Seymour)  then  took  me  to  the  parlor  of  the 
King's  Arms,  and  I  had  an  interview  with  four  gentlemen.  One  of  the 
gentlemen  asked  me  if  I  could  procure  the  men  (meaning  the  firemen 
and  seamen)  that  Seymour  required,  but  they  must  be  all  British  sub- 
jects, and  that  if  I  would  I  should  be  well  rewarded  when  I  got  to  Calais. 
He  then  asked  me  if  the  men  were  with  us  whose  names  were  on  the  list ; 
I  answered  they  were,  and  produced  the  discharge  of  each  man  as  his 
name  was  read  by  the  gentleman  or  officer  of  the  ship,  and  Seymour 
kept  them.  The  four  gentlemen  whom  I  had  an  interview  with  I  sup- 
posed to  be  officers  belonging  to  the  ship  to  whicli  I  was  to  be  sent.  1 
was  then  told  to  go  to  the  bar  and  have  what  I  liked  to  drink,  and  Sey- 
mour told  me  to  come  at  eight  o'clock  at  night  and  he  would  give  me 
back  the  discharges.  When  I  went  to  his  house  at  eight  o'clock,  he 
called  me  into  the  parlor,  and  gave  me  back  twelve  discharges,  and  told  me 
to  pick  six  of  them  to  go  away  on  Friday  morning,  from  London  Bridge 
station,  which  I  did.  On  Friday  morning,  8th  of  April,  at  half  past  five 
o'clock,  1,  with  five  men,  went  to  Seymour's  house,  and  left  at  six  o'clock 
for  London  Bridge  station,  arriving  there  at  seven  o'clock.  While  at 
the  station  waiting  for  Mr.  Seymour,  who  was  to  pay  our  passage  to 
Dover,  I  asked  the  boy  who  drives  Mr.  Seymour's  cjirt  the  name  of  the 
ship  we  were  going  to.  He  said  it  was  the  steamer  Rappahannock,  lying 
at  Calais.  When  Seymour  came  up  1  asked  him  if  we  were  for  the  Rap- 
pahannock. He  said,  "Yes,  it's  all  right;  don't  make  a  noise  about  it; 
you  will  be  all  right  when  you  get  to  Calais."  He  then  went  into  tlje 
station  to  get  six  tickets.  He  came  out  and  said,  "I  have  not  got  suffi- 
cient money  to  j^ay  for  six  tickets,  as  it  is  the  express  train  that  leaves 
at  half  past  seven.  He  then  took  out  four  sovereigns  and  some  silver  in 
his  hand,  and  said  to  me,  "Sullivan,  you  caii  proceed  and  take  these  men 
with  you;  the  other  two  can  go  to  my  house,  and  1  will  send  them  by 
the  boat."  We  objected  to  be  parted^  and  all  returned  together.  I  went 
home  and  stopped  imtil  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  1  went  again  to 
his  (Seymour's)  house  in  Wellclose  square;  he  told  me  that  the  boat 
would  start  at  3  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning,  (this  day,)  and  that  I  was 
to  get  him  more  men,  because  it  was  better  to  send  them  through  by 
dark  than  by  daylight.  1  got  six  men  with  me,  and  two  more  joined  me 
at  his  house  at  twehe  o'clock  at  night.  About  half  past  twelve 
we  all  proceeded  to  London  Bridge  wharf,  and  arrived  there  at  about 
half  past  two  o'clock  this  morning.  W^hile  waiting  there  I  met  a  friend, 
who  a«ked  me  what  lay  I  was  going  in ;  I  told  him  I  did  not  know,  but 
that  I  was  going  to  Calais  to  join  the  Rappahannock.    He  advised  us  to 
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stay  away,  and  I  and  Robert  Sadd  would  not  go;  the  others  vent 
Seymour  told  me  I  should  not  sign  until  after  arriving  at  Calais;  Imt 
that  my  wages  would  be  $34  per  month,  and  £10  bounty  after  signing 
on  the  ship.  I  did  not  know  she  was  a  confederate  ship,  or  would  not 
have  had  anything  to  do  with  her.  Seymour  deceived  us  all  through, 
as  he  knew  what  she  was  and  what  we  were  wanted  for. 

JOSEPH  SULLIVAN. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent  at  my  oflSce,  No.  37  Nicholas  lane,  in  the  city 
of  London,  this  9th  day  of  April,  1864,  before  me. 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 
A  Commissions  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 


Affidavit  of  Edward  Smith  and  others. 

We,  Edward  Smith  of  Rotheriiithe,  Surrey,  Dennis  Connell  of  Cork, 
Ireland,  and  James  Grace  of  London,  firemen,  do  hereby  solemnly  and 
sincerely  swear,  that  on  Thursday  last,  April  7,  we  went  to  John 
Seymour's,  (or,  as  he  is  called,  John  the  Greek's,)  in  Wellclose  squan*, 
and  when  there  he  asked  us  if  we  would  go  to  work  at  four  shillinjrs  a 
day,  and  to  be  found  in  food,  &c.,  on  a  ship  lying  in  Calais.    We 
said  we  would,  and  he  took  the  discharges  from  us  that  we  had  received 
from  the  ships  we  last  sensed  in.    He  told  us  to  be  at  his  honse 
at  quarter  before  six  o'clock  on  the  following  morning,  April  8,  to 
go  by  the  train  to  Dover,  and  then  across  to  Calais.    We  were  there, 
and  went  with  three  others  to  the  London  bridge  station.    When 
we  anived  there,  he,  Seymour,  had  not  enough  money  to  pay  our 
passage  by  that  train,  as  it  was  an  express.    He  wanted  four  to  go 
by  that  train,  but  we  would  not  separate,  but  all  go  together;  so  we 
left  the  station,  went  home,  and  returned  again  about  twenty  minutes 
past  9.    He  was  not  there,  but  sent  his  man  to  tell  us  to  come  to  his 
house,  as  there  was  a  gentleman  there  who  wanted  to  see  us.    When 
we  got  there  we  saw  no  one  but  himself,  and  he  told  us  to  be  at  his 
house  again  at  half  past  1  on  the  Saturday  morning,  and  then  we  should 
all  go  by  the  boat  that  started  from  London  bridge  that  morning.    We 
went  to  his  house,  and  then  we  demanded  a  copy  of  the  agreement  ve 
had  signed,  and  Seymour  gave  us  a  copy,  which  is  annexed.    Ve 
afterwards  went  to  the  boat,  the  Hanover  steamer  at  London  bridge, 
and  Seymour's  man  paid  our  passage  to  Calais  and  took  our  discharg(«( 
on  shore  with  him.    On  arrival  at  Calais  there  was  no  one  to  receive 
us.    We  inquired  where  the  Eappahannock  was,  and  we  met  one  of 
the  officers  of  the  ship.    He  asked  us  if  we  were  going  to  join  the 
Rappahannock.    We  told  him  that  we  came  down  to  work  on  board  of 
her  at  4«.  a  day.    He  said  we  could  not  work  on  her  at  4s.  a  day,  but  il 
we  went  to  work  on  her  at  all  we  must  join  the  ship,  the  wages  to  be 
£15  16«.  a  month,  and  we  were  to  sign  for  three  years.    We  told  him 
we  should  not  join  her.    He  said  he  would  pay  our  passage  back  to 
London.    We  remained  all  Saturday  night,  and  went  to  ttie  British 
consul  and  told  him  how  we  had  been  served,  but  he  would  have 
notliing  to  do  with  us.    The  captain  of  the  steamer  Bainbpw  allowed  us 
to  sleep  on  board  that  night,  and  on  Sunday  morning  we  went  on  shore 
to  see  when  we  were  to  be  sent  back.    One  of  the  officers  of  the  Rappa- 
hannock met  us  and  asked  us  where  we  slept.  We  told  him.    Asked  mm 
for  food,  and  went  ^tk  Mm  to  the  quay  by  the  side  of  the  Bappldiaiiiioct 
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We  were  afiraid  to  go  on  board,  as,  if  we  had,  we  feared  we  should  have 
been  detained,  or  put  in  irons  or  something.  We  stayed  there  about 
two  hours,  then  went  and  sold  some  of  our  clothes  and  bought  food: 
afterwards  we  saw  the  captain  of  the  steamer,  who  told  us  that  he  would 
not  take  us  back  unless  he  had  the  money  first.  We  then  went  back  to 
the  Eappahannock,  and  api>earer  Smith  went  on  board.  The  first 
lieutenant  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  us  imless  we  joined  the  ship. 
Smith  got  ashore  and  we  were  going  away,  but  were  called  back.  The 
first  lieutenant  said,  considering  that  Sey^tnotir  had  sent  uSj  he  would  pay 
our  passage  back  to  London.  We  asked  him  about  food,  as  we  told  him 
we  were  hungry.  About  half  past  4  one  of  the  officers  came  on  shore 
and  went  to  the  steamer  Rainbow  and  saw  the  captain.  He  brought 
three  tickets  on  shore  and  gave  them  to  us,  and  told  us  the  steward 
would  provide  us  with  food.  We  went  on  board  the  steamer,  had  some 
food,  and  returned  to  London.  After  we  arrived  in  London  we  went 
down  to  Seymour's  about  our  discharges,  and  to  see  if  we  could  get 
paid.  We  were  told  he  was  at  Newcastle.  There  was  no  other  Amer- 
ican steamer  at  Calais.  The  only  steamers  there  were  the  Dover  and 
the  Calais  packet-boats,  two  of  the  London  packets  and  a  French  gun- 
boat. 

EDWARD  SMITH. 

D.  CORNELL. 

JAMES  GRACE. 

Sworn  by  all  the  deponents  at  my  office,  No.  37  Nicholas  lane,  in  the 
citj'  of  London,  this  the  12th  day  of  April,  1864,  before  me, 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 


Copy  of  agreement. 

London,  April  8, 1864. 

We  agree,  all  of  us  that  sign  this  agreement,  firemen  and  sailors, 
steward  and  cook,  to  go  to  Calais  to  work  on  board  the  American 
8teamship  Rappahannock,  to  have  4«.  per  day,  cook  and  steward  the 
same;  sailors  to  have  3s.  per  day,  and  all  to  have  victual  and  passage 
money,  to  be  paid  by  John  Seymour.  All  of  them  to  work  for  seven 
days. 

1.  10.  18. 

2.  11.  19. 

3.  12.  20. 

4.  13.  21. 

5.  14.  22. 

6.  15.  23. 

7.  16.  24. 

8.  17.  25. 
9. 


Affidavit  of  James  Graham. 

I,  James  Graham,  of  Liverpool,  fireman,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely 
swear  that  1  left  Liverpool,  with  eight  others,  on  the  7th  of  February, 
for  a  voyage  to  the  East  Indies,  having  been  engaged  by  James  Cun- 
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ningbam  and  Joseph  Buchanan,  engineers,  of  Liverpool,  who  informed 
us  the  steamer  was  Ijing  at  Gravesend,  and  that  we  were  to  go  t« 
London  by  train,  and  thence  to  Gravesend  and  join  her  there.  We  were 
well  plied  with  liquor,  and  at  11  o'clock  at  night  went  to  the  station  at 
Line  street  to  meet  them,  our  wives  going  with  us  to  receive  our  month's 
advance,  which  they  promised  to  pay  tbem.  We  were  to  have  £A\  l(k 
per  month.  After  we  had  all  arrived  at  the  station,  we  were  hurriwi 
into  the  carriages,  more  drink  was  given  to  us,  and  no  notice  taken  of 
the  advance.  On  arrival  in  London  we  were  taken  in  cabs  to  another 
railway,  again  plied  with  liquor,  taken  to  Dover.  When  there  I  aske<l 
Mr.  Cunningham  what  game  he  was  up  to.  He  said  you  are  going  on 
the  steamer,  as  it  is  the  tender  of  the  ship  lying  oft*  the  harbor.  We 
went  on  the  steamer  and  were  taken  to  Calais;  a  great  number  of  per- 
sons came  to  look  after  us^  we  were  guarded  until  we  were  put  on  the 
Eappahannock.  On  arriving  on  board,  Mr.  Cunningham  handed  us 
over  to  the  captain.  Both  Mr.  Buchanan  and  Mr.  Cunningham  looked 
after  us  until  then.  The  captain  said  to  us  as  we  had  had  a  long  jour- 
ney he  would  see  us  to-morrow.  We  were  all  rather  stupid  from  driuL 
He  gave  Shroutler  twenty  francs  to  spend  among  us;  and  on  the  next 
day  we  were  called  into  the  cabin  to  sign  articles.  They  were  not  read 
over  to  us.  The  captain  asked  us  all  if  we  were  ready  to  enlist.  We 
told  him  no;  we  came  as  firemen.  We  were  then  told  to  sign  our  names, 
and  that  the  wages  were  to  be  £6  Ids.  lOd.  per  month,  with  £10  boimty. 
We  were  to  have  advance  not-es  three  days  after  we  signed,  so  as  to 
send  them  to  our  wives.  They  were  to  be  paid  at  Me^fesrs-  Jones  .&  Co.'8 
ship  brokers,  Livei*i^ool.  We  did  not  get  these  notes,  and  Shrouder  was 
X)ut  in  irons  for  asking  for  them.  The  treatment  we  received  was  vm 
severe.  If  the  leiist  word  wa«  said,  either  a  pistol  was  placed  at  our 
heads,  or  we  were  put  in  irons.  After  six  of  them  (the  men  from  Liver- 
pool) had  run  away,  I  looked  out  for  the  first  opi)ortunity  to  leave  the 
ship.  On  Thursday  last,  31st  Mjirch,  at  half  past  five  Vclock,  I  got 
liberty  and  went  on  shore.  I  wa«  to  return  on  board  the  following  morning, 
at  8  o'clock.  I  did  not  return.  They  finding  that  I  was  trying  to  get 
away,  the  doctor,  Mr.  Newton,  and  Mr.  Wilson,  midshipman,  watched 
me,  and  when  entering  a  public  house  one  of  them  struck  me  with  a  life- 
preserver  and  knocked  me  senseless.  1  was  taken  to  some  house,  and 
on  recovering  found  myself  on  a  bench,  and  Mr.  Kewton  was  watching 
me.  I  asked  for  a  drink  of  water,  and  when  he  went  to  give  it  to  me  I 
knocked  him  over  and  ran  away.  I  went  to  the  Ship  Hotel,  and  the 
landlord  stowed  me  away  in  the  back  kitchen  until  Friday  afternoon, 
the  Ist  of  April;  I,  ^rith  another  man,  then  walked  away  on  the  Bou- 
logne road,  and  was  picked  up  by  the  diligence.  On  arrival  at  Boulogne 
we  went  on  board  the  boat  for  Folkestone,  and  arrived  in  London  on 
Saturday  evening.  When  I  was  struck  by  the  officers,  they  severely 
injured  my  left  slioulder,  and  brought  blood  from  behind  my  right  ear. 
I  have  not  been  able  to  lift  my  left  arm  since.  My  clothes  were  all 
covered  with  blood.  I  would  never  have  gone  on  board  had  I  known 
what  she  was.  Mr.  Buchanan,  who  had  worked  with  me  before,  recom- 
mended me  to  go.  He  said  she  was  for  India — lying  at  Gravesend;  the 
voyage  was  for  twenty-foiu-  months.  Several  men  from  Portsmouth 
joined  the  ship  at  different  times — ^two  are  still  on  board.  The^'  urill 
take  any  one  that  comes,  and  when  once  on  board  they  are  very  badly 
treated.  The  provisions  are  bad,  and  the  officers  treat  the  men  like  dQgs> 
The  men  from  Portsmouth  came  from  Jier  M^jest^'p  steamer  Tra&lgar; 
one  left  some  time  back.  Man-of-war's  men  are  told  all  sorts  of  things 
to  induce  them  to  join.    I  received  a  £2  advance  note  after  I  had  hm 
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on  board  about  three  weeks.  It  was  paid  by  Samuels  &  Co.,  of  Liver- 
pool, an  exchange  office.  I  had  five  francs  given  me  for  drink  when  I 
came  on  shore. 

JAMES  GRAHAM. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent,  at  my  office,  No.  5  White  Hart  court,  Lom- 
bard street,  in  the  cit^'  of  London,  this  4th  dav  of  April,  before  me. 

JOHN  J.  ANTDEEW, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery, 


I,  James  Graham,  of  Liverpool,  fireman,  do  solemnly  swear  that  the 
half-pay  note  attached,  signed  by  Josejih  Buchanan,  in  the  presence 
of  William  V.  A.  Campbell,  and  dated  the  22d  of  Febniary,  18G4,  is  of 
the  true  and  proper  handwriting  of  the  said  Joseph  Buchanan  and 
William  V.  A.  Campbell.  I  have  seen  Captain  Campbell  sign  his  name 
several  times.  He  signed  the  drafts  for  £2  that  were  given  to  each  of 
the  Liverpool  men  after  we  had  been  three  weeks  on  board.  I  have 
seen  Joseph  Buchanan  write  often,  ha\ing  worked  with  him,  and  I  sol- 
emnly swear,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  the  signature 
attached  to  the  half  pay  note  is  in  Joseph  Buchanan's  handAvriting,  and 
also  that  Captain  Campbell  signed  the  two  certificates  of  appointment 
of  Joseph  Buchanan  and  Alexander  Bradshaw,  and  the  said  half-pay 
note. 

JAMES  GKAHAM. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent,  at  my  office,  Fo.  5  White  Hart  court,  Lom- 
bard street,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  4th  dav  of  April,  1864,  before  me. 

JOHN  L  ANDREW, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oatlis  in  Chancery, 


CONPEDERATE  STATES  STEAMER  RAPPAHANNOCK, 

Calais,  February  7, 1864. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  appointed  3d  assistant  engineer  in  the  Confed- 
erate States  navy,  from  the  7th  day  of  February,  1864. 
Respectfully, 

WILLIAM  Y.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Lieutenant  Commandin{fj  Confederate  Stutes  Navy, 

William  Alexander  Bradshaw. 


Confederate  States  Steamer  Rappahannock, 

Calais,  February  7, 1864. 

Sir  :  You  are  hereby  appointed  third  assistant  engineer  in  the  Confed- 
erate States  navy,  from  the  7th  day  of  February,  1864. 
Respectfully, 

WILLIAM  V.  A.  CAIVIPBELL, 
Lieutenant  Commanding,  Confederate  States  Navy. 

Mr.  Joseph  Buchanan. 
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I,  Joseph  Buchanan,  3d  assistant  engineer  on  board  the  Confederate 
Stiites  vessel  of  war  Rappahannock,  commanded  by  W.  V.  A.  Campbell 
lieutenant  ccnnmanding  Confederate  States  navy,  do  by  these  presents 
allot  thirty  dollars  per  month  of  my  pay  for  the  support  of  my  family. 
And  I  do  hereby  appoint  Messrs.  Jones  &  Co..  ship  brokers,  Liveqwrtl, 
my  attorney,  to  receive  for  that  purpose  from  tne  navy  agent  at  the  port 
of  Liverpool,  England,  the  said  sum  of  thirty  doUars  monthly,  for  the 
term  of  twenty-four  mouths,  the  first  payment  to  be  made  on  the  thirtieth 
day  of  April,  1864. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  the  twentj- 
second  of  Febniary,  1864. 

JOSEPH  BUCHAIirAN.  [seal.] 

In  presence,  and  with  the  approbation  of, 

WILLIAM  V.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Lieutenant  Commanding^  Confederate  States  Xary. 

Registered  bj'  Douglass  F.  Forest,  assistant  i>aymaster,  Confederate 
States  navy. 


Affidavit  of  Charles  Bennett. 

I,  Charles  Bennett,  able  seaman,  of  Plymouth,  England,  do  hereby 
truly,  sincerely,  and  solemnly  swear  that  I  left  London,  with  abimt 
thirteen  others,  by  railway  from  London  bridge  to  Dover,  thence  by 
steamboat  to  Calais,  about  the  latter  part  of  November,  and  joineil  the 
steamship  liappaliannock  there  as  able  seaman.  I  was  not  aware  wbat 
kind  of  ship  she  was  until  I  arrived  on  board.  I  signed  articles  to  join  the 
steamship  Scylla,  at  £3  Ids.  i)er  month,  in  the  Downs,  for  a  voyage  to 
the  West  Indies  and  back.  This  agreement  was  made  at  Scott's  public 
house,  in  Gravel  lane.  Tower  Hill.  I  do  not  know  the  man  who  shipi)ed 
me.  Had  I  known  that  the  ship  was  a  confederate  man-of-war,  I  would 
not  have  signed  articles  to  join  her. 

After  I  w\is  received  on  board,  it  was  three  days  before  I  commenced 
work.  Then  the  best  part  of  the  men  who  brought  her  from  Sheemess 
left  her.  Four  riggers  then  came  on  board,  and  commenced  fitting  the 
ship,  cleaning  out  the  tanks,  shell-room,  magazines  and  all  the  other 
rooms.  The  stores,  such  as  rum,  flour,  bresul,  rice,  i>eas,  sugar,  and 
sundries,  were  then  sent  on  shore  to  a  private  store.  Four  days  affcer 
that  some  boiler  makers  came  from  Sheemess  to  work  on  board,  and 
commenced  taking  old  tubes  out  and  repairing  the  boilers.  I  with  the 
seamen  then  commenced  our  regidar  work,  putting  things  to  rights  on 
deck  and  aloft.  Some  days  after  that  a  report  came  to  the  ship  that 
two  United  States  frigates  were  in  sight.  Mr.  Graves,  the  first  lieutenant, 
said  the  vessel  lay  too  much  in  sight,  and  it  was  shifted  farther  back 
into  the  harbor.  The  old  fan  was  removed  from  the  Bappahannock 
and  a  new  one  put  into  her.  We  then  received  stores,  .oonsiBting  of 
clothing,  shoes,  ribbons,  and  smidries.  About*  three  weeks  ago,  ten  of 
us  were  sent  on  shore  to  get  some  cases  that  had  been  reoeived  from 
England  by  the  steamer.  1  was  leading  hand,  and  ordered  to  open  them. 
They  were  oi)ened  and  contained  bull-rings,  pieces  of  brass  made  to  fit 
on  the  deck  for  the  guns  to  travel  in,  enough  for  ten  guns,  and  some 
copper  fighting  bolts.  These  are  what  the  gun  rests  on,  to  aUow  ttan 
to  turn  any  way  while  in  use.  The  funnels  have  been  fitted  so  as  to 
lower  with  crutches  oiv  d^ck.   The  bolts  and  bnll  rings  weie  taken  on 
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1,  and  stowed  away  in  tlie  gunner's  store-room.  A  roll  of  cloth  was 
taken  on  deck,  and  the  magazine  screens  cut  out.  For  several 
afterwards  nothing  was  taken  on  board  but  small  fittings.  On 
nesday,  10th  Febniary,  three  engineers  and  six  firemen  came  on 
I,  and  in  the  evening  the  fires  were  lighted  and  banked  up,  and  we 
tokl  if  it  was  fogg>^  she  would  go  out  that  night  to  Cherbourg, 
e  the  remainder  of  her  crew  were  waiting  to  come  on  board.  The 
however,  cleared  away,  and  we  did  not  go  out.  On  Saturday 
ng,  13th  February,  at  half  past  six  o'clock,  I  watched  the  port  side 
e  deck — the  side  nearest  the  shore ;  and  as  the  oflicer  knew  that  I 
ried  to  desert  from  the  ship  before,  he  sent  me  on  the  other  side  of 
ibip.  As  he  walked  aft  I  jumped  over  the  bow,  took  the  end  of  a 
iind  lowered  myself  into  the  water.  I  swam  to  a  little  boat  that 
ying  the  other  side  of  the  pier,  landed,  and  ran  as  hard  as  I  could 
.  At  half  past  ten  o'clock  I  went  on  the  mail  boat  that  was  gomg 
over,  and  as  there  was  no  one  awake  on  board,  1  went  below  and 
^d  myself  away  under  hatches.  On  arrival  at  Dover,  having  no 
y,  I  sold  my  clothes  to  pay  the  passage  over,  or  the  boat  would 
taken  me  back  again,  and  came  to  London.  I  never  intended 
)ing  on  the  Eappahannock  after  I  knew  she  was  a  confederate  ship 
ir. 

his 

CHAELES  X  BENNETT. 

mark. 

orn  by  the  deponent,  Charles  Bennett,  at  my  office.  No.  37  Nicholas 
«S:e.,  &e.,  &c. 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 
A  London  Commissioner^  c&c,  &c. 


Affidavit  of  Robert  Dnnn. 

Robert  Dunn,  of  Sheemess,  boiler-maker,  do  hereby  truly  and  sol- 
y  swear  that  I  went  to  Calais  and  joined  the  ship  Eappahannock  as 
an.  1  had  previously  called  upon  Mr.  Eumble  three  times,  as  I 
1  lie  was  shipping  hands  for  her,  and  he  had  sent  some  of  my  ship- 
s  and  i)aid  their  carriage  to  Calais,  but  I  was  not  able  to  see  him. 
rrival  at  Calais  I  saw  Gifford  and  the  other  boiler-makers  sent  by 
tumble ;  they  had  been  working  all  night  drawing  tubes.  Gifford 
me  Mr.  Kuinble  gave  him  £15  to  pay  their  passage  over,  and  he 
ord)  told  me  if  I  had  seen  Mr.  Kumble  he  would  have  paid  my  pas- 
1  remained  on  board  three  days  before  I  signed  articles,  and  my 
was  dated  back  to  the  1st  of  December  at  £5  19«.  IM.  per  month 
eirian,  and  we  were  to  share  prize  money  as  the  prizes  were  taken. 
1  the  day  I  shipped,  five  men  came  from  Sheemess  and  joined  the 
)ahann()ck.  Tliey  were  all  from  her  Majesty's  ship  Cumberland, 
hiul  deserted  and  the  other  three  had  been  discharged,  Mr.  Kumble 
ng  bought  their  discharges  for  them.  Mr.  Eumble  gave  them  the 
\v  to  buy  them  out  of  the  service  a  week  before,  and  at  the  time  the 
lay  at  Bheeniess  they  told  me  how  they  could  have  duped  Mr.  Kum- 
f  they  saw  fit.  Kobert  Crickmore  w^as  the  man  that  Mr.  Eumble 
the  money  to  buy  the  discharges  for  himself,  Eeuben,  Knight  and 
xMis.  This  was  at  Sheemess  pier  head.  Eobert  Crickmore  said  this 
ly  on  board,  and  so  did  the  other  men  several  times.  A  marine  who 
tleserted,  afterwards  joined  as  a  coal-trimmer.  The  day  after,  Mr. 
ble  came  on  board  the  Eappahannock  about  twelve  o'clock  midnight, 
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and  he  a«ked  Mr.  Kaiusay  if  those  fellows  had  come  on  boanl.  ^Ir. 
Banisay  said,  "Yes,  all  right."  1  was  in  the  engine-room  and  was  com- 
ing up  to  report  Hifl's  well,  and  heartl  this  conversation;  and  Mr.  Rumble 
added,  "  I  must  be  off  by  daylight  in  the  morning."  Four  or  five  days 
afterwards  I  saw  Mr.  Bumble  again,  and  I  told  Gifford  I  had  seen  him. 
He  made  answer,  he  "  wished  he  had  seen  him,  as  they  were  getting  very 
short  of  money."  A  gang  of  men,  boiler-makers,  fitters,  e^uie  from  Mr. 
Rennie-s  after  the  Sheerness  boiler-makers  had  left,  and  commenced 
repairing  boilers,  putting  in  new  tubes,  &c.  While  tliey  were  on  board 
some  packing  case^  were  received  from  the  shore;  they  were  taken  on 
board  and  unpacked.  They  contained  brass  slides,  pivots,  and  gahan- 
ized  iron  ring-bolts  for  gun-slides.  They  were  stowed  away  in  the 
steerage,  and  were  not  to  be  placed  in  their  proi)er  places  on  deck  until 
after  the  vessel  left  Calais.  The  treatment  we  received  on  board  was  very 
bad.  I  was  promised  bj^  Captain  Campbell  that  my  wife  should  i-eceive 
money  out  of  my  bounty  during  the  time  we  remained  at  Calais,  and 
half  i)ay  so  soon  as  it  became  due.  Slie  only  received  £2,  and  when  I 
asked  him  to  send  some  more  he  threatened  to  boot  me.  I  saw  Mr. 
Graves  a  week  afterwards  about  the  same  subject,  and  he  said  he  would 
put  me  in  slave  irons  if  I  came  aft  any  more  about  money.  After  I  bad 
been  on  board  six  weeks  I  received  a  half-pay  check  for  £2  17;*.  1</..  pay- 
able at  Mr.  Howe's  Fountain  Inn,  Sheerness,  and  on  the  10th  of  February 
I  received  another  half  pay  note  for  £2  Ws,  10(L,  payable  at  the  same 
place.  On  one  occasion,  while  1  was  asking  for  my  right  about  sending 
money  to  my  wife,  I  was  put  in  irons  and  kept  so  for  twenty- four  hours ; 
and  on  anotber  occasion  w^hile  asking  the  same  questions,  they  tbreat- 
ened  to  put  thumb-screws  on  me.  On  the  12th  of  February  I  made  my 
escape  from  the  ship  in  consequence  of  the  treatment  I  received,  and  as 
I  thought  my  wife  would  not  get  the  half  i)ay,  as  the  notes  were  sent  to 
Liverpool  and  returned  unpaid,  and  afterwards  a  check  wa«  given  ami  paid 
at  Mr.  Howe's  Fountain  Inn,  Sheerness.  These  checks  were  drawn  on 
Haggard  &  Co.,  Cheapside.  There  were  on  board  slave  irons  in  great 
numbers,  and  revolvers;  and  the  men  on  board  were  constantly  in  itods 
and  tlireatened  with  revolver;  in  fact,  none  of  the  men  will  stop  if  tbey 
can  get  away.  There  were  only  about  twelve  men  and  Iwys  on  IkmucI 
when  I  left.  After  I  returnexl  to  Sheerness  Mr.  Kumblc  sent  for  me  on 
the  loth  of  February  last,  and  avsked  me  if  I  knew  whether  Mr.  Ksimsiiy 
wore  his  uniform  before  he  went  to  London  or  affcerwanls.  I  told  him 
after  he  had  been  to  London,  so  far  as  1  knew.  He  a^ked  my  reason  for 
leaving  the  Eappahannock.  I  told  him  it  was  the  consexjuence  of  the 
bad  treatment  I  received,  and  I  could  not  see  my  way  clear  for  leaving 
half  pay  to  my  wife.  He  said  he  was  sorry  I  had  left.  I  thought  the 
Eappahannock  was  a  blockade  runner;  had  I  known  she  was  a  confed- 
erate man-of-war  I  should  not  have  joined  her,  • 

EGBERT  DUS^, 

Sworn  at  my  office,  No.  5  Whit«  Hart  court,  Lombard  street,  in  the 
city  of  London,  this  29th  dav  of  February,  1864. 

JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 
A  London  Comminioner^  die.,  dCe.,  dxl 


Affidavit  of  Ludtcig  Kretschtnar. 

I,  Ludwig  Kretschmar,  do  truly,  solemnly,  and  sinoerd^  swear,  tiiat 
I  was  boarding  at  3o\iTi  ^^movM!'^^  Wellclose  square,  and  in  tibe  aeoond 


THE   RAPPAHANNOCK.  765 


• 


week  of  February  I  si^ed  articles  at  SejTiiour's  to  join  the  steamship 
Florida  at  Brest,  at  £6  per  month  wages,  with  a  bounty  of  £10,  and  5s. 
a  day  while  the  ship  remained  in  port.  1  was  told  I  snbuld  be  supplied 
with  clothes  and  aU  other  necessaries,  so  I  sold  what  I  had  and  spent 
the  money.  Two  days  afterwards  I  was  taken  on  board  (with  seventeen 
othersjT  the  stumer  bound  for  Calais.  On  arrival  at  Calais  we  did  not 
know  where  to  go.  A  man  then  came  from  the  confederate  steamer 
Kappahannock  and  told  us  to  come  on  board.  "We  refused,  as  we  were 
ordered  for  Brest.  Finding  we  had  nowhere  to  go,  and  being  told  that 
we  were  intended  for  the  Bappahannock,  we  went  on  board,  and  on  the 
following  day  the  captain  came  to  us  and  said  he  would  pay  us  the  bounty 
and  wages  at  sea,  and  would  pay  our  debts.  As  we  wai\^d  money  we 
objected,  and  he  told  us  we  should  have  no  food  unless  we  staid  by. 
We  all  refused,  and  were  put  on  board  the  Calais  packet  bound  for 
Dover,  from  whence  we  had  to  beg  our  way  to  London.  The  Austrian 
consul  put  us  in  a  boarding-house  and  paid  part  of  our  passage  to  Dover, 
the  remainder  being  paid  by  the  French  police. 

L  LTD  WIG  KEBTSCHMAR 

Sworn  at  my  office,  No.  5  White  Hart  court,  Lombard  street,  in  the 
city  of  London,  this  4th  day  of  March,  1864. 

JOHN  J.  ANDEEW, 
A  London  Commissioner^  <fcc.,  d&c,  c6c. 

We,  Frederick  Strandt,  Joseph  Trunick,  Franz  Junger,  John  Par^U, 
and  Henry  Jesser,  do  truly,  solemnly,  and  sincerely  swear  to  the  truth 
of  the  foregoing  statement.  We  were  all  shipped  by  John  Seymour  at 
Wellclose  square  for  the  ship  Florida,  lying  at  Brest,  and  all  went  to 
Calais  at  the  same  time,  and  returned  with  him  to  Dover. 

FREDEEICK  STRANDT. 

JOSEPH  TRUNICK. 

FRANZ  JUNGER. 

JOHN  PARELL. 

H.  JESSER. 

Sworn  by  the  above-named  five  deponents  at  my  office,  No.  5  White 
Hart  court,  Lombard  street,  city  of  London,  this  4th  day  of  March,  1864, 
before  me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDREW,     . 
A  London  Commissioner^  &€.,  d&c,  cfec. 


Affidavit  of  Thomas  MonJc. 

I,  Thomas  Monk,  of  Portsmouth,  Hampshire,  England,  do  truly  and 
solemnly  swear,  that  about  eleven  months  ago  I  was  engaged  by  a  stran- 
ger, at  Portsmouth,  to  go  to  New  Haven,  and  from  thence  by  steamer 
to  the  French  coast,  and  ran  alongside  the  confederate  steamer  Georgia, 
and  on  arriving  on  board  I  joined  her  as  quartermaster.  There  were 
three  other  men  taken  from  New  Haven  at  the  same  time,  and  the 
steamer  had  guns  and  ammunition  for  the  Georgia.  They  were  taken 
on  board  as  we  lay  off  the  coast.  The  Georgia  went  to  sea  as  soon  as 
we  had  received  the  guns,  and  cruised  towards  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
On  the  passage  she  took  eight  American  ships,  burned  three  of  them, 
and  bonded  the  other  five.    After  we  arrived  at  the  Cape,  we  retumea 
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to  France,  and  went  into  Cherbourg  for  repairs.  No  ships  were  burnt 
on  the  return  passage,  but  one  was  bonded.  After  we  had  been  at 
Cherbourg  some  time,  I  was  sent  to  the  Rappahannock,  at  Calais,  and 
then  I  returned  home.  While  I  was  in  the  Georgia  I  received  for  the 
first  six  months  £5  lOs.  per  month,  and  afterwards  £6  per  month;  my 
wife  receiving  the  half  pay  at  Portsmouth,  by  post  office  order  from  Mr. 
Jones,  of  Liverpool.  That  was  received  regularly  while  I  remained  on 
the  ship.  I  remained  at  Portsmouth,  on  leave,  for  a  week,  and  then 
joined  the  confederate  steamer  Rappahannock,  at  Calais,  as  boatswain,  at 
X18  per  month.  Half  was  to  have  been  paid  to  my  wife  by  the  same  Mr. 
Jones,  Liverpool ;  but  she  did  not  draw  any.  I  joined  her  about  five  weeks 
back  and  staid  on  board  until  I  received  my  discharge,  on  the  7th  March. 
I  applied  for  it,  as  I  found  it  impossible  to  remain  on  a  ship  that  was 
conducted  like  the  Rappahannock — the  captain  and  chief  officer  always 
creating  some  unpleasantness  on  board ;  and  I  did  not  like  to  remain 
on  a  ship  that  was  intended  to  bum  and  destroy  merchant  ships,  unarmed 
and  defenseless. 

When  I  signed  articles  on  board  the  Rappahannock,  I  made  an 
arrangement  with  the  purser  respecting  the  half  pay  to  be  paid  to  my 
wife  at  Portsmouth,  which  was  also  to  be  paid  by  Mr.  Jones,  of  2S  Chapel 
street,  Liverpool. 

big 

THOMAS  X  MONK. 

mark. 

Witness  to  the  mark  of  Thomas  Monk — 
Joshua  Munn. 

Sworn  at  my  office,  Ko.  4  Nicholas  lane,  Lombard  street,  in  the  dty 
of  London,  this  the  15th  day  of  March,  1864,  by  the  dei>onent,  Thomas 
Monk. 

J.  WILKINSON, 
A  London  CommtMsUMerj  <£^.,  <fo. 

^The  witness  to  the  mark  of  the  deponent  being  first  sworn  that  he 
had  ti'uly,  distinctly,  and  audibly  read  over  the  contents  of  the  above 
affidavit  to  the  said  deponent,  and  that  he  saw  him  make  his  mark 
thereto,  before  me. 

J.  WILKINSON, 
A  London  Commissioner^  dr.,  dx. 


Affidavit  of  James  Conner* 

I,  James  Conner,  do  solemnly  and  truly  swear  that  on  Sunday  after- 
noon, the  7th  February  last,  I,  with  eight  others,  viz.,  James  Oraham, 
John  Dow,  Thomas  Shrouder,  Walker  Dixon,  John  Pratt,  Thomas  Welch, 
Thomas  Woods,  and  William  Friend,  were  sent  for  to  go  to  Msyor's  pub- 
lic house,  in  Athol  street,  Liverpool.  On  going  there  we  were  met  by 
four  engineers,  citizens  of  Liverpool,  viz.,  William  Bradshaw,  Joseph 
Buchanan,  and  Messrs.  Goats  and  Gunningham.  Mr.  Giinningliam 
appeared  to  be  theJeader  and  spokesman  of  the  other  engineers.  We 
were  taken  into  a  private  room  where  liquor  was  abundantly  provided. 
We  were  asked  by  Gunningham  if  we  wanted  a  good  diip  and  good  pay. 
We  asked  for  some  particidars,  and  were  told  the  ship  was  in  London 
and  was  going  to  Nassau  to  run  the  blockade,  and  msA  oar  pay  woidd 
be  £6  10s.  per  moulYi)  ^li^  li!i[iidi\,\i^'^%s^  foe  our  fiamilios  oon|A  be  drawn 
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in  Liverpool.  We  were  told  we  were  to  sign  articles  in  London.  We 
left  the  same  night  for  London,  and  on  arrival  were'taken  in  cabs  from 
Eoston  square  station  to  a  public  house  outside  the  station,  and  from 
thence  to  the  railway  for  Dover,  and  by  the  boat  to  Calais  On  arrival  at 
Calais,  Cunningham  said,  '^I  have  done  with  you  now,"  and  that  he 
would  turn  us  over  to  the  captain.  He  took  us  on  board  the  Rappahan- 
nock and  left  us  there.  The  captain  of  the  Eappahanuock  asked  us  if 
we  wanted  to  enlist.  We  told  him  we  did  not  come  to  list ;  we  came  as 
firemen,  not  as  soldiers.  He  then  said  he  would  settle  with  us  to-mor- 
row, or  the  next  day,  and  gave  us  a  twenty -franc  piece  to  get  some  drink 
with ;  and  further  told  us  that  he  would  give  us  ten  shillings  (10«.)  a 
month  more  than  Mr.  Cunningham  had  promised  us  at  Liverpool.  We 
left  the  ship  and  returned  the  same  night  on  board,  and  the  next  morn- 
ing the  captain  i)romised  us  he  would  send  half-pay  notes  on  to  Liver- 
pool in  a  day  or  two,  to  be  paid  at  Messrs.  Jones  &  Co.,  Chapel  street, 
Liverpool,  and  (£10)  ten  pounds  bounty  to  be  paid  twenty-four  hours 
after  we  left  port.  We  then  signed  articles.  Something  was  read  to 
us,  but  it  was  impossible  to  understand  one  word  of  it.  We  were  then 
set  to  work  cleaning  engines  and  other  regular  work.  After  working 
two  or  three  days  we  complained  about  the  meat.  It  was  shoii;  in  quan- 
tity, and  not  what  we  were  in  the  habit  of  having  in  port — being  salt 
beef  and  pork.  The  captain  put  a  revolver  to  my  head  and  swore  he 
would  shoot  me  or  any  of  them  who  complained  again.  I  and  five  others 
were  put  in  irons,  hands  and  feet,  and  kept  so.  for  seven  days  and  nights 
for  daring  to  make  any  complaints.  We  were  afterwards  sent  to  work 
again  below ;  the  steam  was  got  up  and  the  fii*es  banked.  I  do  not  think 
they  would  have  taken  us  out  of  irons  if  they  had  not  wanted  to  get  the 
steam  up.  The  steam  was  got  up  two  or  three  times  during  the  next 
four  or  five  days,  and  the  fires  were  kept  banked  up  all  the  time.  I 
made  two  or  three  attempts  to  leave  the  ship,  as  I  could  not  stay  in  her. 
I  and  others  wrote  to  Captain  North,  at  the  Old  Sailor's  Home,  Liver- 
pool, and  to  Captain  Packham,  of  the  New  Sailor's  Home,  Liverpool, 
and  asked  them  to  get  us  away.  We  told  him  how  we  had  been 
deceived,  and  that  instead  of  a  blockade-runner  in  London  being  the 
ship  we  were  to  go  in,  we  had  been  taken  to  Calais  and  put  on  board 
the  confederate  steamer  Kappahannock.  We  never  received  any  answer 
to  these  letters.  On  Sunday,  the  20th  March,  I  got  ashore  and  met  a 
friend  who  promised  to  pay  my  passage  to  London,  and  as  I  had  no 
intention  of  stopping  by  the  sbip  when  I  knew  what  service  she  was 
intended  for,  I  was  glad  of  any  chance  to  get  awaf\  I  left  by  boat  for 
Dover  that  same  night. 

his 

JAMES  X  CONNER. 

mark. 

Witness  to  the  mark  of  James  Conner : 
Joshua.  Munn. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent,  James  Conner,  at  my  office,  at  No.  5  White 
Hartcourt,  Lombard  street,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  21st  day  of  March, 
1864 ;  the  witness  to  the  mark  of  the  deponent  being  first  sworn  that 
he  had  truly,  distinctly,  and  audibly  read  over  the  contents  of  the  above 
affidavit  of  the  said  deponent,  and  that  he  saw  hijn  make  his  mark 
thereto.    Before  me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 
A  London  Commissioner ^  cfec,  &c. 
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Affidavit  of  John  Ford. 

I.  John  Ford,  of  Portsmouth,  able  seaman,  do  hereby  truly,  sincerely, 
and  solemnly  swear  that,  ou  Tliursday  last,  March  13,  I  was  in  Dovei^ 
and  when  on  the  pier  I  was  asked  by  a  man,  who  appeared  to  be  a  water- 
man, if  I  wanted  a  ship.  I  said  I  did.  He  said  he  could  'find  me  one. 
I  asked  what  ship  she  was.  He  did  not  inform  me,  but  told  me  to  meet 
him  on  the  next  evening,  between  10  and  11  o'clock,  at  the  comer  of 
Swargate  street,  and  he  said  he  would  put  me  across.  I  went  there  at 
the  time  appointed,  and  met  him.  He  paid  my  passage  to  Calais,  and 
told  me  to  go  down  the  pier  and  I  should  see  a  ship  (steamer)  that  was 
very  like  an  American  ship,  and  that  1  was  to  go  on  board.  He  gave 
me  two  (2)  shillings,  and  told  me  to  go  to  the  Dover  Castle,  as  I  should 
not  be  al)le  to  go  on  board  until  the  morning.  The  next  morning  I  went 
on  board  the  liappahannock,  and  the  officer  on  deck  asked  me  what  I 
wanted.  I  told  him  1  wanted  a  ship,  and  that  I  was  sent  down  to  her. 
He  said  the  captain  was  not  there  at  present ;  he  was  gone  to  Paris ; 
but  that  I  could  remain  on  board  if  1  liked  until  Monday.  On  that  day 
I  signed  articles  in  the  cabin ;  but  1  did  not  know  the  nature  of  the 
articles,  or  the  voyage,  until  after  I  had  signed.  The  agreement  was 
afterwards  read  to  me.  It  was  to  serve  during  the  i>resent  war,  at  the 
rate  of  $22  per  month,  and  £10  bounty,  to  be  paid  twenty-four  hours 
after  the  ship  left  port ;  and  there  were  some  remarks  in  the  articles 
about  bum,  sink,  or  destroy  the  enemy's  ships.  I  then  asked  for  two 
hours'  leave,  and  the  captain  said  I  might  have  up  to  7  o'clock.  I  re- 
turned  about  7^,  and  the  captain  threatened  to  put  me  in  irons,  as  I  had 
<*ily  signed  articles;  so  I  jumi)ed  off  the  rail  and  ran  up  the  pier  aod 
escaped.  I  returned  to  the  Dover  Castle,  and  at  night  went  on  board 
the  boat  and  returned  to  Dover.  I  should  not  have  gone  had  I  known 
what  ship  she  was.  I  thought  she  was  an  American  ship,  and  not  in- 
tended as  a  ship  of  war.  The  man  at  Dover,  who  paid  my  passage  to 
Calais,  was  an  Englishman.    I  should  know  him  again  if  I  met  him. 

JOHN  FOKD. 

Sworn  at  my  office,  No.  5  White  Hart  court,  Lombard  street,  in  the 
city  of  London,  this  21st  day  of  March,  1864. 

JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 
A  London  Commissionerj  <£c.,  (fie. 


Affidavit  of  Thomas  Shrouder  and  others. 

I,  Thomas  Shrouder,  of  Liverpool,  leading  stoker,  do  hereby  solemnly 
and  sincerely  swear,  that  on  the  7th  February  I  was  engaged  at  a  public 
house,  at  the  corner  of  Athol  street  and  Scotland  ro^,  by  ]tfr.  James 
Cunningham  and  Joseph  Buchanan,  engineers,  for  a  voyage  to  the  East 
Indies,  at  £6  per  month  wages.  The  ship  was  lying  at  Oravesend. 
I  was  to  go  to  London  by  train,  and  from  thence  to  Oravesend.  And 
eight  others  went  with  me.  We  were  plied  with  drink.  And  at  eleven 
at  night  were  to  be  at  the  station  in  Lime  street  And  our  wives  were 
to  receive  a  inonth^  pay.  On  arrival  there  we  were  hurried  into  the 
train,  and  having  drunk  freely,  did  not  know  where  we  were  until  we 
arrived  at  London.  Our  wives  did  not  get  a  farthing,  and  we  weve  BOt 
allowed  to  see  them.  After  arrival  in  London  we  were  pat  into  flwr 
cabs  and  taken  to  London  bridge,  (as  we  learnt  afterwanla.    We  did 
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not  know  ourselves.)  We  were  taken  to  a  coffee  and  public  house  there, 
and  had  a  drink  at  the  bar.  AYere  then  put  into  the  train  and  sent  to 
Dover,  and  then  bundled  on  board  th(»  packet-boat,  and  landed  in  France. 
Ou  arrival  at  Calais  we  were  taken  on  board  a  steamer.  We  did  not 
know  her  name  then,  or  wluit  she  was,  but  found  afterwards  she  was 
the  confederate  steamer  Kappahannock.  After  we  had  been  put  on 
one  side  of  the  deck,  the  captain  came  and  asked  us  if  we  wanted  to  en- 
list. James  Graham,  onc^  of  the  stokers  that  left  Liverpool  with  us, 
answered,  ^'  We  did  not  come  to  list.  We  were  engaged  at  Liverpool  as 
stokers,  for  a  ship  lying  at  Gravesend,  bound  for  the  East  Indies.'  The 
captain  said,  as  we  were  all  tlu».  worse  for  drink,  we  had  better  have  our 
g;T\ih  and  grog  on  board.  And  he  asked  the  crew  what  sort  of  treat- 
ment they  got.  The  crew  woidd  not  give  their  opinion,  and  we  found 
out  afterwards  the  i^eason  why  they  would  not  was  they  were  afraid  if 
they  told  the  truth,  and  we  complained,  they  would  be  put  in  irons. 
We  told  the  c^iptain  we  wanted  to  go  on  shore  that  night;  so  he  gave 
me  twent}'  francs  to  give  the  lot  of  us  a  run  uj)  town.  I,  James  Graham, 
John  Dow,  and  Walker  Dixon,  stayed  on  shore  all  night,  and  in  the 
morning,  after  having  had  from  eight  to  ten  glasses  of  brandy  each,  we 
were  taken  down  to  th^  cabin  to  sign.  No  articles  wei-e  re^id,  but  we 
made  our  own  agreement,  and  swore  to  stand  by  our  own  agreement, 
and  nothing  more.  lie  wanted  us  to  s^vear  allegiajice  to  the  confed- 
eracy, but  we  declined.  Our  wages  were  to  be  paid  monthly,  at£G  Ida. 
lOd,  per  month,  and  we  wanted  a  month's  advance,  but  were  promised 
£10  inste^id,  to  be  paid  three  days  atlterwards.  Our  half-i)ay  notes  were 
to  be  given  us  at  the  same  time,  so  that  we  might  send  them  to  our 
wives  at  once.  They  were  to  be  payable  at  Messrs.  Jon^s,  Higgins  & 
C'o.,  Chapel  street,  Liverpool.  When  the  time  was  up,  I  asked  for  the 
note  and  advance,  and  was  put  in  irons,  hand  and  feet,  and  kept  from 
that  day,  12th  of  February,  to  the  5th  of  March,  (twenty-two  days  and 
six  hours  in  ii;ons.)  The  captJiin  wanted  me  to  make  an  apology.  I 
Avould  not.  lie  said  that  he  would  try  me  by  court-martial  so  soon  as 
the  ship  was  at  sea,  and  swore  he  would  shoot  me  if  found  guilty,  and 
if  it  lay  in  his  power  he  would  do  his  best  to  ftnd  me  guilty.  1  remainefl 
on  board  until  the  27th,  and  then  got  liberty  to  go  on  shore,  and  ran 
away.  Our  half-i)ay  was  to  have  been  paid  regularly  every  month  by 
Messrs.  Jones,  Higgins  &  Co.,  so  long  as  we  remained  by  her.  We  were 
engaged  for  twenty-four  months,  and  the  half-pay  notes  were  made  out 
for  that  time.  None  of  us  should  have  gone  in  the  ship  but  for  Mr. 
(.'unningham  and  Mr.  Buchanan  recommending  hx^r  to  us.  They  have 
also  left  the  Rappahannock. 

THOMAS  SHROUDER. 

Sworn  at  my  office.  No.  5  White  Hart  court,  Lombard  street,  in  the 
citv  of  Loudon,  this  the  28th  day  of  March,  18()4. 

JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 
A  London  Cmnmissioner^  ciT.,  iScc. 


We,  Samuel  Garland  and  Thomas  Woods,  both  of  Liverpool,  firemen, 
do  solemnly  swear  that  we  were  shipped  at  the  Siime  tiine,  and  that  all  the 
statements  se^  forth  by  Thomas  Sli'ouder  are  true  and  coiTect,  with  the 
exception  of  that  part  about  the  twenty  fra^^cs  and  the  time  that  Shrouder 
left,  we  having  run  away  two  days  before,  (Good  Friday,)  and  were  con- 
cealed until  the  boat  left  for  Dover.    We  were  both  shipped  in  the  same 
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way  bj'  Mr.  James  Cuiiniugliam  and  Mr.  Joseph  Buchanan,  at  Livi-r 
pool,  and  our  half-i)ay  notes  are  to  be  paid  at  Messrs.  Jones,  IIi|fgiii.>jt 
Co.'s,  Chapel  street,  Liverpool. 

SAMUEL  GAKLA>D. 

TUOMAS  WOODS. 

Sworn  at  my  office,  No.  5  White  Hart  court,  Lombard  street,  in  the 
city  of  London,  this  the  28th  day  of  March,  1804,  bv  botli   deponeiitN 

JOHX  J/ANDKEW, 
A  London  Commissioner^  dr.,  ((c 


Deposition  of  John  Bote  and  others. 

We,  John  Dow,  John  Pratt,  and  Walter  Dixon,  all  of  Liverpool,  tin'- 
men,  do  truly  and  solemnly  swear  that  we  were  shii)ped  with  six  otluTs 
by  James  Cunninfjham  and  Joseph  Buchanan,  at  a  ])ublic  house,  cornor 
of  Athol  street,  Liveii)ool,  for  a  voyage  to  the  Ejrst  Indies.  Tliey  iii 
formed  us  that  the  steamer  was  lying  at  Gnivesend  waiting  for  tireinen, 
the  w^ages  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  £C  10«.  i)er  month.  We  wen^  all 
well  treated  with  diink,  and  they  promised  that  our  wives  should  have 
the  month's  advance  if  they  came  with  us  to  the  station,  Lime  stmt, 
Liver[K)ol,  at  11  o'clock;  but  instead  of  our  wives  getting  any  nioiifv. 
we  were  all  hurried  into  the  train  and  more  liquor  given  us  in  Londdu. 
We  were  taken  in  cabs  to  the  station  for  Dover,  and  on  arrival  tlieiv 
twere  put  into  the  steam  packet  for  Calais ;  after  we  had  arrived  at  Calais. 
we  were  t<aken  on  board  the  steamer  Rappahannock,  and  in  the  moriiinj: 
asked  if  we  wanted  to  enlist.  Graham,  one  of  us,  said  that  we  caiiua!? 
firemen  or  stokers,  and  not  as  soldiers.  We  were  then  onh^ixnl  to  si;:n 
articles.  They  were  not  read  over  to  us,  but  we  were  to  have  £(»  19*. 
IM,  per  month  and  £10  bounty  instead  of  advance,  which  was  to  U* 
paid  in  three  days.  Our  half-pay  notes  were  to  be  paid  to  our  wives  in 
Liverpool  for  twenty-four  months,  by  Messrs.  Jones,  Ili^us  &  Co- 
Chapel  street,  Liveq)ool.  After  remaiidngon  board  about  seven  wt^eks, 
and  as  the  provisions  were  bad,  and  we  were  treated  more  like  dop? 
than  men,  we  left  the  ship,  leaving  our  clothes  on  board.  None  of  us 
would  have  gone  to  her  had  not  Messrs.  Cunningham  and  Ruchaiian 
deceived  us.  They  told  us  she  was  for  India.  Had  we  knoMTi  she  was 
a  ship  of  war  for  the  confederates  we  would  not  have  gone  at  all. 

JOHX  DOW. 

JOHN  PRATT. 

WALTER  DIXOX. 

Sworn  by  all  the  deponents  at  my  offiC/C,  No.  5  White  Hart  coiu-t, 
Lombard  street,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  31st  of  March,  1804,  before 
me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 


Earl  Rvssell  to  Hr*  Adams* 

FoBEiGN  Office,  April  18^  1864 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  tbe 
16th  instant,  iucVoKvug  c^^\^  Q»t  a  letter  from  tbe  United  BtMtet  eomnl « 
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in  London,  and  of  tlie  depositions  of  twenty-one  persons  relative  to  tlie 
enlistments  stated  to  have  been  made  at  various  places  in  this  kingdom 
for  the  so-styled  confederate  government,  and  to  stsite  to  you  that  these 
jiapers  shall  be  considered  by  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  hiunble  servant, 

BUSSELL. 

Chaules  Feancis  Adams,  Esq.,  rf-c,  <fec.,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No-  680.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LondoHj  May  5,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  transmitted  to  Lord  Kussell  several  additional  dei)ositions 
of  persons  engaged  by  Mr.  Humble  for  the  service  of  the  rebels.  A 
copy  of  my  note  of  the  4th  instant,  and  of  the  papers,  is  forwarded  here- 
witlu 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

ikcretury  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RttsselL  • 

Legation  uf  the  United  States, 

London^  May  4,  1864. 

My  liOBD :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  cojnes  of 
three  more  depositions,  still  further  corroborating  previous  evidence  as 
to  the  parif  taken  by  Mr.  liumble,  an  officer  in  her  Majesty's  service,  at 
Sheerness,  in  providing  men  for  the  service  of  the  insurgents  of  the 
United  States.  I  would  further  solicit  your  lordship's  i>articular  att^n- 
^tion  to  that  poition  of  the  evidence  relating  to  the  effoits  of  Mr.  Rumble 
to  obtain,  by  intimidation,  a  retraction  of  the  testimony  heretofore  given 
against  him. 

Renewing  the  assurances  of  my  highest  consideration,  1  have  the  honor 
to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  etc.,  d-c,  <fcc 


Depositions  of  Chnrles  BoUen  and  Robert  RmselU 

"We,  Charles  Bollen  and  Robert  Russell,  of  tlie  island  of  Guernsey,  sea- 
men, do  hereby  sincerely  and  solemnly  swear,  that  on  Thursilay  last, 
the  21st  April,  we  were  at  Hot's  coffee-house,  in  the  highway,  when 
a  man  named  Miller  asked  us  if  we  had  a  ship ;  we  answered  we  had. 
He  said,  if  we  would  come  with  him  he  would  ship  us  on  a  Loudon  ship, 
a  steamer,  going  to  run  the  blockade,  and  that  the  wages  would  be  £4 
Ss.  a  month  and  £10  bounty.  As  the  wages  were  nearly  double  wliat 
we  expected  to  get,  we  agreed,  to  go  with  him,  and.  took  our  clothes  to 
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li is  house,  in  nig:h  street,  Sliad well.  On  amval  there  he  gave  us  two 
shillinj^s  to  spend  for  the  evening.  We  slept  there  that  night,  and  ou 
the  following  day,  while  at  dinner,  Miller  told  ns  we  need  not  take  unr 
clothes  with  us,  as  we  should  not  want  them;  they  wonld  find  uselotbw 
on  board  the  ship.  On  tht^  2'M\  April,  Saturday  'morning,  at  3  oVlwk. 
we  were  taken  on  board  the  Rainbow,  Calais  jiaeket ;  Miller  went  with 
us,  and  told  us  we  should  have  a  month's  pay  as  soon  as  we  Innl  Hipinl 
articles.  We  had  no  food,  with  the  exception  of  a  little  piec*^  of  Im-acI, 
until  after  we  amved  at  Calais.  When  we  had  got  to  Calais,  Milhr 
took  us  and  four  others  alongside  the  liappahannonk.  As  s<K>n  as  we 
knew  what  ship  she  was  we  refused  to  join,  and  tohl  Miller  that  be  hiu\ 
diHjeived  us — he  jn'oinised  us  a  London  ship,  and  had  bix>ught  us  duwii 
to  the  KappahanacHik  confederate  ship  of  war ;  we  demanded  <nir  jias- 
sage  back  to  London.  Miller  said  he  would  send  us  b.iek  to  Dover  <»uly, 
and  we  might  get  to  lA)ndou  how  we  liked.  We  were  kept  without  U^n] 
while  we  were  at  Calais,  and  on  coming  away  only  received  a  pig's  fiKit 
and  three  small  cakes.  After  landing  in  Dover  we  had  to  walk  to  Lcw- 
don,  and  only  had  a  small  piece  of  bread  that  was  given  to  us  on  the 
road.  AVe  never  had  any  intiniation  of  joining  a  ship  of  war,  but  were 
led  to  believe  the  ship  wa«  a  steamer  going  to  run  the  blockade.  Find- 
ing that  we  would  not  go  in  the  liiippahaimock,  we  were  shut  up  iu  an 
ollicxj  on  the  pier  at  Calais  until  an  otficer  in  uniform  came  to  us,  and 
Miller  wanted  us  to  sign  articles,  but  we  i^efused.  The  other  foiu*  who 
went  with  us  to  London  signed  articles.  Miller  also  wanted  us  to  si^ 
a  paiwr  for  £2  10«.  for  passage  and  shipping,  which  we  also  refusf^l. 

CUAKLES  KOLLEX. 

KOBERT  liUSSELL 

Swoni  by  both  deponents,  at  my  office,  Xo.  5  White  Hart  t*mirt,  Lom- 
bard street,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  2(ith  day  of  April,  184U,  before 
me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDREWS, 
A  lA>ndon  Commimioner  to  Administer  Oatiis  in  Chantenf, 


Depositian  of  Oeorge  Thompson. 

I,  GtH)rg(»  Tliompson,  of  She^rness,  England,  enghieer,  do  hereby  tndy 
and  solemnly  swear,  that  hearing,  from  a  friend,  an  engineer  was  wanttJ 
for  the  Sc^.ylla,  I  went  to  Mr.  liumble's  house  on  Fi-iday,  the  27th  Xovem- 
b(?r  last,  for  the  berih.  I  saw  3Ir.  liumble,  in  the  presence  of  Captain  Sheiv 
pard,  paynnister  of  the  13tli  deiK)t  brigiule,  royal  artillery.  \\Tien  Caj>- 
tain  Sheppard  had  left,  Mr.  liumble  said,  "  Your  name  is  Thomi)sou  T 
1  answered,  "  Yes,  sir.'^  Mr.  Kumble  then  said,  '*  I  see  here,  by  tbi» 
note,  you  have  been  to  sea;  well,  this  ship  is  gone, and  you  are  going atf 
sectmd  engineer."  1  asked  the  wages;  Mr.  Kumble  aaid,  ** For  the 
second  I  i^an  give  tw^elve  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($1,250)  a  year.''  I 
asked  when  I  was  to  go.  Mr.  Kumble  said,  "  By-the-oy,  do  yon  know  of 
any  boiler-makers  f  I  answered  "  1  knew  of  one,  if  he  would  let  me  go 
to  Ijondon  for  him.^  Mr.  Kumble  said,  "  O,  dear,  no !  I  want  you  to 
go  away  t4)-night  or  to  niom)w.''  I  inquired  after  the  half  pay,  as  I 
wanted  to  know  how  my  wife  and  family  were  to  get  on  in  my  absence. 
Mr.  Kumble  said,  ^^That  will  be  all  right;  the  half  pay  would  be  paid 
all  right."  I  wanted  some  money  tor  clothes,  and  asked  where  I  wm  to 
get  it.  Mr.  KumMe  asked  me  how  much  1  wanted;  I  answered  <^ about 
£20r  Mr.  Kumble  said,  <'  The  Scylla— but  I  dont  think  that  is  ber 
name  now — is  lyimK  at  VjaVaAa^  and  yon  will  not  want  any  clotbee  there; 
the  oniform  is  gray  ,aii^t\i<e:j  V^«av^l ^(^X^T^ssiO^hiit yoamay  wsnt^as 
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there  is  plenty  of  cloth,  and  men  to  make  them  on  hoard."  Mr.  Rumhle 
likewise  told  me  to  hring  my  wife  down  to  his  house  about  6  or  7  o'clock 
that  evening,  and  he  would  settle  the  half  pay  in  her  presence.  In  the 
evening,  as  my  wife  was  getting  ready  to  go  to  Mr.  liumble's,  his  mes- 
senger came,  and  said  that  I  was  to  go  to  Mr.  Greathead's  along  with 
him.  My  wife  and  self  went  with  Mr.  Rumble's  messenger  and  Mr. 
Brampton,  a  fitter  in  the  do(;k-yard  factory,  Sheerness,  to  Mk.  Great- 
head's,  chief  engineer  under  Mr.  Rumble,  at  Sheerness.  Mr.  Greathead 
asked  my  name;  and  he  said,  "As  Mr.  Rumble  is  not  in  town  at  present, 
I  want  to  know  if  you  will  go  in  this  ship,  the  Scylla?"  1  said,  '^  Yes, 
provided  they  would  come  to  my  terms."  Mr.  Greath(*ad  {i«ked  me  what  I 
wanted.  I  said,  '^  If  you  will  give  me  £20 1  will  go  away."  Mr.  Greathe^ 
answered  that  he  was  not  in  a  position  to  give  £20,  but  he  would  give 
iClO.  I  then  said,  "  About  the  half-pay  note — I  sui>pose  I  can  make  the 
arrangement  for  that  with  Mr.  Rumble,  or  the  captain  on  board  the 
ship  ?"  I  also  said  I  must  have  more  than  £10  if  1  go  away  to-night 
Mr.  Greathead  said,  "I  can  do  no  more,  as  I  am  waiting  for  a  telegraphic 
message  from  Mr.  Rumble^  who  has  gone  by  London — he  wa«  sent  for  in 
a  great  hurry  this  afternoon ;  there  is  time  to  go  by  the  train  to-night — I 
will  go  to  the  station  with  you."  I  said,  "  Well,  then,  I  shall  not  go  until 
I  have  st^en  Mr.  Rumble."  Mr.  Greathead  then  said,  ''  Very  good ;  you 
can  see  Mr.  Rumble  to-morrow."  I  then  left  him.  On  Saturday,  28th 
November,  about  dinner  time,  I  went  to  Mr.  Rumble's  house  and  saw 
Mr.  Rumble.  He  told  me  to  come  again  in  the  evening,  and  to  bring 
my  wife  with  me,  and  he  would  settle,  and  see  about  my  going  away  that 
night  or  on  the  Sunday,  and  also  see  about  my  wife's  half  pay.  In  the 
evening  I  went  again.  Mr.  Rumble  said,  "  Well,  Thompson,  I  suppose 
you  are  ready  to  go  away  !"  I  said,  ''  Yes,  sir,  if  you  will  settle  about  my 
wife's  half  pay."  Mr.  Rumble  said,  "Fetch  your  \nfe  in."  I  did  so; 
and,  in  the  presence  of  Mrs.  Rumble  and  another  female,  Mr.  Rumble 
said  to  my  wife,  "  You  can  receive  your  half  pay  here,  at  my  house,  and 
that  will  be  better  than  going  to  London  for  it,  and  will  save  you 
unuecessa^  exi)ense  and  trouble. "  I  asked  him  when  1  was  to  go  away. 
Mr.  Rumble  answered,  "  There  is  a  train  going  in  about  an  hour — you 
can  go  by  that ;  then,  Thompson,  as  I  am  going  to  t^ike  some  boiler- 
makers  on  Thursday  next^  it  will  be  as  well  to  wait  until  then,  and  all 
go  together."  I  said  to  Mr.  Rumble,  "  Well,  sir,  if  I  am  to  go,  I  may  as 
well  go  at  once."  Mr.  Rumble  said,  "  Well,  Thompson,  you  ciiu  go 
to-morrow,  if  you  like;  but  come  to  ray  house  on  Monday.  On  Monday, 
the 30th  November,  I  called  at  Mr.  Rumble's  house;  he  was  not  at  home. 
I  called  again  on  Tuesday,  1st  December ;  he  was  not  at  home.  On 
W'ednesday,  2d  I)ecend)er,  I  called  again,  with  the  same  result ;  and  on 
Thursday,  3d  December,  I  saw  Mr.  Rumble.  Mr.  Rumble  said,  '*  Oh, 
Thompson,  I  suppose  you  have  come  about  going  on  board  that  ship,  the 
Scylla;  well,  you  had  better  call  again  in  a  few  days,  and  1  will  let  you 
know,  as  her  tubes  are  in  a  frightful  condition,  and  she  will  in  all  probability 
lie  there  for  a  month  or  six  weeks  yet,  so  you  have  time  to  get  yourself 
together  a  little."  After  that  night  nothing  more  was  said  to  me  by 
Mr.  Rumble  about  joining  the  Scyllaor  Rappahannock.  I  went  back  to 
work  in  the  factory. 

GEORGE  THOMPSON. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent,  at  my  office,  No.  5  White  Hart  court,  Lom- 
bard street,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  19th  day  of  tlpril,  1861,  before 
me. 

JOHN  J.  5iNDREWS, 
A  Ltmdon  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oatiis  in  Clvatwcxrr^« 
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Deposition  of  Edicin  Shaw  and  William  Hall. 

We,  Edwin  Shaw  and  William  Hall,  hammermen,  of  Sheeme.'^'^,  Kent. 
do  hereby  truly,  solemnly,  and  sineerely  swear,  that  in  the  early  jKirtof 
November  last  we  hearcl  that  the  sci-ew-steftmship  Scylla,  of  Loiidon, 
want(»d  seviTal  stokers,  and  that  all  parties  to  be  engap:c»(l  were  to  apjily 
to  y[\\  Kumble.  On  the  KJth  of  J^ovember,  about  a  quarter  befon*  H> 
oVloek  at  ni^ht,  we  saw  Mr.  Kumble,  and  said  to  him,  we  liear  vow  aiv 
engaj^ing  men  for  the  Seylla,  of  London.  Mr.  Kumble  said  yes,  and 
ask(»d  us  to  come  inside,  lie  took  us  into  his  back  room,  ami  said  be 
km»w  she  wanted  several  stokers,  and  asked  us  if  we  had  ever  lM^*n  to 
8fKi.  We  answered  no.  Mr.  Humble  then  sjiid  the  ship  belon{;:e<l  to  a 
friend  of  his,  w  ho  had  asked  him  to  recommend  some  men  for  her,  but 
he  prefeiTed  men  that  had  been  to  sea ;  he  further  said  he  knew  nothiiijj 
about  the  ship,  and  asked  us  if  we  knew  of  any  men  who  had  In^eii 
to  sea ;  he  would  have  liked  us  to  go  hjul  we  been  to  sea  Ix^fore,  but 
could  not  take  upon  himself  to  engage  us  then,  but  as  we  were  n*s])e<-t' 
able  men  he  thought  there  would  be  no  trouble  to  get  engaged,  and 
that  we  had  better  go  on  board  or  come  to  his  house  again  on  Wednes- 
day night,  the  18th  of  November,  and  perhajis  the  chief  engineer  (Mr. 
Ferguson)  would  be  there.  On  tlie  18th  of  Noveml>er  we  called  again 
at  Mr.  liumble's  hous<},  saw  him,  and  asked  him  if  be  had  seen  the  chief 
(»ngineer.  Mr.  Kumble  said  he  had  not,  as  he  wa.s  poorly,  but  exiKi-tetl 
to  see  him  in  a  day  or  so.  On  Saturday,  21st  of  NovemlR»r,  wr  went 
again  to  Mr.  liumble's  with  the  same  i-esult.  On  Monday,  2:kl  of  Novem- 
ber we  called  again,  at  ^Ir.  Eumble's  recpu^st.  Mr.  Humble  then  said,  1 
do  not  know  what  to  do  with  you,  men ;  and  w^ent  and  wrote  a  note  to 
Mr.  Ferguson,  chief  engineer,  and  gave  it  to  us  to  take  on  Injanl  to  Mr. 
Ferguson,  and  told  us  to  go  to  Mr.  llowe's,  the  Fountain  Hotel,  and  the 
boat  lus  Mr.  Howe,  had  engaged  would  take  us  on  board.  On  the 
24tli  of  November  we  went  on  board  in  company  with  William  liwlp* 
and  Uichard  Spendiii'.  When  we  got  there  we  asked  for  the  chief  eu;ri- 
neer.  He  was  not  on  board.  We  saw  Mr.  Kamsay,  the  acting  master 
at  the  tim(%  and  told  him  we  had  a  note  from  Mr.  liumble  \\  v  Mr.  Fer- 
guson ;  and  afterwards  Mr.  Ferguson  came  on  boiU'd,  and  we  gsive  bim 
the  note  and  told  him  Mr.  Kumble  had  sent  it.  Mr.  FergusiMi,  without 
reading  the  note,  said,  if  Mr.  Kumble  sent  you,  get  to  work.  We,  however, 
wanted  an  understanding  about  the  pay.  Mr.  Ferguson  ssiid  we  sliould 
have  the  same  as  the  rest  of  the  men,  namely,  3«.  iUl.  a  day  and  Ibund 
until  the  ship  goes  away.  We  then  wanted  to  know  what  pay  we  were 
to  receive  after  the  ship  left.  Mr.  Ferguson  then  said,  Mr.  Unmbletold 
you,  has  he  not?.  We  answertnl,  no.  Mr.  Fergiwon  said,  I  don^.kiiow, 
then ;  but  if  you  intend  to  go  in  the  ship  get  to  work  on  the  lK>iiei-s  at 
once ;  if  not,  clear  out.  We  went  up  on  the  deck.  After  waiting  some 
time  there,  ^lr.  Humble  and  Mr.  Greathead  came  on  boanl.  Mr.  Kumblv 
came  uj)  to  us  and  asked  if  we  had  si^en  Mr.  Ferguson,  and  what  be 
said.  We  told  him,  and  Mr.  Kumble  stiid  we  had  better  wait  a  little 
while,  as  the  owner  would  be  on  board  »oon,  and  then  the  wages  would 
be  settled.  After  waiting  some  time  longer,  Mr.  Pearson  came  on  boanl 
IVIr.  Kumble  introduced  Mr.  Pearson  to  us  as  the  owner,  and  ho  said  to 
Mr.  Pearson  these  are  the  three  stokers  (meaning  us  and  William  Lod^) 
that  1  have  got  for  you,  and  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  any  besides 
these  thrcH?  men.  One  has  been  to  sea  before;  the  other  two  have  not. 
They  are  respecfcible  men;  that  is  the  reason  I  recommend  them.  The 
captain,  Mr.  Kamsay,  then  asked  us  what  wagea  we  want^.  After  a 
little  conver^tioiv^  ^'^  w^w^i^^i  £.1  ^  mouthy  and  £5  whs  all  that  w&i 
olfei'ed.    We  woAke^  ^v«  vv^'  ^  9ccLii^x.\^\vss^^'^i(^\3^         talking  with 
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Mr.  Eainsciy  and  Pearson,  came  and  said  that  Mr.  Pearson  woidd  give 
XG  a  niontii,  and  he  thought  that  was  very  good  pay.  We  agreed  to 
that.  Mr.  Humble  said  there  Avould  be  other  privileges  and  ways  of 
making  money  besides  our  good  pay.  We  then  asked  about  our  half 
IKiy,  and  we  were  told  tha^  we  could  leave  half  pay  behind,  and  that  the 
ship  was  going  on  a  trial  trip  and  would  be  back  in  a  day  or  two.  We 
however,  wanted  to  engage  at  once.  Mr.  Rumble  said  that  woidd  be 
better  still.  We  asked  what  clothes  would  be  required  on  board  the 
ship,  and  was  told  that  a  change  was  sufficient,  as  there  would  be 
plenty  of  clothes  on  board.  We  went  in  to  the  cai)tain  and  received  £6 
ea<;h.  Mr.  Rumble  said  that  they  were  to  give  Lodge  £7  10«.,  as  he 
belonged  to  them ;  was  a  leading  stoker,  and  had  been  to  sea.  Mr.  Rum- 
ble then  took  our  direction  down,  and  said  we  might  rely  upon  him;  %e 
would  see  our  half  pay  was  settled.  We  then  went  down  into  the  fore- 
castle and  told  the  other  men  what  we  had  received.  After  a  little 
disturbance  there,  and  finding  that  the  rest  were  only  engaged  for  four- 
teen days,  we  refused  to  go,  and  gave  the  money  back  and  got  on  shore 
as  soon  as  possible.  Just  before  Mr.  Rumble's  examination  at  Sitting- 
bourne,  Mr.  John  Brampton,  an  engfneer  in  the  dock-yard  steam  factory, 
came  to  us  in  the  shop  and  said  it  was  reported  about  that  we  had  been 
engaged  by  Mr.  Rumble  to  work  on  boaid  the  Rappahannock,  and  he 
advised  us  to  write  a  letter  to  Mr.  Rumble  contradicting  it,  or  we  should 
very  likely  get  the  sjick.  Mr.  Brami)ton  then  dictated  a  letter  in  pencil 
as  to  what  we  had  better  sa}.  Appe^irer  Shaw  wrote  the  note,  and 
ai)pearer  Hall  signed  it.  This  note  was  altogether  false,  but  we  were 
afraid  that  we  should  In?  discharged  if  we  refused,  and  hints  were  thrown 
out  about  how  the  boiler-makers  had  been  served.  After  the  letters 
were  sent,  we  went  to  Mr.  Rumble's  house  with  George  Thompson,  at  Mr. 
llumble's  request.  When  we  arrived  there  we  were  calltHi  up  into  the 
parlor  one  by  one.  Mr.  Rumble,  Mr.  Parks,  and  another  gentleman 
Avere  present.  Mr.  Rumble  asked  whether  we  had  written  the  letters  he 
held  in  his  hand.  We  answered  we  had.  He  then  said,  you  here  say 
that  I  did  not  engage  you,  or  assisted  to  engage  you ;  the  captain  was 
the  only  ;nan  that  engaged  you;  this  you  assent  in  the  presence  of  these 
two  witnesses.  Fearing  what  would  be  the  result  if  we  denied  it,  we 
each  answered  yes,  and  left  the  room.  Mr.  Rumble  afterwards  asked  us 
down  stairs  to  take  some  ale,  which  we  did.  We  knew^  that  Mr.  Rum- 
ble had  engaged  us,  ti\n\  that  we  should  stand  a  very  poor  chance  if  we 
set  ourselves  in  opposition  to  hin),  so  did  as  he  wished  and  denied  it  in 
the  letter.  A  man  named  Henry  Pearson  Wilson,  but  that  he  went  by 
the  name  of  Jackson,  at  Sheerness,  representing  himself  as  a  dete(;tive, 
met  us  at  Lodge's  house  on  the  3d  of  March  last,  and  showed  us  a  letter 
written  by  Lodge,  and  he  said  how  much  better  that  read  than  the  one 
we  had  sent.  lie  afterw^ards  offered  to  write  one  for  each  of  us,  copied 
from  the  one  he  had  of  Lodge's,  and  that  he  would  see  us  the  next  night 
about  it.  On  the  next  night,  the  4th  of  March,  we  saw  him  again,  and 
lie  read  the  note  he  had  written,  and  on  the  following  night,  the  5th 
of  March,  he  brought  one  for  each,  and  asked  us  to  sign,  which  we  did; 
and  as  he  wa«  a  detective  we  were  afraid  that  if  we  did  not  comply  it 
would  be  all  the  worse  for  us. 

EDWIN  SHAW. 

WILLIAM  HALL. 

Sworn  by  both  of  the  deponents  at  my  office,  No.  ^7  Nicholas  lane,  in 
the  city  of  London,  this  the  22d  day  of  April,  1864,  oefore  me, 

JOHN  CAgTLE  GANT, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer 'Oaths  in  Chancem^ 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Se\card» 

Ko.  707.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  June  2, 18W. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  two  notes  of  miue 
addressed  to  I^ord  linssell,  dated,  resi)ectively,  the  23d  and  28th  of  May, 
and  covering  a  number  of  deix>sition8  rehiting  to  enlistments  for  tit* 
rebel  vessels.  His  lordship  has  as  yet  sent  nie  an  acknowledgment  of 
the  earlier  one  only.  His  attention  is  now  so  much  engrossed  by  tie 
proceedings  of  the  conference,  this  correspondence  >\'itli  me,  usually 
mther  brisk,  languish(?s. 
Copies  of  all  the  papers  are  annexed. 

1  have  the  honor  to  Ik\  sii*,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 

[Mr.  Adams's  note  to  Earl  Russell  of  28th  May  is  printed  with  the 
above  dispatch  under  subdivision  "The  Georgia,"  ante.\ 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Eussell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  May  23, 1804. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  vour  consideration  a  uum- 
ber  of  additional  depositions,  all  going  to  show  the  continuance  of  tbe 
practice  of  enlistments  of  Biitish  subjects  by  the  insurgents  of  the 
United  States  and  their  agents  within  this  kingdom. 
1  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c.,  &c., 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  cfec.,  <fcc.,  dr. 


Deposition  of  Maurice  Breen. 

I,  Maurice  Breen,  of  William's  Place,  William  street,  Liverpool,  fire^ 
man,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows :  I  am  a  British  subject.  On  Satur- 
day laitt.  May  14th,  I  was  at  home,  and  a  fireman  named  John  Fleming 
came  to  me  and  told  me  that  he  hiul  made  an  agreement  with  Mr. 
Campbell  to  go  a  voyage,  and  that  he  had  mention^  me  to  Mr.  Camp- 
bell as  likely  to  go ;  accordingly  1  went  with  him  to  Mr.  Campbell's 
houses  No.  28  Itegent  sti'eet ;  Mr.  Campbell  has  a  clothiufif  shop  there. 
It  is  a  kind  of  a  private  shop  in  an  inner  room.  There  Mr.  Campbell 
asked  me  if  I  knew  the  agreement ;  I  said  no,  but  I  will  know.  He  then 
told  me  I  was  to  get  £7  per  month,  and  £10  in  hand,  and  half  pay  to  be 
left  behind — that  is,  paid  hero.  Out  of  the  i&lO  in  nand  he  was  to  de- 
duct £2  for  himself,  he  to  pay  all  expenses  of  traveling.  I  agreed  to 
go  on  these  terms,  but  did  not  sign  any  agreement.  That  night  I  took 
my  bag  to  his  house  to  be  forwarded,  and  the  next  morning  we  wentbf 
appointment  to  the. Lime  street  railway  station,  whero  we  met  Mr.Oufip- 
l>el],  and  went  with  him  in  a  third-class  carriage  of  the  half-jMiBt  niM 
train.    I  believe  Tune^t/^u  tvek<&t&  were  taken,  and  there  were  about 
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as  many  men.  We  arrived  in  Loudon  about  six  or  seven  in  the 
evening.  We  went  into  a  public  house  near  Euston  Square,  and 
Campbell  gave  us  a  drink  all  around.  We  then  got  into  a  van  in  which 
our  luggage  was.  While  we  were  in  the  van  a  man  who  seemed  to  be 
second  in  command,  who  was  a  carpenter,  passed  the  word  to  us  that 
we  were  to  call  Campbell  Captain  Thompson  from  that  time  forth.  We 
were  driven  to  a  hotel  on  the  opposite  of  London  bridge,  near  the 
railway  station,  and  slept  there.  Next  morning  (Monday)  we  had 
breakfast  there,  and  took  the  train  for  Dover,  and  aiTived  there  about 
noon.  The  carpenter  took  us  into  a  hotel,  but  ('ampbell  took  us  away 
from  that  hotel  into  another.  He  paid  for  all  the  drink  we  had  there 
and  dinner  and  supper.  In  the  evening  we  were  grumbling  at  not  hav- 
ing enough  to  drink,  and  we  went  to  the  first  hotel,  from  which  we  Ifed 
been  taken  away  by  Cami)bell,  and  had  more  drink.  The  carpenter 
ordered  the  drink  for  us,  and  Campbell  paid  for  it  eleven  shillings.  At 
night,  about  half-past  ten,  we  left  by  the  mail  steamer  for  Calais,  which 
we  reached  very  early  in  tlie  moniing.  We  all  went  into  the  hotel  there, 
and  had  something  to  eat  and  a  drink  apiece,  and  slept  there  for  the 
rest  of  the  night,  and  had  breakfast  there.  We  were  then  taken  to  a 
ship,  which  1  believe  to  be  the  Kappahannock.  I  think  the  name  was 
Kappahannock,  because  when  we  were  at  Dover  the  i)eople  asked  us  if 
we  were  going  on  board  the  Kappahannock,  and  at  Calais  the  people 
asked  us  the  same  question.  It  was  a  steamship  with  two  funnels, 
rigged  like  a  shii).  Before  I  left  Livei^iool  1  knew  that  I  was  wanted 
for  a  southern  privateer.  Campbell  told  me  that  I  was  wanted  for 
a  southern  i)rivateer,  but  he  would  not  tell  me  the  name  of  the  ship. 
When  we  got  to  the  ship,  Campbell  went  aboard,  and  the  carpenter  and 
some  others.  Campbell  then  came  back  to  us,  and  said  that  they  wanted 
no  firemen,  but  any  deck  hands  (Tr  sailors  who  chose  to  stay  would  be  em- 
ployed. I  did  not  choose  to  go  as  a  deck  hand,  nor  did  any  of  the  fire- 
men. We  knocked  about  there  for  several  hours.  Campbell  told  us  to 
go  to  a  public  house  for  our  dinner  and  tea,  and  we  went  there  in  the 
evening.  Campbell  went  with  us  to  the  F^rench  custom-house,  where 
we  got  our  luggage,  and  he  put  us  on  ]3oard  a  London  steamboat  and 
paid  our  i)assage  and  came  with  us.  We  arrived  in  London  on  Wednes- 
day morning.  We  took  the  train  for  Liverpool  about  half  (?)  eleven. 
There  were  eleven  of  ns  retuniing.  In  the  train  I  asked  Campbell  if 
we  were  going  to  get  anything  for  our  lost  time.  He  said  he  could  not 
do  anything  for  us,  as  he  should  be  a  greater  loser  than  anj^  of  us.  I 
^aid  it  made  no  matter  who  was  a  loser,  and  would  get  my  wages.  He 
said  he  could  not  do  anything.  He  was  nearly  a  ruined  man  by  the 
expedition.  I  asked  him  who  had  paid  our  expenses  to  France  and  back 
again.  He  said  he  had  paid  it  out  of  his  own  pocket,  but  he  was  repaid 
by  the  officers  of  the  ship  for  all  expenses  of  the  men  who  staid  on 
board.  He  said  he  was  clear  as  to  them,  but  he  was  a  loser  as  to  all 
who  had  returned.  I  asked  him  why  he  had  not  brought  us  before  the 
officer,  and  left  us  to  speak  for  ourselves  and  ask  for  payment,  and  I 
said  he  was  the  man  who  ha^l  brought  us,  and  he  must  pay  us.  We 
reached  Liveri)ool,  and  he  gave  us  a  drink,  and  gave  me  a  five-franc 
piec«  to  pay  for  a  donkey  to  carry  our  baggage,  and  we  left  him.  Next 
day  (Thursday)  I  called  to  see  him  twice,  and  found  him  in  the  second 
time.  I  asked  him  again  to  pay  us  for  our  lost  time.  He  said  he  had 
met  the  rest  of  us  in  Chapel  street,  and  that  they  were  to  meet  at  half- 
pjist  four  at  Jones's  office.  I  went  to  Jones's  office  at  that  time,  and  we 
all  met  there,  and  Campbell  called  me  and  another  man  into  the  office ; 
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there  was  a  young  clerk  there,  about  16  or  17.  Campbell  said  to  him 
"  These  are  the  men  that  liave  been  sent  to  the  llappahanuoek,  and  thf-y 
have  (M)nie  back  and  want  to  get  something  for  their  lost  time."  TIh* 
ckrk  said,  '^I  know  nothing  at  all  about  it."  I  then  left  the  ofha\ 
and  (Campbell  came  after  me  and  told  me  he  had  seen  J.  W.  Carr,  the 
attorney,  in  Castle  street,  and  mentioned  this  affair  to  liini,  and  Mr. 
•  Carr  said  he  conld  not  attend  to  it  till  Saturday  next,  but  would  atteij<l 
to  it  then ;  and  Campbell  wanted  us  all  to  go  with  him  to  Mr.  Carr  and 
see  what  couhl  be  done  to  take  proceedings  against  the  ship  for  our 
lost  time.  I  told  him  to  look  out  for  himself  for  his  payment,  and  that 
I  should  look  to  him  for  mine.    I  have  not  seen  him  since. 

MAUKICE  BREEy. 

Sworn  at  Liverx)ool  this  20th  day  of  May,  18G4,  before  me. 

ISIIAM  H.  ESELL, 
A  Commi^ifioner,  dr., 


Depositwn  of  John  Fleming. 

John  Fleming,  of  Xo.  3  Court  Lightbody  street,  Liverjwol,  in  the 
county  of  Lanciister: 

On  Thursday,  the  12th  day  of  May,  instant,  I  heard  that  Mr.  A.  Cami>- 
bell,  of  Regent  street,  Liverpool,  aforesaid,  l>oarding-house  keeper,  was 
in  want  of  men  to  join  a  steamer  which  wa«  lying  at  Calais,  in  Framt* ,aii(l 
I  called  at  his  house  to  see  him  abouf  it,  when  he  told  me  that  there  was  a 
good  chance  for  me  to  Join  a  steamer  lying  in  France,  and  that  1  should 
receive  £7  a  month  as  itireman,  and  that  1  would  be  paid  £10  on  siguiii)? 
articles.  1  agreed  to  go,  and  Mr.  Campbell  told  me  that  he  did  not 
know  what  day  I  should  be  requin»d  to  join,  and  on  the  following  Sjitur- 
day  I  called  upon  him,  wiien  he  directed  me  to  bring  my  bag  to  his  house 
the  following  night.  I  brought  my  bag  on  the  Saturday  night  as  di- 
rected, when  he  said  that  he  was  short  of  hands ;  when  I  tohl  liim  that  1 
would  bring  my  brother  in-law  down  to  see  him,  and  he  din^cteil  me  to 
call  the  following  Sunday  morning.  I  told  Barnaixl  Cassidy  and  Afau- 
rice  Breen,  my  biother-in-law,  of  this,  and  they  saw  Mr.  Campl)eU  and 
agreed  to  go  with  me.  Cami)bell  then  took  me-  and  the  others  on  the 
Sunday  morning  to  the  Lime  street  railway  station,  and  paid  our  fares  to 
London,  he  coming  along  with  us.  We  arrived  at  London  ou  Sunday 
night,  and  Cami>bell  took  us  to  a  hotel  and  paid  for  our  lodgings  fortht^ 
night.  On  the  following  Monday  morning  he  took  us  to  a  railway  stii- 
tion  amtl  booked  us  for  Dover,  and  we  left  Dover  about  t4iu  the  same 
night  for  Calais,  and  arrived  there  about  three  in  the  morning.  When 
we  arrived  at  Calais  we  were  taken  to  the  De  Victoria  Uotel,  where  we 
slept  the  night.  Early  in  the  morning,  after  breakfast,  Campbell  took 
us  on  the  shore  to  look  at  the  Riippahannoek,  when  Campbell  went  ou 
board  her,  and  some  time  afterwaixls  he  came  ii«hore  again  and  told 
us  that  we  should  not  be  required,  and  asked  us  what  we  re(iiiired,.when 
we  told  him  that  we  should  require  our  passage  i>aid  home  again,  and 
something  for  lost  time,  lie  then  took  us  on  board  a  steamer  and 
brought  us  to  London.  When  we  arrived  at  London  he  took  lui  to  the 
railway  station  and  booked  us  for  Liverpool,  having  first  given  us  a 
supply  of  provisions  and  drink.  We  arrived  in  Liverpool  on  the  18ll 
of  JVIay,  instant,  and  we  asked  Mr.  Campbell  to  pay  us  for  oar  lost  time> 
when  he  said  that  we  must  meet  him  at  Jones  &  Co.^  office,  .Chapel 
Street,  in  Liverpool  atox^m^^  qevi  TVwvY^aY^  at  4  o'clock!  wheja  he  wooM 
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see  what  he  would  allow  us.  I  went  to  Jones's  office,  and  in  the  doorway 
I  met  Mr.  Campbell  going  into  the  office,  and  waited  outside  for  him; 
and  when  he  came  out  he  told  me  that  he  was  sorry  he  could  not  get  any 
money  for  me ;  that  it  was  a  great  loss  to  him ;  when  I  told  him  that  he 
ha<l  engaged  me,  and  I  would  look  to  him  for  my  money. 

I  signed  a  paper,  which  Mr.  Campbell  handed  to  me  previous  to  going 
with  him  to  London,  entitling  him  to  £2  if  I  was  engaged  on  the  Kappa- 
hannock. 

JOHX  FLEMING. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool  aforesaid,  this  20th  dav  of  Mav,  1864,  befpre  me. 

iSHAM  H.  ESELL, 
A  Commmioner  to  Administer  Oatlis  in  Chancery  in  England, 


Deposition  of  Bernard  Cassidy, 

Bernard  Cassidy,  of  3  Court  Lightbody  street,  Liveri)Ool,  in   the 
county  of  Lancaster,  makes  oath  and  says  as  follows : 

On  Saturday-,  the  15th  day  of  Miu',  instant,  I  heard  from  John  Fleming 
that  he  had  been  engaged  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Regent  street,  Liverpool, 
to  join  a  steamer  lying  in  France,  at  £7  a  month,  and  I  accompaniea 
him  to  the  railway  st^ition  to  see  him  off.  When  I  saw  Mr.  Campbell  I 
told  him  that  if  he  was  short  of  hands  I  would  go ;  when  he  said,  ''iVll 
right ;  you  can  go  on  the  same  terms  as  the  other  men,"  which  I  agreed 
to ;  and  I  signed  a  paper,  which  was  handed  me  bj-  Mr.  Campbell,  enti- 
tling him  to  £2  if  I  was  engaged  on  the  steamer.  We  left  Liveri)pol 
the  same  night  for  London,  Campbell  paying  our  fares  there ;  and  on 
our  arrival  we  were  taken  to  a  railway  station  and  booked  to  Dover,  and 
from  there  to  Calais.  On  our  arrival  at  Calais  we  were  taken  to  a  hotel, 
and  after  a  few  hours'  sleep  Campbell  invited  us  to  go  and  look  at  the 
ship.  He  went  on  board  the  Rappahannock,  and  some  time  afterwards  he 
returned  and  informed  me  that  he  was  sorry  that  we  were  not  wanted, 
buf  that  he  would  i)ay  our  passages  home.  He  then  took  us  to  another 
hotel,  and  after  we  had  dinner  he  took  us  on  board  a  steamer  and  paid 
our  fares  to  London.  When  we  arrived  in  London,  Campbell  took  us  to  a 
public  house,  where  we  had  some  refreshments,  and  were  afterwards  taken 
in  cars  to  the  Euston  Square  railway  station,  and  Cami)bell  paid  our 
^ fares  to  Liverpool,  where  we  arrived  on  the  18th  instant.  When  we  ar- 
rived at  Liveii)ool  we  asked  Campbell  to  pay  us  for  our  lost  time,  when 
he  directed  us  to  call  at  Jones  &  Co.'s  office.  Chapel  street,  Liverpool, 
when  he  would  see  what  he  could  get  for  us.  I  did  not  call  at  Jones  & 
Co.'s  office  as  directed.  One  of  the  mem,  whose  name,  I  believe,  is  Con- 
ner, who  came  with  us,  informed  me  that  himself  and  several  others  who 
had  gone  with  us  had  been  recently  paid  off  from  the  confederate  steamer 
Georgia,  and  that  his  pay  would  nm  until  he  joined  the  Rappahannock. 

Mr 

BERNARD  x  CASSIDY. 

mark. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  20th  day  of  May, 
J8G4;  this  affidavit  having  been  previously  read  over  to  him,  and  he 
|lipj)caring  i)erfectly  to  understand  the  same,  and  made  his  mark  thereto 
in  my  presence. 

ISHAM  H.  ESELL, 

A  Commissionerj  £0. 
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Deposition  of  TF.  RaicUmon. 

I,  William  Rawliiison,  of  91  New  Edgar  street,  Liverj^ool*  in  the 
comity  of  LaiicavSter,  fireman, make  oath  and  say  as  follows:  I  am  a 
British  subject.  On  Thursday,  the  12th  May,  instant,  I  was  at  the  Birk- 
enliead  dock's  landnig  talking  to  Patrick  Bradley,  a  friend  of  mine,  who 
was  working  on  board  the  (leorgia,-  when  he  told  me  to  Ri>eak  t4)  Mr. 
A.  Campbell,  of  28  Regent  street,  Liven)ool,  boaiding-house  keeiH»r,  as 
he  thought  he  wanted  hands  to  join  a  steamer.  I  went  to  Mr.  Cainpln*!] 
and  asked  him  if  he  wanted  hands,  when  he  said  he  did,  and  dinvtHl 
me  to  see  Bradley  again,  and  he  woidd  tell  me  more  about  it.  1  saw 
Bradley  the  following  Saturday,  when  he  told  me  to  be  at  Walkers  pub 
lie  house.  Regent  street,  at  half  past  eight  the  same  night,  with  my  <lotht's, 
I  went  to  Walker's  public  Inmse  as  directed,  when  Bradley  came  in  with  sev 
eral  other  men,  and  Bradley  took  us  all  down  to  Campbell's  house.  Caiii|>- 
bell  then  took  down  our  names,  and  told  us  to  be  at  the  Lime  street  rail- 
way station  at  7  o'clock  the  following  Sunday  morning.  I  then  askt^l 
Campbell  what  the  wages  would  be,  when  he  said  I  should  get  £r.  a 
month  and  £10  bounty,  and  that  I  would  have  to  pay  him  £2  out  of  the 
b(mnty  money,  and  I  signed  a  paper  to  that  effect.  We  all  left  mir 
clothes  at  (Campbell's  house.  I  went  to  the  railway  station  at  7  oVlixk 
the  following  Sunday  morning,  and  saw  Campbell  and  the  other  ineu 
there.  Campbell  paid  my  fare  to  London,  where  we  arrive<l  about  nine 
the  Siiine  night,  and  we  were  taken  to  a  jmblic  house  and  staid  the  ni^ht. 
The  next  morning  we  were  taken  to  a  railway  station  and  book<Hl  for 
Dover,  arriving  there  about  noon.  At  Dover  we  were  taken  on  Ixmnl 
the  mail  steamer,  and  our  fares  were  paid  by  Campbell  to  Calais.  We  ai- 
rived  at  Calais  about  midnight,  and  we  were  taken  to  a  public  houi* 
and  slept  the  night.  Early  in  the  morning  I  went  alone  to  the  shore  to 
look  for  the  steamer,  and  discovered  that  she  was  the  confederate 
steamer  Rappahannock,  and  went  on  boaic^of  her.  I  saw  a  frieud  of 
mine  on  board,  who  asked  me  if  1  was  going  in  her.  I  ssiid  1  was,  and 
asked  him  where  she  was  going.  He  sind  she  wjis  a  confederate.  1 
then  came  ashore,  and  went  back  to  the  hotel  and  had  breakfast,  and 
Campbell  took  us  all  down  to  the  ship.  Campbell  went  on  boanl  ber 
with  several  of  the  men,  and  I  was  afterwards  called  on  board  by  the 
carpenter,  who  took  me  to  the  lieutenant,  who  asked  me  what  shiiw  I 
had  been  in.  I  told  him,  and  he  said  all  right  I  then  went  ashore, 
and  in  a  short  time  afterwards  Campbell  came  ashore  and  said  to  ns 
that  it  was  a  hard  job;  that  after  bringing  ns  there,  they  did  not  want 
any  more  men  of  our  trjwle.  Whilst  Campbell  was  telling  us  this,  the 
lieutenSnt  called  me  on  board  again,  and  asked  me  if  I  would  sign  arti- 
cles to  serve  as  a  deck  hand  at  £3  12jf.  a  month,  and  £10  when  we  got 
in  blue  water;  but  when  I  found  out  the  service  she  was  iu  I  declined 
to  go,  and  came  ashore  again,  and  Campbell  C4ime  up  to  me  and  said 
theri'  was  no  chance  for  me  unless  I  went  as  a  deck  luiud.  I  told  him  I 
would  not,  and  I  intended  to  go  home  again.  I  then  asked  Campbell 
for  money  to  pay  my  fare  back  again,  when  he  said  he  did  uot  think  he 
had  enough  for  ns  all ;  but  I  insists  upon  his  getting  the  money,  and 
we  were  taken  to  another  hotel,  and  after  having  refreshments  Camp- 
bell paid  our  fares  to  London — he  coming  with  us.  When  we  arrived 
in  Londcm  we  went  to  a  public  house,  and  afterwards  to  the  railwf^'  sta^ 
tion,  and  Campbell  paid  our  fares  to  Liverpool,  where  we  arrived  olf 
Wednesday  last.  On  our  arrival  I  asked  Campbell  ^ho  was  to  pay  me 
for  my  lost  time ;  when  he  said  he  would  see  about  it^  as  it  was  a  bad 
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job  for  liira,  but  directed  iis  to  meet  at  Jones's  office,  Chapel  street,  Liv- 
erpool, the  next  day,  (Thursday.)  We  all  went  to  Jones's  oflfice  and 
waited  outside,  when  Campbell  came  out  and  said  there  was  no  one  in, 
and  that  he  was  not  quite  sure  whether  Jones  or  Fraser  &  Co.  wexe 
agents  for  the  ship,  and  that  if  I  met  him  on  the  following  Saturday 
morn  in  j^  he  would  see  what  he  could  get  for  me.  I  declined  to  meet 
him  again,  and  told  him  that  he  had  engaged  me,  and  I  looked  to  him  for 
my  money,  and  if  he  did  not  pay  me  I  would  make  him.  On  our  way 
from  London  to  Liverpool  Campbell  told  me  that  this  had  been  a  very 
bfid  job  for  him  ;  that  he  had  made  well  out  of  the  Alabama  and  Geor- 
gia, but  this  one  was  the  worst  he  had  had. 

W.  EAWLINSOX. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool  aforesaid,  this  21st  dav  of  Mav,  1804,  before  me. 

JAMES  THOKNELY, 
A  Commut»ioner^  etc.,  tJDq. 


Deposition  of  John  Daries, 

1,  John  Davies,  of  No.  5  Prince's  Walk,  Great  Howard  street,  Liver- 
I)ool.  fireman,  make  oath  and  say  :  On  Tliursday,  the  12th  day  of  May, 
a  man  named  Conner  called  at  my  lodgings  and  asked  me  if  I  wanted  a 
job.  I  said  yes ;  do  you  know  where  I  can  get  one  !  He  said  yes ;  go 
down  to  Campbell,  in  Regent  street.  The  next  morning  I  called  at 
Campbell's  house  and  asked  him  if  he  could  give  me  a  job.  He  said  he 
could,  and  directed  me  to  bring  my  clothes  down  to  his  house  the  follow- 
ing Saturday  night.  I  brought  my  clothes  as  directed,  when  Campbell 
told  me  to  be  at  the  Lime  street  railway  station  between  seven  and 
eight  the  next  morning.  I  asked  him  what  terms  I  was.  going  on,  when 
he  said  £0  a  month  and  j^O  bounty,  and  1  was  to  pay  him  £2  out  of 
my  bounty  money.  I  brought  my  clothes  down  to  the  station  the  fol- 
lowing Sunday  morning,  and  saw  Campbell  with  other  men  there. 
Cami)bell  paid  our  fares  to  London.  When  we  arrived  he  took  lis  to  a 
public  house,  where  we  staid  the  night,  and  on  the  following  morning 
we  were  taken  to  a  railway  station  and  booked  for  Dover,  and  from 
there  to  Calais.  When  we  arrived  at  Calais  Campbell  took  us  to  a  pub- 
lic house,  and  we  staid  there  all  night.  On  the  Tuesday  morning 
Campbell  took  us  down  to  the  beach,  where  the  confederate  steamer 
llappahannock  was  lying,  and  he  went  on  board  her,  leaving  myself 
and  another  on  the  beach.  In  a  short  time  Campbell  came  ashoi;p  again 
and  said  to  us,  this  is  a  nice  job;  after  bringing  you  men  here  you  are 
not  wanjted ;  all  the  i)laces  are  filled.  He  took  us  all  back  to  a  hotel 
and  paid  for  (bink  for  us,  and  Cami)bell  told  us  we  should  have  to  wait 
with  him,  as  he  would  have  to  send  home  for  money.  We  waited  at  the 
hotel  until  night,  when  Campbell  took  us  on  board  the  mail  steamer 
and  paid  our  fares  to  London.  When  we  arrived  in  London  Campbell 
took  us  in  cars  to  the  railway  station  and  left  our  luggage  there,  and 
after  having  some  refreshments  Campbell  paid  our  fares  to  Liveri)ool. 
On  our  arrival  we  asked  Campbell  who  was  to  pay  us  for  our  lost  time, 
when  he  said  he  would  see  about  that.  Campbell  engaged  a  cart  for 
•,(jur  luggage  and  gave  us  some  drink,  and  we  told  him  we  would  see  him 
m  the  morning.  We  called  at  his  house  the  next  day,  but  he  was  out, 
and  we  went  to  Jones's  office.  Chapel  street,  and  after  waiting  there 
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some  time,  Campbell  told  us  that  he  had  not  got  any  money  for  us  yet, 
and  asked  us  to  meet  him  on  Saturday,  which  we  decline<l  doin«j. 

hiD 

JOHN  X  DAVIES. 

mark. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lane4ister,  this  2lst  day  of  May, 
18(J4 ;  this  affidavit  having  been  previously  read  over  to  the  de|M)ii(*iii. 
and  he  ai)peared  perfectly  to  understand  the  same,  and  made  his  iiiaik 
thereto  in  mj'  presence. 

JAMES  THORXELY, 

A  Commissioner^  dr.,  dc 


Depositicn  of  Matthew  MvMullan, 

I,  Matthew  McMullan,  of  Stone  street,  Liveri>ool,  in  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  fireman,  make  oath  ami  say  as  follows :  Last  Thurschiy  wif  k, 
the  12th  of  May,  instant,  I  met  a  person  named  Lyon  as  I  wa.s  in  a  pub- 
lic hcmse  in  Prussia  street,  in  Liverpool  aforesaid.  lie  Siiid  he  wtmld 
get  nve  a  job,  and  that  he  was  going  to  join  a  boat  in  France.  I  ask<(l 
him  what  the  wages  would  be.  He  said  his  wages  would  be  j£7  jht 
month,  but  he  did  not  know  what  mine  would  l>e.  We  then  wi*iit 
together  to  No.  28  Regent  street,  being  a  house  kept  by  Campbell  as  a 
boarding-house.  1  had  a  c^ird  given  me  with  his  address.  There  wea* 
several  other  persons  there.  We  sat  down  and  hml  some  l>eer  together, 
and  a  person  I  know  since  to  be  Campbell  asked  how  many  could  we 
muster  now,  and  if  I  had  a  bag.  I  said  not  then.  Campbell  thought  1 
wa^  going  to  remain  there  for  the  night,  but  I  did  not.  On  Satuixlay 
evening  following,  I,  with  others,  went  to  Campbell's  house.  I  saw  him; 
he  said  he  had  made  it  all  right,  and  I  with  the  others  were  to  be  at  his 
house  Sunday  piorning  at  8  o'clock.  I  and  John  Davies  went  there 
accordingly,  and  saw  Campbell  and  several  others.  I  went  in,  and  a 
person  I  took  to  be  Mrs.  Campbell  asked  m^  to  write  my  name.  I  ili<l 
not  do  so,  but  took  the  pen  in  my  hand.  It  was  there  arranged  by 
Campbell  I  should  go  with  the  others  to  Lime  street  station  and  meet 
him  there  at  half  past  8  o'clock.  I  did  so,  and  our  fares  were  paid 
for  Lond(Ui.  We  stopped  that  day  in  Jjondon,  and  took  the  train  the 
next  morning  for  Dover,  our  tickets  being  given  us  as  before,  aud 
arrived  there  about  half  past  10  o'clock  in  the  evening, 

Cami)bell  a(;companied  us  to  Dover  aud  went  to  Calais  with  us,  aud 
appeariHl  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  arrangements.  We  went  on  to 
Calais  the  same  evening,  and  arrived  there  alH)ut  midnight,  and  went  to 
a  hotel  and  stopped  there  for  the  night.  AtTter  taking  breakfast  1  saw 
Campbell  outside  the  hot(»J  door,  and  he  said,  *'Have  all  bands  got  tbeir 
breakfast  now?"  Some  one  said  ''yes.''  He  said  there  were  four  of  us 
to  get  breakfast  first.  I  went  soon  after  this  with  others  to  the  sliip, 
which  I  have  since  heard  was  the  llappahannock.  A  was  looking  ou, 
when  Campbell  by  this  time  came  ui>  and  went  on  ooard.  I  saw  him 
talk  to  a  person  on  board,  apparently  an  ofiicer,  and  he  after^'ards  came 
on  shore  and  said  to  us, ''  This  is  a  fine  job ;  after  I  have  fetched  yoa 
here  there  are  no  firemen  wanted.^  Campbell  then  said  he«would  see 
the  ca])tain  and  see  about  getting  the  money  for  the  ikres  back  from  him. 
Cam])bell  took  us  back  to  the  hotel  and  ordered  dinner  for  us,  and  theu 
went  to  get  our  bags  out  of  the  custom-house,  and  took  tiie  bags  of  tb^ 
men  tliat  went  into  the  ship  to  tll^  ship,  giving  the  other  baes  back  to  those 
who  did  not  go.    I  and  th^  others  who  were  not  wanted  began  to  talk 
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of  how  to  get  home.  The  mistress  of  the  honse  where  we  staid  said 
Ave  couUl  get  a  boat  about  half  past  10  o'clock  for  London.  Campbell 
paid  our  fares  and  we  returned.  We  then  wanted  to  stop  in  London, 
and  asked  him  if  he  could  make  anj'  arrangement  with  us,  and  we 
offered  to  take  £1  10s.  each ;  but  he  woidd  not  give  it  to  us,  only  the 
fare  from  London  to  Liverpool,  which  we  would  not  take.  Campbell 
th(»n  finding  no  aiTangement  could  be  made  with  us,  returned  with  us 
to  Liveii)ool,  paying  our  fares  and  giving  us  refreshment  by  the  way. 
On  arriving  in  Liverpool  Campbell  got  all  the  bags  in  a  cart,  giving  to 
Maurice  O'Brien  to  pay  the  carter  a  live-franc  piece,  and  two  shillings  as 
a  treat.  The  next  day  I  met  Campbell  in  Regent  street,  who  treiited  me 
with  the  eight  others  to  some  drink. 

MATTHEW  McMULLAK 

Sworn  at  Liveq>ool  aforesaid,  this  21st  day  of  Mav,  1864,  before  me. 

JAMES  THOliNELY, 

A  CommisHioncr^  iScc.^  &c. 


Deiiositions  of  John  McClusky  and  PaUwh  Bradley. 

We,  John  McClusky,  boarding  at  Ko.  1  Blackstone  street,  Liverpool, 
and  Patrick  Bradley,  boarding  at  No.  33  Standish  street,  Liverpool,  fire- 
man, make  oath  and  say : 

We  are  both  British  subjects.  On  last  Monday  week  we  were  on  the 
Cheshire  side  of  the  water,  standing  beside  the  Georgia,  looking  out 
for  a  job,  when  a  man  asked  us  if  we  would  like  a  job,  and  gave  us  a 
card  bearing  Mr.  Campbell's  imme  and  address,  and  told  us  to  api)ly 
there.  W^e  have  since  seen  this  man  at  Mr.  Campbell's.  That  night  we 
^vent  to  Mr.  Campbell's,  No.  28  llegent  street,  Liverpool.  He  asked  us 
what  we  wanted  of  him.  We  said  we  understood  that  he  had  an  order 
for  some  firemen.  He  tolcj  us  to  call  again  on  Wednesday.  We  called 
then,  but  he  was  at  the  theater.  We  had  a  job  on  the  (4eorgia,  cleaning 
her  up,  tjnd  we  did  not  go  to  Mr.  Campbell's  on  Thursday  night.  He 
came  to  the  Georgia  on  Friday,  and  said  he  had  been  expecting  us  the 
night  before.  We  said  we  would  go  that  night  to  see  him.  We  went 
accordingly,  and  he  agreed  with  us  to  give  us  £10  down  and  £6  a  month. 
Out  of  the  £10  we  were  to  give  him  £2  for  his  bother.  He  told  us  to 
lca^'e  our  bags  at  his  house  on  Saturday  night.  We  did  so,  and  went 
to  his  house  by  appointment  at  8  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning.  He  took 
down  our  names,  anil  we  went  to  the  railway  station  and  started  with 
him  for  London  by  the  half  past  9  o'clock  train.  We  arrived  in  London 
in  tlie  evening,  and  slept  there  that  night.  He  gave  us  refreshments 
and  drink  on  the  way,  and  we  had  every  accommodation.  We  went  to 
the  station  beside  the  bridge,  to  go  to  Dover  the  next  morning,  (Monday,) 
and  aiTived  there  about  the  middle  of  the  day.  W^e  had  a  kind  of  a 
notion  of  where  we  were  going.  We  took  the  packet  that  evening  to 
Calais,  and  arrived  there  early  on  Tuesday  moraing.  We  staid  at  a 
hotel  there  the  rest  of  the  night.  About  10  o'clock  or  so,  we  went  down 
to  one  of  the  quays  and  saw  a  ship  with  the  confederate  flag  flying.  It 
was  a  steamer.  Campbell  and  a  man  who  was  a  carpenter  (who  said  he 
had  been  out  in  the  Georgia,  and  who  seemed  to  know  all  about  it)  went 
on  board.  The  carpenter  had  come  with  us  from  Liverpool.  We  heard 
some  i)eople  on  the  quay  speaking  of  the  ship  as  the  Eappahannock. 
We  all  knew  at  Dover  where  we  were  -going,  and  the  people  at  Dover 
knew  it.    The  boarding-house  keeper  at  Dover,  -where  we  had  our  din- 
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ner,  said  others  had  been  before  on  the  same  errand ;  Campbell  came 
bjiek,  and  said  that  there  were  no  places  for  iiremen,  and  be<ran  t*» 
lament  his  cjise,  and  said  what  expenses  there  had  been,  and  this  and 
that.  We  went  away  then  to  the  Dover  Castle  Inn,  and  startinl  next 
night  with  Campbell  for  London,  by  the  steamer.  The  eaii)enter  and 
one  of  our  chaps,  a  trimmer,  (an  Englishman,  I  think,)  staid  on  lioanl 
the  Rappahannock.  We  came  to  London  and  came  back  to  Liverp<M)l. 
Campbell  paid  all  the  expenses.  When  we  came  to  Ltmdon  we  asked 
him  to  give  us  something  for  our  lost  time,  and  Siiid  if  he  would  do  .m» 
we  would  stay  there.  He  ottered  us  our  train  money  to  LiverjKiol.  but 
said  he  ccmld  not  give  more,  because  this  expedition  bad  ruined  liiin. 
The  carpenter  told  us  at  Calais  to  go  to  Jones's  oftice,  28  Chapel  street, 
Liverpool,  and  state  our  case,  and  get  something  for  our  lost  time  if  we 
could.  We  went  with  some  others,  but  did  not  see  any  one  but  a  clerk, 
but  Mr.  Jones  was  out.    We  know  nothing  more. 

JOHN  McCLUSKY. 

r.  BRADLEY. 

Sworn  on  the  21st  dav  of  May,  1864,  before  me. 

JAMES  THORNELY, 

A  Commissioner^  tfr. 


Deposition  of  William  Rawlinsan. 

I,  W^illiam  Rawlinson,  of  91  New  Edgar  street,  Liveq>ool,  in  the  county 
of  liiincaster,  firenum,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

During  the  time  I  was  at  Mr.  Campbell's  house  engaging  to  go  in  the 
steamer  Rappahannock,  referred  to  in  my  aftidavit  of  the  2Lst  instant  I 
saw  a  man  there  whose  name,  I  believe,  is  Robert  Neal ;  Ne^il  is  a  8lii|v 
carpenter  by  trade,  and  he  accompanied  me  and  others  to  Calais  to  join 
the  steamer,  his  expenses  being  also  paid  by  Campbell.  Neal  told  nie 
at  Calais  that  Campbell  had  got  him  the  job,  and  that  he  had  signed 
articles  to  serve  as  carpenter's  mate  at  the  rate  of  £14  a  month.  There 
were  several  other  men  who  liad  gone  with  us  to  Calais,  but  whose  names 
I  do  not  know,  engaged  to  serve  on  board  the  steamer,  and  we  left  them 
and  Neal  on  board  of  her. 

W.  RAWLINSON. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool  aforesaid,  this  23d  day  of  May,  1864,  before  me, 

JOHN  YATES, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery  in  England, 


Deposition  of  Maurice  Breen, 

I,  Maurice  Breen,  ofWilliam's  Place,  William  street,  Liverpool,  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster,  fireman,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

On  Saturday,  the  14th  May,  instant,  when  I  was  at  Mr.  Campbelfs 
house,  agreeing  with  him  to  join  the  steamer  referred  to  in  my  aftidavit 
of  the  21st  instant,  I  saw  Robert  Neal,  a  ship's  caq)enter,  there;  I  again 
saw  Neal  the  following  Sunday  morning  in  Campbell's  house,  and  I  after- 
wards saw  him  at  the  railway  station.  Neal  came  with  the  other  men 
to  Calais,  Campbell  paying  all  his  expenses.  When  we  arrived  at  the 
Rappahannock,  Neal  went  on  board  of  her  with  CampbeU,  and  he  was 
engaged  to  serve  as  carpenter'a  mate,  and  we  leflj  him  on  board* 

Several  other  men  who  came  with  us  are  well  known  to  me^  but  I  can- 
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not  remember  their  names.  These  men  were  all  engaged  by  Campbell, 
and  they  signed  articles  to  servo  on  the  Eappahauuock,  and  remained 
on  board  her  when  I  left. 

MAUEICE  BREEN. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool  aforesaid,  this  23d  day  of  May,  1864,  before  me^ 

JOHN  YATES, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery  in  England. 


,  Deposition  of  Matthew  McMullan. 

I,  Matthew  McMullan,  of  Blackstone  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county 
of  Lancaster,  fireman,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows: 

Upon  several  occasions  when  I  called  at  Mr.  Campbell's  house  to  en- 
gage with  him  to  Join  the  Rappahannock,  referred  to  in  my  affidavit  of 
the  2l8t  of  May  instant,  I  saw  a  ship's  carpenter  there,  named  Robert 
Neal.  Neal  appeared  to  me  to  be  lodging  at  Campbell's  house.  I  again 
saw  Neal  at  the  railway  station  on  the  following  Sunday  morning,  and 
he  accompanied  us  to  Calais,  Campbell  pacing  our  expenses.  When  we 
anived  at  the  steamer  Campbell  took  Neal  on  board  with  him,  and  Neal 
was  engaged  as  carpenter's  mate. 

Several  of  the  other  men  who  came  with  ns  were  engaged,  and  they 
signed  articles  to  serve  on  the  Rappahannock,  and  we  left  them  on  board 
of  her.  I  saw  all  the  men  who  joined  the  steamer  at  Campbell's  house 
on  the  Sunday  morning  previous  to  our  starting  for  Loudon. 

MATTHEW  McMULLAN. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool  aforesaid,  this  23d  day  of  Mav,  1864,  before  me. 

JOHN  YATES, 

A  Commissioner^  dec. 


Earl  Ettssell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  May  26, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  23d  instant,  inclosing  copies  of  depositions  respecting  the  engage- 
ment of  seamen  for  service  on  board  the  Rappahannock ;  and  I  have  to 
state  to  you  that  the  matter  shall  not  fail  to  receive  the  careful  attention 
of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  c6c.,  <fcc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  715.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  June  1(>,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  connection  with  my  No.  707,  of  the  2d  instant,  I  now  trans- 
mit copies  of  two  notes  received  from  Lord  Russell  in  reply  to  two  of 
mine,  cx)pies  of  which  were  forwarded  with  that  dispatch. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  j^our  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

60  A  c— VOL.  n 
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Harl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoKEiGN  Office,  May  7, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  Lave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
4th  instant,  inclosing  copies  of  three  more  depositions  relative  to  the 
])art  taken  by  Mr.  lininl»le  in  pioviding  men  for  the  steamer  l^ppahan- 
noi;k.  These  depositions,  as  well  as  those  inclosed  in  the  letter  wbich 
you  did  nie  the  honor  to  address  to  me  on  the  IGth  ultimo,  have  been  re- 
ferred without  loss  of  time  to  the  proi)er  department  of  her  Majesty^g 
government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yoar  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

BUSSELL 

Charles  Frai^cis  Adahs,  Esq.,  dkCj  <£c.,  <£c. 

[For  other  note  see  same  dispatch,  subdivision  '^  The  Greorgia,''  anti\ 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  998.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  June  20, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  the  2d  of  June,  No.  707,  which 
is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  note  which  you  addressed  to  Earl  Russell 
on  the  23d  of  May  last,  concerning  enlistments  for  the  insurgent  marine 
service  in  ]3ritish  porti^,  also  a  copy  of  Earl  Russell's  ackuowledgmeut 
of  the  note,  an<l  also  copies  of  voluminous  affidavits,  wbich,  on  occasion 
of  writing  tliat  pa[>er,  you  submitted  to  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state 
for  foreign  Hffairs.  These  papers  hive  been  submitted  to  the  President, 
and  I  am  direct^  to  approve  fully  of  your  proceedings  therein  set  forth, 
and  t'O  coiumendthe  urgency  with  which  you  have  thei*ein  remonstrated 
against  transactions  as  pal|>ably  unlawful  as  they  are  injurious  to  the 
United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWABD. 

CnARLEs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dtc.^  <£*o.,  iic. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1233.]  Department  op  State, 

^askinffton^  January  10^  1865. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Morse,  our  consul  at  London,  by  a  dispatch  of  the  23d  ul- 
timo, informs  me  that  he  has  furnished  you  with  such  intbrmation  as  he 
communicated  in  that  dis[>atch  to  me,  concerning  the  written  onler  is- 
sneil  oy  insurgents  in  Ure<it  Britiun  to  so.ne  of  the  crew  of  the  pirate 
Florida,  to  report  for  duty  on  another  piratical  vessel,  called  the  Bap- 
Xmhannock. 

1  will  thank  you,  if  you  have  not  already  done. so,  to  present  to  her 
Majesty's  government  such  remonstrances  against  these  prooeediDgs  as 
may  in  your  judgment  be  expedient 
I  mu,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WIUJAM  ^.  aSWABD. 

Charles  Eraiioie  Ai>iL«s&^E«v^«^<eo^i£a^4fa;. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

ISo.  863.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  January  26,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledfje  the  reception  of  dispatches  from  the  de- 
partment, tiumbered  from  1222  to  12;J3,  inclnsive.    ♦    ♦    ♦ 

In  regard  to  the  subject  referred  to  in  No.  1233,  dated  the  10th  in- 
stant, I  can  only  say  that  Mr.  Morse  on  that  day  addressed  to  me  a  let- 
ter embodyinfj  the  substance  of  the  infoimation  which  he  sent  to  the  de- 
partment, a  copy  of  which  letter  I  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  Lord 
Kassell  in  a  note  dated  the  14th.  To  this  note  I  have  not  yet  received 
any  reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FfiANCIS  ADaMS. 
Eton.  WujJAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extraet.] 

No.  879.]  Legation  op  the  CTnited  States, 

London,  February  10,  1865. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  correspondence  held  with 
Liord  Bossell  on  the  subject  of  outfits  of  vessels  for  account  of  the 

rebels. 

•  ••♦  ♦•♦• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  January  14,  1865. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  copy 
of  a  letter  received  from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  this  place, 
furnishing  information  of  certain  proceedings  believed  to  be  conducted 
in  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  this  kingdom. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  PEAKCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Easl  Eussell,  dec,  Ac.,  &e. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RusseU. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  January  14,  1865. 

•My  Lord  :  Since  dispatching  my  note  this  morning  I  have  received 
further  information  in  regard  to  the  subject  to  which  it  relates,  from  the 
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same  source.    I  hasten  to  submit  to  your  lordship's  consideration  acopj 
of  another  letter  from  Mr.  Morse,  j^ated  this  morning. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  aceei)t  tne  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  moik 
obedient  servant. 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  EARL  Bussell,  <£c.,  <£c.,  dbc. 


Earl  Bmsell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  January  16, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of 
the  14th  instant,  inclosing  copies  of  two  letters,  dated  respectively  the 
lOtb  and  14th  of  this  month,  which  have  been  addressed  to  3'ou  by  the 
United  States  consul  in  London. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

BUSSELL 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.j  &c.j  &c.j  London. 


Earl  Btissell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  January  27, 18C5. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you  that  it  does  not  appear  to  her  Majesty's  government,  from 
the  information  which  you  have  furnished  to  me,  or  from  such  iuforma- 
tion  as  they  have  otherwise  been  able  to  obtain,  respecting  the  Hawk 
and  the  City  of  Eichiiiond,  that  either  of  these  vessels  is  intended  for 
the  war  service  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States,  still  less  that  there 
has  been  any  illegal  equipment  in  this  country  of  either  vessel. 

Witli  regard  to  the  men  supposed  to  have  enlisted  into  the  confederate 
service,  the  greater  part  of  whom  appear  to  have  already  sailed  for  Nas- 
sau by  the  City  of  Richmond,  it  seems,  indeed,  to  be  probable  that  they 
came  together  for  some  purpose  connected  with  the  war  service  of  the 
Confod(»iate  States ;  but  there  is  no  evidence  in  the  possession  of  her 
Majesty's  government  to  show  either  that  any  particular  persons  among 
them,  lieing  natural  born  subjects  of  her  Majesty,  have  enlisted  in  that 
service,  or  have  left  this  country  with  a  view  to  such  enlistment,  or  that 
any  of  them,  whether  natural  born  subjects  of  her  Majesty  or  not,  have 
been  induced  to  enlist  in  this  country,  or  to  go  from  here  for  the  puri)08e 
of  enlistment,  by  any  particular  person  or  persons  now  amenable  to  her 
Ma  jesty's  jurisdiction. 

The  infoiiuation  which  her  Majesty's  government  possesses  with  regard 
to  such  of  these  men  as  belonged  to  the  Florida  rather  leads  to  the  con- 
clusion that  when  they  arrived  in  this  country  from  Bahia  they,  whether 
subjects  of  her  Majesty  or  not,  were  already  in  the  confederate  service, 
and  that  no  new  enlistment  or  engagement  in  this  country  need  be 
supposed  in  order  to  account  for  their  coming  together  and  going  oat 
to  a  port  from  whence  they  may  be  able  to  pi*occ^  to  the  Confederate 
Sfcites. 

I  have,  further,  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that  when  the  particolar 
tdctH  relative  to  the  eT\g^¥^e\i\ew\.  ^"l  >i\\^  ^%:v  o€  the  Florida  were  under 
the  consideration  oi  \x^t  lil^^i^^X::^^^  ^w^Y\flSi^si\.^\i  ^^  ^:)i<»a8§t8»i.  of  the 
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presence  of  some  of  them  at  Liverpool,  it  was  fonnd  that  they  had  been 
engaged  and  shipped  at  Mobile,  in  J;he  Confederate  States,  under  cir- 
cumstances which  did  not  seem  to  her  Majesty's  government  to  justify 
the  expectation  that  they  could  be  successfully  prosecuted  for  any 
offense  against  the  foreign  enlistment  act.  Whether  the  men  now  in 
question  were  part  of  the  same  crew,  or  were  enlisted  for  the  Florida 
at  some  other  place  and  under  different  circumstances,  does  not  at  all 
appear. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  there  is  not 
at  present  any  such  evidence  before  them  of  a  violation  of  the  foreign 
enlistment  act — either  by  tne  equipment  or  fitting  out  of  the  shipB 
Hawk  and  City  of  Richmond,  or  either  of  them,  or  by  the  enlistment 
or  procurement  of  men  in  this  country  for  the  confederate  war  service- 
as  would  justify  them  in  taking  any  legal  steps  in  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant. 

RUSSELL. 

Ghables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (fro.,  (fro.,  (£o. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1301.]  Depabtment  op  State, 

Washingtanj  March  13, 1865. 

Sib  :  I  give  you  for  your  information,  and  for  such  use  as  you  may 
think  proper,  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  2d  of  January  last, 

which  Mr. ,  of  London,  has  addressed  to  this  department 

in  regard  to  the  Rappahannock,  her  origin,  and  to  the  proceedings  of 
Rumble  in  connection  with  that  vessel. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Chables  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  (to.,  (Co.,  ibc. 


Mr. to  Mr.  Seward. 

London,  January  2, 1805. 

Sib  :  As  every  right-minded,  intelligent  i>erson  in  this  country  sym- 
pathizes with  the  northerners  in  their  efforts  to  crush  the  rebellion 
which  now  rages  in  America,  I  shall  make  no  apology  for  a<ldressing 
you  on  the  subject,  but  at  once  assume  that  the  expression  of  our  sym- 
pathy, though  it  be  the  mere  ijyse  dixit  of  one  single  Englishman,  will 
find  a  warm-hearted  reception. 

Sir,  those  of  us  who  are  worthy  of  attention  on  the  part  of  our  Amer- 
ican brethren  have  considered  the  origin  of  this  war  with  a  feeling  and 
unprejudiced  mind.  We  do  not  forget,  in  our  estimate  of  the  causes  of 
the  hoiTors  and  the  tendency  of  the  deplorable  struggle  which  is  now 
going  on  in  America;  those  inspired  yet  tragic  narratives  which  have 
emanated  from  the  pen  of  a  Stowe  and  the  tongue  of  a  Beexiher,  those 
thrilling  and  soul-rousing  prose  dramas  which,  having  for  their  theme 
the  viohited  laws  of  God  in  the  cause  of  the  poor  slave,  have  caused 
our  blood  to  boil,  and  have  established  in  us  a  loathing  and  aversion 
towards  the  rascally  southerners  which  no  subordinate  after-considera- 
tions, no  policy  based  on  expediency,  nor  temporary  commercial  dis- 
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treAS,  can  cause  to  vacillate  or  BubBide.  No,  sir ;  I  rex>eat,  that-  even 
thinking  Enfi^lisliman  whose  sentiments  and  opinions  are  worth  a  Duy 
ment's  consideration  is,  heart  and  soul  of  him,  a  well-wisher  to  tl» 
ISortii ;  and  though  he  would  gladly  see  the  struggle  temiinattHl,  anil 
the  fair  fields  of  America  smiling  with  the  results  of  peaceful  industry, 
he  does  not  and  csmnot  wish  for  so  desirable  a  consuuiiiiation  on  other 
than  principles  of  Divine  justice,  and  on  the  ground  of  liberty  to  the 
poor  slave ;  and  for  this  cause  wo  have  hailed  with  heartfelt  joy  the 
President's  proclamation  annulling  slavery  throughout  the  United 
States.  That  was  a  righteous  and  glorious  act,  no  less  so  than  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence,  and  worthy  to  be  held  in  honored  remem- 
brance. And  though  i)hilosophers  of  a  cold-blooded  and  time-serviDg 
school  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  see  in  it  nothing  beyond  the  aggreits- 
ive  and  reUUiatory,  and  deprecate  it  as  an  unwise  provocative  of  the 
South,  the  brave  spirits  who  ilung  this  firebrand  into  the  camp  of  the 
rebels  will  never  have  cause  to  blush  for  this  act  of  their  iwlicy.  All 
honor  to  it!  Freedom  to  the  slave  in  the  United  States  of  America! 
Shame  to  the  wretch,  whether  on  this  or  the  other  side  of  the  water, 
who  will  not  rejoice  at  it. 

In  connexion  with  my  subject,  I  will  now  advert  to  what  may  seem 
to  our  transatlantic  brethren  a  scurvy  and  treacherous  course  of  con- 
duct on  the  part  of  Englishmen.  I  refer  to  the  Alabama  and  the  steam 
rams  and  the  Bappahannocks  which  have  been  fitted  out  on  thew 
shores  with  hostile  intentions  towards  the  North ;  and  here  I  cannot  bat 
feel  the  most  profound  indignation  towards  those  scabby  sheep  among 
us  who  disgrace  the  name  of  Englishmen  by  originating  these  things; 
for,  if  these  privateering  vessels  be  regarded  by  the  North  as  an  expo- 
nent of  the  feelings  of  the  British  iwople  generally  towards  them,  a 
profound  mistake  must  exist  <as  to  the  actual  facts.  Those  vessels,  sir, 
are  ])repared  and  smuggled  out  of  this  country  just  as  contraband  arti- 
cles are  exported  by  "wretches'^  (as  Dr.  Johnson  terms  them)  '*  who  do 
not  pay  the  customs."  Tlieir  preparation  is  conflnetl  to  a  few,  and 
although  in  some  instances  they  are  wealthy,  I  can  speak  from  ])er8onal 
knowledge  that  they  are  of  the  worst  class  and  among  the  most  base  in 
this  country  ;  and  these  speculatists  have  taken  advantage  of  the  state 
of  the  times  to  enrich  themselves  by  methods  which,  as  an  hone^^t  man, 
I  am  sure  that  my  countrymen  would  almost  universally  condemn,  l^et 
not  America,  therefore,  associate  the  name  of  England  with  these 
things.  Englishmen  abhor  such  detestable  treachery.  Englishmen  do 
not  like  pirates  nor  piracy.  Englishmen  have  no  notion  that  buccaneer- 
ing is  a  legitimate  occupation  because  brother  Jonathan  has  his  bands 
full  of  intestine  trouble.  But  there  are  scoundrels  here  as  well  as  else- 
where; there  are  cut-throats  and  bravos  in  England  who  will  find 
means  to  carry  out  their  omui-murderous  and  incendiary  schemes  in 
spite  of  the  laws,  and  against  the  government  of  a  sovereign  whose 
expressions  of  regret  for  America  no  good  man  will  doubt.  These  infer- 
nal blackguards  are  the  originators  of  the  liappahannocks,  &c.,  whieb 
were  fabricated  on  our  shores,  and  which  are  calculated  to  create  so 
false  an  idea  in  the  American  mind  as  to  the  nature  of  English  brother 
hood. 

In  order  to  make  good  these  assertions  I  will  now  give  (ao  far  as  my 
personal  knowledge  and  infoimation  extend)  a  true  relation  of  the  ori- 
gin of  the  Eappahannock,  and  supply  some  highly  important  particu- 
lars which  do  not  a])i)eai'  in  the  published  accounts  of  this  case.  We 
are  informed  in  the  evidence  recorded  in  the  newspapera  that  Robert 
Gordon  Colemaii  i^tke  oyiueT  *,  l\v«it  one  Mr.  Fergosaon  was  chief  engi- 
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neer,  and  one  Mr.  Carr  was  second  engineer;  that  Fergusson,  Oarr, 
Pearson,  the  partner  of  Coleman,  (and  a  bankrupt  to  the  amount  of 
some  £600,000  during  the  past  summer,)  and  the  defendant,  liumble, 
were  all  concemeil  together  in  the  common  cause  of  enlisting  engineers 
and  stokers  to  ser\'e  on  board ;  that  Fergusson  and  Carr  were  evidently 
empowered  by  Pearson  (whom  the  witnesses  style  ''  one  of  the  owners'') 
to  biro  men,  and  that  they  did  so  with  as  much  authority  as  Pearson 
himself;  that  Rumble  had  told  Firth  (one  of  the  witnesses)  that  *^  he 
should  like  to  go  his  halves,"  meaning  that  he,  Eumble,  would  like  to 
receive  half  of  Firth's  share  of  the  piracy  which  they  intended  to  carry 
out  in  the  Rappahannock ;  that  Pearson  was  captain  on  leaving  Sheer- 
ness,  and  that  a  government  tug  took  them  out  from  Sheerness. 

Now,  all  this  and  much  more,  important  as  it  undoubtedly  is,  is  but 
half  the  tale;  for  neither  Pearson  nor  Rumble  had  either  the  audacity 
or  brains  to  concoct  this  mischievous  piece  of  business;  and,  consider- 
ing the  notoriety  in  the  naval  service  of  the  other  half  of  the  facts,  it 
is  somewhat  astounding  that  nothing  should  have  been  elicited  respect- 
ing them.   For  example,  Fej*gussou  and  Carr,  the  engineers,  though  prime . 
actors  in  the  case,  do  not  api)ear  in  court,  either  as  defendants  or  wit- 
nesses, and  they,  most  assuredly,  ought  to  have  appeared  in  one  of  these', 
capacities;  for  neither  of  them  was  engineer  of  the  boat  before  she  was 
bought  by  Coleman,  Pearson  &  Co. ;  they  became  her  engineers  solely  by 
the  instigation  of  one  Mr.  David  Partridge,  an  admiralty  officer,  who  is 
at  the  bottom  of  the  whole  job,  (thinking  the  American  stsite  of  affairs 
was  an  excellent  one  for  enriching  himself,)  and  who  persuaded  Pearson 
to  buy  the  boat.    He  it  was  that  sent  Fergusson  and  Carr  to  Rumble, 
and  made  a  cat's-paw  of  the  latter  by  causing  him  to  appear  in  all  the 
salient  points  of  the  case,  while  he  himself  act^  as  the  powerful  but  cau- 
tious motor  of  it.    To  him,  as  I  said,  not  only  these  men,  but  W.  Aylmer, 
another  engineer,  (together  with  several  other  men  whose  names  do  not 
appear  in  the  evidence,)  owe  their  connection  with  the  scheme.    In  short, 
he  is  the  father  of  it;  yet  Partridge,  Fergusson,  Carr,  nor  Aylmer, 
though  the  first  three  are  principals,  appear  on  the  trial,  and  this  is  a 
very  serious  and  astonishing  matter.    It  is  serious,  for,  as  I  have  before 
said,  all  ti'ue  Englishmen  must  wish  to  repudiate  all  S3'mpathy  with 
this  vile  affair,  and  that  will  not  appear  to  brother  Jonathan  while  a 
British  court  of  justice  ignores  these  fiicts.    What  more  natural  than 
to  suppose  that  these  men  would  have  been  brought  forward  on  the 
trial  t    They  are,  as  I  have  said,  notorious  participators,  nay,  piincipals, 
in  the  affair ;  yet,  although  the  case  is  put  off  on  the  mere  mention  of 
the  circumstance  that  Rumble's  son  was  present  at  a  conversation 
between  Rumble  and  one  of  the  witnesses,  at  Sheerness,  similar  facts  of 
far  greater  importance,  detailed  in  evidence  respecting  Fergusson  and 
Carr,  are  passed  over  as  of  no  import.    Had  these  men  been  cited  and 
cross-examined,  the  most  vital  facts  of  the  case  would  have  been  elicited. 
Fergusson  formerly  kept  a  ]mblic  huuse  (The  Royal  Albert)  in  the  town 
of  Woolwich,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  and  Carr  works  in  a  government 
dock  yard  there.    Rumble's  son  is  as  perfectly  aware  that  the  said  Par- 
tridge eggiQil  on  the  elder  Rumble  as  the  latter  himself  is;  and  were  he 
questioned  by  the  lawyers  of  the  Crown,  could  fully  l>ear  out  this  state- 
ment.   He  is  also  aware  of  all  the  facts  as  to  the  hiring  of  Fergusson, 
Carr,  Aylmer,  and  others:    and  these  prime  facts  not  only  could  be 
brought  out,  but  ought  to  be,  for  the  love  of  common  justice  as  well  as 
justice  to  our  American  bretnren. 

It  is  astonishing  that  Mr.  (yKelly,  who  gave  the  information  respect- 
ing these  doings  at  Sheerness,  should  have  contented  himself  with  the 
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meager  piece  of  information  which  he  has  brought  to  bear  on  the  ca^. 
He  appears  to  have  taken  a  too  hasty  survey  of  these  doings,  and  tind 
ing  them  so  gross,  collected  those  which  appeared  on  the  8iirface,  and 
laid  the  information;  whereas,  had  he  made  a  more  patient  observation, 
he  would  have  been  richly  rewarded  with  a  multitude  of  correlative 
facts  (and  the  above  among  them)  by  which  the  ringleader,  and  all  con- 
cerned as  piincipals  in  this  affair,  would  have  been  put  on  their  defeu.st-: 
whereas,  Jis  it  is,  Kumble,  "the  mildest-mannered  man'^  among  them,  is 
the  only  defendant.    Now,  the  said  Partridge,  the  ringleader,  was  fiv- 
quently  at  Sheerness  taking  the  lead  (but  cautiously)  in  the  proceedin^rs 
and  on  the  occasion  of  the  liappahannock  being  towed  out  of  She<'n]e.sj 
by  a  government  tug,  he  was  in  the  Rappahannock  directing  the  iinx-ft-d 
Ings,  (for  as  to  Pearson  acting  as  captain,  that  was  done  merely  as  a  blind, 
Pearson  being  manifestly  imtit  for  the  office.)    This  Mr.  Partridge,  a:*  1 
have  said,  du*ected  the  proceedings  between  Sheerness  and  the  Xore, 
where,  finding  something  which  aroused  his  suspicions  that  all  vidA 
not  quite  so  safe  in  a  legal  point  of  view  as  he  wished  it  to  be,  he  sliiuk 
into  a  tug  and  came  back,  leaving  the  others  to  do   the  best  tbey 
could.    I  say  it  is  very  remarkable  that  these  and  many  more  similar 
facts  have  escaped  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  O^Kelly,  considering  their  m)t<>- 
riety,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  much  regret  that  such  is  the  case 5   for,  if  a 
full  expose  were  made  on  this  occasion,  and  the  principal  offenders 
brought  to  justice,  it  would  operate  as  a  check  on  others,  and  prevent  a 
repetition  of  such  offenses,  which  is  one  result  that  the  writer  aims  at, 
and  to  show  that  these  doings  have  no  general  character  on  the  part  of 
Englishmen,  but  are  entirely  instances  of  hole  and  corner  work  by  clif^ues 
of  dirty  rogues. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  cfec,  cfec,  cfec. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  1011.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londmiy  July  13,  18G5. 

SiB:  On  the  5th  inst^mt  I  received  notice  from  Captain  Britton,  the 
consul  at  Southampton,  that  the  notorious  steamer  llappahannoi-k,  so 
long  confined  at  Calais,  had  suddenly  made  its  appearance  at  that  place 
in  the  guise  of  a  British  steamer,  called  the  Beatrice.  On  learning  this, 
I  caused  the  information  to  be  sent  to  Captain  Walke.  of  the  Sacramento, 
and  accompanied  it  with  a  copy  of  Mr.  Sewanl's  published  note*  to  Sir 
Frederick  Bruce,  of  the  19th  of  June,  as  a  guide  to  regulate  his  action. 

On  the  9th  I  obtiiined  intelligence  from  the  consiU  at  Liverpool  that 
the  steamer  had  succeeded  in  getting  to  that  port  Likewise  that  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  cotton  had  arrived  in  another  steamer  ^m  lla* 
vana,  which  there  was  strong  reason  to  believe  belonged  to  the  late  rebel 
authorities  at  Eichmond. 

On  the  10th  Captain  Walke  wrote  to  me,  making  a  report  of  his  pro- 
ceedings in  resi>ect  to  the  Beatrice.  It  appears  that  he  had  succeeded 
in  identifying  her  while  on  her  parage  firom  Southampton  to  Liverpool, 
but  in  a  situation  so  undeniably  within  the  limits  of  the  British  juris- 
diction that  he  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  interpose. 

*  Foi  Mi.  aewaxd^tt  uote  to  Sir  F.  Brace  see  VoL  I,  p^  339L 


THE   RAPPAHANNOCK.  793 

1  replied  to  Captain  Walke,  approving  of  his  caution,  and  at  the  same 
time  advising  him  to  be  on  the  watch  to  seize  the  vessel,  if  he  could  be 
sure  of  her  identity,  should  she  appear  anywhere  on  the  high  seas.  IJut 
1  did  not  omit  to  add  a  caution  about  ventui^ing  u])on  the  exercise  of  any 
right  of  search  in  his  pursuit. 

Meanwhile  1  thought  it  best  to  send  instructions  to  the  consul  at  Liv- 
orj^ool  to  take  the  best  professional  advice  as  to  the  practicability  of 
(entering  a  i>reliminary  proceeding  against  this  property,  under  the  reg- 
ular forms  of  law.  1  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  law  officers  of  the 
Crown  had  expressed  an  opinion  to  the  government  that  any  such  prop- 
(»rty  found  in  British  i)orts  after  a  certain  time  might  be  subject  to 
(!laim  by  the  United  States.  Yet,  not  finding  myself  vested  with  any 
ex])ress  authority  to  go  to  that  extent,  I  have  preferred  not  to  commit 
the  government  at  this  time  further  than  to  propose  that  such  proceed- 
ings should  be  commenced  as  might  avail  to  attach  the  property,  and 
place  it  in  a  secure  position  until  specific  instructions  could  be  received 
fiom  Washington.  Tlie  consul  has  apprised  me  that  the  necessary  steps 
have  been  taken  to  obtain  advice,  but  the  result  has  not  yet  come  to 
hand.  I  tnist  that,  so  far  as  I  have  gone,  my  action  will  not  be  disap- 
proved. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  1485.J  DepArt]vient  of  State, 

Washington^  July  25,  1805. 

Sir:  I  am  informed  by  a  dispatch  of  the  5th  instant,  (No.  502,)  from 
the  United  States  consul  at  Liverpool,  that  the  rebel  steamer  Rappahan- 
nock, alias  the  Beatrice,  at  last  accounts,  was  at  Southampton  taking  in 
coals,  and  that  she  was  bound  for  Liverpool.  This  information  he  states 
he  telegraphed  to  you.  It  appears  that  upon  the  arrival  of  the  Rappa- 
hannock, alias  the  Beatrice,  at  Liverpool,  there  will  be  ifour  insurgent 
vessels  at  that  port,  namely,  the  Rappahannock,  the  Sumter,  the  Talla- 
hassee, and  the  Ajax.    The  consul  further  informs  me  that  he  has  engaged 

a  person  to  watch  their  movements. 

•  ••••••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  d-c,  (d&c,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1714.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtonj  March  20,  18GG. 

Sir:  For  your  information,  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  17th 
instant,  from  Mr.  Charles  HaflFner,  in  regard  to  the  complicity  of  Mr.  ^ 
David  Partridge,  of  Woolwich  Steam  Factory,  in  the  Rappahannock 
affair.    The  letter  sufficiently  explains  \t»e\i^  wcv^  ^y^\Ok»»  \i^  ^^^  \sst^M^ 
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comment  from  this  department.    1  have  placed  it  in  youi^  hands  in  orrlii 
that  you  may  make  use  of  its  contents,  should  occasion  reriuire. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  serv^ant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAin). 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  d;c.,  d-c,  dbc. 


Mr,  Haffner  to  Mr,  Seward, 

^. ''-'    '  Navy  Yard,  Portsmouth,  Virginia, 

-  ii  ..  -  March  17,  l^>Cfi. 

Honored  Sir:  It  is  with  much  reluctance  that  1  presume  to  tres^Kiss 
upon  your  attention,  and  will  be  as  brief  as  possible. 

From  the  petulant  manner  that  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  lias  closeil  the 
corresi)ondenc^  respecting  United  States  claims  for  depredations  by  the 
Alabama  with  Mr.  Adams,  I  would  humbly  call  your  attention  to  one 
important  item  connected  with  the  Eappahannock  affair  in  Shoeruess 
dock  yard,  which,  in  my  humble  judgment,  should  be  urged  against  the 
English  government. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact,  (for  I  traced  it  out  myself,)  that  David  Part 
ridge,  the  assistant  chief  engineer  of  Woolwich  Steam  Factory,  oaiuf 
down  tx)  Sheemess  dock  yard  on  the  afternoon  of  the  24th  of  NovcuiWr. 
1803,  and  steamed  the  liapi)ahannock  out  of  Sheerness  harbor,  at  11 
o'clock  at  night,  as  far  as  the  Nore,  and  then  retiuned  in  the  tug  that 
towed  her  out.  1  minutely  sent  this  statement,  Avith  the  names  of  thv 
witnessing  parties,  to  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  in  London,  who  had  it  form 
ally  sent  to  the  admiralty  solicitor  at  Chatham,  who  duly  forwarded  it 
in  the  depositions  to  the  chief  solicitor  at  the  admiralty  in  London,  but 
( would  you  believe  itf )  had  it  expunged,  thus  stifling  a  very  importaur 
piece  of  evidence  against  Eumble  and  the  dock-yard  ofhcials  at  Sheer 
ness. 

I  hope,  honored  sir,  you  will  see  just  cause  to  complain  of  the  manner 
the  United  States  was  trifled  with. 

In  a  collateral  point  of  view,  I  would  just  call  your  attention  to 
another  fact: 

Rumble  had  two  eftective  scouts  in  Sheemess  dock  yard,  named  Jacob 
Parkes  and  Alfred  Oysten,  tlie  former  a  lading  man  in  the  ftttiu^- 
shop,  the  latter  a  draughtsman  in  said  department..  It  is  matter  of 
record,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Morse,  the  game  that  these  yUe  men  played 
in  stultifying  witnesses,  &c.,  &c.,  who  were  to  give  evidence  against 
Rumble.  Well,  after  Rumble's  acquittal,  these  men  got  promoted  to 
higher  situations,  Parkes  being  promoted  to  Malta,  and  Oysten  to  a 
foreman's  situation  in  Sheerness  Steam  Factory— doubtless  as  reward?* 
for  their  zeal  in  Rumble's  defense.  And  now,  honored  sir,  Jtfr.  3Iorst» 
can  supply  you  with  corroborations  of  what  I  have  stated  to  you,  respei*t- 
ing  the  share  that  David  Partridge,  the  assistant  chief  engineer  of 
Woolwich  Steam  Factory,  took  in  the  Rappsdiannock  affair,  and  chief 
atlmiralty  solicitor  at  Wliitehall,  expunging  such  damaging  evidence 
from  the  depositions.  My  only  apology  for  thus  intruding  upon  you  is 
simply  because  I  am  grieved  at  the  summary  manner  Earl  Clarendon 
has  disposed  of  Mr.  Adams:  and  again,  lest  you  might  not  have  known 
about  the  case  of  Mr.  David  Partridge. 

I  am,  honored  sir,  with  much  esteem^  your  humble  servant^ 

CHABLES  HAFFNER 

Hon.  WHiLiA^iH.  &is;v7ksi>. 
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